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In the fall of 2013 we received an email from a student, Meghan Althauser, from the service sorority Omega Phi Alpha. The sorority’s 

focus that semester was to work with girls in science, and someone had told them that The Center for Gifted Studies program, Super 

Saturdays, had several science classes and that we were looking for student helpers. I was so impressed with Meghan when we met. 

She was organized, �exible, and excited to get involved. The next two years we relied heavily on Meghan’s wonderful organizational 

skills to place amazing student helpers in Super Saturdays classes. I was thrilled when I saw that Meghan was now a teacher and 

working on her MAE in Gifted Education and Talent Development and enrolled in classes with Dr. Julia Roberts. I hoped that some 

of the experiences she had with Super Saturdays led her to this.   — Gail Hiles (Super Saturdays Coordinator)

Life is about seizing op-

portunities. The opportunities 

available to me during my time 

at WKU helped to prepare me for 

my future more than one could 

expect. As a college freshman 

in the Fall of 2011, I began this 

series of life-changing opportu-

nities when I joined the service 

sorority, Omega Phi Alpha. Two 

years later, as a service com-

mittee head, I met Gail Hiles to 

discuss a possible service project. From this meeting, I was 

able to begin my two-year volunteer work with The Center of 

Gifted Studies’ Super Saturdays program.

As an elementary education major, I gained many valu-

able educational experiences working in a variety of Super 

Saturdays classes centering on Chinese culture, puzzle mak-

ing with the Hunger Games, fairy tales, musical theatre, and 

biology. I met and worked with many qualified gifted educa-

tors and students. I was fascinated by the complex thinking 

and application skills of the students in these classes. The 

integration of curriculum through authentic experiences 

provided a very engaging and higher level of learning envi-

ronment for the students. I became inspired to one day cre-

ate a similar environment in my classroom. I observed and 

B Y  M E G H A N  A LT H A U S E R

absorbed everything I could to 

grow as an educator throughout 

this experience. I also began to 

see how more advocates within 

the school systems were needed 

to make sure the needs of gifted 

students were being met. This 

inspired me to continue to pur-

sue my graduate work with WKU 

to help meet the needs of gifted 

students.

After graduating in 2015, 

I continued my college education with WKU by earning an 

endorsement as an elementary math specialist in 2016. 

Now in my second year teaching fifth grade, I could not be 

more grateful for my time with WKU and Super Saturdays. 

My work with the students in the program has given me 

insight into the needs and capabilities of the gifted. As a 

current graduate student with WKU’s MAE Gifted Education 

and Talent Development, I hope to take the knowledge I 

gained from these courses along with my work with Super 

Saturdays to shape my classroom to be a place of higher 

level learning. WKU and Super Saturdays allowed me to gain 

many life-changing experiences, and I am excited to see 

what other opportunities my graduate work with WKU will 

lead me.
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The international Headquarters of 
the World Council for Gifted and Talented 
Children (WCGTC) relocated to Western 
Kentucky University in January 2011. The 
WCGTC has held the World Conference 
around the world from London to Sydney 
since 1975. The next conference will 
be close to home: The 23rd Biennial 
World Conference will be hosted by the 
Executive Committee in Nashville, TN, July 
24 – 28, 2019, on the campus of Vanderbilt 
University.

The World Conference is always 
a time to network with researchers, 
psychologists, educators, and parents 
interested in serving gifted students 
from around the world. At the 2017 
World Conference hosted in Sydney, 

approximately 730 people participated 
from 35 countries. One of the Australian 
attendees, Robert Baiton, commented, 
“I found the entire conference challenging 
and useful and immediately applicable to 
my classroom environment.”

This July, the Executive Committee will 
visit the Headquarters at WKU to conduct 

the business of the WCGTC and discuss 
plans for the upcoming World Conference. 
Members of the Executive Committee 
include Julia Link Roberts, President, 
USA; Leonie Kronborg, Vice President, 
Australia; Tracy Riley, Secretary, New 
Zealand; Denise Fleith, Treasurer, Brazil; 
Ümit Davasligil, Turkey; Sue Prior, Hong 
Kong; and Margaret Sutherland, Scotland. 
Tyler Clark serves as the Executive 
Administrator.

We look forward to welcoming 
many to Nashville next year. Registration 
will begin in August. You can learn 
more about the World Conference 
by visiting the conference website at 
www.worldgifted2019.com or emailing 
headquarters@world-gifted.org.



DR. JULIA ROBERTS 
Executive Director

The Center for Gifted Studies 
Western Kentucky University 
1906 College Heights Blvd. #71031 
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1031

PHONE: 270.745.6323 
FAX: 270.745.6279 
EMAIL: gifted@wku.edu

wku.edu/gifted

gifted@wku.edu

270.745.6323

facebook.com/giftedstudieswku

twitter.com/giftedstudies

flickr.com/giftedstudieswku

SEND TO:
The Center for Gifted Studies 
Western Kentucky University 

1906 College Heights Blvd. #71031 
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1031

Make a Gift to

All gifts are tax deductible.
Please make checks payable 

to the WKU Foundation.

Giving online is easy!
wku.edu/gifted/give

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________

Home Phone ____________________ Work Phone ____________________ Email ________________________ 

Company ____________________________ (If your company has a matching gift program, please include form.)

Enclosed is my/our gift for $ ____________________

Total pledge $ ______________________________

Amount Enclosed $ __________________________

Balance $ __________________________________

Charge to:   Visa   Master Card   Amex   Discover

Card # _____________________________________

Exp. Date __________________  V-Code __________

Signature ___________________________________

   I would like to know more 
about including The Center for 
Gifted Studies in my estate plans.

   I would like to talk to someone about other 
ways to support The Center (e.g., endowment, 
scholarships, specific programs, etc.).

   I would like to 
designate this gift to 
the Alumni Challenge.

The Center for
Gifted Studies

44

MRS. AMANDA COATES LICH 
Senior Director of Leadership Gifts

Office of Philanthropy and Alumni Engagement 
Western Kentucky University 
1906 College Heights Boulevard, #11005 
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1005

PHONE: 270.745.2340 
EMAIL: amanda.lich@wku.edu
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The Center for Gifted Studies
Western Kentucky University
1906 College Heights Boulevard #71031
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1031

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Differentiation Workshop 
October 18, 2018

Fall Super Saturdays 
October 20, 27 & November 3, 10, 2018

Twice-Exceptional Learners Seminar 
November 1-2, 2018

Berta Seminar 
November 9, 2018

Winter Super Saturdays 
February 2, 9, 16, & 23, 2019

Idea Festival Bowling Green 
February 13, 2019

Spring Break in Paris and Normandy 
March 29 – April 7, 2019

Camp Explore 
June 3-7, 2019

National STEM Scholar Program 
June 3-7, 2019

SCATS 
June 9-21, 2019

VAMPY 
June 23 – July 13, 2019

The Advanced Placement Summer Institute 
June 24-28, 2019

World Council for Gifted and Talented Children 
23rd Biennial World Conference 

July 24-28, 2019
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