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WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 

STAB 
SEPTEMBER DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY SCIENCE 1977 

Notes from the Colonel 

Welcome to Western Kent ucky's "Big 
Re d" Army ROTC Cadet Corps. I am 
pleased you have joined the ranks of 
an elite group of young men and· women , 
f uture leaders and outstanding citi
zens of this great nation of our ' s. 
I challenge you to do your best dur
ing this school year . Your college 
e ducation is our pri mary mission in 
the Military Science Department. Con
current with the attainment of your 
degree is our mission to develop the 
leadership potential that each of you 
p ossess so that you may do the best 
j ob you possibly can upon graduation 
and receipt of your commi ssion in the 
United States Army. The life style 
of Western Kentucky University ' s 
t radition is expressed in our motto, 
" The Spirit Makes t he Master, " and I 
en join each of you to harness the 
spirit that exists on this great cam
pus of our's in order that you may 
become "the Master " of your own 
ind i vidual destiny . 

Exce llence in the arena of life is 
not easily won . The desire to be 
first and what it takes to be in the 
n umber " l " spot requires maximum 
e ffort o n the part of every member 

1 o f a n y organization . 
We stern Kentucky ' s ROTC Corps to

day e n j oys the distinction of being 
a " Number l " p rog ram b e cause those 
of its me mbership have paid "the 
price" to place it there. In order 
for us t o remain in tha t po~ition , 
i t r equires continued super effort 
on all our parts . I am confident 
our Cadet Corps this year has what 
it t a k e s individually and collectively 
to k e ep us " Number 1 . " 

Airborne School 

"American parachut ists--devils in 
baggy pants--are less than 100 meters 
from my outpost line . I can't sleep 
at night. They pop up from nowhere , 
and we never know when or how they 
will strike next. Seems l ike the 
black-hearted devils are everywhere ." 

No , this is not a new movie re
lease, but an excerpt from the diary 
of a German officer. This excerpt 
will give you, the reader, an idea of 
the pride i nstilled in those of us 
who were fortunate enough to attend 
the Airborne School this summer and 
earned our silver wings. Including 
myself , Mike Fritch, there were eight 
of us who were so honored-- Ted 
Nicholas, Calvin Minton , Matt Ransdell, 
Joe Indalecio , Terry Jensen , Ron 
Assmann, and Leon Chappell. 

So, you would like to know what it 
is like to ride in that C-130 or C- 141 
aircraft with your hear t in your 
throat until you go hurling out the 
rear door of the aircraft and feel 
the tug of those static lines snap
ping taunt above you. Also , you want 
to know how it feels to be suspended 
from that great round silk canopy 
floating calmly and quietly down to 
a g reen pasture some 1500 feet away. 
And, you would like to know how you 
feel after landing on the ground and 
start winding t hat parachute around 
your arms while watching your brother 
paratroope rs descending from the 
serene sky you just l eft above you . 
Well, friend, about all I have to say 
a bout t he e ntire experi ence is AIR
BORNE ALL THE WAY, AND THEN SOME . 



New Faces in the Department 

We have two new faces in the ROTC 
Department this year. Actually , one 
has returned after a year in Korea, 
SGM Eatherly. SGM Eatherly came to 
Western previously i n April 1974. In 
September 1976, he left fo r Korea to 
be SGM in J-4 Plans, United Nations 
Command , for which he received the 
Joint Service Commendation Medal . SGM 
Eath erly is an MS II Instructor and an 
advisor f or P/R ' s . He tells me that 
he i s the nicest person in the de
partment. 

The new MS IV Instructor from 
Orlando, Florida, is CPT Gregory A. 
Lowe. CPT Lowe is a Mili t ary Police 
Officer who comes to Western from 
San Francisco , California . He .was 
Commander of the San Francisco Field 
Office, US Army Criminal Investigation 
Command . In 1968 , CPT Lowe graduated 
from Western with a BA in Psychology. 
He got his MPA in Justice Administra
tion at Golden Gate Unive rsity. He 
feels that it is good to be back home. 

On behalf of the Star staff and 
the Cadet Corps , we would like to 
welcome SGM Eatherly and CPT Lowe to 
the Big Red Machine . 

Di s tinguished Military Students 

Under the provisions of AR 145- 1 
and with the concurre nce of the Presi
dent of Western Kentucky University, 
t he fol l owing cadets were d e signated 
Distinguished Military Students for 
t he 1977-1978 school year: 

ASSMANN , Jeffrey 
DAVENPORT , Janice 
FRITCH , Michael 
HARVELL , Herbert 
HOWARD , Gregory 
HUSSEY, Andrew 
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JENSEN , Terry 
MINTON, Calvin 
NICHOLAS , Theodore 
PENDLEY, Donna 
PENDLEY, Michael 
RANSDELL, Matthew 

_{ 

This award is for displaying 
outstanding qual ities of leadership , 
high moral character, notewor thy aca
demic achievement, and exceptional 
aptitude for military service. Con
gratulations to all of you. 

Mini- Lab 

All of us know that most of what 
we learn is gotten out of the class
room . The Military Science Departmen1 
knows this as well . For this reason 
they are offering, to any of the corp: 
who is interested, the opportunity to 
attend a mini- lab scheduled for 21 Se! 
77. The subjects of the mini-lab 
include basic knot tying , tying of a 
swiss seat, how to set up a river
crossing , and a practical exercise in 
rivercrossing . Emphasis is on having 
fun while you are learning . All in
terested persons please sign up on 
one of the posters in the Military 
Science Department . We will leave 
for the mini-lab at 1500 hrs (3 p . m.) 
from the Military Science Department 
on that Wednesday, 21 September 1977 . 
Come , learn , enjoy! 

• Andrew J. Hussey 
CDT CPT 



From the Commander 

After a long summer vacation and 
the start o f a new semester , I wo uld 
l ike to welcome back all r eturning 
cadets and all the new c adets to 
Western Kentucky University ' s Big Re d 
Army ROTC Cadet Corps. Also , I would 
like to extend congratul a tions t o the 
cadet s who completed the Basic and 
Advanced Camps and a special "Airborne !" 
to the seven other cadet s who went to 
jump school. 

This year should be the best eve r 
f or the Big Red Corps ; and i f t h i s 
summer ' s outstanding performance by 
the seniors is any indication, i t 
wi ll be. However , if y ou are not a 
senior , don ' t feel left out in t h e 
cold . This semes ter we have a great 
FTX planned and three e xciting .mini
labs. There will be something t o 
interest all of you . 

With my congratulations , I wo uld 
l ike to issu e a chall enge t o each 
and every cadet. We a r e known 
across the country as one o f the 
best ROTC schoo l s in the nation, and 
with over 400 cadets (1 60 f r e shmen 
alone) , we a r e growning rapidly . I 
challenge you all to make this year 
the best ever by acti vely pa rticipating 
in the program. We hav e e veryting 
from i n tramurals to tacti c s. Reme mbe r, 
it ' s our Co rps, let ' s make it t he best. 

Calvi n R. Mi nton 
CDT LTC , A BN 

Recondo Qualifi ed 

To receive t he Recondo Badge is to 
obtain i nte rmediate goal s at advance d 
camp . To be Recondo qualified you must 
first make above 350 on your physical 
training test . Then you mus t pass the 
advanced swimming exercise, that is 
slide for life, and 40 foot rope drop 
at Breakneck Lake. Another criter ia 
to meet is to rappel! o ff a 50 f oot 
tower . And last, but not least , you 
h ave to orienteer, running around to 
obtain an above average score . The 
Big Red ROTC Recondo Qualified are : 
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Assmann , J. 
Chenault, K. 
Heater, R. 
Huggins , N. 
Hussey , A . 
McKinne y , W. 
Minton, c . 
Ne lson , C. 

Nicholas , T. 
O' Ne a l, C. 
Pendl ey , D. 
Pe ndl e y , M. 
Raile y, s. 
Ra nsde ll, M. 
Stillman, K. 
Storey , G. 

AOT 

AOT stands for Army Ori entation 
Tr aining . AOT g ives you, the cadet , 
an opportunity t o visit an active 
Army unit and see what really goes 
on . I was f o r tunate enough to be 
statione d with C Troop, 1st Squadron, 
3rd Cavalry Regiment at Fort Bliss, 
Texas. Under my command were 44 men 
and 10 tracked vehicles including 
three M551 Sheridan Tanks , two Mll3 
TOW vehicles , one Mll3 Infantry 
track, one Mortar track , and three 
Mll4 scout v ehicle s . With a Sheri
dan va lued at ove r $370 ,000, you 
can see that I ha d some responsi
bility . Most AOT slots are set up 
so that the cade t has a Second 
Lieutenant to follow around. My unit 
was short of Second Lieut enants so I 
a c tually had my own Pla toon. I worked 
ha rd every day from about 0600 to 
1800. Th e work was interesting so 
I didn't mind working the long hours . 

I f you 're no t sure that the Army 
i s f o r y ou , try f or an AOT slot. It 
will s how you t h e challenge the Army 
provid e s . Not like camp, you will 
see a nd partic ipate in the life style 
o f an actual Army o f ficer. The pay 
for it isn ' t bad either. 

Michael Pe ndley 
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