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University makes changes to enforce 
on-campus COVID-19 policies 

By Michael J. Collins 
michael. col/ins52 7@topper.wku.edu 

Patrons at the Downing Student 
Union food cowi saw long line during 
lunch hours that raised concerns over 
ocial distancing among students. 
On Thur day. DSU staff removed all 

chairs and tables from th area in order 
to accommodate larger crowds. Patrons 
in line still largely stand within 6 feet 
and can often be seen with mask not 
covering their mouth and nose. 

Josh Sellar . a opbomore market
ing major from Indianapolis, said the 
changes made to the layout make him 
feel better about being in the food 
cowt during busier hours. 

"I think it's a necessary precaution 
that's safer than everyone in the com
mons just tanding around." Sellars 
said. "[l worry] if I'm around a bunch 
of friends at one time. but l'm usually 
pretty good about wearing my mask." 

The Big Red Restart policies, imple
mented prior to the fall semester, re
quired masks indoors and social dis
tancing at all times on campus, but no 
individual or group of individual. is 
ta ked with enforcing it. 

rn an Aug. 21 meeting, WKU Presi
dent Tim Caboni explained that indi
viduals on campus would be respon
ibl for enforcing mask-wearing and 
o ial distancing among peers. 

"I would say it' incumbent upon 
every per on," aboni said. " ot in a 
m an way. But in a direct way, to your 
neighbor. colleague, random person. 
particularly inside a building. which 
is when you must put your mask on. Jf 
you ee someone not wcadng a ma k, 
just a k." 

Caboni saicl that mask-wearing must 
become the norm on campu through 

RICHARD FRANK GREGOR 
Students ~lancJ in lino 01 th<' food rnurt in Downing Stu
<hrnl Union on \ug. 27. Aflllr spv11ral duy, of long ltnes 1hat 
go :iguins1 social dlstondng guidelinPs, lhe food court al 
DSU has be1•11 11nt1u1ed wlth harril•r~ nutl markers tn keep 

strict enforcement by the university as 
a whole. 

"The way in which you create norms 
is when they're violated, there's some 
gentle or strict sanctions," aboni 
said. "And that's not done by any indi
vidual, it' done by the ntire cultur . 
entire organizalion." 

Students who refuse ma ks may be 
a. ked to leave clas and r ported to the 
Office of Student Conduct, according 
to WKU' website. Faculty who refu 
ma ks may be reported to Urn Office of 
Human Resources. 

WKU announced 86 new ca es of 
COVID-19 within the WKU communi
ty F1iday, all of which were students. 
Twelve student arc currently in isola
tion due to positive test result . and all 
students living in Greek chapter hous
e mu t undergo mamlatory te ·ting. 

students ~pa ·ed apan. 

WKU's Big Red Restart Plan did not 
require students to undergo testing 
before returning to campus. 

In contrast, both the University of 
Louisville and the University of Ken
tucky required all individuals to be 
tested before returning. The University 
of Kentucky is seeing a rapid spike in 
cases despite its efforts, with 112 new 
cases reported Friday, the Lexington 
Herald-Leader reported. 

WKU will update the running case 
total on the Healthy on the Hill dash
board on Sept. 4. 

Talisman Photographer Richard F. 
Gregorcontlibuted to this article. 

Micrnel]. CoJllns can be reached at 
miclrnel.co/lin 527@topper.wku.edu. 
Follow him on 1killer @mjcollinsnews. 

What a WKU student learned from her experience 
with COVID-19 

By Maggie Thornton 
margaret. thornton882@topper. wku. edu 

Getting diagnosed with COVTD-19 
taught a WKU stud nt a valuable le on. 

Daplme Conner is a ophomore from 
Bowling r en tudylng entrepr -
neurship. Over the summer, onner 
contracted the coronavirus. 

~It' ea y to just ee Bowling Green as 
a college town, but it' a ommunity for 
people of all ages. older and younger. so 

it's important to Just be smart and think 
about the families it could a~ ct. n tju t 
your elf and your friends." Conner said. 

Conner aid he attended a gathering 
to celebrate a friend's birthday in June. 
A few day later. she found out that Lwo 
peoplewho attended experienced symp
toms but atten<lec.J. the gathering any
way. She and her friends began panick-

ing and decided they had to get te t d. 
Conner thought h r allergie. were 

just acting up from season · changing, 
and if she hadn't found out she wa ex• 
posed, he would hav continued with 
her life as normal. As soon a she found 
out she coultl have ueen exposecl, she 
knew what sh had to do. She called her 
boss and went to Graves Gilbert Unic. 

Once ·he received her po itive re
sult , she contacted evcryon she had 
b en around to make ure they knew. 
It was U1e day before 11ath l"s Day 
when she received U1e results, and he 
originally bad plan to go home to se 
her dad and grandpa. 
STUDENT EXPERIENCE • A2 
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"ll was sad," onner said. "I mi sed 
out on important family time. but there 
wa no on els to blame but myself. 
I'm glad I found out in time becau I 
would've bat d my·elfifI had seen my 
grandpa and exposed him.·· 

Conner said just walking up U1e 
stair or taking her dog out ic.le took 
her breath away. Her symptoms were 
similar to having sever allergies, 
but h knows that it could have been 
much wors . She said sh wa lucky to 
have mild ymptoms. 

onner strn has not regained h r 
ens of smell. 

"It sucked," Conner said. "I felt ter
rible. and I had to miss out on a fm 
weeks of wo1'k. which means I didn't 
have pay during that tim either." 

Th health <l partmont s nt Conner 
a survey every Llay to keep track of her 
symptom . One!'.' sh w nt 48 hours 
without any. she was able to go back to 
work. onner has paid mor attention 
to her body and her symptoms since 
then, which sh thinks is important for 
everyone to do. 

onn r said she ha been encom-
aging all of her fri nds to gel tested -
even if they only feel one or two symp· 
toms - o they can keep themselve 
and those around them safe. One of 

her friends rec ntly expericn · d pain 
in hi throat and felt it:k, so he told 
him he has to get t sted and tako it se
riously because it comes at no cost to 
anyon . Conn r aid that if she could go back 
and change anything shewouldn'lha~e 
hung out with all of th peopl sh d1d 
over the ummer and sh would have 
been smarter. he aid that inc her 
xperience with the coronaviru . she 

has been much more mindful about all 
of the necessary precaution . 

She has b en on campus 1wice since 
chool started, and both times she. aid 

she saw many students walking around 
with no mask and landing clo c to-

A2 
·c1 h "i hes p •ople 

gether. Con_ncr ~ain puhli . par and 
would b . di tar~ ,0 thPY an avoid the 
wear the11· rna t d and prowct those xperi n she u1 
around them. 1· tic to c. pc t ,.. "Wl . le it's unrca ' I 11 • ' and slop having gu1 I· 
eryon 10 bstlcn t st~dc•nts ·an clo is ·ings the eas . •·1 • e1 • . ·kS at all tim s 111 puu 1c wear th tr ma fl the . a ·tin bar d and be aware o 10w ·. 'd .. f ll t cov-.. onner a1 . · public space · r di ·tanc<• :ind be r your face, ko P you " . f I f others around ou, respect u o 

Maggie Thornton can b reach d at 
margaret. thornto118 2@1opp r. wku. 
edu. 

Prbgrams that rely on hands-on learning adapt to 
By Dylan Harkreader & Debra Murray virtual courses dy/an.harkreader253@topper.wku.edu/ debra.murray940@topper.wku.edu 

Course difficult to learn vi11uo.lly, 
such as nursing or theatre, have stmg• 
gled to transition into a hybtid class for
mat due to COVTD-19. 

La ses tarted ju t la t Monday, o 
tudents and teachers a.re adjusting to 

hybrid classes. which especially affects 
programs that rely on hands-on learn
ing. lik WKU's nur ing, th at , phys
ical th rapy and •xercise s icnce pro
grams. 
Theatre and dance 

WKU's Department of Theatre and 
Dance made multiple adju tments to 
their I armng process for the fall se
me ter. 

The first week of the emestel' had a 
busy start. A meeting including all stu
dents with majors or minors in dance 
was held through Zoom on the first day 
of school. Dance company meetings 
wer held lhrough Zoom later in the 
week. 

Auditions wer mov d from the dance 
studio to Van M ter Hall. Th depa1t
ment separated Lh audition into three 
different calls. The protocol for audition 
usually had mor than 40 individuals in 
one building. This year the most au au
dition call would have would b at'ound 
17 dancer . A total of about 50 tudents 
auditioned for the Fall 2020 semester. 

The department's convocation was 
also held thl'ough Zoom instead of in 
Russell Miller Theatre. 

Dane course are heavily move
ment-based. The majority of clas es are 
face-to-face. Amanda Clark. associate 
profes or and dance program coordi
nator. primarily teache jazz and tap 
technique for the department a well 
as dan theory. lark and the rest of 
the faculty jumped into the new ways of 
teaching in a coronaviru world. 

"We want <l to provide security and 
stability to students and not stre s them 
out anymore than the situation had done 
already and provide continuity,·• lark 
said. 

Zoom had i hare of setbacks for 
the program. Students would dance 
on scr en for their cla • es, and timing 
would interfere with how long other st 1-
dents could dance. These technical diJJi
culties caused a challenge for classes at 
the time. More concerns included logis
tical challenge. wlth audio. 

"I think that one of the tools in the per
forming artist tool belt is that w are re
. ow-ceful."' Clark aid. 

The dance department prepared for 
th fall return of students on campu 
by locating th ir classes in different ar
eas. Five classes were moved to Pr ton 
Center in a wide-open gym. 1\vo cow-ses 
w re moved to Rus ell Miller Theatre in 
the Ivan Wilson FineArts Center. 

A coup! of classes remain in two 
dance studios in Gordon Wilson I Ian. 
The cla swill have half of the tudents in 
one studio with three insiluctors and the 
other half in th opposite studio zoom
ing the first studio. The lass will witch 
in the ·econd gathering of thew ek. 

ALI dancer are required to wear masks 
during the class, including while danc
ing. Faculty had the help of pro~ •s ional 
development webinar and a group of 
"Doctor· for Dancer " to make sure ev
ery precaution was taken. 

Other components of the theatre pro
gram were also adju ting to hybrid cla s
es. Shura Polla tek. costume de ign. 
co tume technology and tage makeup 
professor, adjusted her cla ses of stu
d nts creating costumes mto small r 
cla s size or viltual eta es. 

"[In] my co tume technology class. 
there are normally 12 student in the 
costum shop, so what 1 did is L split 
them half 311d half." Pollastek said. "Any
thing I lecture or demo I convert to vid
eo so when they come into class. th y're 
just doing it. We've spread out the sew
ing machines and U1e oth r upplie , so 
there is enough space for six iStudents at 
a time to work [while! social distancing ... 

Pollastek also teaches stag make
up during th spring semester. whi h 
she had to adjust lo ompletely on
line last spring after WKU hut down 
in-p rson classes. 

"lf we are still social distant ln th 
. pring when I teach stag makeup 
again, it will hav to be over Zoom be
cause we'd have to v .ry far apart from 
each oth r to he safe and with mask . 

ANNA LEACHMAN 
Since many ctns. P · are now only available onlln , many classrooms and lecture halls remain unoccupied on Western Kentucky Univ rs1ty· campus. 

we wouldn't be able to do anything other 
than ye makeup. o it really would not 
work." aid Pollastek. 

Stage makeup requires student to use 
their full face, and ometimes practice 
on other tudents, o masks and social 
distancing make learning difficult lo do 
inper on. 

"Another part of stage makeup i se · 
ing how students look under stage lights 
- not under their bedroom lights hin
ing on their face - so they do not get the 
compl te e 'perience." said Polla t k. 
"Although, they wcr certainly able to 
learn the technical skill· just fine." 
Physicar Therapy 

OVlD-19 brought few changes to lec
twfag and great modifi ations to hand -
on learning in the D partment of Physi
cal Therapy. Video lectures were pre m 
in lea.ming before the pandemic began. 
Fir t and second-year PT students had 
U1eir hands-on classe po tponed until 
a few weeks b fore the fall semester b -
gan, Three week prior to the fall emes
ter both tudents and faculty came back 
to campus. 

These students were required to pick 
back up on the lab skills from the pring. 
The continuation of the courses fell into 
the first week of the fall semester. Some 
Uli.rd-year students had their clinical 
rotation adjusted into a shorter span of 
time. 

Face-to-fac labs returned in the fall. 
Fir"t a11d second-year students enter 
labs in mall section . Lab have re· 
mained the same in nwnbers by having 
14 or 16 tudents working in pairs. The 
department has imputed a r q11il'ement 
to stick with whichever individual stu
dents choose a a partnei· at the begin• 
ning of the semest r. The chang help 
minimize contact wlth other students. 

Beth Non-i. , physic-al therapy depart· 
ment chair and profes or. along with the 
rest of the faculty. are glad to be back in 
their regular routine. otTis and other 
PT professors were ready for their return 
to the previously closed huilding at the 
beginning of August. 

"Until something is taken away from 
you, you don't realize bow much you 
take il for granted," Norris said. 

The guidelines for all PT lab includ 
U1e ix-foot di lan e b lwi> n lab sec
tions a w ll as masks being worn at all 
time . Sanitl1Jng equlpm nt is lhe key to 
keeping the department safe, consider
ing all appliance · are involved with the 
lab curse . 
Nursing 

ursing students at WKU c pcrienced 
s veral changes made in their bands-on 
work and testing. The our ing depart· 
ment will continue to have its e ams via 
Zoom. Students within the program will 

have to tak th ir xams on their iPad 
whil h ing anotb r le tr nic d vice 
to video their work area when the exam 
takes place. A nonnal in-class xam 
would usually b proctored. 

"Incompletes·• wer given to tudents 
in the Fundamentals of ur ing labwbo 
were not able to proceed with the spring 
emest r. Many practice skills like in

jections and ins 1ting catheters could 
not take place then. The students would 
only have their skill video to watch from 
home. 

The months of July and August 
brought opportunities for pring stu
d :nts t fini ·h out t11eir courses. The 
rlepaitment made tho effort to have all 
students com back to campus. Small 
groups we1 required in order to main
tain safe protocol. 

Dr. Crista Briggs, professor for the 
nursing department, said she was miss
ing the human connection with student 
and her routine for work. 

"It ha made me more thankful for 
typical semesters when 1 am able to go 
lo my offic on campus and fo us my 
heart and mind on teaching, service and 
scholarly activities," Briggs said. 
Exercise Science 

Students in the exercise science pro· 
gram also had to adjust to new learning 
formats. Rachel 'Iinius. who teaches an 
exerci e testing and prescription las , 
explained transitioning her cla to an 
entirely virtual format. Many other exer-

ise sd n e ·ourses transitioned to the 
hybtid ~ rmat. "It' very ilifflcult because my ·I s 
i an exercise te ting and pre cription 
class, so it ha a v, ry large hands-on 
component," Tinius said. ''It' challeng· 
ing to try to help students get tho e skill~ 
while keeping them out of the lab and 
not getting to ee them face-to-face." 

Tiniu al o said how h £ el that on• 
lin leaming can lead to difficulty learn
ing the la work in ways that don't oc• 
cur in traditional cla s. 

"I think we do ow· best to teach thing~ 
as lo e to th same [a traditional 
cla s) as we can, with a live zoom 01 
a recorded lecture," aid Tinius. ''There 
is just no way it can become a discus
sion-based learning environm nt. and 
it' really hard for them to ask questioru 
on the pot. And so a lot of tud nts ju 1 
don ·t ask then, so then they don't und r· 
stand it as well." 
Dylan Hai-kreader can be r ached a, 
dylan.lrnrkreader253@topper.w'ku.edu 
Follow him on Twitter @dylanharkread· er. 
Debra Murray can be reached at debra 
mU1Tay940@topper.wku.edu. Follow he, on Twitter@dcbramWTayy 
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As the COVID-19 crisis contin 1es, many facets of the 
world we live in are too important to be inaccessible. 
Businesses are deemed essenti if they provide ser
vices, or items, that humans cannot live without like 
food or healthcare. The people who arevital to th func
tion of these essential businesses continuously risk 
their wellbeing to go to work. For some employees, this 
stems from wanting to enhance people's quality of life. 
For others, it's to ensure the wellbeing of thej r dreams. 
Regardless, people continue to work de pit the ev
er-present societal changes around them. 

FROM TOP TO BOTTOM • PHOTOS BY ZANE MEYER THORNTON 
• Jason Musser began repairing cars 20 years ago when h cc ,ldn I afford to 
contrnuously pay for maintenance on his first car At the time. he had no intention 
of making it hrs career. but when he discovered his distain for teaching_., fter earn 
Ing a MasteIs Degree In Mathematics From Wt>stern Kentucky University, he fell 
back on automobile maintenance to make entls meet. Aft roughly three years 
of working in peoples driveways. Musser decided o open hrs wn b,1siness, 
Musser Motorsports. Musser feels fortunate to be able to contmue working while 
many other businesses are forced to close their door';. ''If you re d n .business, 
sometimes businesses are compared to a baby This Is iny baby. you know, and 
if I don't care for 11 in the rigl1t way. it's gonna die," said Musser. 
• Matt Brown Is a Recreational Administration major at Western Kentucky Uni
versity who has been working at a local Kroger while he attends school. "When 
I came back to work after spring breal<, It was hect1c ... When the store closed at 
10 p.m., there were still cars out here lik~ It was a Sunday afternoon on the Super 
Bowl." said Brown. 
• Manoi Kumar Patel moved to Bowling Green from his home in Zimbabwe five 
years ago In his native country Patel was a professional contractor, but he gave 
up his profession and moved to America to help ensure a better fu ture for his 
daughters Last year, Patel built his own liquor store, WK Liquor's from the ground 
up. Since many students from Western Kentucky University liave returned home 
for the semester, much of Patel's cliemele is gone, but he chooses to remain 
optimistic and positive. "If you lake Zimbabwe for an example there's a total lock· 
down In a sense, things are way better than elsewhere I mean, Europ ·s went 
through a total shutdown too. Things could always be a lot worse." said Patel 
• Jessica Smrth rs a Licensed Veterinary Tech111c1an and Assistant Office Manag 
er at Greystone Pet Hospital ,n Bowling Green Ever since she was a child, Smith 
knew she wan1ed to work with animals. Even though some days are long and 
tough, she loves helping animals and forming relationships wrth heir owners 
Smith says new business guidelines have greatly effected the way her. and the 
rest of her staff, operate. "We are doing curbside only, so no one 1s allowed 11110 
the clinic Clients know their pet the best, so not having them 111 the clinic lo 
help explain things has slowed things down Just a little." said Smith New hours 
of operation have also greatly impacted veterinarians in Bowling Green, bul the 
offices in town formed a plan to make sure all animals are able to ge the care 
they need, whenever they need it. "There are nve clirncs In Bowling Green that 
take turns seeing emergencies after business hol1rs. we also rotate weekends. 
so whoever Is on call for the weekend Is on call Saturday and Sunday The cl1111c 
on call Is responsible for seeing emergencies from thf' other 4 clinics as well as 
their own," said Smith 
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COMMUNITY---A4 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

What is ISEC? 
A guide for students 
BY: Courtney Hurst, Robin Lester, Trenton Peyton 

The lntercultul'81 Student Engage
ment enter, al o known a r EC', pro
motes a culturally inclusive campu 
environment. cultural awarcn s and 
competen e. inter-group dialogue, en
gagement and intercultw·al intera lion 
and upports lifelong I arning about 
s U'and others.All of the e are key com
ponents to malting campus culturally 
aware and a aI space for all tudent . 

Through our c nter we offer a nu
merou amount of programming, ini
tiatives and resources that benefit our 
students acad mically. culturally and 
socially. Th ISE Academy. th Prid 

ente1· and The WKU Center for Ac
ademic Resources & Succ s (WKU 

AReS) al'e just a few examples. lt is 
our ultimat goal to ee our students 
walk acros the tage! 

If there is any way we can be of any 
assistance or if you just want to top 
by, our ·enter is lo ated on the econd 
floor of Downing Student Union room 
2041. Monday through Friday we ar 
open from 8 a.m to 4:30 p.m. Remem
ber, ISE is where scholars are made! 

What the semester will 
look like for ISEC and ISEC 
Academy 

The Intercultural Student Engage
ment Center and ISEC Academy will 
look a littl differ nt this year due to 
COVID-19. 

ISEC Academy opened it. door to 
77 incoming freshmen who identify 
as tudents of color (Black. Hispanic/ 
Latino, Asian, Native Ame1ican and 
Multiracial) and/or who ar fir t g ner-

ation, Pell ligibl and have need with 
their transition, persistence and grad
uation from WKU. 

l11e I EC staff mad many changes 
to the orientation weekend to meet th 

OVID-19 guid lines. Move-in was a drop 
and go pro e ·s. All students were provid
ed a mask and hand sanitizer and smaller 
activitie, to provid social di lancing. 

ISE Academy had a succe ful ori
entation weekend for Cohort IV. 

Du.ring the fall em ster. ISEC will 
host programming. Many of these pro· 
grams will r · quire pre-registration if 
students would like to attend. 

Student can follow the Jntercullur
al Student Engagement Center on . o
cial media to tay up to do on ev nts 
and programming. 

WKU Center for Academic Resource and Success 
The ISEC Acad my application win

dow has clo. ed, but we still offer WKU 
CAR S fol' those students who want to 
be a part of ISE . 

Th WKU enter for Acad rnic Re
soW'ce & Success. also known as WKU 

AReS, is an initiatiVi to a sist tud nts 
that identify as underrepresented a.ncl/01· 
who ar fi.rst-g n ration, Pell-eligible and 
have some need with their transition, per-
istence and graduation from WKU. 

tud nts will have th opportunity 
for tran formatiqn related to per ·omtl 
development. academic cngagem nt. 
campus involv ment and opportuni
ties for exp riences related lo culture 
and diversity. WKU CARe offers year
round enrollment for all tudent clas
sification . Martha Sales, Executive Director of ISEC-PROVIDED BY ISEC 

OP-ED 

WKU grad student: It'~ on the administration, 
not the students 
BY: Julie Sisler 

• an you even believe bow stupid 
the freshmen are on campu ? Th y're 
barely v n following th COVID-lg 
gwd lines!" This question was po ed 
to me during a casual conversation 
with a friend about the seemingly im
pending shutdown of WKU's campu . 
which they, along with numerous other 
members of lhe WKU onununiy. have 
at1ributed to the "stupid" actions of this 
year's freshmen class. 

My response? "Yes. r can beli ve 
it. Can you believ how stupid th ad
ministration is for expecting anything 
Les ?" 

embers of the WKU community 
from the top down have been qui k to 
point the finger at this year's freshman 
class, calljng thorn out for their lack of 
adherence to th univer ity's COVlD-19 
guid li11es. 

ot following guidelines that were 
put in place Jor our safety is. of course. 
troubling. However, I can't help but 
wonder if perhaps we should have ex
pected this all along. 

My freshman year, 1 couldn't wait to 
escape my parents and get out into the 
world. just like every other freshman. 
I wanted to meet new people, try new 
thjng, and get the college experi nee 
that l had dreamed or for years. These 
student are no different. 

People are shocked that fre hmen got 
to campu and began engaging in the 
very same acUvm s we all did during 
our own freshman xperience. 

Who can really be surprised that 
tbey·r in groups of more than 10 wh n 
they've been starved of ocial con
nection for months'/ Who can be that 
shocked wh nth y're not going . traight 
from class back to their r sitlence hall 
rooms when they've been tuck in ide. 
under their par nt ' thumbs for five 
month '! How can it b tunning that 
th y aren't here to focus on chool and 
only school when that's all that they had 
at lhe end oflast semester? Their senior 
year was ruined. o why is it tartling 
that they're willing to do whatever it 
tak to mak ure their freshman year 
i n't? 

Sure, it can be said that they should 
know better. But. truly, should they'! Not 
to sound b liltling, hut the. e ar teen
agers. obody ver said U1al logical 
reasoning was a strong suit of teen , so 
wh would that chang now? 

Fm1hermore, the rational part of th 
brain i n'l fully d veloped until ag 25. 
College students are at the ag where 
emotions control actions mor so than 
logic. Surely. school administrator that 

hav: studied higher education and col
l ge tu dent would know that. . right? 

In th Aug. 21 Herald interview with 
WKU President Timothy Caboni. Ca
boni said, "I know there are folk on 
this campus that want to have some 
group or people identified as the ma k 
patrol, the r ality is just likt> wearing it 
is on ach one of us, so is helping us as 
a community complywilh that expecta
tion." 

The issue with thi statem nt is that 
the WKU administration is in charge, 
not the student . It' · the admini tra
tion' job to mak the tight d cision 
for all of u .. and it· s th ir job to enforre 
those deci. ions. 

Jf students barely adhere to the poli
ies about not drinking alcohol on cam

pus, Why i it smprising that th y're nol 
adhering to the loo ely enfort'ed poH-

clc r gardjng COVJD-19 pr cautions? 
Yes. w all had to deal with the 

COVID-19 chaos last semester. and ye , 
we a1 all continuing to deal wiU1 it. 
Ho vever·, handling a global pandemic 
whil al horn in high chool i com
pletely different from handling it while 
on your own in college. 

When it com s dm n to it, little was 
done to pr pare th s . fr ,shm n. and 
now. we are all dealing with the all:er
math. They w re thrown into the lion's 
den that i a college campus during a 
global pandemic. and now they'r g t· 
ting call d out for nol knowing how lo 
handle the internal struggle between 
what they' r told to do and what they 
want to tlo. 

None of th se circumstan es make ii 
okay for students - freshmen or not -
to ignore protPctive measures in ord r 
to benefit th mselves. bnt it do make 

illustration by Alex Cox 

one wonder if student · hould be tak
ing all the blam for a univer ity's poor 
plannlng. 

Of course, this is no excuse for stu
dents to not follow OVID-19 guide
lines. 

We all need to demonstrate person
al responsibility and take precautions 
not just to keep our campus open, but 
al o to protect all memb r of the WKU 
community. Wearing a ma k. ocial di -
tancing and wa hing hands are simple 
ways that students can make campus a 
healthier place for all. 

Perhaps instead of turning to the 
freshmen. and furthem1ore, instead 
of lumping all of the students follow
ing guidelines in with all of thos that 
aren·l. we should be turning to the ad
ministration to ask: How did you not 
se thi coming'? 
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A5 
Football takes precautions to kick off 

By Nick Kieser 
nick.l<ieser036@topper. 

Patien e Is a virtue that WK . Director Todd Stewart h U AtJ:tletic, 
ks as used m the past wee leading up to the football ea-son and other fall competiti . . Hill. ons on 1 he 

. Stewart ~d WKU have been follow
mg lhe gu1d lines of experts 00· so has allowed the football · mg j. 1 program to 
~ e Y return and pr par fol' the ensu-
ing s ason. which i now in th T-mi• nus stag s, tewa1t said. 

Following the deci ions of th r . o er con-1erences is something Stewru:t said lhat 
o_nr t nee ~SA ha been doing. 
. Everyone footprint is within th 

~1~· 12· EC or the Ace: tewart said. Prnm our standpoint a long as thos 
leagu were still in, that made u feel better about ourselves.·· 
. Lacty Topper so cer and volleyball is be
mg ~ushed to the pring, but tennis and 
m n and worn n' golf will have their 
no;~:mal ch dule like previous years. 

_Th re was ertainly ome disap
pointment because I think they were 
ready to play," Stewart said. ''That' 
help d a little bit frorn th standpoint 
~hat they till plan on having a season 
m the spring. It's not like they won't 
h~ve a sea on - they'll ju t have it at a 
d1f~ rent time period than they nom1ally would." 

season COVID-free 

CHRIS KOHLEY • WKU ATHLETICS 

ExhJbition games are till not out of 
the question for volleyball and soccer, 
according to tewart. Ba eball and soft
ball may also participate in exhibition 
games this fall. R d-shirtj1m1or Dominiquo Bradshaw defends again L rod-shirt sophomore Terez Traynor al practice on Aug. 29, 2020. 

After not postponing the 2020 foot
ball sea on and listening to the proper 
guidelines, the Hilltoppers will hav a 
season- along with more testing to en
sur the health ofth.c athletes. 

football game of U1 year. 
"We don't have anything finalized yet, 

but I think it would be afe to say that for 
the Libe.rty game, whatever our fan sit
uation is, will probably mirror what it i 
for the Louisville game," t wart aid. 

"Once we get into game weeks we're 
likely to be te Ung three time a week," 
Stewart said. "For somebody to be able 
to play on a Saturday theywould have to 
have a negative test re ult on all three 
of those tests." 

He added that WKU would like to be 
as thorough as possible to help make fall 
game happen and have h althy alhl te . 

apacity is something that tewait 
touched onin regards lo hosting Liber
ty University Sept. 19 for the first home 

A byproduct of the r duced capacity 
limit is the los in the projected budget for 
Lhi year. The forecast has WKU Athletics 
adjusting accmttingly to have the pmper 
budget in place to run operations. 

Across 
1 Wharton grad 
4 Family member 
7 Chapter in hi tory 

IO Do ome yard 
work 

13 Ashes holder 
14 Fla. neighbor 
15 Albanian money 
16 Leave 

dumb truck 
17 Ryan of"I.Q." 
18 ldiosyncra y 
19 Tiny amount 
21 Mince word ? 
23 Furrow maker 
2~ Damp 
26 Hebride island 
27 _Quentin 
28 Good. buddies u e 

them 
29 Cry ofmo k 

horror 
31 Small alroon 
33 Deuce 
36 Bronx Bomber 
39 M rino mother 
40 Helping band 
41 Absorbed, as a 

los 
42 Dashboard abbr. 
44 Butterfly caccher 
46 Roswell igbting 
47 Fan setting 
48 Can opener 
50 Sampler 
52 River to the 

North Sea 
53 Lover of Aeneas 
54 "Iftbe_ i 

concealed it 
ucceeds'': Ovid 

55 Holiday mo. 
56 Old ngli h 

character 
58 Pt:r per on 

"We will have ome budget hortfalls 
ju t b cause of the situation with fans 
in the stands," St wart said, "There arc 
ome d cisions that w ·n have to make. 

The d gree of that will depend on what 

Copyr/ghl ffJ2020 PuuleJunct1on.com 
62 Sitting pot 5 Baba 43 
65 Biblical uffix 6 Ru ian villa 
66 Mac maker 7 '"If II fai l ,, 45 
67 Foreca l 8 lecp acronym 49 
69 Tire filler 9 With hands on hip, 51 
71 Lunch meat 10 Epiphany figure 53 
72 Fruit drink 11 Has a tab 55 

Affirmative action 12 Hit the roa<l 57 73 
eafood delicacy 20 Old P platfom1 59 74 

Belfa t grp. 22 Hunt for 60 75 
76 Barnyard male 24 Fairy talc opener 61 
77 Like some martini 27 Doubter 62 
78 Kind of testing 28 Big cat 63 
79 tudy 30 uffix with auction 64 

32 Po ses 65 
33 Lacking slack 66 Down 34 Rmg bearer 

1 Infectiou di ea e 35 Methane' lack 68 
2 Coffee_ 36 Eli' - 'Choo) 

Bohr's tudy 70 3 Furious 37 
4 Check infonnation 38 Kind of wire 

U1e 2020-21 eason looks like, not only 
for football but for everything else. We're 
going to plan for the worst. and a a re ult 
we'll have to make some d cisions her in 
the weeks and months ahead." 

on ow· campus." tewrut ald."Our uni
ver ity has taken a Jot of precautions to 
try lo g t off to a good start her , and 
wh t we ar telling our guy is ·don't let 
your guard down· - they have done a 
r ally good job so far. and I think from 
their standpoint th 1· i light at the end 
of the tunnel. .. 

Before the first coin toss of the sea-
011, the player who tak the field must 

be conscientious of the guidelines in 
place when on campus. Practicing what 
Healthy on The Hill sa s along with 
w aring a ma k can as ist athlete. to 
maintain the proper condition in order 
to play. 

Sports Editor ick Kie er can be 
reached at nick.Id er036@topper. 
wku.edu. Follow ick on 1\1ritter al @ 
KiesorNick. 

" lasses here are either onlin or 
they are hybrid. so ther are not crowd
ed area from a cla room perspective 

Like ome 
ienti. t 

Black gullk 
Dugout for one 
Dance le ·son 
Count on 
Flyspeck 
Ponery fragment 
Ladybug's prey 

Booth Luc 
llerculcs 

quabble 
ommotion 

Utah Hy 
Mmi-whirlpool 

arp •t layer'· 
alculahon 

Common 
conjunction 
Lithium-
hatt ry 

American History Icons 
e202/J Puu/eJunc:1/r,n oom 

1. The Statue of Liberty represents what Roman goddess? 
(a) Columbia (t>) Freedas (c} Ubertas 

2. Uncle Sam came Into use In what war? 
(a) War of 1812 (b} Spanish-American War (c) World War I 

3. When was the Liberty Bell commissioned? 
(a) 1765 {b) 1752 (c) 1774 

4 A well-known cartoon, 'Join, or Die' was created by who? 
(a) John Adams (b) Patrick Henry (c) Benjamin Franklin 

5. The Great Seal of the United States was first used In what 
year? 
(a) 1796 (b) 1782 {c) 1770 

6. What year was the bald eagle removed from the endangered 
wildlife list In the lower 48? 
(a) 2007 (b) 2010 (c) 2000 

7. Whal Is the national flower of the United States? 
(a) Sunflower (b) Rose (c) Iris 

8, How many limes hes the u S. Conslltution been amended? 
(a) 27 (b) 9 (c) 18 

9. How mc1ny colonies were party to Iha Declaration of 
Independence? 
(a}11(b)9(o)13 cr·ot cr·s; 

10. In what year did Betsy Ross create the nag? ::, · 6 :::, ·,. 
(a) 1773 (b) 1776 (c} 1770 •· e er·£ cr·t. •·z 

••9 O't 
To solve the Sudoku puzzle, each row. column and 
box must contain Iha numbers 1 to 9. 

6 9 7 
1 7 I 

5 6 2 
8 4 9 

8 2 9 
4 2 5 7 

4 
4 3 2 
7 3 4 6 

Copyright C2020 PuuJaJunction.com 

11 9 s I' Z 6 L t I. 
6 Z C L I 9 .. 11 j, 
I' L /. s 9 C 6 9 Z 
L II 11 £ S L l ~ 6 
S 6 j, z 9 /. t I 9 
L I: i: 6 v e 9 L S z I' I 9 /. S 11 6 C 
9 g 6 9 £ I' L Z L 
£ l 9 L 6 z " 9 9 

Last week's crossword solution: 
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SETTING UP: Helton· and staff theorize 
potential season starters 

By Casey Warner 
casey warner@yahoo.com. 

'-minu · 11 days until th Hilltop• 
r , rill lak the fi Id for th fir l time 

a ll1ey kick ofI th ir 2020 season at 
th Univ r ity of Louisville. 

After a d layed tart to camp and 
an un ·pected canceled practic last 
Thursday, WKU has fought thrnugh 
th adv rsit) and ontmued lo make 
the mo t of its shortened camp ea on. 
Two we k into fall camp coache and 
player alik have been able o g •t a 
better id a of what thi. team i alfout. 

Saturday marked the fir ·t Ii ·crim
mage or fall camp for the Hilltoppcrs. 
, Iler a 109 Lack.le s ason in 2019 

and b in named a Confercn e USA 
honorable mention. s nior lineba ·k
r K le Bailey was just thankful to be 

playing the game he lov 1s. wh n some 
oth r schools ar n 't so fortunat . 

"With all the conf·usion gomg on and 
people not knowrng if we are going to 
havt• a suttson ... Jttst being able to come 
out here and fly around just took a lot of 
trC:'ss off of everybody," Bailey said. 

With a scrimmage now under th ii' 
belt. WKU' playmakers are making 
them el • known. De~ n. ive coordina
tor la on White\ a. ati ·fiedwithwhat 
he aw from his d ~ n eon Saturda . 

"ll wa on ot tho e day. wh •r we 
ju 1 had lo do our job " White aid. 
·•our on ns ha o much tal nt. 1 
thought Rog r om plays. 
H had two pa br akups." 

The nior de~ nsive back pla · d 
in seven game for th llilltopper 
last eason totaling two interceptions 
and five pass breakups. One of ven 
s nior defen. ive back on the Hllllop
p -r ' ro I r. ray will b an imporlaut 
compon<>nt to a WKU ctefen e that ha 
a variety of experience r turning. 

w1herc' dcfinilelv DC\ things that 
we're putting in •very week," White 
aid " e want to play a different ov r

ag behind blitz patterns thi y ar than 
we did last year just to mix things up." 

From a team standpoint, th biggest 
benefit for this WKU defense is go
ing up again I a talent d offense with 

depth day m and day out or practice. 
An r.xperietwed offensive line and 
hift: skill pla ers make for a gr at 

challenge for the defense. 
"You wouldn't really know , ho lo 

over Jr I'm going again l those guys," 
White said. "It's made u a lol better. 
Th y'vo <.lefinilely improved, and you 
can definitely feel it. Thi y<.>ar th y 
hav a lot more sp ed and a lot more 
talent on the football field." 

Although th •r Ii s an enormous 
amount of ial nt on tJ1 offen ive ~ide 
of the ball. the one glaring que tion Is 
still who wiU be th starting quart r
back com . ept, 12. 

In r c nt intcrvi w with h ad coach 
Tyson H Hon la t week, Helton has said 
that , II ftv quarterback· on the ro ler 
havE' be n getting r p in practice and 
that no start r has 1merg d y t. 

On the oth r hand, hearing what of
fen ive oordinator Bryan Elli and 
players h vc to say about th situation 
mak things all that much cl ar r 

WB >ing th quarterback's coach, r 
wa thrill d that w clidn 't hav any 
turnovers at the po •ition." Elli aid. "I 
was lmpr' d with (Tyr 111 Piggy (Pi
grom J. I thought Piggy did some real
ly good thing . " 

Turnovers or lack thc>r ,of will br a 
key this ason for fyrcll Pigrome if he 
<Joe inde dwln thejob. 

oming into 2020 Pigromo lia a ca
reer touchdown to interc ption ratio 
of 9 to 10. While Pigram ·s ability to 
tak car of the ball is still up for dis
cus ion, hi tPammales have b en im
prcs <'d with what they have n from 
the graduate Iran ·f r in practi e. 

S 1\ior center th Joest prai ed not 
only Pigrom but what he ha se n 
from th quart rback room in general. 

'The whole o-line did really w U, and of 
ourse Piggy' really stepp d it up," Joest 
aid. ·w 're pretty d ep at quarterback 

right now, and U1.at guy is doing good. ft 
It is worth noting that upp rclass

men Davis Shanley and Kevari Thom
as have plenty of ability to win the job, 
just not lhe mobillty and play-making 
upside Pigrome has shown thu far. 

nior defensive back An1won Kincade 
compared practicing agairu t Pigrom to 
how the t am has been prepa.ling for a 

STEVE ROBERT· WKU ATHLETICS 
\thl<'llc DirecmrTo<1d Stewart 1ml Tyson Helton stand on Llw sideline ut pructicl•.Aug 17, 2020 

• 

STEVE ROBERTS • WKU ATHLETICS 
Western Kon1ucky Umvorflity football prac1ice on Aug. 29, 2020 its flr&t crlmmag of tbt• aason 

In! louchens-Smllh !illldium 

Louisvill loam wilh a mobile quart rba k. 
"Piggy is an incredibl quarterback, 

e p cially on hi t et," Kincade aid. 
• ot only on his feet, he's more dynam
icwitJ1 hi tou h JIBSS. That's what help 
us prepare for quarterbacks like that." 

With th ir season kickoff under two 
w eks away, the l-lilltopp r will look to 
tie up som loose enru b fore th travel 
to arclinal tadium. In a game in which 
the 'ard inaJs are expected to be heavily 
favon•d, expect WKU to prepare for the 

COLUMN e 

upset in th coming day at practice. 
your fir t crimmage against our de

f en e last year, w dam near didn't geta 
yard," Elli said. ·rm really proud ofour 
staff and our head coach of where w 'v 
come m a year's time and how we really 
got a chanc to bo good on offens " 

Football beat 1·eporter Casey Wa1·
ner can be reached at ca ey.warner@ 
yahoo.com. Follow him on Twitter @ 
1/Jecaseywarner. 

By Kaden Gaylord 
kaden.gaylord559@topper.wku.edu 

Views from the bottom of The Hill 
Making it safe to attend games 

A a ro,m r foothall play rand cur
rent fan, there's nothing I would like 
more than for thing to r turn to nor
mal so we can njoy th . ea on like 
usual But with U12t being said, having 
an abundance of fan in the stadium is 
not what' be t right now. 

Now before you g t angry and tell 
me l'm wrnng, h ar me out fir t. WKU 
Football 1s set to open its season on 
Sept. 12 against an in-state opponent, 
the University ol' Louisvill . Th ardi
nals announced last week that Lhcy are 
allowing 30% capacity in their stadi· 
nm, which is about 18,000 fans. 

Does tllat ound safe at all? I know 
l louchen · mith Staclium is nowh r 
near lh maximum capa ity a the 
forrnt•rJy known Papa John' • tadium. 
a WKU' tadium only holds about 
22.000 fans. But that doe n·t ev n 
account for all of the tudents \ ho 
squeeze into the student lion. 

High s hool sport ha,·e returned al
ready, and ther hav b en prob! m · 
when it come to making ure <'very
body i following the rule . 

The athletic director at American 
Fork High chool in Utah had to stop 
th ir football game due to fans not fol
lowing the ma k and ociaJ distancing 
r •quirnments. Their tickets even gav 
them sp cific areas lo sit o that di -
lancing would b as ur ct. 

How can WKU ensure that p op! 
will stay socially distant for a thr -
hour gam<''! Ho~ can they nsut· fans 
will w ar their mask? I ju t don't 
how that' plausible e pecially in a col
l ge dominated state like Kentuck-y and 
a WKU "ride or die'' rlty like Bowling 
r en that tailgate VC'l)' we k nd. 
A ~omeone who' -lived on campus 

for three year . I know student. will 
tailgate and not do it safely, not to men
tion the ,re k Ii~ s en ·s parties. 

I don't m an to present an apples and 
orange situation, but the NBA bubble 
is very succe sful right now partly be
au e ther are no fan . Up until thi 

point. no play r ha · tested po itiv for 
OVID-19. and th y're thriving. 
We!'v, st'en multipl football pro-

grams acr s th nation have player 
g t OVlD-19. Oklahoma had to send 
a whole position group home because 
all of them except one were diagnosed 
with the vim . 

WKU h ad coa h Ty on Helton srud 
tho team ha bad muJtiple cases. omc 
with symptom and ome a mptomat
ic. Putting fans in thal environment is 
adding fuel to th fir . 

WKU Athletic Dir ctor Todd tewart 
announc d last Thur day afternoon 
that th y plan to mirror a similar ca
pacity as Loui ville. 

30% of 22,000 is 6,600. which is a 
lot. If high chool games are having 
prob! ms n with a lowe1· number in 
attend:mc . ho\ will colJ g be ab! 
10 handle it, e p cially since COVID-19 
numbors have ri ·en in K ntucky for 
th pasl couple of months? 

In L xington, the local h alth d -
partment r port d 423 ca es at the 
University of K ntucky since Aug. 3. 
All oftl11 ls befom football games have 
·tart d, so what makes us think the 
numb r will d clin with thou and 
of people gather din a stadinm or out-
ide tailgating? 
Let' not forg 1 that th s universi• 

tie are tr ing to have in-per on class• 
es and tay op n a long a po ibl . 
Bringing more bodi s to th e alr ady 
stuffed ampus · i just as!Jng for th 
vlru. to come by and vi it. 

If throughout th s .a. on verything 
is goin well and play 1' · are laying 
h althy, ma~-b the school can let ome 
fan In. But until th n it hould be in 
th be tinter st ofth athlete and th 
school lo kc•ep fan njoying football 
gam athomc. 

Men' ba ketball b at r porter and 
sports columnist Kaden Gaylord can 
h rea bed at kaden.ga lord559@top
P r wku.edu. Follow Kaden on 1\vitt r 
t@_KLG3. 
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