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30 URNAL 

OF 

WILLIAM H. NATCHER 

MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

2ND DIST. OF KENTUCKY 

VOLUME XXXIX 



October 17, 1978 

After being in Session from noon on 
Saturday until 7: 30 pm Sunday night, we finally 
adj ourned the Secon d Ses sion of the 95th Con
gress. We will reorganize the House in Dec
ember and the Sine Die Resolution provided 
for adjournment until January 15, 1979. 

I am now back in Kentucky and will travel 
throughout my District in the next few weeks. 

Yesterday, a new Pope was elected. Car
dinal Karol Wojtyla, (pronounced Voy-tee-wah) 
58 years of age, was elected. He is the Arch
bishop of Poland and is the first non-Italian 
to be elected in 450 years. He immediately 
took the name John Paul II. 

Two fine old gentlemen are leaving the 
Senate this year. They came to Congress dur
ing the Administration of Franklin D. Roose
velt and they are Senator James O. Eastland 
of Mississippi and Senator John J. Sparkman 
of Alabama. Now they are both old men leaving 
Washington and the United States Senate for 
good, going back to the south to their homes. 
Nei ther wants to go, but after all, Sparkman, 
who is now 78 years old, has been on Capitol 
Hill for 42 years, the first ten of them in 
the House, and Eastland, 74 years of age, 
has been a Senator since 1941. When Sparkman 
came to Washington, our President, Jinnny Carter, 
was selling peanuts for a nickel a bag in 
Plains, Georgia. When Eastland was first sworn. 
in, Japan had not yet attacked Pearl Harbor. 
Eastland intended to make one more race, but 
he soon found rut that he would have Primary 
and November opposition, Sparkman is not 
well at all and I know that the members of 
his family must have prevailed upon him to 
retire. 



October 26, 1978 

I am traveling in my District and I 
spent the day, yesterday, in Edmonson County. 
This county is the fomer home county of 
Dni ted States Senator M. M. Logan and Congress
man Beverly M. Vincent. I went all around 
and saw a lot of people and ended up at the 
Brownsville High School where I spoke to the 
Civics Class. I have worked hard to bring 
this County along since I have been in Con
gress. This is one of my small Counties 
and is a Republican County. Proj ects like 
the Nolin River Reservoir, the manufacturing 
plant now located there, the new water and 
sewer system, the water district in the County, 
the new Postoffice building, the new public 
use building next to the Court House and a 
number of other projects have really helped 
this County. 

October 30, 1978 

The 1978 Nobel Peace Prize was awarded 
jointly on Friday of last week to Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat and Israeli Prime Minis
ter Menachem Begin. The two Mid East leaders 
for 11 months engaged in an often difficult 

. drive to end 30 years of Arab-Israeli hostility! 
had been mentioned prominently as likely candi
dates for this pretigious prize. The prize 
carried a stipend of $165,000 and ironically 
it comes at a time when Israel and Egypt have 
once again hit a snag in their negotiations. 

I am back in Kentucky now and this weekend 
went fishing with three of my friends down on 
Kentucky Lake. We caught a few nice fish but 
should have caught more. 

On Sunday, I spoke at Elizabethtown for 
Senator Walter D. Huddleston in his campaign 
for re-election. There is no interest what
soever in the election this year, not only in 
Kentucky but throughout the United States. A 



poll recent ly released by Gallup shows that 
only 32% of the people in this country will 
vote in the November 7 election. Certainly 
those who do not vote should not complain. 

There is an article in the newspapers by 
the AP about those Members in the Congress who 
are either under indictment or have been repri
manded by the House. Eilberg, Flood, McFall, 
Roybal, Wilson, Diggs and Burke are all pic
tured and the story maintains that they will 
all be re-elected without too much trouble. 

In Flood's district the article says 
that his people are raising a $250, 000 defense 
fund for him in the two indictments which carry 
12 charges and are not only raising the money 
for his defense fund, but are working day and 
night to re-elect him. 

My next door neighbor, Ed Patten, must 
be in a terrific re-election battle. An article 
appeared in this weeks' papers that his news
papers are really going after him and he is 
fighting back. He was one of those that suc
ceeded in being dismissed by the Ethics Commi
ttee and not reprimanded. 

November 1, 1978 

The stock market took another plunge 
yesterday when it was announced that the price 
of gold had gone up to $243 an ounce and the 
value of the American dollar has gone down 
throughout Europe and in Japan. We hear every 
day that a great many people, including some 
of the leaders in industry and in labor are 
demanding that the President call us back into 
session so that a mandatory wage and price 
control law can be enacted. Inflation is 
really playing havoc with the value of the 
American dollar and anyone who has any gold 
certainly is very fortunate. 



November 3, 1978 

The election in Kentucky is winding 
do~n to a close and it appears that there 
will be the lightest vote in many years. 
The polls show that some 32% to 34% of the 
people in the United States will vote this 
November 7. In Ken tucky it will be the lighte 
vote percentage wise during my lifetime. The 
people are simply turned off and with infla
tion rampant and the high cost of living 
facing the people every day, they are just 
not interested in politics. The Sixth Con
gressional District race between Tom Easterly 
and Larry Hopkins appears to be a right close 
one and according to reports that I receive 
every day, either one can win. There are 
still a lot of people mad about the way labor 
treated Breckinridge when he was defeated in 
the primary. In Senator Huddleston's race 
for re-election, he is very fortunate in 
that he has a non-entity running against him 
and wi th his votes on the Panama Canal and 
his failure to vote on many controversial 
issues during the past two years, certainly 
should act against him if he had a strong 
opponent. It appears that he will win with 
a small majority in Kentucky. 

From time to time, Associated Press 
articles are carried concerning the amount 
of money collected by candidates for Congress 
and especially those who have no opposition. 
An M· story was carried throughout the United 
States this last week enti tIed "Some Candidate! 
Don't Spend Much" . This article is as follows: 

"Running for Congress apparently 
can be an expensive undertaking--even if no 
one else wants the seat. 

Federal Election Conmission figures show 
that 30 members of Congress unopposed for re
election this year raised 1Jlore than $1. 7 
"'i1lion anc spent over 11 million of it. That 



comes to an average campaign fund of about 
$57,000 each and spending of just over 133,000 
each to defend the unchallenged seats. 

In addition, 26 candidates who faced only 
minor oppos ition raised another $1. 7 million 
and spent just under $1. 4 million on their 
races. All candidates in the second category 
either won their primary battles with more 
than 70 percent of the vote or have only 
third-party or write-in candidates in the 
general election. 

There is nothing illegal about such 
fund raising. In fact, a well-stocked cam
paign chest often can aid a congressman's bid 
for re-election by discouraging opposition. 
And the funds collected this year can always 
be used to pay for future campaign expendi
tures. 

In 1977, the 30 unopposed congressmen 
raised $906,832 and spent $474,997 on cam
paign activities ranging from large dinners 
to travel expenses and :postal stamps. In 
1978, the group raised ;;823,380 and spent 
$552,288. 

The star fund raisers during the two
year period were Rep. James M. Collins, 
R- Texas, a member of the House for 10 years, 
and Rep. Billy Lee Evans, D-Ga., who is 
running for his second term in Congress. 
Collins raised $217,356 while Evans was second 
with $183,035, according to the latest FEe 
figures. 

In contrast, two veteran congres smen-
Rep. William H. Natcher, D-Ky., and Rep_ 
Charles Bennett, D-Fla. --got by without any 
he 1 p from the ir friends. 

Natcher raised and spent a grand total 
of $20 in his bid for re-election. The 
source--his own pocket. 



Bennet t put the bi te on himself for 
$2,890 in campaign contributions. Of that, 
$2,875 went to pay his ~17ction filing fee 
to the state. The remaLmng $15 went for 
postage. 

Bennett has been i.n Congres s 30 years 
and Natcher has been a member of the House' 
for 25 years." 

November 9, 1978 

I was reelected to the 96th Congress on 
Tuesday of this week. I had no OPposition in 
the Primarv and in the November election 
This is the first time that I have been ~_ 
opposed on both sides since 1960. 

Carroll Hubbard of the First Congress
ional District was also unopposed on both sides 
and he was reelected. Ron Mazzoli of the 
Third District, M.G. (Gene) Snyder of the 
Fourth Dis trict, Tim Lee Carter of the Fifth 
District and Carl Perkins of the Seventh Dis
trict were all reelected. In the Sixth Con
gress ional District, Tom Easterly defeated 
John Bre'ckinridge in the Primary and was 
defeated by Larry Hopkins, the Republican. 
There was a lot of resentment in Breckin
ridge's District following his defeat and 
in addition, it was disclosed that Labor 
had given over $30, 000 to Easterly. This 
is a very conservative District and Easterly 
was just too liberal and does not have the 
record that Hopkins has. I believe that 
Hopkins will make a good tlember even though 
he may only serve one term. This is a strong 
Democratic District and this means that in 
1980 there, of course, wil! be a move to 
oust Hopkins. The electioTI was right unusual 
in many respects. In the House we will have 
277 Democrats and there will be 1.57 Republi
cans. There were s orne upsets that really 
surprised me. Cederberg 01 l1i.chigan is the 



Ranking M:inori ty Member on our COl1lIIli ttee on 
Appropria tions and he was defeated. He was 
serving his 13th tern and is from a strong 
Republican District. My old friend, John 
McFall, who also serves on our COl1lIIlittee on 
Appropriations did not survive the Tongsun 
Park money episode. We also lost Rooney of 
Pennsyl vania, Meyner of New Jersey, Pattison 
of New York, Blouin of Iowa and several 
others that surprised me. 

In the Senate, Thad Cochran, a Republi
can from Mississippi in the House was elected 
to the Senate. This was no surprise because 
I had heard for months that he would win. 
He will be the first Republican Senator from 
Mississippi since reconstruction days. Hatha
way of Maine lost, along with Griffin of Michi· 
gan' McIntyre of New Hampshire, Anderson of 
Minnesota and several others. In fact, in 
Minnesota, the Republicans picked up both seats 
in the House along wi th the Governorship. 
Al Quie, a Member of the House from Minne-
sota and the Ranking Minority Member on the 
Commi ttee on Education and Labor won the 
Governorship. Percy of Illinois, Tower of 
Texas and Randolph of West Virginia just 
barely pulled through. It appears that the 
Republicans have picked up four seats in the 
Senate. 

Some famous names went down in defeat 
on Tuesday. Gregory Peck, ti-te move star's 
son, lost in his race to unseat Dornan in 
California. George Bush, Jr., a Republican 
failed in his attempt to win George Mahon's 
seat. Senator Stennis' son in Mississippi 
failed in his race to win the Thad Cochran 
seat which was vacant by vircue of Cochran 
running for the Senate. A nunber of other 
well-known individual s throughout the country 
failed in their bids ei ther for House or 
Senate seats, 



The out come of the election clearly 
indicates that the people in this country 
are as mad as they can be over inflation 
and federal spending. This was sounded all 
around the country and must be respected in 
the 96th Congress. 

During the past week, Gene Tunney, the 
old heavyweight champion died. He was in his 
80' s and was the victor in the long count 
against Jack Dempsey. 

Here in Kentucky the Governor's race 
has been underway for months now even though 
we had the Congressional and Senatorial cam
paigns this year. The Governor's race is 
next year and so far, there are five announced 
candidates on the Democratic side and at least 
three on the Republican side. Carroll Hubbard 
of the First Congressional District will 
announce on December 11. 

Our present Governor, Julian Carroll, 
is my friend but he is right unpopular and 
there is an inves tigation generally of his 
administration bei.ng conducted by the FBI 
and others. The Governor will go out a very 
unhappy man becaus e he has been in a media 
fight ever since he has been in office and 
has failed to accoIIIPlish a number of political 
moves which he con. sidered important. 

November 14, 1978 

The WashingtoI:3 Star is now carrying 
on the front page, "The Katharine Graham 
Story". Katharine Graaam is the President 
of the Washington Post and owns the controlling 
interest. She is the claughter of Agnes Meyer 
and Gene Meyer. She married Phil Graham who 
succeeded in sa'ring the Washington Post when 
it was about ready tog;o under. He put toge
ther two radio stat ions and a television 
station with the Pc. st and this was just enough 
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of a gamble to save the Washington Post:. 
Phil Graham was a very attractive man and 
loved beautiful, wild women and whiskey. The 
first of a five-part serialized story in last 
night's paper goes on to describe Katharine 
Graham and the description is right rough. 
Her favorite cuss words and meanness are 
described very much in detail and in 1962 
her husband, Phil, had left her for an Aus
tralian popsy. This is the description given 
of the woman that he was going with at that 
time. Phil Graham, at this time, wanted to 
buyout Katharine Graham' s share in the Post 
and two years later the story goes on to 
state that Phil Graham committed suicide. 
On and on the story goes about Katharine 
Graham and I am just wondering as to whether 
or not she was actually interviewed for the 
series of five articles or if the story is 
just being written without interviews. The 
pictures of Katharine Graham used with the 
s tory were taken by Washington Star photo
graphers and they are really something. 

This woman is probably one of the meanest 
women that I have ever met in my life and life 
has been very unhappy for her for some years 
now. 

November 15, 1978 

During the 95th Congress, we had four 
Senators that died and four House Members. 
Senator John McClel Lan, Democrat of Arkansas, 
Senator Lee Metcalf> Democrat of Montana , 
Senator Hubert Humphrey, Democrat of Minne
sota and Senator James Allen, Democrat of 
Alabama, were the Senators that died. Repre
sentative Clifford A..l1en, Democrat of Tenne
ssee, ReDresentative William Ketchum, Republi
can of California, Representative Ra1plt 



- 10,532 -

Metcalfe, Democrat of III inois and Represen
tati ve Goodloe :Byron, Democrat of Maryland 
were the House Members who died. 

During the 95th Congress, 31 House 
Members announced that they would retire at 
the close of the Congress and 10 United State! 
Senators announced their retirement. 

Thirteen House Members ran either for 
governor or the United States Senate and six 
House Members were defeated in running for 
the Senate. During the 95th Congress, six 
House Members resigned, with two of those bein 
Bergland and Adams, who went into the Presi
dent' 5 Cabinet. 

Five House Members were defeated in the 
primary and three Senators were also defeated 
in primaries. 

Representatives Flood, Eilberg and 
Passman are under indictment and are to be 
tried soon. Representative Hannah was tried 
and convicted and is now serving his sentence. 
Representative Diggs has been tried and con
victed and his case is on appeal. 

The longest Congress in history ran from 
January 3, 1947 to December 19, 1947 (1st 
session) and from January 6, 1948 to December 
31, 1948 (2nd session). 

This 80th Congress lasted 712 days. 

The runner up, the 77th Congress, was 
just one day back at 711 days. The 77th 
Congress was 1941 (346 days) and 1942 (365) 
days. 

The longest single session of the House 
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of Representatives or the Senate ran a full 
366 days (90th Congress). 

Other long Congress I were the 9lst (704 
days) and the 78th (695 days). 

The 23 longest Congress I were fTom 31st 
to the 9lst, and ranged from 291 day session 
to a full 366 day session. 

Iran is still under military rule with 
students and others setting fire to buildings 
and causing disorder generally. They are 
demanding that the Shah resign. For years 
now, we have brought the Shah to this country 
to re-create his image and this may be the 
finish for his rule. 

Public opinion polls for the November 
election this year were really off and some 
so bad as to seem almost fraudulent. Senator 
Thomas McIntyre, Democrat of New Hampshire 
employed a pollster and the poll showed that 
he had 59.5% of the vote and his opponent, a 
gentleman by the name of Humphrey, had 30%. 
On Election Day, Humphrey won. 

The Peace Treaty is still a long way 
off between Egypt and Israel and negotiations 
continue to break down. 

The Pennsylvania House of Representatives 
::yesterday rejected the proposed Constitutional 
Amendment to give the District of Columbia 
full voting representation in Congress. It 
Dlay be along time before three-fourths of the 
.states approve this Amendment and in fact, the 
odds are that it will never be approved. 

I am back in Washington for three days 
:and will retun to Kentucky today. 
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November 20, 1978 

Poli tics is still the damndest in 
Kentucky. 

The Lieutenant Governor of Kentucky, 
Thelma Stovall, really dropped a bombshell 
on Friday of last week. Governor Julian 
Carroll was in North Carolina attending a 
Governor's Conference and Lieutenant Governor 
Stovall decided to call a special session of 
the legislature. Her call includes five pro
posals which are ap of great concern to the 
oeople in Kentucky. First, she proposes to 
increase the state income tax deduction and 
then to freeze state property tax assessments 
at current levels. Next she proposes to eli
minate increases in utility bills without a 
nearing and then increase the power of the 
utility consumer intervenor in opposing rate 
increases. Finally, she proposes that the 
state district court system be modified. 
These are all important issues as far as the 
people are concerned and when the legislature 
meets on December 11 those who are against 
most of these proposals will certainly stay 
home next year. When notified, Governor 
Carroll said that he was shocked and astonished 
to learn second hand of Mrs. Stovall's action. 
He said of course it was purely political 
since she was one of the five announced candi
dates for Governor in the race next year. 

I recall back in the year 1935 when 
Happy Chandler caught Governor Lafoon out of 
the State and called a special session of the 
legislature to provide for a primary instead 
of a convention. The courts at that time hele! 
that the call of the special session by the 
Lieutenant Governor who was acting as Governor 
could not be revoked when the Governor returned 
to the State. This means that we will have a 
Special Session. 



MyoId friend, Leo Ryan of California 
was killed last week in Guyana, a former 
Britich Colony in South America, along with 
a number of reporters and television camera
men. He flew to Guyana to investigate a sect 
which is supposed to contain 1200 Americans 
lead by a man by the name of Jones from Cali
fornia who had previously been run out of the 
State of California. With a number of members 
of the sect who had decided to leave and re
turn to America, Ryan's plane and another 
plane were attempting to take off from a 
jungle airport when a tractor trailer pulled 
up with members of the Jones sect who opened 
fire and killed Ryan, along with several news
papermen and television photographers. Ryan 
was always a right adventuresome sort of a 
fellow and during the six years that he had 
served with us in the House, he was always 
taking trips to countries where the safety of 
the visitor could not be protected. At one 
time, he entered Folsom Prison and served 
eight days to find out how the inmates were 
treated and on a number of occasions traveled 
co South Africa into countries where the 
safety of the visitors could not be protected. 

November 28, 1978 

The U. S. Army, last week completed the 
task of removing 912 bodies from Jonestown 
Ln Guyana. These people died about one week 
ago when cult leader Jim Jones lead them to 
wmmi t suicide. Removing the bodies which were 
Jecomposed must have really been a task. 
i'hese bodies were flown to Delaware and the 
~uthorities are now in the process of identi
iying all of the bodies and turning over to 
~elatives the ones that are claimed. This 
is one of the most horrible events that has 
bappened in this world. 

This man Jones, for a number of years 
promised Utopia and simply delivered death. 



Following the assassination of Congressman 
Ryan, the doctor and the nurse in the Jones
town camp concocted the poisonous brew and 
wi th the exception of a few who were shot, 
the others lined up and committed suicide. 

Information has been obtained from 
records kept at Jonestown that this would 
take place if the camp was disturbed by any
one from this country. Yesterday afternoon 
the Mayor of San Francisco and one of his 
supervisors were assassinated. The Jones 
tribe left the San Francisco area and immed
iately following the assassinations there 
were some people who believed that this might 
be connected with what took place in Jonestown 
Another supervisor had been fired and in a 
fit of rage, since the Mayor would not re
employ him, he killed the Mayor and one other 
supervisor. Apparently this case has nothing 
to do wi th the Jonestown horror. 

December 1, 1978 

The Gove=or' s race is really underway 
in Kentucky. In traveling throughout my D~s
trict during the past 40 days, I find the 
people very much unconcerned generally about 
politics and especially about who is elected 
Governor in 1979. Our present Governor is 
in a running battle with the media and this 
has now existed for over a year. His can
didate at this time is Terry McBrayer who 
at one time scattered rumors throughout the 
Seventh Congressional District that Carl 
Perkins was sick and would retire from Con
gress. Perkins' blood pressure immediately 
started up and ended at about 199% and he 
informed McBrayer that he would consider 
retirement in the year 2010. Carroll Hubbard, 
who represents the First Congressional Dis
trict, has said that he will announce for 
Governor on Decemb er 11. There is every 
indication chat this will be a dirty, knock 
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down, drag oue primary and unless the 
Democrats are exceedingly careful, the 
Republicans may again win in Kentucky when 
the November election rolls around. 

December 5, 1978 

Representative William A. Steiger, age 
40, a Wisconsin Republican, died in his sleep 
at his home here in Washington on Monday. 
Bill Steiger was elected when he was 29 years 
old and for some time. had difficulty enter
ing the Hous e Chamber because the Doorkeepers 
thought he looked too young to be a Member. 
He was a Hember of the Ways and Heans Com
mittee and was one of the able Members on the 
Republican side in the House. Steiger was 
a diabetic, but there was no confirmation 
that the condition was related to his death. 

Senator Ted Stevens of Alaska was in 
a plane crash yesterday at Anchorage, Alaska 
and the Senate Minority Whip was seriously 
hurt and his wife Ann and four other persons 
were killed when a chartered private plane 
crashed near the airport. Five were killed 
and there were only two survivors. Apparently 
there was no reason for the crash and Senator 
Stevens is in the intensive care unit in 
serious condition at the Anchorage Hospita1. 

Both the Democrats and the Republicans 
met in caucus yesterday and an article ap
peared in this morning's Washington Post which 
covers right fully, the proceedings that took 
place in !loth caucuses. This article is en
titled. "House Caucuses Save GOP's Anderson 
and Budget Seats." This article is as follows: 

"Conservative House Republicans 
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failed yesterday to oust Rep. John B . 
.Anderson of Illinois from the third-ranking 
leadership post but installed two of their 
own in lesser posts at a party caucus. 

Anderson defeated conservative Rep. Tom 
Kindness (Ohio), but conservative Rep. Bud 
Shuster (Pa.) beat moderate Rep. Bill Frenzel 
(Minn.) for chairman of the policy committee 

and conservative Rep. Trent Lott (Miss.) de
£eated Reps. Lawrence Coughlin (Pa.) and Willis 
Gardison (Ohio) for chairman of the Republican 
research commi ttce. 

Other top leaders of both parties were 
reelected without opposition yesterday at the 
party organizing sessions for the House in the 
next Congress. 

wlli1e Republicans, who have little to 
say about the rules governing the next Cong
ress, finished their work yesterday, Democrats 
were just beginning to discuss some 52 rules 
changes on their four-day agenda. 

In one major change adopted yesterday, 
Democrats extended to six years from four the 
time a member can serve on the House Budget 
Committee, the only one with a rotating mem
bership. This almost assures the reelection 
of Rep. Robert Giaimo (Conn.) as Budget Com
mittee chairman in January. 

Put off until today were rules changes 
that would automatically prevent a convicted 
member of Congress from serving as a chairman 
of a committee or a subcommittee or from voting 
in the House until he has served his sentence. 
The move wodd affect Rep. Charles Diggs (D
Mich.) who has been sentenced to three years in 
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prison for taking salary Kickbacks from his 
staff. Mo ther member, Rep. Daniel Flood 
(D-Pa.), has been indicted on bribery charges. 

In the contest for chairman of t!1e con
ference of all House Republicans, Anderson 
was reelected over Kidness 87 to 55. It was 
the third time in Anderson's 10 years in the 
post that he has confronted a conservative 
challenge. 

Anderson,56 and a House Member for 18 
years, is widely regarded as one of his 
party's most articulate orators, and is giving 
some thought to running for president. But 
House Conservatives consider him too far left 
of the GOP mainstream to be among the most 
visible spokesmen for House Republicans. 

Kindness, a second-termer, was nominated 
by Rep. Gene Snyder (Ky.), who said Anderson 
supported the Republican Party position less 
than half the time, a statistic that Anderson's 
supporters deny. Snyder conceded that Ander
son is a fine speaker: "I just: wish he was 
on our side more. " 

Rep. Barber Conable (N. Y.) insisted 
Anderson had a good party support: record and 
said the party should not want "docile or 
passive" leadership. 

Minority whip Robert Michel (Ill.) said 
the party needed a "man of stature to har-
monize" differing views. . 

Kindness said later he would have won 
except for the "unusual degree of partici· 
pation by the incumbent leadership." 

Shuster \'as elected chairman of the 
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House Republican Policy COIll1llittee by a vote 
of 80 to 55 over Frenzel, who had been chair
man of the Republican research connnittee and 
was trying to move up a notch. Shuster cam
paigned hard for support from the 36 freshman 
Republicans at their orien.tation sessions 
last week. 

Lott, a six-year member and a prominent 
conservative on the House Rules Connnittee, 
was elected chairman of the Republican Re-
s earch Committee with 82 votes received by 
1Ilodera tes Coughlin and Gradison. 

The policy committee sets Republican 
posi tions on major issues, and the research 
cOIIlIIlittee gives the House Republicans back
ground material and statistics to use in 
debate. 

A rumored attempt by conservatives to 
block designation of liberal Rep. Silvio 
Conte (Mas s.) as ranking minority member of 
the House Appropriations committee did not 
Dlaterialize. 

In the Democratic caucus, the Budget 
Committee membership extension to six years 
from four was offered by Rep. David Obey 
(Wis. ), who argued that an "extremely tough 

year for the Budget Committee" lies ahead and 
it couldn't afford to lose its most experienced 
rnember s. He said the rotation period meant 
the chairman barely learned his job before he 
bad to give it up, and with an inexperienced 
chairman the House committee was at a dis
advantage when it meets with t1:e Senate 
committee, on which membersh:p is permanent. 
'Ihe proposal passed,50 to 30 

Obey also proposed alloring a member who 



is elected chairman during his last two-year 
period to serve another two )Tears, for a total 
of eight. That change could benefit Obey, 
who was in line to be a candidate for chairman 
this year if Giaimo's term was not extended. 

Rep. Abner Mikva (Ill.) argued against 
changing the rules for the sake of people 
now on the committee. Mikva said the proposal 
was "gradually wiping away rotation," which 
he said had been adopted to ensure fresh im
put on the committee. This Obey-proposal was 
approved 61 to 30. 

Today Rep. Peter H. Ko stmayer (Pa.) is 
expected to offer proposals that would pre
vent a convicted member from chairing a com
mi ttee or subcommittee or from voting on the 
floor until the sentence is served. 

Diggs, who was chairman of the District 
of Columbia Committee, voluntarily agreed to 
give up that chair after his conviction, but 
he wanted to keep the chairmanship of an Af
rican subcommittee on the House International 
Relations Corranittee. 

House rules state that a convicted member 
should refrain from participating in committee 
business or voting until he is reelected. 
Diggs was reelected in November. after his 
conviction. Kostmayer would drop the re
election provision from the rules. He said 
he would also like an automatic vote on ex
pUlsion from the House for a convicted member 
after appeals are exhausted. 

"I don I t think convicted felons should 
be allowed to vote in Congress. I don't think 
they should be even allowed to serve, but pen
ding their appeals we I re in a dilemma because 
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we want to be fair," Kostmayer said. 

A proposal by Rep. Matthew McHugh (N.Y.) 
-would require a caucus vote on all subconnnitte e 
chairmen who have been convicted, censured, 
repirmanded or otherwise admonished by the 
House. 

In addition to Diggs, Rep. Charles Wilson 
(Calif.), cbairman of a pos t office subcom

:mittee, would be affected. Wilson was repri
:manded for accepting money from South Korean 
businessman Tongsun Park, key figure in the 
](orean influence-buying scandal. 

Currently only appropriations subcommit
tee chairmen must be elected by the caucus. 
:Flood, who is chairman of the Labor-HEW sub
connnittee of appropriations, intends to seek 
reelection despite his indictment. 

Reelected without opposition were top 
leaders of both parties--Speaker Thomas P. 
(Tip) O'Neill CD-Mass.), Maj ority Leader Jim 
Ij.Tright CD-Tex.), Maj ority Whip John Brademas 
{D-Ind.), Caucus Chairman Tony Foley CD-Wash.) 
~inority Leader John Rhodes CR-Ariz.) and 
:-1inority Hhip Michel. " 

This man, Jim Jones who along with 911 
other members of his flock, who committed 
suicide in Guyana, was really a character. 

Apparently he had hidden at least $10 
million in banks abroad. An artie 1 e appeared 
z.n this morning's Washington Post entitled, 
"Peoples Temple Leader Reportedly Hid at Least 
810 Million in Banks Abroad." This article 
[s as follows: 

"The Rev. Jim Jones reportedly 
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s:tashed at least $10 million in secret bank 
1!.ccount s around the world during his reign 
over the Peoples Temple. 

The details of Jones' financial wheeling 
and dealing began to unfold Sunday in news
paper reports on both the West and East coasts. 

The New York Times reported that Jones 
b.ad established at least six, and perhaps more 
than a dozen, bank accounts in Switzerland 
Panama, Guyana and other countries, using' 
anonymous numbered accounts and dunnny corp-
orations. . 

And a mysterious international battle 
has begun for the fortune which some former 
church member s estimate to be as hiQh as SI5 
million, the newspaper said. " 

In California, real estate was a million
dollar business for the Peoples Temple from 
its arrival in the connnunity of Ukiah the 
!San Francisco Examiner said in a copY;l.ghted 
~ tory. 

Even though most Peoples Temple holdings 
were sold by the time of the tragedy at the 
church's Guyana mission, the cult still gets 
income from other properties acquired by pur
c::hase or gift, the newspaper said. 

Real es tate records in Los Angles, San 
Yrancisco and Mendocino counties showed the 
!total va lue of property held by the cult over 
s period of just a few years exceeded $2 mil
llion, much of it donated by members who gave 
1311 theiI worldly possessions to Jones' church 
'!o show themselves to be true Christians. 

Fort1ler Jones aides have disclosed that 



he often spoke of c h.anneling the church's 
millions to the PaL e:stine Liberation Organi
zation and tha t he mentioned giving money to 
the Soviet Union. 

Now the fortune is apparently up for 
grabs. The FBI is tr ying to identify the 
accounts and remainin,g members at the Peoples 
Temple headquarters in San Francisco say they 
intend to keep opera t:ing and the funds are 
theirs. 

But families of people who gave up prop
erty to the cuI t have begun to file claims 
and people who los t falllily members in Guyana 
are expected to begin filling for financial 
assistance. 

Meanwhile, the Los Angeles Times repor
ted that attorney Mark Lane received more than 
$10, 000 in fees and expenses from the Peoples 
Temple this fall to launch a "counteroffensive" 
program against the groups' purported enemies. 

The report was 'based on documents the 
newspaper said were presented by temple mem
bers who worked wi th Lane. The documents 
indicate that Lane was hired by temple leader 
Jones because of his conviction that a vast 
governmental conspiracy was out to destroy 
':'lim and his church. 

The documents include a legal strategy 
memorandum written by Lane detailing plans to 
fight the alleged consDirac y. There is also 
!l photostat of a $LO .(00 check from the tem
ole to Lane, contradicting :Lane's public 
statements t1at he wasn't being paid by the 
'=emple. 

This weekend Laneconceded he had 
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received the $10,000 check and said the 
temple owed him an additional $2,800, He 
'would :t1either confirm nor deny receiving; 
anothe:r $7,500 in cash. that temple memoer 
Jean B:rown said in a sworn affidavit that 
she ga~e Lane on Nov, 9, 

B:rown said she gave Lane the Money at 
-:'os Angeles International Airport for an ad
vance Jook at an unfavorable article prepared 
Eor the National Enquirer, The article -was 
never printed. 

If] never received any money to purcllase 
an article, that's as far as I can go", Lane 
said, Bu t he added tlla t : "I don' t see any
:hing ~ong" with such an act, and he admit
~ed meeting with Peoples Temple memoers in 
:'os Angeles at that time "about refuting or 
Lnvesti:..gating statements that were made in 
",arious articles, '.' including the National 
:&nquirer article. 

La.ne claimed the questions about his 
-:ole as: an adviser to Peoples Temple were 
~inor compared to what he said was the gov
~rnroent I s failure to prevent the deaths at 
Jonestown and the fact that $7 million in 
i:emple 1II0ney is still in numbered bank ac
o:!ounts abroad. 

La'1\e said he had learned the numbers of 
i:hose b.ank accounts from Terry Buford, a 
.Iormer ligh-ranking official of the temple 
.and thai: he had cabled those banks on Satur
ooiay, di:recting thern to freeze the accounts 
1tlntil fWlrther notice. 

In New York, tJe FBI sai.d that four 
''''UgitiVES, now apparently living in Guyana, 



:nay try to reenter the United States with 
9. group of Peoples Temple survivors. 

Agent Terry Knowles of the FBI office 
in Queens said the four fugitives "might try 
to take advantage of the confusion, they might 
try to take advantage of the event and use it 
.as a vehicle to get back into the country." 

An FBI spokesman in Manhattan who asked 
not to be identified said, "The best infor
mation ~e ha.ve now is that they were not mem
bers of the Peoples Temple, that they were just 
residing down there." 

Knowles identified the four as David Hill 
Albert Louis Brandford, Herman Benjamin Fer- ' 
guson and Claude Elvin Hubert. All fact fed
eral charges of unlawful flight to avoid pro
secution. 

Hill, who has called himself Rabbi Cleve
land seven years ago while appealing convic
tions on nine counts of corporate blackmail. 
His appeal was denied. Hill is the leader of 
the House of Israel, which he says has 8,000 
nembers and which is not connected with or
ganized Judaism. (Related Hi.ll story on this 
I=age. ) 

Branford is charged witn leaving St. 
Louis in 1972 to avoid a rape charge. Fer
guson is charged with fleeing New York Sta te 
t>;here he is charged with con spiracy to connni t 
murder, .and Hubert is charged with murder in 
Los Angeles." 

December 6, 1978 

Pete Rose, baseball's mas t::: sought after 
1978 free-agent, signed yest ~rday '"ith the 
Philadelphia Phillies for $3 million over 4 
y-ears, which is the record of all-time. PetE 
"-:lse is still breaking record s and broke th.e 



National League's consecutive game hie 
record and is noW' trying to break Ty Cobb's 
all-time record. 

Our Speaker really has his problems. At 
a dinner this week, he and his son were just 
leaving when a photographer rushed up with a 
lady and jus t as they were in front of the 
Speaker, the lady opened her raincoat and 
she was naked. The carner a flashed and the 
next day at the meeting with the new Members, 
the Speaker, in a very droll manner, said 
that every Member should be very careful 
because he could have been in trouble, he 
said, if he had been alone. The Speaker 
seems to find all the pitfalls but some
how flounders out each time. 

The Democratic Caucus will conclude 
today, and a resolution will be adopted 
pertaining to Members who have been indicted 
and those who have been convicted. Their 
status as subconnni t tee chairmen and cOIllIllittee 
chairmen will be decided in this resolution. 

This man, Jones, who committed suicide 
at Jonestown, Guyana, apparently had letters 
{Jf endorsement from a great many important 
:people. One was a very strong letter from 
Joseph Califano, the Secretary of Health, 
Iduca tion and Welfare. Califano says that 
lle has no recollection of ever sending a 
letter of endorsement to Jones and is 
:requesting that the FBI obtain a copy so 
that he may see if it is a forgery. The 
~earch continues for millions of dollars 
deposited by Jones around the world. 
Several of his followers have been arrested 
for the assault on Congressman Leo Ryan 
from California. 

The Shah of Iran is still in trouble. 
lhis week, a strike by worker s in the on 
field, who are opposed to the Shah, has 
reduced oil production to 90% of normae 



production. Fighting continues in the 
streets of Iran and a number of people have 
been killed. The Shah will be exceedingly 
lucky if he survives. 

An investigation has been under way 
now for several months in the FBI. FBI 
Director, William H. Webs ter, announced 
yesterday that two FBI supervisors will be 
fired but that 58 street agents, who were 
involved in illegal break-ins,. wiretaps, 
and mail openings, will be exonerated. 

The Supreme Court, in a right unusual 
decision yesterday, ruled that passengers 
in someone else's car have no right to 
!>rivacy that would stop police from searching 
it. This was a split decision, 5 to 4, and 
gives police considerably more power to 
obtain evidence of a crime and use it against 
passengers in cars. 

Senator Ted Stevens apparently will 
recover from the plane crash at Anchorage, 
Alaska. I presided over the House during 
the Bill on the Alaska Land Claim Act, which 
1ms right controversial, and was the Bill 
that gave Nick Begich so much publicity. 
Tollowing the passage of the Bill, he and 
l!ale Boggs werc in a small plane in Alaska 
.and they have never been heard from since. 
Tlying at this time of year is especially 
dangerous in Alaska and, in fac t, flying 
<ot any time of the year is a right serious 
natter in that State. 

We are still attempting to bring about 
a settlement in the Middle Eas t. Secretary 
of State, Cyrus Vance, is Dlanning on flying 
to the Middle East today in an effort to 
break the deadlock in the Egyptian-Israeli 
treaty negotiations. Egypt is insisting 
on a number of changes in the proposed peace 
agreement. One change would provide that 
t:he Egyptian-Israeli peace accord does not 



take prec edence over Egypt ian alliances with 
its Arabian ne~gh?or~. The. second change 
that Egypt is 1ns1st1ng on 1S a provision 
setting forth a time table and a schedule 
for imp lemen ting the. Wes t Bank autonomy 
plan in the Cmnp David A.ccords. 

We will go back in Caucus again this 
morning at IO 0' clock. 

The House of Represen ta t i ves has decided 
to investigate the Peoples Temple that 
operated under Jones in Jonestown. This 
investigacion will be held by the House 
Interna tional Relations Commi t tee and in 
addition, proposals will be made foll~wing 
the investigation as to the use of funds 
loca ted by the U. S. government to reimbur se 
the Treasury for costs incurred in bringing 
home survivors and bodies from the Jonestown 
Temple colony. 

It seems that the D. C. amendment for two 
Senators and the appropriate number of 
Representatives has gotten bogged down in 
the legislatures around the country. Some 
of those here in Washington are of the opinion 
that Walter Fauntroy, the D. C. Delegate 
should playa much less prominent role in 
the ratification drive. Fauntroy now says 
that he has agreed to a compromise with some 
of those who were resentful of his position 
and he will share command of the campaign 
~;lith a board drawn from a broad spectrum 
of the comrrunity and civic leaders. Fauntroy 
is not a very forceful man and in certain 
?arts of the U.S. would not be too impressive. 
It may be many a day before three-fourth' s 
of the States ratify this amendment. 

December 7, 1978 

Another book has been wri tten, and 
this time Susy Park Thomson is the author. 



While working on the Hi11, this little 
South Korean girl was just about into 
everything. She says she knows a great 
deal about Congressmen. She never was 
romantically involved with Carl Albert, 
a1 though there was gossip to that effect 
going around the Hill. She did maintain 
a very close relationship with Democrat 
Bob Leggett of California, according to 
her book, but this was not a romantic 
relationship. She does not like our present 
Speaker and the book contains a whole lot 
of nasty stuff about Tip O'Nei11. 

House Democrats yesterday adopted a 
number of resolutions pertaining to Members 
under indictment and those convicted of 
crimes. We battled for quite a while over 
the question of closing the Caucus to the 
~edia, but finally the Caucus was closed 
until all matters were debated on questions 
of indictment, conviction and removal from 
office. The Leadership, including the 
Speaker and the Majority Leader, spoke in 
favor of closing the Caucus. Front page 
stories appear today about the move to close 
the Caucus and Daniel Flood of Pennsylvania, 
vho is Chairman of probably the most important 
subcommittee in the Congress, will be affected 
~y the resolutions adopted yesterday. We 
hope to conclude the Caucus today and this 
Vlill take place notwithstanding the fact 
1:hat Bill Steiger' s funeral will be held 
:in Wisconsin. 

Former President Nixon will arrive in 
Washington today to attend a dinner with 
former aides who belong to the so-called 
February Club. He has just returned from 
Prance and England where he gave a series 
of interviews and made a speech at the 
Oxford Union. The last time the former 
President was here was to attend the funera2. 
Df Hubert Humphrey. 



December 8, 1978 

We finished the Caucus yesterday and 
the Republicans are very much disturbed over 
some of the changes in the House rules that 

were adopted. Instead of 20 s tanding for a 
roll call vote in the Committee of the Whole, 
under the new rules the required number will 
be 25. This stops some of the Republicans 
from entering into minor filibusters because 
25 is much more dofficul t to secure than 20. 
The ratio between the Democrats and Repub
licans now in the House, is a little less 
than two to one and the Republ icans are com
plaining about the number of Members that 
they will have on the Rules, Appropriations, 
Ways and Means and Budget Committees. John 
Rhodes, the Minority Leader said that the 
action in establishing ratios was simply a 
naked grab of power and since the Democrats 
have the votes, all he could do was to com
plain publ:icly. 

We will now wait until the 96th Congress 
convenes on January 15, 1979 for further 
action concerning adoption of the new rules 
and committee assignments. 

I will return to Kentucky today and 
finish traveling in my District and I am 
looking forward to Christmas. 

December 14, 1978 

For the past ten days we have had floods 
in Kentucky from nearly all of the rivers. 
Beginning about two weeks ago rain started 
falling over all of the state and before it 
ended, we had some 9 to lll;; inches. New 
Haven, Lebanon Junction, Boston, West Point 
and several other small towns and communities 
were almost flooded out in our District. Be· 
ginning on Sunday of last week I started 
making my request that at least three or four 



of our counties be declared disaster areas. 
The Governor, after flying over the state, 
called upon President Garter for a declaration 
placing seventeen counties in the disaster 
area. Four of the seventeen were in our 
District. We are now in the process of 
cleaning up and repairing roads and bridges 
and I do hope that when all of this water 
finally comes down the Ohio River it will not 
cause problems at the lower end of my District. 

Sometimes we have right unusual events 
take place in the House and recently one 
-received considerable publicity. The staff 
of defeated candidate Newton I. Steers, Jr. 
(Rep.-Md.) joined together and prepared a 

Resume for the entire staff requesting em
ployment for the staff as a unit for ~228,OOO 
.a year. In addition to placing an ad in a 
Capitol Hill newspaper, the staff in search 
of a new boss sent completed sets of Resumes 
to each of the new 77 House Members elected 
in November. So far none of the incoming 
Members has expressed any interest in buying 
the staff as a set and now they are searching 
individually for jobs. This man Steers has 
served with us now for four years in the 
House and knowing him as I do, I was not at 
all surprised to hear what his staff was doing. 

On Tuesday of this week. Prime Minister 
Golda Meir, the pioneer and stateswoman who 
~elped build modern-day Israel was buried. 
Prime Minis ter Begin and members of Mrs. Meir' s 
~a.mily were present along with some 400 dig
litaries from around the world. The United 
;tates delegation numbered 42 and was headed 
)y Mrs. Lillian Carter, the mother of Presi
lent Carter. Mrs. Meir died at the age of 
:0 after a IS-year battle with cancer. Accord
.ng to her Wishes, no eulogies were given and 
he Chaplain stated--"The Lord Giveth and the 
,ord Taketh Away". Blessed is the name of the 
ord. " This just about ended the funeral. 



This was a great lady and she spent a large 
portion of her life in Wisconsin. 

December 28, 1978 

During the Christmas recess our Secretar:s> 
of State has traveled back and forth to Israel 
and to Egypt hoping to bring about a peace 
agreement. It appeared at Camp David that 
there might be an agreement signed by Dec
ember 15 but so far no agreement. In fact, 
the parties seem to be further apart on the 
question of the West Bank than at any time 
since the meetings began in Washington. Presi· 
dent Carter, of course, had hoped that this 
agreement would be signed and for the first 
time in about 50 years we could have peace 
in that part of the world. 

The President, during this period turned 
his attention to the reopening of diplomatic 
relations with the Peoples Republic o·f China. 
An American delegation landed in Taiwan yes
~erday and were sent there to assure the 
people of Taiwan that under no circumstances 
would we turn our back on an old friend 
notwithstanding the fact that the President 
is cancelling the mutual security pact on 
January 1, 1979. Pictures appeared in this 
morning's papers showing eggs and red paint 
being thrown at the cars occupied by the 
American delegation as they traveled down the 
street in Taiwan. 

During the Christmas season, I always 
receive a number of right unusual Christmas 
cards. As a general rule, beautiful cards 
~re sent out by the President and the Vice 
~resident. This year the President and his 
· .. ife signed the Christmas card and it is a 
~eautiful card showing a photograph taken 
'.n 1877 of the White House. The drive in 
"ront of the White House is simply covered 
d th beautiful horses and carriages coming 



and going with dignitaries wrapped in rugs 
and most of the men wearing high silk hats. 
In addition to the cards from the President 
and the Vice President, I always receive a 
real nice card from Congressman and Mrs. 
Antonio B. Won Pat. Tony is a very small 
man and everybody in the House knows him. 
This year I received an unusual card from 
the Speaker of the National Assembly of the 
Republic of Korea and his wife. This gen
tleman is 1.K. Chung. I also received a 
beautiful card from the Korean Consul General. 

Jay Rockefeller, the Governor of West 
Virginia has a beautiful card with a colored 
picture of his wife, himself and two sons and 
beautiful little daughter. Jay Rockefeller, 
of course, is hoping that the future will be 
real good to him. I also received a real 
pretty card this year from the Consulate 
{;eneral of the Republic of China. 

MyoId friend, Warren Magnuson, the 
<:ha±rman of the Senate Appropriations Connni
'ttee in the last 10 years has become a right 
~utstanding amateur artist and his card this 
]lear is a copy of an original oil painting , 
Entitled "Bound For Church" which was painted 
lIy Senator Magnuson. This is an unusual card 
<lnd one with a man and woman dressed somewhat 
:similar to the usual dress in Holland on their 
~ay to church. In addition, I received a 
'Ileautiful card from Dr. and Mrs. Ku Cheng-kang. 
::I also received an unusual card from the Office 
elf the Governor of the Commonwealth of the 
~~rthern Marianas. Another card was from the 
Abassador of the Republic de Cote d' Ivoire 
a11X Etats-Unis d'Amerique. 

These are some of the Christmas greet
j"gs that I received this year. Since most 
0' them are real unusual cards, I am placing 
t:.lem in my letterbook. 



- __ .J,..J..J.) -

The Shah of Iran agreed today to take 
a vacation and in leaving Iran, this may mean 
that he will not return. 

During the year of 1978, we had a number 
of unusual events take place. The mass kill
ings and suicides by members of the Peoples 
Temple in Jonestown, Guyana is one of the 
top news stories of the year. 

The meeting at Camp David, between 
:President Carter, Begin, and Sadat, created 
quite a bit of excitement. So far, no peace 
t:reaty has finally been agreed upon. 

One of the most important events was 
t:he Pres ident 's sudden announcement tha t we 
are severing diplomatic ties with Taiwan and 
will establish diplomatic relations with the 
People's Republic of China. A great many 
people in this country agree that trading with I 

China would be good at this time but some are 
still concerned over the severing of the 
treaties that we have with Taiwan. 

In traveling in Kentucky, and the same 
applies throughout the United States, you hear' 
constantly that the people want federal 
spending reduced as much as possible. One 
reaction to this took place in California 
"hen Proposition 13, which was a tax rebellioDj, 
vas adopted overwhelmingly. 

During the year 1978, we had the deaths 
crf two Popes, Pope Paul VI and John Paul I. 
John Paul II is the new Pope and so far has 
done right well. 

Infla tion, which has been hover:ing at 
about 10%, is the major problem in this 
country and has been all year. The dollar 
':las declined throughout the world and every 
effort mus t: be made in the new year to do 



something about inflation. 

One of the most controversial issues 
of the year was the ratification of the two 
Panama Canal Treaties by the Senate. If the 
House had been permitted to vote, both would 
have been turned down. 

The Nation's worst air disaster took 
place in San Diego this year and the world's 
first baby conceived in a laboratory was bom 
in Britain. 

The Mayor of San Francisco, George 
Moscone, was assassinated along with one 
of his supervisors, Harvey Milk. 

We passed a great many Bills in the House 
and the Senate during the year 1978, and 
vere confronted almost every month with 
allegations against certain Members where 
~harges were brought before the Ethics 
(;ollIDlittee. Three Members were reprimanded; 
(me was convicted in court; two others are 
llnder indictment and are to be tried this 
:;rear. We had all kinds of problems as far 
.... s South Korea with certain Members in the 
I!ouse and this was referred to as Koreagate. 
J[oreagate was not as bad as Watergate but 
!Still not good. 

January 10, 1979 

I am back in Washington preparing to 
start the First Session of the 96th Con
§ress. This could be one of the most 
cifficul t years that we have had since 
III have been a Member of Congress. 

The RepUblicans in the House seem to 
!lllways be searching for something that will 
~ive them considerable publicity and be 
~barrassing to the Democrats. The move 



now by the Republican Leadership composed 
Df John Rhodes of Arizona, Minority Leader, 
John Anderson and others is to force the 
Democratic Majority to vote on a Resolution 
to expeL Representative Charles C. Diggs, 
Jr. (D-Mich) from the Congress. This move, 
of course, would kick off a bitter battle 
since the Congressional Black Caucus leader 
lepresentati ve Parren J. Mitchel (D-Md.) 
said the Caucus intends to back Diggs in 
my fight over his seat. Diggs was convicted 
Df accepting kickbacks from his office emplo
rees and was sentenced to three years in the 
penitentiary. This case is on appeal and I 
presume that the Committee on Standards of 
Hficial Conduct in the House will make some 
lIlove in the Diggs case. Several days ago 
! received a letter from the Government 
Classes of Apollo High School in Owensboro, 
lentucky calling for the expulsion of Diggs. 

Apparently we have changed our position 
on Iran. The Carter Administration has aban
~oned any hopes of restoring the Shah of Iran 
to full power. The State Department is today 
emphasizing its support for a civilian govern-

::-ment to succeed the Shah as the countries 
.effecti ve authority. 

A number of our Senators are traveling 
-these days and the delegation that is in 
Deking, China issued a statement yesterday 
tthat according to their conference with 
I Chinese Vice Premier Ping, China has offered 
tto allow Taiwan to maintain its own armed 
Horces after reunification with the Mainland. 
AAt the same time, we hear reports that the 
Jr'eoples Republic of China hopes that Taiwan 
Wld11 join the Mainland through peaceful nego
tr:iations but if this fails, other means could 
smd probably will be used. In the mail this 
WIIeek I received a letter from the National 
trresident of the American Legion Auxiliary. 
8:ihe enclosed a copy of her letter to President 
CXRrter in which Rhe exp 1 a ined that she and her 



husband, Earl B. Bigalow have recently 
returned from a trip to the Far East and 
during their trip visited Japan, Hong Kong, 
the Philippines, Republic of China, Okinawa 
and the Republic of Korea. This lady went on 
to say that they arrived in each country with 
no pre-conceived opinions and they were 
amazed to find the loss of credibility on 
the part of our country as a world power. 
She further stated to the President that 
in South Korea, Taiwan and in Okinawa, they 
discovered an area of concern as to the 
present lack of trust of the United States. 
In a concluding statement in her letter she 
emphatically said that i£ rur country believes 
that it can resolve the problems of the 
Middle East then certainly we should have 
been able to guarantee that Taiwan would 
remain an independent nation through a hands 
off agreement with the Peoples Republic of 
China. 

Cambodia is about ready to £all under 
an onslaught from Vietnam. Vietnamese troops 
and Cambodian rebels have taken over the 
capital of Cambodia and if Cambodia falls, 

:next this group who is sponsored by the 
Communists will turn their attention to 
'Thailand. 

You can always depend on the Supreme 
(;ourt at least once or twice a year to bring 
(Jut a decision that really startles a great 
::nany people in our country. A divided Supreme 
Court yesterday reiterated what it calls the 
sensitive and earnestly contested abortion 
area by narrowing the power of a state to 
;>rotect fetal life. The Court ruled in a 
o>ennsylvania case that it is for the phy
sician and not the legislature to decide 
if there is a reasonable likelihood of the 
fetus sustained survival outside the womb 
with or wi thout artificial support. Of 
course the main practical impact of the 



decision is to defer the states from trying 
to have paid or regulated abortions in the 
period of mid-pregnancy when the fetus is 
approaching or is in the stage of viability. 
Innnediately a Catholic Bishop by the name 
of Kelly, speaking for the National Conference 
of Catholic Bishops said that the Supreme 
Court has abandoned its constitutionally 
defined role and has acted as a maker of 
social policy, a policy which the people 
rej ect . On the other hand, the American 
Civil Liberties Union was jubilant. 

Katherine Graham, the Board Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Washington Post 
Company named her son, Donald E. Graham, 
as publisher of the Washington Post, effective 
today. Graham is 33 years of age and looks 
a whole lot like his father, Philip Graham 
who committed suicide a number of years ago. 

January 12, 1979 

We are all set to go on Monday, 
January 15, the first day of the 96th 
Congress. 

All of our 77 new Members are looking 
forward, along with the old Members, to 
being sworn in on that date. It: is a little 
unusual to have Members announce their 
retirement before a Session begins but 
Senator Schweiker of Pennsylvania announced 
this week that he would not run for re
election to the Senate in 1980. Repre
sentati ve Treen of Louisiana, who ran 
against Hale Boggs in 1962, 1964 and 1968 
and finally winning after the death of 
Boggs, has announced that he wi 11 run for 
Governor in 1979. 

I guess I am starting off the year 
right because the Washington Merry-go-Round 
carries a right nice article about me this 
I{cek. Ordinarily Jack Anderson and the 



Washington Merry-go-Round are not very 
nice to the Members of Congress. 

January 15. 1979 

Governor Marvin Mandel's conviction 
on bribery and mail fraud charges was over
turned Thursday of last week by the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals. It now 
appears that Mandel, either today or tomor
row will go back in as Governor and serve 
until Wednesday when the new Governor is 
inaugurated. After his conviction, he 
stepped aside and the Lt. Governor Blair 
Lee took over the assignment. 

President Carter apparently was very 
much hurt over the criticism of his Adminis
tration by Bella Abzug and shortly after 
meeting with the National Advisory Committee 
for Women, he had his man, Hamilton Jordan, 
notify Mrs. Abzug before she left the White 
House, that she was fired as Co-chairwoman 
of the National Advisory Committee for Women. 
Yesterday. Mrs. Abzug was on Issues and 
Answers and was quite restrained. This 
woman really has had her ups and downs and 
if she had her way, would be the first queen I 

of the United States of America. 

The Shah of Iran is apparently headed 
for the United States within a week or two. 
This may be the last of the Shah. 

Quite a bit of publicity has resulted 
from the 9%-hour operation that John Wayne, 
the American movie actor, had last week. 
This man is 71 years of age and is one of 
Hollywood's biggest stars. Sometime back 
he had open heart surgery and then a cancer 
operation on his lung. In the 9%-hour 
operation, his stomach was removed ,,,hen 
a cancer condition was discovered. He 
is known as "The Duke" and is one of the 



best known movie actors in this country 
today. 

The Secretary of HEW really had his 
day this past week when he announced the 
1979 Smoking and Heal th Report prepared 
by the Surgeon General. I was called upon 
for a statement and the following is what 
I said: 

"I intend to read the new report 
very carefully to see what changes have 
taken place since the 1964 report was re
leased. Changes resulting from careful 
research. Tobacco is produced in 118 of 
Kentucky's 120 counties and the people in 
Kentucky, have for years, believed that if 
tobacco is harmful to the health of our 
people, we must do something about it. This 
is the reason why we built a research faci
lity at the University of Kentucky in 1958 
and why we called upon the people in Ken
tucky to vote to increase the tax to be 
used with Federal research funds at the 
tobacco research facility. Certainly no 
one can obj ect to the Federal Government 
advising our people fully and accurately 
of the results of research efforts which 
are true and accurate. The 1964 report was 
based in the main on suppositions and cer
tainly when Surgeon General Luther Terry 
appeared before the Agriculture COIlllllittee 
following the 1964 report, it was fully 
developed that this was the case. Along 
with the Surgeon General's announcement 
today which has certainly been orchestrated ' 
to the nth degree, I hope Secretary Califano 
will next turn his attention to the $7 bil
lion which is wasted and lost in HEW as the 
result of abuse and fraud according to his 
own statement last year. As one Member 
of the Committee on Appropriations, I intend 
to urge that he now spend a little more time 
concerning the $7 billion that he talked 
so much a.'Jout last ye ar. " 
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January 16, 1979 

Yesterday when we were sworn in, we had 
almost one hundred children in the House 
:hamber with their fathers. They were run
:ling up and down the aisles and they occupied 
so many seats that a number of the Members 
had to stand during the swearing in ceremony. 
On the front page of one of the local papers 
ls a picture of a little boy sound asleep in 
me of the seats and the uproar apparently did 

-not disturb him at all. The Resolutions 
earrying out our action in the December Caucus 
~7ere adopted and after the Speaker was sworn 
in, we adopted the Caucus Resolutions not
~ithstanding the fact that some of the Repub
-:ican Members seemed to be somewhat put out 
~ver the fact that the majority had the right 
-to approve of such Resolutions without general 
c:ebate in the House. This, of course, is the 
EJsual procedure followed by the majority party. 

President Carter will not criticize his 
brother Billy Carter either in private or 
jn public meetings, notwithstanding the fact 
@hat Billy, with his ethnic slurs, pro-Arabian 
COlllIllents, and an interview at Penthouse maga
",ine, has really caused the President trouble . 

. Billy in his actions, seems to have 
developed a love--hate relationship toward 
his older brother. 

The White House announced yesterday that 
~ formal dinner would be given honoring 
C[ina IS Teng Hsiao-peng. Presidents Ford and 
I1Lxon have been invited to the White House 
d.:nner and President Nixon innnediately accep
t:~d the invitation. 

Our State Department officials believe 



-~U,J63 -

that regardl es s where the Shah of Iran takes 
his temporary vacation, he will eventually 
make his permanent residence in the United 
States where many members of his family 
already live. 

The Republicans have started the Presi
dential race for 1980 early and so far, Crane 
of Illinois and Reagan of California have 
announced their candidacies. Baker of 
Tennessee is watching from the sidelines and 

:may shortly enter the contest. 

We adjourned the House yesterday until 
'Thursday of this week, to permit the Steering 
Committee to complete its work in the assign
Dlent of the new Members to Connnittees. We 
""ill go back in Ses sion on Thursday. 

January 17, 1979 

They were dancing in the streets in 
I:ran when the Shah left the country yesterday, 
Girls tossed flowers from upper story windows 
and civilans embraced the soldiers who were 
on guard duty throughout the country, With 
tears in his eyes, the Shah left Iran for 
egypt and the United States. He piloted . 
bis own jet Boeing 727 plane on the journey 
and after spending a few days in Egypt. will 
then corne to the United States. This will 
f"robably be permanent exile as far as the 
S·hah is concerned, The Shah and the members 
of his imperial family have amassed a great 
fortune estimated to run bito billions of 
dollars. One economist in Iran estimates 
~'he assets of the entire royal family at 
·,.ore than $20 billion, This amount would 
~ ither exceed or equal the wealth of any of 
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the other royal families of the Mideast 
oil producing states. 

The Steering COlIlTIlittee is now in the 
process of making recorrrrnendations for the 
election of the chairmen of the twenty stand
ing cOlJlIllittees in the House and they are 
further recommending the filling of vacancies 
of the different committees. We will have 
four of the old Members in the House on our 
{;ommittee on Appropriations, along with three 
new Members. 

. Jamie Whitten of Mississippi was nomi-
nated by the Steering COnTIni ttee for Chairman 
of the Full Committee on Appropriations on 
a vote of 19 to 5. There are certain organi
zations who have objected to his election to 
the Appropriations Committee for the Chair
lIlanship and most of these organizations are 
from the environmental group. 

Representative Daniel J. Flood is in 
Distric t Court here in the City of llashington 
in a trial that is predicted to last for 
at least one month. Flood I s Administrative 
Assistant, Steven B. Elko, is the Federal 
Government's chief witness and he is now in 
t he process of testifying that Flood accepted 
thousands of dollars in bribes for his 
services in securing federal grants and loans. 

Supporters of the proposed D.C. Voting 
R.i.ghts Amendment to the Constitution are 
'l..aving trouble in securing approval by three
::()urths of the states. So far, only the State 
'J= New Jersey has approved this Constitutional 
/ullendment: and it is now before the legisla
':'Ures in Maryland, New York, Wisconsin, Mis
souri, South Carolina and North Dakota. Votes 



are expected either this month or next in 
these states. 

January 18, 1979 

A number of American businessmen are now 
traveling in China. Some have never been to 
China before and since President Carter 
announced that we would renew our diplomatic 
relations with Peking, businessmen throughout 
the world are now traveling in China hoping 
to enter into trade negotiations which will 
normalize trade between the countries invol
ved. These businessmen in traveling in China 
are visiting farm communes, kindergartens, 
universities, textile mills and artistic and 
historic landmarks. These businessmen are 
cO"ling out of China very much pro-China. 
They are bringing back reports of the courtesy 
and friendship that prevail while they were 
there and state quite emphatically that the 
Chinese are a happy and honest people. Much 
to their surprise, no tips are accepted and 
there are no unwed mothers in China. They 
were advised that China may have finally 
established a stable population growth rate 
by late marriage and use of the Pill. 

Those from America are somewhat sur
'prised when they find men and women working 
side by side in every occupation, including 

:road and building construction. The people 
in China are strongly motivated to work hard 

'because they are paid more when they produce 
more. Wages at $20 to $88 per month, of 
,course, are very low by our standards, but 
Thousing and utilities at $6 per month are 
lhighly subsidized. In China the skilled 
c.:raftsman gets three to four times the wage 
~of a common laborer and they have a pension 
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i=lan for ret ired workers. Sick and injured 
',;oorkers are cared for, but those who don't 
'~rk, don't eat. The Chinese are impressing 
t:he American businessmen with their desire to 
~mport all the foreign technology they can 
get their hand~ on and their desire is a 
rcassive educatlon effort to adopt modern 
technology which will bring about a develop· 
!Ilent of new technologies of their own origin. 
OUr bussinessmen believe that we can help 
the Chinese achieve a higher standard of 
:living which will bring about a stronger China 
and one who would be a friend to our country. 
Upon returning to this country, the maj ority 
of the businessmen are urging that we innnedi
ately start to normalize our trade relations 
.. ith China, because if we fail to do so, 
Japan and Europe will simply take over. 

January 19, 1979 

Theodore Lutz, the 33 year old financial 
-ri.z who presided over the successful opening 
~f the 26 miles of Metro subway, resigned his 
-post as Metro General }I.anager effective in 
..April, Lutz succeeded General Jackson Graham 
-who resigned after considerable turmoil over 
the cost of the rapid transit system. In 
the beginning, they tried to convince us 
that this 102 mile system could be constructed 
for $27, billion. I said in the beginning 
:ha t it would be $5 billion or more. The 
estimated cost to finish the system is now 
between $6 and $7 billion. Lutz now says 
that he is simply "burnt out" and the daily 
confrontations of major emergencies is just 
too much for anyone man. This simply means 
that another general manager will have to be 
selected and the cost will still remain about 
the same or even a little higher. 
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The situation in Iran remains serious, 
unless there is a change. A military coup 
may take place any day. The religious leader, 
Khomein, who is in Paris directing the up
rising, now wants to take over the government 
himself and this may bring on more trouble. 
The Daniel Flood case continues underway in 
federal court and the government's chief 
witness, a man by the name of Elko, who served 
as Flood's Administrative Assistant, admitted 
on the stand yesterday that he had lied in 
a number of instances about who actually got 
all of the bribe money. 

Barbara Jordan, the black Member from 
lIouston, Texas, who did not run for reelection 
"this last year, is now an instructor at the 
lIniversity of Texas. Before she left here 
:she lost about 50 pounds and simply looked 
awful, In tOday's paper there is an article 
stating that she is denying that she has a 
serious bone disease. Barbara Jordan is 
a brillant woman and made quite an impression 
'~henshe was here in the House of Represen
tatives. 

January 20, 1979 

The District of Columbia voting rights 
Amendment that is now going throughout the 
L'nited States, is not being very well recei
ged. Yesterday the North Dakota State Senate 
.. oted 41 to 9 to indefinitely postpone con
s:ideration of the voting right s Amendment. 
tJorth Dakota joined Delaware and Pennsylvania 
in voting against the proposal which woul.d 
~ive the District of Columbia two Senators 
.'?..Ild at least one Member of the House. Three 
states, New Jersey, Michifan and Ohio have 
t"atified the proposed Constitutional Amend-
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ment. If the Amendment is to become law, 
38 states must ratify it by the summer of 
1985. 

Former Attorney General John Mitchell 
"Was released from federal penitentiary in 
Alabama yesterday. He is the final Watergate 
defendent to be freed. 

Since it now appears that Iran will be 
taken over by Moslem leaders, the White House 
has ordered United States intelligent agencies 
to produce a world-wide study of Moslem re
ligious movements throughout the world. The 
growing political impact of the Moslem re
ligion generally, in many areas of the world, 
is causing the leaders of a number of countrie 
considerable trouble. 

A former Washington lobbyist testified 
-yesterday that he made a $1, 000 cash payment 
directly to Representative Dan Flood. Another 
-witness testified yesterday that Flood has 
-received $4, 000 worth of bank stock that 
the government contends was a bribe. A Pen

'nsylvania banker was the witness concerning 
the stock and unless Flood can prove that he 

:paid for this stock this may be the clincher. 

January 22, 19.79 

The followers of Khomeini, the Moslem 
: leader, are very much concerned about his 
; announcement of returning to Iran on Friday 
.of this week. A great many of his strone 
; supporters believe that this will give the 
,army an excuse to take over the country. The 
: Federal Election Campaign Committee has re-
I cently released the amounts expended in the 



Congressional and Senatorial campaigns. 
According to the Committee, the average 
Senate seat cost $1,058,671 to win in 1978, 
compared to $552,423 in 1974. Just by way 
of comparison the price tag on aU. S. Sena tor 
rose almost three times as fast as the Drice 
tag on a quart of milk in that period. • 

The average House candidate winner or 
loser spent $108,000 in 1978. The figure 
in 1976 was $71,000. The year of 1978 wit
nessed the first million-dollar House cam
~aigns. Carter Burden, a silk stocking Dem· 
ocrat spent $1.4 million, or $20 a vote in 
<I. losing bid in Manhattan. Representative 
Robert L. Livingston, a Republican, spent 
$1.3 million to win in New Orleans. 

According to the Committee, the lowest 
~mount spent in the U.S. was the $20 which 
my campaign reports showed for the Second 
Congressional District of Kentucky. 

January 24, 1979 

Elizabeth Taylor, the famous movie 
actress, was probably the unhappiest person 
Bttending the State of the Union ceremony 
last night in the House of Representatives 
Chamber. The wives of the Senators, who 
,attend the State of the Union message, are 
seated in Gallery number 1, which is to the 
:right of the Speaker and faces the Members 
ias they are seated in the Chamber. This 
!IJleans that you can see the President enter 
,the Chamber and come down the center aisle. 
Tbut when he is speaking, you can not see him 
Ibecause he too is facing the Members in the 
l}louse. 

President Carter delivered a good speech 



last night and it was not too long. Mrs. 
'Carter, Amy and their two sons were in the 
'Gallery along with Mrs. Mondale, the wife of 
the Vice President. o£ course, the Republi
,can's say that the speech was simply fluff 
.and an attempt to get the economy underway in 
.a bed of quicksand. The President really 
shows his age now and has aged considerably 
.since he was sworn in, in January of 1977. 

Last night the President asked the 
American people to help him build a new found
ation for the country, recognizing the limits 
o£ our government activities at home and U.S. 
influence abroad. This was the President's 
second State of the Union message to a Joint 
Session of Congress and a national TV audience. 
The President devoted the longest section of 
his speech in his request to the Congress to 
support his new budget, which he maintains is 
fair and his promise to the American people 
that a SALT agreement will be approved and our 
deterrent force will still remain overwhelm
ing. He stressed certain domestic matters 
such as the government's desire to hold down 
rising hospital costs. 

The President received more applause 
-",hen he mentioned ERA than at any other point 
during his State of the Union message. 

The twenty standing Committee Chairman in 
the House were elected in the Caucus yesterday 
and all o£ the Members in the House were 
elected to their Committee assignments. I was 
elected again as a Member of the Commi ttee on 

_\ppropriations and I am now number three on 
the Committee that contains 55 Members. Jamie 
~ihitten of Nississippi, the Dean of the House, 
..and the Senior Member on our Connnittee 
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on the secret ballot which is mandatory, had 
88 Members vote against him. 

The new Mayor of Washington, Narion 
Barry, really is something. With a social 
secretary for his wife and a lot of other 
changes tha t he hopes will stick, is now 
a tternpting to build the office of Mayor into 
a large fiefdom. A ceremonial office with 
the ~!ayor greeting the foreign visitors to 
this country and expecting them to also stop 
by his office as well as the White House. 

It now appears that the army in Iran 
'Which has blocked the airport, will not permit 
the Moslem 1 eader who has been in exile in 

:Faris from returning to take over control of 
the country. The situation in Iran is a long 
way from settled. 

January 25, 1979 

We are finally underway in the 96th 
Congress. 

We will have our overview hearings on 
the budget on January 31 and February 1. 
The Full Committee meets and we have before 
che Committee, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
che Director of the Office of Management and 
Sudget and the Chairman of the Federal Re
~erve System. After the Chairman of our 
Committee finishes with the witnesses on his 
:( uestions concerning the budget for Fiscal 
rear 1980, he then passes the wi tnesses down 
~lle Committee line according to seniority. 
3ach one of us who are Chairman of Subcom
Illtties will, in addition to directing gen
nal questions concerning the budget, ask 
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questions directly concerning that part of 
the budget that we are i.n charge of. Most 
of the time, these hearings are good and at 
least gives us an opportunity to ascertain 
just why increases were demanded and why 
reductions are suggested in the overall budget 
After the overview hearing is completed, we 
then divide up the budget and start the hear
ings. 

I received a letter today from Dan Flood. 
His trial is underway in the City of Washing. 
ton and in his letter he tells me how much 
he has enjoyed our friendship over the years 
and he looks forward to serving in the future 
"lI7ith me on the Subcommittee on Labor-HEW and 
on the Full Committee on Appropriations. He 
enclosed a copy of his letter to our new 
Chairman, Jamie Whitten in which he requested 
that his name not be submitted for the Chair
manship of the Labor-Hew Subcommittee. He 
did request that he be permitted to remain 
on the Subcommittee on Labor-HEW and on 
Defense. Personally, I have always liked 
Dan Flood and I feel sorry for him. 

Consumer prices jumped again during the 
O\Onth of December and the cost of living has 
increased a little over 9%. Inflation is 
still the most serious problem confronting 
our people. 

January 26, 1979 

In the House of Representatives at the 
!>resent time we have 129 Roman Catholics, 75 
rnited Methodist s, 70 Episcopalians, 60 Pres. 
':rterians, 57 Baptists, 30 Jews, 19_ Lutherans, 

6 members of the United Church of Christ, 12 
':oitarian Universalists, 10 Latter-day Saints 



and 6 Diciples of Christ. Only 6 Congressman 
list no religious affiliation, while 19 des
ignate thems elves simply as "Christians" or 
Protestants. " 

The fact that we only have 57 Baptists 
surprises me. Throughout the United States 
we have Baptist churches located on almost 
every corner. 

Since we spend a lot of money here in 
"Washington, I often wonder who are the largest 
taxpayers in the 50 States. We received 
information recently that in New York State, 
there are more people whose annual income 
tops $1 million, than any other state, accor
ding to the Internal Revenue Service. There 
.are 179 individual income tax returns from 
)lew York State with incomes of $1 million or 
more. The other states with tax returns 
showing at least $1 million in income are: 
California with 142; Texas with 133; Illinois 

"'Ivith 61; Pennsylvania wi th 59; Florida with 
55; Ohio with 48; New Jersey with 41; Con-
l1ecticut with 31; and Kentucky with 31-

At the State of the Union message on 
· fuesday night, Mrs. Carter, the wife of the 
1'resident was in the President's section of 
· the Gallery along with her two sons Jeff and 
,·Chip and her small daughter Amy. Mrs. Mondale 
· che wife of the Vice President sat in the 
! same section just across the aisle from the 
I![lembers of the President' s family. Amy just 
ooeomes in with a book and a box containing a 
D.ittle game and from time to time, she looks 
~p from what she is doing and waves to the 
I!?resident while he is delivering his speech. 

January 27, 1979 

On the way to my office thi s morning, 
'IJ was ~nformed that former Vice-President, 
:1elson A. Rockefeller, three times a can-
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dida te for the presidency, died last night 
of an apparent heart attack, while he was 
working in his office in New York City. 

He was 70 years of age, and in my book, 
was an outstanding American. Rockefeller 
was elected four times as Governor of New 
York and was sworn in as Vice-President on 
December 19, 1974 and served under Gerald 
Ford, who completed the term of Richard 
Nixon. Rockefeller was selected by Jerry 
Ford for the office of Vice-Presdent and 
he, as provided for under the constitution, 
was elected by the House and the Senate. 
I presided over the House when Nelson A. 
Rockefeller was elected Vice-President. 

For a great many years now while in 
Washington, I have had my hair cut in a 
small shop on Independence Avenue, just 
across the street from one of the buildings 
of the Library of Congress. In going into 
the barber shop this morning, I said to 
my barber, that I was sorry to hear of the 
death of Mr. Rockefeller; and just across 
the street on the grounds of the Library 
of Congress building is the flag pole, and 
the flag was at half-staff. I remarked 
that I was sorry to see the flag at half
staff this morning. My barber spoke up 
immediately and said that that was not the 
reason the flag was at half-staff, it was 
because of an article in the morning issue 
of the Washington Star entitled THE DISTRICT -

AND HOUSE - DEPENDED ON REP. NATCHER. The 
barber shop was full and all of them 
laughed. I had not read the article at that 
time; but after reading it now and based on 
a great many articles that have been written 
in the pas t about me in the Washington 
papers, this one is not too bad. After 
reading the article, I remarked that it 
might be a little unusual if the move that 
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the staff writer described in detail did 
not actually take place. This article is 
as follows: 

The name William H. Natcher for many 
people conjures up the image of the Dis
trict's foremost budget cutter. 

He is the man who as chairman of the 
House District Appropriations subcommittee 
single-handedly blocked the proposed subway 
and proposed convention center, who ordered 
the District to increase D.C. taxes or he 
wouldn't give them their requested federal 
payment increase, who in his Southern gen
tlemanly soft-but-firm tone chastized 
numberous D. C. officials over the years for 
appetites grander than the District's 
pocketbook. 

But now that the Kentucky representative 
is stepping down as chairman after 18 years, 
the one thing that anyone close to the sit
uation is quick to say is that "the District 
is lOSing a friend." 

Natcher will remain on the D. C. sub
commi t tee, but is relinquishing the chair
manship to assume the leadership role being 
vacated by Rep. Daniel Flood on thc Ap
propriations' labor and health, education 
and welfare subcommittee. 

Although the rhetoric and headlines 
every year targeted what programs were 
"headed for the Natcher ax, the actual fig
-.Ires are that, during Nat cher' s tenure, 
the District's operatinl? budget requests -
lbefore the current year s when the shadow 
of Proposition 13 echoed in most congress
ional committees - were cut less than one
lhalf of one perc en t. 
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Today, the District has a $1 billion 
budget in addition to millions more in 
federal program funds and is at the tail end 
of a 10-year capital program unmatched in 
any other city, one Capitol Hill staffer 
pointed out. "Basically, he has supported 
the city and what it's wanted," the staffer 
said. 

"He has basically supported us except 
where certain issues had a larger perspec
tive than the city," a District Building 
official agreed. 

The two primary examples of those ex
ceptions are the subway and D. C. police 
department. 

Na tcher, adamant about the need for a 
"balanced transportation system," held up 
funding for the new Metro system for two 
years, attempting to force D. C. and Arling
ton to build driveways as well as a subway. 

And he has been a sharp-eyed friend of 
the D. C. Police Department, refusing all 
proposed cuts and standing fast on the need 
to add an additional 2,000 officers to the 
District force in the late 1960s. 

Both items "scarred his image, maybe 
somewhat unfairly," one person who worked 
with Natcher a number of years recalled. 

The subway versus highway controversy 
came at a time when blacks were fighting 
superhighways as "white men's roads through 
black men's homes," and the police addi
tions came when the D. C. Department was 
"j ust plain unpopular," the source said. 

Natcher vigorously opposed the D. C. 
convention center proposal when then Mayor 
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,,\fal ter E, Washington first suggested it, but 
.after home rule was enacted, tlJ.e chairman 
said it was the city's decision to make, and 

lle became an active supporter of the project, 

The annual appearance before Natcher was 
an uncomfortable one for many D, C. bureau
crats, especially those who had been cited 
in a GAO report or newspaper story for 
financial waste or other shenanigans, The 
reports and articles always laid in a pile 
to his right, ready for refreshing the 
memory of a forgetful witness. 

However, said one who appeared before 
him regularly for more than a decade, "if 
you met his number one requirement of ab
solute candor and had done your homework, 
you always got a fair shake with Natcher." 

And although Natcher requested detailed 
statistics from each department annually, 
Dnly once in his 18 years as chairman did 
he ask for a special investigation in any 
area and that was at the request of another 
committee member, Similar investigations 
have not been infrequent by his counterparts 
in the Senate, 

Another difference between Natcher and 
the Senate side of the hill has been that 
senators have relinquished the D, C. Appro
priation Subcommittee chairmanship just as 
soon as another became available, 

Another aspect of Natcher' s chairman
ship that the District government may miss 
is that. once Natcher had approved the 
budget the fight was over, several persons 
agreed. The full Appropriations Committee 
and then the full house would take only a 
pro-forma vote adopting his package, 
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While the District budget, over which 
Congress has total authority, is generally 
of little to no interest to other members, 
",everal hill insiders said it could 
easily come in for more scrutiny by the full 
cormnittee and on the floor under a new and 
more liberal chairmanship. "Under Natcher' s 
care, everyone is assumed it was well taken 
care of," one member said. (sic) 

One phrase used by everyone asked about 
NaLcher was "a man of integrity." 

For the District, this meant a chairman 
who never called the District Building to 
recommend someone for a job or who used his 
almost absolute voice over District resources 
for other personal favors. 

A very private man who avoids the press 
excep t to extend a courtly "good morning, " 
Natcher also never used the chairmanship for 
political headlines. 

Natcher's replacement won't be clear 
until next week when appointments to the 
committee are completed. The uncertainty is, 
at least in part, because it is one of the 
least promising leadership posts in the House. 

The Carter administration is supporting 
the District's goal for achieving financial 
i.ndependence from Congress by 1982 and a set 
formula for the federal paymen t to D. C. If 
both of these come about, the House Sub
w1IlJIlittee could be abandoned. It now appears 
the new chairman will likely be a freshman 
and thus an unknown quantity for the District. 



January 29, 1979 

Vice Premier Teng, the leading figure 
and China's new connection with the West 
arrived in Washington yesterday for talks 
with President Carter and a nine-day tour 
of the Uni ted States. This man is considered 
by U. S. officials to be the most powerful 
figure in the Peking leadership. The Chinese 
Civil Airlines jet, which was purchased in 
this country, refueled in Alaska and then 
came on in to Andrews Air Force Base. He 
was met at the base by Vice President Mon
dale and Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance. 
A number of Members of Congress were present 
and Chinese diplomats. 

We will elect Subcommittee Chairmen this 
week in the full Committee on Appropriations 
and then the names will be sent to the Demo
cratic Caucus which will probably meet either 
on Thursday or one day next week. So far 
everything seems to be in order and there 
should be no serious difficulty in the elect
ion of the 13 Subcommittee Chairmen. 

The situation in Iran still is serious 
and the religiOUS leader Khomeini is still 
insisting that he will leave Paris and return 
to Iran to take over. The Prime Minister 
who is now in charge since the Shah is away 
on vacation states that he will remain as 
Prime Minister in spite of the renewed 
violence that is taking p lace throughout 
the country. 

Prior to landing in this country, China's 
Vice Premier Teng was interviewed by Hedley 
Donovan, Editor-in-Chief of Time, Inc. and 
the interview appears in the current issue 

'of Time Magazine. Part of the interview is 
,excerpted in the Washington Star today. Teng 
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in t:"le i!1.tervie.t referred to the Soviet 
Union as a hot bed of ,,'ar and said the 
United States is in strategic retreat. This 
loIas an SO-minute interview and Teng "Went on 
to say that it is irn':1e!:"at:'..ve for t':J.e l.'"Clitec 
State~ and China to Unite if we really want 
to be ab Le to p lace curb s on the 1) 0 :"ar ~ear. 
Ee fur~her said that the worst characteristic 
of the Soviet Union is that it aao':)ts the 
attituce o£ bullying tae soft and fearing 
the strong. We cannot only depend upon the 
strength of Europe because that is not enough, 
according to Teng. At one point in the inter
view, he came out strong against a U.S. and 
Soviet Strategic ADmS Limitation Treaty and 
ci~ed as one of his reasons a letter W'hic~ 
appeared in the Washington Star which was 
recently sent to President Carter signed by 
170 retired American generals and admirals 
in which they warned of the consequences to 
the United States of a Salt II Treaty. Teng 
said he very much approved of the letter and 
that in the near =uture the Soviet Union's 
strategic force nay surpass that of the l~ited 
States. According to Teng the nuclear arsenal 
of the Soviet Union and the constant develop
ment of their strategic weapons means that 
we can say t~at the Soviet Union is already 
on a par wit~ the United States. 

January 30, 1~7q 

I cave jus t returned from the re-organ
ization ~eeting of our Full Committee on 
Appropriations. I was elected Chairman of 
the Su':Jco mnli ttee that appropriates the mone:y 
for the Departrr,er.t of Labor a'!l.d the Departm.ent 
of Healt:" Ec.ucation and T;Jelfare. The former 
Chairman requested th~t he be permitted to 
stay on th:i.s Subco~ittee and he is now 



Number 2, sitting in the next seat to me, 
l'll also succeed in staying on the Sub
committee Agriculture Appropriations and I 
am now Number 4 on thi s Subcommi ttee . The 
new Chairman of the District of Columbia 
Budget will be Charles Wilson of Texas and 
he requested that I remain on the Subcomittee 
with him. Since I have been on this Sub
committee for 24 long years, it is a little 
unusual to stay on the Committee after this 
change in Chairmanships. Since he requested 
that I remain with him, I agreed and I will 
now be Number 2 on this Subcommittee. 

We elected the other 12 Subcommittee 
Chairmen in the Full Committee this morning 
and now all 13 of our names will be sub
mitted to the Caucus for a final vote which, 
by the way, is by secret ballot. 

January 31, 1979 

Our Government announced yesterday that 
most Americans in Iran are requested to leave 
immediately. This is the largest and pro
bably the most dramatic move that will take 
place since U.S. personnel were evacuated 
from Saigon in April of 1975. Our U. S. Em
bassy in Tehran requested all of the estimated 
10, 000 Americans still in Iran to leave tem
porarily at the earliest feasible date. 
Another move has developed in Iran which is 
right unusual and that is the desertion of 
soldiers from the Iranian army. 

Seventy people were arrested here in 
Washington yesterday as the resul t of rock 
throwing incidents and disturbances generally 
brought about sinl:e the visit in this country 
of Vice PremierlI!lfng. Bonds of $10,000 were 
set and those engaged in a pitched battle 
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in Lafayette Park will be vigorously prose
cuted. Bottles, rocks and lead weights and 
other objects were thrown at the police and 
th.e police counter-attacked by clubing many 
demonstrators and arresting 70 before the 
crowd was dispersed. 

Election of the Subconnnittee Chairmen 
by secret ballot on our Connnittee on Appro
pr iations will take place on Tuesday of next 
week in the Democratic Caucus. My election 
to the Subcommittee on Labor-HEW has produced 
a number of articles in the newspapers through
out the country and certainly will mean con
siderably more work as far as I am personally 
concerned. 

February 1, 1979 

We go back in today on our overview 
hearings on the budget for Fiscal Year 1980. 
It is obvious that throughout the budget a 
number of substantial reductions were made 
in programs that the President knows will not 
be approved by the Congress. Programs per
taining to Health and Education which would 
be reductions of a substantial nature over 
the 1979 programs. 

The religious leader Khomeini ended his 
14 -vears of exile and returned to Iran yes
terday. He was met by milU.ons of his sup
porters. He flew from Paris, France to 
Tehran and throughout the capital city, mil
lions of Iranians shouted their welcome. The 
Teturn of this man at this time will continue 
the uprisings and unrest in Iran. In a brief 
speech at the airport, this religious leader 
:said that the imperialists want to push the 
:Shah to return to Iran but that there was no 
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chance that he would ever come back. He said 
that now since the Shah was gone, the people 
must prepare for the next step, which was 
full freedom. 

This man Teng is still in our country 
and he is a right outspoken individual. In 
a luncheon meeting with reporters he said 
that China has moved troops to its border 
with Viet Nam and suggested it might be 
necessary to teach the Vietnamese some nec
cessary lessons. 

February 2, 1979 

The tractors are back. Several hundred 
farmers are in Virginia and Maryland this 
weekend on their way into Washington. Most 
of them are camped in Fairfax County. Last 
year during the months of January and Febru
ary, we had several thousand farmers here 
in Washington demanding 100% of parity. I 
presume that those that are gathering here 
during this month and next month are also 
insisting upon 100% of parity. It is recog
nized throughout the country that the Amer
ican farmer is not receiving a fair share of 
our National income. 100% of parity would 
end up with a great many farmers selling to 
the government and instead of $13 billion 
'Worth of surplus commodities it could go as 
high $30 billion. 100% of parity is impor
tant but changes are necessary which would 
:help the farmer make a little profit when he 
sells his commodities. You cannot produce 
corn at $2.12 a bushel and make any money. 

Teng is now in Texas and will travel for 
several more days before returning to China. 
The statements that he made in Washington 
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apparently have upset the Soviet Union con
siderably. At each of his stops throughout 
the country, Teng is making statements to the 
effect that it is imperative to oppose and 
contain the Soviet Union. After Teng called 
for unity of the U.S. and China plus Western 
Europe, Japan and other countries, the Soviet 
Union called upon our country for clarifica
tion of our position. The Soviet Ambassador 
met with Secretary of State Cyrus Vance yes
terday and demanded a clarification. Presi
dent Carter signed certain agreements with 
Teng concerning trade and student visitation 
in this country, but so far no other agree
ments have been announced. 

Today Iran is much quieter than it has 
been for several days. The religious leader 
is now in the process of deciding how to go 
about ousting the present Prime Minister. 
The army apparently is marking time and before 
too many days, we may have considerably more 
trouble in this country. 

The Dan Flood trial was completed yes
terday and after arguments were made to the 
jury, the jury retired for two hours. The 
jury now has the case again and have been out 
since 9 0' clock this morning. Judging from 
the evidence that was presented, Dan Flood 
will be exceedingly fortunate if he has a 
hung jury. 

From time to time I obtain figures con
cerning the federal budget and our deficits. 
Beginning with the Fiscal Year 1967, the 
budget totaled $158,254, 000, 000 and we had 
an ~8,702 ,000, 000 deficit. From 1967 Fiscal Year 
through the 1979 Fiscal Year, we have had 
deficits every year with the exception of 



1969 when the budget totaled $184,548, 000,000 
and the surplu's was $3,236, 0.00.,00.0, The 
following is a list of the Federal Budget 

.and Deficits in millions. 

~ISCAL ~AR BL~GET 

1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 

$158,254 
178,833 
184,548 
196,588 
211,425 
232,021 
247,074 
269,620. 
326,185 
366,439 

DEFICIT (or surplus) 

-$8,70.2 
-25,161 
+ 3,236 (surplus) 
- 2,845 
-23,033 
-23,373 
-14,849 
- 4,688 
-45,188 
-66,434 

1977 (Transition Quarter Fiscal Year changed 
figures are for 3 -mo. period.) 

1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 (Est.) 
1981 (Est.) 

94,729 
402,725 
450,836 
493,368 
531,566 
577,973 

February 2, 1979 

-12,956 
-44,963 
-48,839 
-37,379 
-29,0.13 
- 1,216 

The jury in the trial of Dan Flood 
reached its deadlock last night after 
seven hours of deliberation with no evidence 
that it will ever be ab le to reach a verdict. 

The deliberation will continue today according 
to the United States Dis trict Judge after 
:stating to the jury that he was very reluc
tant to dismiss them at this time after having 
:spent three weeks on the trial. The Judge 
vrent on to remind the jurors that they could 
:render a partial verdic t wi th separate votes 
on each of the eleven counts of the bribery, 
conspiracy and perjury indictment. The jury 



sen t word back to the Judge that they did 
-not unders tand a partial verdict and requested 
tha t: he explain this to them. The Judge 
sai d he would do so this morning. 

Some of the most important people in 
thi s country attended memorial services at 
the Riverside Church in New York City for 
fOrIner Vice-President Nelson Rockefeller. 
'J'hey were present for a final good-bye to 
a grandson of the nation's first billionaire. 
President and Mrs. Carter sat in the front row 
with Rockefeller's widow and her family. 
Former President Ford, Vice President Mondale, 
Chief Justice Warren Burger, Secretary of 
Sta te Cyrus Vance, and U. N. Secretary-General 
Waldheim were among the many distinguished 
visitors. Rockefeller's youngest brother 
David and two of his children by his first 
marriage paid tribute to Rockefeller shortly 
':Jefore Henry Kissinger delivered a right 
emotional memorial service, the final eulogy. 

I still am of the opinion that if 
Jerry Ford had carried Rockefeller on his 
ticket as Vice-President, he would not have 
been defeated by President Carter. 

In Iran today there is an imminent 
showdown taking place between the Prime 
Minister and the opposition leader Khomeini. 
Khomeini says that the Prime Minis ter must 
resign immediately or be kicked out and that 
he is now preparing plans to take over the 
government. Some 70 deputies have res igned 
and if 65 more resign this will bring about 
ehe Prime Minister's resignation due to 
l.ack of parliamentary support. 

Vice Premier Teng continues his travels 
t::hrough our country, and after a week of 
jokes and smiles he still cont inues to exert 
every possible means of making friends in this 
country. I am really surprised at the 



positive position that this man has taken 
against the Soviet Union during his visit 
to our country. 

In the Louisville Courier-Journal, on 
Wednesday, January 31st appeared an article 
entitled "Rep. Natcher is nominated to heau 
House Appropriations Subconnnittee". This 
article is as follows: 

"Kentucky Representative William Natcher 
was nominated yesterday for the powerful 
position of chairman of a House appropriations 
.<mbcommittee responsible for programs that 
represent nearly 40 percent of the federal 
budget. 

Natcher, D-2nd District, was unanimously 
picked by the full House Appropriations Com
:nittee to head the Labor-Health, Education and 
welfare subconnnittee that Rep. Daniel Flood, 
D-Pa., recently gave up. 

Appropriations subcolIlIIlittee chairmen, 
'::>ecause of their importance, must be elected 
'::>y the caucus of all House Democrats (the maj
ority party controlling Congress) and approved 
by the House. Approval of Natcher for the 
Labor-HEW post is considered a certainty. 

Flood is standing trial on charges that he 
took bribes in exchange for his help as' Labor
HEW subcommittee chairman in obtaining federal 
funds. 

The Labor-HEW subcommittee oversees the 
spending of more federal money than any other 
subcommittee in the House. 

During the present fiscal year, the com
bined budget for the two federal agencies--
t.he Department of Labor and HEW--is $218 billion. 
The Carter administration has proposed a 
$ 23 6 billion budget for next fiscal year. 



For many years. the defense budget was 
the largest money bill that faced Congress. 
But next year, the De12artment of Defense budget 
request is more than ~IOO billion less than 
Labor-HEW. 

The Labor-HEW budget covers all the 
nation's major social programs--everything 
from unemployment insurance and Social Security 
to Medicare--as well as funding for education, 
occupational safety, job programs, and the 

:Mi.ne Safety and Health Administration. 

For the past 18 years, Natcher has been 
o:hairman of the District of Columbia appropri
at ions subconrrnittee, a post that meant little 
back in the Western Kentucky district but 
:ir equently put him the spotlight in the nation's 
capital. 

The 69-year-old Bowling Green attorney 
will step down from the District chairmanship 
::0 accept the Labor-HEW job. 

Because of his seniority Natcher will 
remain as the No. 2 person on the Dis trict 
of Columbia subcommittee. 

In addition, Natcher has risen from 
soeventh co fourth in seniority on the House 
<agricul ture appropriations subconnni ttee. 

Because of retirements last year, Natcher 
kas risen to third in seniority on the full 
!Couse Appropriations Committee. 

Natcher, in his 26th year in Congress, is 
cut ranked only by Rep. Jamie Whitten, D-Miss., 
t he new full committee chairman who is in his 
38th year, and Rep. Edward P. Boland, D-Mass., 
i'1l his 27th year. 

In the 96th Congress, Kentuckians will 
':1oJld two of the most powerful positions in 
:::he Haus eo . 



Rep. Carl Perkins, 7 -th District, the 
Dean of the Kentucky delegation with 31 years 
of seniority, is Chairman of the Full House 
Educa tion andLabor Comit tee, which has the 
responsibility for authorizing programs. 

Natcher's Labor-HEW Appropriations-Sub
committee will have the power to fund many of 
the programs authorized by Perkins' connnittee." 

February 5, 1979 

The farmers are converging on Washington 
this morning. There are several thousand 
trac tors here in the City and early this 
morning they moved in to the City on their 
way to the Capitol building. They are seek
ing 100% of parity. 

A mistrial was declared in the Dan 
Flood case. Eleven of the jurors were for 
conviction and one held out in the very 
beginning saying that he believed that Flood 
was guil ty, but too old to send to jail. 
Flood was exceedingly lucky. 

My successor to the Chairmanship for 
the District of Columbia Budget will be 
Representative Charles Wilson, a democrat 
of Texas; and Charlie really is a character. In 
today I s Washington Post. there appeared an 
art icle entitled "Natcher I s Successor Goes 
Where the Action Is". This article is as 
follows: 

"The House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on the District of 
Columbia normally is not regarded 
as a plum assignment, but when 
ambi tious Rep. Charles Wilson(D-Texas) 
was named to the post last week, 
one of his Texas colleagues said, 
"watch out, Charley only goes where 
the action is." 



Wilson, a 45-year-old moderate from 
rural East Texas, frankly admits he grabbed 
the slot for political reasons that any chair
manship is better than none at all. 

"I'm doing my duty." Wilson said indi
cating he expects to be rewarded. "This 
should enhance my standing. 1'm part of the 
leadership, even if it is the District sub
committee. 

The post became vacant when its long
time occupant, Rep. William H. Natcher (D-Ky.) 
moved up to chairmanship of the more prestig
ious Labor-HEW subcommittee, vacated by the 
indictment and trial--now mistrial--of Rep. 
Daniel J. Flood (D-Pa.) 

Some of the more conservative members of 
the House Democratic leadership reportedly 
like the idea of keeping the subcommittee-
which has veto power over the city's budget-
in tight-fisted hands at a time when the 
House District Committee is under the control 
of a vigorous new liberal chairman, Rep. 
Ronald V. Dellums (D-Calif.). Dellums also 
is the new vice chairman of the Congressional 
Black Caucus. 

Both Dellums and Wilson see their new 
posts as providing opportunities to use the 
District of Columbia as a laboratory for 
examing (sic) urban problems. "The difference," 
Wilson said, "is that my ideas aren't going 
to cost any money." 

Wilson emphasized that although he and 
Dellums may differ about how much Congress 
should spend on the District of Columbia, 
"we are very good buddies" and they plan to 
keep in close touch with each other. 

Wilson also said "there is not much that 
Natcher has done that I would have disagreed 



with, although I may be a little more 
i.nquisitive. " 

Wilson said, for example, he agreed 
with Natcher' s support of proposed convention 
center in downtown Washington. 

However, he voted agains t the D. C. Voting 
Rights Amendment last year on the House floor. 
Wilson said he thinks D. C. delegate Walter E. 
Fauntroy ought to have a vote but that the 
District of Columbia should not have two 
senators. 

"The amendment would not have passed 
except that everyone believed someone else 
woul d kill it." Wil son said, "But many 
members were afraid to vote against it for 
fear of being called racist. I'm sure I'll 
be called a racist every time I do something 
(as chairman) that isn't popular." 

He said that about 20 percent of his 
Texas constituents are black "and they all 
support me." 

Wilson said he's anxious to find out 
"why it costs so much more to run an Eastern 
city than one in the Southwest." 

The two possibilities that come to mind, 
Wilson said, are that "either the benefits 
are higher (here) or the efficiencies are 
lower. " 

Wilson said he might use Washington and 
Houston for comparisons. "I have a hunch the 
District will not compare favorably" with 
Houston, he said. Houston's suburban sprawl 
is making Wilson's second congressional 
district one of the mos t populous in the 
country. 



Among other subjects Wilson may want to exolon 
at hearings are the impact of rent control allJl 
a speculators' tax on the city's growth and 
tax base. Wilson acknowledged a personal 
interest in the latter as a "modest investor" 
in real estate. He and his wife, from whom 
he is separated, are partners in four houses 
on Capitol Hill. Each of them lives in one, 
they rent a third and are rehabilitating a 
fourth. 

His residence is "right in the combat 
zone" near 12th and C Streets SE. Wilson said. 

Wilson said he also owns a 5 percent 
interest in Elan, a K Street discotheque 
controlled by two Houston friends, Lance 
McFadden and Buddy Temple. 

Although his congressional district may 
be the most rural in America- - the largest 
towns, Orange and Lufkin, his home, have only 
23, 000 residents each--Wilson said he has loved 
Washington "since I lived here in 1960 when I 
was in the Navy" He said he was a Kennedy 
volunteer, and I had the only car in town 
with Texas plates that didn't have an LBJ 
bumper sticker." 

He graduated from the Naval Academy in 
1956, and after four years in the Navy went 
home to Texas. where he soon was elected to 
the Texas legislature. He also managed a 
lumber yard. 

He was elected to Congress in 1972 to the 
seat that became vacant following the conviction 
of Rep. John Dowdy, who incidentally was a 
long-time member of the House District Com
mittee. One of Wilson' s five primary opponents 
that year was Dowdy' s wife. 



Wilson displayed his political acumen-
some might call it in-fighting ability--early 
in a career that is now in its fourth term 
by winning a seat on the coveted AppropriatiOtLB 
Committee over the opposition of his colleagues 
in the powerful 22 member Texas Democratis 
House delegation. 

Following a tradition established in the 
1930' s, the delegation endorsed strictly on 
the bas is of seniority, Rep. Richard C. White 
of EI Paso for the slot. 

"But I did my campaigning before the 
Democratic Steering and Policy Committee," 
Wilson said, and "when the votes were counted, 
I had the spot. It really caused an earth
quake, though everyone has forgotten it by 
now," Wilson said. 

The seniority rule, Wilson happily notes 
was adopted after two Texans "didn't speak 
to each other for five years" following a 
contest for a seat on the same connnittee in 
1937. The spot went to Rep. Albert Thomas 
who had a couple months seniority over another 
newcomer to Washington, Rep. Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Wilson said he picked the District sub
committee "because that was all that was left. 
It I s always left." 

Rep. James M. Collins (R-Tex.) calls 
Wilson "the most politically astute member 
of the Texas delegation. Wherever the action 
is, Charlie' s there. " 

Collins said Wilson demonstrated his 
ability to show up in the right place again 
last year when House Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) 
O' Neill (Mas s.) named Wils on as an at-large 
member of the ad hoc committee on energy, 
which allowed Wilson to be a strong voice for 
the oi I and gas interes t s in his home dis trict . 
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Collins, a conservative and one of two 
Republicans in the Texas House delegation, 
said Wilson "will be here (in Congress) 
forever ... anyone who wants to run against 
him ought to first be examined by the state 
authorities. He's unbeatable." 

Wilson's main interes t on the Appropri
ations Committee has been as a member of its 
subcommittee on foreign operations. He 
acknowledges that he is "a hawk on defense," 
which he dates to his training at Annapolis. 
Wilson is perhaps best known in the House as 
Lhe foremost supporter of the government of 
President Anastasio Somozo in Nicaragua. 

Sen. Patrick J. Leahy (D-Vt. ), chair
man of the Senate D. C. Appropriations Sub
committee, called Wilson the other day 
"with congratulations and condolences," 
Wilson said. 

And Mayor Marion S. Barry called him 
Friday afternoon and invited Wilson to meet 
him at the Dis trict Building on Tuesday, 
Among items to be discussed are the size of 
the annual federal payment, how to fund pen
sions of city employes (sic) and whether the 
city should take over control of St. Eliza
beths Hospital. 

Natcher, who has been on the D. C. sub
committee 24 years, will remain as one of its 
five Democratic members. 

"I pleaded with him to stay on," Wilson 
said. 

The other Democratic members are 
Reps. Louis Stokes of Ohio, Gunn McKay 
Utah and Bill Chappell Jr. of Florida. 
Republicans have not decided who their 
members will be." 

of 
House 

two 
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February 8, 1979 

The farmers are still in town and a 
numler of them have been arrested as a result 
of disturbances which in some instances 
were right serious. There are about 2,000 
tractors and trucks here and of course they 
want to park these tractors right up on the 
Capitol steps so that the Members of Congress 
can see them everyday. 

An article appeared in the Louisville 
Courier-Journal on Sunday, entitled "William 
Natcher: Heading Toward a Power Position." 
This article is as follows: 

"Several of Rep. Will iam Na tcher' s 
colleagues in the U.S. House of Represen
tatives chuckled about a scene the other 
night when President Carter made his State
of-the-Union address to Congress. 

As Carter strode down the center House 
aisle, he was followed as usual by his cab
inet members, including Joseph Califano, 
secretary of the Department of Health, Ed
uca t ion, and Welfare (HEW). 

When Califano spotted Natcher near the 
aisle, he literally pushed a startled Sec
reta:ry of State Cyrus Vance aside so he could 
reach over to shake the Bowling Green con
gressman's hand. 

It was only a handshake, but it was a 
symbol that Bill Natcher, as he identifies 
himself on the telephone, has become a very 
powerful man in Washington. 

In a few days, unless something complete-
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1y unexpected occurs, Natcher will be ele
va ted by his fellow House Democrats to chair
man of the House appropriations subcommittee 
for the Departments of Labor and HEW. 

The panel oversees the spending of more 
federal dollars (a proposed $236 billion next 
year) and more government programs (from wel
fare payments to disease control) than any 
other subco!llIIlittee in the House. 

Califano has been around the Washington 
scene long enough to realize that he should 
get better acquainted with the gentlemanly, 
patrician-like lawyer from Western Kentucky. 
Especially if the HEW secretary wants to see 
his agency's programs and budget remain some
what intact in Congress. 

As a score of local and national news
paper reporters have discovered, Natcher 
i sn • t an easy man to know. 

He is a private man who assiduously 
avoids the high-visibility efforts made by 
other House and Senate members. 

He rarely talks to the media, and, 
unlike most politicians, he never holds press 
conferences. In the past, his only press 
release of the year has been to duly note 
that he has continued his perfect congres
sional voting record in a House Career that 
began in 1954. 

(The "Guinness Book of World Records" 
lists this accomplishment in its "Legisla
tures" section, reporting that as of April 
14, 1978, Natcher had participated in 3,669 
quorum calls and 6,274 roll-call votes.) 

Natc her isn't a part of Washington's 
after-work social scene, where the business 
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of the nation's capital frequently continues 
into the night over drinks. 

A teetotaler, the 69-year-old Natcher 
dutifully attends only breakfasts, lunches 
and receptions for Kentucky constituents or 
state-related interest groups. 

While chairman of the District of Col
umbia appropriations subcommittee for 18 
years he turned down many invitations from 
district officials to honor him at dinners 
and cock tail parties. 

In an interview last week, Natcher said 
he had warned other District of Columbia 
subconnnittee members to avo id such entertain
ing. 

"If you accept those type things, they 
will soon get a piece of you," Natcher said 
frankly, "and I don't want anybody owning a 
piece of me." 

That rigid personal philosophy has made 
him one of the rarest of po 1 i ticans in this 
age of costly campaigns. He refuses to 
accept any contributions in his re-election 
races and sends back donations that are made. 
All campaign costs are paid out of his pocket. 

While not a wealtlyman, Natcher has 
numerous property holdins in his hometown of 
Bowling Green. His congressional financial
disclosure statement last year put a total 
value of $149,263 on his property and other 
assets such as bank stock. 

Characteristically, Na tcher publicly 
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listed his finances down to the penny, al· 
though it wasn't required by Congress. Many 
of hi.s colleagues used only broad ranges of 
figures to indicate their wealth, or lackof 
it. 

Natcher's reputation for integrity and 
hones ty is in stark contrast to that of the 
man he will replace as chairman of the Labor
HEW appropriations subcommittee. 

Rep. Daniel Flood (D-Pa) voluntarily 
stepped down from the post when he went on 
trial last month, charged with one count of 
conspiracy, three counts of perjury and 
seven counts of bribery. 

Pennsylvania media bombarded Natcher 
last week for interviews and comment on the 
Flood case. But the Kentuckian resolutely 
refused to discuss the man he has worked 
next on the Labor-HEW subcolIlIl!i ttee for so 
many years. "My only connnent is that Dan 
Flood is a friend of mine," Natcher told 
those who called. 

Rowever, it was Flood's fall that 
created the opportunity for Natcher to rise 
to the important subconnnittee chairmanship 
and throw off the budensome District of 
Columbia job he has held for nearly two 
decades. 

Na tcher loves the U. S. House of Rep
resentatives and some friends say privately 
that his fondest dream has been to become its 
speaker. While he seems unlikely to reach 
that goal, he is called upon frequently by 
the Democratic leadership to serve as acting 
speaker during controversial and emotional 
debate. 



- 10,599 -

Natcher presided in the House for much 
of the final all-night session of the 95th 
Congress last year, standing much of the time 
ramrod straight, while ruling on a multi
tude of procedural ques tions that he has 
mastered during his long service. 

If impeachment proceedings against 
Richard Nixon had reached the House several 
years ago, then-Speaker Carl Albert had de
termined that Natcher would preside. The 
Bowling Green attorney, Albert explained, had 
the respect of the House for his fairness and 
his knowledge of the rules. 

Natcher recalled las t week that when he 
arrived on Capitol Hill he spent much of the 
first four months sitting in the House cham
ber watching the venerable Sam Rayburn in 
ac tion as speaker. 

One day, Natcher said, Rayburn motioned 
for him to come to the podium. "You've 
been sitting out there for a long time," hc 
told the freshman congressman. "I've been 
watching you. You've been here long enough 
to preside. Take the gavel." 

"I've been presiding (as acting speaker) 
ever since." Natcher noted. 

Now that he is giving up the District 
of Columbia-subcoimilittee chairmanship, 
Natcher is receiving plaudits from the Wash
ington media that once castigated him for 
his tight-fisted control over the district I s 
~udget and his resolve to hold back subway 
funds, insisting on a "balanced transporta
tion system." 
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A banner headline, for example, in The 
Washington Star recently said, "The District 
- - and House -- Depended on Rep. Natcher." 

Na tcher I slife, he acknowledges, is 
going to change as he takes over the Labor
HEW appropriations subcommittee. "There is 
going to be a lot of pressure," he said ad
ding. "I won I t have any problem utilizing my 
time." 

The Labor-HEW appropriations bill will 
take up as much as 10 weeks of day-long 
hearings, with 400 or more witnesses, inclu
ding HEW and Labor Department officials, 
doc tors, scientists, welfare experts and 
many others. 

"I will be receiving twice as much mail 
now," Na tcher estimated. 

And, most likely, the congressman from 
Bowling Green will be hearing much more 
often from the HEW secretary. 

However, Califano will be dealing with 
a subcommittee chairman who is more conser
vative than the liberal Flood and could have 
some problems. 

"I personally like Joe Califano," Natcher 
said. "But I disagree with him on a number 
of matters." 

Whil e Chinese Vice Premier Teng was 
visi ting in this country, he made all kinds 
of s ta tements about the Soviet Union and in 
fact kept the President and the State De
partment tetering on the brink because Presi
dent Carter still hopes to have a SALT 
agreement signed with the Soviet Union within 



the next few months. In fact, Teng's state· 
ments really surprised not only the Diplo
matic Corps in this country, Dut all of us 
on the Hill. On his way home, Teng stopped 
in Japan and while visiting with the Japanese 
Premier, said publicly that the Carter Ad
ministration's policy toward Iran as well 
as a number of countries in Africa, clearly 
showed a lack of direction and mishandled the 
si.tuation in Iran. In fact, he rebuked the 
Carter Administration for failing to take a 
tougher line against Soviet interference in 
Iran, Africa and elsewhere. According to 
reports of his talk with Japanese officials, 
Teng said the United States is allowing the 
Soviet Union to place a lot of pawns on the 
world' 5 chess board and that things cannot 
be allowed to go on this way. He further 
went on to say that since he was a guest in 
this country, he was not able to express 
the criticism of us that he expressed in 
Japan. History may record the fact that 
this little man Teng, is just a blatherskite 
and one who is seeking not only sympathy, 
but direct assistance from us in warding off 
the Soviet Union in its dispute with Com
munist China. 

February 9, 1979 

There is a move underway in this 
country today to call a Constitutional con
vention. 22 states so far have voted res
olutions calling for a Constitutional con
vention. The Constitutional convention 
would be called for the purpose of enacting 
the necessary amendment or amendments that 
would bring about a balanced budget and bring 
spending in line with revenue. In addition, 



in the Congress, we have a number of bills 
that have been introduced which provide for 
a Constitutional amendment providing that we 
can not spend more than the revenue that is 
received each year. If this Constitutional 
amendment was enacted by the House, it would 
be sent then to the states for ratification. 

If either move is successful, I hope it 
is the one providing for the Constitutional 
amendment to be submitted to the states 
rather than the calling of a Constitutional 
convention with all of the pressures that we 
have today and the mood generally of big 
business and labor, a Constitutional con
vention would be disasterous as far as our 
country is concerned. I hope that we watch 
both moves carefully so that we can act in 
time to shut off a Constitutional convention. 
Presentation of a balanced budget would be 
a 5 tep in the right direc tion and might bring 
about the complete answer which would then 
make it unnecessary for us to travel in 
either direction. 

The religious leader in Iran continues 
each day to notify the Prime Minister that 
he must surrender his position or be arrested 
and removed. The present Prime Minister who 
was named by the Shah before he left, says 
tha t he will never surrender in an atmosphere 
of chaos, grenades and molotov cocktails. 

We have a new Senator from the State 
of Massachusetts. He is Paul Tsongas and 
he 5 erved wi th us in the Hous e until he 
defeated Ed Brooke in November of last year. 
Shortly after his election he said that he 
was determined not to be over-shadowed by 
his senior colleague Senator Ted Kennedy. 
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This has proven easier to say than to do 
since Kennedy is in the news everyday trying 
to position himself for a draft in 1980. 
With his Subcommittee on Health and his new 
Chairmanship of the Judiciary Committee, 
Kennedy is grinding out press releases by 
the hour. Yesterday, Tsongas called in 
reporter s to announce that he was about to 
make his maiden Senate speech on energy. He 
said he bad asked Kennedy the other day if 
he would kindly stop a few days and let him 
in the press. 

Yesterday Senate Minority Leader Howard 
Baker of Tennessee set himself at odds with 
his House counterpart Representative John 
J. Rhodes by endorsing a Constitutional 
amendment: requiring a balanced budget unless 
Congress, by a two-thirds vote approves a 
deficit. Baker who is a potential Presi
dential candidate said Congress has shown 
over the past 15 or 20 years that it does not 
have the -Jill to discipline itself and a 
Consti tut ional amendment is necessary. 
Baker wen t on to say that unless Congress 
initiates the amendment, the states will 
order the convening of a Constitutional con
vention to do it. Ba.ker says that he is not 
afraid that a run-away convention might 
tear up parts of the Constitution, but 
believes it is best for Congress to submit 
amendments to the states for ratification. 
John Rhodes, the Minority Leader in the House 
says that he does not believe that such an 
amendment makes sense and the best way to 
handle the matter is for Congress to hold 
down spending. 

February 12, 1979 

The Justice Department is now investi-
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gating the hung jury episode which took place 
in the Daniel Flood case, regarding jury 
tampering. Almost from the beginning after 
the case was submitted, the jury reported to 
the judge that it was hopelessly deadlocked. 
Finally after hours and several days, the 
judge declared a mistrial and discharged the 
jury. Eleven of the jurors believed that 
the def endent was guil ty and one man by the 
name of Cash said to the other eleven that he 
believed Flood was guilty but that he would 
not \Tote to send an old man to j ail. In 
addition this juror said that he had received 
confidential information that over $100,000 
had been stolen from Flood by two or three 
of tne witnesses who testified against him. 
There was no information concerning this 
event during the trial but it is true that 
the FBI obtained similar information during 
its investigation of Flood but the testimony 
was not offered to the jury. This made it 
right unusual for this man who swore that he 
knew nothing about the case to have such 
informa tion. The Jus tice Department has not 
decided as to whether or not another trial 
will be h.eld and now says that this decision 
will be made after the jury tampering charge 
is completed. 

The Iranian government under the leader
ship of Prime Minister Bakhtiar, fell this 
weekend after armed civilans took over most 
of Tehran and top military commanders swung 
their support behind the drive for a new 
Islamic republic. This Prime Minister was 
named by the Shah before he left Iran and 
this no'W means that there will be no return 
of tne Shah. The religious leader, Khomeini 
is now in complete charge of Iran and the 
Lord only knows what will happen to Iran now. 
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According to diplomatic sources the Prime 
Minister handed in his resignation to the 
man named by Khomeini and then went under
ground. Mobs burned the home of this Prime 
Minister and ransacked his office. Rumors 
started immediately that he had committed su
icide but so far this had not been confirmed. 

The rapid developments in Iran have 
placed our State Department in a position of 
being unable to state a policy for dealing 
with the rapid developments taking place in 
Iran. With the U.S. influence in Iran sink
ing to its lowest level in four decades, the 
Administration refused all public comment 
and turned its innnediate attention to the 
security of the U.S. Embassy in Tehran and 
the estimated 7,000 American c ivilans, mili
tary advisors and diplomats still in Iran. 

Pres ident Carter' s energy advisors are 
now priva tely conceding that we will probably 
return to gasoline lines and Sunday gas 
station closings as Iran I s oil shut-down 
cont inues through the rest of the year. Yes
terday on Face the Nation, Senator Jackson 
said gasoline prices could rise to one dollar 
a gallon in the next year and Sunday sales 
will soon be a thing of the past. According 
to my information, deliveries of gasoline 
to some service stations in Washington are 
beginning to drop as a result of the Iranian 
cut- off of oil. 

\Ie have started our hearings on Agricul
ture Appropriations and this week, will have 
Secr etary Bergland before the Committee. A 
grea t many of the farmers have left Washing
ton and we still have about 4 inches of snow 
on the ground and H is about 20 above zero 
this morning. It has started snowing within 



the last hour and this makes it extremely 
difficul t on tractor parades and the manuever s 
that the farmers have been making for two 
weeks. 

We will start our hearings on Labor
HEW next week and then the battle will begin. 
This is the bill where the fight will take 
place this year. 

February 13, 1979 

The Nelson Rockefeller family is now 
insisting upon an inquiry concerning his 
death. I presume that the request comes 
from either his children by his first wife 
or from one of the brothers. The newspapers 
have carried a number of articles since he 
died of a heart attack that the time element 
has never been established. It seems that 
he was at the condominium apartment of a 
young lady who has been assisting him in 
preparing a book. In his Will which was 
announced in the paper yesterday, he forgave 
a $45, 000 debt involving this young lady. 
It seems that he gave her the money, interest 
free, to buy her condominium. It was first 
reported that the young lady called officials 
at 11: 15 pm but it now develops that he had 
his heart attack about 10: 15 p. m. Those 
who first entered the apartment said that 
there was no indication of any material being 
used in preparation of a book. A table con
tained food and wine for two and Rockefeller 
was on the couch at the time the ambulance 
attendants arrived at the condominium. Accorc· 
ing to the newspapers, the young lady called 
one of hE~ girlfriends and asked her to get 
Rockefeller's chauffeur. Apparently his 
heart attack took place at 10: 15 and the 
authorities were not notified until about 
11: 15. The young lady was dressed in a 
housecoat and the ambulance attendants, upon 



being interviewed have given the story that 
certainly does not correspond with the first 
reports of his death. Rockefeller has grom 
children by his first wife and two small boys 
by his second wife. His second wife's hus
band accused him of going with his wife long 
before the divorce took place and now an 
inquiry will be made which will be anything 
but good as far as the Rockefeller family is 
concerned. I always liked Nelson Rockefeller 
and am sorry that there is some question about 
when he died and under what circumstances. 
Of course the newspapers and the media are 
having a big time with their interpretations 
of the story. In today' s newspaper there is 
a story concerning the revival of rumors 
pertaining to Thomas Jefferson. A novel 
en tit led "Sally Hemings" is to be released 
soon and this is the name of the beautiful 
long-haired slave named Sally Hemings who, 
rumor has it, was the mother of seven of 
rhomas Jefferson's children. Historians 
'Nho have written books about Jefferson are 
very much upset about this latest book which 
the printer says is carefully written after 
much research. Some of those who know about 
Jefferson say that there is a great deal of 
psychological evidence from Jefferson's let
~ers that indicate the affair took place. 
:me of the historians, Virginius Dabney, 
former Richmond Times Dispatch editor says 
that this rumor is not true and that Jeffer
son's nephews admitted fathering Heming's 
children. We are now living in a time when 
scandal and sex can be exploited to great 
:inancial advantage and the sad_ part about 
this case is that after destroying a man's 
~mage, you can never get it back. 

February 15, 1979 

It seems as though we are not doing too 



well around the world. 

Yesterday our U. s. Ambassador to Afghan· 
istan Adolph Dubs was killed when Afghan 
police stormed the hotel room where he was 
being held by terrorists gunmen who had kid
naped him a few hours earlier. His death, 
the apparent resul t of the crossfire between 
pol ice and the kidnapers drew harsh criticism 
from our State Department which had warned 
the authorities there that we wanted restraint 
used in the efforts to free Dubs. This is 
either the fourth or fifth Ambassador that has 
been assassinated at different times during 
the past several years. 

In Iran we are not doing much better. 
Armed Iranian guerrillas attacked the Ameri
can Embassy in Tehran, wounding aU. S. marine 
and after quite a siege the guerrillas were 
over-powered by the local forces in charge 
in Iran and our Ambassador and his staff 
were freed. 

In Iran economic problems will probably 
develop which will bring about a monetary 
collapse and more political convulsions. 

In another part of the world President 
Carter, who really has his problems was 
confronted in Mexico Ci ty when a blunt warning 
that Mexico intends to build a more equal 
relationship with its neighbor to the north 
was issued. In toasting our President on 
his visit to Mexico, the President of Mexico 
said that it is difficult particularly be
tween neighbors to maintain cordial and 
mutually advantageous relations in an atmos
phere of mistrust or open hostility. Upon 
landing in Mexico President Carter received 
a real cool reception and you could tell by 
the small crowd of school children and Mexi
can employees that it was put together in 
a hurry. 



The Secretary of Agricult~re appeared 
before our Subcomrrittee on Agriculture Ap
prQpriacions yesterday and during my dis
cussion with ~in concerning the need for 
more income for the farmer, we discussed the 
farm debt which now ~otals $l36 billion. 
This amount is treoendous and real serious. 
In addition, I asked hin about his proposec 
reduction for tobacco research of $1,290,000 
and the reduction of $144,000 for inspectors 
and graders. Tobacco is in serious trouble 
and in the 16 states producing tobacco we 
believe in more research but at the same 
time are not in favor of having this program 
destroyed. I will ask our Subcommittee to 
put back in the bill the two a~ounts deleted. 

February 16, 19]q 

The Justice Department announced yes
terday that it will re-try Representative 
Daniel Flood whose first bribery, conspir
acy, and perjury trial ended January 2] in 
a hung jury. A single juror held out against 
a guilty plea and this is now under inves
tigation. 

February 17, 1979 

The execution of four generals accused 0= treason, mass murder and torture during 
the reign of the Shah is just the beginning 
according to word that we receive from Iran. 
lly the way, the four generals were a~l exe
cuted on t:-te roof of the building t:':tat is 
the headquarters of Khomeini. the religious 
leader -",ho is now in charge of Iran. This 
religioJs leader is really something. 

The first executions were carried out 
b:r a :iring squad after they were sentenced 
b:r re;lolut:"onary cour:s set up under the new 
goyernmen tin Iran. T\\I'en ty other 0 ffi c ia ~ s 
have been condenmed to deat1:! and more exe
cutions aTe to -1=0110'.'" _ Some say the exeC'..1.t ions 



are being carried out to satisfy leftist 
gue:rillas who have so far, not been satisfied 
and appa:rently want a real revolution. 

The President returned from Mexico ves
terday and this trip was really a failur~. 
Nothing was accomplished and our President 
mus t have really been embarrassed by the 
statements made by the President of Mexico. 

February 21, 1979 

During the weekend, we had a 20-inch 
snow here in Washington. It started Sunday 
afternoon and snowed until Monday morning. 
Everything has been at a standstill ever 
since. This is the first time since 1922 
that we have had a snow like that here in 
Washington. Instead of a mild winter, we 
are having a very bad winter. For the first 
time in the history of record keeping, a1l 
five of the Great Lakes are frozen over. 

On Monday at the reading of Washington's 
Farewell Address, which is always given by 
one of the new Members, Bonner of Tennessee 
not only read the address, but offered the 
opening prayer because the Chaplain was 
unable to come through the snow to the 
Capitol Building. The Speaker Pro Tempore 
named by the Speaker lives only one block 
from the Capitol and he opened the Session, 
recognized Bonner for the prayer and then 
Bonner for the reading of the Address, and 
wi th only one other Member present in the 
House, then adjourned. 

February 26, 1979 

The Louisville Courier-Journal carried 
an editorial on February 13 entitled: "Fit
ting responsibility for a Kentucky workhorse 
in congress". This editorial is as follows: 



"During Congressman William Natcher's 
long rise to power in the House of Represen
tatives, his fellow Kentuckians' knowledge of 
his work has been obscured by his relative 
anonymity as a member of the Appropriations 
Comllli ttee and as chairman of the subcommittee 
handling Dis trict of Columbia funds. 

He has been known for his perfect atten
dance and voting record since his first day 
in the House in 1954, for his work on behalf 
of tobacco programs and water projects, and 
for his ability to get reelected 14 times 
Without soliciting campaign contributions. 
But these qualities have made him more a 
regional curiosity than a known congressional 
quantity. 

Meantime, his colleagues have come to 
respect him as a presiding officer almost 
without peer. The intention of Speaker O'Neill 
to have Mr. Natcher chair the House debate on 
the impeachment of President Nixon, if it had 
come to the floor, was just one sign of the 
respect he has earned for even-handedness with 
the gavel and knowledge of the rules. 

Yet these qualities, while helpful, might 
not seem the exact match for the challenge 
Representative Natcher now faces as head of 
the Appropriations Committee's subcommittee 
for labor, health, education and welfare--a 
job to which his fellow Democrats elected him 
this week. 

To the ideologue, there might be reason 
to question the selection. Representative 
Natcher sometimes is thought to be a closet 
conservative, a stone-age Democrat who only 
recently began scoring high in AFL-CIO Cope 
voting indices. 

Yet he could be the best member of the 
House for the Labor-HEW position. Mr. Natcher's 



reputation on the D. C. appropriations sub
committee for knowing the District budget 
better than the officials who made it up is 
legend. He disturbed a lot of people with his 
rigid views on public works planning, rejecting 
dollars for subways until bridges and highways 
were completed in keeping with his plans. Yet 
behind his paternalism was a strong job of 
what has now come to be called 'oversight.' 
He served as a taskmaster--a skinflint watch
ing every dollar and holding city of Wash
ington administrators to an exacting standard 
of performance. 

As head of the Labor-HEW subconnni ttee, 
Mr. Natcher will preside during consideration 
of the Labor and HEW budgets, which constitute 
42 percent of federal spending. That's bound 
to put him more in the limelight. But it's 
unlikely to change the quiet, unassuming re
liability of a Kentuckian who in many ways 
can be justly called a congressman's congress
man. " 

Fighting continues in Vietnam between 
the Chinese and the Vietnamese. China has 
crossed the border and is about ten miles 
into Vietnam, along a stretch of border that 
continues for about 100 miles. Notwithstanding 
the fact that they have moved in just to 
bloody the nose of Vietnam over Vietnam's 
action in Cambodia, they are losing thousands 
of men. This border war has caused the death 
of thousands on both sides and the Vietnamese 
are fighting China just like they fought us 
for twelve years. The North Vietnamese are 
known throughout the world to have about the 
fourth best Army and the way they kicked us 
around clearly indicates to me that in case 
of another world war, we should hire Vietnam 
to fight on our side. When this border war 
started, everyone of course believed that 
China would march right into Hanoi and shake 
Vietnam real good and this would be the end. 
They are having to fight every step of the 
way and they are not doing too well. 



Former Philadelphia Congressman Joshua 
Eilberg was sentenced in Philadelphia on 
Saturday to three to five years which was 
probated and was fined $10, 000 after he 
unexpectedly pleaded guilty to a federal 
conflict of interest charge. Eilberg is 
58 years old and was indicted when a Phila
delphia hospital received a $14.5 million 
grant from a federal anti-poverty agency 
wi th the government maintaining that Eilberg 
with the influence of Dan Flood, succeeded 
in having this project approved and with 
both of them receiving money for their labors. 
This ends the Eilberg case and Flood's new 
trial is to start sometime in June. 

Billy Carter is now in the hospital in 
Georgia suffering from emphysema and for 
months now his anti-semetic remarks and other 
remarks have been right embarrassing to the 
President. Recently the President said that 
he was terribly concerned with the whole 
si tuation of Billy Carter, including his 
health and that he totally disassociated 
himself from his comments. The President 
went on to say that Billy's comments are 
objectionable and foreign to everything about 
the way we live in this country. 

He made this statement to Bob Straus s , 
the President's representative in our trade 
negotiations and he new, according to Strauss, 
that this statement would be repeated. 
Finally the President has issued a statement 
disassociating himself and this statement is 
long overdue. 

During the past few weeks, Senator 
Adlai Stevenson of Illinois has indicated 
that he will not run for re-election to the 
Senate in 1980 and is instead leaning more 
than ever toward running for President. 
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Finally we struck a blow for liberty. 
Yesterday the new Subcommittee that I am 
Chairman of agreed with the $74 million in 
recissions out of the $227 million requested 
by the President. This is the first time 
that our Subcommittee has ever gone along in 
making reductions on any requests for the 
Departments of Labor, Health, Education and 
Welfare. 

There will be a fight on the Floor 
over our reduction and we had quite a battle 
yesterday before the Full Committee. Yes
terday's ac tion before the Full Committee 
was my first presentation as Chairman. 

Since my election as Chairman, our mail 
has really increased and we have no trouble 
in this office now, finding something to do. 

March 3, 1979 

For well over a year rumors have cir
culated throughout Kentucky that the FBI is 
making an investigation of Julian Carroll 
the Governor and his Administration generally.' 
From time to time, we have heard that in
dictments would be returned in Federal court 
against officials in Kentucky. The FBI and 
the District Attorney of the Eastern District 
of Kentucky have for months now, refused to 
verify any of the rumors. This past week 
the Frankfort State Journal, a right good 
newspaper in Kentucky carried an editorial 
entitled, "It's Time for Carroll to be 
Straight." This editorial has been re
printed in other papers in Kentucky and is 
as follows: 

"There no longer is merely a dark 



In Illinois, we have a Republican Governor 
and Senator Percy is the other Senator and 
he is a Republican. You might say that the 
state is more solid today on the Republican 
side than it has been in many years. This, 
of course, enters into the Stevenson change 
of mind and the Lord only knows what would 
happen if Adlai Stevenson, Jr. was the Demo
cratic nominee for President. His father was 
strictly a dreamer and a theorist and in his 
two attempts against Eisenhower, really em
barrassed the Democratic Party. 

February 28, 1979 

They really had an upset in Chicago 
yesterday. The last of the big-city polit
ical machines was wrecked when Mayor Michael 
A. Bilandic conceded that he had been 
defeated in the Democratic Mayoral primary 
by Jane Byrne. Miss Byrne was a protege of 
the late Mayor Richard J. Daley, but broke 
off with city hall following the death of 
Mayor Daley and has been after Bilandic ever 
since. 

March 2, 1979 

Prime Minister Begin is back in this 
country and President Carter is making every 
move pas 5 ible to carry out the Camp David 
agreement. If carried out, a peace treaty 
would result. Begin has been right difficult 
to deal with and for that reason, President 
Sadat is not here in person, but he is rep
resented by his people. There is stil1 a 
whole lot that must take place before any 
peace treaty is agreed upon. 
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cloud hanging over Frankfort. Rather, a 
dark viscid mist seems to have wrapped itself 
around the Carroll Administration as a 
means of protecting it from the searching 
eyes of those who would learn exactly what 
has been going on here for the past four 
years, 

It is time for Gov. Julian Carroll to 
emerge from within that mist and play 
straight with the people of Kentucky. 

The State Journal reported Wednesday 
that Gov. Carroll, trusted by agents of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
warned against leaking information about a 
vital Justice Department probe here,promptly 
violated that trust. 

The FBI probe, which took place in 1975 
involved negotiations for early parole be
tween the wife of an Eastern Kentuckian 
serving a term for manslaughter, a Virginia 
attorney and the Frankfort law firm of Hazel
rigg and Cox, Told of the investigation and, 
according to The State Journal's sources, 
warned not to reveal its existence, the 
governor almost immediately informed his 
close friend and political ally, attorney 
William Curlin of Hazelrigg and Cox. 

Mr, Carroll refuses to discuss the 
story with the newspaper but earlier told 
The Associated Press that he was never in
formed by the FBI to keep the parole inves
tigation secret. We find it incredible that 
the FBI, or any investigative agency for 
that matter, would bare the details of a 
complex and sensitive investigation to an 
outsider, as Mr. Garroll was, and not insist 
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that the information remain secret. That 
simply does not make sense. 

The parole negotiations--which, by the 
way, might have been proven entirely proper 
had not the governor acted so precipitously 
collapsed and the federal investigation was 
irreparably damaged. Later, when a federal 
grand jury in Detroit looked into the matter, 
several Kentuckians testified, including 
Mr. Curlin, his partner in Hazelrigg and 
Cox, Sam McNamara, and others. Gov. Carroll 
voluntarily wrote the U.S. Justice Depart
ment in Detroit a letter which The State 
Journal learned was an explanation of why 
he told Curlin of the investigation. 

Astonishingly, his office tells The 
State Journal that the letter from the 
Governor of the COllllIlonweal th 0 f Kentucky to 
federal prosecutors investigating the gov
ernor' 5 close friends and political associ
ates somehow cannot be located. That frankly 
pushes credulity outside the limits of 
reaSOn. 

F~rther, if the letter were found, The 
State .Journal was told, Mr. Carroll considers 
its cOZltents to be confidential and would not 
permi t it to be made public. 

TI:!ere, again, the mist enshrouds this 
governClr. Are the people of Kentucky not to 
know t:E1e fullest possible details of any 
involvrnent of their chief executive in a 
high-lEavel federal probe of the circumstances 
surrou:t::lding the possible grant ing of an 
early ~aro1e in Kentucky? 

G=v. Carroll has a responsibility to 
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release that letter and to erase any 
questions that arise from its existence. 

The State Journal also reported on 
Feb. 14 that U.S. Attorney Pat Molloy in 
Lexington has asked the Justice Department 
to empanel a special grand jury to look into 
the FBI's wide-ranging investigation of the 
Carroll Administration. 

Reportedly, as many as 40 FBI agents 
have probed everything from the notorious 
Pepper warehouse deal to personal service 
contracts and truck purchases. For months 
this capital city has been holding itscol
lective breath for the symbolic shoe to 
drop on an administration whose many accom
plishments seem destined to be lost in the 
quagmire of scandals. 

This newspaper frequently has called 
for local grand jury investigations of 
fantasyland leases, sweetheart purchase con
tracts and penny-ante used car deals. The 
entire spectrum of alleged abuses, however, 
is too great for a single prosecutor and 
a month-long local jury to properly look 
into. 

A special federal grand jury, meeting 
for as long as 36 months with the power 
to search into income tax records and 
personal finances, is the only way to dis
sipate the mist that envelopes Julian 
Carroll and those who have attached them
selves to his administration for good as 
well as bad. We urge the Justice Department 
to act speedily--and in the affirmative-
on Mr. Molloy's request." 

It seems that President Carter and 
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Prime Minis ter Begin, who have their pictures 
made with great smiles, have agreed on 
nothing. During 4% hours of meetings on 
Thursday, the two leaders failed to find 
any connnon ground for overcoming the dif
ferences between Israel and the government 
of Egypt. The talks are to continue through 
Sunday, but Begin immediately after arriving 
in Washington, issued a statement that the 
United States was tilted toward Egypt. The 
talks were set up here in Washington, after 
Begin rejected Carter's bid for a new Camp 
David meeting. 

Fighting still continues in Vietnam 
between the Chinese and the Vietnamese. 

President Carter this week, submitted 
stand-by gasoline rationing proposals and 
other fuel saving actions, but said he has 
no intention of putting them into effect at 
the present time. 

March 5, 1979 

From time to time I see articles in 
magazines pertaining to Mike Murphy. Mike 
Murphy is the father of Virginia Murphy and 
she is one of my favorite people. In fact, 
I am collecting beautiful little plates for 
her and hope to have a nice collection wben 
I'm finished. In the February issue of 
Fortune Magazine is an interview of Mike 
Murphy with the subj ect being money managers. 
Mike is an expert in money matters and this 
is a right interesting interview. 

Prime Minister Begin is on his way back 
home and there was no agreement between he 
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and the President. You can tell from the 
pictures that appear in the newspapers that 
they are far apart and this goes back to 
the Camp David meeting. I believed at that 
time that they were still far apart. 

We have the Secretary of HEW before our 
COIIlIllittee totmI1orow. We are well underway 
on the $242 billion budget for the Depart
ment of Labor and for the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare. 

The Chinese are still in Vietnam and if 
you believe the reports coming out of Vietnam 
issued by the Vietnamese, they have killed 
thousands of the Chinese soldiers. This I 
do not believe, but making claims is one of 
the real arts in Vietnam. 

The President did submit new peace 
proposals to Begin who will return and talk 
to the Israeli Cabinet. President Sadat 
may return to this country in the next eight 
or ten days and at least the President should 
be commended for making every effort to settle 
this controversy. 

March 6, 1979 

Today we take up the first Recission 
Bill reported by our Connnittee during Fiscal 
Year 1979. This will be a test as to whether 
or not the Congress will sincerely make an 
a ttempt to reduce federal spending. 

President Carter will leave tomorrow 
for Israel and Egypt. He is making every 
move possible to bring about a peace treaty 
in the Middle East and the fact that he is 
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going there clearly indicates that s?me . 
decision may have been reached and wlth Just 
a little urging may bring about a peace 
treaty. 

China announces the end of its invasion 
into Vietnam and states that it is withdraw
ing its troops after teaching Vietnam a 
lesson. 

March 9, 1979 

We have in the Rouse from the City of 
Chicago a Member by the name of Abner J. 
lCIikva. He is a Democrat and he represents 
a very close District. He served with us 
:for about 4 years and tllen he was defeated 
and dropped out of the House. On the next 
;go-round, he won and has been with us now 
:for about 8 years. Each two years he has 
:real close elections and in fact, four years 
ago it was so close that they had to have 
a re-count to decide as to who had won the 
:race. Mikva is 53 years of age and serves 
!IS a Member of the Judiciary Connnittee. He 
js one of the most liberal Members that bas 
~ver served in the House and his liberal 
..".iews have been his downfall in the silk
I3tocking District that he represents. In 
-the las t elec tion be won by a few 100 votes 
!lnd was immediately nicknamed "landslide 
~!ikva" . I have often wondered as to how 
long he would last and just how much he could 
-take, since each two years he has to go 
"through another close election that requires 
l1undreds of thousands of dollars and many 
flours of campaigning. 

Yesterday President Carter selected 
~bner Mikva as one of the appointees to fill 
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two vacant seats on the U. S. Court of Appeals 
here in Washington. This is the court that 
Judge Bazelon has served on for so many years 
and this is the Court of Appeals that is 
well known throughout the United States as 
one of the most liberal and most politically 
minded of any Circuit Court throughout the 
50 States. With the exception of about 3 
members, pOlitical hacks are members of this 
court and Judge Warren Berger, the Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court has publicly 
said that it is indeed a blessing that we have 
no more Circuit Courts that compare with the 
one here in Washington. Knowing Mikva, as 
I do, he will just fit comfortably in one of 
the seats on this court and in fact, can sit 
as close as he possibly can to Bazelon who 
is al so a political hack from Chicago , Il
linois. Bazelon was brought to Washington 
by former President Truman and after serving 
a hitch in the Justice Department, landed 
on the U.S. Court of Appeals here in our 
Nation's Capital. Mikva talks fast and is 
easy to approach and will just suit this 
particular court. The other vacant seat 
Dn the court will go to Patricia M. Wald who 
Ls in the Justice Department and is 50 years 
D f age. Wald is also about in the same 
category as Mikva. She will be the second 
woman sitting on a Federal Appeals Court and 
served for quite a while on the D. C. Crime 
Commission and was a staff attorney for 
Neighborhood Legal Services here in Washington. 
While serving as Chairman of the D. C. Budget 
Subcommittee, I had an opportunity on several 
occas ions to have this lady appear before 
lily Committee. Considering everything I would 
say the President made a serious mistake in 
naming either one of these people to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals. This is the court that 



is just under the Supreme Court of the U. S. 
and if he had to name them to the Appeals 
Court I guess it was best for him to keep 
both of them in Washington. 

President Carter is in Cairo, Egypt 
and according to the newspaper reports today 
that eventhough it is a little early to tell, 
President Sadat says that with just a few 
more changes he is ready to sign the peace 
proposal, which has also been approved by 
Prime Minister Begin. After meeting for 
several hours with Sadat, with the talks 
focusing almost entirely upon the unresolved 
is sues between Egypt and Israel, according 
to the reports, peace may be a lot closer 
than we think here in Washington. I do hope 
that the President is successful because he 
really took a big gamble when he made this 
Budden trip to Egypt and to Israel. 

The women in Iran may bring about the 
downfall of the religious leader Khomeini 
who is in charge. Yesterday, thousands of 
women marched in the streets of Iran carrying 
banners and shouting, "down with Khomeini." 
The women are very much upset over Khomeini I s 
directive that they must continue wearing 
the usual garb of Moslem women and that west
ernized clothing is out of order. The women 
are mad and this may eome as a whole lot of 
trouble. 

March 10 j 1979 

President Carter said yes terday that 
he and President Sadat had not reached an 
agreement on the Egyptian-Israeli Peace 
Treaty Compromises, but he would do the best 
he could to resolve the differences between 
the two countries. Certain proposals were 
made by Egypt yesterday and were submitted 
to Carter. This may take more time than 
expected. President Carter will go to 



Israel today, and I do hope that after all 
of this work, he is successful. 

Umemployment in our country dropped 
slightly during the past quarter and it is 
now 5.7%, according to the Labor Department. 

We now have trouble brewing in Yemen. 
It seems that when one battle is over, another 
breaks out in another country. At least the 
Chinese soldiers are withdrawing from Vietnam. 

From time to time in writing my weekly 
letters to my grandchildren, which I have now 
done for several years, I write one that is 
somewhat interesting. My last letter pertains 
to Allyn Cox, the famous muralist who is 
painting a beautiful mural in the Capitol 
Building at this time. This letter is as 
follows: 

"Dear Jeffrey, Paul William & Peter: 

Almost every day I see Allyn Cox, the 
famous artist who most of the time is working 
out of sight on a scaffolding above the 
ground floor on the House side of the Capitol 
on his most famous mural. The present project 
will require at least one more year before it 
is completed. 

Mr. Cox and his two assistants painted 
the ceiling portion of the east corridor on 
the first floor of the Capitol Building on 
the House side several years ago under a 
proj ect sponsored by the National Historical 
Society. This mural depicts the early history 
·)f our country with men, women, horses and a 
lumber of other animals that live in this 
country. From this end of the corridor to the 
Dther is a complete story of the early history 
Df this country. This eas t corridor is the 
one that begins at the Sergeants at Arms bank 
for the House members and extends to the main 
entrance to the dining room. When completed, 



this mural was signed by and dated by Mr. Cox. 
He also permitted his two assistants to sign 
it with him, which is a clear indication of 
Mr. Cox I s character. Very few famous artist 
will ever pemit their assistants to sign 
their names on the wall at the beginning of 
the mural. Immediately after the scaffold 
was removed and the mural ready for accepta~ce 
and inspection, I noticed he permitted his 
assi.stants to sign their names with him. 

The mural which also has men, women, 
horses and buggies, boats crossing the rivers 
wi th soldiers and many other obj ects are on 
the ceiling in the corridor of the first floor 
of the Capitol Building beginning at the 
eleva tor and extending north to the revolving 
door leading to the outside of the building. 
This project is also being sponsored by private 
groupS and will cost the Government nothing. 
Mr. Cox has no deadline and he and his as sist
ants are doing a magnificent job. Most of 
the painting is performed by Mr. Cox who, by 
the way, is 82 years old, and his assistants, 
who lie on their backs on the scaffold and 
paint the different objects that are a part of 
the mural. This makes it right tedious and ' 
awful tiresome. 

At one point in the mural there is a 
school teacher and a group of children in 
front of a small backwoods school. Every 
character painted is first painted in the nude 
on a large beaver board which is some 4 1/2 
feet high and 3 feet wide. Then Mr. Cox and 
his assistants paint the clothes and dress 
the obj ects with their painting. This, I 
presume, makes the body structure perfect and 
the clothes to be added are on a real life-like 
body. This guide is then used by the painters 
up on the scaffold to paint the person or 
object in as a part of the mural. 
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When Mr. Cox was 9 years old, his grand· 
mother brought him to the Capi tal Building and 
as a little boy he noticed that the frieze 
around the rotunda had not been completed. 
Even as a little boy he said that he intended 
to finish it, and this he did in 1953 carrying 
on the historical mural frieze begun in 1877 
by Constantino Brumidi and continued by Filippo 
Costaggini. The second man who painted on 
the frieze around the rotunda fell and was 
killed. This stopped the completion of the 
mural. It is a little unusual when you think 
that Mr. Cox was the man who completed the 
mural and now at the age of 82 is in charge 
of paint ing the mural in the corridor of the 
Capitol Building on the House side on the 
first floor. 

I am enclosing a picture of Mr. Cox 
s tanding in front of a part of one of his 
murals which is on the ceiling and is the 
one that he and his assistants are presently 
painting. 

I do not know just what amount is being 
paid for the mural but I presume it will run 
2 or 3 hundred thousand dollars. Before start
ing the mural on the ceiling, the ceilings 
were repaired and placed in perfect order. 

Some day I will attempt to write a story 
about the Capitol Building as I know it, and 
a part of this story, of course, will be about 
Allyn Cox, the famous muralist and his visions 
of the American scene which are a part of this 
beautiful bUilding. 

I hope this letter finds you well and 
happy, and with lots of love, I am 

Your Grandfather," 
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March 13, 1979 

The bribery trial of former Represen
tative Otto E. Passman, Democrat of Louisi
ana opened in Monroe, Louisiana yesterday 
after a very difficult week of selecting 
the jury for the trial. Passman is 78 years 
old and served for many years as Chaiman of 
the Subcommittee on Foreign Aid Appropriations. 
He was indic ted a year ago, charged with 
receiving more than $200,000 from Tongsun 
Park the millionaire South Korean businessman 
in return for pressuring the U. S. government 
and the Korean government into the purchasing 
of rice. A second indictment charged Passman 
with failure to pay taxes on the pay-affs 
that he received from Park. Passman has a 
right able lawyer and several months ago, 
his attorney succeeded in having both in
dictments consolidated and this then placed 
him in a position where he could demand a 
trial in his home State. The government 
attorneys immediately agreed to the consoli
dation without any trouble and then Passman's 
attorney immediately asked that the trial be 
held in Louis iana. By consolidating the 
income tax evasion charge, this placed Pass
man's attorney in a position to make the 
demand since for many years in federal court 
it has always been the practice of permitting 
an income tax evasion defendent to have a 
trial in his home state. Passman's lawyer 
did better than that because he finally 
manuevered the trial into Monroe, Louisiana 
the hometown of Passman. I have my doubts 
that the government will get a conviction and 
after weeks and weeks, will end up with a 
hung jury. 

The Republican Party is making loud 
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demands now for an investigation of the 
Carter warehouse business loans which were 
made by Georgia banks. With some question 
now being raised as to whether or not there 
wa s adequate securi ty . The loans were made at 
the reques t of Bert Lance, who served for a 
short time as Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget. The Republicans 
really believe they have something here. 

President Carter is returning home 
tonight after making a brief stop-over in 
Cairo, Egypt. The President will return 
to Washington without the peace agreement 
signing and with the new information received 
from Begin that he is not in a position to 
close out any peace treaty since it must 
first go to the Israel Knesset, which is the 
Israeli Parliment. First Begin said it 
must be submitted and approved by the Knesset 
and of course, even if some agreement had 
been reached it might take weeks before the 
Knesset either approved or disapproved. The 
President has worked hard and is very much 
disturbed over the failure to reach some 
agreement this weekend in the Middle East. 
The President had been willing to spend 
hundreds of hours to bring about a successful 
negotiation but when he was advised by Begin 
that the Knesset must approve, he was then 
disturbed to the extent that he knows that 
a treaty is s till a long way off. 

March 14, 1979 

Much to the surprise of a great many 
people in this country, it appears that 
President Carter has finally succeeded in 
bringing about a settlement of the problem 
in the Middle East in so far as Egypt and 
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Israel are concerned. President Carter was 
just about ready to return home this past 
weekend when he decided to stop over for two 
days in Cairo, Egypt and continue his meetings 
with Sadat and Begin. 

Finally Begin agreed and said that he 
would resign unless his Cabinet and the 
Knesset approved of the agreement that he 
had reached with President Carter. An article 
appeared in the Washington papers yesterday 
entitled, Carter Hailed on Dramatic Break
through; Israel Cabinet Votes 15-0 for New 
Proposals." This article is as follows; 

"Israel's Cabinet approved today 
the two final compromises on an Egyptian-

. Israeli peace treaty that were worked out by 
President Carter. 

This left only Cabinet and parliamentary 
acceptance of the complete treaty before it 
can be signed, possibly in Washington late 
next week. 

There were rumblings in the Cabinet and 
parliament about the implications of moving 
toward autonomy for Israeli-occupied Pale
stinian areas, which is scheduled to follow 
the treaty's ratification. But Israeli sources 
said acceptance of the treaty seemed assured. 
Prime Minister Menachem Begin said after a 
6.!-hour Cabinet meeting that he had tele
phoned Carter to report approval for the 
compromises. 

"I informed him that the two last out
standing issues were resolved today by a pos
itive decision of the Cabinet." Begin told 
reporters. "The president was very glad to 



- 10,630 -

receive the information." 

The Cabinet voted 15-0 for the compro
mis es, with one member not voting and one 
absent. It is scheduled to meet again Sunday 
to consider final acceptance of the whole 
treaty package. That includes commitments 
for autonomy on the West Bank and Gaza strip 
as a step toward a comprehensive peace settle
ment with Israel's other Arab neighbors. But 
those neighbors, Syria and Jordan, have re
fused to join the peace effort so far and 
remain hostile. 

Commerce Minister Gidon Patt said today' s 
ac tion did not complete the work the Cabinet 
still needs to carry out examining the treaty 
in its entirety. 

"The road is open to a peace treaty." 
s aid another minister. Yitzhak ModaL He 
said details remained to be worked out "but 
there will be a peace treaty." 

The Israeli radio said Foreign Minister 
Moshe Dayan submitted to the Cabinet a docu
ment he and Justice Minister Shmuel Tamir 
prepared that enumerates the U.S. economic 
and political commitments to Israel and which 
is to be attached to the treaty. 

The Knesset, Israel's parliament, is 
expected to debate the treaty on Monday and 
Tuesday. The ratification of the treaty, 
once signed, requires only a simple majority 
of the l20-member Knesset. So the debate 
next week would authorize Begin to join with 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat in signing the 
treaty if only 61 members approve. Israeli 
sources predicted 75 or more votes for it. 
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Israel radio today cited estimates of at 
least 85 positive votes. Begin has said he 
and his government would resign if the Knesse, 
did not approve it. 

Egypt's prime minister and foreign minis· 
ter, Mus tafa Khalil, was quo ted today as 
saying the signing could take place in Wash
ington next Thursday or Friday. 

An English version will be signed then 
that will be binding on both countries. 
Begin said yesterday. Then he and Sadat 
would exchange visits to sign an Arabic ver
sion in Cairo and a Hebrew version in Jeru
salem, Begin said. 

Reports from American and Israeli sources 
on what the two last compromises involved 
were somewhat conflicting. Reporters travel
ing with Carter on his peacemaking mission 
understood that the last two issues involved 
Israel's access to assured oil supplies and 
the Gaza strip. 

Begin had been insisting upon an Egyptian' 
commitment to sell to Israel oil from fields 
developed in the Sinai peninsula during Is
rael 's occupation. Egypt refused to guaran
tee sales _ The compromise reportedly involved 
a IS-year U.S. assurance to make sure Israel 
gets the oil that it is having a harder time 
'Jbtaining since Iran's new regime cut it off. 
Some apparently would come from Sinai, al
though without a specific treaty connnitment 
on it. 

The Gaza problem arose from the autonomy 
nove. West Bank Palestinians have been 
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reluc tant to participate in the scheme, so 
Egypt wanted to move ahead in Gaza and play 
a role there with its own liaison office. 
Israel was reluctant to accept that. Some 
reports said the compromise involves Israel's 
dropping of the demand for Sinai oil in re
turn for Egypt's dropping its insistence on 
a role in Gaza. There was no official con
firmation of that, however. 

Some sources here said the second issue 
in the last-minute compromises was not Gaza 
but the timing of Israel's troop withdrawls 
from the Sinai and an exchange of ambassadors 
between the two countries. 

This account of the second issue was 
broadcast by Israel radio, apparently indi
ca ting 0 fficial sources. 

The decisions yesterday brought a sense 
of national joy and relief to this country. 
But there was recognition that the West Bank 
and Gaza autonomy problems will be difficult 
ones. And the continued hostility of Syria 
and Jordan was worrisome. 

FolloWing Begin's lead, President Anwar 
Sadat 0 f Egypt also decided to put the peace 
treaty package, before his Cabinet and Par
liament for approval before signing." 

March 16, 1979 

The White House is now attempting to 
to sell the peace treaty between Israel and 
Egypt to Saudi, Arabia and to Jordan. We 
have committed ourselves to spend at least 
$5 billion if the treaty is signed and the 
Palestinians are still upset over the fact 
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ths t there still is no settlement of the 
Palestinian problem. 

Our relations with West Germany could 
improve. Privately West German Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt is saying that from the stand
point of Europe the United States has given 
up its leadership going back as far as the 
Nixon Administration and that from the stand
point of military and economic leadership 
West Germany will have to take over. The 

. German Chancellor said that he did not see 
anyone in New York or Washington attempting 
to take the leadership as far as the economy 
is concerned and since Japan will sit on the 
fence and follow whoever leads, it is now 
up to the Europeans especially the French and 
the Germans. I was sorry to hear of the 
statement made by the West German Chancellor 
because the Americans and the Germans are 
more alike in my opinion than any other two 
countries in the world. From the standpoint 
of initiative, ability and general shrewdness 
our two countries are very much alike. 

S ena tor Ted Kennedy really was upset 
in the Senate Wednesday when the Recission 
Bill was up for consideration. The side that 
he was on was not in favor of granting the 
President's request to recissions totaling a 
11 ttle over $700 million and upon a roll call 
vote of 55 to 41, the Kennedy forces went 
down. Kennedy is very much wrong about this 
rna tter because the people in this country 
want federal spending reduced and they want 
a balanced budget. We are now going to con
ference on the recissions on Tuesday of next 
week and we should have no trouble bringing 
ou t a good conference report. 



March 17, 1979 

In the Otto E. Passman trial now underwai 
in Monroe, Louisiana, the attorney for the . 
defense is cross examining Tongsun Park con
siderably on the question of Park's delib
erately lying in the beginning as to payments 
to Passman and other Members of Congress. 
Park, this weekend under eros s examination 
said that it was true that he originally 
lied about making any payments to Passman 
be cause he wanted to protect Passman and 
that loyalty in Asian countries is a big 
issue; and, at the beginning he hoped the 
whole thing would blow over. Park also denied 
knowing Flood and according to the newspaper 
reports, Passman might do better than a hung 
jury. 

In speaking of Flood, his new trial is 
set for June 4 and apparently he will be dis
missed from Georgetown Hospital in the next 
few days. 

The Palestinians are really up in ams 
over the signing of the peace treaty between 
Egypt and Israel. Their leaders say that 
if the treaty is signed this will immediately 
bring on a war with Syria, Jordan and others 
on the side against Egypt. 

This weekend, President Carter is at 
Camp David and he has summoned his principal 
economic and political advisers for the weekend 
meeting with a full-scale review of energy 
issues and the adminis tration • s increasing 
anti-in flation program to be reviewed in 
detail. Inflation still remains over 9% 
and witb the energy crisis right around the 
corner with weekend closings of service sta
tions to start soon, the President really has 
hLS hands full. The President will make a 
llajor speech on the energy pol icy sometime 
during the latter part of tell,; month and also 
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will deal wi th the other problems and issues 
which are being discussed at Camp David 
this weekend. 

This Session of Congress has been right 
slow in starting. With federal spending a 
major issue, a great many new programs that 
some of the more liberal people want have 
been fi led away and the commi ttees now holding 
hearings are spending most of their time on 
legislation which expires this year and over 
which there is no controversy. The appropria
tions connnittec is holding hearings on all 13 
bi lls and in the main, the action during this 
First Session will be over federal spending, 
inflation and the energy crisis. No addi
tional laws are necessary as far as energy 
is concerned and it is simply a matter of 
biting the bullet and bringing about con
siderable conservation of oil to stave off 
real problems in the future. 

March 19, 1979 

We are now waiting for the signing of 
the peace treaty between Egypt and Israel. 
In the meantime, President Carter sent his 
Foreign Advisor Brzezinski along with an 
Assistant Secretary from the State Depart
ment, his son, Chip Carter and one of the 
members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to Saudi, 
Arabia and Jordan hoping to keep these two 
countries from going off in a tangent follow
ing the signing of· the peace treaty. Accord
ing to the media, Saudi, Arabia and Jordan 
are still bitterly opposed to the peace treaty 
and has given no assurance of what it will 
will do following the signing. For several 
years now. Saudi, Arabia has granted about 
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$2 billion a year in foreign aid to Egypt 
and if this is cut off, we probably will 
have to make up the difference. 

We are better than half completed on 
our hearings on Labor-HEW and so far have had 
good hearings. It will be exceedingly dif
ficul t to mark-up this bill without exceeding 
the budget. 

This week in the House, we have no 
major legislation up for action. A few bills 
under suspension, the Private Calendar and 
several funding resolutions. 

March 20, 1979 

The White House is jubilant over the 
signing of the Treaty between Israel and 
Egypt. White House aids believe that the 
president is an odds on favorite to win the 
Nobel Peace Prize and this is the kind of 
big political plum that they would welcome 
for next year's campaign. 

MyoId friend, Jerry Ford has not 
indicated that he will be a candidate for 
President in 1980 but some of those who are 
close to him politically are confident that 
if early Republican primaries in 1980 are 
inconclusive and the Party appears to be 
drifting the former President will move to 
enter the race for the White House and will 
not wait for GOP leaders to come to him. 

We may be about to stave off a Consti
tutional Amendment to balance the budget if 
we succeed in holding down the 1980 Fiscal 
Year Budget. The drive by the States for a 
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Constitutional Amendment is losing steam and 
the word here on the hill is that any Con
stitutional Amendment to balance the budget 
will be t:!.ed up indefinitely in Committee. 

People in this country should never 
complain about our telephone system and those 
who do should go to Cairo, Egypt. During 
the talk between the leaders this past week
end, when President Carter was in Cairo, one 
American official had so much trouble in 
Cairo in trying to phone a downtown hotel 
from the City's airport that he had to route 
the call on the White House conmrunications 
system by satellite via Washington to get 
through. 

One of the ten best sellers for over 
50 weeks is a book on running and the author 
most be making a fortune. Recently the 26-
mile marathon was held in Junction City, 
Kansas with hundreds in the race and one little 
five year old boy, Bucky Cox. competed and 
certainly gave a very good account of himself. 
He completed the course in under 5~ hours 
finishing 64th out of 100 who started. 

March 21, 1979 

We held our first Conference yesterday 
on an appropriation bill and within a few 
minutes resolved all differences and signed 
the Conference Report. With one or two 
exceptions, I believe this Conference Report 
will be accepted in the House and the Senate 
next week without too much difficulty. The 
feeling was almost unanimous on both sides 
of the table that this is the year when we must 
reduce federal spending and now is the time 
to bite the bullet. Unles s we do, more states 
will adopt a constitutional resolution calling 
for a convention which would adopt an amend
ment providing for a balanced budget. 



The Attorney General, Griffin B. Bell 
a.nnounced last week that a special prosecutor 
would b~ appointed to investigate the National 
Bank of Georgia loans to the Carter Peanut 
Warehous e. A man by the name of Paul B. 
Curran >Tas appointed by the Attorney General. 
Curran is 46 years of age and is a former 
U. S. Attorney for the Southern District of 
New York. Curran is a Republican. The Attor
ney General, in making the announcement of 
Curran's appointment, said that it is impor
t8Ilt to t:he American public's confidence in 
the administration of justice that they be 
assured that the ultimate resolution of the 
investigation into the loans made to the 
Carter family was reached fairly and impar
tially without even the possibility of defer
ence to high office. Immediately after accept
ing the appointment, Curran said that he had 
been guaranteed that he would be in charge 
and that the investigation would be a full, 
vigorous and impartial one. Time will tell 
as to just what will develop and I guess 
this is the best way to finally bring all 
of the rumors to a halt. 

King Hussein of Jordan is very resentful 
over the arm twisting efforts made by our 
country to extract his approval for the Egypt
Israel peace agreement which is to be signed 
next Tuesday in this country. The King said 
that he did not believe that there had ever 
been in t~e past a misunderstanding like this 
one that now exists between Jordan and the 
United Stat es. There are always two sides 
to every qll€stion and certainly I can under
stand King Eussein's position from the stand
point of the West Bank and certain other parts 
of the trea-«:y. The King now says that his 
country wEJ. have to look around for alterna
tive sources of supply for his U.S. equipped 
armed forced. 
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~.arch 23, 1979 

We will have quite an event here in 
Washington on Monday. Prime Minister Begin 
and President Sadat will appear at the White 
House to sign the peace treaty. Buses will 
take the House and Senate Members from Cap
itol Hill to the White House for the signing. 
After the signing takes place and for the 
next six or seven months, we may have trouble 
throughout the Middle East. The Palestinians 
are not at all satisfied wi th any part of the 
peace treaty and the same applies to Jordan, 
Saudi, Arabia and Iraq. 

This past week, we had a Resolution 
creating a Select Committee on Connnittees. 
On a roll call vote the vote was 210 for and 
200 against. We have too many Connnittees 
now and every time we set up a Select Connnittee . 
to resolve jurisdictional problems, we end 

"Up in a fight. I voted against this Resolution. 

March 24, 1979 

The White House is soliciting funds 
to help pay for Monday's State dinner honoring 
:Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and Israeli 
:Prime Minister Begin. The asking price is 
in exchange for invita tions to the dinner and 
in some cases is $1,000 a plate. There will 
'be some 1,500 people a t the dinner which will 
'be held under a huge tent on the White House 
lawn and to help to defray the cost, 150 of 
'the corporate whose who in America, including 
(;oca Cola, Ford Motor Company, Allied Chemic a I 
;and others are being solicited. The White 
Eouse says that there is a precedent for such 
;solicitation of funds for huge White House 
c!inners. They maintain that this started 
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back during the Kennedy days when the White 
House was furnished with very valuable antiques 
provided by private contributions. The signing 
of the peace treaty will take place at the 
White House at 2 0' clock Monday and the tre
mendous dinner will be tha t night. 

March 26, 1979 

Today is the big day. Egypt and Israel 
formally end thirty years of war today. At 
2 pm a treaty which should carry the stamp, 
"made in the U. S .A." will be signed at the 

"White House. I do hope that this signing 
-will help us in the Middle East. 

On March the 1st, 1954, I was in the 
:House Chamber at the time the Puerto Ricans 
entered the Gallery and after taking seats 
jumped up and started to fire pistols. Five 
of our Members were shot and I believed then 
the same as I do now that Cuba and other 
Communist elements were behind this event. 
"In Sunday's New York Times, appeared an article 
entitled, "Congressmen Seeking A Prisoner 
Exchange To Free Puerto Ricans." This article 
is as follows: 

"With tacit encouragement from the 
State Department, two New York Representa
tives are taking a new approach in trying to 
free four Puerto Rican nationalists impris
oned in the United States. They are calling 
for release of the Puerto Ricans as a way of 
freeing four United States citizens imprisoned 
in Cuba. 

The action by the two Representatives -
Jonathan B. Bingham of the Bronx and Benjamin 
A. Gilman of Monticello -- is directed at 
freeing the Puerto Ricans involved in shooting 
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episodes in the 1950' s outside Blair House, 
the temporary residence of President Harry 
S. Truman as the White House was being ren
ovated, and in the spectators' gallery of the 
House of Representatives. 

But the idea of tying the fate of the 
nationalists to the fate of four Americans in 
Cuba has not won the full support of others 
working on behalf of the Puerto Ricans. 
Representative Robert Garcia, a Bronx Demo
crat who is the only voting Congressman of 
Puerto Rican descent has said the issue of 
freeing the nationalists should be decided on 
its own merits. 

"I've never had a conversation with the 
nationalists about the idea," said Mr. Garcia, 
'Who has been fighting for their release for 
some time. "I doubt very much if they'd go 
along with it." 

A request to commute the sentences of 
the Puerto Ricans is now before President 
(;arter. 

Those favoring the Puerto Ricans' re
lease say they have served more than enough 
"time. Those opposed fear additional violence, 
:since the nationalists have pledged to con
t:inue their activities and have refused to 
repent for the acts they committed. 

Both Mr. Gilman and Mr. Bingham report 
chat Fidel Castro, the Cuban president, has 
':Jeen suggesting the idea of releasing them. 
I-Ihen 10 Congressmen visited with Mr. Castro 
in January, Mr. Castro said he would favor 
celeasing four United States citizens held 
[n Cuba in return. "It would no t be a strict 
swap or exchange." said Mr. Bingham, aDem-



ocrat. "The way Castro put it was that these 
vrould be "reciprocal humanitarian gestures." 

Sources in the Carter Administration 
have confirmed that the State Department, 
knowing Hr. Castro's position, has told the 
.. 'hite House it would favor releasing the 
Fuerto Ricans. But the State Department is 
also known to have said that the decision 
f>hould be decided on domestic ground, since 
it is technically a domestic proOlem. 

The four Americans -- Lawrence Lunt, 
Everett Jackson, Juan Tur and Claudio Morales-
are in confinement near Havana. Mr. Lunt 
:has acknowledged working for the Central 
::Intelligence Agency, and it waf> reported last 
June that Cuba had indirectly offered to free 
ltim in exchange for the release of one of the 
iour Puerto Rican nationalists, Lolita LeBron. 
"rhe three others are Irving Flores Rodriguez, 
()scal Callazo and Rafael Cancel Miranda. 

A report of the 10 Congressmen who visited 
(;uba is expected to recommend releasing the 
::Puerto Rican nationalists, but it is not yet 
clear how many of the 10 will actually agree 
to this recommendation." 

I sincerely believe that these Congress
~en should have something else to do besides 
'Vanting to make exceptions, out of Lolita 
l.eBron and the other two who are still in 
the penitentiary. It is my understanding 
that one of the men either has terminal cancer 
and is in a federal hospital or has since died. ' 

Chief Justice Warren Burger was named by 
Richard Nixon and at the time there was con
siderable question as to whether or not he 
was actually qualified to be Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court. Mr. Burger graduated 
from a night law sC100l and this, of course, 
in the Twentieth Century is not a recommenda
tion for a Chief Justice. His practice of the 



law was somewhat limited before he went 
into the Department of Justice as an Assis
tant Attorney General and later to the Cir
cuit Court of Appeals here in Washington. In 
succeeding Chief Justice Warren, he of course 
as sumed a right controversial seat. For sev
eral years, billboards had been erected 
throughout the United States carrying large 
letters calling upon the people in this country 
to impeach Warren. The Court was known as 
"The Warren Court". This was the situation 
confronting Chief Justice Burger at the time 
he took over as Chief Justice. 

Last night on "60 Minutes" the Chief 
Justice was really crucified_ Mike Wallace 
started out by reading a letter that had been 
directed to the Chief Justice asking him to 
appear on "60 Minutes" and then the Chief Jus
tice's answer was read which politely declined 
the invi tation. "60 Minutes" is one of those 
excitable, witch hunt shows that from time to 
time is good, but most times is bad and of 
course, the Chief Justice of the United States 

"I.as right in refusing to appear on "60 Minutes"_ 
JUs background was discussed and the fact that 
JJe was a graduate of a night law school, along 
'I'1ith other matters and then several law pro-
fessors, who at one time, served as clerks 
Either to Justice Burger or to one of the 
j.ssociate Justices, gave their most learned 
~pinion of what a little man the Chief Justice 
:really was. Most of these men who were inter
~iewed, were long-haired, beetle browed mis
:fits and I say this quite frankly. It was a 
perfect crucifixion job. 

I have had some experience with Chief 
Justice Burger and although I know he will not 
go down in history as the outstanding Chief 
Justice of this country, but in my opinion, 
be will go down in history as an able, honest 
Dlan. I remember several years ago when the 
District of Columbia wanted to build a new 



court building which the Chief Jus tice took 
quite an active interest in; just as a citizen 
in the procedure that was underway and the 
pressures that were being used to force the 
subconnnittee of which I was Chairman to build 
a $100 million court building for the District 
of Columbia. We have some 39 judges on the 
Superior Court here in the District and each 
of these judges wanted a ceremonial court room. 
In order to build a building with 39 ceremon
ial court rooms which would seat from 250 to 
500 people, it would have cost $100 million 
or more. Ins tead of that, I said to the Dis
trict Mayor and to the officials here that 
we would go along with them and build a beauti
ful court building which would contain a court 
room for each judge and two or three large 
ceremonial court rooms which could be used 
for unusual events and trials which created 
(Dore than the usual amount of excitement. The 
judges and the city officials did not believe 
that we could build a $40 million court build
ing but we succeeded in bui lding a magnificent 
building that cost exactly $40 million. It 
is fully adequate and is designed to go on into 
the 21st Century without any difficulty. Since 
I have been a Member of Congress, I have parti
cipated in over 80.proj ects, including schools,' 
police st~t~ons, flre sta~iot;ls, c1inic~, hos
pital addU1.ons, court bUJ.ldJ.ngs and lJ.braries 
where hundreds of millions of dollars was 
involved. With the exception of the new cen
tral library, now known as the Martin Luther 
King Library and the new Dis trict of Columbia 
Court Building, there is considerable doubt 
about the cost from the standpoint of actual 
benefit for a great many of the structures 
that were erected since I have been a Member of 
Congress. Most of these structures were so 
controversial that when the time arrived to 
dedicate the structures and I received beauti
ful invitations, I declined because in most 
instances, the controversy was just toomuch 
when we tried to hold down spending. When 
t"-c new court building was dedicaLed, I made 
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up my mind that I would attend the ceremony 
:,ecause I wanted to see all of these judges and 
all of the court officials and be able, in a 
nice way, to say to them we said we would and 
'fle did build you an adequate building which is 
now being used as a model throughout the Uni ted 
States. Chief Justice Burger was the principal 
speaker and I was one of the speakers who spoke 
just before the principal speaker. Chief Jus
tice Burger, in his remarks, said that he wanta:l 
to commend me because I had succeeded in build- , 
Lng a building which the federal government 
"flaS now using as a model throughout the 50 
states for a federal courtroom building and the 
:>uilding was fully adequate and was constructed 
under adverse conditions. He went on at great 
length and when he concluded, walked over and 
shook hands with me and everyone stood up in 
the audience. Of course I felt good and I have 
always believed that Chief Justice Burger has 
tried to handle his assignments in the right 
'ilay and history will record the fact that he 
vas not entitled to the program which appeared 
last night on "60 Minutes". 

March 27, 19]9 

The leaders of Israel and RgY1't con~ 
eluded a treaty of peace yesterday as Presi
dent Carter pledged to join them in protecting 
the agreement against those wfio oppose it. 
The president in his speech went on to say 
that those who shatter peace and who would 
apill blood, should be aware tna t our country 
along with Egypt and Israel and all others 
vho may join us will vigorously wage peace. 
":here was 1,600 invited guests on the White 
JIouse lawn at the time the peace treaty was 
Signed. Later last night, a tremendous dinner 
vas held in a huge tent with some 1,50.0 guests 
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participa ted. Among the maj or provlslons of 
'the treaty, is a provision providing for a 
termination of the state of war and estab
lishment of peace upon exchange of ratifi
cation documents. The following is a list 
of the maj or provisions: 

"*Withdrawal of all Israeli military 
forces and civilians from the Sinai peninsula 
in agreed phases within three years. Israel 
'Will evacuate about half the Sinai in an 
interim withdrawal within nine months. 

*Uni ted Nations forces are to patrol the 
buffer zones between Egyptian and Israeli 
forces as the withdrawal takes place. Egyp
tian military forces in the Sinai and Israeli 
forces on the Sinai border are to be limited. 

*Normal economic and cultural relations 
are to be established, the Egyptian economic 
boycott ended and borders opened to the move
:nent of people upon completion of the interim 
withdrawal. 

*Ambassadors are to be exchanged within 
one month after Israel's interim withdrawal. 

*Israeli ships and cargoes will be 
granted the right of passage through the Suez 
Canal. The Strait of Tiran and Gulf of Aqaba 
will be considered international waterways. 

*At the request of both Egypt and Israel, 
the United States will continue aerial mon
itoring of the Sinai troop movements. 

*Israel. which is giving up Sinai oil 
fields it is now operating, will be able to 
bid for Ef'yptian oil on the same basis as 
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~ther bidders. (The United States, in an 
agreement not yet published, has pledged 
to make up any Israeli oil shortfall during 
the next 15 years.) 

*Negotiations on Palestinian self-rule 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip are to begin 
within one month after the treaty is ratified. 
Israel's negotiating partners are to be Egypt 
and, if it will take part, Jordan with local 
Palestinians to be included in the Arab dele
gations. 

*Egypt and Israel set the "goal" of 
completing the negotiations within one year 
so elections for a self-governing Palestinian 
authority can be held as expeditiously as 
possible after agreement. 

*The United States will participate fully 
in all stages of the West Bank-Gaza negotia
tions. " 

March 30, 1979 

We finally succeeded in adopting the 
Conference Report on the Recission Appro-
pria tions request legislation. This was the 
first step in making an attempt to balance 
the budget and after a couple skirmishes at 
reduc tions made in occupation grants for 
medical and dental schools and for nurse 
training, the President's request that $720 
million be recinded was approved almost in 
the amount requested. It appeared for days 
that the House would not accept the recissions 
and this, of course, was the first move to 
tes t the House to see if there would be any 
reductions in federal spending this year. 



The peace treaty between Israel and 
Egypt was finally signed with much ceremony 
and pomp. It now has been announced that 
before Prime Minister Begin would come from 
New York City to Washington last weekend for 
the signing ceremony, he demanded and received 
a secret letter of additional commitments 
from Pres ident Carter. This information 
apparently was not passed along to President 
Sadat and he is now very much up in arms 
over the contents of this secret memorandum. 
Begin demanded, threatened and through main 
force and awkwardness, drove a hard bargain. 
The treaty that was signed is only the .qtart 
in so far as settling the Middle East situ
ation. 

We are concluding the hearings on the 
Subcommittee on Labor-HEW within the next 
two weeks as far as the Departments are con
cerned and after the recess period in April, 
we will then begin day and night sessions 
for some 400 outside witnesses who want to 
testify about matters pertaining to Labor and 
Heal th, Education and welfare. 

April 2, 1979 

From time to time in my letters to 
my grandchildren, I try to teach them a 
little about the history of this country. 
In my weekly letter on March 30, I talked 
with them about the House of Representatives. 
Here is the letter: 

"For some 15 years now, certain Members 
in the House and in the Senate introduced 
legislation which, if enacted, would amend 
the Constitution to extend the term of office 
for Members of the House of Representatives 
from two to four years. 

Last week, Senator Bennett Johnston of 
Louisiana introduced a bill which would 



provide for a four-year term. In introduc
ing his bill, he made a statement setting 
forth the reasons why his legislation should 
be adopted. He pointed out that the present 
two-year term was a compromise reached by the 
advocates of a one-year term and advocates 
of a three-year tenn who met at the Federal 
Convention in 1787. The one year advocates, 
according to Senator Johnston, said that such 
a term would prevent a Member from becoming 
too independent from his constituents. He 
goes on to say that finally a compromise 
was reached and a two-year term was agreed 
upon. Neither this Senator., nor anyone else 
who introduces such legislation explains that 
if the House term was extended to four years 
the House would in substance, run as a team 
with the Presidential candidates. In addition 
he failed to say that those who prepared the 
Constitution decided that in addition to the 
two-year term for a Member of the House of 
Representatives, no Governor could appoint a 
Member to the House of Representatives. When 
a Member of the House dies, a special electioL 
must be called and the people elect the new 
Congressman for either the unexpired term or 
the full term of two years. 

The Constitution, in the beginning, pro
vided that United States Senators would be 
elected by the legislature or the governing 
body of the states. This is how the United 
States Senators were elected until the year 
1913 when the 17th Amendment was adopted 
which provided that United States Senators 
must be elected by the people of the states 
instead of the legislatures, Those who pre
pared the Constitution know that the House of 
Representatives was the people I s body and they 
provided that all appropriation bills must 
originate in the House and all tax bills must 
originate in the House. This simply was a 
method of controlling the House so that the 
people at the end of each two years, could 



take (Jut all of the Members of the House of 
Representativaes and thereby take back control 
of the government. The six-year term for 
Uni ted States Senators was not of great 
conce:rn by those who prepared our Constitution 
and as you know, when a United States Senator 
dies, we do not have to have a special election 
and tbe Governor of the State can name himself 
or anyone he pleases to fill the unexpired 
term or the portion of the term until the 
next election takes place. 

The reasoning and the procedure followed I 

by those who prepared our Constitution should 
prevai.l and under no circumstances should the 
term of the House of Representatives be extend
ed beyond two years. The people should have 
the right to take back the government as soon 
as possible and with the President's term four 
years and the United States Senator's terms 
six years, too much time would pass as far as 
our people are concerned. 

Sever al years ago, a Pe tit ion was circu
lated and some 200 House Members signed the 
Petition calling for a Constitutional Amend
ment setting the House term at four years. 
Those who signed the Petition maintained that I 

running every two years was too much and 
placed the Members in a position where consid
erable money would have to be spent and they 
would "be running for election at all times. 
As soon as one election was over, they would 
start :running for the next term. 

I am for a two-year term and do not believe 
that UDder any circumstances should the Con
stitution be amended taking the right away 
from the people to take back the Government 
as quickly as possible by contro11ing at a11 
times the House of Representatives. 

I hope this letter finds you well and 
happy, and with lots of love, I am Your 
Granclfather, " 
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We have had our fir s t maj or disaster 
wi th a nuclear reactor. This reactor is 
located near Middletown, Pennsylvania and 
thousands of people are involved. Monitoring 
radiation levels is now taking place after 
a leak developed in the reactor and thousands 
of people may have to be moved out of their 
homes. The Metropolitan Edison Company oper
ates the plant and this disaster comes at a 
time when scientists in and out of government 
are debating the long-term health effects of 
lower level radiation. Last night Pennsylvania! 
Governor, Richard Thornbourgh, dec ided not to 
order evacuation of the estimated 165,000 
people in a 10 mile radius of the Three Mile 
Is land Nuclear Power Plant near the state 
capitol which is Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 
This took place even though there were dangers 
of a gas explosion or a melt-down of the 
atomic core. 

Committees on the House and Senate are 
.holding energy hearings and the day has 
finally arrived in the atomic age when we 
are faced with a disaster which could affect 
hundreds of thousands of people. 

April 3 I 1979 

Sunday night on "60 Minutes" U. S. Dis
tric t Judge John J. Sirica was interviewed 
about his book entitled, "'To Set The Record 
Strai.ght." Judge Sirica is a good Judge 
and he was the presiding Judge a t all of the 
criminal proceedings in the Watergate Case. 
When asked the question as to whe.ther or 
not he would be accused of trying to make 
money out of the Watergate affair, the Judge 
said tbat he had the right to write this 
book and that the proceeds would nelp his 
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family. He went on to say that the defen
dents in the Watergate case had nearly all 
written books and that there was no reason 
why he should be prevented from writing a 
book. 

In the interview on "60 Minutes" the 
Judge went on to say that if President Nixon 
had been tried and convicted, he would have 
imposed a prison sentence on him. There was 
no question about Nixon's participation in 
the cover-up and anyone who heard the tapes 
would understand immediately that Nixon was 
in on Watergate from the very beginning as 
far as the cover-up is concerned. The Judge 
said that at one time, he believed President 
Nixon's pardon was probably best from the 
standpoint of our country but later concluded 
that it would have been preferable to let 
the judicial process run its course. Without 
:indicating whether Nixon could have been 
convicted or acquitted Judge Sirica said that 
~he American people would have been better 
:satisfied if Nixon had been tried. 

I like Judge Sirica and after listening 
t:o "60 Minutes" I am sorry that he decided 
t:o write his book. 

Otto E. Passman was aquitted of all 
charges in his trial in Monroe, Louisiana. 
~1hen Park testified before the jury that in 
the beginning he had said that no money was 
given to Otto Passman, he had simply lied 
to keep from embarrassing Passman, he then said 
to the Jury that he had given Passman over 
$200, 000. Passman's lawyer, an outstanding 
Louisiana attorney, then said to Park that 
if you lied in the beginning what is to keep 
the jury from believing that you are now 
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lying. This is the major point used by 
Passman's lawyer in his closing argument and 
apparently it was just enough to liring aliout 
a verd ic t of acquittal in about 90 minutes. 
Passman jumped up and hugged Ills lawyer and 
tried to hug the judge and jury, but he was 
restrained by his attorney. Passman is indeed 
a lucky man. 

According to reports this morning, word 
from Middletown, Pennsylvania is to the effect 

-that we may survive the Nation' 5 most crucial 
nuclear crisis. Officials now say that the 
atomic plant bulible is shrinking and the risk 
of terrific contamination is slowly disap
pearing. Before its over, the three-mile 
Island Nuclear Plant may be so badly contam
inated with radioactivity that it may never 
reopen to generate electricity, thereby 
creating a billion dollar mausoleum. 

April 4, 1979 

Former Pakistani Prime Minister Bhutto wa. 
Jlanged before dawn this morning at the jail 
~rhere he had been confied for many months. The 
:Jupreme Court of Pakistan refused to set aside 
1he sentence of death 2nd Bhutto who was 51 
Jlears of age along with four others, was given 
<he death sentence following a conspiracy to 
"ill a political foe. A number of countries 
around the world, including our country urged 
Fakistan to set aside the death sentence and 
r,Jt take this man' slife. It appeared for sev
eral weeks that this would take place but sud
eenly early this morning he was hanged. Bhutto 
'l'as overthrown by the military almost two years 
SID following charges of election irregularities. 
Fle served as Prime Minister from H71 to 1977 
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and had considerable following in his country. 
This man was well known in this country and 
was considered one of the most brillant men 
in Pakistan. When you consider what has 
happened in Iran you get a better understand
ing of some of the actions of other countries. 

We finally increased the debt ceiling on 
Monday of this week to $830 billion. The 
Republican Party insisted on a roll call vote 
on the previous question on the Rule so that 
an amendment providing for a balanced budget 
before any increase could take place would 
prevail. On a straight party line vote with 
a few Democrats joining the Republicans, the 
Republican's maneuver failed. When you spend 
money on old debts, you should pay your debts 
and the Republicans in the House know this. 
This was strictly a political move which 
should have corne on the first appropriations 
bill and not on the debt ceiling legislation. 

April 6, 1979 

Each year we have a tobacco fight. 
Yesterday when the Internaional Affairs 
Committee had its authorization bill under 
t:he five minute Rule, Peter Peyser a Repre
sentative from New York City offered an 
.Amendment which provided that no funds should 
'be used to ship tobacco abroad under the Food 
for Peace Program. This is the same man who 
served with us for about six years as a Re

lI:lUblican and then he ran for the United States 
:Senate on the Republican ticket and was over
r.,rhelrningly defeated. He was out of Congress 
:for about four years and then he changed 'tis 
lparty affiliation and ran for the House as a 
lDemocrat. He is a Jew and he ran in a Dis-
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tric t that is overwhelmingly Jewish. Believe 
it or not, he won, and is now back with us 
on the Democratic side. When he was a 
Republican in the House, he offered just about 
the same Amendment three or four times and 
we beat him right bad. Yesterday when he 
offered his Amendment, I was presiding over 
my Committee here in the Rayburn Building and 
they called me all out of breath urging that 
I come to the Floor to answer this man. I 
sailed over and here' s what I said: 

"MR. CHAIRMAN, I move to strike the 
appropriate number of words. MR. CHAIRMAN, I 
do not intend to use my 5 minutes, but I would 
like to call to the attention of the Members 
of the Committee that this is a right serious 
matter for 16 States of our 50 States. We 
produce tobacco in 16 States, Mr. Chairman 
and this is a $10 billion industry. That 
llIeans a whole lot to a group of small family 
farmers, and it is of great importance to my 
people. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, we have 50 States. No 
tobacco is produced in New York State, and 
my good friend--and he is my friend--the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. Peyser) knows 
that, Mr. Chairman, on two different occa
sions we have had before this House, the 
emergency loan guarantee legislation pertain
ing to New York City. A good political vote 
in the State of Kentucky would have been a 
vote against it, Mr. Chairman. I not only 
voted to help New York City on two occasions, 
but as the chairman well knows, I presided 
the last time we had that legislation up, 
and my friends in the State of New York will 
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tell you, that I went to the door back here, 
as they came in, I said to them, "What con
cerns New York City concerns my home State 
of Kentucky." 

MR. CHAIRMAN, that is the kind of country 
we live in, and this is the way it should be. 
Ask these people from New York here in the 
Chamber today. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, this is a serious amend
ment. It means a lot to us. The tobacco 
program is a controlled program. We have an 
acreage poundage system whereby it is con
trolled. In the State of Kentucky my people 
believe that if tobacco is harmful to the 
heal th of our people, we want to do something 
about it, and we are trying to do something 
about it. 

In the food-for-peace program, my good 
friend, the distinguished chairman of this 
committee, the gentleman from Wisconsin 
(Mr. Zablocki) will tell you that this should 
not be in his bill. 

This amendment should be defeated. 

It should not be any part of his bill. 
}1R. CHAIRMAN, we should not do the chairman 
<Jf this committee that way. 

The gentleman from New York ( NI. Peyser) 
is my friend, and I say that to the gentleman. 
'This is no place for an amendment like this 
and when another bill comes before this House, 
rtr. Chairman, to help the city of New York 
and to help my friend, Ed Koch, I am going 
I>ack to this door and ask the people to help 
our friends in New York. 



I say to the 
(Nr. Peyser) that 
we Ii ve in." 

f New V,.....,...l ... gentleman rOID' .. -~~., 

this is the kind of country 

On a. voice vote he lost and on a division 
vote he only received his vote and two others. 
S~n:e. he did not have twenty standing on the 
d~v:Ls:Lon vote, he decided not to ask for a 
roll call vote. 

April 7, 1979 

The President, on Thursday night, deliv
ered a very impassioned speech on the energy 
crisis and in his speech he called upon the 
reople: in this country to demand th.;tt Congress 
:Lmmed:Lately pass tax legislation 'i/h1.ch would 
control windfall profits which wilL be made 
by the large oil companies when hiS decontr,?l 
s:(stem starts. Beginning in June, the Presl.dett 
wl.ll, as authorized under the law, start a 
decontrol system on oil which. would place the 
present companies in this country in a position 
of being more competitive with the OPEC Nations 
who now have us over a barrel to the tune of 
$50 billion a year. 

Decontrol steps start on June 1 and will 
continue until it reaches world levels that 
will bring about a $6 increase in the price of 
domes tic oil per barrel by September, 1981. 
According to the President the total impact 
on the consumer will be an' increase in the 
price of gasoline of some 4¢ to 5¢ per gallon. 
According to information we have here on the 
Hill, the price will go up by at least lO¢ 
and probably higher. 

The President seems to have gained few 
all~es in his new move to form an energy 
p,?lLcy bas,:,d on his decontrol program. The 
01.1. camp an:;-€ s immediately issued statements . 
tha., the wl.ndfall profit tax part of the Presl.
dent s proposal would completely destroy 
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the decontrol program which could produce more 
oil in this country. I presume now that· for 
the next several months we will receive letters 
from stockholders and all of the large oil 
companies demanding that we vote against any 
windfall tax legislation. 

In calling upon the people to demand 
that Congress vote the windfall tax, the 
President indicated that he does not hesi
tate to take on the Congress and this speech, 
along with several others recently, clearly 
shOWS that in his race for re-election next 
year, the President may make an all out fight 
against the Congress. One example is the 
sl?eech that Mrs. Carter delivered in Detroit 
about two weeks ago to a big democratic dinner 
attended by Over 2,000 people. In her preli
minary remarks which were not printed, she 
told several cute stories and was very affable 
and friendly. Then she proceeded to read a 
prepared speech, which of course was wri tten 
by· one of the President's speech wri ters, and 
in the speech, she lambasted Congress several 
times stating that Congress had failed to co
operate with. the President. All of the Demo
cratic Members from the State in the House and 
the Senate were at the head taole and she re
fused· to even recognize them by name or to 
make any indication that they were present at 
the dinner. As a general rule, she would have 
started out by at least mentioning the fact 
that the ·House and Senate Members were in 
attendance and could even have gone so far as 
to have called them by name. She made no move 
along this line and when she finished, the 
applause from the DemocratiC Members in the 
House from Michigan and the applause from the 
Senators was anything but resounding. 

The Republicans picked up another House 
seat in Tuesday's special election in Wis consin. 
This was Bill Steiger's seat and the outcome 
should not have surprif'led anyone because a 
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Republican has represented this District 
ever since I have been a Member. In Cali
fornia, a real upset took place when a man 
by the name of Royer, a Republican, defeated 
Holsinger, the Administrative Assistant of 
Leo Ryan, a Democrat who was assassinated in 
Guyana. The California race is one that may 
carry real significance from the standpoint 
of unrest in this country over the Democrat's 
fail ur e to bring a bou t a hal t to infl a tion 
which is rampant. 

April 24, 1979 

During the 13 day Easter Recess period 
I was in Kentucky. r traveled to a number 
of my counties and made speeches in Owensboro, 
Bowling Green, Elizabethtown and Bardstown. 
There was about one thousand people at these 
meetings and I had a good recess period. 

Apparently the President's vacation in 
Georgia during the recess period made him 
more positive that he must direct his attack 
on the Congress in regard to the oil crisis. 
In a speech to the National Academy of Sciences 
yesterday, the President accused his opponents 
who are mainly in the Congress, of seeking 
to perpetuate a charade on the American people 
by enacting a measure that would kick-back 
billions of dollars in unearned profits to the 
Dil companies. 

My friend, Carl Albert is now back in 
Bug Tussle, Oklahoma. From time to time 
h.e writes to me ana I know that he must miss 
serving in the Congress. In yesterday's 
washington Star appeared an article entitled, 
"Carl Albert's Name Still A Big One in Bug 
Tussle." Tbis article is as follows: 
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"Every morning Carl Albert drives 
down Carl Albert Parkway, past the Carl Albert 
statue in front of the federal building, and 
enters the office in downtown McAlester pro
vided to him by law as a former speaker of the 
House. 

After six turbulent and not entirely 
happy years in the nation's third-highest 
elective office, the former speaker is back 
in a place where people know how to treat a 
b.ometown boy who made good. 

If he wants to indulge in nostalgia he 
can visit the monument that marks his birth
place on the west side of town. If he has 
!flore time, he can drive out to Carl Albert 
Lake. 

At a time when many members retire from 
positions of influence in Washington only to 
find themselves strangers back home, Albert's 
friends in Oklahoma are busy converting their 
nan into a sort of local Lincoln. 

The Carl Albert Memorial Commission, 
?remature in title if not in function, is 

-:!laking plans to restore the tiny schoolhouse 
he attended in Bug Tussle, a few miles outside 
of McAlester. The cOIIDllission owns the unused 
school house and several acres around it--

--nost of what there is of Bug Tussle. 

Eventually members of the commission want 
to build an annex to the public library in 
~cAles ter, furnished with Albert's belongings 
:rom his House office and stocked with movies 

,and tapes about his carrer. "Kids could come 
:n and dial a movie on his early life," says 

,me commission member. 
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Those working on the various Albert pro
j ects believe they have a natural story to 
t ell--a boy who grew up in rural poverty, an 
o:ratorical champion, a Rhodes scholar and 
a congres s ional leader. 

There isn't any money in this; much of 
the money for the proj ect so far has come from 
the commission members themselves, most of whom 
are wealthy. They simply want to promote 
their old friend while he's still around, even 
a t the risk of embarrassing him a trifle now 
and then. 

"He's one of the folks that made Oklahoma 
famous," said Julian Rothbaum, the Tulsa oil 
man who has chaired the Carl Albert Commission, 
"but he doesn't tell anybody. He could abso
lutely fade into those hills around McAlester." 

Albert who is not boastful but 
ly lacking in vanity, seems quietly 
most of the efforts in his behalf. 
a while he protests. 

not entire
pleased by 
Once in 

"Sometimes I feel I'm a little bit abrupt 
with people when they want to do things for 
me," he says. "It's a little like eating too 
much chocolate. But I feel sorry about saying 
no to any of them." 

The former Speaker didn't do the legend
making process any harm by moving back recently, 
to Bug Tussle, to the actual land his father 
farmed with limited success in the years 
before World War 1. 

Albert's rise to power from a hamlet in 
the eastern Oklahoma hills was unusual. His 
decision to retire to it may be even more 
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unusual. But after six years as speaker, he 
was ready for Bug Tussle. 

"I was tired when I left," Albert says. 
n I had hoped to have a more placid time as 
speaker. I did what I wanted to do, but I 
didn't want to do it beyond the point of 
physical endurance." 

Albert left the House in 1976 at age 68. 
It was the earliest retirement by any speaker 
in modern times. Albert was younger when he 
left than his predecessor, John W. McCormack 
of Mas sachusetts, was when he won the job. 

As speaker, Albert never fully silenced 
questions about his leadership and decision
making qualities. Critics saw him as a suc
cessful majority whip promoted beyond his 
talents, excellent at counting heads but poor 
at cracking them. 

The ex-speaker' s defenders point to the 
extraordinary number of changes and decisive 
events Albert presided over and encouraged. 
During his three terms, many previously closed 
House committee meetings were opened to the 
public, the seniority system was dented, a 
president resigned and two vice presidents 
were confirmed--all rather smoothly. 

Albert's friends think he deserves some 
of the credit for those things, though he has 
never received much. 

"I certainly wasn't a tough speaker," 
he says. "But I don't know who was in recent 
times. I think Cannon was the last really 
tough speaker." 
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Criticized in 1973 for moving slowly on 
the Nixon impeachment process, Albert thinks 
time has proven his conduct right. 

"Some of the Democrats in the House 
wanted me to steal the presidency from the 
Republicans," says Albert. "I could have 
named a select connnittee of really rough people 
and they could have pushed Nixon around. But 
we did it the right way. Pete Rodino and I 
worked it out, and nobody else had a damn 
thing to do with it." 

Albert can also claim much of the credit 
for the rise of his successor, Thomas 0 'Neill. 
He dictated the choice of O'Neill as majority 
whip in 1971, over rival candidates Dan Ros
tenkowski of Illinois and Hugh Carey of New 
York. 

"Tip's more aggressive than I am when 
le I s for something," Albert says in assessing 
his own choice. "I doubt if he knows the 
cuI es as well as I did. He certainly didn I t 
know them when I was there. We put him in 
the chair and he I d get confused. - But I think 
he's been a good speaker." 

Albert I s last term was his most unplea
sant. Stories of heavy drinking spread after 
an embarrassing late-night incident in a 

l;ashington bar. 

"I served 30 years," Albert says, "and 
1 never walked into the floor of the House 

J.aving had a single drink. John Garner used 
10 drink all day while he was speaker. Sam 
:Fayburn drank every night. I don't think I 
... as fairly treated by the press on that." 
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None of that makes much difference in 
Bug Tussle, where people seemed proud to have 
produced a speaker of the House, and glad to 
have him horne. 

Al bert spends his time preparing speeches, 
helping a University of Oklahoma professor 
wri te a book of the speakership, and thinking 
about a book of his own. 

The former speaker considered opening a 
law office in his hometown, then decided that 
might be seen as an attempt to trade on his 
infi. uence. 

"I haven't got the guts to go out and 
lobby for some interest that kept me in Congress 
all those years. People that are new on 
comroi t tees, who were really mediocre, are 
making a lot of money practicing law. I can't 
do it. Even if I tried to open up a little 
law practice here, people would feel I was 
lobbying. " 

April 25, 1979 

I have had all kinds of stories written 
about me since I have been a Member of Con
gress. Some I agree with and some I do not. 

I spoke in Owensboro last week and the 
next day an editorial appeared in the Mes
senger and Inquirer entitled, "Honoring Bill 
Natcher." This editorial is as follows: 

"The Daviess County Education 
~ssociation sponsored an appreciation dinner 
ruesday night for William H. Natcher, congress
nan from Kentucky's 2nd District. We are 
glad Bill Natcher is being honored for his 
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support of quality education in this country. 
We would also like to see him recognized for 
work of broader concern to his constituency 
than his interest in education. 

Chief among those recent accomplishments 
is his work as chairman of the House Appro
pria tions Subcommittee on Labor and HEW. 
Natclter steered a comprehensive recission 
bill through that committee, thus being 
credited with a major assist in cutting fed
eral spending. 

(Because a president is required by law 
to spend the money Congress appropriates 
each year, he must obtain permission from 
Congress if he wants to spend less than the 
budgeted amount. Congress grants that per
missi.on in the form of a "recission bill" 
taking official action to "rescind" or take 
back the budgeted money.) 

As chairman of the appropriations sub
commi ttee which reviews a major portion of 
the total federal budget, Natcher is in a 
key p()sition to continue that restraint in 
next ::rear I s budget. For the last seven years 
that subconnni ttee--and the House--have ' 
recoTIJ[]ended more money than the president 
reque=sted. The result; seven straight vetoes 
a record for any appropriations bill. 

~atcher does not want to extend that 
record to eight years and has committed him
self to bringing the budget in as close as 
possible to the funding level reconnnended in 
the president's budget. In his speech to 
the educators on Tuesday, Natcher said the 
president can have a balanced budget in 1980. 
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If he does, it will be because people like 
Natcher held the line in the trenches against 
unrestrained spending. 

We do not, however, find ourselves in 
agreement with our friend's views on the 
proposed department of education. Natcher, 
no doubt from his perspective as manager of 
the massive and complex HEW budget and because 
of his interest in education, favors estab
lishing a separate cabinet-level department 
of education. 

We recognize the problem of the unwieldy 
HEW budget. It may be true that the hier
archical structure of the Office of Education 
needs reorganization. None of that, however, 
justifies the elevation of education to a 
cabinet-level position. 

If the president is serious about re
organization, it can take place without 
establishing a separate department of edu
cation. Reorganization and the claimed 
reduction in employment--a claim which usually 
fails to materialize--can be made within the 
present structure. 

More importantly, education's present 
position in HEW forces a health competition 
~f interests at the budgetary level which 
>'ould be in danger of being lost in an 
2utonomous department of education. 

The elevation of the power of national 
~ducational interests in a separate depart
Dentisanot-so-subtle shift in the balance 
letween national and local control of edu
reation. Education has historically--and 
lCorrectly--been viewed as primarily a local 
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and state concern. It ought to stay that way. 
And a new department of education will make 
t:hat unlikely. 

Natcher's star is clearly rising on 
Capitol Hill. His position on the subcom
mittee controlling appropriations for Labor 
and HEW is one sign. Getting Willard McGuire, 
vice president of the National Education 
Association to Daviess County to honor Natcher 
is another sign of Natcher's prestige and 
power. The power is proving to be a benefit 
in controlling federal spending. But it 
could also be a key to the future of a new 
department of education. We just hope that 
he changes his mind on the latter issue." 

April 27, 1979 

We are finishing up on our hearings on 
our Appropriations Bill for the Departments 
of Labor and Heal th, Education and Welfare. 
This week one of our witnesses was Ed Asner, 
the television star. He played the part of 
Lou Grant on the Mary Tyler Show for years. 
He now is on his own television show which 
pertains to the operation of a newspaper. 
He testified concerning the Neurological Insti
tute and additional funding. He has a son, 

:Matt that has experienced mental difficulty 
and he told us the story of his son and his 
son's best friend, a boy by the name.o~ Ad~m, 

1loth of whom have certain mental deilclenCleS. 
lIe is just as plain as an old shoe and every
one on my Subcommittee simply fell in love 
.. ith him. 

Infla tion has increased another 1. 9% and 
:is now up to about 10%. Over the last 12 
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months the Labor Department said price in
creases here in the City of Washington aver
aged 11..3% which is the steepest rise since 
1974. 

Social Security benefits will go up 9.9% 
in July to match increases in the cost of 
living. The increase in monthly benefits will 
go to 35 million people on the Social Security, 
old age and disability rolls. 

April 30, 1979 

The President is under close scrutiny 
these days. During the past few days, he 
has changed his hairstyle and right away on 
the front page of most of the newspapers up 
this way, there was a picture of the Presi
dent with his hair parted on the right side, 
as he has worn it for many years, and then 
a picture showing his hair parted on the left 
side. In fact, the change in his hairstyle 
makes him look a little younger. The media 
is right critical and anything to make a story 
is used these days. 

Inflation is now about 13% and is cer
tainly no better than it was months ago. The 
cost of food is going up almost every day 
and with our oil imports running about $49 bil
lion a year and our deficit in balance of pay
ments a little larger almost every month, the 
fight to hold down federal spending seems at 
times to be almost useles s. Our gross nat
ional product is growing at the rate of about 
2% and although there is growth, it is not 
enough to take up the slack. The energy 
crisis is still one of our major problems and 
the President's proposal for windfall profits 
tax against the big oil companies has met 
with strong resistance in the House and the 
Senate. The President will, on June 1, pro
ceed to deregulate the price of oil in this 
country which nltimately will bring the cost 



u.p tD the price that we are now paying for 
impoLts. We are over the barrel as far as 
the DPEC countries are concerned and a great 
many peop Ie in this country do not believe 
that just because the OPEC countries are 
s imply robbing us, that this justifies the 
deregulation of the price of oil in this 
count ry . The oi 1 companie s say if the oil 
is deregulated, more exploration will take 
place. The oil companies profits this past 
quarter were the highest in many years. 

Today in the House, we start on the 
Budget Resolution for Fiscal Year 1980. This 
is the First Budget Resolution and the one 
that must be adopted by May 15. The Budget 
COIrnlJ.i ttees in the House and the Senate agree 
as to the spending ceiling which will be 
incorporated in this Resolution totalling 
$532 billion. The Senate's Resolution accepts 
the President's deficit ceiling of $29 billion 
and the House has a Budget Resolution of 
$25 billion. This Budget Resolution will be 
strongly contested and may be defeated. 

On Friday, we completed our hearings on 
the Labor-Health, Education and Welfare Appro
priations bill and we will next have a pre
liminary meeting of the Subcommi ttee before 
we sit down to mark the bill. The fight will 
start when we begin the mark up and will 
continue until the bill is presented to the 
President for his signature. 

The Governor's race in Kentucky is gen
erating very 11 ttle interest. In fact, it 
appears that only 25% of the people will vote. 
The Governor's candidate, Terry McBrayer, in 
the beginning, was supposed to be the candi
date that all of the others would have to beat 
but it now appears that McBrayer, Stovall and 
Atkins are running neck and neck. Hubbard 
is last and Sloan and Brown are next in order. 
The Governor's candidate, of course, will 
have Most of the money and the media drive 



the last two weeks before the primary. which 
takes place the last Tuesday of this month, 
may be just enough to bring him in as the 
winner. In fact, Stovall may be just a little 
in the lead at this time and this is right 
surprising to most of the people. 

Time passes at a right fast clip. My 
oldest grandson, Jim White, is now a sophomore 
at Oberlin in Ohio and my second grandson, 
Jeff Jirles, has completed high school and 
has been accepted at Vanderbilt University. 
He will enter in September. 

Paul Jirles is nearly 6 feet tall and 
probably will be the largest one of my grand
children. Along with Jim and Jeff, he has 
established an excellent record in school 
and one that William Natcher Jirles and Peter 
Jirles can use as a guide. All five of the 
boys are doing fine and Celeste and Darwin 
seem to be enjoying life as much as possible 
with a family of five. 

Virginia Jane Murphy and Chris Murphy 
live in Mill Valley, California and both seem 
to be doing fine. I am continuing my collec
tion of beautiful plates and bone china bells 
for Virginia. Chris seems to be more lively 
than any of the boys and in fact, at times, 
is just a little bit too much along this line. 
He enj oys life about as much as anyone that 
I know. In the February issue of Fortune 
magazine, Mike Murphy was interviewed and this 
was a finnancial interview which was right 
complicated. He is brilliant and seems to 
be doing fine. Louise has written three books
one that was turned down, the second is now 
being revised and she has sold the third book. 
The third book is a book on childrens' gardens 
and was accepted immediately. 

For a great many years now, I have belie
ved that one Constitutional Amendment would 
oe in order. This is the one that would fix 
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a six-year tern for the President and no 
more. This week, President Carter at his 
town hall meeting in New Hampshire endorsed 
the proposal of a six-year term. Instead 
of the President having two terms, if he 
was elected only for one six-year term, it 
would save this country at least $5 million 
a year and would place every President in the 
posi tion of being able to turn aside all 
pressures and in the six years, either make 
or break his record as President. It would 
be very much for the best interests of our 
country and I am ready to vote for a six
year Constitutional Amendment. 

The races for next year are starting 
at this time with campaign contributions 
being solicited. An article appeared in 
the Wednesday, April 25 issue of the Courier
Journal entitled "Sen. Ford's nest egg for 
1980 campaign approaching $30,000". This 
article is as follows: 

"It is still 13 months before primary 
election day for Wendell Ford, but the Kentucky 
Democratic senator is already building an ample 
campaign nest egg for 1980. 

In the first three months of this year. 
Ford raised $21,598, boosting his reelection 
bankroll to $28,350 as of March 3l. 

Ford has already received $1,000 con
tributions fromH.G. Whittenberg, Jr., a 
Louisville construction-company owner; Orin 
Atkins, Ashland Oil board chairman; Harry 
LaViers, Jr., an Irvine coal- company owner; 
and Joe Stacy, a It/est Liberty banker. 

The contributions for Ford's re-election 
drive are coming in the middle of the Kentucky 
governor's race, and at a time when no poten
tial opponents to Ford have surfaced. 



Mike Ruehling, Ford I s spokesmA.n 1 noted 
that it is less than 12 months until the 
candidate-filing deadline for his boss's 
Senate seat. 

'It is not as early as you think,' 
Ruehling said. 

Kentucky's other Democratic senator, 
Walter "Dee" Huddleston, began his fund
raising efforts more than a year before 
his re-election in 1978. 

The effect, according to Huddleston 
strategists, was to scare off opposition. 
Huddles ton ended up wi th easy primary and 
general-election victories. 

The first contributions to the 'Committee 
for Wendell Ford' came in back-to-back 
, appreciation parties' for the senator Oct. 18 
and 19 at the Harmony Landing Country Club in 
Oldham County and at a Louisville residence. 

Donations at the two events produced 
the first $8,652 of Ford IS 1980 campaign funds. 

But a bigger push started after the first, 
of the year, according to the latest campaign 
spending reports filed With the Federal Elec
tion Conunission in Washington. 

In addition to the $1,000 contributions 
Ford has received $500 donations from the ' 
following individuals: 

Orlando F. Bravo, a Glasgow physician 
from the Philippines whose visa was extended 
with Ford's help; Brownell Combs II, a Lex
ington horse breeder; She lby McCalltun, a Ben
ton radio broadcaster and former state repre
sentative; Thomas L. Preston, owner of a 
LeXington public-relations £i= and fonner 
press secretary to Ford; Cawood Smith, a 
:':{ar..lan lawyer; Frederick L. Van Lennep, a 



Lexington hor!'leman; and Carlton Weaver. an 
Ashland Oil executive. 

Other early Ford contributors included 
Albert Clay, a Mount Sterling tobacco ware
h(Juse owner, $250; and Charles Pryor, Jr., a 
Sturgis banker and former top official in 
state government when Ford was governor, $200. 

Ford s aid yesterday that he doesn I t plan 
any major fund-raising events this year until 
after the governor IS election in November. 

However, he indicated he might seek 
campaign funds through mail solicitations. 

Other campaign spending reports for 
Kentuckians on file in Washington showed: 

Freshman Rep. Larry Hopkins, R-6th Dis
trict, elected only in November, has already 
formed a Hopkins for Congress-1980 committee 
for his re-election bid. 

His original committee showed a balance 
of $4,265.44 as of March 31. The Lexington 
Republican spent $281,787.84 to defeat Demo
cratic state Sen. Tom Easterly of Frankfort 
for the seat once held by Democrat John Breck
inridge. 

Steve Driesler, Hopkins I administrative 
assistant, said the balance form the old cam
paign fund-raising committee will be trans
ferred to the 1980 committee. 

Driesler said Hopkins expects to hold 
a fund-raising event on Capitol Hill next 
manth. 

Rep. Carroll Hubbard, D-lst District, a 
camdidate for the Democratic gubernatorial 
nCirnination, filed a form with the FEe showing 
that he hadn I t raised or spent $5, 000 since 
t1--re firRt of the year from his congressional 



campaign-spending committee. Any change under 
$5, 000 doesn't have to be reported in a non
congressional election year. 

As of Dec. 31, the commi ttee showed a 
balance of $58,193.71. However, Hubbard 
can't legally spend that money, collected 
for the re-election to Congress, on his race 
for governor. 

Another congressional connnittee has filed 
with the FEe, called First District Taxpayers 
for a Full Time Congressman. 

However, the committee reported no funds 
raised or spent in the first three months of 
this year. 

The new cornmi ttee 's treasurer is N. A. 
Burnette, whose son, state Rep. Butch Burnette, 
is a top adviser to state Auditor George 
Atkins, a foe of Hubbard in the Democratic 
gubernatorial primary. 

The form filed with the FEe showed that 
the committee's candidate for Hubbard's seat 
is 'undesignated at this time. ' 

Huddleston has maintained his campaign 
re-election committee with '198 l,' typed on 
the FEe form where the year of election is 
asked. 

The Elizabethtown Democrat has $21,629 in 
his campaign coffers, apparently a surplus 
from last year's campaign. 

Huddleston spent about $430,000 in 1978 
in getting elected to a second six-year term. 

Rep. Gene Snyder, R-4th District, has 
about an $84, 000 surp Ius in his campaign 
kitty after easily winning reelection in 
November. Snyder filed a form for the first 
three months of this year, showing he hasn't 
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spent or raised more than $5, 000 in that 
period. 

Rep. Romano Mazzoli, D-3rd District, 
reported nearly $8, 000 in campaign funds left 
over from last year. Rep. Tim Lee Carter, 
R- 5th Dis trict, reported about $2, 000. 

Rep. Carl Perkins, D-7th District, ter
minated his connnittee in November after 
spending only $3,712 in an easy race. 

And Rep. William Natcher, D-2nd District, 
who had no opposition in 1978, didn't spend 
a penny. Whether he has opposition or not, 
he never accepts donations." 

Senator Herman E. Talmadge, Democrat 
0:1; Georgia is now under trial Defore tne 
Senate Ethics Committee on charges of mis .. 
conduC t. The charges pertain. rn.ain~ to suB
mission of false Senate expense vouchers and 
converting campaign contributions to his own 
use through a secret bank account. My guess 
is that this man is guilty of all charges 
and will be found guilty by the Ethics Com
mittee. If so, the Committee will recommend 
censure. Since I have been a Member of 
Congress, Senator McCarthy of Wisconsin and 
Senator Dodd of Connecticut have been censured. 

We have now before the House, the First 
Budget Resolution for Fiscal Year 1980. The 
Speaker asked me to preside and it now appears 
that I will be in the Chair at least four days. 
This Bill is right controversial and some 50 
to 70 amendments will be offered before we 
complete the Bill. Some of the controversial 
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amendments pertain to a reduction in defense 
appropriations, a balanced budget amendment 
and a series of amendments that would take 
the reductions in defense over into the Labor
HEW Appropriations Bill. 

Before we finish the Labor-HEW Appropri
ations Bill, we will have to wrestle again 
wi th the Hyde Amendmen t on abortion. In 
speaking of birthrate control, in a series of 
unusual strick directives, Connnunist China 
has announced new bonuses for couples with no 
more than one child and income cuts, housing 
and promotion restrictions for families that 
grow beyond two children. 

May 3, 1979 

Several months ago two Courier-Journal 
reporters were arrested in Louisville and 
charged with violation of the right of 
privacy of a Louisville businessman. Appar
ently, this man had been under investigation 
by the police department and tM two reporters 
persisted in following this man, demanding 
Cha t he answer ques tions and taking his 
picture, hoping, to get a crazy one that they 
so carefully try to take at times. This is 
one example of yellow journalism that has 
persisted throughout this country at times. 
The recent decision of the Supreme Court 
concerning intention and determining just 
"What the reporter had in mind when the story 
"Was written' has, of course, set some of the 
newspapers back on their heels. Public 
figures can now sue for libel if the state
lIlent is libelous and succeed with the suit 
by way of recovery, unless they can estab-
lish that mal ice was involved. This, of 
course, cannot be established and public 
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officials are open to attack at any time. 
The press for ten years now has been hiding 
behind the First Amendment in many instances, 
but some newspapers and parts of the media 
have operated in a fair manner and certainly 
they deserve the gratitude of the people in 
this country. 

One public figure who has been consider· 
ably ab"L'.sed in the last five years, is the 
movie actor, Frank Sinatra and in this morn
ing's mail, I received a letter from him 
concerning this matter. This letter is as 
follows: 

"Dear Congressman: 

I am enclosin/? for your consideration 
a reprint of 'The Power of the Press: A 
Problem for Our Democracy" written by 
Max M. Kampelman. The original article 
appeared in the Fall is sue of "POLICY 
REVIEW" . 

I have never met nor do not know Mr. 
Kampelman, so this is not one old friend' l 
calling attention to the work of another 
old friend. 

On the other hand, I have met and con
fronted the unlimited Power of the Press. 
It frightens me as a husband and a 
parent who is concerned for the well
being and future of his family. And 
it certainly frightens me as a member of 
the Republic which it threatens. 

When the Founders of our government 
wrote our Constitution, they were very 
careful to institute at the highest level 
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three separate branches of government. 
Each of these branches - the Executive, 
the Legislative, and the Judicial. -
serves to check and balance the others. 
Nowhere in our Constitution does it 
assign the Press the office of the 
Fourth Branch of government. However, 
the Press has assumed that. 

As a result of not being subject to 
checks and balances, the Press operates 
with an irresponsibility that is almost 
beyond comprehension. And when I refer 
to the Press, I include the written as 
well as the electronic Press. 

Finally, to the point of this letter. 
Because you have been subj ect to this 
irresponsibility in your personal life 
and in the office you hold, I am calling 
this article to your attention, and to 
the attention of other opinion leaders 
and government officials. I do so not 
to educate you, for I am certain you 
know all of the truths that are in it. 
Rather, I send it to you a s a reminder 
in the belief that once reminded, you 
will add to your hopes, aspirations and 
high office the goal of reining in the 
runaway Press. And making it responsible 
to the truths it allegedly serves. 

I beg you to lend your moral persuasion 
as an outstanding Leader and the pres
tige of your high office to the crusade 
of reminding the Press that there is 
more to the Constitution of this great 
nation than the First Amendment it so 
frequently hides behind. 
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If you do this, I will enlist in your 
Army any 01' day." 

Respectfully, 

Frank Sinatra 

May 4, 1979 

Mary Thatcher, the Conservative Party's 
crusader against socialism will become the 
first woman Prime Minister in Britain and in 
Europe following a comfortable conservative 
victory in Thursday's British election. The 
conservatives won 249 seats to 237 seats for 
the Labor Party. Overall the conservatives 
were winning nearly 43% of the vote. We now 
have a Queen of England and a lady as Prime 
Minister. 

We are still on the House Concurrent 
Budget Resolution and I have been in the 
Chair in the House since Monday. We hoped to 
finish last night, but there's still too 
many amendments and we will start again on 
this Resolution in the House on Monday. 

Abraham Ribicoff, Democrat of Connecticut 
who served in the House for a number of years 
and served at one time as Secretary of HEW 
and later elected to the Senate, in a surprise 
move yesterday, announced that he will not 
seek election to a fourth term next year. 
He has had about 40 years now in public ser
vice and has established a good record. 

May 9, 1979 

We are still on the Budget Resolution 
in the House for Fiscal Year 1980. I am 
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presiding over general debate on this Bill 
and yes terday was the sixth day. We go back 
in again today at 1: 00 and it is certain 
that we will not be able to finish today. 
The deficit ceiling and the spending ceiling 
mus t be set in this First Budget Resolution 
before we can move on with the appropriations 
bills. 

The President apparently has again 
changed his mind. He has modified consider
ably his request for deregulation of oil and 
for a tax against windfall profits. There is 
considerable opposition in both the House and 
the Senate to the President's originial pro
posal and to the proposal that he now sub
mits. 

Inflation is now over 10% and Secretary 
of the Treasury, Blumenthal conceded yes
terday that the Administration "screwed up" 
in forecasting a 7.4% inflation rate for 
1979. He now predicts that prices will rise 
at least 8.5% this year and possibly higher. 

In between his trips abroad. the Presi
dent is traveling into a number of the states 
to politic for his campaign for reelection 
next year. This weekend he was in the State 
of Iowa and the State of California. His 
reception was not too good in either State. 

May la, 1979 

The United States and the Soviet Union 
finally reached a basic agreement on the 
SALT II pact to restrain the nuclear arms 
race. President Carter and Soviet President 
Brezhnev are expected to sign the new stra
tegiC arms limitation treaty at a sUrnIJ1it 
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meeting in Europe next month. This treaty 
will be in trouble when it reaches the United 
States Senate. I believe that after con
siderable debate, it will be approved because 
any kind of an arms limitation is better than 
none. 

Each side under this proposed treaty 
would be limited to 2,400 launchers of 
strategic weapons, land-based missiles, sub
marine based missiles and bombers carrying 
cruise missiles. Each side under the treaty 
would be permitted an additional 120 stra
tegic weapons but only in the form of heavy 
bombers that carry an average of 28 cruise 
missiles each. The treaty goes on as to 
other strategic weapons and provides for 
detection methods to see if the treaty is 
being carried out by both sides. 

We are still on the Budget Resolution 
and I go back in the Chair today at 11 a.m. 
This is the eighth day. 

After we complete general debate on the 
Budget Resolution and have a final vote, we 
will then take up the President's stand by gas 
rationing plan. The Senate approved of this 
plan yesterday on a vote of 58 to 39. The 
President realizes that his proposal was in 
trouble and amended it twice before it was 
finally voted on in the Senate, ending up 
with a plan that would allocate rationing 
coupons among the states on the basis of 
their historical use of gasoline, rather than 
as first proposed, on the number of regis
tered cars in each state. This rationing 
proposal will be debated considerably more 
in the House than it was in the Senate. 

The Speaker is just jubilant over the 



success of televising the Budget Resolution 
which is the most controversial bill that we 
have had before the House this year. General 
debate in the House is being carried through
out the United States by cable television and 
it is also on the large satelite, which car
ries it around the world. Every hour or two 
the Speaker has come into the Chamber and is 
all smiles at the success that we are having 
in the House with this bill and has been very 
complimentary to me about the way I have 
handled general debate on the bill. 

May 11, 1979 

Since I have been a Member of Congress, 
I have served with five Speakers. Sam Ray
burn was not only the ablest Speaker that 
I served With, but was one of the able men 
of all times to have served in the House of 
Representatives. From tiIDe to time I would 
find fault with John McCormack but John 
McCormack was a good Speaker and my friend. 
Carl Albert, with all of his problems, was 
still smart enough to be Speaker but unfor
tunately had some problems about drinking and 
other matters which placed him in a position 
of being constantly criticized by the media. 
Joe Martin was just simply a nice little man 
without too much ability but nice and friendly 
to all of the Members. We all loved Joe Mar
tin because we knew him and understood him. 
Tip O'Neill is the typical Irish politician 
from the Boston Political Ward and as far as 
education and background are concerned, is 
not in the class with some of the others 
that I have served with. I like Tip 0' Neill 
and since he has been Speaker, has received 
good Press from the standpoint of being a 
strong Speaker. At times, he has been able 
to direct the House down certain roads cul
minating in successful passage of Adminis
tration bills. Yesterday, he failed miserably. 

We had before the House, after I got 
out of the C'lair on t'1e Budget Resolution, 



President Carter's standby g8solinp rat:iol1ing 
plan. Although we did not finish the Budget 
Resolution, the Speaker asked me to get back 
in the Chair and preside during the adoption 
of the Rule. The entire hour was consumed and 
there was a very heated discussion from both 
sides against the President' s plan. I could 
tell by sitting 'in the Chair presiding as 
Speaker that this bill was in trouble and 
I knew that it would take a whole lot more 
than just debate to pass the bill. The Rule 
was adopted and I got out of the Chair and 
John Murtha of Pennsylvania was placed in 
the Chair to preside over general debate on 
the bill. After some 2'ia hours of general 
debate with the rule providing for no amend
ments, we voted. Before the final vote was 
ordered, the Speaker went to the "well" and 
made a very impassioned speech urging every 
loyal Democrat and every man of courage on 
both sides of the aisle to vote for the adopt
ion of this plan. He became very emotional 
and said that there was so much criticism 
of the plan from some, but they did not offer 
a better plan. He went on to say that 40 
years ago while visiting his Congressman 
here in Washington, he sat in the House 
gallery and listened to general debate and 
the vote on the "Draft" legislation. He 
said, in a very loud tone of voice, that 
the men of courage understanding the position 
that our country was in voted for the "Draft" 
and he hoped that on the President' s rationing 
plan the same kind of courage would be utili
zed and that the Members would vote for the 
interests of our country and for the gasoline 
rationing plan. A roll call vote was demanded 
and on a roll call vote, the rationing plan 
was defeated 246 to 159. 159 voted for the 
rationing plan and 246 voted against it. The 
gasoline situation is serious but provisions 
in the plan whereby a family with 4 automo
biles would receive four times as much gas 
as the family with one automobile, and the 
rationing by st:at:e", clearly showed that some 



states have no particular reason to reCei,T€ 
a whole lot more gasoEne than others, were 
jus t a few of the parts of the bill that the 
Members obj ected to. Of course, we will have 
to have some sort of a gasoline rationing 
plan but it will have to be fair and equitable 
and further it must be enforceable. After 
the vote was over, the Speaker was very un
happy and on the front page of the newspapers 
here in Washington today is a picture of the 
Speaker, together with John Dingell, a Rep
resentative from Michigan who was in charge 
of the bill and both looked very unhappy. 
Some of the humorists in the House said that 
the Liberals misunderstood the Speaker's 
speech and thought that he was asking them 
to vote for the "Draft" which by the way is 
also being discussed now in the Armed Services 
Committee. Boys and girls throughout this 
country are not in favor of the "Draft" legis
lation and it is really a hot potato. Not
Withstanding the seriousness of the matter, 
it was right humorous listening to the Speaker 
when what he was saying was not what was re
quired to pass the bill. It would have been 
much better if he had tried to explain how 
the legislation would work and that it could 
be operated in a fair and equitable marmer. 
Amendments along certain lines should have 
been in order under the Rule and this would 
have helped also on final passage. 

We go back on the Budget Resolution on 
Monday and the Speaker announced that regard
less of how long it required, we would stay 
there until we finished. This should have 
been done last week and we would then have 
finished the Budget Resolution late one night. 

Our old friend, Iran, added a surcharge 
of 60¢ a barrel on to the price of its crude 
oil yesterday and this makes the price of the 
Iran oil $17.17 a barrel for light crude oil 
and $16.64 for heavy crude oil. They ran out 



the Sha.h o£ Ira..l1 and no'!:'" t1:1iR religious 
crusader really has this country standing on 
its head. 

May 12,1979 

Several months ago, the Nelson Rockefeller 
case appeared on the front pages of the news
papers throughout this country and the media 
generally played up the case to a "Fare Thee 
Well.". Apparently the heart attack that re
sulted in his death took place about an hour 
before the young lady he was visiting called 
for help. This, of course, was right embar
rassing to the Rockefeller family generally 
and I imagine to the young sons by his last 
wife. This case reminded me somewhat of what 
has transpired in regard to some of the other 
famous leaders beginning with Eisenhower. 

On television this week, the Eisenhower 
story has been shown each night for several 
nights. This is the story written by the 
former W. A. C. who was Eisenhower's driver 
during the war. This woman and Eisenhower 
apparently were more than close friends and 
although the Eisenhower family has presented 
love letters written by the General to Mrs. 
Eisenhower during the war, it still appears 
that at one time, he was seriously consider
ing a divorce so that he could marry this 
woman. Following the death of Eisenhower, 
this woman wrote her book and although I do 
not believe that it will ever go on the 
best seller list, it still has caused quite 
a bit of talk in this country. This incident 
of course, took place long before Eisenhower 
was elected President and even though it was 
discussed some during the campaign, did not 
make much impression on the people. In every
thing else, former President Eisenhower was 
a right straight-laced sort of a fellow, but 
this is the incident that will be discussed 
all down through the years by historians and 
others who from time to time write stories 



about fa..'I'!lous A.~eric~n leaders T 

Nixon, of course, had to resign in dis
grace, but apparently had no trouble as far 
as women are concerned. His were always 
money problems and conspiracies. 

Jack Kennedy was one of the casanovas 
of all time and was written up many times 
here in Washington in the local newspapers. 
His extra curricular activities took place 
long before he married, during his marriage 
and up until the time of his death according 
to the stories that have been written since 
he was assassinated. 

Next, we have Lyndon Johnson who was 
on the most famous list of casanovas, accord
ing to a story in the Washington Post several 
years ago. Estes Kefauver of Tennessee was 
number one; Jack Kennedy was number two; Lyndon 
Johnson was number three, and so on down the 
list. 

Lyndon Johnson when he was Majority Leader 
was quite famous with the women allover Wash
ington and before he died, according to news
paper stories, one or two who were helping 
him compile his papers were still apparently 
having quite a bit of fun with the former 
President. I always believed that this is 
the reason why Lady Bird Johnson, except when 
she was trying to smile, had a steel trap 
coun tenan ce . 

Jerry Ford did not have any trouble as 
far as women are concerned and although he was 
my friend, had money problems from time to time 
and was right easily led. 

Jirrnny Carter, in his interview with 
Playboy during the campaign said that he from 
ti"lle to time had looked at women that he might 
want to go out with, but so far has not deve
lo.,ed t:hfs habit to the extent of some of his 



-predecessors. ne would be considered a good 
family man in a small town in Georgia. 

May 14, 1979 

Long gas lines, very much the same as 
those during 1973, formed here in Washington 
Friday afternoon and Saturday. Most drivers 
were afraid that they would be caught without 
gasoline and they began topping off their 
tanks at all of the service stations. Most 
of the people were simply over reacting be
cause the shortage is not as serious here in 
Washington as some people believe. The top
ping off process forced most of the gas 
stations to close on Saturday so that they 
could have gas to sell on Monday. Only a 
few stations were open on Sunday. 

The refusal of the House to accept 
President Carter's gasoline rationing plan 
spread like wildfire and especially when the 
President got mad and said that now Congress 
could submit its own plan. 

This religious leader who is in charge 
of Iran, Khomeini, is really a despot. The 
head of Iran' s revolutionary courts, acting 
under Khomeini, said yesterday that the 
deposed Shah and his family are considered 
to be under death sentences and that anyone 
who assassinates them would be carrying out 
the people's verdict. This man Khomeini is 
nothing but a cut-throat and now says that 
ideas of justice from the western part of 
the world have no place in the Islamic revo
lutionary courts. 

May 16, 1979 

We will start the mark up on the Labor
[ealth, Education and Welfare Appropriation 
Bill for Fiscal Year 1980 today. Counting 
~rust fund money, the bill contains $232 billion 



and we will not ac<:ept some of the increases 
and some of the decreases proposed in the 
President's budget. The President proposes 
increases totalling $2.8 billion under 1979 
Fiscal Year and decreases of $2.1 billion. 
We have about $882 million in the Department 
of Labor that will be unexpended for 1979 
and this is the amount that we can use to 
straighten this whole bill out. The Office 
of Management and Budget wants to carryover 
the $882 million into Fiscal Year 1980. We 
will use about all of the carryover in order 
to restore reductions that must be made and 
increases that are necessary. We have twelve 
Members on this Subcommittee and as Chairman 
it will be right difficult to approve of all 
of the increases that will be made at the 
mark up and still keep this bill in line so 
that it will not be vetoed by the President. 

We are still on the Alaska Lands Bill 
in the House and should have a final vote 
today. Two substitutes will be voted on 
and the vote will probably be close. 

The President is still pushing for a 
new Department of Education and the Senate 
has again, this year, passed the bill. We 
will take this bill up before we adjourn this 
Session of Congress and it will really be a 
battle. 

The President also wanted another new 
Department and this would have been the 
Department of Resources. It would have removedr 
forestry from Agriculture and a number of other 
agencies and placed all of the Department of 
Interior with tJe additional agencies, in a 
new Department of Resources. Yesterday the 
President abandoned his attempt to create 
this new Cabinet Level Department and this 
will be one of the President's maj or setbacks 
as far as his program of reorganization of 
the federal 1:>ureaucracy is concerned. 
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May 17, 1979 

On a vote of 268 to 157, the House 
yesterday passed the Alaska Land Bill which 
sets as ide about 128 million acres, a section 
larger than California into 13 national parks, 
21 wildlife refuges, 12 wild and scenic 
rivers and 2 national forest wildernesses. 
It would also forbid oil exploration in the 
Artic National Wildlife Range, the Northeast 
Alaska Caribou herd land. The President 
backed this bill and the lobbyists and the 
oil interests along with the gun people, 
opposed the Bill. I voted for the bill and 
this was really striking a blow for conser
vation and against the pressure groups. 

We finished markinli'-up the Labor-HEW 
Bill last night at 10 0 clock. We started 
the mark-up at 10 0' clock yesterday morning. 
From two to three hundred lobbyists lined 
up to enter the COllllllittee room for the mark
up so tha.t they could be there to put pres
sure on for their special programs and pro
jects and when we took a look at this crowd 
and we decided to vote to hold the mark-up 
in executive session. We succeeded on a vote 
of 8 to 4 and we turned them ou t . You should 
have heard the howls and of course, the liberal 
press will start this week, blasting us for 
holding the mark-up in secret. This bill 
contains $232 billion and our action saved 
at least 51 billion for our country. I have 
never seen as many lobbyists in one line in 
my life and I believed tha t I had enough 
votes to close the mark-up. We stayed 
$168 million under the President's budget 
and this is the first time in 25 years that 
this bill has been marked-up and the final 
amount was under the President's budge t. 
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Heretofore every time, for this period of 
time, the Committee exceeded the President's 
budget and this is the reason why the bill 
has been veoted seven times since 1969. 

President Carter and his advisors are 
now preparing a National Heal th Insurance 
Bill and according to my information, he 
has raised his figures by some $15 to 20 
billion a year out of the Federal Treasury 
to offset Senator Ted Kennedy' s wild proposal 
which he has been sponsoring for months. The 
$15 to 20 billion would come out of the 
Federal Treasury and the balance would be 
private money. Up to this time, the Presi
dent has been talking in light of a $10 to 
15 billion cost to the Federal Government 
for a National Health Insurance Program. 

Western Kentucky University has a new 
President. Dr. Donald Zacharias, the Execu
tive Assistant to the Chancellor of the 
University of Texas, was elected by the 
Board of Regents and he will take over on 
August 1. I graduated from Western Kentucky 
Universi ty and we have only had four presi
dents up to Dr. Zacharias. The first presi
dent, of course, was Dr. H.H. Cherry, one of 
the best known men in Kentucky during his 
time. This University, like a lot of uni
versities, has experienced many problems 
during the past few years. The problems were 
coming so fast and furious that Dero Downing 
resigned as President. This brought on the 
lTacancy and I do hope tha t Dr. Zacharias is 
:lOt only a good Administrator, but will be 
"the President." This has been the problem 
Eor a number of years now and unless this 

"man starts right, he will end up the same as 
)owning. 
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May 18, 1979 

No tears have been shed to my knowledge 
since the announcement that Chief Justice 
Bazelon of the Cireui t Court of Appeals here 
in Washington is stepping aside as the Chief 
Judge. This man Bazelon has been fortunate 
in having served on the Court as long as he 
has, wi thout being removed. Yesterday the 
Rule th2.t makes the Panama Canal Bill in 
order in the House, was adopted on a roll 
call vote of 200 to 198. By just two votes, 
the Rule was adopted and this has really 
scared the Administration. This Bill per
tains to the transfer of the Canal to Pan
ama, following up the two treaties ratified 
in the Senate. We were to go on to this Bill 
Monday on general debate, but the Speaker 
has pulled the bill off the calendar and says 
there is a lot of work that has to be done 
before this bill is presented to the House 
for final passage. The Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries Committee that is in charge of the 
bill has had considerable difficul ty re
porting out the bill and reaching an agree
ment with the White House as to the contents 
of the bill. 

It was reported here on the Hill today 
that the Soviet Union has built and tested 
a nuclear powered attack submarine that can 
go faster and dive deeper than any of our 
submarines. The hull is built of titanium 
and the nuclear power plant appears to pro
duce more horse-power for each pound of 
weight than our submarine. According to 
word that we received today, this submarine 
can steam 40 knots while submerged and dive 
to a depth of 2,000 feet or more. Our 
latest submarines can steam at a little less 
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than 35 knots while submerged, but can not 
come anywhere near 2,000 feet in depth. 

May 21, 1979 

On May 10, a right unusual man died, 
here in this country. He was Cyrus Eaton, 
95 years of age and an industrialist who 
began his career under the tutelage of John 
D. Rockefeller, Sr. He was a billionaire 
and became so concerned about out country 
from the standpoint of a third world war that 
he traveled to Rus s ia on a number of occasions 
meeting with the leaders of that country, 
hoping to establish a better relationship 
between the two countries. He was born in 
Nova Scotia and will be buried there. 

Spectacular Bid won the Kentucky Derby 
and on Saturday, won the Preakness. I 
believe he will win the Belmont and then be 
a Triple Crown winner. In the Derby, he 
looked like a good horse, running against 
a right poor group of horses and his time was 
just fair. His trainer has said all along 
that he will be one of the great horses of 
this century and on Saturday, came within 
one-fifth of a second of tying the track 
record. His speed in the Preakness clearly 
indicates that this horse can really run. 

It required the Washington Post several 
days to bring forth their editorial concerning 
the action of our Subcommittee in voting to 
mark the Bill up in executive session in 
order to get rid of several hundred lobbyists 
who have attempted to put pressure for months 
now, on every Member of the Subcommittee. 
In Sunday's Washington Pos t, appeared the 
edi torial, entitled, "Open the Doors." This 



edi toria 1 is as follows: 

"The Members of a House Appropria
tions subconnnittee did something Wednesday 
tha t a lot of their colleagues have probably 
longed to do. Convening to work on the $73.7 
billion Labor-Health, Education and Welfare 
spending bill, they found the Rayburn Office 
Building hall jammed with over 200 would-be 
watchers - -reporters, administration officials 
congressional staff and a long line of lobby-' 
ists--all vying for space in a room with 
several dozen seats. Did the subcommittee 
move to a larger room--or the Capital Centre? 
Did it try to squeeze everybody in? Did it 
adopt a £irst-come, first-seated rule? No, 
no and no. It voted 8 to 4 to close the doors 
and keep everyone out. 

Of course this blunt rejection of the 
hard-won rule of openness has made many people 
holler. On human and political grounds, how
ever, one can sympathize--if just a little-
with the lawmakers who recoiled from the 
throng. Ever since open doors became stan
dard on Capitol Hill, members of Congress 
have been grumbling about the audiences that 
major working sessions attract. The overflow 
crowds and confusion are not the worst of it. 
What most annoys many legislators is the fact 
that so many of the spectators are not re
porters, not average citizens generally 
interested in watching part of Congress work, 
but lobbyists, officials and staff who are all 
too eager to send last-second signals and take 
careful note of members' cOnlllents and votes 
on specif ic points. 

For instance, the members of the Labor
HEW panel ro doubt knew most of the people 
swarming in that hall. They knew what each 
wanted. They had heard the appeals--several 
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times _ They knew that most ·of the petitioners 
could not be satisfied in such a tight budget 
year. No wonder they wanted some peace and 
quiet while they worked. And no wonder they 
also went along with Chairman William Natcher's 
decision not to announce their conclusions 
until the full Appropriations panel meets on 
June 4. 

If you can't stand the heat. get out of 
the sunshine. It's an understandable reaction, 
but an overreaction just the same. Closing a 
meeting on nonsecret subj ects does not turn 
off public curiosity; it simply forces people 
to rely on rumors and partial, third-hand 
accounts of what went on. Trying to embargo 
the results only generates more misinformation 
and fr enzied lobbying--as well as suspicions 
that certain forces may have had special in
fluence behind the scenes. Especially when 
so many popular, worthwhile programs are being 
squeezed. lawmakers burdened with those 
decis ions should have an acute interest in 
getting out full accurate information about 
what they propose and why. The best way to 
do that is to open the doors and let in as 
many observers as the room will reasonably 
hold." 

Wi th television in the House. the color 
of the hair of a great many of our Members 
is right unusual. I believe that more men 
today dye their hair than at any time since 
I have been in politics, In addition, a 
number of House Members have had their face 
lifted. Until recently, the plastic surgeons' 
waiting room was occupied mainly by affluent 
middle-aged and older women, but this is not 
the situation at the present time. Not only 
in politics, but in the business world, we 



find plastic surgeons performing operations 
which make the patient look just great. 
Twenty years ago it would have not occurred 
to a president of a large company or a busi
ness executive generally, to have his sagging 
face lifted, but this is not the condition 
today. 

One of the questions that is before the 
secret service today is whether or not a 
newsman can be punished for impersonating a 
Congressman. During the signing of the 
treaty between Israel and Egypt at the White 
House, Gary Schuster, Washington Bureau Chief 
of The Detroit News climbed aboard one of the 
buses that was to take the House Members to 
the signing, identifying himself as a Con
gressman. He did this he said just for a 
lark to see if it was possible. At the formal 
state dinner, held inside the White House 
that night, several George Washington Univer
sity students posing as waiters, with the 
proper attire, succeeded in being admitted 
to the White House. Apparently the security 
at this institution is not what it should be. 

We go back on the Panama Canal Implement 
legislation today and the open rule provides 
for 5 hours of general debate. Since the 
Rule was only adopted by two votes, my guess 
is that this bill will be pulled off the 
calendar and considerable work from the White 
House and the Speaker will have to take place 
before the bill is called up again. 

May 24, 1979 

This week really has been right trouble
some as far as the President is concerned. 
Five of the Democrats in the House have held 
a press conference calling upon the Democratic 
party to ditch President Carter and to draft 
Ted Kennedy . Representatives Conyers of Michi
gan, Nolan of Minnesota, Stark of California, 



Ottinger of New York and Beard of Rhode 
Island have organized to draft the Senator 
from Massachusetts. Senator Kennedy was 
innnediately contacted and he said that he 
expected President Carter to be renominated 
and re-elected and that he intended to support 
him. The Democratic National Commi ttee Chair
man, John C. White, charged immediately after 
the press conference by the Congressmen that 
such a move would drive a divisive wedge into 
party ranks that could lead to the defeat of 
the Democratic party in 1980, White went on 
to say that the continued activities of people 
like the five Congressmen would hand over the 
Presidency on a silver platter to John Connolly 
or Ronald Reagan. 

This morning the President will receive 
news from the Hill that in the Democratic 
Caucus which was held at 9 a. m., the maj ority 
of the Democrats in the House voted against 
the Presi.dent I s proposal to decontrol the price 
of oil. The Democrats in the House do not have 
much faith i.n Secretary Schlesinger of the 
Department of Energy and believe that even 
though the energy situation is serious, it is 
not as serious as the large oil companies would 
lead us to believe; and, especially since they 
are on the way up with prices of gasoline 
which will reach $1 per gallon within the next 
few months, The proposal to have a windfall 
profit tax against the oil companies has not 
been agreed upon by the legislative branch of 
the gove=ment and the Ways & Means Conmittee 
says that President Carter's proposal for the 
windfall profits tax is really nothing because 
the system he would use in taxing the oil 
companies would produce very little tax and 
woul d have no control whatsoever over the set
ting of the price for gasoline which could 
rise to $1. 25 per gallon without any difficulty. 

The President, yesterday, was advised 
that his close personal friend, Bert Lance, 



a long with three of Lance' s associates were 
indicted yesterday by a federal grand jury in 
Atlanta, Georgia charging repeated violations 
o£ U. S. banking laws in a complicated conspir
acy to obtain, illegally, hundreds of loans 
totalling more than $20 million. This 71-page 
indictment charged Lance and his associates 
with reckless disregard for the safety of the 
banks that extended them credit when there was 
no reasonable expectation of repayment. Lance 
was President of one of the Georgia banks at 
the time and all of this took place before he 
was named by President Carter as the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget. Lance 
subsequently resigned and returned to Georgia 
when all of the investigation started about the 
way he operated two banks in Georgia and the 
many violations of the law which he denied. 
The President really has had a week this week 
and one of his assistants in the White House 
yesterday said "The poor guy is really getting 
it from all sides this week ... 

The Budget Resolution Conference Report 
was turned down by the House yesterday over
whelmingly and this was another setback for 
the President because the Conference Report 
that was turned down increased federal spending· 
a little over $1 billion and reduced domestic 
spending for the social programs a little over 
$1 billion. In addition, the Conference Report 
set the deficit at $23 billion instead of the 
figure used by the President of $29 billion, 
This was a move to show that the President 
was not making the necessary reductions that 
could be made and then the Liberals in the 
House took over and along wi th the Republi-
cans who were right happy over the turn of 
events, rounded up enough votes to tum down 
the Conference Report on a vote of 260 to 144, 
The size of the majority even surprised the 
Liberals who wanted Defense Appropriations 
reduced and education, health and welfare 
increased. 



This week there T..Jas a real upset in 
Canada. Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau, who 
sought to bridge the historic gulf between 
the English and French part of Canada was 
defeated after being in power for eleven years. 
Although the 10 million voters who went to the 
polls brought about a change, they did not 
give the Conservative Party Leader Joe Clark 
who won, an absolute majority in the three
way race. Clark is now faced with the diffi
cuI t task of forming a minority government 
and the balance of power in the new Parliament 
is likely to be held by Edward Broadbent and 
his Socialist New Democratic party. Trudeau 
headed the Liberal Party, Clark the Conserva
ti ve Party and Broadbent the Socialist New 
Democratic Party. This was really an upset 
and Trudeau's wife, who is flitting around 
the United States now--a beautiful woman 
and a real jetsetter--said yesterday that 
she would return to Canada and visit with 
her husband. She and her husband have been 
separated now for months and all kinds of 
stories have been written about this beautiful 
lady, one of which indicated that she has had 
an affair with Ted Kennedy since she and her 
husband were separated. Ted Kennedy vigorously 
denies the story and she does in a right weak ' 
fashion. 

We have seven appropriation bills ready 
to turn loose and as soon as the Conference 
Report on the Budget Resolution is finally 
approved, we will start bringing out our bills, 
one a day, for a period of about three weeks. 
We marked up the District of Columbia Budget 
yesterday and regardless of all of the edi
torials and stories that have been written 
about me in the last 20 years, the District 
must be jumping up and down this morning 
because the federal payment approved yesterday 
of $191 million is the lowest federal payment 
we have had in years. Las t year, whieh was 
my last year as Chairman, we approved a 
federal payment of $235 million. 



The Spea.1zer has re",.lly hfld fl bad day. 

The House Administration Committee, 
after many months finally voted this morning 
to throw out the bill numbered H. R. I which 
provided for public funding for congressional 
races. The bill finally had to be amended 
down to the point where it only applied to 
November election campaigns. The federal 
government would fund up to $60,000 providing 
that donations equalled that amount. The vote 
was close on the Committee twice last week and 
this morning when they took the vote, it was 
about 2 to 1 against the bill. Now, unless 
this provision for federal funding is hooked 
on to some bill that amends the federal elec
tion law, it is dead for this year. Along 
with Common Cause, an organization that sticks 
its "bi 11" into everything, the Speaker was 
attempting to bring this bill out for a vote 
in the House. He had made commitments all 
along to see that this legislation was reported. 
When the vote was announced, I understand he 
almost went through the Dome of the Capitol. 

When the House convened today, you could 
tell by looking at Tip 0' Neill that he was 
mad. We then had the Conference Report on 
the Budget Committee Resolution called up 
again and since it had been turned down yes
terday and sent back to Committee, no one 
seemed to know just what would happen today 
when it was called back up for adoption. The 
vote was tied for several minutes back and 
forth and then finally the Speaker rapped 
the gavel calling the vote final with six 
majority in favor of adopting the Conference 
Report. We have a new Member in the House 
from Massachusetts by the name of Shannon 
and he is a Democrat. The Speaker succeeded 
in having him placed on the Ways & Means 
Committee his first year in the Congress 
which is unusual and when the Speaker looked 
up at the electronic board containing the 
names and saw that Shannon was voting against 
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the Conference Report, he went up to him 
and in a loud tone of voice said that what 
he was doing was nothing except trying to 
destroy the Speaker of the House and just 
simply showed he didn't have a damn bit 
of appreciation in his heart. The Speaker 
just went on and on. Shannon stood there and 
gulped like he was having trouble breathing. 
Of course, Shannon did not know that the 
Speaker was upset anyway since H. R. 1 had just 
been announced and he was still jumping up and 
down and mad over the outcome of this piece 
of legislation. 

May 25, 1979 

For several year s, Common Cause and a 
few other organizations have attempted to 
force a bill tlrrough the Congress, providing 
for publ1..c financing of Congressional races, 
The first bill introduced this Session of 
Congress, H.R. 1, was a bill providing for 
public financing of Congressional races and 
has been before the Committee on House Admin
istration since it was introduced. The 
Chamber of Commerce is against the bill and 
a great many people in this country are not 
in favor of public financing of Congressional 
races. A number of large county political 
organizations are against the bill, such as 
Cook County in Illinois. The Rebublican 
Party almo s t to a man, in the House, is against 
the bill because they believe that this will 
cost them seats if enacted. According to 
the records' in the Clerk's Office, special 
interest contributions to House and Senate 
races have skyrocketed by 370% 1..n the last 
six years from $al.s million in 1972, to over 
$3.2 million in the 1978 election. Public 
financing is necessary to stop the Chamber 
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of Commerce and special interest buying of 
influence in Congress, the supporters of the 
legislation maintain and a great many senior 
Members in the House oppose public financing 
because it will finance challengers. On a 
vote of 17 to 8 yesterday in the House Admin
istration Committee, the bill was voted down 
and the Speaker, along with Dick Boling, the 
Chairman of the Rules Gommi ttee, was very 
upset over the action of the Committee. It 
now appears that this legislation is again 
dead for at least one more year. 

We finally passed a Budget Resolution 
yesterday, 202 to 196. The spending ceiling 
was fixed at $532 billion and the deficit 
ceiling at $23 billion. This deficit ceiling 
is $6 billion below the Pres ident' s request. 
If this Resolution had failed again yesterday, 
all of our appropriations bills would have 
been stopped again and it had finally reached 
the point where not only time was of the 
essence, but the whole system was breaking 
down. 

For many years, I served as Chairman 
of the District of Columbia Budget Subcom
mittee and as this journal will disclose, 
was abused on more than one occasion, when 
I really believed that I was not entitled 
to the criticism directed to me as Chairman 
of the Subcommittee. We now have a new 
Chairman of this Subcommittee and he is 
Charles Wilson of Texas. Day before yester
day, we marked-up the District of Columbia 
Bill and :in this morning's paper appeared an 
editorial entitled, "So Much for Home Rule." 
This editorial is as follows: 

"Seven Members of Congress have 
just sent District of Columbia citizens a 
rude reminder of who's still in charge around 
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here. In one fiscal swoop, members of a 
House Appropriations subcorrnnittee have reck
Lessly ripped apart the city's budget for 
t:he coming year. Only one member, Rep. Louis 
L. Stokes (D-Ohio) voted to respect the 
District's proposals, while the new chairman, 
Charles Wilson (D-Tex.), and the others had 
a. heyday cutting and curbing revenue, pro
grams, jobs, pay, help for black business and 
any other municipal proposals they cared to 
second-guess. 

No one would seriously defend every last 
do lIar in the city's request, for any budget 
can be cut or rearranged. The idea of local 
s elf-government, of course, is that the 
people who do this cutting and rearranging 
are responsible to the affected local citizens. 
True, there is a federal payment to the Dis
trict; and yes, Congress is the ultimate 
overseer of this and, until things are 
changed, of every D.C. spending proposal, line 
item by line item. So the subcommittee mem
bers have seized this opportunity to please 
the folks back home. 

The effects in the District would be 
devastating, though. The federal payment 
would be dropped to the lowest level since 
1974--$125.5 million below the $317 million 
that the local government and President 
Carter requested. Beyond that, Mr. Wilson 
and Co. recommended cuts that would reduce 
the city payroll by 1,700 workers for the 
full fiscal year or cut the annual pay in
crease for all employees down to 2.1 per
cent. The subconnnittee also refused initially 
to provide money for .the l-'inority Business 
Opportuni ty Commission, created to help samll 
mostly black entrepreneurs. After some 



pleading by Mr. Stokes, the group did agree 
to remove employees from the Office of Human 
Rights to handle the business. 

In taking this action, Mr. Wilson wise
cracked on the need for the minori ty com
mission, commenting that "It's like Madison
ville, Tex., setting up a commission to see 
that cowboys get their share--they' re all 
cowboys." What Mr. Wilson overlooks, of 
course, is that here the cowboys don't have 
the horses--a majority black population 
doesn't get a majority share of the business. 
And so as little groups of congressmen can 
capriciously decimate a city's orderly spend
ing plan--all District citizens are getting 
short shrift." 

Maybe there are a few people in the 
City of Washington and one or two little 
square heads down on the Washington Post, 
who mis s the time when I was serving as 
Chairman of this Subcommittee. 

May 26, 1979 

An American Airlines jumbo jet carry
ing 270 people crashed on take-off from 
O'Hare International Airport in Chicago 
yesterday after one of its three engines 
separated from the left wing. There were 
no survivors. The plane hit the ground in 
an open field about 1/4 mile off of the 
end of the runway not too far way from a 
large mobile home park. There were only three 
minor injuries to people on the ground. 
Witnesses said that after the engine dropped 
off, the p lane started banking and then 
continued almost upside down before it hit 
the ground. This plane carried 450,000 
pounds 0 f jet fuel which is about 72,000 
gallons. The number of people killed in the 



- .. U ,IU4 -

accident is the highest number of people 
killed in aviation in this country. 

With all of our problems with the 
energy crises, the Environmental Protection 
Agency yesterday issued one of its most 
con troversial and expensive regulations 
ever adopted by the agency warning the 
utility industry to cut allowable air pol
lution from new coal-fired power plants in 
half. Existing plants are not affected 
and coal use is expected to almost triple 
by 1995. According to the Enviornmental 
Protection Agency, new plants will be cleaner 
and there will be more of them. 

A man was electrocuted in Florida 
yesterday who was found guilty of murder. 
This was the first case where capital 
punishment has been carried out in a number 
of years in this country. All of the courts, 
including the Supreme Court, were petitioned 
to stop the execution, and this included 
the Governor of Florida. 

Some of the more liberal members of 
Congress and the liberal media are complain
ing over the fact that the first session of 
the 96th Congress is just a little on the 
dull side. With the exception of the budget 
battle and the fight over the the deregulation 
of oil, very little legislation has been 
enacted. By May 26, 1977, the 95th Congress 
had sent the White House 40 bills, including 
some huge economic- stimulus packages. Through 
Wednesday, the 96th Congress had cleared 12 
measures, most of which were small. Compared 
with two years ago, the number of roll calls 
is down 30 percent in the Senate and 39 per
cent in the House. By this time in 1977, 
over 10,500 bills had been introduced; and 
only about 6,500 had been dropped into the 
hoppers this year. The record is a little 



slinnner with only 12,806 pages through 
Wednesday of this week, which is 3,685 
fewer than two years ago. This is a year 
of budget cutting and government-pruning. 
Ins tead of starting a lot of new programs 
and preparing bills to solve every problem 
under the sun, many of the Members are 
carrying out the wishes of their people, 
and there is considerably less activity on 
their part. 

They may call this the Do-Less Congress, 
but it is for the best interest of our 
co\!ntry. 

May 30, 1979 

The Kentucky election yesterday was 
rea.lly a shocker. Governor Carroll and his 
Administration have been under investi
gation now by the FBI for over a year and 
thE! Governor's candidate, Terry McBrayer, 
who was in the Governor's cabinet for a 
number of years, was overwhelmingly de
fea.ted. He ran third in a race of five 
candidates and John Young Brown, Jr., after 
spending over $2 million of his own money, 
was the winner. Brown did not enter the 
raCe until about a month ago and after 
marrying Phyllis George, his second wife, 
who was a former Miss America, made a whirl
wind campaign with money spent like it was 
going out of style. Harvey Sloane, the 
former Mayor of Louisville and a good man 
ran second. This was a surprise too! 
Thelma Stovall, the present Lieutenant 
Governor, who at one time was running neck 
and neck in the lead, ran fourth and Con
gressman Carroll Hubbard of the First 
Congressiona.'_ District ran last in the 
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fifth spot. 

McBrayer has been a ca~didate for a 
year and a half and has worked hard to win 
t~is election. Being a par~ of the Julian 
Carroll Administration in Frankfort, was 
just too much for him. Thelma Stovall had 
won five times for five state offices, in
cluding ~he Lieutenant Governorship and she 
suffered a slight stroke about a year ago, 
which made it eKceedingly difficult for her. 
Carroll Hubbard worked hard for about six 
months and stood on the sidelines accusing 
Carroll and ~cBrayer of everything under 
the sun. 

Another big surprise was the Lieutenant 
Governor's race. Martha Layne Collins, the 
present Clerk of the State Supreme Court, 
won over Bill Cox who was the favorite. Cox 
was also mdxed up with the Carroll Admini
stration for two years and the finger had 
been pointed at him for the last month. 
Martha Layne Collins in the beginning, ap
peared to be a strong candidate and then 
Bill COK, who raisec and spent about a 
million dollars, started up into the lead 
and Joe Prather of my District seemed to 
be run~ing second. 

Raymond Barber, a friend of mine fram 
scottsville, won for Superintendent of Public 
Instruction and the present Superintendent 
of Public Instructio~ from Bowling Green, 
Jim Grahafl. won for State Auditor. Alban 
Barkley, II. the grandson of the former Vice 
President, announced for Commissioner of 
Agriculture and he was not given any hope 
at al: of w~nning. In a four-man race, his 
name was just enough and ~e won. The name 
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Barkl ey is still good in Ken tucky . My 
frien<l, Jack Smith, the son of Henry Smith, 
the Coun ty Judge of Marion Coun ty in my 
District, lost for Attorney General. He 
was in the Carroll Administration and had 
been in and out of the Administration for 
three years. The election in Kentucky really 
was like the old poem -- "Politics is the 
Darnnedes t in Kentucky." 

I immagine that Louie Nunn, the Repub
lican, who won yesterday and a former Gov
ernor of Kentucky, was disappointed that the 
State Administration candidate lost, because 
he was expecting to run against McBrayer and 
not against John Young Brown, Jr. 

I-f.ary Pickford, America I s Sweetheart, 
for many, many years, died yesterday at the 
age of 86. In 1976 she was awarded a special 
Oscar in recognition of her unique contri
butions to the film industry. She was a 
beautiful lady and was in a great many pic
tures. 

We report the Agriculture Appropriations 
Bill to the Full Committee today and then 
start our 13 Appropriations Bill s through 
the Full Committee and onto the House. 

The President is still having his 
problems, not only with the energy crisis, 
but with a great many other problems, in
cluding the Panama Canal. Several of his 
cabinet members have announced that they will 
not serve in his second Administra tion if he 
is reelected. Yesterday, Cyrus Vance, the 
Secretary of State and a good man, announced 
that he would serve only this term and would 
then re:ire. Several others have indica ted 
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the same thing, including the At torney Gen
eral, who is from Atlanta, Georgia. 

President Carter will meet with oil 
industry officials today and tomorrow will 
meet with consumer and environmental repre
sentatives to discuss the energy crisis. 
The situation is serious and the meetings 
were arranged to attempt to get the different 
groups together so that we can move on now 
as far as the energy crisis is concerned. 
The President is very much concerned over 
the fact that 77% of the people in this 
country do not believe that there is an 
energy crisis and simply blames the large 
oil companies. Trying to impress the seri
ousness of the situation on the groups that 
he will talk to is another attempt to also 
convince the people generally in this country 
that the situation is serious and it is 
not simply controlled and brought about by 
the large oil companies. 

We report the Supplemental Appropria
tions Bill to the Full Committee this morning 
and we will have quite a battle over certain 
chapters in the Bill. 

The situation is no better in Iran. 
Twenty people were killed yesterday in violent 
fights between Arabs and the forces loyal to 
Khomeini. Army reinforcements had to be 
rushed to Tehran and Iranian naval vessels 
fired from the waterfront into the city to 
put down what appeared to be the most serious 
cha.llenge so far, to Khomeini's rule. 

r still write a letter every week to our 
grandchildren and sometimes it is right dif
fieul t to think of who to write about. This 



past week I wrote to ~hem about Lorenzo 
Delmonico, a Swiss emlgrant, who established 
quite a name in this country. This letter 
is as follows: 

"America ~as chang~d from the days 
when Lorenzo Delmon1co , a SW1SS emigrant, 
opened his first New York City restaurant 
which later was to become famous throughout 
the world. He was America's first Operator 
of a restaurant to furnish his customers 
with a printed Bill of Fare. Up to this time 
in our country, yoU asked the owner or the 
lady who waited on ¥ou what you c0';11d get 
and if she was feehng real good, l.n a sweet 
tone of voice she would enumerate the many 
items you could seCure or if she was having 
a bad day she would in a right gruff tone of 
voice, indicate that you might get a certain 
kind of sandwich if you were willing to wait 
long enough. 

In 1834 when Delmonico had his first 
printed Bill of Fare ~vailable for his cus
tomers, it covered qUl.te a sensation in New 
York and especially when all of the items 
available in the restaurant were set forth 
on the printed menu and the price was fixed 
so tha t it did not change from day to day. 

One of my good friends sent me a printed 
copy of the 1834 Delmonico Bill of Fare and 
enclosed you will find a copy of it which sets 
forth the price for a regular dinner at 12¢. 
Now--how would you like to be able to go into 
a restaurant and pay 12¢ for a regular dinner? 

In having a printed Bill of Fare, Mr. Del
monico was many, many years ahead of his t·ime. 
He started out on Pearl Street and in 1875 
moved to 26th Street and Broadway which, at 
that time, was the heart of New York City's 
theatrical district. Famous people of the 
world gathered in increasing numbers at Mr. 



Delmonico's restaurant on 26th Street and 
Broadway and it was not the penny cup of 
coffee and the 12¢ full course dinner which 
made Delmonico' 5 famous; but, it was because 
Lorenzo Delmonico believed in good food 
prepared with care, cleanliness and imagi
nation. 

Of course, America has changed and the 
era of low wages and low prices belong to the 
dim and distant past. But, one thing, will 
never change and that is the regard the 
people generally have for a well operated 
restaurant or place where food is served and 
where the price is at least reasonable. 

Lorenzo Delmonico, the Swiss emigrant 
who landed in this country and started his 
first restaurant on his 21st birthday, was a 
man who established a milestone in the his
tory of our country and was a man who was 
good for this country. 

I hope this letter finds you well and 
happy and with lots of love, I am 

Your Grandfather, 
s/William H. Natcher 

The following is the Menu from 
Delmonico's: 

I 8 3 4 
DELMONICO'S 

RESTAURANT. 

494.PEARL.STREET. 

BILL OF FARE 
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Cup Tea or Coffee ... 1 
Bowl " .. . .. 2 
Crullers ............ 1 
Soup ................ 2 
Fried or Stewed Liver 3 
" .. .. Heart .... 3 

Pork Chops, ...... 4 
Pork and Beans ... 4 
Sausages ......... 4 
Puddings ......... 4 
Liver and Bacon .. S 
Roast beef or 

Veal ....... 5 
Hash .................. 3 Roast Mutton ..... 5 
Pies .................. 4 Veal Cutlet ...... 5 
Half Pie .............. 2 Chicken Stew ..... 5 
Beef or Mutton Stew ... 4 Fried Eggs ....... 5 
Corn Beef and Cabbage.4 Ham and Eggs .... 10 
Pigs Head" " 4 Hamburger Steak.lO 
Fried Fish ............ 4 Roast Chicken ... 10 
Beef Steak ............ 4 

REGULAR DINNER 12 CENTS 

******************** 
June 1, 1979 

Tn the House of Representatives, we have 
a number of elected officials. They are 
well paid and hold responsibl e positions. 
In this group, we have the Clerk of. the House, 
the Sergeant at Arms, the He~d Doorkeeper, 
the Postmaster and the Chapl~n. 

We now have a new chaplin and his 
name is James Ford. For many years he was 
the chaplin at West Point and just before 
my £ormer Chairman retired, he along with 
Jim Wright, the Majority Leader and John 
Rhodes, the Minority Leader, were deSignated 
as the Committee to select a new chaplin to 
replace Dr. Latch, who was retiring due to 
ill health. The chaplin from West Point 
applied for the position and he came to 
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Washington and met the Members in the House 
and for several days, offered the morning 
prayer, standing alongside Dr. Latch. The 
chaplain in the Senate is Reverend Elson and 
he is paid a salary of $24,948. This, of 
course, is clear out of reason when you con
s ider the fact that he only serves a few 
minutes each day. Under House precedence 
for years now, the prayer has not exceeded 
two minutes each day and this practice was 
adopted to keep the visiting ministers, who 
offer the opening prayer from time to time, 
from preaching a sermon. Dr. Latch's salary 
was $24, 948 and jus t before our new chaplain 
Mr. Ford was selected, the Majority Leader 
offered a Resolution, which stated that the 
compensation of the Chaplain of the House 
shall be equivalent to the highest rate of 
basic pay as in effect from time to time of 
Level IV of the Executive Schedule in Sec
tion 5315 of the Uniteds States Code. This 
little Resolution was right innocuous and 
since it contained no figure, passed on a 
voice vote late one afternoon. Testimony 
developed during the hearings on the Legis
lative Appropriations Bill for 1980, dis
closing the fact that this little Resolution 
increased the new chaplain's salary from 
$24,948 to $50,000. This move has received 
quite a bit of publicity this week and a 
front page article appeared in the Washington 
Weekly which is delivered to all of the 
offices of the House and Senate, along with 
the Embas s ies, the White House and all fed
eral office buildings. On the front page 
of the Washington Weekly this week, appears 
the picture of Bob Michel of Illinois, along 
with House Chaplain Ford, with the title 
of the article being, "You Have to Do a Lot 
of Praying for That Kind of Money!" This 
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statement was made by Michel during the 
hearings on the Legislative Appropriations 
Bill. 

Another story appeared in this little 
weekly newspaper about the reporter from the 
Detroit News, who impersonated a Congressman 
and succeeded in being admitted to the bus 
with other Members of the House that was on 
its way to the White House for the signing 
of the Peace Treaty between Israel and Egypt. 
This reporter's name is Gary Schuster and he 
is the Washington Bureau Chief of the 
Detroit News. In identifying himself upon 
entering the bus, which was only for Members 
of Congress,.he.said that he was Bob Traxler 
one of the Michlgan Congressmen. This re
porter knew that Traxler was in the hospital 
and would not be attending the signing 
ceremony which was for people that could 
easily be identified and would be considered 
safe for attending such a ceremony. The 
Secret Service is now pondering the question 
of whether or not this newspaper reporter 
should be cited under the provisions of the 
Federal Code which is Title 18, Section 912 
which prescri~es that anyone found gUilty 
of impersonatmg any federal officer is 
subject to not more than three years im
prisonment, ~nd not more than $1,000 fine, 
or both. ThlS story has received so much 
publicity that in addition to being censored 
by the committee of reporters who set the 
rules and standards for the House of Repre
sentatives Gallery, may have to be presented 
to the Federal courts for action. A great 
many newspaper reporters and members of the 
media not only want to control Congress, but 
would like to be an Edgar Bergan in the old 
Edgar Bergan-Charlie McCarthy duo. 
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June 2, 1979 

I like John Paul II more than any Pope 
that has served during my lifetime. I imagine 
it will tlke some time for a great many Catho
lics throughout the world to get used to a 
man like the new Pope. In visiting in Mexico 
and now in Poland, he walks into the crowds, 
shaking hands and picking up small children, 
holding them in a very affectionate manner, 
just long enough so that their parents can 
take pictures. This is a kind thing for this 
man to do and these pictures will IE treasured 
on down through the years. This is a new 
style for a Pope and quite a fuw Italians 
have wondered if his desire to get close to 
the people instead of giving the impression of 
running away from them, as did his predeces
sors, would finally tire of this new change. 
Instead the crowds that come to see this man 
are tremendous and he seems to be just one 
of the folks wherever he goes. He is the 
proper age and appears to be strong physically 
and I hope that he lives a long life and goes 
down in history as the best Pope of the 20th 
Century. He is the world's first Polish Pope 
and when he returned to his homeland today 
where more than one million people are expec
ted to line the streets of Warsaw to welcome 
him, this will be another example of the 
affection this man receives wherever he goes. 
The return of the Pope to Poland is one of 
the momentous events of Poland's thousand-
year history. 

June 4, 1979 

Again I say that I am very much impressed 
wi th the new Pope. Dur ing the weekend I he 
began a pilgrimage through Poland's holiest 
shrines and while greeting hundreds of 
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thousands of people at each stop, infatical1y 
stating that Christianity must be preserved 
in every country in the world, including 
those controlled by the Communists. He spoke 
of the fate of millions of Christians in 
communists lands and departed from his pre
pared text, reaffirming the position that he 
had taken in aLl of his stops in Poland, 
which must have corne as a great surprise to 
the Communist leaders of Poland. He said 
that we are liV"ing in a time of declared free· 
dom and exchange of information. In another 
departure from his prepared text, he drew 
attention to need for freedom of speech, 
which is restri cted in many Communist nations 
and he went on to say that it would be sad 
to believe that each Pole and Slav in any 
part of the war ld is unable to hear the words 
of the Pope. He said I believe they hear me 
because freedom is all important. 

In yesterday's Parade magazine section 
of the Washington Post, was an article per
taining to the Pages in the House, the Senate 
and the Supreme Court. It was a right star
tling article because it contained facts that 
I have known have existed for several years 
now, but apparently the leadership has de
cided to shy away from any major corrections 
in the Page School and in control of the 
Pages. In the first place, the amount of 
money they make is considerably too much and 
sex, alcohol and marijuana has all played a 
part in the lives of a great many Pages who 
have served in the last ten years. The 
teachers assigned to the page School by the 
Board of Education in the City of Washington, 
state emphatically that the Page School is 
simply a joke and that it is not accomplishing 
its purpose. The Pages have to get up at 
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6: 30 in the morning and start school about 
7 0' clock, for about two hours. After staying 
out most of the ni ght, some of them are 
right helpless in the morning. I hope that 
the Speaker, the Majority Leader and the 
Miniori ty Leader read this article, because 
it is a shame about what happens to some of 
the Pages. 

June 6, 1979 

As I expected, we had a battle royal 
yesterday in presenting the appropriations 
bill for the Departments of Labor and Health, 
Education and Welfare to the Full Committee. 
No major amendments were adopted and we were 
extremely lucky. 

We have the Supplemental Appropriations 
Bill on the Floor today and in this Bill we 
have about a billion, 500 million for the 
Departments of Labor and Heal th, Education 
and Welfare. 

The Labor-HEW Appropriations Bill is 
the one where the fight will take place all 
during this Session of Congress. The ultra
liberals and the big spenders are all in 
favor of placing more money in this Bill. 
We have succeeded so far, in making a number 
of corrections in amounts that were too low 
and at the same time, we are still $168 mil
lion under the budget. 

June 7, 1979 

My good friend, John J. Rhodes, Repub
lican of Arizona and the Minority Leader in 
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House said yesterday that he was again seri
ously considering retiring from Congress at 
the end of this term. At the end of this 
term he will have served 28 years in Congress 
and is the Minority Leader who succeeded 
Jerry Ford when he became Vice President. 
Being Minority Leader in the House is a right 
unhappy assignment because you have to pacify 
all of the Members on your side and you still 
have very little influence in the House. The 
Minority Leaders' chances of ever becoming 
Speaker of the House are very slim and after 
several years serving as Minority Leader, 
suffering crushing defeat after defeat, it 
seems to become monotonous. This year we 
have 43 new Republican .members and some of 
them are really publicity seekers and are 
constantly trying to push the Minority Leader 
into Floor fights with the Democrats. These 
(rockers and rollers) in the main, are occupy
ing close Distric ts and their idea of longev
ity is more and more publicity. I know this 
has bothered my friend, John Rhodes consider
ably and I guess he has reached the point that 
he sees nothing over the horizon that is 
attractive. 

Since I have been a Member of Congress, 
I have served with Joe Martin, Charlie Halleck, 
Jerry Ford and John Rhodes, who served as 
Minority Leaders, with the most agressvie one 
of all being Halleck. Halleck served as 
Ninority Leader when Joe Martin was elected 
Speaker. All of these men have served with 
distinction and all, of course, hoped someday 
to finally be elevated to the office of Speaker. 
Vlith the exception of Joe M..artin, none of the 
others succeeded and certainly I can understand 
John Rhodes position. 

We put the Supplemental Appropriations 



- 10,718 -

Bill for 1979 through the House yesterday and 
even though a number of amendments were offered 
we succeeded in knocking these down and bring
ing the Bill out in good shape. 

One part of the Supplemental pertained 
to the use of automobiles by the Architect 
of the Capitol and the Sergeant at Arms. The 
regular Legislative Appropriations Bill was 
presented day before yesterday to the Full 
Committee and this Bill also removed the money 
for automobiles for these people. The Arch
itect is a fine man and he said that his office 
had had an automobile for over 70 years. Our 
Sergeant at Arms, Ken Harding is quite a sharp 
shooter and I was not surprised to hear that 

:he had acquired an automobile and if all the 
Jacts were known, a chauffer to go along. The 
1>ill providing for a new cabinet level Depart
CIlent of Education was to be called up tOday 
:in the House, but I still understand that they 
do not have enough votes to pass this bill and 
t;,rill go over until sometime next week. 

June 8, 1979 

Gasol ine supplies may be tighter this 
'.;/eekend here in Washington than on any pre
lii"ious weekend during the current shortage. 
?rices continue to soar with most stations 
~harging 99.9 cents a gallon for premium gas
~1ine. The situation is serious but people 
t-ontinue to drive their cars more everyday 
~ han they did last year. 

Inflation may be easing just a little 
I ince wholesale prices in May only rose 0.4%. 
'l'his is the smallest jump in nine months. 
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President Carter is having considerable 
difficulty with his SALT agreement and has 
indicated that he may address a Joint Session 
of Congress, urging approval and assistance. 
The Joint Session may be held on June 19. 
The President continues to jump from one crisis 
to another and each time I see him, I am 
amazed as to how much older he looks than he 
did when he was sworn in as President. 

Ted Kennedy continues to deny that he 
will be a candidate for President in the 1980 
election. Every move he makes, other than 
his usual statements, indicate that he would 
like to be a candidate and in fact, may be 
a candidate. His record at Chappaquiddick 
and the record that he established in college 
by paying to have some of his examinations 
taken for him, of course, would be a major 
factor in any race that he made outside of 
the State of Massachusetts. Notwithstanding 
all of his denials, he appears almost daily 
in every newspaper in this country and must 
have the best press agent in the world. In 
yesterday's Washington Star, there was a 
cartoon showing Kennedy driving an automobile 
.across a small bridge and on the back seat 
vith all of the scuba diving equipment pos
.sible over his head and around his body, sat 
:President Kennedy. This cartoon was simply 
hilarious. The press from time to time keep 
IIringing back the Chappaquiddick incident and 
in today I s Washington Post there is a picture 
of Senator Edward M. Kennedy and along side 
is a picture of beautiful Mary Jo Kopechne. 
'Jhe article is en titled, "Kopechnes Won 't 
!Fight A Kennedy Race in 1980." This article 
::is as follows: 

"Ten years ago Mary Jo Kopechne 
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drowned when a car driven by Edward M. Kennedy 
r an off a bridge on Chappaquiddick Island, 
but her parents say tha t shouldn't be used 
against the senator if he decides to run for 
~n:esident . 

"It doesn't mean he won't be a good 
:)'resident," Gwendolyn Kopechne, 60, told 
I'be Boston Globe in an interview from her home 
i.n Swiftwater, Pa. "Maybe he'll be a great 
president. He would be a leader. Everyone 
oakes mistakes. We have no reason to bring 
everything up now." 

She addded that she knows Kennedy's poli
tical opponents "will want to use us" if he 
lecides to run. 

"They'll come to us to get at Kennedy," 
s.he said. "If he runs, we won't interfere." 

But Kopechne and her husband, Joseph 66, 
l former coal miner and insurance salesman, 
! aid in the interview published today that they 
! till have unanswered questions about the death 
o f their only daughter. 

On the night of July 18,1969, Kennedy 
d"Tove his black 1966 Oldsmobile off Dike Bridge 
\ e tween Chappaquiddick Island and Edgartown 
I:n Martha's Vineyard. The car sank in Poucha 
'oond, a tidal estuary. 

The Kopechnes still wonder why the acci
dlent went unreported for more than 10 hours 
II!i1e their 28-year-old daughter remained in the 
submerged car. They say they under stand why 
(ennedy might not have reported it, but not 
lihy Kennedy's counsin, Joseph Gargan, and close 
' .. iend, Paul Markham, failed to report the 
iCcident right away. 
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"There's something wrong there," Mrs. 
]{opechne said. 

"I could forgive Kennedy, but those two ... " 
:laid her husband. "They shouldn't have left 
Iler in the car all night. " 

Mrs. Kopechne said, "If it was someone 
el se driving the car, we wouldn't be here 
t:alking now. But he was a politician. We 
just don't want to hurt anyone or start anything. 

"That's not how I feel inside, but that's 
Volhat I' 11 say. 

She added: "We don't want to influence 
anything. If he's going to be president, 
we're not going to stop him. There's a whole 
WDr ld to consider." 

Much has happened since the fatal accident. 
That weekend, Neil Armstrong walked on the moon. 
T!::te Kopechnes returned to their native Pennsyl
vania to buy a home with the $140,904 settle
ment from Kennedy and the insurance company. 

Two years ago, Kopechne had most of his 
stomach, spleen and gall bladder removed." 

June 9, 1979 

During the Administration of President 
Eisenhower, John B. Anderson, who now serves 
in the House with us, worked in the State 
Department. He was born in Illinois and after 
graduating from the College of Law at the 
University of Illinois, secured a masters 
degree in law at Harvard. He was elected to 
Congress in 1960 and is a liberal Republican. 
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He is married to a lady who must be part 
Mexican and they have four beautiful daughters 
...-ho all look like their mother. Anderson is a 
right abrupt fellow and is one of the best 
speakers in the House. He speaks like a 
Baptist minister and as a Member of the Rules 
::;ommit tee, speaks quite often. He has had one 
:Jr two right close races in his District and 
in 197 8, almost lost in the primary. His Dis
::rict, which is a Republican District, is very 
::onservative and his liberal attitude has been 
::ight difficult to accept by the Members of 
::lis Party on the Republican side. Money was 
3ent in from all over the United States to him 
Ln his primary race in 1978 and with the use 
~f hundreds of thousands of dollars, he finally 
.-on in a very close race. 

Yesterday, Anderson announced for President. 
[n his announcement, which took place in the 
taybu= Room, he used the same old rhetoric of 
E' ederal spending and weak leadership in the 
nite House. He now joins a field that in-
~ ludes six other announced candidates on the 
lepublican side and his chances of being nom
~nated are simply niH. He must know this, 
)"Ilt after his close primay in 1978, I was 
)()sitive that he would never make a race in 
::hat District again for Congress because the 
LExt time, which is 1980, would be just too 
L"tIch for Anderson. One of those who attended 
lis announcement party was his fellow colleague 
il:l the Republican side from Illinois, Ed 
lerwinski and after the announcement, Derwinski 
:aid if Anderson was lucky enough to secure 
be nomination, he might win, but with the 
betoric he is using about Jimmy Carter getting 
'1% of the balck vote and there being no ex
use for this, would be just a way to keep him 
rDm being nominated. In traveling through out 
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the United States last fall, Anderson said in 
Iowa that if he could teach the Republican 
Party a lesson and show them that there was 
room in the Party for someone who is not always 
to the right, it would make the whole thing 
worth it. I presume that he will end up feel
ing that his travels and his speeches have 
played somewhat of a part in correcting this 
situation. 

The Andersons have two or three auto
mobiles and his space is just two cars away 
from mine in the garage. Every car that he 
drives is mashed in on one side or the other 
with one or more fenders mashed down to the 
tire and apparently they never have any of the 
cars repaired. He has followed me into the 
garage on more than one occasion, bumper to 
bumper, like some wild man from outer space. 
I presume this is why he has all of the banged 
up automobiles. He does not have many friends 
in the House on the Democratic side and in all 
probabil ity, will end up right disgruntled 
with the Republican Party. 

President Carter is now sponsoring the 
construction of a much larger intercontinental 
bilistic missile which has the destruction 
power of six or seven times of those we now 
have in our arsenal. Coming right before the 
approval of the SALT agreement is a little 
unusual, but it demonstrates again President 
Carter's unique way of being unusual. 

June 11, 1979 

Spectacular Bid won the Kentucky Derby 
and the Preakness, but last Saturday, ran third 
in the Belmont. Before the race, when the 
borses were being saddled and later ridden on 
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to the tract, to enter the starting gate, 
Spectacular Bid was simply wild. He was 
sweating like he had finished the race and 

-was the only horse out of ten entered who 
-was really on the muscle. 

This is the expression used when a horse 
is highly nervous and wants to start the race 
itllIIlediately. After the race, which was won 
by Coastal, a ten to one horse, the trainer 
~f Spectacular Bid and the jockey both would 
-:not say why this horse had run such a miserable 
'1"ace. Finally yesterday, the trainer said 
that the horse had picked up a safety pin in 
~ne of his hooves in the stall before the race 
.9.nd this caused a lameness in his left front 
foot, which alomost persuaded the owner to 
scratch the horse. It was a shame about this 
norse because it looked like he would be a 
"I'riple Crown winner. 

Several weeks ago, there was an article 
in the Ne\i' York paper about the different 
ldnd of drugs that were being given to horses 
that were permissible with some of the drugs 
ilsed for tired and sore horses. The jockeys 
.<Ire now complaing that the use of the drugs 
.<Ind the race at Belmont on Saturday, certainly 
~id not look good. 

The pope finished his visit in Poland and 
is now back in Rome. I have never seen pic
iures of hundreds of thousands of people in 
Cine large tract of land before. The enormous 
<rowd was estimated to be over a million people.' 
1he Polish people are strong looking people 
e:ad this must have played a part with the 
iremendous crowd because there was no indi
<ation of people becoming sick or suffering 
::rom heat prostration. This Pope really im
Jresses me and he may be the one to take the 
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lead as far as peace and human rights in the 
world are concerned. 

Fighting still continues in Nicaragua and 
the capital city is under a heavy attack. 
This is one of the worst civil wars that we 
have had in Latin America in many a year. 

The disposed Shah of Iran and a few mem
bers of his family, arrived in Mexico yesterday 
from the Bahamas, in a move arranged by former 
U. S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger. Kis
s :i.nger was in Mexico City to greet the Shah 
and for several months now, has traveled back 
and forth to Mexico, apparently working out 
the plan for the Shah's admission. Kissinger 
is very much upset over the United States' 
refusal to give asylum to this long-time ally. 

It is now predicted that we will have a 
rec(ssion this year which will continue on 
until the year 1980. If this takes place, 
President Carter may be dumped by the Demo
cratic Party and if he is, Senator Kennedy will 
then accept the nomination. The President 
is having difficulty with all the problems 
that are confronting our people and one of the 
1!l8.in reasons is that he is still running 
against the Congress. 

Last week, John Voster, former Prime 
Jliinister of South Africa, and now state presi
dent, resigned after being publicly cited 
for playing the leading role in the country's 
information scandal. An investigation is 
be:i.ng held in South Africa concerning charges 
()f misappropriation and loss of millions of 
.:lollars in South African government funds. 
:Money used to finance an English language 
lIational Party newspaper and a loan which would 



llave been interest free to an American publi
£her. John McGoff. who was attempting to buy 
-the Washington Star. This loan was not con
.:summa ted but was a direct move to create sen-
1:iment in this country favorable to South 
.Africa. 

June 13. 1979 

President Carter has finally sent to 
Congress his national health insurance plan 
proposal. His plan now calls for $24.3 billion 
a year expenditure and will, he says, protect 
all people against devastating health bills. 
Be has added more than $3 billion to the pro
posal that he at one time decided to send to 
Congress which totalled $18.2 billion. The 
amount involved, according to the President, 
Vlould expand and combine medicare and medicaid 
as part of a new federal insurance system 
called healthcare with the overall aim of help
ing the aged, poor, near poor, disabled, mothers 
and infants and many others left unprotected 
by present health plans. The proposal calls 
£or employers to contribute an additional 
!$6.l billion so that no employee or employee's 
£amily would have to pay more than $2500 in 
anyone year for medical bills. 

National health care has been on the way 
now for some five years and one form or another 
~ill be adopted by Congress because no longer 
can you be seriously ill in this country. Such 
illness simply wipes out your holdings and it 
simply is devastating as far as middle class 
people are concerned. 

We are still on the Department of Education 
bi.ll and yesterday, many amendments were offered 
~hich would, if adopted, place the bill in a 
position where it probably can be defeated. 
Busing amendments were added, prayer in the 
schools was added and an amendment is pending 
concerning the Panama Canal and one on abortion;' 
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anyt hing to make this bill unpalatable so 
t ha tit can be defeated. It seems to me now 
that an amendment should be offered that 
comb ine all of the disagreeable problems 
that we have and this amendment would pro
vide in substance that no abortions can be 
performed on buses on the way to the Panama 
Canal without prayer. 

John Wayne died yesterday. He was 
an American Folk hero by virtue of many films 
in which he lived bigger, shot straighter 
and loomed larger than any man in real life 
ever could. He had a number of operations 
recently and died of cancer. His films 
earned about $700 million and for 25 con
secutive years he was listed among the 
top ten box office attractions of American 
films. 

Another record will now go into the 
Guinness Book of World Records. A 26-year 
old biologist cyclist and hang glider 
enthusist from California by the name of 
Bryan Allen, made the first man-powered 
flight across the English Channel by ped- . 
dling at a furious rate, a flimsy, polyester
bodied designed object with a long propeller 
in front, across the English Channel. This 
plane-like object had a wing span of 96 
feet and weighs 60 pounds. He flew from 
10 to 30 feet above the Channel and crossed 
at about 8 miles per hour. This 22-mile 
flight broke his world distance record 
previously established and won for the 
1llaker 0 f the plane and for himself a $200,000 
prize. 

In the case before the Senate Ethics 
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Commit tee against Senator Herman Talmadge 
of Georgia, an unusual witness appeared 
yesterday. This witness was Betty Talmadge 
who was a reluctant witness and the divorced 
wife of the Senator. Talmadge filed the 
divorce suit and it was a bitter divorce 
which required many months in the year of 
1977. When his former wife appeared before 
the Conuni.ttee yesterday, the Senator walked 
over and shook hands with the woman he had 
been married to for 35 years. His former 
wife testified that for some time, Talmadge 
kept twenty~fi.ve or thirty thousand dollars 
in one hundred dollar bills in an overcoat 
pocket which was in one of the closets in 
their apartment here in Washington and that 
when she needed money, she would simply go 
to the coat and remove a bill or two _ She 
also said that he had thousands of dollars 
in their Georgia home in a dresser drawer 
and all of this cash money is the money that 
he is accused of accepting from Georgia 
people for no reason or other. This man 
Talmadge is really something and apparently 
his former wife is just about as mean as 
he is. Several months Defore his case was 
re:eerred to the Ethics Committee he was 
i.n an alcoholic institute in California 
for several weeks and now says that he is 
on the wagon. Judging from the information 
that we have on the House side, this is 
a right shakey wagon. 

June 14, 1979 

Presi.dent Carter is on his way to 
Vienna to meet wi.th the Soviet offi.cials to 
sign the SALT II agreement. An unusual 
event took place yesterday when Secretary 
of State Cyrus Vance, at a press conference, 



severly criticized Senator Kenry Jackson 
Democra t of Washington for 'Us statements 
concerning the SALT II agreement. The 
Secretary said that Senator Jackson's charges 
of appeasement were misguided and simply 
wrong. 

This SALT II agreement will really be 
strongly contested in the Senate. 

We were in Session until midnight 
last night on the new cabinet-level Depart
ment of Education Bill and a great many 
amendments were adopted during the day and 
night and since we did not finish the Bill 
it will go over until next week. In the 
mean time, we will take up five 0 f our appro
priation bills. 

June 15, 1979 

The President has instructed the Office 
of Management and Budget to proceed immedi
ately to prepare the budget for Fiscal Year 
1981. According to my information, the 
President has said that the 1981 budget will 
be another tight budget with an increase in 
defense spending combined with little new 
money for domestic programs. Under this 
budget, there will be no major new spending 
initiatives and no tax cut proposals. The 
health insurance program that the President 
announced this week, would not begin until 
Fiscal Year 1983, and for this reason, would 
not effect the 1981 budget. This kind of a 
budget, of course, will be right controver
sial because the liberals will obj ect to 
no increase in spending in the domestic pro
grams and especially since the President 
intends to increase defense spending. If 
the President ever intends to submit a 



a balanced budget, there must be no new 
spending increases across the board and 
especially if the increases are right sizable. 
The President will have difficulty with this 
kind of a budget. 

Beginning today in Vienna, President 
Carter and Brezhnev will begin discussions 
and the President hopes to expand regular 
top-level United States and Soviet controls 
to include for the first time, meetings 
between American and Soviet defense minis
ters and military chiefs. The SALT II 
agreement is still in serious trouble in 
the Senate. 

The President will address a Joint 
Session of Congress, Monday night at9 p.m. 
He will stres s the importance of the House 
passing the Panama1 Canal Implementation 
Bill. This legislation is in serious trouble 
in the House and unless there is a change, 
it will be defeated when it is finally called 
up. When the Rule was adopted by only two 
votes majority, it was agreed that the Bill 
should go over for several weeks to give the 
President a chance to get additional votes. 
My bill on Labor-HEW is on the Calendar for 
Wednesday of next week and the Panama Canal 
Bill is also on the same day. I agreed 
yesterday to let the Panama Canal Bill go 
ahead of the Appropriations Bill. According 
to my information, a Whip check shows the 
Bill in serious trouble and calling it up 
on Wednesday, following the President's 
speech on Monday, will be no guarantee that 
the Bi.ll will pass. 

June 16, 1979 

President Carter and Soviet President 
Brezhnev will meet off and on all day today 
in Vienna. Brezhnev is 72 years old and 
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judging from tile way lie walks, talks, and 
handles himself generally, he must have suf
fered one or more heart attacks. So far the 
Soviet President has made no statement public
ly, but President Carter upon arriving made a 
public statement and has talked to the press 
off and on since he has been in Vienna. This 
morning, general world-,:,ide policy will be 
discussed, and then thls afternoon, the 
meeting will be confined to the complex prob
lems of the SALT II negotiations. Problems 
concerning a SALT III Treaty will also be 
discussed, but the SALT II Treaty is the one 
that will go before the Senate in the next 
two days. 

We continue to have lines at all of the 
service stations in the city of Washington, 
and a number of unusual events have taken 
place. Over in Virginia at one of the service 
stations, a man pulled his car around a number 
of others and was almost in line in front of 
the pump when two other men got out of their 
cars and told him that he had to move back 
in his place; but the man completely ignored 
them. One of these gentlemen went back to 
his car and unlocked his gas cap and took it 
up to the man's car unscrewing his regular 
cap and locked his cap on. A few minutes 
later, the man who was out of line got to the 
pump and the attendant in discovering that he 
had a locked cap asked him for the key. The 
man, not knowing that they had substituted 
caps, said to the attendant that he did not 
have a locked gas cap. The attendant said 
"you do now". Since he could not kick it off 
or wish it away, he had to move along. I 
presume somewhere along the line he has been 
to a garage to get this cap off his car. It 
seems that hogs and rude people never learn. 



:More gas is being consumed this summer 
than was consumed las t surrrrner, and we have this 
serious shortage confronting us. We require 
a lot of gas in this country. Since for the 
first time in the history of our country, we 
h.ave exceeded the 100 million mark in auto
mobiles. The actual amount recently based in 
registrations as of July 1, 1978, shows that 
'Ne have 102.9 million cars in use in this 
country today. General Motors Corporation 
accounted for 45.5 percent or 46.8 million 
cars. Ford Motor Company had 23.7 percent 
or 24.3 million cars, and Chrys ler had 13.9 
?ercent or 14.3 million cars. 

June 19, 1979 

About eight hours after signing the 
Sal t II Treaty with Brezhnev, President Carter 
addressed a Joint Session of Congress. After 
eight hours in flight back to this country 
:rom Vienna, of course, he was bone weary 
and certainly looked the part. He made a 
good speech, setting forth the urgency of 
the approval by the Senate of the Salt II 
Treaty agreement, pointing out the dangers 

-vhich might develop if the Treaty is not 
signed or if it is amended by radical amend-

'][\ents. After speaking, and on his way out of 
the House, be stopped and shook hands with 

'][\e as he has done on a number of occasions, 
and if my mother was still alive, she would 

:lave said this morning "I know you were there 
liecause I saw you on television." When she 
.!id not see me, even at the age of 89 before 
::;he died, she seemed to think that I was not 
~resent. I would explain to her that with 
elver 800 in the Chamber, it was difficult at 
~imes to see just where I was sitting. She 
~ould have been well p leased last night. 

'The gasoline situation is still serious 
Elere in Washington and an odd-even gasoline 
sales plan is set to begin here Thursday. If 
I:hc date is even and your last number of your 
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license plate is even, you can purchase 
gasoline. If the date is an odd number 
and the last number of your license plate 
is an odd number, then it is your turn. I 
do hope that this situation is soon corrected 
because there are a lot of mad people not 
only here, but throughout the United States. 

We have the Agriculture Appropriations 
Bill on the floor this afternoon and we have 
been advised that another tobacco amendment 
will be offered which could prove to be serious. 
Each year now, for a number of years, we have 
had to fight tobacco amendments to keep from 
having the tobacco program completely des
troyed. As Chairman of the Labor-Health, 
Education and Welfare Appropriations, I am 
making every effort to see that not only in 
cancer res earch, but throughout the Bill, 
we have adequate funding to help us determine 
what causes cancer and how it can be cured. 
This is the way it should be and in the end, 
we probably will discover that there are many 
things that cause cancer and especially since 
we have at least 100 kinds of cancer. In 
our Bill that we are presenting for Labor
HEW, we have $961,158,000 for cancer. We 
exceeded the budget by $24,200,000 because 
we are concerned about cancer. This will be 
a long day and then when we take up the 
Labor-HEW Appropriations Bill, we may not 
only consume the day, but most of the night. 

June 20, 1979 

We presented and passed the Agricul
ture Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year 1980. 
We were exceedingly fortunate with amendments 
and especially with an amendment which if 
offered, by a new Representative from Calif-
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ornia, by the name of Shumway, would have been 
serious. This amendment would have removed 
£rom the Bill, all money pertaining to 
tobacco and if adopted, would have killed 
the tobacco program. We out-talked him and 
he only made a five minute speech, setting 
forth his views, instead of offering his 
amendment. I made a short speech and here 
is what I said: 

MR. CHAIRMAN, The Subcommittee on 
Agriculture, Rural Development and Related 
Agencies Appropriations once again brines 
to the Floor of the House for your approval, 
the Annual Appropriations Bill for Fiscal 
Year 1980. 

Only 4% of the people in this country 
are engaged in agriculture and these are 
the people who feed and clothe the other 96% 
of our population. 

A great many of our young people on 
our farms have no chance to get started in 
agriculture unless they either inherit a 
farm or succeed in borrowing a large sum of 
money to invest in land which is adequate 
for a liVing. 

Our farmer knows how to produce and 
today our country is the world's largest 
exporter of food to the other nations of the 
world. If our country is to survive and 
prosper, we must continue to be interested 
in and to assist when necessary, our custo
dians of the natural resources in this coun
try. It is imperative that we reforest our 
lands, protec tour watersheds and conserve 
the soil and water in this country. We mus t 
leave to the future generations a fertile 
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land and a land sufficient to produce food 
for our people. 

The per capita income of the non-farm 
population in this country in 1978 was $6,665 
and the per capita income for the farm pop
ulation was $6,050, which is some 9.2% less. 
The income to our farmers in 1978 was $28.1 
billion which is an increase of $8 billion 
over 1977 but when you adjust for inflation, 
since 1967, the net income was only $14.5 
billion or $3.2 billion higher than in 1977. 

The assets invested in agriculture 
today exceed those of any of the next ten 
largest industries. Agriculture employs 
more workers than any other major industry 
and in fact, employs 23 times the number of 
people employed in the coal and oil industry 
and 5 times more than the number employed 
in the automobile industry. Agriculture is 
one of the major markets for the products of 
labor and industry. Agriculture spends more 
for equipment than any of the other large 
industries. It uses more steel in a year 
than is used for a year's output of passenger 
cars. It uses more petroleum products than 
any other industry in this county. It uses 
more rubber each year than is required to 
produce tires for 6 million automobiles. Its 
inventory of machinery and equipment exceeds 
the assets of the steel industry and is 5 
times that of the automobile industry. 

The American farmer is entitled to a 
fair share of our nation's income. The Amer
ican farmer does not receive enough money for 
his commodities. 

The debt of the American Farmer has 
increased 16% in 1978 over 1977 whichis a 
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record increase. The total farm debt is 
expec ted to reach $l36 billion in 1979. This 
is equal to about 5 years of net farm earn
ings wi th no provisions made for taxes and 
other farm expenses. The heavy debt carried 
by the farmers is due in part to the highly 
inflated cost of farm land. About 55% of the 
total debt owed by the American farmer in 1979 
is for farm land purchased in recent years. 

Tobacco is produced in 118 of the 120 
counties in Kentucky. This is the major cash 
crop 0 f the Kentucky farmer. Again this 
year, MR. CHAIRMAN, the Department of Agri
cuI ture attempted to reduce crop production 
research for tobacco. Last year, an attempt 
was made to reduce this type of research in 
the sum of $3,106,000 and I made the request 
that this amount be restored and it was re
stored by our subcommittee. In the budget 
request for Fiscal Year 1980, a request was 
again made to reduce crop production research 
by $1, 229,600. In addition, graders were to 
be reduced under the budget request and the 
amount requested to continue our program 
at the same level as in 1979 called for the 
restoration of $144,000. We restored this 
amount to the hill. If tobacco is harmful 
to the health of our people, we want to do 
something about it in Kentucky and this is 
why we stepped up our tobacco research pro
gram in 1958. At that time, I secured the 
necessary funding for additional research 
at the University of Kentucky and at other 
locations in our country and in addition, 
we constructed, at state cost, in Lexington, 
Kentucky, a tobacco research facility. Cer
tainly the contents of tobacco, the questions 
involving nicotine and tar should be inves
tiga ted and for this reason there should be 



- _.u, I j I -

no reduction in crop production research for 
tobacco. The $1,229,600 and the $144,000 
were restored. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, in going back to the 
question of production by t~e American farmer, 
it is right unusual when you are advised that 
in our country, crop productivity per acre 
has doubled and livestock output increased 
130% in the past 47, decades. Now, one hour's 
farm labor produces 8 times more than in 1921. 
Man hours needed to produce 100 bushels of 
wheat declined from 106 hours in 1914 to 6 
hours today. Research and development in 
agriculture have contributed directly to a 
50% increase in farm output over the last 
20 years to a 25', decrease in the real cost 
of food and fiber over the Past 15 years. 
Therefore, MR. CHAIRMAN, it is imperative to 
the consumer and to the economy generally in 
this country that the most efficient and pro
ductive segment of our economy be permitted 
to produce and prosper. 

. In the bill that we present today, MR. 
CHAIRMAN, we recommend under Title I, for 
agriCul ture programs, $4,840,000,000. Under 
Ti tIe I I, which is the Rural Development 
Program, we recommend $2,142,000,000. For 
Ti tle I I I, which consists of the Domestic 
Food Programs, we recommend $10,434,000,000. 
For Ti tl e IV, which pertains to the Inter
national Programs, we recommend $778,000. 
Under Ti tl e V, which provides funding for 
the related agencies, we recommend $337,000,000 

MR.. CHAIRMAN, for agricultural research 
we reconunend $363,142,000. This is an in
crease 0 f $ 24,726,000 over the 1979 appro
priatior1 and $18,270, 000 over the 1980 
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budget es timate. 

:For our Cooper ati ve Research Program, 
we recommend $178,317,000 which is $3,132 000 
over the 1979 appropriation. ' 

MR. GRAUMAN, during the hearings, not 
only with the Secretary, but with the Ex
tension Agency, I insisted that we increase 
the amount for Extension and that just for 
a change, more attention be given to Exten
sion. For a period of 10 years now reduc
tions have been made when the budget was 
submitted for Ex;tension and efforts have 
been made to minimize the importance of 
this agency. This, to me, is a serious mis
take because this is the agency that carries 
the message to the American farmer. The 
amount requested for Extension was $259,227,000 
and we recommend $285,835,000. This is an 
increase of $14,436,000 over the 1979 appro
priation and $26,608,000 over the 1980 
budget request. 

In this bill, we recommend the sum of 
$237,583, 000 for Animal and Plant Health 
Inspecion Service. This is $5,442,000 over 
the 1979 appropriation and $16,607,000 over 
the 1980 estimate. 

For Food Safety and Quality Service, 
we recommend $278,430,000 which is $7,326 000 
over the 1979 appropriation. ' 

For our Agricultural Marketing Service, 
we recommend $43,302,000. This is $1,800,000 
over the 1979 appropriation. 

We recoIIlIllend, MR. CHAIRMAN, the sum 
of $3,059,819,000 for reimbursement for 
net realized losses for the Commodity Gredit 



Corpor-ation. This is $2,065,280,000 over 
the - 1979 ap:propriation. 

~e 7ecornmend the sum of $300,000,000 
for Rural [Hater and Waste Disposal Grants. 
In additia, MR. CHAIRMAN, we recommend in 
this b:i.ll new budget obligational authority 
of $850.000.000 for electric loans for REA 
and $250,000,000 for telephone loans. For 
our Soil Conservation Service, we recolIlIllend 
a total of $512,314,000. For Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation Service, we 
recOIlIIIlend $235,000,000. For our Special Milk 
Program we recommend $142,000,000. For the 
Food Stamp Program, we reconnnend $6,188,000,000. 
For the Needy Family Programs, we recommend 
$39,790,000. For the Elderly Feeding Pro
grams we recommend $50,500,000. For Agri
cultural Stabilization and Conservation Ser
vice Salaries and Expenses, we recolIlIllend 
$190,586,000. For Administrative and Oper
ating costs for the Federal Crop Insurance 
Corporation, we recommend $12,000,000. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, this is a good bill and 
our Committee on Appropriations recommends 
it to the Members of the House. 

If our country is to survive and pros
per, certa:nly we must continue to be 
interested in and to assist when necessary, 
the custodians of the natural resources of 
our country. 

fftfHJiHHffNffflM1HNfiNNF 

June 21, 1979 

We had a secret sess ion of the House 
of Representatives yesterday. The Panama 
Canal Imp Jernentation Bill is before the 
House and by agreement, the secret session 
was heJd fir one hour, beginning at 20 minute:: 
to one ancextending to 20 minutes to two 
yesterdaya£ternoon. Only the Members and 



the elected officials of the Hom,e were 
present and everyone else was excluded. 
During the secret session, facts were pre
sented concerning gun running, connnunism and 
participation by Panama in Nicaragua and 
other countries throughout Latin America 
and South America. The information sub-
mi tted was true but it is information that 
we have read about many times in the news
papers throughout this country. Members 
of the mi.li tary were quoted and several 
of the Members of the Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries Committee journeyed to Panama 
during the past year and they, in turn, 
secured information which was submitted 
at the secret session. When the hour was 
over, a motion was made that all evidence 
subIIlitted be released immediately to the 
Press since it was information that was 
really not of a secret nature. Since this 
was the first secret session that has been 
held in many years, releasing the information 
would have been anything but constructive 
and it was agreed that none would be released. 

The last time a secret session of Con
gress was held was on May 27, 1830 and this 
secret session began at 5 p.m. and continued 
to 8:30 p.m. The debate underway during 
the secret session pertained to amending 
acts relating to commercial intercourse 
between the United States and Great Britain. 
None have been held since that time, up 
until yesterday. 

During the time John W. McCormack of 
Massachusetts was Speaker, we had a session 
which lasted all night long and during this 
session, the Speaker, acting under the 
authority vested in him and under the House 
Rules, ordered that the House Chamber doors 
be locked and those Members inside had to 
stay inside; those who had been warned with 
an hour's notice, who were sti.ll on the out
side of the Ch,qrnber. had to remain ollts{d", 
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the Ch amber. The Speaker was acting under 
the Ru le of the House which provides that 
if it is clearly established that dilatory 
tactic s are being used to prevent a quorum 
from being present, then once a quorum is 
established, the Speaker can immediately 
order that the doors be locked. The Repub
lican :Party was making a play to kill a 
bill and constant quorum calls were demanded 
and iIllIIlediately after a quorum was secured 
enough of the Members would disappear sud-' 
denly So that a quorum was not present. We 
had quite an argument over the operation 
under the Rules used by the Speaker, but 
John McCormack remained firm and the doors 
were locked. 

Every so often, we really act up in 
the House of Representatives. 

The Panama Canal bill is still before 
the House and the crucial vote yesterday 
concerning money and the giving up of the 
land failed on a roll call vote of 220 to 
200. It now appears that this bill will 
pass somewhere by a majority of between 
20 to 50. 

June 22, 1979 

We are now about two weeks behind on 
our appropriation bills. The new Depart
ment of Education legislation has been 
draggi ng now for two weeks and the Panama 
Canal :B:i.ll, along wi th the deregulation 
legisl adon, consumed more time than we 
expect ed. The Panama Canal legislation 
was apJlroved 224 to 202 and I voted against 
the )i n. 

r:ne civil war continues in Nicaragua 
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and yes terday Secretary of State, Cyrus 
R. Vance caLled upon the President of 
Nicaragua, Anastasio Somoza to resign. In 
fact, he made a speech to a meeting of the 
organization of American States with all 
of the minis ters present and urged that a 
political so lution be reached innnediately. 
Bill Stewart, an ABC correspondent, was 
brutally murdered in Nicaragua, day before 
yesterday. He was ordered to lie down on 
the ground and after complying, was shot 
in the head and killed. 

June 23, 1979 

The President is planning a trip to 
Japan, South Korea and to Hawaii. He seems 
to do much better after days of stress, to 
travel some. Since he has been President 
after fighting with the Congress for days' 
on end, he then will go into one of the 
states and have a town hall meeting and this 
seems to relieve a lot of his tension. 

The Pre sident. during the past ten days, 
has several accomplishments that he can be 
proud of; notwithstanding the fact that 
the gas lines are longer and the independent 
truckers are blocking truck stops and service 
stations in their campaign to bring about a 
reduction in the price of diesel fuel and 
more supply. In a number of states, the 
Governors have called out the National Guard. 
In Kentucky, GDvernor Carroll has called out 
the National Guard to open up a number of 
roads, servi ce stations and terminals blocked 
by truckers. M:ost of this action is in the 
Fifth Congressional District around Russell 
Springs and SOllerset. For several days, 
the terminals and storage plants in Daviess 
County were b locked and finally the threat 
of calling out the National Guard cleared 
the situation. 



)a.lt II and Panama were distinct 
victorl es for the President even though 
both Ja. -ve been seriously contested and 
Salt II will be argued considerably more 
before the Treaty is approved. Panama is 
so controversial that it definitely will 
be an L s sue in the election next year and 
especially in a grea~ many Congressional 
DistrictS. The Presldent, of course, will 
have no coattails upon which any Member can 
ride and this means that everyone will have 
to struggle separately, hoping for the best. 
The American' s for Democratic Action, which 
is the ul tra:-l~beral group in this country, 
are deeply dJ.vJ.ded over just how far to go 
in condenming President Carter. A great 
many Members of this organization are of 
the opinion that Jimmy Carter is a one-way 
ticket to defeat and a trip to a party 
bankrupt of principles and devoid of office 
holders in 1980. Almost daily we read about 
another group that has set up headquarters 
which is an organization to draft Kennedy. 
A new one was formed this week in New Hamp
shire and a woman by the name of Dudley 
Dudley, who is a member of the Governor's 
Executive Council, is one of the chief 
organizers of this effort and she was 
quoted this week at the ADA Convention of 
sayinz that she had received pledges of 
$250, DOD for a Kennedy write-in campaign in 
the state. Under federal election laws, 
spendilg for the Primary in New Hampshire 
is liJDited to about $265,000. The pledges 
totalling $250,000 come close to the limit 
that may be expended and shows, of course 
a lot of displeasure insofar as President' 
Carter is concerned. 

Wring the past t en days, a poll was 
taken oy the Washington Post of former 
Repub:ican Delegates to the National Con
vent:iC'l. Seven questions were asked. lVith 
a rat::lg of from 0 to 10, wi th 10 being the 
most :al'ora:,le, the po 11 showed the Presi-



dent's chances of winning the Democratic 
nomination in 1980 at 6.6; his chances of 
winning the general election, 4.1; his coat
tail e:fec t for other Democratic candidates, 
2.3; the integrity you seek in a President, 
4.3; b:s leadership qualities, 2.3; his 
handling 0 f the economy 1. 7 and his handling 
of the energy problem, 1. 6. 

Former De legates to the Democratic Con
vention rated Ronald Reagan at 43%; John 
Connolly at 16%; George Bush at 11%; Philip 
Crane at 7% and Howard Baker at 6%. I be
lieve that the early polls do show Reagan 
as the favorite for 1980, but I do not agree 
that Howard Baker is a 6 percenter. He is 
much further up the line than that and in 
my opinion, is running neck and neck with 
John Connolly. with Reagan in the lead just 
a little. 

In 1976. Reagan emphatically stated 
that he would not accept a Vice Presidential 
nomination and would only take the top nomi
nation. Recently. upon being questioned 
again about this acceptance of the Vice 
Presidential nomination, Reagan said that 
he did not know how anyone could refuse 
to accept the Vice Presidential nomination 
i.n 1980. 

In the House. we have three Wilsons; 
Bob Wilson of California, a long-term 
Member of the Armed Services Commi:tee; 
Charles Wilson of California, another 
long-term Member of the Armed Services 
Committee; we also have Wilson of Texas, who 
is a Jo'ember of the Appropriations Committee 
and Ihe new Chairman of the Subcommittee on 
the District of Columbia Budget--two Charles 
Wilson's, one from Texas and one from Cali
fornia. In yesterday's Washington Post 
appeared a large picture of Charles Wilson 
of California and a right derogatory article 
about Ch.rles Wil son of Texas and his leader-



ship of the Conmittee on the District of 
Colum'>ia Budget. 

In thi.s morning's Washington Post 
appeared an editorial about Charles Wilson 
of Tex:as. For many years, this paper blasted 
me but in the end, had to admit some of theil: 
mistakes in rapid transit and other matters 
and since they could never put their hands 
on me, or make me do anything, they finally 
gave up. The editorial in fDday' s paper is 
enti tIed "More Cheap Shots at the District" 
and is as follows: 

"Rep. Charles Wilson of Texas is 
still having a field day at the expense of 
District of Columbia citizens. This time, 
it' s to the tune of about $125.5 mil lion- -
which is how much Mr. Wilson convinced col
leagues in the House Appropriations Committee 
to clip from the federal payment requested by 
the D. C. government and President Carter for 
the coming fiscal year. As Grand House Over
seer of D.C. Pursestrings, Mr. Wilson again 
has had some fun with his latest reminder 
of who's in charge around here. In lieu of 
money, he dishes out wisecracks that under
score a pennypinching zeal for the benefit of 
folks back home--while pointing up a crude 
disregard for the concerns of the people who 
live here. 

At one point, for example, Rep. Louis 
Stokes (D-Ohio), who's been waging a lonely 
defense of the city's budget proposals, tried 
to explain the reason behind the annual fed
eral payment. He noted that the city should 
be compensated for bearing costs associated 
wi th being the nation's capital. Mr. Wilson 
replied that the District already has--get 
this--' gifts' of federally maintained parks, 
as well as the Kennedy Center and the Nat
ional Zoo: 'The city of Lufkin (Mr. Wilson's 
horne) would like to have the zoo' he quipped. 



'The District of Columbia doesn't even 
have to :feed its own kangaroo. ' 

No, but it cert ainl y has to swallow 
a lot of insults whenever some showboating 
congressman decides to take a poke at a 
budget that jus t happens not to affect any 
of his constituents. In this instance, the 
effect of the cuts by Mr. Wilson and Co. 
would be to abolish 3,100 jobs and force 
layoffs of up to l, 600 people or to cut 
every employee's scheduled 5.5 per-cent pay 
increase in half. 

Li tt Ie wonder, then, that Mayor Barry 
says he is 'extremely disappointed with 
Congres sman Wilson's jaundiced view of the 
integri ty of the District, its citizens and 
its leadership.' Not since the bad old days 
of the Southern segregationist-controlled 
House District Committee has the lack of 
local self-government been so depressingly 
apparent. District taxpayers, as well as 
the mayor and the elected council members, 
can do little except look to the Senate for 
understanding. " 

Ron Dellums of California, one of our 
black Members, is the new Chairman of the 
District of Columbia Committee, one of our 
standing C01lllIlittees and he stopped me in 
the hall the other day to advise me that 
in the District Building, they were trying 
to put together a song that sounded somewhat 
like the old song, "Bill Bailey Won't You 
P lease COllIe Home." Ins tead of Bailey, the 
name Natcher would be used and even though 
the tune of the old song sounds good, they 
want to make sure that the song would be 
proper in every respect and were seriously 
considering using the music from "My Old 
Kentucky Borne" or"Dixie". This, of course, 
is a joke but the District officials and 
the good old Washington Post have had a right 
rude awakening. 



We.dnesday of next week has been set 
aside in the House for the consideration 
of the Labor-Health, Education and Welfare 
Appropriations Bill for Fiscal Year 1980. 
This will really be a long, hard session 
and a great many amendments will be offered 
before the bill is finally passed. This 
is a good bill and we have increased all 
of the maj or programs considerably, but a 
great many Members want to add just a little 
to certain important programs so they can 
take credit for a whole lot of what the 
Committee did in the mark up. In addition 
to the usual amendments increasing the 
amounts in the bill, we will have the aborti~ 
amendment and this ma.y consume several hours. 

We have a number of other bills under 
Suspension for Monday, but there will be no 
roll call votes until Tuesday since the 
Congressional Golf Tournament is being held 
that day. Recorded votes will take place 
on Tuesday and then we will finish up the 
HUD appropriations bill, take up next the 
addi tional authorization for food stamps 
for Fiscal Year 1979 and next, Sanctions 
on Zimbabwe-Rhodesia. The leadership ex
pects to finish all of this on Monday and 
Tuesday and with the House meeting at 10 a.m. 
on Wednesday, we then start on our bill. 
Three other appropriation bills are to be 
cons1.dered on Thursday and Friday, along 
wi th several other minor pieces of legis
lation. 

June 25, 1979 

For the firs t time, I am seriously 
concerned about President Carter's success 
in obtaining the nomination for re-election 
next year. The polls this weekend show him 
to be considerably below Senator Kennedy 
and the American's for Democratic Action 
1\nnual ConvEntion, which was held here in 
;lashington, unanimously endorsed SenaLor 



Kenne dy for the nomination next vear. 
Speaker after speaker said that if Presi
dent Carter was nominated, there would be 
two Repub licans running next year instead 
of a Democrat md a Republican. One speaker 
wen t on to say that Carter is the most con
servative Democrat that has occupied the 
White House since the days of Grover Cleve
land. The ADA only has some 55,000 Members, 
but they are scattered across the country 
and even though they are ultra-liberal, 
some of the men and women in this group 
are well known and are people with ability. 

Here in Washington, it was recently 
said that it is no great trick to make 
Jimmy Carter out to be sometimes foolish, 
hypocritical, mi sleading and even untruth
ful. The President seems to set himself up 
for cheap shots as well as honest criticism 
by his pious manner and his professions of 
purity. 

The President is now in Tokyo for a 
meeting with rep :resentatives of the industrial 
countries, at wh:ich time fue energy crisis will 
be discussed. This conference, of course, 
will not amount to much and will only re
emphasize the fact that we do have an energy 
crisis and it is serious. This weekend, 
while the President was away, the Governors 
of several states had to call out the National. 
Guard to settle the trucker's strike which 
has just about stopped the shipment of 40% 
of food and perishables over the trucker's 
complaint!; of no diesel fuel and the price 
that they have to pay. Long lines continue 
at the service stations and the President 
is no" in Tokyo. 

The United L"ransportation Union, hold
ing its annual cc:.nvention in Miami Beach 
this weekend, voe ed 2 to 1 for Kennedy over 
Carter. Kennedy received 652 votes and 
Carter received 3 02. 
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To add still to the President's 
plight, Senate Democratic Leader Robert 
Byrd, said yesterday he will fly to Moscow 
this week to tell Soviet leaders the Senate 
does not feel obliged to ratify Salt II 
just because of Brezhnev's warnings. The 
Senator went on to say that he reflected 
the views of the Senate and that it is not 
helpful for the Soviet Union to issue state
ments about dire actions that might follow 
if the Senate refuses to ratify the agree
ment or to amend it in any way. 

President Carter is in more serious 
trouble at this time from the standpoint 
of re-election than at any time since he 
has been in the White House and there is 
a feeling in the House that a great many 
Members in close districts will be defeated 
if they run on the same ticket with Carter. 
This has brought about a feeling of unrest 
and may be just enough to tilt the world 
against Carter. If the President succeeds 
wi th the energy crisis to the extent that 
a plan is finally agreed upon which will 
work and the economy is better. he may pull 
back, but there will have to be moves which 
will generate confidence instead of despair 
among the people. 

The National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People held its 
annual meeting in Louisville this past week
end and the Executive Director said that the 
blacks may have to support President Carter 
next year even though most blacks don't like 
him. He went on to say that he thought 
President Carter was taking advantage of 
the black people, but with the Republicans 
acting as they are in regard to their 
propo sed candidates, the black people have 
no place to go but to Carter unless Senator 
Kenne dy decides to run. If this takes place. 
the Executive Director believes that 60% 
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of the people in this country would go 
for Senator Kennedy. 

June 26, 1979 

Las t year in our Appropda tions Bill fOl 
the Departments of Labor-HEW, we carried a 
provision that provided for a billion dollar 
reduction in Health, Education and Welfare. 
For months now, Secretary Joe Califano of 
HEW has been making speeches to the effect 
that in his Department, the government has 
been losing $7 billion a year as the result 
of fraud, abuse and negligence in making 
payments, so on our Committee, we accepted 
his challenge. We gaid in our Bill and 
report, that $1 billion must be reduced and 
this would be a good start. Califano is in 
China traveling around this week and his 
Under Secretary, Hale Champion, advised him 
that the Justice Department and the Comp
troller General had both ruled Congress meant 
what it said and no longer could he shy away 
from making the billion dollar reduction. 
HEW is really up in the air today and, of 
course, has selected to make the reduction 
in places where the people will complain 
the most. The reduction will be made in 
the Medicaid program and in the Aid to De
pendent Children program. Some of the States 
have said that if these reductions are made 
they will immediately file suit in Federal ' 
Court. Califano had better come home. 

The President is still in Tokyo and the 
gas lines and the situation at the pumps 
through out this country, is becomeing more 
serious. Yesterday in Moscow, Foreign Mini
ster Gromyko flatly rejected any attempt to 
renegotia te the SAC.T II Treaty if it is 
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rejecte d or <lmended by the Uni ted States 
Senate. As soon as the Soviet Union was 
advised that Majority Leader Byrd of the 
Senate would travel to Moscow this week to 
explain the position of the Senate, Gromyko 
made his announcement, both in English and 
Russian. I irnmagine that the President 
knew that this was to be made long before 
the Foreign Minister acted. 

Yesterday in the Senate, when the 
Supplemental Appropriations Bill was called 
up, the billion dollar reduction was dis
cussed and Senator Magnuson of Washington, 
the Chairman of the Appropriations Committee 
said that this last minute business does not 
belong on a Supplemental Bill and eventhough 
Senators Moynihan and Javits of New York . 
spoke briefly about the seriousness of the 
billion dollar reduction, no amendments were 
offered or changes proposed in the Supple
mental Bill. 

Our people all around the world in 
leadership assignments appear to be in danger. 
General Alexander Haig, Supreme Commander 
of NATO just barely escaped death yesterday 
when a bomb was detonated under a small bridge 
in Belgium as his car drove over the bridge. 
The rear bumper and the rear end of his car 
was damaged a:ld the next car behind the 
General's sedan was demolished and those in 
this car, right seriously injured. 

For a noober of years before he died, 
Hr. Rayburn, the man who served longer than 
anyone else for Speaker, said that after he 
gave up the assignment, he hoped that several 
of us in the ~ous e would have the opportu-
1ity to serve as Speaker. When requested to 
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name those he thought should serve, without 
any hE'si ta tion he named, Richard Bolling of 
Missouri, Wilbur Mills of Arkansas, Oren 
Harris of Arkansas, Tad Walter of Pennsylvania 
and !li11 Natcher of Kentucky. He would name 
us on any occasion when he was talking about 
future Speakers and each time he would always 
name Richard Bolling of Kansas City first. 
Dick Bolling is an able Member of the House 
and so was Wilbur Mills at one time. Several 
others have served as Speaker, but so far 
several of us have not served. Some who have 
served after Mr. Rayburn passed on, were 
never mentioned. 

In today' s Washington Post, there is a 
picture of Dick Bolling, holding his gavel 
in the Rules Committee Room. He is now the 
Chairman of the Rule s Committee and the 
article under this picture is as follows: 

"Rep. Richard Bolling (D-Mo.) chair-
1llan of the House Rules Committee, has entered 
:Bethesda Naval Hospi tal voluntarily for treat-
1llent of an alcohol problem, his office annou
ced yesterday. 

Bolling, 63 entered the hospital last 
week and is in the s arne kind of alcohol treat
ment program that President Carter's brother 
Billy Carter, former First Lady Betty Ford 
and Sen. Herman E. Talmadge (D-Ga.) underwent 
at the Navy's Long Beach, Calif., hospital. 
:J:e is expected to be released and return to 
;;'ork in about five weeks. 

Friends say Bolling's problem with alco
:1.01 surfaced only in the last few months, and 
~hey blamed it on a series of setbacks in the 
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1 as t few years. 

In 197' Bolling lost a closely contested 
race for the majority leadership. Nine months 
later he suffered a heart attack. Last Au
gust, his wife, Jim Grant Bolling, who had 
masterminded the majority leader race and 
acted as a political sounding board for him, 
died suddenly of a heart attack at the age of 
50. About two months later his aged mother 
died. Recently an old back injury flared up. 

Friends said Bolling began drinking on 
weekends at his Eastern Shore home. Most of 
the House staff and members were unaware of 
the problem. "I didn't even know he drank," 
one leadership staff member said. "He's 
always been bright, hard-working as hell and 
dedica ted and I didn't notice any change. If 
he needs help, maybe I need it, too." 

Rep. Gillis Long (D-La). Bolling' s 
closest friend in the House, said yesterday: 
"Bolling has a unique ability to look at a 
problem and take a long-range approach. He 
wants to solve the problem before it gets 
serious. 

"I visited him and he's in first-class 
condi t ion. I admire his courage in dealing 
wi th the problem in his usual straight
forward manner. " 

After 30 years in Congress, Bolling 
became chairman of the Rules Committee in 
January. A highly respected, tough-minded 
liberal, Bo lling frequently led fights for 
the leadership on the House floor. He already 
had succeeded in turning the once-balky 
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commi ttee into one that cooperated with the 
Democ ra tic leadership. 

Friends say Bolling had a drinking pro
b lem once before, in the early . 60' s after 
the death of his mentor, Speaker Sam Rayburn. 
In that period, Bolling also lost his first 
attempt to become majority leader and went 
through a traumatic divorce. From that time 
until recently, friends said, he had been "on 
the wagon." In May, Bolling was married for 
the third time, to Dr. Prudence Orr 0 f Mem
phis." 

June 27, 1979 

We passed the synthetic fuels bill 
ye s terday . This bill was from the COnnIli t tee 
on Banking, Finance and Urban Affairs and 
extended for one year the authority of the 
Defense Production Act of 1950 and further 
amended the Act to provide specific author
ities for the startup through a joint Govern
ment-private industry effort, of the pro
duction of synthetic fuels and synthic chem
ical feedstocks for national defense pur
poses. This bill directs the President to 
attempt to achieve a national production 
goal of at least 500,000 barrels per day 
crude oil, equivalent of synthetic fuels and 
synthetic chemical feedstocks within five 
years of the effective date of the amendments. 
The effective date in the bill is October 1, 
1979 and the bill authorizes appropriations 
of $2 billion to implement the achievement 
of this goal. The President is authorized 
to is sue contracts for the purchase of or 
commitment to purchase, for Government use 
or resale, such fuels and chemical feedstocks_ 



- _V,I)) -

This is another milestone in the history 
of this country and development of a syn
thetic fuel program is our only answer to 
the energy crisis confronting us today. 

We are all set to go on the Labor-HEW 
Appropriations Bill today and if we can hold 
down the amendments, the President will sign 
the Bill. If the House goes wild, this Bill 
will be vetoed. 

June 28, 1979 

Shortly after 12: 30 last night, the 
House passed the $232 billion Labor-HEW Bill 
on a vote of 327 to 84. We held the Bill 
in line and the abortion amendment that we 
carry in this Bill was sustained. Over 80 
amendments were offered and we had to fight 
on everyone of them. Most of the amendments 
increased the Bi11 and since this Bill has 
been vetoed 7 times, it would have been in 
line again for a veto if a11 of the increases 
were approved. 

Finally Muhammad Ali has retired as 
heavyweight champion of the world. He is 
noW 37 years old and is the first champion 
who has succeeded in losing the championship 
and retaining it three times. He now admits 
that since he is 37 years old, he is too old 
to continue with the young ones. He went on 
in his amiable style, to say when he was 26 
he could chew up and spit out anything that 
walked on two legs. 

Israel and Syria have clashed on the 
border line between the countries and this 
is the first time in over five years that 
this has happened. Israel was set to knock 



out Palestinian strongholds that are causing 
trouble with bombs in Israel and Syria was 
pro tee ting its land even though they knew 
the Palestinians were holding forth on their 
land and causing trouble in Israel. Several 
jet planes were knocked out of the sky and 
this caused quite a commotion around the 
world. 

Senator Howard Baker. Republican of 
Tennessee is now actively campaigning for 
the Presidency- and yesterday said that he 
would actively oppose the new SALT Treaty 
because of Soviet threats and the Admini
stration's refusal to accept amendments, At 
a press conference yesterday, Baker said 
that he had been repeatedly rebuffed in his 
attempts to work with the Administration on 
the Treaty amendments he says would be 
necessary for his support and Senate rati
facation. 

We have up the Rhodesian question 
today in the House. along with the wind 
fall tax emergency legislation and then we 
will adjourn late tonight for a nine-day 
July Fourth recess. 

June 29. 1979 

We finally finished up last night on 
the Rhodesia Resolution and the wind fall 
profi ts tax. The House weakened the wind 
fall tax bill cons iderably and the price 
of gasoline continues to go up. Gasoline 
is selling for almos t a dollar a gallon now 
and .1thin a few weeks will be over a dollar 
a gallon. 

On the Rhodesia amendment, the House 
agreed to let :President Carter determine 
t-rhen to 1 ift economic sanctions against 
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia. The vote was 350 to 37. 



FroTIl tme to time I write a letter to 
my grandchild-ren which is not so much about 
the governmelt t and our country generally. 
My las t Ie tte r pertained to the new dollar 
whi ch is to be issued in July. This letter 
is as fo Ilows : 

In July, we will have a new dollar 
in circulation. For the first time in the 
his tory of our country, an American woman is 
to be honored by placing the profile of 
Sus an B. Anthony on the coin. 

Miss Anthony was an early crusader for 
equal rights for women and a pioneer in the 
drive to win for women the right to vote. 
In 1920 her life-long work culminated in 
the ratification of the 19th Amendment to 
the Constitution, giving nationwide suffrage 
to women. 

For the first time, a portrait of an 
American woman, rather than a symbolic woman 
will appear on a circulating United States 
coin. On the reverse side of the coin is a 
symbolic eagle of Apollo 11 landing on the 
moon. If you will remember, the Apollo 11 
spacecraft was christened "The Eagle" and 
landed on the moon at Tranquility Base on 
July 2[), 1969. In tribute to the first 
landing; on the moon, this design originally 
appeared on de Eisenhower Dollar coin which 
was first circulated in 1971 and with the last 
Eisenh()wer DolLar minted in the year 1977. 
Enclosed is a ~icture of the new Silver Dol
lar to be issued in July and I believe this 
coin will 'le OIle of the most successful coins 
ever ci rcu~a ted in this country. The new 
dollar coin will be easy to carry with other 
coins since it i.s just a little larger than 
the quarter and a Ii ttle smaller than the 
hal:f -dol:ar. I£ this coin is successful, it 
will take the ,lace of a great many worn and 
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tern paper dollars and they can then be 
removed from circulation. 

In fact, if you save your pennies, you 
will soon have dollars and the new dollar 
will be small enough that you can just carry 
a whole pocketful around at any time and it 
will not be like carrying the old fashioned 
large Silver Dollar. 

In speaking of the good work performed 
by Susan B. Anthony in obtaining the vote 
for women, I sometimes wonder if this was 
really good for our country. You know, your 
Grandmother votes and she now has that right 
since Mis s Susan B. Anthony performed her 
wonderful work, but I have never believed 
that she votes the way I tell her to each 
time. Sometimes, I actually believe she 
goes into the voting booth and cancels out 
my vote. Do you believe that your Grand
mother would do this occassionally? 

Seriously speaking, the right to vote 
for women is one of the great Amendments in 
our Constitution and should have been there 
many, many years before it was finally 
adopted. Now, since I have said this, if 
your Grandmother reads this letter, she has 
to feel much better. 

I hope this letter finds you well and 
happy and with lets of love, I am 

Your Grandfather, 

We start our Fourth of July Recess 
today and we do not have to return until 
Monday. July 9. I will go home and during 
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this period, hope to fish two or three days, 
I will speak in Anderson County at the annual 
REA Co -op meeting and another engagement 
that I have is in Bardstown, at My Old Ken
tucky Home. which will be attended by Pres-
i den t Carter, the Governor of the State, and 
a number of the district and county officials, 

We have a few Members in the House that 
are real demagogues, Probably the biggest 
demagogue in the House is the very rich lady 
from New Jersey, Mrs. Fenwick. She has 
several million dollars and from time to time 
in a very pious manner, she rises up and says 
that we are spending our country into bank
ruptcy and then she draws a breath and says 
that the way we treat the poor people in 
this country and around the world is simply 
disgraceful. She has a little skit that she 
tries to put on each day in the House and 
when she's finished, she always looks up 
at the press gallery. 

Another big demagogue in the House is 
Richard Kelly from Florida. He is a former 
County Court Judge and a very pious man who 
always is jumping up and down inquiring as 
to where the money is coming from. He con
tinues to say that we are bankrupt and should 
stop spending so much money. Both Kelly 
and Mrs. Fenwick are Republicans and Mrs. 
Fenwick is t:he one who smokes a pipe. She 
does this out in the Speaker's Lobby where 
she can be observed by the press. I honestly 
think that she would raise the ruffles on 
her dress and run around the Capitol building 
two or three times, each morning, if she 
was sure that the media was present with an 
ample num')er of television cameras. Anything 
for publici t)" . 
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In today's Washington Post appeared 
an article about Kelly in the "On Capitol 
Hill," article. This article is written each 
day and sometimes contains little tid bits 
that the Members do not like, The article 
that pertains to Kelly and one or two other 
big spenders is as follows: 

"Rep. Richard Kelly (R-Fla,), who 
has dedicated his career to saving the nation 
from the big spenders, overspent his office 
allowance by $11,500 last year, 

He has $14,000 in unpaid bills for 
general office expenses and only a $2,500 
balance in las t year's allowance. This week 
a House Administration subcommittee turned 
down his request the he be permitted to pay 
the bills from his 1979 allowance. Unless 
this is reversed by the full committee, 
which is considered unlikely, Kelly will 
have to pay the bills out of his pocket. In 
the past members could supplement their 
official allowances with privately raised 
"slush" funds, but these were recently out
lawed. 

Kelly concedes the overspending. It 
was just a mistake, he said, by the staff 
person monitoring his expenses who did not 
have an "adequate control device." Kelly 
s aid he did not question his responsibility 
in the matter, but said he thought it a pretty 
heavy fine considering that the money was 
spent doing the job he is supposed to do. 

Kelly said his district has the largest 
popula tion of any in the nation. House memo 
b ers have allowances for staff hire, travel 
and office expenses of from about $350,000 
to over $400, 000 den ending on the size of 
their district and its distance from Wash
:ngton. 



Three other House Members overspent 
their 1978 office allowances, but none came 
close to Kelly. According to House Adminis
tration officials, the overspenders were 
Rep. Claude Pepper (D-Fla.) ~y $3,300, Rep. 
Stewart McKinney (R-Conn.) by $2,500 and 
Rep. Stanley Lundine (D-N. Y.) by $400. The 
Su!lcommi ttee also refus ed to let them use 
this year's allowance to pay the overdrafts." 

July 9, 1979 

I have just returned to Washington from 
Kentucky following the 4th of July recess 
period. While I was in Kentucky I was in 
a number of the counties in my District 
and politically, the Second District is in 
good shape. We have had sufficient rain 
this Spring and the corn and tobacco crops 
are simply beautiful. While I was there, 
I attended the funeral of myoId friend, 
Henry Smith, the County Judge of Marion 
County. Henry had friends all over Kentucky 
and I was glad I was in Kentucky so that 
I could attend his funeral. We had an 
unusual event take place during the funeral 
which I have not seen previously. At the 
mortuary before the body was moved to the 
Catholic Cemetery for the service and just 
before they closed the casket, Mrs. Henry 
Smith, with her three sons and daughter, 
went up to the casket and in a soft, clear 
tone of voice, she said, "I want to thank 
you for being so good to me all down through 
the years and I want to thank you for our 
c hil dren _ " 

In addition, I made several speeches, 
one of which took place at the high school 
stadium in Lawrenceburg at the annual Fox 
Creek Rural Electric Cooperative Meeting. 
There were about 3500 people present and the 
meeting started at 6 p.m. and lasted until 
about 10: 30 p.m. 



On Saturday, we had our 8J."lnual 
Democratic fund raising dinner at"My Old 
Kentucky Horne"in Bards town, Kentucky. Since 
the Govemor I s Conference was being held in 
Louisville with nearly all of the Governors 
present, Pre sident Carter decided to not only 
go to Louisville to speak to the Governors, 
but to also attend the Democratic dinner at 

'My Old Kentucky Home." At the las t minute I 

he cancelled out and his wife, Mrs. Rosalynn 
Carter, along with Vice President Mondale, 
went to Louisville and then to the dinner 
at "My Old Kentucky Home". Both Mrs. Carter 
and Vice President Mondale spoke at the dinnel: 
Mrs. Carter has just returned from Tokyo 
with the President and you could tell by 
looking at her that she was simply worn out. 
1 would say that she weighs about 100 pounds 
and her arms are really thin. She looks 
completely worn out and in her short speech 
at the dinner, you could tell by the way 
she talked, that with all of the problems 
the President is having and the trips she 
has been making with him, are just about too 
much. 

Instead of coming to Kentucky, the 
President, with his White House staff went 
to Camp David in Maryland where a series of 
meetings have been held ever since. This 
is Monday ane the President and his staff 
are still at Camp David going over the energy 
crisis situation and the economic situation. 
The President has been flying, in helicopters, 
numbers of businessmen and women, professional. 
people, back and forth to Camp David for the 
past five days. Black leaders, business and 
profess ional peop Ie, and this all has taken 
place since the last Gallup Poll was released 
about 10 days ago which shows that 77% of the 
people My the President has been doing a poor 
job and that they have very little confidence 
in his leadersnip. This is the lowest per
centage any President has received since the 



polling processes started a nu.."11ber of 
years ago. In this morning's Washington 
Star, across the headlines are the words: 
"Carter Struggling to Lead." The article 
goes on to state that President Carter is 
seeking a new direction for the politics 
and policies of his beleagured administration. 
He is in the process of polishing off his 
high level discussions about the nation's 
energy shortage and the troubled economy 
in this country. The article says that in 
his seventh day of secrecy at Camp David, 
President Carter has summoned a great number 
of people to the Camp David retreat and 
continues his marathon reassessment of his 
2>.;-year old administration. While energy 
and economics were the main topics, a re
shuffling of officials in the White House 
and Cabinet according to this story, also 
has been touched upon. The President's 
Press Secretary says that this is pure 
speculation and will not take place. 

While the Governors were in Louisville, 
Governor Carroll of Kentucky succeeded in 
having 20 of the 24 Democratic Governors 
pres en t sign a Resolution endorsing Presi
dent Carter for renomination and reelection 
next ye ar. I presume that this was the main 
reason why the President was going down to 
speak to the Governors and this action would 
probably have taken place following his 
speech _ Four of the Democratic Governors 
refrained from endorsing the Resolution 
and one of these four was Governor Hughes 
of Maryland. 

In my trip dovm to Kentucky last week, 
I talked to men and women from all over the 
Sta~e and the general .consensus of opinion 
i.s that President Carter is so badly wounded 
poHic ally, that he may not survive. 

In jllst a little more than a year, 
the nominating convention will take pIace 



and according to the latest Harris Poll 
which is in addition to the Gallup Poll, 
the President's overall job performance 
rating for June was 73% negative which is 
the lowest ever for any American President. 
The previous low for a President was 71% 
negative which was recorded by former Presi
dent Nixon in June of 1974, just five days 
before he quit the White House in the 
Watergate scandal. In the first year of 
his term, Carter's overall job rating ranged 
from a high of 717, to 63% and in September 
of 1974, held at 66% positive. When Jimmy 
Carter assumed the Presidency with the best 
wishes and the hopes of the Nation, he was 
regarded by the public as a man of high 
moral standards with a quick mind and a 
love for his country. He was regarded as 
an outsider to Washington politically and 
many people in this country believed that 
that is what was necessary following the 
Nixon scandal. The President started out 
by dismantling some of. the signs of the 
imperial Presidency wh~ch had been set up 
by Nixon and generally speaking over the 
country, there was a feeling that at long 
last we had in the White House just plain 
folks. Apparent ly no one expected any 
real greatness from Carter, but there was 
a feeling that: he would be a strong and 
common sense leader. In this, the third 
year of his term, the public feeling is 
considerably different and cOlllIllents from 
the rank and file voters throughout the 
United States refer to Carter as a good 
man, but a weak leader. 

It is true that the President is faced 
with two major problems and they are inflation 
and the energy crisis. Inflation now is 
11% and cars are lined up at service stations 
in a great many places over the United States 
trying to buy gasoline. In some instances, 
the lines are over a mile long waiting to take 
their turn at the pump. The President has a 



number of other problems and one is hls 
failure to work with the Congress of the 
United States. He is now faced with groups 
over the country organizing a draft of 
Senator Edward Kennedy for the Presidency 
and he was hurt badly by the indictment of 
his old friend, Bert Lance. Leaders abroad 
do not consider Carter as an outstanding 
leader. While the President continues 
to project outwardly the impression of calm 
and pois e, the job has clearly aged him and 
he seems to be completely worn out. He would 
not be human if he was not worried about the 
polls which are being taken almost monthly 
and which clearly show his weak leadership. 
As a general rule, Congress does not take on 
a politically popular President who can take 
his case to the people and bring them to his 
side. But, in the jungle which we have here 
on the Hill, politically a wounded President 
is not a real threat and the Congress does 
not hesitate day after day to turn down his 
policies and proposals. In order to sway 
the Congress, the President has to maintain 
a general pub lic confidence in his own leader
ship and his programs. The President has 
failed to do this. 

As a general rule, the President has to 
lead Congress simply because the Legislative 
Branch, with all of the 'prima donnas" and 
"old bulls", cannot lead itself. The House, 
for instance, is the product of many pressures 
and too many different constituencies. There 
is no other official in the United States who 
holds the eno=ous means to arrouse and mold 
public opinion like the President. The Presi
dent has hi 5 press conferences, radio and 
television, public appearances, messages to 
Congress, interviews, and other means of 
reaching large segments of the population. 
Just by using these sources, the President 
can normally command the instant attention 
Df mil:ions of people in this country. 



President Carte:: lacks tae know-h<rw of 
forner President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
, .. he was an expert at knowing how to lead 
and furt~er how to tell the peDDle that he 
was ~eading in such a manner- as-to make them 
":lelieve it. 

President Carter does have a number of 
significant foreign policy achievemen~s Ove= 
which any President ... ouie be proud. This 
present President brought about almost per
sonalLy, the Egypt-Isreali Treaty which 
is something other Presidents have tried to 
do. He concluded a ?anama Canal Treaty 
which other Presidents had started. He has 
succeeded in getting signed a Strategic Arms 
Limitation Treatv which was star~ed more than 
six years ago. He =urther has arranged for 
recognition of the Peoples Republic of ~ina. 
At the same time, all of these things do not 
seem to have made too IllUcn impression on the 
minds of our people becau8e he is given le8s 
credit than ~ost any President would have 
been allowed. On major problems that came 
closest to the consumers pocketbook, he has 
almost failed. As far as inflation and an 
equitable energy policy. there are no indi
cations that the people believe he has accom
plished anyt~ing in either category. At the 
present time, energy rather than inflation 
seems to be the President's heaviest political 
liability. The President has completel~, fail
ed to convince the public that he is in 
command and this has seriously affected all 
of the ma:or programs that he would like to 
see enacted into law. I can still hear 
President Roosevelt outline his progrrun 
and then in that clear, distinct tone of 
voi.ce, say that all we have to fear is fear 
itself and this gave the people in this coun
try a whole lot of confide~ce. The President's 
voice is not the kind that assures confidence 
and has the lack of sincerity that makes the 
?eople "Want to follow. Ee ':las a high pitch 



a..'1.d a choppy delivecy and this neither holds 
the attention of the people nor gives the 
assurance that should be present. The 
President apparently has not learned that a 
successful President is something more than 
a skilled administrator. The President and 
those around him succeeded in playing the 
political game that got him nominated and 
elected, but since he has been in the White 
House, the President has overlooked the fact 
that the political game continues on but 
the direction generally is different. 
Article after article has been written des
cribing this administration as the passion
less Presidency. The public generally be
lieves that the President is a good man but 
the polls continue to reflect the view that 
he is less than effective. The President is 
so badly wounded politically and his leader
ship is discounted to the extent that there 
may not be enough time left between now and 
the nominating convention and election day 
for his many wounds to heal. 

July 11, 1979 

President Carter and his advisors are 
still at Camp David and according to the 
latest rumor, nothing of great significance 
may come from the Camp David meeting. At 
least the President has indicated that he 
is not in favor of decontrol of gasoline 
prices. Standby rationing may be requested 
but wi th the situation as it is with most 
states having plenty of gasoline and only 
a few on the short side, he may have trouble 
in obtaining standby rationing legislation. 

Yesterday debate began on the SALT II 
Treaty and this may extend for several months. 
No maj or changes are really anticipated, but 
a number of Senato;:s have in~icated that they 
want to make certam suggest~ons which at 
least should be incorporated in t'1e overall 
t rea ty agreement. 
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Our space sky lab is now expected to 
fallout of space sometime between 8 :48 
this morning and I: 48 this afternoon. This 
is the largest man-made object ever placed 
in orbit and is the size of a 5-room house. 
According to the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, at least two-thirds 
of the 77:" ton spacecraft should be burned 
up in the heat of re-entry; however, some 
500 pieces of it are expected to survive and 
to shower down over an area I, 000 miles long 
and 100 miles wide. The latest prediction 
is that sky lab would enter the atmosphere 
over the Pacific Ocean instead of the AtlantiC 
and would begin to break up over southern 
Canada. The break up may scatter 26 tons 
of debris from a point in southern Canada 
north of the Great Lakes, across the most 
densely populated part of that country beyond 
Nova Scotia and to a point in the Atlantic 
off the west coast of Africa about 300 miles 
north of the equator. Now they predict that 
the heaviest and most dangerous pieces are 
expe cted to fall in the north Atlantic, out 
of reach of land. 

Wi thin the next few hours, we will know 
when and where and how much damage resulted. 

After many years of debate and specu
lation, the Senate soundly defeated a direct 
pres idential ballot on a roll call vote of 
51 to 48. This was 15 votes short of the 
66 required. In fact, this Senate debate 
over direct elections has gone on since 1966 
and recently some 47 days of hearings on the 
issue were held. Both Democratic Senators 
from Kentucky, Huddleston and Ford voted 
for the electoral college Constitutional 
Amendment. Most of the southerners on the 
democratic side voted against this amendment. 
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We have 1USt completed the Conference 
wi th the Senate on the Supplemental Appro
priations Bill for Fiscal Year 1979. It 
required two days for this {;onference and we 
finally adopted language along with a great 
many other matters which should help us bring 
about a reduction to fraud, abuse and care
lessness in the Department of Health, Edu
cation and Welfare. While the Conference 
was underway this afternoon, we voted on 
final passage on the bill which establishes 
a Cabinet level Department of Education. 
This bill passed the Senate several months 
ago and was strongly contested in the House 
for five days. On final passage, the vote 
was 210 to 206. This clearly shows that 
there are a great many people in this country 
who still are not in favor of a Cabinet level 
DepartDlent 0 f Educa tion. 

July 12, 1979 

Skylab, the biggest thing nan has ever 
sent into space, returned to Earth yesterday 
by sea ttering tons of debris over the Indian 
Ocean and Australia. The guess as to where 
Skylab would return to Earth, was consider
ably off, but at least Space Agency officials 
have received no word of injury or damage. 
The six-year-old, 77 ton, orbiting labora
tory s imply fell into the sea. Immediately 
after it was reported that Australia was 
affected, the President contacted the Aus
tralian Prime Minister J. Malcolm Fraser and 
offered any assistance that was neces sary. 
The endofSkyla~ came on its 34,981st orbit. 

The new Department of Education Bill 
just squeaked through the Rouse by four votes 
and a number of amendments attached may cause 
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trouble '''hen the Bill goes to Conference. 
The size of the vote is anything but a 
favorable reaction in the House, to such a 

. new Department. On this Bill, we have amend
ments concerning school prayer, bwdng, af
firmative action and abortion. Some of these 
amendments are so controversial that unless 
they are dropped in Conference, some of the 
Bi 11 's supporters may turn agains t the Bill. 

July 13, 1979 

The founder and the Executive Director 
of the Airlie Foundation located near War
renton, Virginia, Dr. Murdock, was indicted 
by a federal grand jury here yes terday on 
charges of tax evasion, conspiracy and bri
bery of Representative Daniel Flood, Demo
crat of Pennsylvania and former Representa
tive Otto E. Passman, Democrat of Louisiana. 
The 13-count indictment charges that Murdock 
gave some $35,000 to Flood's Administrative 
Assistant for Flood and Passman in payment 
of services for securing federal grants for 
Airlie Foundation. Some of this evidence 
was used in the trial of Dan Flood when a 
hung jury took place here several months ago. 
This rum Murdock, is really an operator and 
I am not at all surprised to hear that he has 
been indicted. 

People are walking all over Aus tralia 
it seems, searching for pieces of Skylab. 
It seems that some 20 to 26 tons of debris 
from Skylab landed across the center of Aus
tralia and t~e balance landed in the ocean. 

Former President Nixon and hi s former 
top aides, including Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger coull, under a recent decision of 
the United States Appeals Court, be held 



- __ ", I 1 __ -

libel to pay thousands of dollars in damages 
because oE their approval of illegal wire 
taps of United States citizens. The United 
States Appeals Court ruled this way yesterday 
in a three to zero rul ing. ~'hen Nixon was 
President, a great many Members in the House 
complained of having their telephones tapped. 
The clicking sound and other indicators 
clearly showed in some cases, that certain 
Members in the House located in strategic 
posi tions, had their phones tapped and a 
number complained. I have always believed 
that during the Nixon days the FBI and CIA 
performed these tasks with the full knowledge 
and consent of the President and in certain 
instances, at bis specific request. 

July 16, 1979 

President Carter, in his televised 
speech last night, called upon the people 
in this country and the Congress to support 
a six-point energy program. For the first 
twenty minutes of his speech, he talked about 
the lack of understanding that we have in 
this country between the people and the 
government and said that it was just as 
serious today as at any time during the past 
ten years. He went on to emphasize that 
it was irnperati ve that we bridge the gap 
that had developed in this country. For 
days now, he has worked on this epee ch at 
Camp David and according to the medi a, de-
Ii vered the speech in two trial runs before 
be finally delivered it at 10 0' clock. The 
first twenty minutes of his speech was more 
like a sermon and then he turned to the most 
serious problem confronting our people which 
is the energy crisis. This is the best 
speech that he has made and acceptance of his 
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proposals will now depend upon the action 
that he takes Ln gaining support for his 
six-point program. He emphasized that we 
must conserve the use of gasoline and oil 
and must bring imports down to the 1977 level. 
A part of his six-point program provided for 
oil independence from exports in the next 
ten years along; with a limitation of imports 
at the presentCime to the 1977 level. He 
further provided for the establishment of 
an Energy Security Corporation and an Energy 
Mobilization Board. These are the maj or 
points that he made in his speech concernine 
energy and I feel that generally the reaction 
was good through out the country to his 
speech and especially .the manner he used in 
delivering the speech. He was considerably 
more forceful than he has been in delivering 
most of his speeches. 

July 17, 1979 

During the general debate on the Treas
ury-Post Office Appropriations Bill in the 
House yesterday, an amendment was offered 
by one of the Republican Members to force 
President Carter to turn back the unused 
portion of his $50.000 expense account in
stead of pocketing it as he and his prede
cessors have done. In addition, on a voice 
vote, the House adopted an amendment which 
provided that the $66.614 for improvements 
at government expense at former President 
Nixon 1 S San Clemente California home would 
be reduced in the coming fiscal year from 
f1IDds payable to the former President under 
exis ting law. On the vote concerning Presi
dent Carter's expense account, 294 voted 
to force the President to return the unused 
portion and 90 vote d against the move. Sub
c01!lIIlittee Chairman Tom Steed of Oklahoma, 
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called the amendment a cheap shot and since 
for years income tax has been paid on the 
unused portion andthe amount retained by 
the President, this was an unusual amend
ment. When notified this morning about the 
action of the House, the President must 
again be firmly convinced that Congress 
continues to cause him trouble. 

President Carter, following his Sunday 
night television address, spoke in Kansas 
City and Detroit yesterday explaning more 
in detail his new energy plan and at the 
same time called upon the National Associ
ation of Counties and the Communication 
Workers of America to join with him in 
his leadership of this country and his energy 
plan generally. 

In his speeches yesterday, President 
Carter said that his new energy plan will 
cos t $142 billion over the next decade, but 
is worth the investment because our freedom 
is beyond price. 

It now appears that President Somoza 
will resign in Nicaragua and will leave the 
country within the next few hours. In fact, 
he may have left at 7 0' clock this morning. 
Our country called upon Somoza to resign 
and I hope now that this is not another 
similar situation to Cuba when we called 
upo~ Batista to resign and Castro took over. 

July 18, 1979 

With all of our problems in the House 
we nave to spend time voting on personal 
pri -vilege resolutions. Acting under the 
req uest of the President, all of the fed
era 1 buildings here on the Hill have had 
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the thermostats raised and the temperature 
in the Capitol Building is about 80. This 
makes it a little uncomfortable when you 
have to sit for hours, but still is a move 
in the right direction as far as the energy 
cris is is concerned. Yesterday Mattox of 
TeJ(as appeared on the House Floor without 
his coat and tie and when requested by the 
Speaker to remove himself, he refused. The 
Speaker then made a second request and 
Mattox again refused. The Speaker did not 
ask the Sergeant at Arms to remove Mattox 
and Mattox remained in his seat on the 
front row. Some 30 minutes later, two of 
the YOtmg Members went up to the Speaker's 
chair and asked for a meeting in his office. 
The Speaker agreed and the two young Members 
together with Mattox, who by the way, has 
only been nere two years, left the Chamber 
and about an hour later Udall of Arizona 
offered a privilege resolution setting forth 
the reasons why and directed the House to 
be permitted to appear on the Floor without 
coats and ties. Irmnediately a motion to 
table was made and on a roll call vote, the 
motion to table was overwhelmingly adopted. 
We will continue on with our coats and ties 
swel tering as we go. I voted to table 
because 1 believe that the Members should 
dress accordingly and should conduct them
selves as Members of the most powerful leg
is lati ve body in the world. 

President Somoza left Nicaragua yester
day and is now at his private hfme in Miami, 
Flordia. H.e is worth hundreds of millions 
of dollars and will have no trouble circula
ting among those rich people who enjoy Miami 
and Miami Beach. His successor, Malianos, 
took over and refuses to turn over power to 
the guerilla-backed government. This will 
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continue the violence and some more will be 
killed. 

Thirty- four members of President 
Carter's Administration, including the 
entire Cabinet and White House senior staff 
offered to resign yesterday in another 
development in President Carter's effort 
to revive his Pres iden cy . This dramatic 
move was made during a series of meetings 
at the White House with the Cabinet and 
Carter's top aides. White House officials 
said the President will act on the resig
nation offers in the next few days. One 
senior official in the White House said that 
President Carter is likely to accept some 
of the offers, both from Cabinet members 
and from his own staff. Speculation on 
dismissals centers on Energy Secretary 
James R. Schlesinger, Jr., Treasury Secre
tary Michael Blumenthal and Health, Edu
cation and Welfare Secretary Joseph A. 
Califano, Jr. All of whom have powerful 
enemies in the White House. The President 
in my opinion, should accept some of the 
resignations and should take back the Pres
idency. 

July 19, 1979 

This morning our Full Committee on 
Appropriations met to report out the Depart
ment of Interior Appropriations Bill for 
Fiscal Year 1980. I had only been in the 
Counnittee room a very few minutes, when I 
recei ved a message from my office that 
Secretary Califano of Health, Education and 
Welfare wanted me to call him immediately. 
I called th e Secretary and he then advised 
me that '"lis resignation, which he along 
with the other Cabinet members submitted in 
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writing the day before yesterday, had just 
been accepted by the President. Joe Cali
fano went on to say to me that the reason 
why they accepted his resignation, accord
ing to the White House staff, was the fact 
that he could not get along with the White 
House staff and therefore he must go. For 
months now, the Secretary has been alter
nating between two horses that he has been 
riding. One day he would have them bring 
from the stable. his big white tobacco horse 
which he would climb on and start prancing 
before all of the television cameras. He 
continued his fight against tobacco regard
less of the many warnings that he was re
ceiving from the White House. The next day, 
he would have them saddle and bring from 
the stable the whiskey horse which he would 
ride and obtain as much publicity as pos
sible. In testifying before the Committee 
that I am Chairman of, he continued to main
tain that as a result of fraud, abuse and 
negligence, the sum of $ 7 billion a year 
was being squandered by HEW. In coming 
before my Committee, I inquired time after 
time why he failed to ride this horse. This 
one, of course, would have caused him con
siderable embarrasment because he was doing 
very little to correct this situation. The 
Califano resignation approval did not come 
as any great surprise to me or to a great 
many Members of the House. 

I have just been advised by one of my 
friends in the White House that unless there 
:i..8 a change from ten o' clock this morning, 
Patricia Harris, who has been a dismal 
failure at the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, will succeed Califano. 
This is really jumping from the frying pan 
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into the fire. 

I am unable to predict what the Presi
dent's next move will be, but unless there 
is some improvement, his advice is still 
bad. Establishing himself as President and 
his attempt to re-establish his image has 
really placed him on a rocky road. 

We had our gym supper last night and 
387 Members enjoyed the supper which is 
held each year with no speeches. President 
Carter has never attended one of our suppers 
for some reason or other. All of the other 
Presidents have attended one or more of our 
suppers and all of them had a good time. 

This afternoon, President Carter 
accepted the resignation of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, B1umentha1. Bill Miller, 
the Chairman of the Federal Reserve System 
will take over as Se cretary of the Treasury. 

Attorney General Bell's resignation 
was accepted and the first Assistant Attorney 
General Civiletti will take over when con
firmed by the Senate as Attorney General. 

July 20, 1979 

Yesterday the Pres ident Began recon
structing his Administration by firing 
Secretary of the Treasury, Blumenthal and 
Health, Education and Welfare Secretary 
Califano. Attorney General Bell resigned 
and more Cabinet changes, including the 
resignation of Energy Secretary James R. 
Schlesinger, Jr. and the dismissal of Trans
portation Secretary Brock Adams, are ex
pected to be announced today. 
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The message that is being passed all 
up and down the line in the Carter Admini
stration. is to get along with the White 
House staff, or get out. After receiving 
the message that he could stay on, Brock 
Adams made it perfectly clear that before 
he would accept commands from the President's 
Chief of Staff, Hamilton Jordan, he would 
get out. Yesterday, he said he was not 
sure that he wanted to stay so I guess that 
the President will turn him out. 

In talking with Tip O'Neil, our 
Speaker, about what is taking place at 
the White House. I find that he agrees with 
a great many of us that Carter may be so 
badly crippled politically, that he Simply 
cannot survive. Just when the President 
had about convinced the people that he could 
handle the energy crisis, along comes the 
shake-up in the Cabinet and each of the 
Cabinet members who will go, have friends 
on the Hill. The fact that Patricia Harris 
was a complete failure as Secretary of 
HUD and further that since she is black, and 
the President is afraid to fire her, cer
tainly does not qualify her assignment as 
the new Secretary of the Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare. Notwith
standing the fact that I believed Califano 
was on his way out, there must have been an 
easier way to have fired him. Califano, 
of course, is a political opportunist and 
probably will always believe that the 
tobbaco lobby was what brought about his 
elimination as a Cabinet member. 

Herb lock, the Washington Post cartoonist 
at times really comes up with a real good 
cartoon. In this morn ing' s paper, Hamil ton 
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Jordan is swinging a double-edged chopping 
axe and the heads of Califano and Blumenthal 
are rolling out on the ground with the 
President standing by with a big smile on 
his face but with his head also severed as 
a result of the back swing of the double
edged chopping axe. 

Several of the Members issued state
ments concerning Califano's dismissal and 
a number of newspaper reporters, together 
with a reporter from the Newsweek Magazine 
attempted all day yesterday to interview 
me since I am Chairman of the Subcommittee 
that controls Califano's money. The big 
question now is how will Patricia Harris 
control the HEW Department with a budget 
several times larger than the Department 
of HUD and with a total of 158,364 employees. 
Her stay at Howard University, assignments 
in the District of Columbia Government and 
her ambassadorship to Luxembourg were all 
for a very short period of time. Eddie 
Boland, the Chairman on our Committee on 
Appropriations of the Subconnnittee on HUD 
was really all smiles yesterday when the 
word came down that Harris was out at HUD 
and in at HEW. 

The next real controversial matter 
that we have before the House is the busing 
amendment to the Constitution. This amend
ment was finally discharged on a discharge 
petition and within the next few days, the 
House will take up the discharge petition 
and vote on the Constitutional amendment. 
My mail has increased and the ultra-liberals 
along witi one or two pressure groups, are 
really walking the halls in this bUilding. 



July 21, 1979 

We are still having words about the 
dismissal of Secretary Califano. Califano 
maintains that the President said he was the 
best Secretary that H. E. W. had ever hac! and 
the main reason for his dismissal was due to 
the fact that he did not get along well with 
the White House Staff. Califano also said 
that the President told him that he was now 
in the process of lining up his Cabinet for 
the 1980 election. Jody Powell, the Press 
Secretary in the Whi te House in a front page 
story in the Washington Post yesterday said 
that the former Secretary was simply lying. 
Powell went on to say that it was flatly 
untrue when Califano said that he was lining 
his Cabinet up for the 1980 election, and 
that Califano was the best Secretary that 
H.E.W. had ever had. Powell went on emphat
ically stating that the President did not 
say that Califano was the best H.E.W. Secre
tary even though he had some accomplishments 
to his credit. 

Yesterday, one of the close advisors 
to the President called me and said that 
Califano simply got caught with his hand 
in the cookie jar and that he had lied in 
making the statement that he did at the 
press conference. For months now, Califano 
has been playing footsies with Senator 
Ted Kennedy. They have been close for many 
years, and the President' s advisors in the 
White Rouse have warned the President about 
Califano's actions especially at this time 
when a great many people believe that even 
though Kennedy says he is not a candidate, 
he is doing everything wi thin his power to 
make the President look bad. Califano is 
an opportunist and the more he talks, the 
more the White House will come out swinging, 
since they have never liked Califano. 



This applies to the White House Staff mainly. 

My old fr~end, Brock Adams, who served 
in the House Wl. th us for a number of years 
immediately held a press conference after 
it became evident that his resignation would 
be accepted as Secretary of Transportation 
Adams emphasized at his conference that a . 
Cabinet officer must work directly for the 
President, and not. for the White House Staff. 
The White J!ouse mal.n tains that Adams talked 
too much and had assistants in the Department 
who were not loyal to the President. 

President Carter completed the purge 
of his Cabinet by firing Transportation 
Secretary Brock Adams and accepting the 
resignation of Energy Secretary James 
Schlesinger, Jr. . The President appeared 
on television durl.ng the day and said that 
there would be no further Cabinet changes 
and that he would fill the vacancies created 
by the shake-up without delay. He further 
thanked those that he had fired for their 
service and said the changes that he made , . 
were for the best l.nterest of his Administra-
tion and that he was well pleased that all 
the changes had been made. 

The Mandel case is back in the news
papers today. The former Governor of 
Maryland whO received a 4-yellr sentence 
on corruption charges, was advised that the 
Circuit Court of Appeals in a 3 to 3 vote 
reinstated the charges against Mandel whi~h 
had been set: aside by the District Court fol
lowing his second trial. The first trial 
ended in a!l1istrial. Now the case must be 
reversed by the Supreme Court or Mandel is on 
the way ::0 the penitentiary. 

We have a new Congressman in the House 
from Louisianna, and his na1l\e is Claude Leac't. 
He is a de:nocrat and yesterday was ,indicted 
9.nd charged with buying votes' which cost 
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$10.00 each in the primary, and $5.00 in 
the election. This district has been in 
turmoil ever since Joe Waggonner retired. 
Leach won the seat by only 266 votes last 
November, and won the Primary by only 169 
votes. Another new member from Louis ianna 
was indicted in 1977 and he later pleaded 
guilty and was sentenced to a year in prison. 
This man's name was Richard Tonry and he was 
indicted on similar charges. 

July 23, 1979 

The Republicans in the House and Senate 
are now organizing for a deep tax cut either 
this year or for some time during the early 
part of 1980. They believe a tax cut is 
needed to curb the recession that is now 
underway and to provide incentives for eco
nomic growth. 

According to the polls that have been 
taken since the Cabinet shake up, some 42% 
do not believe that this shake up is of any 
great consequence. 32% believe that it 
means that the President is now ready to 
start with the major problems now confronting 
our country, hoping to solve them with new 
members in the Cabinet. 

Last week, will be known as the week 
when the President started to save his Presi
dency. To me, the President is still in 
serious trouble and until he starts working 
with the Congress, will continue to have 
trouble in solving the energy crisis with 
the program that he has presented. The 
shake up here in Washington did not help the 
dollar because the value of the dollar drop
ped last week while the price of gold rose 
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over $300 an O1IDce for the first time in 
history. This is an indication that the 
$142 billion energy program the President 
finally outlined early last week, would not 
accomplish its goal. In substance, what he 
proposed was nothing less than an energy 
independent future, built aro1IDd a national 
willingness to sacrifice and hope for syn
thetic fuel development, expedited by new 
federal agencies similar to the synthetic 
rubber program in World War II. 

Secretary Califano appeared on tele
vision yesterday and still maintains that 
the President said he was one of the best 
Secretaries that HEW had ever had and that 
his failure to get along with the White House 
staff played an important part in his dis
missal along with the President's desire to 
make all preparations for the 1980 campaign. 
He still maintains that he is telling the 
truth and the President's Chief of Staff 
in the White House, Hamilton Jordan, who 
also appeared on another television program 
still maintains that Califano is not telling 
the truth. 

Mrs. Carter is traveling this week 
through the cOlffitry, making speeches at 
Democratic fund-raiser banquets and before 
a number of national organizations that are 
holding annual meetings. In Chicago, she 
said that her husband is fit to lead our 
country through this time of crisis. In 
Bardstown, Kentucky several weeks ago, she 
said her husband was competent. In speaking 
to the National Urban League, she read a 
speech that was prepared for her with most 
of the speech containing comments that the 
President had named a great many people in 



his Adminis trati on who were black and after 
she finishe d her speech, only received poli te 
applause. Those attending the League meeting 
said after the speech that much more must 
be done for the blacks in this country. 

The Senate has passed the Labor-HEW 
Bill and like our Bill in the House, are 
under the budget. The Senate Bill is 
$41 912 000 over the House Bill and does not , , 1 . 
con tain too many controversia ~tems. We 
should go to conference wi thin the next few 
days. 

We are in the process of winding down 
this part of the Session so that we can 
recess for the month of August. We will meet 
at Noon today and at 10 0' clock the balance 
of the week. The House will be in Session 
until at least 7 pm all days this week with 
the exception of Thursday and Friday. On 
Thursday we will adjourn by 5: 30 and on Fri
day by 3:00. We have 26 major Bills before 
the House for consideration this week. 

We have a New York magazine that is 
published each month and I presume that every 
Member of Congress receives a free copy of 
this magazine. The July 30 issue carries 
a picture on the front page showing Senator 
Ted Kennedy being sworn in as President by 
Chief Justice Warren Burger, and the closest 
people around the Chief Justice and the 
Senator are President and Mrs. Carter, former 
President Gerald Ford, former President Richrrd 
Nixon, the present Vice-President, Fritz 
Monda1e, the Speaker of the House, Tip O'Neill 
the Majority Leader, Bob Byrd, the widow of ' 
Robert Kennedy, Ethel Kennedy, Howard Baker, the 
Minority Leader of the Senate, and one of those 
who hopes to be President, Jacqueline Kennedy, 
the widow of President John Kennedy, and 
Mrs. Rose Kennedy, who is holding the bible 
that is used for the swearing-in ceremony. 
This front-page cover is really somf'thing. 
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Today the leaders had an agreement with 
~he Members of the House generally that there 
... ould be no roll-call votes due to the fact 
!:hat this is the day that the Congressional 
:::;olf Tournament takes place. Approximately 
SS members of the House and some 35 members of 
!::he Senate are participating. Shortly after 
r:he House convened, we had a quorum-call, which 
::If course, is not a roll-call vote. Then some 
:2 minutes later, we had a roll-call vote. 
Regardless of the commitments that are made 
sbout not having votes, I never take the word 
::If any of them because I've seen it fail too 
:Jlany times. 

July 24, 1979 

With the golf tournament underway yester
day, there was an agreement that there would 
be no more roll-call votes. Shortly after 
R:he House convened, Jim Wright, the Majori ty 
Leader moved a call of the House and only some 
218 Members answered their names. We have a 
:::lew Member from New York by the name of Carney, 
gnd so far this year, he had not missed a 
=Iuorum call or a roll-call vote. Relying upon 
R:he Whip notice, he was a little late in arriv
ing from New York to Washington and missed the 
=Iuorum call. This was the first miss for the 
STear, and he really was mad. On 2 other Bills 
;.;hich were up for final passage and with no 
1C011-call votes to be held pursuant to the 
:..fuip notice, Carney obj ected to the vote on the 
srounds that a quorum was not present and made 
~he point of order that a quorum is not present. 
::rhis brought on an automatic vote. Only 218 
.-1embers answered to their names and 216 Members 
"",ere absent. About an hour later, Carney made 
~he same move because he was still mad and 
r:his time only 222 Members answered to their 
:::lames with 212 absent. Most of those absent 
.:Nere out at the golf tournament. 



Carney had hi sway finally, but he may 
rue the day he made this move. 

We still have a lot of discussion about 
the Presi.dent' s shake-up in the Cabinet, and it 
seems that the people now want action, expeci
ally as far as the energy crisi s is concerned. 

The future of Nicaragua is not clear at 
all. The Rebels have taken over; and although 
they deny that they are Marxist, their Leader 
admits that there are great many Marxists in 
their organizati'on. We may now have a second 
Cuba. 

Israel and the United States are in 
another quarrel over the Sinai Peace Force. 
There was a flare-up in the security council 
in the United Nations Organization over the 
mandate for a 4, 000 man United Nation's energy 
force which would be placed in a position to 
bring about a complete separation between the 
Israelian and Egyptian troops in the Sinai. 

July 25, 1979 

It is still right difficult to realize 
that girls are now attending the service acade
mies. Several years ago I voted for the admis
,don of girls, and when you see a picture of 
J'irst Class girls stopping Plebes on the walk
ways at the academies and inquiring as to what 
will be for lunch, it seems right startling. 

In 1976, Senator Henry M. Jackson of 
Vashington made a sincere effort to be the 
democratic nominee for President. He made his 
big pitch in Pennsylvania, and was knocked-off 
in t'lis state by Carter. I presume that he is 
definitely through now with 'lis ambition to be 
l'resident. He has become right cri ticial of 
President Carter. Yesterday he said at a press
conference that Senator Edward M. Kennedy of 
Nassachusetts will be the democratic candidate 
for Presiden t if he runs this year, but that 



:Kennedy will not ge t into it unless Carter 
takes himself out~or events take him out. 
Jackson expect s one or the other to take place 
after the New Hamphsire and Massachusetts 
primaries. Jackson says that the Carter 
problems create problems for the Democratic 
:Party, and the Members up for re-election are 
all worried. They ask themselves what Carter's 
position will do for them in their campaign 
for re-election. This is a right bold state
nent for Senator Jackson to make at a press
conference; but to a certain extent, he is 
expressing the opinion of a great many Members 
of Congress. 

July 26, 1979 

President Carter finally named an outstand
:1ng man to his staff in the White House. 
Hedley Donovan, the former Editor and Chief of 
':rime, Inc. and a member 0 f the Board of Directors 
of the Washington Star has been named the Senior 
Advisor to the President. Donovan, aged 65, will 
Vlork in the White House reporting solely to the 
President. He now lives in New York City and 
:1,:; a Rhodes Scholar. He joined Time, Inc. in 
J.945 as a staff writer for Fortune Magazine. He 
was named Editor and Chief of the Time, Inc. in 
J. 964. mis is an able man and to me this is a 
step in the right direction. Those around the 
Presiden t from Georgia are all amateurs and they 
have been in hot water constantly since the 
President was sworn in in 1977. 

In addition to Donovan, the President said 
t:oday that he would nominate Paul A. Volcher of 
t'lew York to be Chairman of the Federal Reserve 
Board repcacing William Miller, who has been 
named Secretary of the Treasury. Volcher has 
been President of the Federal Reserve Board of 
t'lew York since 1975 and served in the Kennedy 
Administration as Deputy Under-Secretary of the 
Treasury for money matters. Volcher should be 
well received by the business and financial 
leaders Ln this country and abroad. 



This sounds like a good appointment to me. 

The President's request for quick approval 
of legislation giving him authority to ration 
gasoline really ran into a rock wall in the 
Rouse. In his July 15 speech to the nation, 
the President made gas rationing authority a top 
-priority in Congress and it appeared for several 
days that the House might go along with his 
request, During the reading of the Bill to the 
5 minute rule, an amendment was adopted requir
ing the President to have Congressional approval 
of a rationing plan before an emergency . 
.Adoption of this amendment brought about the 
notion for the Committee to rise, and now we are 
back to the start again. Just before we adjourn
ed at 9: 15 last night, the President in a nation
al televised press-conference, defended his 
shake-up of his Adminis tration which he said was 
for the best interest of the country. In spite 
()f a threat of a recession, in answer to one of 
the questions, he said that he intends to main
tain a steady course in economic policy that 
::places top priorities on combatting inflation. 
He went on again to ask for a Wind Fall Profits 
"Tax and was right critical of the House's action 
in regard to the Gasoline Rationing Bill. When 
asked about Senator Jackson's statement that he 
would not be elected again, he answered by say
ing that 3 or 4 years ago when he was running 
for President against Senator Jackson in the 
democratic primary, at that time Senator Jackson 
:predicted that he would be the next President 
beginning in 1977. The President said that 
Jackson's judgment was not good then and now 
be was ready for the next question, This news
conference was dominated by questions about 
last week' 5 Cabinet purge and other domestic 
issues. 

Another matter that was before the House 
after the Gas Rationing Bill was abruptly 
terminated on the Floor was tl\e Amtrak Passenger 
:Legislation. This Bill was enacted on a vote 
()f 397 to 18, and now goes to the Senate where 
another e:"fort will be made to reliiiIl 



27,iOO-mile system in light of increase rider
ship resulting from the energy crisis. 

Some of the newspaper columnists are really 
bitter about the President. We have one man 
by the name of Jeffrey Hart who writes a syndi
cated column. On his column this week, he 
discusses Carter's political situation in this 
country. He goes on to say that the Camp David 
performance 2 weeks ago simply was a floating 
bull session--more than a serious effort at 
policy making. Further he said that the Presi
dent's entire energy position proves the 
Camp David performance was simply pitiful. 
According to Hart, the opinion polls and the way 
the people feel about the President clearly 
indicates he should tum the Government over to 
the Vice-President who would operate the shop 
until we could have an election. 

July 27, 1979 

Ano ther U. S. Senator has called upon Carter 
to drop out and let Senator Edward M. Kennedy 
make the race in 1980. Senator George McGovern 
a democrat of South Dakota said yesterday that 
President Carter was gUilty of moral posturing, 
public manipulation and political ineptitude, 
and that the democrats must make new standards 
in 1980. Senator McGovern made this statement 
in a speech prepared to delivery to Capitol Hill 
interns at the Library of Congress. McGovern 
went on to say that if we fail to offer our best 
candidate and the Republicans do like-wise, we 
may have reached the time when we have to have a 
new party equal to the critical issues that face 
l1S in the 1980' s. 

The Republicans on our Sub-connnittee on 
Labor-H. E. Ware really in a squabble over the 
abortion amendment. They are not in favor of 
taking Pursell of Michigan to conference because 



he is not an anti-abortionist. This is the 
first time that a question like this has been 
reached on any of our Sub-colJllllittees on Appropri 
ations since I have been a Member of Congress; 
and of course, as Chairman of the Sub-committee, 
I do not intend to accept any such proposal. 
Pursell is a good Member of the Sub-colJllllittee. 
He attended all of the hearings and was present 
at the Mark-up. He was not only an active !1em
ber of the Sub-c01llIl1ittee, but was a good Member, 
and I certainly do not intend to let them treat 
a Member of their party in this manner. This 
Member has a right to vote his own sentiments, 
regardless as to the s ide I vote or not and 
under no circumstance should he be refused the 
right to go to conference and cast his vote the 
way he decides. 

President Carter will go to Kentucky next 
Tuesday and a story appeared on the front page 
of the Louisville Courier-Journal yesterday 
entitled Here We Go Again. This story is as 
follows: 

"Neither rain, sleet, hail--nor a visit 
from President Carter to his congressional dis
trict--will keep Rep. William Natcher from mis
sing a day's work or casting a vote in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

The veteran congressman from Bowling Green, 
whose 2nd District includes Bardstown, received 
a telephone call yesterday from Ruth Rogers, a 
'Jresidential secretary. 

She called to invite Natcher to fly to 
Kentucky next Tuesday with President Carter, 
who will hold a town meeting in Bardstown. 

Natcher said he told the president's 
secretary: 

"There will be five to seven roll-call 
votes in the House on Tuesday. I have never 
roissed a vote or a day's work. Tell the Presi
dent that I will leave it up to him." 



Within a few minutes, Na tcher said, the 
p residen tial secretary called back to say Carter 
had sent this message: 

"You stay in Washington, we need you here," 

So again, Nat cher' s much protected record 
will be intact. 

In 26 years in the House, Natcher has a 
perfec t voting record, a feat unsurpassed in 
the history of the U.S, Congress. 

On March 15, 1978, Natcher was applauded 
on the House floor after being cited in the 
Guinness Book of World Records for not missing 
a single roll-call vote since being elected to 
Congress in 1953. 

Two months later House Speaker Thomas P. 
"Tip" 0 'Neill stopped legislative procedures 
to tell the House members that Natcher had just 
cast his lO,OOOth consecutive vote. 

Natcher received a standing ovation. 

President Carter sent him a telegram that 
day, praising Natcher's"quality of vote and 
~ua1ity of leadership." 

Natcher remembered that yesterday after 
receiving the invitation. 

So, when the president talks in Bardstown 
next Tuesday, Natcher will be voting on trans
portation appropriation bills, Defense Depart
nent authorizations, and rural development 
legislation. 

Natcher may not be the only Kentucky 
wngressman to turn down an invitation to fly 
m A.ir Force One with the President, 

An aide to Rep. Carl Perkins, D-7th dis
:rict, said Perkins also may be too busy with 
:egislati-ve dutieR, 



..:\..t"J.d Rep. Romano I'-'f..azzolt~ D ..... 3rd Dis!:rict, 
:'lS already said he only tentatively accepted 
:1e invi t a -t:: ions, c it ing t!J.e same re a son. 

However, Rep. Carroll Hubbard, D-Ist 
ls tric t, said yes ~eyday ::':ta t he wi 11 ride on 
~e president's plane back home. Rep. ~im Lee 
Qrter, R-5th District, ':tas indicated he may 
J!cept. 

Why is the president coming to Bardsto~? 

Gary AuxIer, press secretary to Gov. Juli~ 
~rroll, said yesterday that the ~~ite House 
]ip planners in Kentucky pointed to Rosalynn 
(rter. 

When Mrs. Carter stood in for her husband 
Hlier this rront':! at a Democratic fund-raising 
dly in Bardstown, she co11'lrrti tted Carter to a 
':sit. The Dresident had stayed behind at 
~ David, conducting his domestic summit. 

(Natcher attended that rally, which was 
Ud on a Saturday when the House wasn't in 
ilSsion. ) 

The White House planners told Auxier it waS 
~ first time thev could remember when Mrs. 
frter ce termine e it future pre siden tia 1 trip. 

Sen. Walter "D.ee" Huddles ton noted yes ter
u{ t!:Jat the president has expressed an interest 
I "getting out cf Washington" and this "'as a 
pd opportunity. 

Also, Carroll- -a fri end of Carter's - -has 
len urging the president to come to the Xen
,:ky coalfields, in an ef£ort to p:'ug coal as 
Drime energy source. 

HuedJ. eston and Ser.. Wendell Ford wrote 
Icter a letter severa.l months ago, asking hin 
) vi si t t: he coa~f Le 1 ds and make a s tat eT'len t ir. 
iPpo::t a£ the us, of coal. 



-- " , ' ,'-

Carter's one-day trip to Kentucky will 
eviden tly include a visit to the Far Eastern 
Ken tucky coalf ie Ids, numerous sources said yes' 
terday. 

Garter will probably travel by helicopter 
from Lexington to a strip-mine site that hadn't 
been determined late yesterday. It is likely 
that the rnine visit will occur before the main 
event--the Bardstown town meeting. 

The U.S. Office of Surface Mining has been 
asked by the White House to suggest a list of 
8i tes for the president to visit. 

"They wanted some examples of rnines that 
have good reclamation, so the president could 
see some of the better strip mines." said 
W. B. Tipton, assistant director of the rnining 
office's Knoxville regional headquarters, 

Tipton said the mining agency was suggest
ing several Eas tern Kentucky mines of the Island 
Creek Coal Co. of Lexington. 

A congressional source said strip rnines in 
the Pike-Martin county area were being considered. 

There will be political connotations to the 
trip because Democratic gubernatorial norninee 
John Y. Brown Jr, may accompany Carter on the 
:oalfield visit. 

Several sources said yesterday, that there 
las been a "real effort" to patch up any dif
:erences between Brown and the president. 

Brown and hi s aides were known to be unde
:ided for sorne time as to whether to attend 
:he fund-raising dinner that Carter was to have 
ttttended earlier this rnonth in Bardstown. 
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Repub lican nominee, Louie B. Nunn has 
attempted to make Carter an issue in his cam
paign against Brown. 

Nunn had sent Carter a telegram on Tues
day asking the President to join him in a 
coalfield tour. 

July 28, 1979 

When I was Chairman of the Subcommittee 
on the District of Columbia Appropriations, 
attempts were made for about five years to 
place on this Bill, an abortion limitation. 
Since more than three-fourths of the money 
in the Bill, not counting federal grants, is 
recei ved from taxpayers, in the District of 
Columbia, I always believed that regardless 
of how you feel about abortion we should not 
force an anti-abortion amendment on this 
Bil1. This year, with a new Chairman from 
Texas, Charles Wilson, an amendment was 
adopted in the House prohibiting the expen
diture of any funds in the District budget 
for abortion. The representative of the 
Bishops who composed a committee to fight 
abortions, was advised by me that it would 
be a serious mistake to place an abortion 
limitation on the District Bill. This man 
is Mark Gallagher and he maintains an office 
here in Washington and operates under the 
direction of the Catholic Bishops Association· 
My admonition was completely ignored and on 
a roll call vote in the House, the anti
abortion amendment was added. Yesterdsy 
on a roll call vote of 55 to 34, the abortion 
ban was rejected in the Senate, during 
debate on the District of Columbia Appro
priations Bill for 1980. The size of this 
vote surprises me, but I was positive that 
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the abortion ban would be eliminated by the 
Senate. In conference now, the House will 
have to recede because the Senate, under no 
circumstances, will permit an abortion ban 
on this Bill. The Mayor and the City Council 
tmder the Home Rule legislation are elected 
by the people, but they were not requested 
to express their opinion one way or another 
about abortion. 

We have an abortion ban on the Labor
HEW Appropriations Bill which I am Chairman 
of and for five years now, we have had a 
battle over this limitation. Each year a 
certain amount of the original abortion ban 
is retained in the Bill and this will apply 
this year. The fact that the Senate has 
acted first on the District Bill makes it 
much harder for us to maintain a ban in our 
Bill and this is one of the main reasons 
why I passed the word to the Bishops that 
they should stay away from the District of 
Columbia Bill. The fact that they could 
succeed so easily in the House, apparently 
was just too much for them. 

After seven years of meticulous planning 
and training under the patronage of Prince 
Charles, a British team of young amateur 
adventurers led by a 35 year old baronet is 
to leave Greenwich, England at the beginning 
of September for a three-year journey along 
the Greenwich Meridian through desert heat 
and polar cold. They will travel by Land
Rover through Europe and West Africa Sahara, 
by ship to the Antarctic, by snowmobile 
acros s 2,600 miles of frigid Antarctica to 
the South Pole, by boat across the Pacific 
to Alaska, by motorized rubber raft up the 
Yukon and Mackenzie Rivers and through tbe 
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icy, 3, OOO-mile Northwest Passage, and by ski 
a!1d snowmobile over the Arctic ice cap to 
the North Po Ie before returning by ship to 
Greenwich. This will really be a trip and 
if these people are successful, they are 
entitled to the largest champagne party ever 
gi ven in the world when they finally return 
to Greenwich. Members of the expedition 
include four men and one woman. 

President Carter yesterday, named two 
Mayors to his Cabinet. He named Moon Landrieu 
a former Mayor of New Orleans to be the next 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
and Portland, Oregon Mayor Neil E. Goldschmidt 
to be Secretary of Transportation. Landrieu 
may be better than Harris. but I have my 
doubts if Goldschmidt compares to my friend, 
Brock Adams. According to pictures that 
are appearing in the paper, the President 
has lost some weight and must be really 
upset over the announcements from the U.S. 
Senate and from other places the he should 
be dropped for further consideration as the 
Democratic Nominee for reelection. 

July 30, 1979 

We go to conference with the Senate 
today on the Labol"-HEW Appropriations Bill 
for Fiscal Year 1980. We have 147 amend
ments in disagreement, but still should be 
able to resolve all of them with the ex
ception of the abortion amendment today. 

FOrnJer President Richard M. Nixon has 
made a down uayment on a $750,000 penthouse 
apattmen t in< an up~er East Side luxury co-
op overlooking Madison Avenue on 72nd Street. 
Th~s nine-room duplex unit is located in a 
16·story '>uilding and has three master bed-



rooms and two servants' rooms. Nixon says 
that he wanted to be in New York nearer to 
his children and grandchildren. 

August 1, 1979 

For the second time in the 20th Century 
a House Member has been censured. 

In the year 1921, Representative Thomas 
Blanton of Texas was censured for placing 
obscene and pornographic language in the 
Congressional Record. During the Civil War, 
three southern Members of Congress were 
censured for joining in the conflict and the 
charges were treason. 

On Monday of this week, the House of 
Representatives voted 205 to 197 to table 
a motion made by freshman Republican Repre
sentative Daniel E. Lungren to oust Diggs 
from the House since he has been convicted 
in federal court and is on appeal with the 
charges being the acceptance of money from 
his employees and general payroll padding. 
In appearing before the Ethics Committee, 
Diggs agreed to repay $40,031.66 in the 
form of an interest-bearing promissory note. 
Upon execution of the note, $500 a month will 
be deducted from Diggs' salary and applied to 
the debt. As soon as Lungren made his motioo, 
Maj ori ty Whip, John Brademas, Democrat of 
Indiana, immediately moved to table the 
motion which precludes debate. On the tabl
ing motion, 63 Democrats and 134 Republicans 
voted to take up the expulsion issue while 
193 Democrats and 12 Republicans voted against 
it. I voted to take up the expulsion issue. 

Yesterday, the House voted 414 to 0 to 
censure Representative Charles C. Diggs, Jr. 
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for padding his staff payroll to obtain 
money for personal use, Diggs is the senior 
black Member of the House and was convicted 
in federal court in October of 1978, on 29 
counts of padding his staff payroll to obtain 
money for personal use. He was sentenced to 
3 years in prison and is appealing the 
sentence. I voted to censure Diggs. 

In the House the sixteen black Members 
all voted to censure him with the exception 
of two Members, Hawkins of California and 
Mitchell of Maryland, who voted present. 
Garcia of New York, a Puerto Rican, voted 
present. 

President Carter was in Kentucky yes
terday. He landed in Louisville about 2: 00 
and looked at a coal burning steam generating 
plant owned by the Louisville Gas and Elec
tric Company and then he went to Bardstown, 
Kentucky for a parade and a town hall meeting. 
He was well received and seemed to enj oy his 
visit very much. 

The President continues to receive low 
ratings in the different polls that are 
taken each month. The public confidence 
in President Carter's ability to deal with 
current problems which went up briefly 
following his energy speech to the Nation, 
has fallen to another low, according to an 
ABC Harris poll released yesterday. Those 
polled gave Carter a 74-25 percent negative 
overall job rating and a 71-23 percent nega
tive confidence rating. Carter received a 
78-19 percent negative rating on his ability 
to deal with the Nation's energy problems 
and an 84-14 percent negative rating on his 
handling of the economy. 
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After completing our conference with 
the Senate on the Labor-gEW Approp~iations 
Bill, we have a bottom line figure of 
$72,350,6L3,OOO tOea:, This does not include 
8173,000, O:JO, 000 in tn:.st fund money. The 
overall total figure is below the ~udget in 
the House ane. Senate, It is $1,337,129.000 
)elow the bueget. Ie is $428,720,000 below 
the House and it is ~470,632,OOO below the 
Senate. 

The House tentatively approved giving 
the Presid!>nt authorization to write a stand
by gas rationing plan. We know nothing about 
a plan that t~ President would SUbmit, and 
I voted against giving him this authorization. 
In addition, on the ~nergy Bill, another ~end
ment was adopted which wea~ens the authori
zation to raise and lower thermosta+: settings 
in commercial buildings in winter and summer, 
We will continue on with the Energy Bill today, 

In today's Washington Post, there is an 
art icle ent i tl ed "Hous e Vo tes to Ce:l sure 
~ep. Diggs", This article is as follows: 

"The House yesterday voted 414 to 0 
:0 censure Rep. Charles C. Diggs Jr. (D-Mich.), 
vilo was convicted of taking salary kickbacks 
" h' crom l:t. S s:aff. 

The action marked the second time this 
:entury that a member of the House has ':Jeen 
:ensured. The 2.ast censure was of Rep, Thomas 
llar:>ton CD-Tex.) Ln :922. for inserting "obscene 
70rcs " in the Congres s iona I S.ecord. 

, Although censure is the most severe PUIl-
1 shrr.el''::, short of expuls:'on, ':he House can 
rete out, it was adminis terec quick!.y a:ld 
;ently to Diggs. 



Censure requires that the member being 
reproved stand in the well of the House while 
the resolution of censure is read publicly. 

Diggs stood quietly while House Speaker 
T':1omas P. (Tip) O'~eill Jr. (D-Mass.) read the 
censure resolution in an almost mournful tone. 

The resolution read: "resolved, that 
Rep. Charles C. Diggs, Jr. be censured: that 
Rep. Charles C. Diggs Jr. forthwith present 
himself in the well of the House for pronounce
ment of censure; that Rep. Charles C. Diggs, Jr. 
be censured with the public reading of this 
resolution by the Speaker: that Rep. Charles 
Diggs, Jr. is ordered to execute and deliver to 
the House an interest-bearing demand promissory 
note for $40,031.66 made payable to the Treas
ury of the United States: that Rep. Charles 
Diggs is ordered, for the remainder of the 96th 
Congress, to require his employees to certify 
to the Committee on Standards of Official Con
duct that the funds he or she receives from 
clerk-hire funds are received in full compli
ance with current House rules: and that the 
House of Representatives adopt the report of 
the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct 
dated July 19, 1979 in the matter of Rep. 
Charles C. Diggs, J~." 

• After the reading of the resolution, mem-
bers crowded around Diggs patting him on the 
back. ' 

Debate on the resolution lasted: 35 min
ute~. In addition to House ethicS committee 
Chal~an Char1e~ E. Bennett CD-Fla.), who 
e~lalTIed the history of the Diggs investiga
t~on and how the Committee reached its conclu
Sion, Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ohio}, was the only 
other Democrat to speak. - Stokes, a fellow 
Black Caucus member with Diggs merely praised 
the quality of the debate and the work of the 
committee. 



Only six RepublLcans spoke, four of them 
Ereshmen. All called the punishment of censure J 

as opposed to expulsLon, "reasonable" or "just 
and fair." Rep. Harold Hollenbeck (R-N.J.) said, 
"The offenses he was charged with did not warrant 
expulsion. That puni.shment has never been im
posed for an action short of treason." 

Oniy three members who joined the Confeder
acy during the Civil War have ever been expelled. 

Two freshman Republicans had called for 
Digg's expulsion Monday, but the motion was 
quickly tabled, 205 to 197. Rep. Floyd D. Spence 
(R-S.C.) said, "yesterday's vote told us there 
iJas not even a majority for expUlsion, much less 
t::he two-thirds required to expell a member." 

Only Rep. Dick B. Cheney CR-Wyo.) spoke 
disparagingly of Diggs' conduct. Cheney said 
Diggs "dishonored himself and dishonored the 
Claus e. I do not believe a man convicted by a 
jury of his peers should continue serving in the 
Clouse. " Cheney said a "sense of decency and 
cespect. . . dictated resignation. I believe he 
should have resigned long ago and should do so 
:lOW. " 

Diggs sat in a front row seat throughout 
::he debate, speaking only to defer to Stokes. 

Diggs was convicted last year on 29 counts 
:Jf taking salary kickbacks of more than $60,000 
Erom his staff to pay personal and official 
:xpenses. He has been reelected since his convic
::ion, and is appealing his sentence of three 
,1ears in prison. 

Attempts early in the year by freshman 
'<.epublicans to expel Diggs were referred to the 
:thics committee for investigation. On June 29, 
::'1e ethics committee announced suddenly that 
Jiggs had offered a settlement, agreeing to ac
:ept censure and make restitution of some $40,000 
3nd apologize to the House for the discredit he 
J:ough t: on it . 



Diggs becomes the lath member of the 
House ever to be censured. Censure was 
recollTIl1ended las t year for one member of the 
House involved in Korean influence-buying 
scandals, but Rep. Edward Roybal's CD-Calif.) 
punishment was reduced to a reprimand by the 
House. 

In 1967, a special House committee recom
mended that the House censure then-congressman 
Adam Clayton Powell (D-N. Y.) for alleged mis
use of public funds. 

The House voted instead to exclude Powell 
froID voting or serving on committees, but the 
Supreme Court ruled subsequently that this 
was unconstitutional. The House then stripped 
Powell of his seniority and fined him $25, 000." 

The Censure order was read to Diggs as 
he appeared in the Well pursuant to the rules 
of the House. The procedure was as follows: 

"Mr. BENNETT, Mr. Speaker, I call 
up a privileged resolution CH. Res. 378) in 
the matter of Representative CHARLES C. DIGGS, 
JR., and ask for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as follows: 

H. RES. 378 

Resolved, 
(1) that Representative Charles C. Diggs, 

Junior, be censured; 

(2) that Representative Charles C. Diggs, 
Junior forthwith present himself in the well 
of the House for the pronouncement of censure; 

(3) that Representative Charles C. Diggs, 
Junior, be censured with the public reading of 
this resolution by the Speaker; 
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(4) that Representative Charles C. Diggs, 
Jun ior, is ordered to execute and deliver to 
the House an intere st- bearing demand promis
sory note for $40,031. 66, made payable to the 
Treasury of the Uni ted States; 

(5) that Representative Charles C. Diggs 
Junior, be ordered, for the remainder of the 
Ninety-sixth Congress, to require his employ
ees to certify to the Committee on Standards 
of Official Conduct that the funds he or she 
receives from clerk-hire funds are received in 
full comp liance with current House rules; and 

(6) that the House of Representatives 
adopt the report of the Committee on Standards 
of OffiCial Conduct dated July 19, 1970, in the 
Matter of Representative Charles C. Diggs, 
Junior. " 

August 2, 1979 

We passed the gasoline rationing legis
lation yesterday. Some of the amendments 
adopted may s low this legis lation down until 
we get back from the August recess period 
because the Senate and the President will 
not accept the Bill if it contains the amend
ments that they object to. The energy situ
ation is critical but I am not in favor of 
buying a pig in a poke. This Emergency Standby 
Gasoline Rationing Authority gives to the 
President the power to set in motion, state 
and federal plans to conserve energy. I 
would like to see what some of those plans 
are before I would vote in favor of such 
legis la t ion. 

Speaker Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. yesterday 
ordered a Congressional inquiry into how an 
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Illinois Congressman could be recorded voting 
on the House Floor, while he was in Chicago. 
In the meantime, the Speaker told the House 
that he will let the votes electronically 
attributed to Representative Morgan Murphy 
Democrat of Chicago, to remain on the record. 
This brought about a howl from all of the 
Republicans and some Democrats. Murphy said 
he had his vote card with him in Chicago and 
does not tmderstand how the votes got re
corded. He was recorded as voting six times 
on six different Bills. The Speaker asked 
the Ethics Committee and the House Admini-
s tration Commit tee to look into the matter. 

I like Morgan Murphy. He is a lawyer 
and does not resemble the usual Chicago 
Member, either in looks or action. I simply 
cannot understand how such an event could 
take place. 

We start our August recess tomorrow 
and will return on Wednesday, September 6. 
Virginia and I will drive down and we will 
stop in Cambridge, Ohio on the way home. 
Celeste and Darwin will be in New York, but 
we will have an opportunity to take the five 
boys out to dinner and then Peter and Billy 
have planned for me to play poker with them 
for three or four hours, before I leave for 
Bowling Green. We play with matches and 
both of them are right good. In fact, they 
beat me most of the time and this, of course, 
really amuses them. 

September 4, 1979 

I have just returned to Washington from 
Kentucky. During the month of August, I 
traveled some 2,514 miles in my district. 
This is the month each year that I go all 
over my district, spending a day in each 
of my twenty counties. I averaged about 



140 miles a day and during my tour of 
the district, I saw several thousand people 
and had a chance to talk to a great many of 
them. This helps me, especially when we 
have problems like the energy crisis and 
inflation. These are the two major problems 
confronting our people today and both are 
serious. 

During the August recess period, a 
great many articles were written about the 
Presidential race which takes place next 
year. Connally, Reagan, Bush, Ford, Baker, 
Anderson and Crane are all moving on the 
Republican side and on the Democratic side, 
although President Carter is not an announced 
candidate, he will run for re-election. 
Senator Kennedy still maintains that he 
is not a candidate, but in my opinion, has 
been running for President every day for 
the past three years. 

The polls show President Carter to be 
at his lowest point and the last poll showed 
only 23% of the people indicating that they 
believe he is qualified to be President of 
the Uni ted States. The sad part about 
President Carter is that he has been unable 
to tell the people what he has done since he 
has been President. In one of my speeches 
during the Augus t recess period at Owensboro, 
Kentucky, at the big Democratic picnic, I 
decided to tell the people some of the things 
that President Carter has done that all of 
our Presidents beginning with President 
Ei senhower have backed away from. The 
Middle East settlement, the social security 
amendments legislation which now places this 
system in the category of being actuarially 
sound, and a great many other problems have 
at least been confronted by President Carter 
and he has sincerely made an effort to solve 
them. He continues to be cool insofar as 
the Congres s is concerned and this has made 



:i. t rieh t difficult for him evpr since 
he was inaugurated President. 

I know that no Democrat has been 
elected President who failed to carry the 
southern states and I further know that 
president Carter is in trouble at this 
time in a number of these states. 

]Juring the recess period, President 
Carter took a boat ride on the Delta Queen 
down the Missis sippi River. He and Mrs. 
Carter, along with their young daughter, 
Amy y;ere aboard for about a week and at 
each stop, he talked with and shook hands 
with hundreds of people. This was kind of 
a working vacation and after he left the 
Del ta Queen, he went to Plains, Georgia for 
the balance of the recess period. 

MyoId friend, John B. Breckinridge, 
who set'ved with us from the Sixth Dis trict 
died during the recess period and since he' 
had suffered a slight stroke after being 
defeated in the Primary and before he left 
Washington, we were not surprised to hear 
that he had died after suffering a severe 
heart attack. John Breckinridge was always 
a gentleman but was never too much interested 
in most of his duties as a Member of the 
House. 

Another event that took place during the 
recess period was the awarding of the Doctor 
of Laws Honorary Degree to me by Western 
Kentucky University. This took place on 
Friday, August 10 and there was a tremendous 
crowd at the football stadium where the 
graduation ceremony was held. Some 1 109 
graduates received degrees and when c~lled 
upon to say a few words after accepting 
the Honorary Degree, I thanked a number 
of the teachers who had meant so much to 
me when I was a student at Western; people 
li1<c Dr. Stickles, Dr. Al@xander, Mr. Clagett, 



Gabriele Rob ertson and Jane Ercel Egbert. 
These people a.re all dead now but were out
standing tea chers and people who left a great 
impress ion o:n all of their students. After 
the ceremony, a number of the teachers came 
up on the pl.at£orm and thanked me for recog
nizing those teachers and staff members who 
were at Weste= when I was a student and 
these people seemed to be very much pleased 
since I did recognize a number of the members 
of the faculty. According to those who con
gratulated me, this is not done too often. 

During the recess period, our old friend 
Andrew Young, our Ambassador to the United 
Nations finally resigned and is now just as 
controversial a figure as he was while serving 
wi th us in the House of Representatives and 
while serving as our Ambassador to the United 
Nations Organization. 

Everyone said that it could not be done, 
but Diana Nyad succeeded in swimming from 
the Bahamas to Florida. This 30-year-old 
New Yorker was swirmning in the ocean for 
27 hours and 38 minutes and this was quite 
a feat. 

Virginia and I arc delighted that 
Jeffrey Jirles was accepted at Vanderbilt 
University and has started his freshman year. 
We believe he will make an excellent record 
and with Dr. F.D. Reardon, Sr., Dr. F.D. 
Reardon, Jr., Charles Reardon and Virginia 
all having attended Vanderbilt and graduat
ing with different kinds of degrees, this 
certainly rnerus that on this side of our 
family, our people know that Vanderbilt is 
one of the great Universities in this country. 

Jim White has started his second year 
at Oberlin an~ I can hardly believe that 
'Virginia is old enough to have two grandsons 
in College_ 
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September 5, 1979 

Early this morning, the funeral for 
Lord Mountbat ten was hele at Westminster 
Abbey in London. This man was one of the 
finest looking men around the world and was 
a man who established quite a military 
record. In World War II, he served as 
Supreme Allied Commander in Southeast Asia, 
leading the armies that defeated the Japanese 
in Burma. He took the surrender of the 
Imperial J apanes e Army in Singapore in 1945. 
Dignitaries from around the world attended 
the funeral this morning, but none repre
sented Japan. The Japanese Embassy in Lon
don said tha t they had not been invited to 
send a representative and that Lord Mount
batten did not want any Japanese officials 
at his funeral. Following the death of 
Lord Mountbatten on August 27, which took 
place when his fishing boat was blown up 
off the wes t coas t of the Irish Republic, 
reportedly by the Provisional Irish Repub
lic Army, the Japanese Government remained 
silent and issued no public statement of 
condolence. This assassination was one of 
the horrible events to take place during 
the year of 1979. He was the Uncle of 
Queen Elizabeth I s husband, Prince Phillip 
and Lord ~!ountbatten was also a cousin of 
Queen Elizabeth. 

We start back in today to finish up 
the First Session of the 96th Congress. On 
our Committee on Appropriations, we have 
13 regular appropriation bills each year, 
together with a continuing resolution. 
Alchough October 1 begins a new Fiscal Year, 
onLy three of our Bi:ls have passed the 
Rouse and ,he Senate, wit] t'1e three 



'erence reports for each Bill, having als() 
:ed the HouSe. The three Bills where the 
'erence reports have been adopted in the 
e, are EnergY and Water, State~Justice~ 
terce, and Labor-ffEW. The conference 
,rt on liUD has been filed and is ready 
House consideration. Two more Bills 
.culture Appropriations and District ~f 
mbia Budget have passed the House and 
Senate and conferences will be scheduled 
in the next few days, Treasury~postal 
ice, Interior and Military Construction 
passed the Rouse and are now before 

Senate, Foreign Assistance, Transpor-
on and Defense have not passed the House. 

Changing the Fiscal Year date from 
to October L has not helped the sit

on very much because we on our Committee 
constantly delayed, wai ting for the ' 
orization cornroittees to act before we 
bring out the Appropriation Bills, 
ner factor that is present today, is 
controversial nature of each Appropria-
Bill when it is presented to the House 

Senate, Some want to reduce the Bill 
tantially and others want to increase 
,mounts to levels that are not acceptable 
le President, 

Hurricane David has finally dissipated 
: causing over a billion dollars damage 
:aking the lives of well over a thousand 
.e in Latin America, It finally headed 
'ds South Carolina and Georgia, but the 
,ts this morning are good and it appears 
the whirling ca~age caused to Cuba and 
, Domingo \las jus~ enough to take the 
lout of this one which is probably the 

one we had since L 968, 
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We h1'!-ve in Washington, a magazine 
entitled, "'"The Washingtonian." This magazine 
compares f.avorably with the "New Yorker" 
and from time to time they really take on 
the Congre ss. In the July issue they list 
the CAPITO:::L HILL BEST AND WORST. Here is 
the way they rate some of the Members of 
Congress: 

CONGRESSIONAL EGO 
BIGGEST: Senators 
and PTank Church. 
tive ~ack Brooks. 

MOST INTELLIGENT 

Charles Percy 
Representa-

BRIGH'TEST: Senator Jacob Javits 
Representative David Obey. 

MOST COURTLY 
BEST: Senator John Stennis. 
Representative William Natcher. 
WORST: Senator Jake Gam. 
Representative Michael Ozzie 
Myers. 

TEMPE:RAMENT 
BEST: Sena tor Paul Se.rbanes. 
Representative Thomas Foley. 
WORST: Senator Edmund Muskie. 
Representative John Dingell 

LIKED BY COLLEAGUES 
BEST: Senator Gaylord Nelson. 
Representative Frank Thompson. 
WORST: Senator Robert Byrd. 
Representative Delbert Latta. 

FASHH1NABLE 
BEST: Ser.ator Abraham Ribicoff. 
Representative Ronald Dellums. 
WORST: Sena::or Lo\Nell Weicker. 
Repre sent ative Ed\Nard Patten. 
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RESPECTED BY COLLEAGUES 
~OST: Senator Charles Mathias. 
Representative Tip 0' Neill. 
LEAST: Senator Gordon Humphrey. 
Representative Charles Diggs. 

EFFECTIVE 
MOST: Senator Russell Long. 
Representative Barber Conable. 
LEAST: Senator Claiborne Pell. 
Representative Andy Jacobs. 

SPE1\KING ABILITY 
BEST: Senator Ernest Hollings. 
Representatives Jim Wright and 
John Anderson. 
WORST: Senator Howard Cannon. 
Representative Mario Biaggi. 

Sadat and Begin are meeting again 
in Israel and moves are being made to give 
some recognition to the PLO' s. This is 
the subject that brought about the reSig
nation of Andy Young and is one that the 
Israelis have refused to consider since 
the PLO' s do not recognize Israel or the 
fact that Israel is a country that is to 
survive. 

During the year of 1979 we have had a 
great many major events take place around 
the 'World. At least there is no major war 
unde-rwayaround the world, notwithstanding 
the skirmishes that continue from time to 
time in Africa. In this country, we are 
faced with the most serious inflation that 
we have had during my lifetime and with an 
energy crisis that must be solved if we are 
to continue as the most powerful country in 



the world. 

In considering the budget for Fiscal 
Year: 1980, we approved of only a very few 
new programs, hoping to bring the budget 
in ":lalance. If we pass a lO-year $142 billior 
Synt:hetic Fuels Bill, this simply means that 
a balanced budget will not be presented in 
the next three years. The question is shall 
we take the chance on unemployment and having 
cDld people next winter throughout the country 
This is a serious problem and the Senate so 
far, has not accepted the President's pro
pDsal outlined in the Synthetic Fuels Bill 
because this would knock the balanced budget 
proposal out the window. 

For several months now, we have heard 
vEry little about the ratification of the 
E<ju.a.l Rights Amendment. Three or four of 
tlle states ratified and then when the 
l~g:islature met the following year, repu
diated the ratification. The Attorney Gen
e::ral in an informal ruling, said that in 
his opinion, once the legislature ratified 
i 1: could not later repudiate their action. 
11: still requires 4 or 5 more states for 
ratification of this amendment and it is 
still right controversial. 

In speaking of Constitutional Amend
ments since I have been a Member of Con
g:res s. we have approved four Amendment s 
in the Congress and the four were ratified 
b:5 the states. che 23rd Amendment was 
approved by Resolution of Congress on 
Jue 17, 1960 and this amendment provided 
for the Presidential election vote in the 
D:ist::r:i..ct of Columbia. The 24th Amendment 
was approved by Resolution of Congress on 
August 27, 1962 and this amendment provided 
tbat: no citizen should be deprived 0 f his 
right to vote by virtue of any poll tax 
or oth.er tax requirement. Next we had the 
25t'1 A.1!lendment which was approved by Reso-



lu.tion of Congress on July 6, 1965 and 
this amendment provided for the filling of 
the vacancy in the Office of Vice Presi
del:lt and the right of the Vice President 
to take over in case the President was 
unable to carry out the duties of the 
of£ice. Next we had the 26th Amendment 
which provides for the rights of citizens 
of :he United States to vote on attaining 
18 ,ears of age. This amendment was approved 
by Resolution of Congress on March 23, 1971. 

Only sixteen amendments have been 
ado]lted to the Constitution since the ori
gin.!l Constitution was signed. Upon approv
ing the first ten amendments, then enough 
votes were secured for the signing of the 
Constitution and from that time down to 
the present date, only 16 have been rati
fied by the people of this country. From 
time to time we have amendments presented 
concerning abortion, forced busing and other 
matters and certainly these amendments are 
not necessary even though at the time they 
gen~rate a lot of sentiment. 

I hope that no additional amendments 
will be approved by the Congress during the 
bala:nce of this year. 

September 7, 1979_ 

On March 1, 1954 I was in the House 
Chamber sitting two seats away from Kenneth 
Robet::ts, when the four Puerto Ricans shot 
five of the Members. On our side, Repre
sentatives, Kenneth Roberts of Alabama, 
Cli:Eord Davis of Tennessee and George Fallon 
of Mcryland were shot and on the Republican 
side, Representatives Bentley of Michigan 
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and Jensen o£ Iowa were s~ot. This was 
probably the most exci ting event that has 
ever occurred in the House of Representatives 
Chamber and after the four Puerto Ricans were 
captured, they were tried and sent to prison. 
All four maintained that they were advocates 
of and followers of the group that favored 
Puerto Rican independence. 

President Carter yesterday, granted 
freedom to the four Puerto Ricans who have 
been in prison since 1954. The White House 
said that the granting of clemency was 
recommended by Attorney General Benjamin R. 
Civiletti and Secretary of State Cyrus R. 
Vance. Each prisoner has served more than 
25 years and this, of course, is considered 
a much longer period than most criminals 
serve and since the four, according to the 
Attorney General, pose little risk of further 
illegal activity of becoming the rallying 
point for terroris t groups, they should be 
freed. There will be probably very little 
connnen t on the Pres iden t 's action at this 
time, but if some of the older Members who 
were alive and in the House Chamber at the 
time of the shooting in 1954 were here, 
there would really be a number of speeches 
made today and wi thin the next few days 
indicating displeasure with the action of 
the President. 

The stationing of Soviet Troops in Cuba 
which was only recently discovered, will play 
an active part in the SALT II debate which 
will begin in the Senate on October l. 

During my tour of the District during 
the Augus t rec e 5S, I had an opportunity to 
talk to a great crany people concerning 



inflation. ~ost of ~hem agreed with me that 
we must, in our families anc homes throughout 
this country, cut back on expenditures and 
on the high cost of :~viLg scale that we 
have enjoyed so much during the ?ast five 
years. Yesterday, our new Secretarv of the 
Treas ury, G. \ili 11 iaIl.'- ~filler ""arne d that the 
Nation rr.ust go t~rough a period of austerity 
for at least the next two years ~o wring 
inflation our of our system. This austerity 
period must have the full backing of the 
public, he said and I certainly agree. 

September 10, 1979 

On Wednesday week, a battle over the 
federal budget starts in the House when the 
Second Budget Resolution and the final one 
is called up for final passage. There will 
be considerable pressure to impose fiscal 
restraint as a way of controlling inflation 
and at the same time, powerful special 
interests led by the military are allowing 
for spending increases to keep their programs 
level with rising prices. During general 
debate on this Resolution, the RepUblicans 
will demand a big taK cut that they sav would 
head off a threateni:l.g recession. At the time 
the First Budget Resol.u:io!l for Fiscal Year 
1980 was adopted, we sec the deficit at 
$23 billion and the spending ceiling at 
$530 billion. Now th.e Senate wants to 
take off $4 bi1'-ion oore from the spending 
cei ling and mos t 0 f t::is would come out of 
the appropriation hi:l ~or Labor-Health, 
Education and We~fare. 

;.rith all 0:: his problems concerning 
inflati.on, the comb a: troops from the Soviet 
Union which number some 3,000 that are n01>l' 
stationed in Cuba an'; tbe energy crisis, 
Presice:1t Carter 1..5 :igbting an uphill 
~attle to gain recognit ion for his leadership 



in the Whj te HOUR€ and so far, is slilJDinp
back more each day. According to the'pre~s, 
Senator Kennedy, within the past 10 days, 
has talked with his mother and his wife, 
who is now living in Boston, about his run
ning for President, if for any reason some
thing happens to President Carter. The 
Senator announced that his mother and his 
wife said that they had no obj ection to 
his making this race. On Friday of this 
past week, Senator Kennedy had lunch with 
the President at the White House and accord
ing to the two Atlanta newspapers, Senator 
Kennedy asked President Carter to withdraw 
in his race for re-election because if he 
remained in the race and was nominated, he 
could not win. The President denied that 
this conversation took place but his res
ponse was so worded that statements indi
cating the same meaning could have been made 
by Senator Kennedy so it is believed gen
erally here on the Hill that the Senator 
did ask him to indicate that he would not 
be a candidate for re-election. 

In speaking of the combat troops in 
Cuba, several weeks ago, Senator Richard 
Stone of Florida received information that 
there were some 2, 000 to 3, 000 Soviet combat 
troops in Cuba,and last week the White 
House admitted that in addition to Soviet 
military advisors, there were combat troops 
stationed in Cuba and the President further 
indicated that they had been there for 
several years. This brought forth a statement 
immediately from former President Ford that 
if any troops were stationed there during 
his term as President, he was never advised 
that this was the situation and in fact, 
he did not believe that any combat troops 
were in Cuba while he was President. He 
then went on to make a right positive state
ment that President Carter should stop 
shifting the blame and should proceed 
i11llIlediately to get these combat troops out 



of Cuba. Today, the Russian Ambassador 
will meet:: with the Secretary of State and 
this wi.lL be the problem under dis cussion 
The Sovie t Ambass ado! has just ret umed 
from the Soviet Union and should be in a 
posi tion to discuss this problem withou t 
any quest ion with our Secretary of State. 

Pres ident Carter cont inues to have 
problems with his White House staff. At 
the Democratic Leadership breakfast at the 
White House last week, Tip 0' Neill informed 
the President that: he had to nave more of a 
White House presence on the Hill this Fall 
He went on to say that: the President needed 
more liaison people showing up more frequently 
in Congressmen's offices to convince them 
that the President was working diligently 
for his program. 

Unemployment has jumped from 5.7% 
to 6% and this is a jump that has been 
expected since the economists in this COuntry 
deem i~ necessary eyen if i~ is ~o1itically 
risky ~n order to flght agalnst lnflation. 
Fighting inflation brings on one problem 
after another. 

It is very seldom when you see an 
article in the paper which is favorable 
to the President these days. In Sunday's 
New York Times, Willi8lll Tucker, a Contri_ 
buting editor to Harper's Magazine, outlined 
the President' s problems and then went on 
to say that Jimmy Carter had been doing a 
very good job of waking up Amerlcan' s to 
the new reali. ties of the world. The com
plaint, according to this author, now is 
that the 1resident has not disv:ayed 
leadershi~. .At the same time, 1yndon B. 
Johnson and Richard M. Nixon were both 
strong leacer:s and both were dr'ven from 
office. Fe went on to say that Gerald R 
Ford, who made notable efforts in curbing 
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inflation, was the first incumbent to 
be voted out of office since Herbert 
Hoover. In enumerating some of the things 
the President has done, Tucker described 
these transactions as being the kind that 
an alert President would tackle and not 
just sit by and do nothing. Following 
Watergate, the people indicated that they 
wanted a nice sensitive man in the Office 
of President and Mr. Carter filled this bill. 
Now, the public, according to the polls, 
wants a dynamic leader who tells it what 
to do and since the President has been con
vinced that this is what the people want, 
he is now adj usting his style accordingly. 
This man writes a right good article and 
described the situation today better than 
most other writers who seem to want to put 
the meat ax into President Carter in every 
other paragraph. This seems to be the media's 
style now and the kind that they believe sells 
newspapers and causes people to jump up and 
down with glee when they hear such state
ments on television and radio. 

September 11, 1979 

The Kennedy canidacy for President is 
really being discussed now in Washington. 
Yesterday Tip 0' Neil1 our Speaker, said that 
if Kennedy decided to run, he will have the 
support of the New England Congressional 
Delegation. He went on to say that he did 
not believe that Kennedy could be denied 
the Democratic Nomination if he were to 
run. The timing of the Speaker's connnents 
added to the political flurry Kennedy started 
last week when he announced that his mother 
and his wife, who is living in Bos ton, had 
given approval to a Presidential campaign. 



- ~O,819 -

Previously Tip O'Neill said that if Kennedy 
were to run, Carter would not get the nomi
nation. 

The four Puerto Rican Nationalists were 
given quite an ovation in Chicago when they 
were released from prison. Lolita Lebron. 
Rafael Cancel Miranda, Irving Flores Rodri
guez and Oscar Collazo were granted clemency 
last week by President Carter who ordered 
them freed as a significanthumanitarian 
gesture. The fourth Nationalist in the 
House shoot-up. Andres Figueroa Cordero, died 
of cancer in March. Only the woman and the 
three men were saluted in Chicago. Collazo 
had been imprisoned for his attempt to 
assassinate President Harry Truman in 1950. 
The three men and the one woman were con
victed of shooting up the House and one of 
the three men was Cordero who died of cancer 
in March. 

The Soviet Ambassador, in meeting with 
the Secretary of State yesterday, rejected 
the United States 'position on Moscow's troops 
in Cuba. The Pravda newspaper in the Soviet 
Union says that though the troops stationed 
in Cuba are only training Cuban troops, they 
are not combat forces stationed in Cuba for 
any other purpose. The statement contained 
in the Soviet newspaper described Soviet 
forces in Cuba as a training unit that has 
not changed in func tion or number since it 
was introduced in 1962, the year of the Cuban 
missile crisis. After the meeting of the 
Secretary of State and the Soviet Ambassador 
yesterday, no public statement was issued 
by either side. An annoucement was made 
that another meeting will be held on Wednesday 
of this week. 
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September 12, 1979 

According to word that we received 
here on the Hill, Senator Edward Kennedy 
told President Carter in their private lunch 
last Friday, that he has changed his position 
and is now considering challenging Carter for 
the 1980 Democratic Presidential nomination. 
Yesterday, Kennedy said that he may run for 
President unless there is an improvement in 
the economy or at least a perception of 
impovement by the American people. Kennedy 
said he will announce his decision before 
the end of this year so that if he decides 
to run, he can campaign in Iowa and New 
Hampshire, the first Presidential contests 
in 1980. The Senator went on to say that he 
reassessed his position after a number of 
Democratic colleagues in Washington and 
elsewhere expressed concerns to him during 
July that many Democratic incumbents would 
be in jeopardy in 1980 if Carter heads the 
Party Presidential ticket. According to 
rumor eleven of the twenty-four Senate 
Democrats who face reelection have spoken 
to Kennedy about running. At the lunch, 
Mrs. Carter was also in attendance and for 
months now, when the President invites 
Members of Congress down for a private lunch, 
she is always in attendance. It seems that 
he wants to get her reaction to the conver
sation that takes place while the lunch is 
underway. 

The President has again changed his 
mind about a very important matter. After 
oppos i tion in the Congres s over the amount 
that a synthetic fuels program would cost, 
the President agreed yesterday to slow down 
his synthetic fuels progral!' advising Senate 
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leaders that he would accept a two stage 
synthetic fuels strategy in place of the 
$88 billion crash program he proposed only 
two months ago. This probably means that the 
President is obtaining most of everything 
that he has requested, but I think he has 
made a mistake in agreeing to go along on 
a reduced program. The energy crisis is too 
serious for him to change his mind just 
because Senator Jackson of Washington and 
a few others are against the original program 
as submitted and in fact, are simply against 
President Carter. Jackson has never forgiven 
Carter for what he did to him in the Penn
sylvania Presidential primary in 1976. 

September 13, 19]9 

Three of the Puerto Ricans who shot 
up the House, along with their fourth com
pa. triot. returned to Puerto Rico and in 
today's newspaper appeared a lengthy article 
entitled, "Terrorists Given Heroes r - Welcome 
in Puerto Rico." A portion of this article 
is as follows: 

"Thousands of screaming Puerto 
Ricans tore down fences and surged against 
police lines today to greet four terrorist 
l1eroes of the nationalist movement returning 
co Puerto Rico after a quarter century in 
O. S. prisons. 

The four, who were freed on Monday, wept 
gs they embraced relatives and friends on 
grrivai at San Juan Airport. Supporters, 
estimated at about 6,000 strong madly waved 
g sea of flags and banners near a makeshift 
speakers r platform, sJouting "Viva Puerto 



Rico libre" and "Jibaros si. Yanquis no.," 
Jibaros are native Puerto Ricans. 

Their loudest cries were "Lolita! 
Lolita," for the still-fi.ery Lolita Lebron, 
59, the leader of a group that shot up the 
House of Representatives in 1954, wounding 
five congressmen. "You must know the facts," 
she shouted at the crowd, h.er voice hoarse 
from two days of speeches. "The United 
States will repress anyone that tries to 
assert their birthrigh.t on nationhood." The 
crowd roared its agreement. 

Oscar Collazo, 67, who tried to as
sassinate President Truman in 19.50, told 
the people to ignore the tears on his face .. 
"I am so happy to be in a place where I am 
not afraid to express my emotions,'" he said." 

September 15, 1979 

We are still behind with our legislative 
program in the First Session of the 96th Con
gress. It now appears that 12 appropriation 
bills will have passed in the House by the 
beginning of the new fiscal year on October l. 
Only 3 will be sent down to the President for 
his signature. Several of the bills have not 
passed the Senate and we finally passed in the 
House yesterday a Department of Defense auth
Drization bill that is 4 months late and the 
bill that we have had to wait on before pass
ing the Defense Appropriation Bill for Fiscal 
Year 1980. 

Two of our appropriation bills are now on 
the President's desk for his consideration. 
One is the Public Works Appropriation Bill 
and the other is the appropriation bill for 
State, Justice and Connnerce. I saw a letter 
)"esterday that the Speaker signed and under
stand that the Majority Leader has also pre
;:Jared a letter with both to go down to the 
President urging him to sign thp. "ppropriation 



bill for public works and not veto the bill. 
The Tellico Darn in Tennessee, where that 
famous snaildarter was discovered and blown 
completely out of proportion by the environ
mentalists, is a part of the appropriation 
bill for final construction wi th only $12 mil
lion necessary to complete the project. Well 
over $100 million has been spent on this pro
ject so far during the past 5 years. The 
Secretary of Interior is insisting that the 
President veto the bill because of the environ· 
mental interests involved. The Corps of Engin
eers maintain that they scooped up all of the· 
snaildarters and transferred them to another 
stream and since every effort was made to 
locate the very last snaildarter to move, the 
President should not use this as an excuse to 
veto the bill. The snail darter is about the 
size of a paperclip and is considered an en
dangered species. Today we do not know as to 
whether or not the President will sign the 
bill or veto the bill but Tom Bevill of Ala
bama, the Subcommittee Chairman on Public 
Works told me that if the President vetoed 
his bill again, he could do his own campaign
ing in Alabama as far as he was concerned. 
Bevill has been Chairman of this Subcommittee 
now for three years and the first year Presi
dent Carter signed the bill and later said 
he should have vetoed the bill. Last year 
he did veto the public works bill and we 
failed to override. 

We take the Continuing Resolution to the 
full Committee on Monday of next week and 
operating ten or twelve departments of the 
federal government under a Continuing Reso
lution is not good. 

MyoId friend Jerry Ford really seems to 
be enjoying life. His wife emphatically 
stated this past week that she did not want 
1im to be a candidate for President or for 
any other public office. My guess is that 
1er wi.sh will come true. 
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