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" ongress shall make no law ... 
abridging the freedom of peec/1, 
or of the press ... " 

OPINION 
l.ditor Brand) m1rren. 
editor(/, ,,·J.,1/u•rofd.r,1111 

M a11i11R edi1or /11r m•wJ Jo.1c11li uirrl· 
an • llt'll l@ll'I 11hrrt1f1/.cum 

Opi11um editur Mar H,xmg: 
/lt'rtlltf 11-Auhemltl com 
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Western's budget cut plan 
best in a tough situation 

hen Gov. Ernie 
Fletcher 

Lh elimination of program'-or 
d partmcnts. 

Of course. some people are 
going co be unhappy about lh 
cut . tudenh will not like pay­
mg $20 if they don't drop out of 

announced la ·t 
month that 
Kentucky's col­

leges and univcrsitic would 
ha, t pay for 
m re than 0 
milli n in budget 
cuts. many 
c pc·1ed the 
WOP>!. 

We tern 
udminh,ttators 
\aid that there 
wa~ a I s. ibility 
that it would have 
to cu! program~ 
and jobs. 
L very ne \\ as 

ared. 

llJle. 
Board of~ 
~a~nfor 
Western to pay for 
$5 6 m Ilion n high­
er education budget 
cuts. 

Oar918111 
Although the plan 
will hurt everybody a 
tittle, the plan was 
the best Western 
can do. 

cla-;ses quick 
enough or pa) -
ing m re for 
tran cript 

cw employ­
ees will not like 
waitin before 
they can get 
benefits. Other 
employee will 
be unhappy that 
th y will be I s­
mg benefit like 
di ounted ba,­
ketball game 
tickets and free 
cllll>!>CS. 

It' not good 
that depart-

11 expected 
dra. tic change· 
that would really 
hmdcr V cstcrn 
from offering tudent~ a quality 
education. Pe pie were on !>land• 
by ready to huve to help lh a 
maJor educauon di a ter that 
would hurt the way Western run 
lL'i C\'eryonc knew it. 

ment will havt.: to give back 0 
percent of their carry-forward 
funds from th previous fiscal 
year or for revenue-depend Ill 

d partmcnts to give a pcrccntuge 
of their funds. But this i. n't an 
ideal tin,c. Western didn't plan n 
giving back S.6 million of its 
budget. 

practice that arc already bcmg 
d nc at other univen.itic and 
businc!>ses. At ~omc pla e . 
emplo~c~ ha\' to \\ail for ju I 
a, long or longer to get benefits. 

tudents at other universitie 
already have to pay for mm­
script and dropped clas e . 
While these fees and cul! may 
·ting evcryom: a liUle. we realize 
that West m i keeping up the 
standard .. 

The new prnctices and poli­
cie will not only help Western 
pay the· particular budget cutli, 
but it will allow it to be more cffi• 
ciem and save money should 
there be future budget cuts. 
which . c ms pretty likely right 
now. 

Fl t her . aid thal he wanted 
to eliminate w te. In a way, h \ 
enabled u11iver.-ities to do the 
same. While the things that were 
cut under this plan were benefi-
ial. thi cut has helped We tern 

to be more eflicient It 1s em:our­
agmg to sec that W, stem can 
c;ave on little thing im,tead of 
making really catastrophic cuts. 

Thi plan 1. probably the belit 
Western can do at n really difli· 
cult time. Students. faculty and But wht:n R.trl dell presented 

the budget cuti. for We tern. 
which were appro,ed by the 
Board of Regent on Friday. 
everyone got a a nice 1;urprisc. 

No major education f'tx-up. 
will be nccessal'} und ·r thi plan. 

But wh ·n everyone thought 
that the·· cut on We.,;tem would 
ha\' a maj r ncgauve impact on 
our Jay-to-day operation-.. this 
budget cut is not ns bad �~� it 
could have been. Western has 
been pared from .·uch dis~ ter 
by ,impl)- implem ntiug fe and 

tnff will have to sacrifice me 
things. but at least th se cuts 
won't cau: people to give up 
job or a quality education. 

Thi:. editorial represents the 
11111jorit\· op1111on of lht• Herald's 
9-mrmbcr boarcl of student edi­
tor:.. 

"-------< 
Cui; arc never good. but we 

commend Ransdell and the 
Board of RegcnL'> for approving 
budgets cul that did not require 

Build larger parking structure Students, speak up 
Freshmen, speak up. one 

of you have a voice rn c.la,~. 
Thi · 1 ery di trei,,mg. Back 
in '97 wh n I fin,t attended 

chmuckatelh, lcx1k ut this nift · 
pii;;ce of paper right here. What 
i · thi worth to you? He i g ing 
to tell you that it is worth about a 

Arc th1: Job opportunitie!> 
going to go to th umid pcr.:.on 
with th 4.0 grade point average 
or the go-getter with a voice and 

a 3.0? 
nickel and ,end 

or We tern stu­
dents, the chanc ·s of 

some gn.>cn ·pace to allow for 
m re parking pob. 

ing spacei;. 
lf the university can somehow 

tind a way lo fund it. which may 
.,....,_ 11..._unJjke)y bai;cd n n!CC.Ol CU!J; 

We tem. I too, had no voice of you on 10 your next potential 

Let this be 
your fiN 

., pi ce f life 
advice: speak 

finding u 
par in 

l>p0t during the 
momrng rush is 
be ·omin • more 
likely. 

m own. J li h ·ho I t che. employer. To 
u::. to li ten, taken tes and pa , truly marketahle in 
te t · an thi!s plulosophy he th job market. 
applied in college? Sure. tf all you have 10 sell 
you want i a degree. your..ell. y u have 

it hould d it. your mind 
and cand 

The Board of 
Regents sa\\ nn 
updated plan for a 

10 milli n parking 
tructure on Friday. 

Under this plan a 

The Board of 
Regents s an 
updated parking 
plan. 
Oarfte'WI 

campus !>l!l"­

ice and fa iii­
tie. aid 
Western could 
add two addi­
tional floors in 
the future for 
an additional 
330 parking 

Building the n rs would 
. ave time. It would also prevent 
studen from having to deal with 
another eyesore. rudenh havi: 
had to wait months and )eat', for 
donn anr.l fucilil · renovations 
and had lO deru with the crunpus 
being a constant construction 
zone. Anything the univer-ity can 
do to help provide a need for tu­
dcnL, qui kly and comfortably 

College i!> more than a 10 mke control of 

firm to what 
you believe. 
lf you can't 
even answer 
a math prob­
lem without 

degree. ure. n looks great your luture. 
hanging on the wall. but \\hat You simpl)-Two additional floors 

should be built. 
doe.'i a degree actuall) do'! can't \\ail to be 

You go to school for two 
years and you can have an a,so- a keJ 10 peak all 
ciatc' dcgre . 11 you go for the tim •. In effect, th, de1:,,r1;e 

the fear of being prov d wrong. 
ho.,., can you pc l to convinc 

new parking . lfUCture would be 
built between. mith Stadium and 
Diddle Arena by fall 2005 that 
would hold 824 cars. 

Thb is a -;tep foiward; this 
parking i.tru ture will help cure 
,ome w s. ll is abo good that 
the newest versi n of the plan cul 

spot . 
We. tcm . hould go ahead llJld 

build the additiorn I two floor,; 
now instead of making the deci­
,ion lat1;r. t the r:1te We~tem' 
enrollment has been growing in 
the last few y ars. it i. likely that 
lhe univer..ity can use th park-

h ul<l be con id red. 

This editorial representt the 
nu1jorirv opinion of the Herald' 
9-11U!niber boanf of ~tude11t edi­
tors. 

four they may e\'cn give you a that you arc all so diligently 
bachelor's. But a degree i a hunting i, an extension anr.1 tcs­
piece of paper m a frame. timontal or your ahilities m your 
When you go job hunting with t1cld of ~tudy. 11,c job market 
your ,hin> new degree, what today i'> more competiti\'e than 
are you elling'! Hey. r. c,-cr. 

Mr Schmuckatclli that you arc 
the only one that is right tor th 
job'! 

Jake Jordan 
Lm1isville freslwum 

think it \\ n'1. eCOnlL how did we gel 
ourselve. into thb situation'! 

Healthy debate and skepticism about government is needed 
heforc the lraq1 inv~ ion. That message 
was from the White liow,c. ., we draw cl . r and closer to the 

pre idcntial election in ovemhl'r. a vig­
orous dialogue and e change of idea,; 
should be mgmg at our universiti s and 
colleges. 

But it' not 
Political apathy ha'.'> become a dangci· 

Thal being . aid. allow rnc co criticiT.e 
Presid •m George W. Bush and the direc­
tion our great nation is h ading. I love 
my country. but can we plea."! get p· t 
tluu? Lovelorour counll) gi\·1; use, cry 
reru.on to talk about the ways we can 
make it bcUer. We sh uld be skeptic.al of 

hollow slogans and catch 
phra.ses. We must question the 
decision, our lead rs are mak­
ing. 

V c were mbled n min the \\ .U' 

in lmq. We kn w for sure there were 
plans to invade lraq before epl. 11. 
2001. TI1e e tent of th plan is the 
only . tone left unturned. The ClA jlN 
recently confe. sed that at no time did 
they say r imply lrnq was an immediate 
threat or that Saddam Hussein had Iles to 
AI-Qa da. If l'm n l mistaken, that w 
certainly the impre ion "W" ga\'e us 

to our dcm rJC}, and it run 
rampant among our in!-tilll• 
tion of higher learning. If 
the tmportunt political 
debate. of our tim s arc not 
had amongst tudcnt and 
teach . then they'll certainly 
be had behind locked dooP> 
wh re rec rds arc scaled and 
"double,pcak" goc cdm­
plctely unchecked. Our 

Bush's �~� cuts were irre­
spon ible. This i happening 
whil ' Westl!m has to deal with 
budget cuts and tuition 
incrca: e . Our tuition has 
goo· from 1.010 in 1999 to 
2.025 thi seme.ster. That\ a 

I 00 I rcenl 111c · sc. Too mu ·h of th 

jay Lively 

I will conccd Hussein wa a horrid 
dictator and th world is belter oft' with­
out tum. But bn't Bw h's mantra ot 'The 
evil-d •r.; hate at our freedom," a rather 
simplbtic ai ·smcnt of o complicated 
situation·> fve lx.>cn to a Muslim country, 
and they don't hate our freedom. 

'lbere are t\\·O \'el) important que -
tion<; "e need to ~k. Fir-I of all. wa-. it 
worth the price'! Thousands of lives lost, 
ten. of th usand:, injured for lifi• and bil­
lion, of tax-p;i)er dollar; lead. me to 

politicitm and leaders are ma.king p1om­
i. • they can't keep and often don't intend 
to. The guilt can he ~prcad aero . part) 
Jin . 

tax cut' burden is being pawned off on 
the ,1at1;s. Bu h's d ubl . peak of edu a­
tmn relonn is hideou,ty defonncd. 

T 
Kud , lo all those \\oho auended the 

emorial .- rvke for the three We,tem 
udcnt who died. It \\a a goo<l way to 

I b e their lives. 

It' exciung that the men' ba ·ket• 
II team is fir..,1 in the East Oh ision of 

e un Bdt onfcrencc. 

ongrats to the \\omen's swimlng 
d divin~ t am for wmning the un 
h Conferenc hampion-.h1p. ay to 

sh w that the sport i\ not ju. t u boys' club. 

�B�o�t�t�o�m�& % % % � 

�~� 

thumbs up to professor 'ylvia 
Kersenbaum for her concert 10 n1i e 
money for a ~holarship. 

Thank goodnc that there are more nurs­
ing majors at We tern. Wt:. II get ,..j k at 
one time or another. 

Volentine' Day is a holiday to be cl se to 
your lovers. A boo to war -dtat pre, coted 
some srudent. from seeing their war-bound 
loves thi., weekend. 

To addn.>ss the l,11ter v.1,; need tn be 
stud nl! ul hi,tor, anJ dive d1: •per tor a 
moment. 

Hussein ML'- a fri1:nd and allv to the 
nited lnlCs through Ut the 1980s. 

video chp rrom 19 3 h w current 
·cretUf) of Oclense D maid Rum,fcld 

haking hand-. \'.ith th dictaior. Thal 
was lhe ,umc year t lu'.'lsein first u d 
chenucal \\e<.!pons again..,t neighbor Iran, 
That wa: al..,o the )car ll,e Reagan 
administr.ition beg, n upporting lmq 
militarily. Thi'> military ,uppor1 contin­
ued with Bu h Sr. until the Gulf War a 
\\ar w~L,hmgton knew WJS g ing to hap 
pen and c uld 11;1\· done more to pre­
vent. 

• "We have no opinion on your bord r 
dispute with KU\\ ,lit," . . mhassaul r 
�~� Iraq pnl Gfaspic said in 1990 shonly 

Many a ..... this as ,hington\ ta it 
approval for Hu. -,cin to in,nde 
Kuwait. 
. Certai~ly . addam. a d cade long 
ally. ·aw 1t th1 way. 

My po_i~l in this history le n is 
th~tl �~� cit17:ens we ar dan erou ly 
mis~edu~utcd. To be good citizen we 
muSt he mformed and take on a greater 
�~� le in lhc great uchatc, ol our time. [ 
implore everyone to do their research, 
bec?~le edu ated and make infonncd 
dcc1smns by elc lion lime. nd I t,cg 
our t achcl"-i and admini,1r..itors to do 
all 1.lley an lo facilitate this dialogue. 
. Jay Lively 1·' a <'nior prim jounwl· 
ism 111~1Jot from l..ouisl'i/1 . 

I 1l~is commet1t<1f\' doe.\ 1101 rcflr< I 
r 1e 1•1ek•~ 0r 11 H I . 
d .. · :., re rra d, �~� e.r.1em ell lf'i 

a m111mrmion. 

BBrandy~c;;~;;~;-~-Eo_E~~~I :=~=-. H~T--.:H=-=ERA_Lo __ 
ed,tor.Jn.chtef opinion echtor Mich I Reut r 
Joseph l.ol'd J Branaman creat Cllrector 

managing editor for news photo OOilOr ~t F nner 
Justin Fowler Lee Asher• Cluss1fled ad m 
managing editor for vtsuats onlln editor Rach Novak 
Kyle Hlgtttower Dlnara s-... ova al s man r 
features editor v.,. .. 
Keith Farner• asslstan Pl'loto ec:J1tor JoAnn Thoml)60n 

Michael Re•~e, bus1 s m 
assistant Ol'WS editor "' canoon1st Bob A.dam 
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• Denor.es f:d,wrtat Boorr1 m moers Photo 8dV1 r 
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PICTURE: Alumna's memories teach simple, profound lessons 
CO TINUED FR N FROIT AGE 

Things have changed 
Brown recall!-. days when she ran up and down 

the hardwood noors of the old red barn that was 
once home of Lady Topper basketball. 

.. The court was ~ood,'' she . aid. ·'BuL the rest 
was no good:· 

Legendary Westem coach E.A. Diddle recruit­
ed Brown through her father from her hometown 
of Olmstead, Ky., she said. 

"Daddy 1.alkcd to Coach Diddle and he told me 
to come on 1:1p and play bu ketbull,'. Brown ·aid. 

She experienced lhe early 'red towel' waving 
day · of Diddle fir ·t hand. 

''He was nice as he could be and he told me I 
could call on him for everything," Brown said. 

Brown played center for two years, and was 
part of the program's fir. t championship team in 
1930 when they won the Kentucky 
lnlercollegiate Women's Champion hip. Then­
coach ElizabeU1 Dabbs awarded her pla}'er' with 
leuers and gold ba ketbalL . 

''That's all I wanted to do wa · play sports:· 
Brown said. 

Nancy Baird, interim department head of the 
Kemucky Library. researched Lhc women's ha ·­
ketball team and couldn't find a concrete reason 
for what amounted to a nearly 45-year absence 
from 1930-73. 

.. Although there was no explanation, it has 
been found that the school' decision undoubted­
ly was bm,cd on lack of money and prevailing 
beliefs concerning the port' harmful effects on 
women.'' 

Brown's memoric or why the program went 
on hiatu.- are even fewer. 

"They declared it W,l! too hard for girls," 
Brown said. 

Baird·s re, earch said Lhc Kentucky High 
School Athletic A ociation concluded that bas­
ketball "could cause pelvic disorders. menstrual 
problems, physical strain. appendicitis. Lubercu­
lo is and a weakened heart." 

Brown team opened doors. From the rigid 
conditions of a red barn, the Lady Toppers now 
play in the luxuric or Diddle Arena a, they show 
that women have tile ability Lo excel in sports and 
are equal Lo men. 

They perfonn in front of Ulou and · of towel 
waving fan and prove the importance and per­
spective of women's sports has definetly 
changed. 

"My goodne.,, things have changed." Brown 
said. 

Dear old Western 
Brown sits in her hed flipping through the 

pages of the 200'.l-2004 Lady Topper media guide 

that lay~ near her bedside wiU1 her crossword 
puzzles. 

·•J tilink it" good the girL are getting recogni­
tion:· Brown say~. ·· I wi:h we could have gotten 
a liltie." 

She looks for Lillie Mason, a legend on Lhe 
Hill who played in the '80s . 

·•J know her family,'' . he said beaming. 
Brown clo, e the catalog. 
Brown worked as a waitress for We tern's 

football 1cam lO help ray for her room and board. 
She prepared vegetables in the kitchen for spend­
ing money. 

"For IO to 15 cent an hour we could walk to 
tile picture show,'' Brown said as if ripping it 
from her memory. 

She also worked iu tbe basement of the admin­
istrative building as a telephone operator right 
under the president that many know only a the 
statue on the Hill - Henry Hardin Cherry. 

"He required you to be at chapel every after­
noon.·• Brown ay ·. "You had to be tilcrc. They 
expected you to be tilere and if you wercn·t there 
U1ey'd know. I liked chapel." 

Brown recalls that chapel involved peaker 
pre enting speeches and organs playing tune 
which the studcnL~ participated in as a daily wor­
ship. 

Brown went 10 We tern for three years total 
and obtained her Lifetime Teachers Certificate 
with an intere ·t in math . 

Changing direction 
She married Tom Brown in 1934 after meeting 

him at the "picture how." Brown decided to put 
her degree to use after her marriage. 

"After r got married I didn·t play (basketball) 
anymore. I tarted having children,'' she said. 

Brown taught at a small county school in 
Olm. tead. She earned $48 to $50 a montl1 cdu­
cati ng grade school ·tudents for 15 year .. 

While teaching he raised four children, Tom 
Jr., Bradley, George and Jane, and helped manage 
a fann. 

''The greate t gift momma taught us was hard 
work,'' Bradley Brown, her youngest on, , aid. 

Many of her relative also admire her strength 
and ability to accept and grow with the changing 
world. 

"She' got value ·. Ye, , he' old fa hioned, 
but yet she' tayed with modem times. She 
accept things as time changes," Tom Brown 
said. 

Virginia Brown , aid ·he wanted to change 
many live. through her own understanding of the 
importance of education. 

A few month~ ago a student culled and 
thanked her for her teaching that changed hi life. 
He became a pr1;ncher. 

A • 

Shannon Gurhrie/Herafd 
Virginia Brown, at her home in Russellville, still keeps up with Hilltopper basketball, watch­
ing every game she can. 

"Get you an education and do anything you 
want to do,'' she said. 

Back In her room 
Pictures of her 11 grandchildren, 28 great­

grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild 
decorate her refrigerator. Aero the room on 
her living room wall hangs a picture of her 
father and her mother. 

As he lays in her bed and gazes at the pic­
ture of her hu band that sits on the dresser, a 
sadness falls in her eye ·. 

"This is the worst part of my life,'' she said. 
"I can' t do what I want lo do." 

With diabetes, heart problems and paraly­
sis, he is not able to get around as she used to. 
Her daughter-in-law, Frances Brown. said 
Virginia Brown i not able LO dres. herself or 
do her gardening, which . he did until he wa, 
89-year -old. 

Her religion i a top priority, she , said, so 
the people in the congregation at nearby 
Bethany Church of Christ come to ber house 
for Sunday School lessons and communion. 

"She's read the Bible cover lo cover twice," 
France · Brown ·aid. 

John Oldham played basketball for We, tern 
under Diddle in the 1940s and later erved a 
head coach ('64-'7 l) and athletic direclor 

le Boa 

('71-'86). Like Brown, he also interacted with 
legendary Western figures. Tho e relationship 
give him a unique per pective at age 80. 

"(We tern) ha ·n't changed much except in 
size," Oldham said. "l knew the people who e 
names were on the building . 1 remember the 
kindness of the faculty. Being 80, you tart to 
go into slow motion and your memorie get 
slower. 

·'Tbc ·pirit of Western i still there. Thing 
haven't changed as much a people think. The 
spirit is your mind - how you think. what you 
think and how you like to be treated. Students 
today won't remember the big things, it will be 
the people and friend, - the Jastins life long 
relationship . " 

Thal is what Virginia Brown ha - a life 
full of les ons both in the clas rooin and in her 
life. 

A · he struggle · through the daily pains and 
ailments along with her age, he . till finds rea-
on co smile and be thankful for each day she 

liv~s. Being able to conquer age and fulfill 
goal , despite the torments of imperfection, 
epitomizes that the spirit tru ly does make the 
master. 

"Her life in general i an inspiration ... 
he' s done it all.'' Fran.ces Brown said. 

Reach Tavia Green atfeatures@wk11herald.com 
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