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THE STAB 
MARCH DII.PARTMENT OF MILITARY SCIENCE 1978 

Commander ' s Corner 

by Mike Fritch 

As the Cadet Battalion Commander, I 
would like to welcome all returning 
cadets and any new cadets to the Spring 
1978 semester. This seme ster holds 
g r eat promise of becoming one of the 
best ever in the ROTC Cadet Corps here , 
and it is my goal to make it just that . 
I sincerely hope that in accomplishing 
this goal , every cadet achieves what 
they expect to achieve and more from 
the ROTC prog ram for this seme ster . 
I strongly urge each and every cadet 
to participate fully in all the activ
ities planned in the Military Science 
Department , and to especially make an 
a l l - out effort to attend all assigned 
l a bs. If at any time during the semes
ter I can be of assistance to any 
cadet, please f eel free to call on me . 

THE STAR STAFF 

S- 2 B . · · • • • • ... ruce Bohanon 
;ss'.stant ....... Jack ie Kem 
AYP'. st · · · · · · • • . . Sue Fray 

dv1sor • . ... . . CPT Je rry Ward 

RUN FOR YOUR LIFE 

By C/2LT J ackie D. Kem 

There ' s a n ew c l ub at Western that 
i s s po n sor ed by t he ROTC department. 
The c l ub is c all ed the Run for Your 
Li f e Club and it is basically a jog
g i ng club. The c lub members are 
mainly ROTC cadets, b u t t h e club is 
open to the University, both students 
and faculty . The club is informal . ' in t hat t he membe rs jog on the honor 
s y stem, y e t rec eive rec ognition 
through the Run for Your Life Program 
in the form of patche s and certifi
cates. 

Run f or Your Life is an Army
sponsored activi ty c entered at Ft. 
Benni ng , Georgia. The c lub was 
started a s a traini n g program through 
a e robi cs. Th e aer obics program 
s tresses r u nning a nd e xercising 
for training a nd s trengthening the 
lungs a nd he art. The only requirement 
for the p r o gram i s tha t the mile be 
run in a time o f 8 : 30 or less 
(9:30 f or men over 4 0 and women) . 
The mo st t ha t a per s on is to run in 
~ day is three miles, and the goal 
is for a p erson to run 7 - 10 miles 
a week. 

CPT Bewle y i s t he f acul ty sponsor 
f o r the Run f or Your Life Club here 
a t Wes t e r n. For all those interested 
in the c lub, there will b e several 
mee tings i n February which will be 
posted on the bul letin boards outside 
t h e ROTC department. Tf you ~re un
able to a t tend a meeting, contact 
CPT Bewley or C/Jacki e Kem for infor
mat ion. We would love to have you 
join! 
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"ON THE GO" 

by CDT/CPT Andy Hussey 

Yes, SPECIAL FORCES is "on t he go" 
once again this semester . We hav e b e e n 
i nvolved with much already this semester 
and face several other challeng es through 
t he remainder of the seme s ter. SPECI AL 
FORCES has just completed its candida t e 
p rogram. This candidate p rogra m l a s ted 
a pproximately 5 weeks dur i ng whic h t ime 
conce ntration was given to s uch topics 
a s r appelling, radio commu n ica tions , 
wire communications, tactic al movement 
of a unit, river crossing, ma p readi ng , 
a nd water survival. Three individuals 
c ompleted this training. 

Certainly, SF has not l i mited itself 
o nly to conducting the candida te progr a m. 
SPECIAL FORCES, with VFW Post #12, 
jointly sponsored Scott Thomas t o the 
National Collegiate Skydiving Meet. 
Thomas, an SF active, represented him
self, SPECIAL FORCES, and Weste r n KY 
University well by winning fourth 
place at this meet. 

SPECIAL FORCES has continued to strive 
to excel in the field of tactics thr ough 
frequent maneuvers in the field . Among 
t hose included this seme ster i s a j o i ntl y 
conducted FTX with the Pe rshi ng Rifle s. 

Not to dwell on the past , SPECIAL 
FORCES con tinues to plan for the f uture. 
Planned f or the remainder of the s e me ster 
is a field exe rcise agains t a n MTSU 
ranger unit at Ft. Campbe ll. SF ha s 

• r 

also made p reparations for attending 
orienteering meets conduct e d 1-2 Ap ril 
at Manche ster, MO; 8-9 April a t Car bondale, 
IL; 6 May a t Cookeville, TN. One o f the 
final ac t i vities planned f o r SF this 
seme ster is a unit picnic. 

All this has kept SPECIAL FORCES 
"on t h e go. " 
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The Nati onal Society of Pershing 
Rif l e s was begun on the campus of the 
University of Nebraska in 1894. This 
was during (later to be general of 
the Armies) John J . "BLACKJACK" 
Pershing ' s time of instructorship 
there. 

Pershing, tired of the sloppy 
attitudes and poor spirit de corps 
of the military students on the campus, 
d ecided to s tart a new organization, 
founded on the idea that the individual 
s tudent should have a better outlook 
and attitude toward his military train
ing. Pershing started a voluntary 
o r ganiz a tion , made up of his finest 
cadets to improve the situation. 

When the progress of Pershing's unit 
was heard in other colleges and univer
sities, they organized their own units . 
The units spread all over the United 
States , and the name was changed from 
t h e varsity r ifles, to the Pershing 
Rifl es , i n honor of its founder. 

Pershing Rifles reached Western in 
1936. Since it has been on campus, 
i t has been an organization dedicated 
t o t he principles of doing "just a 
little more" in the preparation of 
t he ROTC cadet. The primary activities 
of Pershing Rifle Company B, Third 
Reg iment , here at Western is to perform 
as an expert drill team at ceremonies 
a nd in competition with other schools, 
to participate in extracurricular 
military studies and exercises, to 
s upport various college functions, 
a nd to sponsor soc i al activities such 
as i nformal parties , picnics, and a 
f o rmal bal l . 

YOU CAN BECOME A MEMBER OF COMPANY B-3 
• •• • •.. • • •. • • • ••• • •.• • ••••••••• • • • HOW? 
BY TALKING TO DENNIS L. KOLB .. . .....•. 
PH 74 8- 2111 
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OLD WAR STORIES 

By C/ 2LT Jackie D. Kem 

As ma ny o f you may know, o ne o f the 
ways that a person may enroll in the 
ROTC Advanc ed Course (MS III & MS IV) 
is by virtue o f bei ng a Veteran. The 
Vet is in a unique positio n in that 
he has already seen the Military 
Service from the inside, and l i k ed 
what he s aw. Being a Vet myself , 
I have f o u nd that ROTC is a lea rning 
expe rie nce as well as an unlearning 
experienc e . The o n ly t rouble that I 
have had is tha t no one belie v es my 
old wa r s t o rie s . 

I can' t s e em to understand why CPT 
Bewley would not sympathize with me 
wh en I tel l h i m of the hardship s that 
I endured while a member of the 77th 
Army Ba nd at Ft . Sill, Oklahoma . 
You can't i magi ne t h e despa i r that a 
per son f e els when you have to march 
in a pa rade behind the Duncan Oklahoma 
Saddle Cl ub~ The frustration is un
bel i evable when the steak dinner you 
ordere d c ost $ 6 . 00 and the Army Meal 
Ticket only pays for $ 5 .50 of t hat 
amount . 

The worst thing tha t ever happened 
was truly hor rifying. I am r eally 
sur prise d that I lived thro ugh this 
o n e . Being a membe r o f a military 
band during t he Bi c entenni a l Year was 
busy , in t hat we dedicated everything 
that you could possibly imag ine . 
I n Oklahoma , t here is a n extensive 
flood control p roj ect, and t hroughout 
the state , there are a number o f water
s heds. For you city folk , a f lood 
wa t ershed i s a low g round tha t b ecomes 
a pond when t he wate r flows down from 
an extensive rainfall. We ll, f or the 
Bicente nni a l, we dedicated Oklahoma's 
177 6t h Watershe d, which was somewhere 
near Sterling, Oklahoma. Well , can 
yo u bel iev e that we drove wa y out 
there and play ed the ded i cation 
c eremony , and they didn ' t ev en give 
us meal tickets ! We had to e a t the 
bar bequed b uffa lo that the state had 
cooke d u p . I just coul dn ' t believe i t . 
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,On a serious v e in, I am truly 
ha p py to be in ROTC, and sincerely 
p r oud of the part tha t I played in 
keeping up the morale of the troop s 
while in the 77th Army Band. I 
believe tha t a l ot of t he Vets i n 
ROTC have seen that t he Army can be 
a lot o f wor k sometime, that it can 
be a h e a dache, but that also the 
Army can p rov i de a l ot of opportuni
ties for a p e rson t o do what 'turns 
him on ' . I made a lot of g ood friend s 
in the Army, and I know that whe n I 
go back in, t hat I will enjoy what I 
do , whateve r it t urn s out to be. 
The Army c an mean a lot of good 
friends , good t i mes, and even some
times, good music!! 

* * * * * * 

A Compa ny 
by Ed Miller 

Alfa Company welcomes a ll cadets 
back to another semeste r o f Big Red 
ROTC . The CO is CDT CPT Ron Assmann, 
who recentl y received an RA commiss ion 
in the F ield Artillery . Th e XO is CDT 
lLT Dwight Williams. l SGT is J ill 
Baggett . Platoon leader s a re: 1s t 
PLT-CDT 2LT Davi d Crowell , 2nd PLT
CDT 2LT Dani el Chapman, 3r d PLT-CDT 
2LT Ed Mille r. PSG's are : Stev e 
Larimore, James Ma lley, and Bob Ervin . 

The Cadet of t he Month i s Bryan 
Kaelin, a freshman from Owe nsboro , KY . 

Alfa Company is one of the f r eshman 
Mountaineering labs . We couple c las s 
room instruction with realistic f i e ld 
tra ining and practical exercise s. 
Alfa Company plans an exciti ng s emes
ter of training for its cadets. 



By C/2LT Jackie D. Kem 

Why should a person go ROTC? What 
do you really get out of it? I hear 
these questions all the time from 
people around campus . What I don't 
under stand is why a person doesn 't go 
ROTC . Perhaps I am a lit tle gung - ho, 
but I think I have a reason to be . 
In my way of thinking , ROTC is a no
lose proposition. First of a ll, the 
time you spend in it goe s for an 
academic minor, so you get credit for 
it as far as the school is concerned . 
The last two years , you may spend a 
little more time to do a few things , 
but I think the $100 a mont h is the 
best part-time j ob that I have , par
ticularly around income tax time. 

One of the hardest things for a new 
college graduate to get is a job. 
With ROTC, you have an option to go 
on active duty or just go ADT and stay 
in the Reserves and stil l have a good 
paying part- time job. If you wa nt to 
work in the civilian factor, having 
ROTC on your transcript sure means a 
lot to a lot of employers. If I 
decide to go in for a few years, the 
experience that I will have und er my 
belt will really be an asset. 

Besides the monetary considerations, 
there is the personal pride that I can 
do whatever I set out to do. There is 
the personal pride of doing something 
for my country. Four years ago , that 
would have sounded silly; today I rea
lize that my country is worth defend
ing, worth support . ROTC has taught 
me the value of pride. 

Now when people ask me why ROTC, I 
tell them. ROTC has o pened up a great 
deal of alternatives to me, has given 
me a lot of insight, and pride in 
myself, my country, and my fellow man . 
It may sound trite, but ROTC is for 
me , because nothing else wi ll do. 

8/78 /260/MS-The cosl of prinlinc t his publication by Western Kentucky 
University was pald from state funds KRS 67.375. 

A Conversation With A Reserve 
Battalion Commander 

Somewhere along the way, mos t mili
tary science students ask themselves 
"Where does all this training lead and 
how can it be applied?" In a n attempt 
to answer these questions , this writer 
interviewed LTC Ehresman of the 100th 
Division. 

LTC Ehresman was corranissioned in the 
Field Artillery through the ROTC pro
gram a t Purdue University. After going 
on active duty for training, he joined 
an Army Reserve unit. He is presently 
an administrator at Western, in addi
t i on to being battalion commander of 
the Bowling Green unit of the 100th 
Di vision. 

Ehresman pointed out several benefits 
o f b eing in the Reserve. "I have used 
many of the principles learned in ROTC 
in civilian life, even though I've never 
been on active duty. " The pay . is not 
bad either. A reservist usually works 
one weekend out of the month and gets 
paid four days' earnings for every 
weekend worked . For a second lieuten
ant, that comes to about $100 a weekend . 
In addition, if the reservi st has served 
20 years , at age 60, he can collect re
tirement benefits. 

Ehresman believes that the future for 
ROTC graduates is good. At this moment 
there are three slots for second lieu
tenants in the Bowling Green unit. In 
recent years , more people have switched 
back from reserve to active duty than 
ever before. This, combined with a 
more mobile society, tends to provide 
more openings with the reserve. 

For those who make a career of the 
rese~ve, there are opportunities to 
associate with many interesting people. 
Ehresman indicated that most reservists 
a r e professional people or peopl e who 
have some responsibility in their 
civilian jobs. " It is the ability to 
associate with interesting people and 
to soldier every once in a while that 
keeps .most senior officers in." 

When planning your career, keep the 
Army Reserve i n mind. It might be the 
thing for you. 
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