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lre George W. Cherry,
Enterprise Oregone

iiy dear Drother Ceorgo:

I am inclosing e photo of a dead man
made in brongees It is ten feet from the bottom of his feet
to the top of h's heade This is a photo ol the product of the work of
Loredo Taft the sculptor over a period of three years. Of course,
this does not moen he has worked on the statue three years cone
timuously but it does mean that et different interwvale during
the threo years I have been in his studio andithat the statue
wae made from life, It is a wonderful picce of work ace rding
to the opinion of otherss Of course, one camnot make a proper
estimate ooncerning himself, lrs. Cherry and e committee visited
the studio e few months ago and they all speak of it as a real
piece of arte The statue will not be put up until after I am
doad. I am not willing for folks to throw gravel on it and make
marks on it and tell things about me umtil after I am deads
There has been real pressure brought upon me to allow it to be
put up at onces This I will nover agree toes I am not willing
to walk around #n this live camus end look at its dead president,
especially in hronge.

Confidentially,and very confidentially I
have nover been intercsted in it, but I would not offend my friends
by saying this. When the matter was ffrst brought before me I
refused to agree with the plan for the statue, but a comuittee of
ny old friends and coworkers waited upon me and I was tol! by this
committee that they felt I had no right to remove myself from the
hands of those who had stood by me and that they felt I should
let them go aheed with the programe This was a statement it
was hard for me to meet end I agreed but only un or the conditions
montioned abovee One membor of this commitbtee was .J.!.Alexander
whom you lkmowe lle told me very emphatically that while he felt
a little like I do about these things,he still felt I should
allow my friends to do what they wante in this case. lNow,
I am sending this photo with no feeling of pride but because you
are my brother. You have written in the pebt and asked me to
tell you something ebout ite I have told you about all I know
excopt when the artist looked at some of the rinkles in my
hands and fac€ and took a piece of clay not bigger than a pin
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head to work them out I became sometires quite nervous and
wondered what it ell meant. Notwithstardin; the fact that the
statue is a monument , I am not thinking of it in thise sense. If
I have & monument it is an invigible one--it is in the hearts and
lives of those young men and women who have come to this in titution
and have been a part of its life snd leaderhhips. It is in this
great Hill ,the most beautiful in the Southe The only way you
can understand the beauty of the Hil' is to be here« It is a
complete panorama thet enables one to have far reaches of landscape
and beautye.

. This letter is written and this photo is sent
without an  thought of pride, but as a result of a brotherly
affection for one who lives far away.

Fraternally yours,

HECsF .
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