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University makes changes to enforce

on-campus COVID-18 policies

By Michael J. Collins

michael.collins527@topper.wku.edu

Patrons at the Downing Student
Union food court saw long lines during
lunch hours that raised concerns over
social distancing among students.

On Thursday, DSU staff removed all
chairs and tables from the area in order
to accommodate larger crowds. Patrons
in line still largely stand within 6 feet
and can often be seen with masks not
covering their mouth and nose.

Josh Sellars, a sophomore market-
ing major from Indianapolis, said the
changes made to the layout make him
feel better about being in the food
court during busier hours,

“l think it's a necessary precaution
that's safer than everyone in the com-
mons just standing around.,” Sellars
said. “[I worry] if 'm around a bunch
of friends at one time, but I'm usually
pretty good about wearing my mask."

The Big Red Restart policies, imple-
mented prior to the fall semester, re-
quired masks indoors and social dis-
tancing at all times on campus, but no
individual or group of individuals is
tasked with enforcing it.

In an Aug. 21 meeting, WKU Presi-
dent Tim Caboni explained that indi-
viduals on campus would be respon-
sible for enforcing mask-wearing and
social distancing among peers.

“1 would say it's incumbent upon
every person,” Caboni said. “Not in a
mean way. But in a direct way, to your
neighbor, colleague, random person,
particularly inside a building, which

is when you must put your mask on. If

you see someone not wearing a mask,
just ask.”

Caboni said that mask-wearing must
become the norm on campus through
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strict enforcement by the university as
awhole.

“The way in which you create norms
is when they're violated, there's some
gentle or strict sanctions,” Caboni
said. "And that’s not done by any indi-
vidual, it's done by the entire culture,
entire organization.”

Students who refuse masks may be
asked to leave class and reported to the
Office of Student Conduct, according
to WKU's website. Faculty who refuse
masks may be reported to the Office of
Human Resources.

WKU announced 86 new cases of
COVID-19 within the WKU communi-
tv Friday, all of which were students.
Twelve students are currently in isola-
tion due to positive test results, and all
students living in Greek chapter hous-
es must undergo mandatory testing.

Students stand in lne at the food court in Downing Stu-
demt Union on Aug, 27
go against social distancing guidelines. the food court at
DSU haes been updated with barriers-and markers to keep

After several days of long lines that

students spaced apart

WKU's Big Red Restart Plan did not
require students to undergo testing
before returning to campus.

In contrast, both the University of
Louisville and the University of Ken-
tucky required all individuals to be
tested before returning. The University
of Kentucky is seeing a rapid spike in
cases despite its efforts, with 112 new
cases reported Friday, the Lexington
Herald-Leader reported.

WKU will update the running case
total on the Healthy on the Hill dash-
board on Sept. 4.

Talisman Photographer Richard F
Gregor contributed to this article.

Michael J. Collins can be reached al
michael.collins527@topper.wku.edu.
Follow him on Twitter @mjcollinsnews.

What a WKU student learned from her experience
with COVID-19

By Maggie Thornton

Getting diagnosed with COVID-19
taught a WKU student a valuable lesson.

Daphne Conner is a sophomore from
Bowling Green studying entrepre-
neurship. Over the summer, Conner
contracted the coronavirus.

“It's easy to just see Bowling Green as
a college town, but it's a community for
people of all ages, older and younger, so

ORDER NOW AT DOMINOS COM
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it’s important to just be smart and think
about the families it could affect, not just
yourself and your friends,” Conner said.

Conner said she attended a gathering
to celebrate a friend’s birthday in June.
A few days later, she found out that two
peoplewho attended experienced symp-
toms but attended the gathering any-
way. She and her friends began panick-
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ing and decided they had to get tested.
Conner thought her allergies were
just acting up from seasons’ changing,
and if she hadn't found out she was ex-
posed, she would have continued with
her life as normal. As soon as she found
out she could have been exposed, she
knew what she had to do. She called her
boss and went to Graves Gilbert Clinic.

Once she received her positive re-
sults, she contacted everyone she had
been around to make sure they knew.
It was the day before Father's Day
when she received the results, and she
originally had plans to go home to see
her dad and grandpa.
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“It was sad,” Conner said. “I missed
out on important family time, but there
was no one else to blame but myself.
I'm glad | found out in time because |
would've hated myself if I had seen my
grandpa and exposed him."

Conner said just walking up the
stairs or taking her dog outside took
her breath away. Her symptoms were
similar to having severe allergies,
but she knows that it could have been
much worse. She said she was lucky to
have mild symptoms.

Conner still has not regained her
sense of smell.

“It sucked,” Conner said. “I felt ter-
rible, and I had to miss out on a few
weeks of work, which means 1 didn't
have pay during that time either."

The health department sent Conner
a survey every day to keep track of her
symptoms. Once she went 48 hours
without any, she was able to go back to
work. Conner has paid more attention
to her body and her symptoms since
then, which she thinks is important for
everyone to do.

Conner said she has been encour-
aging all of her friends to get tested —
even if they only feel one or two symp-
toms — so they can keep themselves
and those around them safe. One of

her friends recently experienced pain
in his throat and felt sick, so she fold
him he has to get tested and take it se-
riously because it comes at no cost to
anyone,

Conner said that if she could go back
and change anything she wouldn’t have
hung out with all of the people she did
over the summer and she would have
been smarter. She said that since her
experience with the coronavirus, she
has been much more mindful about all
of the necessary precautions. .

She has been on campus twice since
school started, and both times she said
she saw many students walking around
with no mask and standing close to-

r said she wishes pm‘apl(!
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and protect those

gether. Conne
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experience she ha
around them.

“While it's unrealistic to expect ev-

: avi ath-
i ten and stop having ga
e to listen an . 1-
el‘yonq the least students can do is
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i ‘ac * Conner said. "Just cov-
lic spaces.” Co 8 Ju .
Fle)::l:f::ulr fgce. keep your distance :md be
respectful of others around you.

Maggie Thornton can be reached at
margaret. thornton882@topper. wku,

edu.

Programs that rely on hands-on learning adapt to

Courses difficult to learn virtually,
such as nursing or theatre, have strug-
gled to transition into a hybrid class for-
mat due to COVID-19.

Classes started just last Monday, so
students and teachers are adjusting to
hybrid classes, which especially affects
programs that rely on hands-on learn-
ing, like WKU's nursing, theatre, phys-
ical therapy and exercise science pro-
grams.

Theatre and dance

WKU's Department of Theatre and
Dance made multiple adjustments to
their learning process for the fall se-
mester.

The first week of the semester had a
busy start. A meeting including all stu-
dents with majors or minors in dance
was held through Zoom on the first day
of school. Dance company meetings
were held through Zoom later in the
week.

Auditions were moved from the dance
studio to Van Meter Hall. The depart-
ment separated the audition into three
different calls. The protocol for auditions
usually had more than 40 individuals in
one building. This year the most an au-
dition call would have would be around
17 dancers. A fotal of about 50 students
auditioned for the Fall 2020 semester.

The department’'s convocation was
also held through Zoom instead of in
Russell Miller Theatre.

Dance courses are heavily move-
ment-based. The majority of classes are
face-lo-face. Amanda Clark. associate
professor and dance program coordi-
nator, primarily teaches jazz and tap
technique for the department as well
as dance theory. Clark and the rest of
the faculty jumped into the new ways of
teaching in a coronavirus world.

“We wanted to provide security and
stability to students and not stress them
out anymore than the situation had done
already and provide continuity,” Clark
said.

Zoom had its share of setbacks for
the program. Students would dance
on screen for their classes, and timing
would interfere with how long other stu-
dents could dance. These technical diffi-
culties caused a challenge for classes at
the time. More concerns included logis-
tical challenges with audio.

“I think that one of the tools in the per-
forming artist tool belt is that we are re-
sourceful,” Clark said.

The dance department prepared for
the fall return of students on campus
by locating their classes in different ar-
eas. Five classes were moved to Preston
Center in awide-open gym. Two courses
were moved to Russell Miller Theatre in
the Ivan Wilson Fine Arts Center.,

A couple of classes remain in two
dance studios in Gordon Wilson Hall
The classwill have half of the students in
one studio with three instructors and the
other half in the opposite studio zoom-
ing the first studio. The class will switch
in the second gathering of the week.

All dancers are required towear masks
during the class, including while danc-
ing. Faculty had the help of professional
development webinars and a group of
“Doctors for Dancers” to make sure ev-
ery precaution was taken.

Other components of the theatre pro-
gram were also adjusting to hybrid class-
es. Shura Pollastek, costume design,
costume technology and stage makeup
professor, adjusted her classes of stu-
dents creating costumes into smaller
class sizes orvirtual classes.

“lin] my costume technology class,
there are normally 12 students in the
costume shop, so what 1 did is | split
them half and half," Pollastek said. “Any-
thing I lecture or demo I convert to vid-
eo so when they come into class, they're
just doing it. We've spread out the sew-
ing machines and the other supplies so
there is enough space for six students at
a time to work {while] social distancing.”

Pollastek also teaches stage make-
up during the spring semester, which
she had to adjust to completely on-
line last spring after WKU shut down
in-person classes.

“If we are still social distant in the
spring when | teach stage makeup
again, it will have to be over Zoom be-
cause we'd have to very far apart from
each other to be safe and with masks,

By Dylan Harkreader & Debra Murray

virtual courses

dylan.harkreader253@topper.wku.edu/ debra. murray940@topper.wku.edu e
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Since many classes are now only avatlable online, many classrooms and leeture halls remain unoccupied on Western Kentucky University's campus

we wouldn't be able to do anything other
than eye makeup, so it really would not
work,"” said Pollastek.

Stage makeup requires students fo use
their full face, and sometimes practice
on other students, so masks and social
distancing make learning difficult to do
in person.

“Another part of stage makeup is see-
ing how students look under stage lights
— not under their bedroom lights shin-
ing on their face — so they do not get the
complete experience,” said Pollastek.
“Although, they were certainly able to
learn the technical skills just fine."

Physical Therapy

COVID-19 brought few changes to lec-
turing and great modifications to hands-
on learning in the Department of Physi-
cal Therapy. Video lectures were present
in learning before the pandemic began.
First and second-year PT students had
their hands-on classes postponed until
a few weeks before the fall semester be-
gan. Three weeks prior to the fall semes-
ter both students and faculty came back
to campus.

These students were required to pick
back up on the lab skills from the spring.
The continuation of the courses fell into
the first week of the fall semester. Some
third-year students had their clinical
rotation adjusted into a shorter span of
time.

Face-to-face labs returned in the fall,
First and second-year students enter
labs in small sections. Labs have re-
mained the same in numbers by having
14 or 16 students working in pairs. The
department has imputed a requirement
to stick with whichever individual stu-
dents choose as a partner at the begin-
ning of the semester. The change helps
minimize contact with other students.

Beth Norris, physical therapy depart-
ment chair and professor, along with the
rest of the faculty. are glad to be back in
their regular routine, Norris and other
PT professors were ready for their return
to the previously closed building at the
beginning of August.

“Until something is taken away from
you, you don't realize how much you
take it for granted,” Norris said.

The guidelines for all PT labs include
the six-foot distance between lab sec-
tions as well as masks being worn at all
times. Sanitizing equipment is the key to
keeping the department safe, consider-
ing all appliances are involved with the
lab courses.

Nursing

Nursing students at WKU experienced
several changes made in their hands-on
work and testing. The nursing depart-
ment will continue to have its exams via
Zoom. Students within the program will

have to take their exams on their iPad
while having another electronic device
to video their work area when the exam
takes place. A normal in-class exam
would usually be proctored,

‘Incompletes” were given to students
in the Fundamentals of Nursing lab who
were not able to proceed with the spring
semester, Many practice skills like in-
jections and inserting catheters could
not take place then. The students would
only have their skill videos to watch from
home.

The months of July and August
brought opportunities for spring stu-
dents to finish out their courses. The
department made the effort to have all
students come back to campus, Small
groups were required in order to main-
tain safe protocol.

Dr. Crista Briggs, professor for the
nursing department, said she was miss-
ing the human connection with students
and her routine forwork.

“It has made me more thankful for
typical semesters when 1 am able to go
to my office on campus and focus my
heart and mind on teaching, service and
scholarly activities,” Briggs said.

Exercise Science

Students in the exercise science pro-
gram also had to adjust to new learning
formats. Rachel Tinius, who teaches an
exercise testing and prescription class,
explained transitioning her class to an
entirely virtual format. Many other exer-

cise science courses transitioned 10 the
hybrid format,

“It's very difficult because my class
is an exercise testing and prescription
class, so it has a very large hands-on
component,” Tinius said. “It's challeng
ing to try to help students get those skills
while keeping them out of the lab anc
not getting to see them lace-to-face.”

Tinius also said how she feels that on
line learning can lead to difficulty learn-
ing the class work in ways that don't oc-
cur in traditional classes.

“1 think we do our best to teach things
as close to the same [as traditional
classes| as we can, with a live zoom o
a recorded lecture.” said Tinius. “There
is just no way it can become a discus-
sion-based learning environment, and
it's really hard for them to ask questions
on the spot. And so a lot of students jusi
don’t ask then, so then they don’t under
stand it as well.”

Dylan Harkreader can be reached a
dylan.harkreader253@topper.wku.edu
Follow him on Twitter @dyianharkread
er,

Debra Murray can be reached at debra
murray940@topper.wku.edu. Follow hei
on Twitter @debramurrayy
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KEEP IT GOING

As the COVID-19 crisis continues, many facets of the
world we live in are too important to be inaccessible.
Businesses are deemed essential if they provide ser-
vices, or items, that humans cannot live without, like
food or healthcare. The people who are vital to the func-
tion of these essential businesses continuously risk
their wellbeing to go to work. For some employees, this
stems from wanting to enhance people’s quality of life.
For others, it's to ensure the wellbeing of their dreams.
Regardless, people continue to work despite the ev-
er-present societal changes around them.

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM - PHOTOS BY ZANE MEYER THOHNTON
* Jason Musser began repairng cars
cortinuously pay for maintenance on his
of making it his career, but when he r'Il'-_‘.-
Ing a Masters Degree in Mathematic
back on automobile maintenance l'.,'n m ds. ma Lt m[e' r’JL.ﬂf y three y
of working in L‘H‘O[Hf" driveways, h"u‘:._a"' decided 10 open h“ o
Musser Motor i sser feels fortunate tmbe.able toeontin i
many other 2 to close thelf doors. I yowread o
sometimes & 550 Mpar (_Lj lo a baby This is my hﬁhv Yo Rnov
if | don't care h,l it in the ru,l.r way, it's gonna die,” said Mu:

20 yedrs 'th; whern |-L
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* Matt Brown Is a Recreational Administration major at W
versity who has been working at a local Kroger while he attends school "Wher
| came back to work after spring break, it was hec When the stor
10 p.m., there were still cars out here like it was a Sunday afternoen on t
Bowl." ﬂeud Brown

* Manoj Kumar Patel moved to Bowling Green from his home in Zimbal
years ago, In His native country Patel was a profes
up his profession and moved to America to help ensure ¢
daughters. Last year, Patel built his own liquor store, WK Liquar's from
up. Sinee many students from Western Kentucky University have réel
for the semester, much of Patel's clientele is gone, but he chooses 10
optimistic and positive, "If you take Zimbabwe for an ex: h'fl,l* there's atotal loek
down, In & sense, things are way better than elsewhere, | mean, Europe's went
through a total shutdown too. Things could always be a Ir'.-'. WO sard Patel

* Jessicd Smith s a Licensed Veterinary Technician and Assis iffice Manag
er at Greystone Pet Hospital in Bowling Green, Ever since she was ¢
knew she wanted to waork with animals, Even though same d: 1ys
tough, she loves helping animals and forming relationships with ther owners
Smith says new busimess guidelines have greatly effected the way her, and the
rest of her staff, operate, "We are doing curbside only, st no one is allowed into
the ¢linic. Clients know their pet the best, so not having them in the clinic 1o
help explain things has slowed things down just a little," said Smith. New hours
of operation have also greatly impacted veterinarians in Bowling Green, but the
offices in town formed a plan to make sure all animals are able to get the care
they need, whenever they need tt. "There are five clinics in Bowling Green that
take turns seging emergencies after business hours, We also rotate weekend:
sa whoever is on call for the weekend is on call Saturday and Sunday. The clini
an call is responsible for seeing emergencies from the other 4 clinics as well as
their own,” said Smith
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What is ISEC?

A guide for ZStudents

BY: Courtney Hurst, Robin Lester, Trenton Peyton

The Intercultural Student Engage-
ment Center, also known as ISEC, pro-
motes a culturally inclusive campus
environment, cultural awareness and
competence, inter-group dialogue, en-
‘gagement and intercultural interaction
and supports lifelong learning about
self and others. All of these are key com-
ponents te making campus culturally
aware and a safe space for all students.

Through our center we, offer a nu-
merous amount of programming, ini-
tiatives and resources that benefit our
students academically, cultugally and
socially. The ISEC Academy, the Pride
Center and The WKU Center for Ac-
ademic Resources & Success (WKU
CAReS) are just a few examples. It is
our ultimate goal to see our students
walk across the stage!

If there is any way we can be of any
assistance or if you just want to stop
by, our center is located on the second
floor of Downing Student Union room
2041, Monday through Friday we are
open from 8 a.m to 4:30 p.m. Remem-
ber, ISEC is where scholars are made!

What the semester will
look like for ISEC and ISEC

Academy

The Intercultural Student Engage-
ment Center and ISEC Academy will
look a little different this year due to
COVID-19,

ISEC Academy opened its doors to
77 incoming freshmen who identify
as students of color (Black, Hispanic/
Latino, Asian, Native American and
Multiracial) and/or who are first gener-

ation, Pell eligible and have need with
their transition, persistence and grad-
uation from WKU.

The ISEC staff made many changes
to the orientation weekend to meet the
COVID-19 guidelines. Move-inwas a drop
and go process. All students were provid-
ed a mask and hand sanitizer and smaller
activities to provide social distancing.

ISEC Academy had a successful ori-
entation weekend for Cohort IV,

During the fall semester, ISEC will
host programming. Many of these pro-
grams will require pre-registration if
students would like to attend.

Students can follow the Intercultur-
al Student Engagement Center on so-
cial media to stay up to do on events
and programming,

WKU Center for Academic

Resource and Success

The ISEC Academy application win-
dow has closed, but we still offer WKU
CAReS for those students who want to
be a part of ISEC.

The WKU Center for Academic Re-
sources & Success, also known as WKU
CAReS, is an initiative to assist students
that identify as underrepresented and/or
who are first-generation, Pell-eligible and
have some need with their transition, per-
sistence and graduation from WKU,

Students will have the opportunity
for transformation related to personal
development, academic engagement,
campus involvement and opportuni-
ties for experiences related to culture
and diversity, WKU CAReS offers year-
round enrollment for all student clas-
sifications.

A4

Martha Sales,

‘”' .."i." s

Executive Director of ISEC- PROVIDED BY ISEC
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WKU grad student: It's on the administration,
not the students

BY: Julie Sisler

“Can you even believe how stupid
the freshmen are on campus? They're
barely even following the COVID-19
guidelines!” This guestion was posed
to me during a casual conversation
with a friend about the seemingly im-
pending shutdown of WKU’s campus,
which they, along with numerous other
members of the WKU communiy, have
attributed to the “stupid” actions of this
year’s freshmen class.

My response? “Yes, I can believe
it. Can you believe how stupid the ad-
ministration is for expecting anything
less?”

Members of the WKU community
from the top down have been quick to
point the finger at this year's freshman
class, calling them out for their lack of
adherence to the university's COVID-19
guidelines.

Not following guidelines that were
put in place for our safety is. of course,
troubling. However, 1 ean't help but
wonder if perhaps we should have ex-
pected this all along.

My freshman year, | couldn't wait to

escape my parents and get out into the .

world, just like every other freshman.
I wanted to meet new people, try new
things and get the college experience
that 1 had dreamed of for years. These
students are no different.

People are shocked that freshmen got
to campus and began engaging in the
very same activities we all did during
our own freshman experience.

Who can really be surprised that
they're in groups of more than 10 when
they've been starved of social con-
nection for months? Who can be that
shocked when they're not going straight
from class back to their residence hall
rooms when they've been stuck inside,
under their parents’ thumbs. for five
months? How can it be stunning that
they aren’t here to foeus on school and
only school when that's all that they had
at the end of last semester? Their senior
year was ruined, so why is it startling
that they're willing to do whatever it
takes to make sure their freshian year
isn't?

Sure, it can be said that they should
know better. But, truly, shouldthey? Not
to sound belittling, but these are teen-
agers. Nobody ever said logical
reasoning was a strong suit of teens, so
why would that change now? -

Furthermore, the rational part of the
brain isn’'t fully developed age 25.
College students are at the age where
emotions control actions more so than
logic. Surely, school administrators that

]

have studied higher education and col-
lege students would know that.., right?

In the Aug. 21 Herald interview with
WKU President Timothy Caboni, Ca-
boni said, “] know there are folks on
this campus that want to have some
group of people identified as the mask
patrol, the reality is just like wearing it
is on each one of us, so is helping us as
a community comply with that expecta-
tion."

The issue with this statement is that
the WKU administration is in charge,
not the students. It's the administra-
tion’s job to make the right decision
for all of us, and it's their job to enforce
those decisions.

If students barely adhere to the poli-

cies about not drinking alcohol on cam-

pus, why is it surprising that they're not
adhering to the loosely enforced poli-
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cies regarding COVID-19 precautions?

Yes, we all had to deal with the
COVID-19 chaos last semester, and yes,
we are all continuing to deal with it
However, a global pandemic
while at home in high sc¢hool is com-
pletely different from handling it while
on your own in college.

When it comes down to it, little was
done to prepare these freshmen, and
now, we are all dealing with the after-
math, They were thrown into the lion’s
den that is a college campus during a
global pandemic, and now they're get-
ting called out for not knowing how to
handle the internal struggle between
what they're told to do and what they
want to do.

None of these circumstances make it
okay for students — freshmen or not —
to ignore protective measures in order
to benefit themselves, but it does make
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one wonder tf students should be tak-
ing all the blame for a university's poor
planning,

Of course, this is no excuse for stu-
dents to not follow COVID-19 guide-
lines.

We all need to demonstrate person-
al responsibility and take precautions
not just to keep our campus open, but
also to protect all members of the WKU
community. Wearing amask, social dis-
tancing and washing hands are simple
ways that students can make campus a
healthier place for all,

Perhaps instead of turning to the
freshmen, and furthermore, instead
of lumping all of the students follow-
ing guidelines in with all of these that
aren't, we should be turning to the ad-
ministration to ask: How did you not
see this coming?
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Football takes precautions to kick off
season COVID-free

By Nick Kieser
nick. kieser035@topper.

Patience is a virtye ¢
Director Todd Stew
past weeks leading
son and other fal]
Hill.

'inS“:gsn and WKU have been follow-
ng guidelines of experts. Doir
80 has allowed the football program to
gram to
safely return and Prepare for the ens
ing se i : o

& Season, which is now in the T-mi-
nus stages, Stewart said.
fesgtﬂe\zlgg the decisions of other con-

; something Stewart said that
(,oun‘femnce USA has been doing.
» EV}:PY?n?'s footprint is within the
"éfo:t:- bE(‘ or the _ACC."‘ Stewart said.

our standpoint as long as those

leagues were still in, that made us feel
better about ourselves.”
\ Lady Topper soccer and volleyball is be-
ing Pushed to the spring, but tennis and
men’s and women's golf will have their
nm:mal schedule like previous vears,

“There was certainly some disap-
pomtment because 1 think they were
ready to play," Stewart said. “That's
helped a little bit from the standpoint
ghal they still plan on having a season
in the spring. It's not like they won't
have a season — they'll just have it at a
different time period than they normal-
ly would.”

Exhibition games are still not out of
the question for volleyball and soccer,
according to Stewart. Baseball and soft-
ball may also participate in exhibition
games this fall.

After not postponing the 2020 foot-
ball season and listening to the proper
guidelines, the Hilltoppers will have a
season — along with more testing to en-
sure the health of the athletes.

“Once we get into game weeks we're
likely to be testing three times a week,”
Stewart said. “For somebody to be able
to play on a Saturday they would have to
have a negative test result on all three
of those tests.”

He added that WKU would like to be
as thorough as possible to help make fall
games happen and have healthy athletes.

Capacity is something that Stewart
touched on in regards to hosting Liber-
ty University Sept. 19 for the first home

hat WKU Athletics
art has used in the
up to the football seg-
competitions on The

CHRIS KOHLEY - WKU ATHLETICS

Red-shirt junior Dominigue Bradshaw defends against red-shirt sophomore Terez Traynor at practice on Aug. 29, 2020,

football game of the year.

“We don’t have anything finalized vet,
but I think it would be safe to say that for
the Liberty game, whatever our fan sit-
uation is, will probably mirror what it is
for the Louisville game,” Stewart said,

A byproduct of the reduced capacity
limit is the loss in the projected budget for
this year. The forecast has WKU Athletics
adjusting accordingly to have the proper
budget in place to run operations.

“We will have some budget shortfalls
just because of the situation with fans
in the stands,” Stewart said, “There are
some decisions that we'll have to make.
The degree of that will depend on what

the 2020-21 season looks like, not only
for football but for everything else. We're
going to plan for the worst, and as a result
we'll have to make some decisions here in
the weeks and months ahead.”

Before the first coin toss of the sea-
son, the players who take the field must
be conscientious of the guidelines in
place when on campus. Practicing what
Healthy on The Hill says along with
wearing a mask can assist athletes to
maintain the proper condition in order
to play.

“Classes here are either online or
they are hybrid, so there are not crowd-
ed areas from a classroom perspective

FUN

on our campus,” Stewart said."Our uni-
versity has taken a lot of precautions to
try to get off to a good start here, and
what we are telling our guys is ‘don’t let
your guard down' — they have done a
really good job so far, and I think from
their standpoint there is light at the end
of the tunnel.”

Sports Editor Nick Kieser can be
reached at nick kieser036@topper.
wku.edu. Follow Nick on Twitter at @
KieserNick.
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- SETTING UP

By Casey Warner
casey.warner@yahoo.com.

T-minus 11 days until the Hilltop-
pers will take the field for the first time
as they kick off their 2020 season at
the University of Louisville.

After a delayed start to camp and
an unexpected canceled practice last
Thursday, WKU has fought through
the adversity and continued to make
the most of its shortened camp season.
Two weeks into fall camp coaches and
players alike have been able fo get a
better idea of what this team is about.

Saturday marked the first live scrim-
mage of fall camp for the Hilltoppers.

After a 109 tackle season in 2019
and being named a Conference USA
honorable mention, senior lineback-
er Kyle Bailey was just thankful to be
playing the game he loves, when some
other schools aren’t so fortunate.

“With all the confusion going on and
people not knowing if we are going to
have a season ... just being able to come
out here and fly around just took a lot of
stress off of everybody,” Bailey said,

With a serimmage now under their
belt, WKU's playmakers are making
themselves known. Defensive coordina-
tor Clayton White was satisfied with what
he saw from his defense on Saturday.

"It was one of those days where we
just had to do our job.” White said.
"*Our offense has so much talent. |
thought Roger Cray made some plays.
He had two pass breakups.”

The senior defensive back played
in seven games for the Hilltoppers
last season totaling two interceptions
and five pass breakups. One of seven
senior defensive backs on the Hilltop-
pers’ roster, Cray will be an important
component to a WKU defense that has
avariety of experience returning.

“There's definitely new things that
we're putting in every week,” White
sald. "We want to play a different cover-
age behind blitz patterns this year than
we did last year just to mix things up.”

From a team standpoint, the biggest
benefit for this WKU defense is go-
ing up against a talented offense with

depth day in and day out of practice.
An experienced offensive line and
shifty skill players make for a great
challenge for the defense,

“You wouldn’t really know who to
cover if I'm going against those guys,”
White said. "It's made us a lot better.
They've definitely improved, and you
can definitely feel it. This year they
have a lot more speed and a lot more
talent on the football field.”

Although there lies an enormous
amount of talent on the offensive side
of the ball, the one glaring question is
still who will be the starting quarter-
back come Sept. 12.

In recent interviews with head coach
Tyson Helton lastweek, Helton has said
that all five quarterbacks on the roster
have been getting reps in practice and
that no starter has emerged yet.

On the other hand. hearing what of-
fensive coordinator Bryan Ellis and
players have to say about the situation
makes things all that much clearer.

"Being the quarterback's coach, 1
was thrilled that we didn’t have any
turnovers at the position,” Ellis said. "I
was impressed with [Tyrell) Piggy [Pi-
grome]. | thought Piggy did some real-
ly good things.”

Turnovers or lack thereof will be a
key this season for Tyrell Pigrome if he
does indeed win the job.

Coming into 2020 Pigrome has a ca-
reer touchdown to interception ratio
of 9 to 10. While Pigrome's ability to
take care of the ball is still up for dis-
cussion, his teammates have been im-
pressed with what they have seen from
the graduate transfer in practice.

Senior center Seth Joest praised not
only Pigrome but what he has seen
from the quarterback room in general.

“The whale o-line did really well, and of
course Piggy's really stepped it up.” Joest
saic. “We're pretty deep at quarterback
right now, and that guy is doing good.”

It is worth noting that upperclass-
men Davis Shanley and Kevaris Thom-
as have plenty of ability to win the job,
just not the mobility and play-making
upside Pigrome has shown thus far.

Senior defensive back Antwon Kincade
compared practicing against Pigrome to
how the team has been preparing lor a

m Helton and staff theorize
m potential season starters
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Western Kentucky University football practice on Aug. 29, 2020 its first scrimmage of the season

Louisville team with a mobile quarterback.
“Piggy is an incredible quarterback,
especially on his feet,” Kincade said,
“Not only on his feet, he’s more dynam-
ic with his touch pass. That's what helps
us prepare for quarterbacks like that.”
With their season Kickoff under two
weeks away, the Hilltoppers will look to
tie up some loose ends before they travel
to Cardinal Stadium. In a game in which
the Card inals are expected to be heavily
favored, expect WKU to prepare for the

inHouchens-Smith Stadium

upsel in the coming days at practice.
“Our first scrimmage against our de-
fense last vear, we darn near didn't get a
yard,” Ellis said. “I'm really proud of our
staff and our head coach of where we've
come in a year's time and how we really
got a chance to be good on offense.”

Football beat reporter Casey War-
ner can be reached at casey.warner@
yvahoo.com. Follow him on Twitter @
thecaseywarner.
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Athletic Director Todd Stewart and Tvson Helton stand on the sideline at practice, Aug. 17, 2020

COLUMN @

By Kaden Gaylord

kaden.gaylord559@topper.wku.edu

Views from the bottom of The Hill
Making it safe to attend games

As a former football plaver and cur-
rent fan, there's nothing | would like
more than for things to return to nor-
mal so we can enjoy the season like
usual. But with that being said, having
an abundance of fans in the stadium is
not what's best right now.

Now before you get angry and tell
me 1I'm wrong, hear me out first. WKU
Football is set to open ils season on
Sepl. 12 against an in-state opponent,
the University of Louisville. The Cardi-
nals announced last week that they are
allowing 30% capacity in their stadi-
um, which is about 18,000 fans.

Does that sound safe at all? 1 know
Houchens-Smith Stadium is nowhere
near the maximum capacity as the
formerly known Papa john's Stadium,
as WKU's stadium only holds about
22,000 fans. But that doesn’t even
account for all of the students who
squeeze into the student section.

High school sports have returned al-
ready, and there have been problems
when it comes to making sure every-
body is following the rules.

The athletic director at American
Fork High School in Utah had to stop
their football game due to fans not fol-
lowing the mask and social distancing
requirements, Their tickets even gave
them specific areas to sit so that dis-
tancing would be assured.

How can WKU ensure that people
will stay socially distant for a three-
hour game? How can they ensure fans
will wear their mask? [ just don’t see
how that's plausible especially in a col-
lege dominated state like Kentucky and
a WKU "ride or die” city like Bowling
Green that tailgates every weekend.

As someone who's lived on ¢campus
for three years, I know students will
tailgate and not do it safely, not to men-
tion the Greek life scene’s parties.

[ don't mean to present an apples and
oranges situation, but the NBA bubble
is very successful right now partly be-
cause there are no fans. Up until this
point, no player has tested positive for
COVID-19, and they're thriving.

We've seen multiple football pro-

grams across the nation have players
get COVID-19, Oklahoma had to send
a whole position group home because
all of them except one were diagnosed
with the virus.

WKU head coach Tyson Helton said
the team has had multiple cases, some
with symptoms and some asymptomat-
ic. Putting fans in that environment is
adding fuel to the fire.

WKU Athletic Director Todd Stewart
announced last Thursday afternoon
that they plan to mirror a similar ca-
pacity as Louisville.

30% of 22,000 is 6,600, which is a
lot. If high school games are having
problems even with a lower number in
attendance, how will colleges be able
to handle it, especially since COVID-19
numbers have risen in Kentucky for
the past couple of months?

In Lexington, the local health de-
partment reported 423 cases at the
University of Kentucky since Aug, 3.
All of this is before football games have
started, so what makes us think the
numbers will decline with thousands
of people gathered in a stadium or out-
side tailgating?

Let's not forget that these universi-
ties are trying to have in-person class-
es and stay open as long as possible.
Bringing more bodies to these already
stuffed campuses is just asking for the
virus to come by and visit.

If throughout the season everything
is going well and players are staying
heaithy, maybe the school can let some
fans in. But until then it should be in
the best interest of the athletes and the
school to keep fans enjoving football
games at home,

Men’s basketball beat reporter and
sports columnist Kaden Gaylord can
be reached at kaden.gaylord559@top-
per.wku.edu. Follow Kaden on Twitter
at @_KLG3.
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