
his Adminis trati on who were black and after 
she finishe d her speech, only received poli te 
applause. Those attending the League meeting 
said after the speech that much more must 
be done for the blacks in this country. 

The Senate has passed the Labor-HEW 
Bill and like our Bill in the House, are 
under the budget. The Senate Bill is 
$41 912 000 over the House Bill and does not , , 1 . 
con tain too many controversia �~�t�e�m�s�.� We 
should go to conference wi thin the next few 
days. 

We are in the process of winding down 
this part of the Session so that we can 
recess for the month of August. We will meet 
at Noon today and at 10 0' clock the balance 
of the week. The House will be in Session 
until at least 7 pm all days this week with 
the exception of Thursday and Friday. On 
Thursday we will adjourn by 5: 30 and on Fri
day by 3:00. We have 26 major Bills before 
the House for consideration this week. 

We have a New York magazine that is 
published each month and I presume that every 
Member of Congress receives a free copy of 
this magazine. The July 30 issue carries 
a picture on the front page showing Senator 
Ted Kennedy being sworn in as President by 
Chief Justice Warren Burger, and the closest 
people around the Chief Justice and the 
Senator are President and Mrs. Carter, former 
President Gerald Ford, former President Richrrd 
Nixon, the present Vice-President, Fritz 
Monda1e, the Speaker of the House, Tip O'Neill 
the Majority Leader, Bob Byrd, the widow of ' 
Robert Kennedy, Ethel Kennedy, Howard Baker, the 
Minority Leader of the Senate, and one of those 
who hopes to be President, Jacqueline Kennedy, 
the widow of President John Kennedy, and 
Mrs. Rose Kennedy, who is holding the bible 
that is used for the swearing-in ceremony. 
This front-page cover is really somf'thing. 
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Today the leaders had an agreement with 
~he Members of the House generally that there 
... ould be no roll-call votes due to the fact 
!:hat this is the day that the Congressional 
:::;olf Tournament takes place. Approximately 
SS members of the House and some 35 members of 
!::he Senate are participating. Shortly after 
r:he House convened, we had a quorum-call, which 
::If course, is not a roll-call vote. Then some 
:2 minutes later, we had a roll-call vote. 
Regardless of the commitments that are made 
sbout not having votes, I never take the word 
::If any of them because I've seen it fail too 
:Jlany times. 

July 24, 1979 

With the golf tournament underway yester
day, there was an agreement that there would 
be no more roll-call votes. Shortly after 
R:he House convened, Jim Wright, the Majori ty 
Leader moved a call of the House and only some 
218 Members answered their names. We have a 
:::lew Member from New York by the name of Carney, 
gnd so far this year, he had not missed a 
=Iuorum call or a roll-call vote. Relying upon 
R:he Whip notice, he was a little late in arriv
ing from New York to Washington and missed the 
=Iuorum call. This was the first miss for the 
STear, and he really was mad. On 2 other Bills 
;.;hich were up for final passage and with no 
1C011-call votes to be held pursuant to the 
:..fuip notice, Carney obj ected to the vote on the 
srounds that a quorum was not present and made 
~he point of order that a quorum is not present. 
::rhis brought on an automatic vote. Only 218 
.-1embers answered to their names and 216 Members 
"",ere absent. About an hour later, Carney made 
~he same move because he was still mad and 
r:his time only 222 Members answered to their 
:::lames with 212 absent. Most of those absent 
.:Nere out at the golf tournament. 



Carney had hi sway finally, but he may 
rue the day he made this move. 

We still have a lot of discussion about 
the Presi.dent' s shake-up in the Cabinet, and it 
seems that the people now want action, expeci
ally as far as the energy crisi s is concerned. 

The future of Nicaragua is not clear at 
all. The Rebels have taken over; and although 
they deny that they are Marxist, their Leader 
admits that there are great many Marxists in 
their organizati'on. We may now have a second 
Cuba. 

Israel and the United States are in 
another quarrel over the Sinai Peace Force. 
There was a flare-up in the security council 
in the United Nations Organization over the 
mandate for a 4, 000 man United Nation's energy 
force which would be placed in a position to 
bring about a complete separation between the 
Israelian and Egyptian troops in the Sinai. 

July 25, 1979 

It is still right difficult to realize 
that girls are now attending the service acade
mies. Several years ago I voted for the admis
,don of girls, and when you see a picture of 
J'irst Class girls stopping Plebes on the walk
ways at the academies and inquiring as to what 
will be for lunch, it seems right startling. 

In 1976, Senator Henry M. Jackson of 
Vashington made a sincere effort to be the 
democratic nominee for President. He made his 
big pitch in Pennsylvania, and was knocked-off 
in t'lis state by Carter. I presume that he is 
definitely through now with 'lis ambition to be 
l'resident. He has become right cri ticial of 
President Carter. Yesterday he said at a press
conference that Senator Edward M. Kennedy of 
Nassachusetts will be the democratic candidate 
for Presiden t if he runs this year, but that 



:Kennedy will not ge t into it unless Carter 
takes himself out~or events take him out. 
Jackson expect s one or the other to take place 
after the New Hamphsire and Massachusetts 
primaries. Jackson says that the Carter 
problems create problems for the Democratic 
:Party, and the Members up for re-election are 
all worried. They ask themselves what Carter's 
position will do for them in their campaign 
for re-election. This is a right bold state
nent for Senator Jackson to make at a press
conference; but to a certain extent, he is 
expressing the opinion of a great many Members 
of Congress. 

July 26, 1979 

President Carter finally named an outstand
:1ng man to his staff in the White House. 
Hedley Donovan, the former Editor and Chief of 
':rime, Inc. and a member 0 f the Board of Directors 
of the Washington Star has been named the Senior 
Advisor to the President. Donovan, aged 65, will 
Vlork in the White House reporting solely to the 
President. He now lives in New York City and 
:1,:; a Rhodes Scholar. He joined Time, Inc. in 
J.945 as a staff writer for Fortune Magazine. He 
was named Editor and Chief of the Time, Inc. in 
J. 964. mis is an able man and to me this is a 
step in the right direction. Those around the 
Presiden t from Georgia are all amateurs and they 
have been in hot water constantly since the 
President was sworn in in 1977. 

In addition to Donovan, the President said 
t:oday that he would nominate Paul A. Volcher of 
t'lew York to be Chairman of the Federal Reserve 
Board repcacing William Miller, who has been 
named Secretary of the Treasury. Volcher has 
been President of the Federal Reserve Board of 
t'lew York since 1975 and served in the Kennedy 
Administration as Deputy Under-Secretary of the 
Treasury for money matters. Volcher should be 
well received by the business and financial 
leaders Ln this country and abroad. 



This sounds like a good appointment to me. 

The President's request for quick approval 
of legislation giving him authority to ration 
gasoline really ran into a rock wall in the 
Rouse. In his July 15 speech to the nation, 
the President made gas rationing authority a top 
-priority in Congress and it appeared for several 
days that the House might go along with his 
request, During the reading of the Bill to the 
5 minute rule, an amendment was adopted requir
ing the President to have Congressional approval 
of a rationing plan before an emergency . 
.Adoption of this amendment brought about the 
notion for the Committee to rise, and now we are 
back to the start again. Just before we adjourn
ed at 9: 15 last night, the President in a nation
al televised press-conference, defended his 
shake-up of his Adminis tration which he said was 
for the best interest of the country. In spite 
()f a threat of a recession, in answer to one of 
the questions, he said that he intends to main
tain a steady course in economic policy that 
::places top priorities on combatting inflation. 
He went on again to ask for a Wind Fall Profits 
"Tax and was right critical of the House's action 
in regard to the Gasoline Rationing Bill. When 
asked about Senator Jackson's statement that he 
would not be elected again, he answered by say
ing that 3 or 4 years ago when he was running 
for President against Senator Jackson in the 
democratic primary, at that time Senator Jackson 
:predicted that he would be the next President 
beginning in 1977. The President said that 
Jackson's judgment was not good then and now 
be was ready for the next question, This news
conference was dominated by questions about 
last week' 5 Cabinet purge and other domestic 
issues. 

Another matter that was before the House 
after the Gas Rationing Bill was abruptly 
terminated on the Floor was tl\e Amtrak Passenger 
:Legislation. This Bill was enacted on a vote 
()f 397 to 18, and now goes to the Senate where 
another e:"fort will be made to reliiiIl 



27,iOO-mile system in light of increase rider
ship resulting from the energy crisis. 

Some of the newspaper columnists are really 
bitter about the President. We have one man 
by the name of Jeffrey Hart who writes a syndi
cated column. On his column this week, he 
discusses Carter's political situation in this 
country. He goes on to say that the Camp David 
performance 2 weeks ago simply was a floating 
bull session--more than a serious effort at 
policy making. Further he said that the Presi
dent's entire energy position proves the 
Camp David performance was simply pitiful. 
According to Hart, the opinion polls and the way 
the people feel about the President clearly 
indicates he should tum the Government over to 
the Vice-President who would operate the shop 
until we could have an election. 

July 27, 1979 

Ano ther U. S. Senator has called upon Carter 
to drop out and let Senator Edward M. Kennedy 
make the race in 1980. Senator George McGovern 
a democrat of South Dakota said yesterday that 
President Carter was gUilty of moral posturing, 
public manipulation and political ineptitude, 
and that the democrats must make new standards 
in 1980. Senator McGovern made this statement 
in a speech prepared to delivery to Capitol Hill 
interns at the Library of Congress. McGovern 
went on to say that if we fail to offer our best 
candidate and the Republicans do like-wise, we 
may have reached the time when we have to have a 
new party equal to the critical issues that face 
l1S in the 1980' s. 

The Republicans on our Sub-connnittee on 
Labor-H. E. Ware really in a squabble over the 
abortion amendment. They are not in favor of 
taking Pursell of Michigan to conference because 



he is not an anti-abortionist. This is the 
first time that a question like this has been 
reached on any of our Sub-colJllllittees on Appropri 
ations since I have been a Member of Congress; 
and of course, as Chairman of the Sub-committee, 
I do not intend to accept any such proposal. 
Pursell is a good Member of the Sub-colJllllittee. 
He attended all of the hearings and was present 
at the Mark-up. He was not only an active !1em
ber of the Sub-c01llIl1ittee, but was a good Member, 
and I certainly do not intend to let them treat 
a Member of their party in this manner. This 
Member has a right to vote his own sentiments, 
regardless as to the s ide I vote or not and 
under no circumstance should he be refused the 
right to go to conference and cast his vote the 
way he decides. 

President Carter will go to Kentucky next 
Tuesday and a story appeared on the front page 
of the Louisville Courier-Journal yesterday 
entitled Here We Go Again. This story is as 
follows: 

"Neither rain, sleet, hail--nor a visit 
from President Carter to his congressional dis
trict--will keep Rep. William Natcher from mis
sing a day's work or casting a vote in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

The veteran congressman from Bowling Green, 
whose 2nd District includes Bardstown, received 
a telephone call yesterday from Ruth Rogers, a 
'Jresidential secretary. 

She called to invite Natcher to fly to 
Kentucky next Tuesday with President Carter, 
who will hold a town meeting in Bardstown. 

Natcher said he told the president's 
secretary: 

"There will be five to seven roll-call 
votes in the House on Tuesday. I have never 
roissed a vote or a day's work. Tell the Presi
dent that I will leave it up to him." 



Within a few minutes, Na tcher said, the 
p residen tial secretary called back to say Carter 
had sent this message: 

"You stay in Washington, we need you here," 

So again, Nat cher' s much protected record 
will be intact. 

In 26 years in the House, Natcher has a 
perfec t voting record, a feat unsurpassed in 
the history of the U.S, Congress. 

On March 15, 1978, Natcher was applauded 
on the House floor after being cited in the 
Guinness Book of World Records for not missing 
a single roll-call vote since being elected to 
Congress in 1953. 

Two months later House Speaker Thomas P. 
"Tip" 0 'Neill stopped legislative procedures 
to tell the House members that Natcher had just 
cast his lO,OOOth consecutive vote. 

Natcher received a standing ovation. 

President Carter sent him a telegram that 
day, praising Natcher's"quality of vote and 
~ua1ity of leadership." 

Natcher remembered that yesterday after 
receiving the invitation. 

So, when the president talks in Bardstown 
next Tuesday, Natcher will be voting on trans
portation appropriation bills, Defense Depart
nent authorizations, and rural development 
legislation. 

Natcher may not be the only Kentucky 
wngressman to turn down an invitation to fly 
m A.ir Force One with the President, 

An aide to Rep. Carl Perkins, D-7th dis
:rict, said Perkins also may be too busy with 
:egislati-ve dutieR, 



..:\..t"J.d Rep. Romano I'-'f..azzolt~ D ..... 3rd Dis!:rict, 
:'lS already said he only tentatively accepted 
:1e invi t a -t:: ions, c it ing t!J.e same re a son. 

However, Rep. Carroll Hubbard, D-Ist 
ls tric t, said yes ~eyday ::':ta t he wi 11 ride on 
~e president's plane back home. Rep. ~im Lee 
Qrter, R-5th District, ':tas indicated he may 
J!cept. 

Why is the president coming to Bardsto~? 

Gary AuxIer, press secretary to Gov. Juli~ 
~rroll, said yesterday that the ~~ite House 
]ip planners in Kentucky pointed to Rosalynn 
(rter. 

When Mrs. Carter stood in for her husband 
Hlier this rront':! at a Democratic fund-raising 
dly in Bardstown, she co11'lrrti tted Carter to a 
':sit. The Dresident had stayed behind at 
~ David, conducting his domestic summit. 

(Natcher attended that rally, which was 
Ud on a Saturday when the House wasn't in 
ilSsion. ) 

The White House planners told Auxier it waS 
~ first time thev could remember when Mrs. 
frter ce termine e it future pre siden tia 1 trip. 

Sen. Walter "D.ee" Huddles ton noted yes ter
u{ t!:Jat the president has expressed an interest 
I "getting out cf Washington" and this "'as a 
pd opportunity. 

Also, Carroll- -a fri end of Carter's - -has 
len urging the president to come to the Xen
,:ky coalfields, in an ef£ort to p:'ug coal as 
Drime energy source. 

HuedJ. eston and Ser.. Wendell Ford wrote 
Icter a letter severa.l months ago, asking hin 
) vi si t t: he coa~f Le 1 ds and make a s tat eT'len t ir. 
iPpo::t a£ the us, of coal. 
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Carter's one-day trip to Kentucky will 
eviden tly include a visit to the Far Eastern 
Ken tucky coalf ie Ids, numerous sources said yes' 
terday. 

Garter will probably travel by helicopter 
from Lexington to a strip-mine site that hadn't 
been determined late yesterday. It is likely 
that the rnine visit will occur before the main 
event--the Bardstown town meeting. 

The U.S. Office of Surface Mining has been 
asked by the White House to suggest a list of 
8i tes for the president to visit. 

"They wanted some examples of rnines that 
have good reclamation, so the president could 
see some of the better strip mines." said 
W. B. Tipton, assistant director of the rnining 
office's Knoxville regional headquarters, 

Tipton said the mining agency was suggest
ing several Eas tern Kentucky mines of the Island 
Creek Coal Co. of Lexington. 

A congressional source said strip rnines in 
the Pike-Martin county area were being considered. 

There will be political connotations to the 
trip because Democratic gubernatorial norninee 
John Y. Brown Jr, may accompany Carter on the 
:oalfield visit. 

Several sources said yesterday, that there 
las been a "real effort" to patch up any dif
:erences between Brown and the president. 

Brown and hi s aides were known to be unde
:ided for sorne time as to whether to attend 
:he fund-raising dinner that Carter was to have 
ttttended earlier this rnonth in Bardstown. 
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Repub lican nominee, Louie B. Nunn has 
attempted to make Carter an issue in his cam
paign against Brown. 

Nunn had sent Carter a telegram on Tues
day asking the President to join him in a 
coalfield tour. 

July 28, 1979 

When I was Chairman of the Subcommittee 
on the District of Columbia Appropriations, 
attempts were made for about five years to 
place on this Bill, an abortion limitation. 
Since more than three-fourths of the money 
in the Bill, not counting federal grants, is 
recei ved from taxpayers, in the District of 
Columbia, I always believed that regardless 
of how you feel about abortion we should not 
force an anti-abortion amendment on this 
Bil1. This year, with a new Chairman from 
Texas, Charles Wilson, an amendment was 
adopted in the House prohibiting the expen
diture of any funds in the District budget 
for abortion. The representative of the 
Bishops who composed a committee to fight 
abortions, was advised by me that it would 
be a serious mistake to place an abortion 
limitation on the District Bill. This man 
is Mark Gallagher and he maintains an office 
here in Washington and operates under the 
direction of the Catholic Bishops Association· 
My admonition was completely ignored and on 
a roll call vote in the House, the anti
abortion amendment was added. Yesterdsy 
on a roll call vote of 55 to 34, the abortion 
ban was rejected in the Senate, during 
debate on the District of Columbia Appro
priations Bill for 1980. The size of this 
vote surprises me, but I was positive that 
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the abortion ban would be eliminated by the 
Senate. In conference now, the House will 
have to recede because the Senate, under no 
circumstances, will permit an abortion ban 
on this Bill. The Mayor and the City Council 
tmder the Home Rule legislation are elected 
by the people, but they were not requested 
to express their opinion one way or another 
about abortion. 

We have an abortion ban on the Labor
HEW Appropriations Bill which I am Chairman 
of and for five years now, we have had a 
battle over this limitation. Each year a 
certain amount of the original abortion ban 
is retained in the Bill and this will apply 
this year. The fact that the Senate has 
acted first on the District Bill makes it 
much harder for us to maintain a ban in our 
Bill and this is one of the main reasons 
why I passed the word to the Bishops that 
they should stay away from the District of 
Columbia Bill. The fact that they could 
succeed so easily in the House, apparently 
was just too much for them. 

After seven years of meticulous planning 
and training under the patronage of Prince 
Charles, a British team of young amateur 
adventurers led by a 35 year old baronet is 
to leave Greenwich, England at the beginning 
of September for a three-year journey along 
the Greenwich Meridian through desert heat 
and polar cold. They will travel by Land
Rover through Europe and West Africa Sahara, 
by ship to the Antarctic, by snowmobile 
acros s 2,600 miles of frigid Antarctica to 
the South Pole, by boat across the Pacific 
to Alaska, by motorized rubber raft up the 
Yukon and Mackenzie Rivers and through tbe 



• JJ/~b -

icy, 3, OOO-mile Northwest Passage, and by ski 
a!1d snowmobile over the Arctic ice cap to 
the North Po Ie before returning by ship to 
Greenwich. This will really be a trip and 
if these people are successful, they are 
entitled to the largest champagne party ever 
gi ven in the world when they finally return 
to Greenwich. Members of the expedition 
include four men and one woman. 

President Carter yesterday, named two 
Mayors to his Cabinet. He named Moon Landrieu 
a former Mayor of New Orleans to be the next 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
and Portland, Oregon Mayor Neil E. Goldschmidt 
to be Secretary of Transportation. Landrieu 
may be better than Harris. but I have my 
doubts if Goldschmidt compares to my friend, 
Brock Adams. According to pictures that 
are appearing in the paper, the President 
has lost some weight and must be really 
upset over the announcements from the U.S. 
Senate and from other places the he should 
be dropped for further consideration as the 
Democratic Nominee for reelection. 

July 30, 1979 

We go to conference with the Senate 
today on the Labol"-HEW Appropriations Bill 
for Fiscal Year 1980. We have 147 amend
ments in disagreement, but still should be 
able to resolve all of them with the ex
ception of the abortion amendment today. 

FOrnJer President Richard M. Nixon has 
made a down uayment on a $750,000 penthouse 
apattmen t in< an up~er East Side luxury co-
op overlooking Madison Avenue on 72nd Street. 
Th~s nine-room duplex unit is located in a 
16·story '>uilding and has three master bed-



rooms and two servants' rooms. Nixon says 
that he wanted to be in New York nearer to 
his children and grandchildren. 

August 1, 1979 

For the second time in the 20th Century 
a House Member has been censured. 

In the year 1921, Representative Thomas 
Blanton of Texas was censured for placing 
obscene and pornographic language in the 
Congressional Record. During the Civil War, 
three southern Members of Congress were 
censured for joining in the conflict and the 
charges were treason. 

On Monday of this week, the House of 
Representatives voted 205 to 197 to table 
a motion made by freshman Republican Repre
sentative Daniel E. Lungren to oust Diggs 
from the House since he has been convicted 
in federal court and is on appeal with the 
charges being the acceptance of money from 
his employees and general payroll padding. 
In appearing before the Ethics Committee, 
Diggs agreed to repay $40,031.66 in the 
form of an interest-bearing promissory note. 
Upon execution of the note, $500 a month will 
be deducted from Diggs' salary and applied to 
the debt. As soon as Lungren made his motioo, 
Maj ori ty Whip, John Brademas, Democrat of 
Indiana, immediately moved to table the 
motion which precludes debate. On the tabl
ing motion, 63 Democrats and 134 Republicans 
voted to take up the expulsion issue while 
193 Democrats and 12 Republicans voted against 
it. I voted to take up the expulsion issue. 

Yesterday, the House voted 414 to 0 to 
censure Representative Charles C. Diggs, Jr. 
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for padding his staff payroll to obtain 
money for personal use, Diggs is the senior 
black Member of the House and was convicted 
in federal court in October of 1978, on 29 
counts of padding his staff payroll to obtain 
money for personal use. He was sentenced to 
3 years in prison and is appealing the 
sentence. I voted to censure Diggs. 

In the House the sixteen black Members 
all voted to censure him with the exception 
of two Members, Hawkins of California and 
Mitchell of Maryland, who voted present. 
Garcia of New York, a Puerto Rican, voted 
present. 

President Carter was in Kentucky yes
terday. He landed in Louisville about 2: 00 
and looked at a coal burning steam generating 
plant owned by the Louisville Gas and Elec
tric Company and then he went to Bardstown, 
Kentucky for a parade and a town hall meeting. 
He was well received and seemed to enj oy his 
visit very much. 

The President continues to receive low 
ratings in the different polls that are 
taken each month. The public confidence 
in President Carter's ability to deal with 
current problems which went up briefly 
following his energy speech to the Nation, 
has fallen to another low, according to an 
ABC Harris poll released yesterday. Those 
polled gave Carter a 74-25 percent negative 
overall job rating and a 71-23 percent nega
tive confidence rating. Carter received a 
78-19 percent negative rating on his ability 
to deal with the Nation's energy problems 
and an 84-14 percent negative rating on his 
handling of the economy. 



- :"0,i99 -

After completing our conference with 
the Senate on the Labor-gEW Approp~iations 
Bill, we have a bottom line figure of 
$72,350,6L3,OOO tOea:, This does not include 
8173,000, O:JO, 000 in tn:.st fund money. The 
overall total figure is below the ~udget in 
the House ane. Senate, It is $1,337,129.000 
)elow the bueget. Ie is $428,720,000 below 
the House and it is ~470,632,OOO below the 
Senate. 

The House tentatively approved giving 
the Presid!>nt authorization to write a stand
by gas rationing plan. We know nothing about 
a plan that t~ President would SUbmit, and 
I voted against giving him this authorization. 
In addition, on the ~nergy Bill, another ~end
ment was adopted which wea~ens the authori
zation to raise and lower thermosta+: settings 
in commercial buildings in winter and summer, 
We will continue on with the Energy Bill today, 

In today's Washington Post, there is an 
art icle ent i tl ed "Hous e Vo tes to Ce:l sure 
~ep. Diggs", This article is as follows: 

"The House yesterday voted 414 to 0 
:0 censure Rep. Charles C. Diggs Jr. (D-Mich.), 
vilo was convicted of taking salary kickbacks 
" h' crom l:t. S s:aff. 

The action marked the second time this 
:entury that a member of the House has ':Jeen 
:ensured. The 2.ast censure was of Rep, Thomas 
llar:>ton CD-Tex.) Ln :922. for inserting "obscene 
70rcs " in the Congres s iona I S.ecord. 

, Although censure is the most severe PUIl-
1 shrr.el''::, short of expuls:'on, ':he House can 
rete out, it was adminis terec quick!.y a:ld 
;ently to Diggs. 



Censure requires that the member being 
reproved stand in the well of the House while 
the resolution of censure is read publicly. 

Diggs stood quietly while House Speaker 
T':1omas P. (Tip) O'~eill Jr. (D-Mass.) read the 
censure resolution in an almost mournful tone. 

The resolution read: "resolved, that 
Rep. Charles C. Diggs, Jr. be censured: that 
Rep. Charles C. Diggs Jr. forthwith present 
himself in the well of the House for pronounce
ment of censure; that Rep. Charles C. Diggs, Jr. 
be censured with the public reading of this 
resolution by the Speaker: that Rep. Charles 
Diggs, Jr. is ordered to execute and deliver to 
the House an interest-bearing demand promissory 
note for $40,031.66 made payable to the Treas
ury of the United States: that Rep. Charles 
Diggs is ordered, for the remainder of the 96th 
Congress, to require his employees to certify 
to the Committee on Standards of Official Con
duct that the funds he or she receives from 
clerk-hire funds are received in full compli
ance with current House rules: and that the 
House of Representatives adopt the report of 
the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct 
dated July 19, 1979 in the matter of Rep. 
Charles C. Diggs, J~." 

• After the reading of the resolution, mem-
bers crowded around Diggs patting him on the 
back. ' 

Debate on the resolution lasted: 35 min
ute~. In addition to House ethicS committee 
Chal~an Char1e~ E. Bennett CD-Fla.), who 
e~lalTIed the history of the Diggs investiga
t~on and how the Committee reached its conclu
Sion, Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio}, was the only 
other Democrat to speak. - Stokes, a fellow 
Black Caucus member with Diggs merely praised 
the quality of the debate and the work of the 
committee. 



Only six RepublLcans spoke, four of them 
Ereshmen. All called the punishment of censure J 

as opposed to expulsLon, "reasonable" or "just 
and fair." Rep. Harold Hollenbeck (R-N.J.) said, 
"The offenses he was charged with did not warrant 
expulsion. That puni.shment has never been im
posed for an action short of treason." 

Oniy three members who joined the Confeder
acy during the Civil War have ever been expelled. 

Two freshman Republicans had called for 
Digg's expulsion Monday, but the motion was 
quickly tabled, 205 to 197. Rep. Floyd D. Spence 
(R-S.C.) said, "yesterday's vote told us there 
iJas not even a majority for expUlsion, much less 
t::he two-thirds required to expell a member." 

Only Rep. Dick B. Cheney CR-Wyo.) spoke 
disparagingly of Diggs' conduct. Cheney said 
Diggs "dishonored himself and dishonored the 
Claus e. I do not believe a man convicted by a 
jury of his peers should continue serving in the 
Clouse. " Cheney said a "sense of decency and 
cespect. . . dictated resignation. I believe he 
should have resigned long ago and should do so 
:lOW. " 

Diggs sat in a front row seat throughout 
::he debate, speaking only to defer to Stokes. 

Diggs was convicted last year on 29 counts 
:Jf taking salary kickbacks of more than $60,000 
Erom his staff to pay personal and official 
:xpenses. He has been reelected since his convic
::ion, and is appealing his sentence of three 
,1ears in prison. 

Attempts early in the year by freshman 
'<.epublicans to expel Diggs were referred to the 
:thics committee for investigation. On June 29, 
::'1e ethics committee announced suddenly that 
Jiggs had offered a settlement, agreeing to ac
:ept censure and make restitution of some $40,000 
3nd apologize to the House for the discredit he 
J:ough t: on it . 



Diggs becomes the lath member of the 
House ever to be censured. Censure was 
recollTIl1ended las t year for one member of the 
House involved in Korean influence-buying 
scandals, but Rep. Edward Roybal's CD-Calif.) 
punishment was reduced to a reprimand by the 
House. 

In 1967, a special House committee recom
mended that the House censure then-congressman 
Adam Clayton Powell (D-N. Y.) for alleged mis
use of public funds. 

The House voted instead to exclude Powell 
froID voting or serving on committees, but the 
Supreme Court ruled subsequently that this 
was unconstitutional. The House then stripped 
Powell of his seniority and fined him $25, 000." 

The Censure order was read to Diggs as 
he appeared in the Well pursuant to the rules 
of the House. The procedure was as follows: 

"Mr. BENNETT, Mr. Speaker, I call 
up a privileged resolution CH. Res. 378) in 
the matter of Representative CHARLES C. DIGGS, 
JR., and ask for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

H. RES. 378 

Resolved, 
(1) that Representative Charles C. Diggs, 

Junior, be censured; 

(2) that Representative Charles C. Diggs, 
Junior forthwith present himself in the well 
of the House for the pronouncement of censure; 

(3) that Representative Charles C. Diggs, 
Junior, be censured with the public reading of 
this resolution by the Speaker; 
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(4) that Representative Charles C. Diggs, 
Jun ior, is ordered to execute and deliver to 
the House an intere st- bearing demand promis
sory note for $40,031. 66, made payable to the 
Treasury of the Uni ted States; 

(5) that Representative Charles C. Diggs 
Junior, be ordered, for the remainder of the 
Ninety-sixth Congress, to require his employ
ees to certify to the Committee on Standards 
of Official Conduct that the funds he or she 
receives from clerk-hire funds are received in 
full comp liance with current House rules; and 

(6) that the House of Representatives 
adopt the report of the Committee on Standards 
of OffiCial Conduct dated July 19, 1970, in the 
Matter of Representative Charles C. Diggs, 
Junior. " 

August 2, 1979 

We passed the gasoline rationing legis
lation yesterday. Some of the amendments 
adopted may s low this legis lation down until 
we get back from the August recess period 
because the Senate and the President will 
not accept the Bill if it contains the amend
ments that they object to. The energy situ
ation is critical but I am not in favor of 
buying a pig in a poke. This Emergency Standby 
Gasoline Rationing Authority gives to the 
President the power to set in motion, state 
and federal plans to conserve energy. I 
would like to see what some of those plans 
are before I would vote in favor of such 
legis la t ion. 

Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. yesterday 
ordered a Congressional inquiry into how an 
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Illinois Congressman could be recorded voting 
on the House Floor, while he was in Chicago. 
In the meantime, the Speaker told the House 
that he will let the votes electronically 
attributed to Representative Morgan Murphy 
Democrat of Chicago, to remain on the record. 
This brought about a howl from all of the 
Republicans and some Democrats. Murphy said 
he had his vote card with him in Chicago and 
does not tmderstand how the votes got re
corded. He was recorded as voting six times 
on six different Bills. The Speaker asked 
the Ethics Committee and the House Admini-
s tration Commit tee to look into the matter. 

I like Morgan Murphy. He is a lawyer 
and does not resemble the usual Chicago 
Member, either in looks or action. I simply 
cannot understand how such an event could 
take place. 

We start our August recess tomorrow 
and will return on Wednesday, September 6. 
Virginia and I will drive down and we will 
stop in Cambridge, Ohio on the way home. 
Celeste and Darwin will be in New York, but 
we will have an opportunity to take the five 
boys out to dinner and then Peter and Billy 
have planned for me to play poker with them 
for three or four hours, before I leave for 
Bowling Green. We play with matches and 
both of them are right good. In fact, they 
beat me most of the time and this, of course, 
really amuses them. 

September 4, 1979 

I have just returned to Washington from 
Kentucky. During the month of August, I 
traveled some 2,514 miles in my district. 
This is the month each year that I go all 
over my district, spending a day in each 
of my twenty counties. I averaged about 



140 miles a day and during my tour of 
the district, I saw several thousand people 
and had a chance to talk to a great many of 
them. This helps me, especially when we 
have problems like the energy crisis and 
inflation. These are the two major problems 
confronting our people today and both are 
serious. 

During the August recess period, a 
great many articles were written about the 
Presidential race which takes place next 
year. Connally, Reagan, Bush, Ford, Baker, 
Anderson and Crane are all moving on the 
Republican side and on the Democratic side, 
although President Carter is not an announced 
candidate, he will run for re-election. 
Senator Kennedy still maintains that he 
is not a candidate, but in my opinion, has 
been running for President every day for 
the past three years. 

The polls show President Carter to be 
at his lowest point and the last poll showed 
only 23% of the people indicating that they 
believe he is qualified to be President of 
the Uni ted States. The sad part about 
President Carter is that he has been unable 
to tell the people what he has done since he 
has been President. In one of my speeches 
during the Augus t recess period at Owensboro, 
Kentucky, at the big Democratic picnic, I 
decided to tell the people some of the things 
that President Carter has done that all of 
our Presidents beginning with President 
Ei senhower have backed away from. The 
Middle East settlement, the social security 
amendments legislation which now places this 
system in the category of being actuarially 
sound, and a great many other problems have 
at least been confronted by President Carter 
and he has sincerely made an effort to solve 
them. He continues to be cool insofar as 
the Congres s is concerned and this has made 



:i. t rieh t difficult for him evpr since 
he was inaugurated President. 

I know that no Democrat has been 
elected President who failed to carry the 
southern states and I further know that 
president Carter is in trouble at this 
time in a number of these states. 

]Juring the recess period, President 
Carter took a boat ride on the Delta Queen 
down the Missis sippi River. He and Mrs. 
Carter, along with their young daughter, 
Amy y;ere aboard for about a week and at 
each stop, he talked with and shook hands 
with hundreds of people. This was kind of 
a working vacation and after he left the 
Del ta Queen, he went to Plains, Georgia for 
the balance of the recess period. 

MyoId friend, John B. Breckinridge, 
who set'ved with us from the Sixth Dis trict 
died during the recess period and since he' 
had suffered a slight stroke after being 
defeated in the Primary and before he left 
Washington, we were not surprised to hear 
that he had died after suffering a severe 
heart attack. John Breckinridge was always 
a gentleman but was never too much interested 
in most of his duties as a Member of the 
House. 

Another event that took place during the 
recess period was the awarding of the Doctor 
of Laws Honorary Degree to me by Western 
Kentucky University. This took place on 
Friday, August 10 and there was a tremendous 
crowd at the football stadium where the 
graduation ceremony was held. Some 1 109 
graduates received degrees and when c~lled 
upon to say a few words after accepting 
the Honorary Degree, I thanked a number 
of the teachers who had meant so much to 
me when I was a student at Western; people 
li1<c Dr. Stickles, Dr. Al@xander, Mr. Clagett, 



Gabriele Rob ertson and Jane Ercel Egbert. 
These people a.re all dead now but were out
standing tea chers and people who left a great 
impress ion o:n all of their students. After 
the ceremony, a number of the teachers came 
up on the pl.at£orm and thanked me for recog
nizing those teachers and staff members who 
were at Weste= when I was a student and 
these people seemed to be very much pleased 
since I did recognize a number of the members 
of the faculty. According to those who con
gratulated me, this is not done too often. 

During the recess period, our old friend 
Andrew Young, our Ambassador to the United 
Nations finally resigned and is now just as 
controversial a figure as he was while serving 
wi th us in the House of Representatives and 
while serving as our Ambassador to the United 
Nations Organization. 

Everyone said that it could not be done, 
but Diana Nyad succeeded in swimming from 
the Bahamas to Florida. This 30-year-old 
New Yorker was swirmning in the ocean for 
27 hours and 38 minutes and this was quite 
a feat. 

Virginia and I arc delighted that 
Jeffrey Jirles was accepted at Vanderbilt 
University and has started his freshman year. 
We believe he will make an excellent record 
and with Dr. F.D. Reardon, Sr., Dr. F.D. 
Reardon, Jr., Charles Reardon and Virginia 
all having attended Vanderbilt and graduat
ing with different kinds of degrees, this 
certainly rnerus that on this side of our 
family, our people know that Vanderbilt is 
one of the great Universities in this country. 

Jim White has started his second year 
at Oberlin an~ I can hardly believe that 
'Virginia is old enough to have two grandsons 
in College_ 
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September 5, 1979 

Early this morning, the funeral for 
Lord Mountbat ten was hele at Westminster 
Abbey in London. This man was one of the 
finest looking men around the world and was 
a man who established quite a military 
record. In World War II, he served as 
Supreme Allied Commander in Southeast Asia, 
leading the armies that defeated the Japanese 
in Burma. He took the surrender of the 
Imperial J apanes e Army in Singapore in 1945. 
Dignitaries from around the world attended 
the funeral this morning, but none repre
sented Japan. The Japanese Embassy in Lon
don said tha t they had not been invited to 
send a representative and that Lord Mount
batten did not want any Japanese officials 
at his funeral. Following the death of 
Lord Mountbatten on August 27, which took 
place when his fishing boat was blown up 
off the wes t coas t of the Irish Republic, 
reportedly by the Provisional Irish Repub
lic Army, the Japanese Government remained 
silent and issued no public statement of 
condolence. This assassination was one of 
the horrible events to take place during 
the year of 1979. He was the Uncle of 
Queen Elizabeth I s husband, Prince Phillip 
and Lord ~!ountbatten was also a cousin of 
Queen Elizabeth. 

We start back in today to finish up 
the First Session of the 96th Congress. On 
our Committee on Appropriations, we have 
13 regular appropriation bills each year, 
together with a continuing resolution. 
Alchough October 1 begins a new Fiscal Year, 
onLy three of our Bi:ls have passed the 
Rouse and ,he Senate, wit] t'1e three 



'erence reports for each Bill, having als() 
:ed the HouSe. The three Bills where the 
'erence reports have been adopted in the 
e, are EnergY and Water, State~Justice~ 
terce, and Labor-ffEW. The conference 
,rt on liUD has been filed and is ready 
House consideration. Two more Bills 
.culture Appropriations and District ~f 
mbia Budget have passed the House and 
Senate and conferences will be scheduled 
in the next few days, Treasury~postal 
ice, Interior and Military Construction 
passed the Rouse and are now before 

Senate, Foreign Assistance, Transpor-
on and Defense have not passed the House. 

Changing the Fiscal Year date from 
to October L has not helped the sit

on very much because we on our Committee 
constantly delayed, wai ting for the ' 
orization cornroittees to act before we 
bring out the Appropriation Bills, 
ner factor that is present today, is 
controversial nature of each Appropria-
Bill when it is presented to the House 

Senate, Some want to reduce the Bill 
tantially and others want to increase 
,mounts to levels that are not acceptable 
le President, 

Hurricane David has finally dissipated 
: causing over a billion dollars damage 
:aking the lives of well over a thousand 
.e in Latin America, It finally headed 
'ds South Carolina and Georgia, but the 
,ts this morning are good and it appears 
the whirling ca~age caused to Cuba and 
, Domingo \las jus~ enough to take the 
lout of this one which is probably the 

one we had since L 968, 
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We h1'!-ve in Washington, a magazine 
entitled, "'"The Washingtonian." This magazine 
compares f.avorably with the "New Yorker" 
and from time to time they really take on 
the Congre ss. In the July issue they list 
the CAPITO:::L HILL BEST AND WORST. Here is 
the way they rate some of the Members of 
Congress: 

CONGRESSIONAL EGO 
BIGGEST: Senators 
and PTank Church. 
tive ~ack Brooks. 

MOST INTELLIGENT 

Charles Percy 
Representa-

BRIGH'TEST: Senator Jacob Javits 
Representative David Obey. 

MOST COURTLY 
BEST: Senator John Stennis. 
Representative William Natcher. 
WORST: Senator Jake Gam. 
Representative Michael Ozzie 
Myers. 

TEMPE:RAMENT 
BEST: Sena tor Paul Se.rbanes. 
Representative Thomas Foley. 
WORST: Senator Edmund Muskie. 
Representative John Dingell 

LIKED BY COLLEAGUES 
BEST: Senator Gaylord Nelson. 
Representative Frank Thompson. 
WORST: Senator Robert Byrd. 
Representative Delbert Latta. 

FASHH1NABLE 
BEST: Ser.ator Abraham Ribicoff. 
Representative Ronald Dellums. 
WORST: Sena::or Lo\Nell Weicker. 
Repre sent ative Ed\Nard Patten. 
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RESPECTED BY COLLEAGUES 
~OST: Senator Charles Mathias. 
Representative Tip 0' Neill. 
LEAST: Senator Gordon Humphrey. 
Representative Charles Diggs. 

EFFECTIVE 
MOST: Senator Russell Long. 
Representative Barber Conable. 
LEAST: Senator Claiborne Pell. 
Representative Andy Jacobs. 

SPE1\KING ABILITY 
BEST: Senator Ernest Hollings. 
Representatives Jim Wright and 
John Anderson. 
WORST: Senator Howard Cannon. 
Representative Mario Biaggi. 

Sadat and Begin are meeting again 
in Israel and moves are being made to give 
some recognition to the PLO' s. This is 
the subject that brought about the reSig
nation of Andy Young and is one that the 
Israelis have refused to consider since 
the PLO' s do not recognize Israel or the 
fact that Israel is a country that is to 
survive. 

During the year of 1979 we have had a 
great many major events take place around 
the 'World. At least there is no major war 
unde-rwayaround the world, notwithstanding 
the skirmishes that continue from time to 
time in Africa. In this country, we are 
faced with the most serious inflation that 
we have had during my lifetime and with an 
energy crisis that must be solved if we are 
to continue as the most powerful country in 



the world. 

In considering the budget for Fiscal 
Year: 1980, we approved of only a very few 
new programs, hoping to bring the budget 
in ":lalance. If we pass a lO-year $142 billior 
Synt:hetic Fuels Bill, this simply means that 
a balanced budget will not be presented in 
the next three years. The question is shall 
we take the chance on unemployment and having 
cDld people next winter throughout the country 
This is a serious problem and the Senate so 
far, has not accepted the President's pro
pDsal outlined in the Synthetic Fuels Bill 
because this would knock the balanced budget 
proposal out the window. 

For several months now, we have heard 
vEry little about the ratification of the 
E<ju.a.l Rights Amendment. Three or four of 
tlle states ratified and then when the 
l~g:islature met the following year, repu
diated the ratification. The Attorney Gen
e::ral in an informal ruling, said that in 
his opinion, once the legislature ratified 
i 1: could not later repudiate their action. 
11: still requires 4 or 5 more states for 
ratification of this amendment and it is 
still right controversial. 

In speaking of Constitutional Amend
ments since I have been a Member of Con
g:res s. we have approved four Amendment s 
in the Congress and the four were ratified 
b:5 the states. che 23rd Amendment was 
approved by Resolution of Congress on 
Jue 17, 1960 and this amendment provided 
for the Presidential election vote in the 
D:ist::r:i..ct of Columbia. The 24th Amendment 
was approved by Resolution of Congress on 
August 27, 1962 and this amendment provided 
tbat: no citizen should be deprived 0 f his 
right to vote by virtue of any poll tax 
or oth.er tax requirement. Next we had the 
25t'1 A.1!lendment which was approved by Reso-



lu.tion of Congress on July 6, 1965 and 
this amendment provided for the filling of 
the vacancy in the Office of Vice Presi
del:lt and the right of the Vice President 
to take over in case the President was 
unable to carry out the duties of the 
of£ice. Next we had the 26th Amendment 
which provides for the rights of citizens 
of :he United States to vote on attaining 
18 ,ears of age. This amendment was approved 
by Resolution of Congress on March 23, 1971. 

Only sixteen amendments have been 
ado]lted to the Constitution since the ori
gin.!l Constitution was signed. Upon approv
ing the first ten amendments, then enough 
votes were secured for the signing of the 
Constitution and from that time down to 
the present date, only 16 have been rati
fied by the people of this country. From 
time to time we have amendments presented 
concerning abortion, forced busing and other 
matters and certainly these amendments are 
not necessary even though at the time they 
gen~rate a lot of sentiment. 

I hope that no additional amendments 
will be approved by the Congress during the 
bala:nce of this year. 

September 7, 1979_ 

On March 1, 1954 I was in the House 
Chamber sitting two seats away from Kenneth 
Robet::ts, when the four Puerto Ricans shot 
five of the Members. On our side, Repre
sentatives, Kenneth Roberts of Alabama, 
Cli:Eord Davis of Tennessee and George Fallon 
of Mcryland were shot and on the Republican 
side, Representatives Bentley of Michigan 
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and Jensen o£ Iowa were s~ot. This was 
probably the most exci ting event that has 
ever occurred in the House of Representatives 
Chamber and after the four Puerto Ricans were 
captured, they were tried and sent to prison. 
All four maintained that they were advocates 
of and followers of the group that favored 
Puerto Rican independence. 

President Carter yesterday, granted 
freedom to the four Puerto Ricans who have 
been in prison since 1954. The White House 
said that the granting of clemency was 
recommended by Attorney General Benjamin R. 
Civiletti and Secretary of State Cyrus R. 
Vance. Each prisoner has served more than 
25 years and this, of course, is considered 
a much longer period than most criminals 
serve and since the four, according to the 
Attorney General, pose little risk of further 
illegal activity of becoming the rallying 
point for terroris t groups, they should be 
freed. There will be probably very little 
connnen t on the Pres iden t 's action at this 
time, but if some of the older Members who 
were alive and in the House Chamber at the 
time of the shooting in 1954 were here, 
there would really be a number of speeches 
made today and wi thin the next few days 
indicating displeasure with the action of 
the President. 

The stationing of Soviet Troops in Cuba 
which was only recently discovered, will play 
an active part in the SALT II debate which 
will begin in the Senate on October l. 

During my tour of the District during 
the Augus t rec e 5S, I had an opportunity to 
talk to a great crany people concerning 



inflation. ~ost of ~hem agreed with me that 
we must, in our families anc homes throughout 
this country, cut back on expenditures and 
on the high cost of :~viLg scale that we 
have enjoyed so much during the ?ast five 
years. Yesterday, our new Secretarv of the 
Treas ury, G. \ili 11 iaIl.'- ~filler ""arne d that the 
Nation rr.ust go t~rough a period of austerity 
for at least the next two years ~o wring 
inflation our of our system. This austerity 
period must have the full backing of the 
public, he said and I certainly agree. 

September 10, 1979 

On Wednesday week, a battle over the 
federal budget starts in the House when the 
Second Budget Resolution and the final one 
is called up for final passage. There will 
be considerable pressure to impose fiscal 
restraint as a way of controlling inflation 
and at the same time, powerful special 
interests led by the military are allowing 
for spending increases to keep their programs 
level with rising prices. During general 
debate on this Resolution, the RepUblicans 
will demand a big taK cut that they sav would 
head off a threateni:l.g recession. At the time 
the First Budget Resol.u:io!l for Fiscal Year 
1980 was adopted, we sec the deficit at 
$23 billion and the spending ceiling at 
$530 billion. Now th.e Senate wants to 
take off $4 bi1'-ion oore from the spending 
cei ling and mos t 0 f t::is would come out of 
the appropriation hi:l ~or Labor-Health, 
Education and We~fare. 

;.rith all 0:: his problems concerning 
inflati.on, the comb a: troops from the Soviet 
Union which number some 3,000 that are n01>l' 
stationed in Cuba an'; tbe energy crisis, 
Presice:1t Carter 1..5 :igbting an uphill 
~attle to gain recognit ion for his leadership 



in the Whj te HOUR€ and so far, is slilJDinp
back more each day. According to the'pre~s, 
Senator Kennedy, within the past 10 days, 
has talked with his mother and his wife, 
who is now living in Boston, about his run
ning for President, if for any reason some
thing happens to President Carter. The 
Senator announced that his mother and his 
wife said that they had no obj ection to 
his making this race. On Friday of this 
past week, Senator Kennedy had lunch with 
the President at the White House and accord
ing to the two Atlanta newspapers, Senator 
Kennedy asked President Carter to withdraw 
in his race for re-election because if he 
remained in the race and was nominated, he 
could not win. The President denied that 
this conversation took place but his res
ponse was so worded that statements indi
cating the same meaning could have been made 
by Senator Kennedy so it is believed gen
erally here on the Hill that the Senator 
did ask him to indicate that he would not 
be a candidate for re-election. 

In speaking of the combat troops in 
Cuba, several weeks ago, Senator Richard 
Stone of Florida received information that 
there were some 2, 000 to 3, 000 Soviet combat 
troops in Cuba,and last week the White 
House admitted that in addition to Soviet 
military advisors, there were combat troops 
stationed in Cuba and the President further 
indicated that they had been there for 
several years. This brought forth a statement 
immediately from former President Ford that 
if any troops were stationed there during 
his term as President, he was never advised 
that this was the situation and in fact, 
he did not believe that any combat troops 
were in Cuba while he was President. He 
then went on to make a right positive state
ment that President Carter should stop 
shifting the blame and should proceed 
i11llIlediately to get these combat troops out 



of Cuba. Today, the Russian Ambassador 
will meet:: with the Secretary of State and 
this wi.lL be the problem under dis cussion 
The Sovie t Ambass ado! has just ret umed 
from the Soviet Union and should be in a 
posi tion to discuss this problem withou t 
any quest ion with our Secretary of State. 

Pres ident Carter cont inues to have 
problems with his White House staff. At 
the Democratic Leadership breakfast at the 
White House last week, Tip 0' Neill informed 
the President that: he had to nave more of a 
White House presence on the Hill this Fall 
He went on to say that: the President needed 
more liaison people showing up more frequently 
in Congressmen's offices to convince them 
that the President was working diligently 
for his program. 

Unemployment has jumped from 5.7% 
to 6% and this is a jump that has been 
expected since the economists in this COuntry 
deem i~ necessary eyen if i~ is ~o1itically 
risky ~n order to flght agalnst lnflation. 
Fighting inflation brings on one problem 
after another. 

It is very seldom when you see an 
article in the paper which is favorable 
to the President these days. In Sunday's 
New York Times, Willi8lll Tucker, a Contri_ 
buting editor to Harper's Magazine, outlined 
the President' s problems and then went on 
to say that Jimmy Carter had been doing a 
very good job of waking up Amerlcan' s to 
the new reali. ties of the world. The com
plaint, according to this author, now is 
that the 1resident has not disv:ayed 
leadershi~. .At the same time, 1yndon B. 
Johnson and Richard M. Nixon were both 
strong leacer:s and both were dr'ven from 
office. Fe went on to say that Gerald R 
Ford, who made notable efforts in curbing 
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inflation, was the first incumbent to 
be voted out of office since Herbert 
Hoover. In enumerating some of the things 
the President has done, Tucker described 
these transactions as being the kind that 
an alert President would tackle and not 
just sit by and do nothing. Following 
Watergate, the people indicated that they 
wanted a nice sensitive man in the Office 
of President and Mr. Carter filled this bill. 
Now, the public, according to the polls, 
wants a dynamic leader who tells it what 
to do and since the President has been con
vinced that this is what the people want, 
he is now adj usting his style accordingly. 
This man writes a right good article and 
described the situation today better than 
most other writers who seem to want to put 
the meat ax into President Carter in every 
other paragraph. This seems to be the media's 
style now and the kind that they believe sells 
newspapers and causes people to jump up and 
down with glee when they hear such state
ments on television and radio. 

September 11, 1979 

The Kennedy canidacy for President is 
really being discussed now in Washington. 
Yesterday Tip 0' Neil1 our Speaker, said that 
if Kennedy decided to run, he will have the 
support of the New England Congressional 
Delegation. He went on to say that he did 
not believe that Kennedy could be denied 
the Democratic Nomination if he were to 
run. The timing of the Speaker's connnents 
added to the political flurry Kennedy started 
last week when he announced that his mother 
and his wife, who is living in Bos ton, had 
given approval to a Presidential campaign. 



- ~O,819 -

Previously Tip O'Neill said that if Kennedy 
were to run, Carter would not get the nomi
nation. 

The four Puerto Rican Nationalists were 
given quite an ovation in Chicago when they 
were released from prison. Lolita Lebron. 
Rafael Cancel Miranda, Irving Flores Rodri
guez and Oscar Collazo were granted clemency 
last week by President Carter who ordered 
them freed as a significanthumanitarian 
gesture. The fourth Nationalist in the 
House shoot-up. Andres Figueroa Cordero, died 
of cancer in March. Only the woman and the 
three men were saluted in Chicago. Collazo 
had been imprisoned for his attempt to 
assassinate President Harry Truman in 1950. 
The three men and the one woman were con
victed of shooting up the House and one of 
the three men was Cordero who died of cancer 
in March. 

The Soviet Ambassador, in meeting with 
the Secretary of State yesterday, rejected 
the United States 'position on Moscow's troops 
in Cuba. The Pravda newspaper in the Soviet 
Union says that though the troops stationed 
in Cuba are only training Cuban troops, they 
are not combat forces stationed in Cuba for 
any other purpose. The statement contained 
in the Soviet newspaper described Soviet 
forces in Cuba as a training unit that has 
not changed in func tion or number since it 
was introduced in 1962, the year of the Cuban 
missile crisis. After the meeting of the 
Secretary of State and the Soviet Ambassador 
yesterday, no public statement was issued 
by either side. An annoucement was made 
that another meeting will be held on Wednesday 
of this week. 
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September 12, 1979 

According to word that we received 
here on the Hill, Senator Edward Kennedy 
told President Carter in their private lunch 
last Friday, that he has changed his position 
and is now considering challenging Carter for 
the 1980 Democratic Presidential nomination. 
Yesterday, Kennedy said that he may run for 
President unless there is an improvement in 
the economy or at least a perception of 
impovement by the American people. Kennedy 
said he will announce his decision before 
the end of this year so that if he decides 
to run, he can campaign in Iowa and New 
Hampshire, the first Presidential contests 
in 1980. The Senator went on to say that he 
reassessed his position after a number of 
Democratic colleagues in Washington and 
elsewhere expressed concerns to him during 
July that many Democratic incumbents would 
be in jeopardy in 1980 if Carter heads the 
Party Presidential ticket. According to 
rumor eleven of the twenty-four Senate 
Democrats who face reelection have spoken 
to Kennedy about running. At the lunch, 
Mrs. Carter was also in attendance and for 
months now, when the President invites 
Members of Congress down for a private lunch, 
she is always in attendance. It seems that 
he wants to get her reaction to the conver
sation that takes place while the lunch is 
underway. 

The President has again changed his 
mind about a very important matter. After 
oppos i tion in the Congres s over the amount 
that a synthetic fuels program would cost, 
the President agreed yesterday to slow down 
his synthetic fuels progral!' advising Senate 
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leaders that he would accept a two stage 
synthetic fuels strategy in place of the 
$88 billion crash program he proposed only 
two months ago. This probably means that the 
President is obtaining most of everything 
that he has requested, but I think he has 
made a mistake in agreeing to go along on 
a reduced program. The energy crisis is too 
serious for him to change his mind just 
because Senator Jackson of Washington and 
a few others are against the original program 
as submitted and in fact, are simply against 
President Carter. Jackson has never forgiven 
Carter for what he did to him in the Penn
sylvania Presidential primary in 1976. 

September 13, 19]9 

Three of the Puerto Ricans who shot 
up the House, along with their fourth com
pa. triot. returned to Puerto Rico and in 
today's newspaper appeared a lengthy article 
entitled, "Terrorists Given Heroes r - Welcome 
in Puerto Rico." A portion of this article 
is as follows: 

"Thousands of screaming Puerto 
Ricans tore down fences and surged against 
police lines today to greet four terrorist 
l1eroes of the nationalist movement returning 
co Puerto Rico after a quarter century in 
O. S. prisons. 

The four, who were freed on Monday, wept 
gs they embraced relatives and friends on 
grrivai at San Juan Airport. Supporters, 
estimated at about 6,000 strong madly waved 
g sea of flags and banners near a makeshift 
speakers r platform, sJouting "Viva Puerto 



Rico libre" and "Jibaros si. Yanquis no.," 
Jibaros are native Puerto Ricans. 

Their loudest cries were "Lolita! 
Lolita," for the still-fi.ery Lolita Lebron, 
59, the leader of a group that shot up the 
House of Representatives in 1954, wounding 
five congressmen. "You must know the facts," 
she shouted at the crowd, h.er voice hoarse 
from two days of speeches. "The United 
States will repress anyone that tries to 
assert their birthrigh.t on nationhood." The 
crowd roared its agreement. 

Oscar Collazo, 67, who tried to as
sassinate President Truman in 19.50, told 
the people to ignore the tears on his face .. 
"I am so happy to be in a place where I am 
not afraid to express my emotions,'" he said." 

September 15, 1979 

We are still behind with our legislative 
program in the First Session of the 96th Con
gress. It now appears that 12 appropriation 
bills will have passed in the House by the 
beginning of the new fiscal year on October l. 
Only 3 will be sent down to the President for 
his signature. Several of the bills have not 
passed the Senate and we finally passed in the 
House yesterday a Department of Defense auth
Drization bill that is 4 months late and the 
bill that we have had to wait on before pass
ing the Defense Appropriation Bill for Fiscal 
Year 1980. 

Two of our appropriation bills are now on 
the President's desk for his consideration. 
One is the Public Works Appropriation Bill 
and the other is the appropriation bill for 
State, Justice and Connnerce. I saw a letter 
)"esterday that the Speaker signed and under
stand that the Majority Leader has also pre
;:Jared a letter with both to go down to the 
President urging him to sign thp. "ppropriation 



bill for public works and not veto the bill. 
The Tellico Darn in Tennessee, where that 
famous snaildarter was discovered and blown 
completely out of proportion by the environ
mentalists, is a part of the appropriation 
bill for final construction wi th only $12 mil
lion necessary to complete the project. Well 
over $100 million has been spent on this pro
ject so far during the past 5 years. The 
Secretary of Interior is insisting that the 
President veto the bill because of the environ· 
mental interests involved. The Corps of Engin
eers maintain that they scooped up all of the· 
snaildarters and transferred them to another 
stream and since every effort was made to 
locate the very last snaildarter to move, the 
President should not use this as an excuse to 
veto the bill. The snail darter is about the 
size of a paperclip and is considered an en
dangered species. Today we do not know as to 
whether or not the President will sign the 
bill or veto the bill but Tom Bevill of Ala
bama, the Subcommittee Chairman on Public 
Works told me that if the President vetoed 
his bill again, he could do his own campaign
ing in Alabama as far as he was concerned. 
Bevill has been Chairman of this Subcommittee 
now for three years and the first year Presi
dent Carter signed the bill and later said 
he should have vetoed the bill. Last year 
he did veto the public works bill and we 
failed to override. 

We take the Continuing Resolution to the 
full Committee on Monday of next week and 
operating ten or twelve departments of the 
federal government under a Continuing Reso
lution is not good. 

MyoId friend Jerry Ford really seems to 
be enjoying life. His wife emphatically 
stated this past week that she did not want 
1im to be a candidate for President or for 
any other public office. My guess is that 
1er wi.sh will come true. 


