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Herald awarded grant to fund ongoing lawsuit 
BY ANDREW HENDERSON 

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU 

The College Heights Herald has re­
ceived a $10,000 grant to help cover 
ongoing legal expenses in WKU's law­
suit against the newspaper. 
:-The Kentucky Press Association Le­
g-al Defense Fund agreed to allocate 

$10,000 immediately to help cover the 
Herald's legal expenses. The defense 
fund also agreed to support the Herald 
with the lawsuit in the future, should 
additional funds be needed, according 
to Tom Caudill, the chairman of the 
KPA Legal Defense Fund. 

For disclosure purposes, Caudill 
also serves as a member on the Student 
Publications Advisory Board. Candill·is 
also a former Herald editor. 

Caudill said the Herald was the only 
college newspaper to apply for funding 
and the committee voted unanimously 
to grant the money. 

"The committee felt strongly about 
this case and the fundamental values 
represented by the Herald," Caudill 
said. 

When contacted for comment, Bob 
Skipper, director of media relations, 
said the university cannot comment on 

MICHAEL BLACKSHIRE • HERALD 

Stuart Foster, a geography professor at WKU, stands next to a solar panel, which could soon be out of commission If Gov. Matt Bevin's proposed budget 
cuts are approved. •1 think there has been tons of public outcry that the Mesonet should not be cut,• Foster said. •1 think we'll get some of the funding 
back because originally they were going to cut all of the funding. All 750,000: 

CLIMATE CHASERS 
.Yroposed plan to cut Mesonet funding 

< 

BY EMILY DELETTER 

~ HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU 
.. . . 
* The Kentucky Mesonet at WKU is 
just one of the programs under threat 
if Gov. Matt Bevin's recently proposed 
two-year state budget passes. 

•His proposal could result in a cut 
to higher education spending by 6.25 
percent, as well as the loss of funding 
to over 70 programs statewide. 

Such a cut in funding to the Mesonet 
would result in a loss of over $750,000 
a year, which amounts to three-fourths 
of their budget. 

The Mesonet, a statewide automated 
weather and climate monitoring infra­
structure. began in 2006 with the in­
stallment of a federal earmark from the 
National Weather Service. They were 
largely funded through one-time funds 
at WKU, with some funding through 
the applied research and technology 
program. 

All offices for the Mesonet are located 
on WKU's campus in the Environmen­
tal Sciences and Technology Building. 
They still receive a small amount of 
funding from WKU to employ student 
workers, but their core operational 
funding comes from the state. 

They began to receive state funding 
as a result of the last biennial budget, 
which the Director of Kentucky Me­
sonet Stuart Foster said was the "big 

SEE MESONET • PAGE A2 

pending litigation. 
In January 2017, Attorney General 

Andy Beshear ruled WKU violated the 
Kentucky Open Records Act by deny­
ing requests from the College Heights 
Herald and the Kentucky Kernel, the 
student newspaper at the University of 
Kentucky. 

The information requested was "all 

SEE GRANT • PAGE A3 

Enrollment 
in language 
classes drops 
this semester 

BY EMILY DELETTER 

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU 

This marks the first semester since 
a resolution was passed changing 
the foreign language requirement at 
WKU. This resolution, passed in De­
cember allowed students to count two 
years of study of a foreign language 
in high school as their modern lan­
guage requirement. 

Effective through June 2018, this 
resolution hopes to clear the backlog 
of around 7,000 students who have 
not fulfilled their modern language 
requirement at WKU. 

The 2018 spring semester has seen 
changes to the numbers in enrollment 
in 101 and 102 courses in modern 
languages. WKU offers elementary 
courses in Spanish, Arabic, French, 
German, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, 
Russian, Latin and Greek. 

Department Head of Foreign Lan­
guages and German professor Lau­
ra McGee said the biggest changes 
in enrollments came from French, 
German and Spanish-languages 
she said most students took in high 
school. 

McGee estimated that the drop in 
introductory Spanish courses was 
around 60 percent from last year. 

"Quite a few [professors] said they 
had a really good group of students 
with those students who chose to 
stay," McGee said. "They genuinely 
want to learn the language and that's 
contributing to a more energetic 
learning environment." 

Most courses are smaller, which 
she said is better for learning, as 
there is more "professor-to-student 
interaction." ' 

McGee said the department has 
been asked to come up with a re­
quirement that can accommodate 
their staffing. 

"If we continue our language re-

SEE LANGUAGE • PAGE A2 

_Student course evaluations have minor impact 
BY OLIVIA EILER 

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU 

Student Input to Teaching Effective­
ness evaluations, the surveys where 

• -students are asked to evaluate their 
p;ofessors, have demonstrated a de­
dine in quality and impact within the 
past several years. 
. WKU switched from printed to on­
line evaluations in fall 2012. This tran­
sition had a negative impact on student 
response rate, Robert Hale, English de­
partment head, said. 

"We used to do it at the end of these­
mester," Hale said. "Everybody would 
take 30 minutes out of their class at 
the end, and everybody would fill them 
out at the same time. So you would 
get much more diverse, and probably 
more accurate, responses. It's hard 
to find patterns when there's only six 
people filling it out in a class of 27." 

Hale also believes the time students 
fill out SITE evaluations plays an im­
portant role. 

"There's a window of about four 
weeks where you can fill these evalu­
ations out," Hale said. "It is such an 

emotional kind of response sometimes 
to these things. For example, in my 
class, a lot of times, my students aren't 
real happy with me in the middle of the 
semester because I've been pushing 
them. But, then by the end, because of 
all that pushing, their work has gotten 
better and they can see it." 

In terms of accuracy, Hale believes 
some evaluation measures are more 
reliable than others. 

"It measures a few things pretty 
well," Hale said. "It's good if some­
body is not returning work in a rea­
sonable amount time or if people are 

cancelling class too much. Those kind 
of things are pretty helpful." 

Hale said he believes SITE evalua­
tions fail to measure teaching quality. 
He said this issue stems from the lower 
response rate. 

"It's kind of a bifurcated response," 
Hale said. "Usually the students that 
fill them out either had a great expe­
rience with the professor or a not so 
great experience with the professor. 
You can learn some things from stu­
dent reactions, but usually students 

SEE EVALUATIONS• PAGE A2 
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EVALUATIONS 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

don't offer suggestions. It's just sort of 
'they like you or they don't.'" 

Mathematics Department Head 
Bruce Kessler said he thinks SITE 
evaluations are an accurate measure 
of student perception. 

"Responses can lead us to a conver­
sation, which is a good thing," he said. 

Kessler said he reviews all depart­
ment evaluations in the fall, when the 
university conducts annual faculty re­
views. He gives greater consideration 
to short answer responses than numer­
ical scale questions. 

•1 don't ignore the numbers, but I 
learn so much more from the com­
ments," Kessler said. 

SITE evaluations are just one factor 
in the math department faculty evalua­
tions. Kessler said he observes a class 
for each faculty member in the spring 
semester. 

"I pay just as much attention to the 
students as I do to the faculty mem­
ber," Kessler said. "Faculty can pre­
pare their best lesson when they know 
I'm coming, but if students are asking 
questions and engaged, that's some­
thing they learn to do over time." 

The English department also uses 
multiple measures of success, includ­
ing self-assessments, grade distribu­
tions and a mentoring program. 

"Until faculty are tenured, they have 
a colleague that is their primary men-

MESONET 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

push" they needed. 
"State funding helped unlock the 

value of the network," Foster said. "It 
allowed us to be much more aggres­
sive in further developing services for 
people in communities all across the 
commonwealth." 

There are currently 69 automated 
weather stations in 67 counties spread 
across Kentucky. These weather sta­
tions collect detailed weather obser­
vations every five minutes through­
out the day. Once the data is retrieved 
and processed, it goes to the National 
Weather Service office in Kentucky 
and is put on the Mesonetwebsite. 

They also provide information used 
in agriculture, transportation, class­
rooms, the energy sector, newspapers 
and media. It additionally comple­
ments the meteorology program at 
WKU. 

"[Mesonet] provides a source of high 
quality information and data that can 
help our farmers make better deci­
sions and thus be more competitive 
within their industry," Foster said. 

LANGUAGE 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

quirement like we had in the past, 
we want more students to test out if 
they can, because the majority of stu­
dents who come to WKU have had the 
pre-college curriculum," McGee said. 

Jeffersonville, Indiana, junior Jessi­
ca McCormick said her high school ex­
perience studying French only further 
encouraged her to pursue the language 
at WKU. She said her knowledge of the 
language grew exponentially once she 
began taking courses at WKU. 

"Some people don't understand the 
importance of a foreign language," 
McCormick said. "I think it makes 
students more well-rounded, well-cul­
tured, and they can come out of college 
with a better set of skills." 

For the introductory Spanish cours-

SITE evaluations, or Student Input to Teaching Effectiveness evaluations: ~ave been perceived a::~ 
effective way of reflecting on a professors performance and over~II opm1on of the class. Howe ' 
recent reports have shown that these are only part of the whole picture. 

tor who they visit with regularly," Hale 
said. "We rotate in what we call second­
ary mentors, who do classroom obser­
vations and write up reviews. We've 
been doing that for about four years." 

Hale said the mentoring program is 
more effective in improving teaching 
outcomes than SITE evaluations. 

"That's been more helpful if the goal 
of these things is to help somebody get 
better and not just to rate somebody," 
Hale said. "That's been a more effec-

It is connected to a larger network of 
climate centers located all across the 
country and is part of the National As­
sociation of State Climatologists. 

John Gordon, director of the Nation­
al Weather Service in Louisville, said a 
cut in funding to the Mesonetwould be 
"very detrimental." 

"We use the data every day, espe­
cially when there is hazardous weather 
such as snowstorms and tornadoes," 
Gordon said. "Often the Mesonet data 
is the reason we issue or don't issue a 
warning." 

tive process." 
Ogden College Dean Cher~l Ste­

vens said she uses SITE evaluations to 
identify and address specific teaching 
weaknesses. 

"I meet regularly with department 
heads and chairs. and at these meet­
ings they often share specific faculty 
issues," Stevens said. "When we learn 
about faculty that need mentoring or 
support, we either help them at the 
departmental level or recommend that 
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Prior to using the Mesonet data, the 
National Weather Service had under 
20 observations to gather data. Obser­
vations are pieces of automated equip­
ment mainly found at airports that pro­
vide temperature, pressure and wind 
speed measurements. 

Gordon said data from the Me­
sonet supplements these observa­
tions. It also allows for "very precise, 
high-quality observations." 

Stuart Foster walks by a mesonet station, which is in jeopardy of being shut down due to Gov. Matt~ 
Bevin's proposed budget cuts, on Saturday, Jan. 27. •Governor Bevin proposed to cut all of our f~nd•,, 
Ing, which mainly goes to our staff and operations,• Foster said. "We would have to cut our eight 
people staff which would then shut down the Mesonet• 

The Mesonet is also looking to up­
grade the technology they use to pro­
vide even more accurate data, by add­
ing we beams and sending information 
about pressure readings. 

es 101 and 102, there are a total num­
ber of 374 seats available, according 
to class options on TopNet. As of Jan. 
28, only 159 of the total 37 4 seats were 
filled. 

Numbers were similar for other lan-

"The weather service's m1ss10n 
is the protection of life and proper­
ty," Gordon said. "The Mesonet helps 
with that each and every day. Losing it 
would be detrimental." 

dependently. She said she feels very 
disappointed about the requirement 
change from a personal perspective 
and felt as though there are other solu­
tions to resolve the problem. 

"It's vital to know a language beyond 

"It's vital to know a language beyond a high 
school requirement." 

Student Government Association president 
ANDI DAHMER 

guages such as French andArabic. Out 
of the 168 total seats for introductory 
French, only 75 were filled. Arabic had 
127 ope~ seats with 44 filled. 

Student Government Association 
President Andi Dahmer has a major in 
Spanish and is studying Chinese in-

a high school requirement," Dahmer 
said. "Especially if you're considering 
beyond post-secondary education, it's 
an important thing to have on your 
transcript." 

The resolution is in place until June 
2018, and Dahmer said while she "can't 

,. 

'I 

News reporter Emily DeLetter can be 
reached at 270-745-6011 and emily., 
deletter304@topper.wku.edu. Follow 
her on Twitter at @EmilyDeLetter. 

.' ) 

speculate" the effects that a drop in, 
enrollment could have for classes this 
year, she hopes the numbers will come. 
back. · 

Dahmer said she has heard oth­
er students are disappointed in the 
change, especially those who hav'e' 
studied abroad and · understand th~' 
value of knowing multiple languages'..:· 

"It's a stark comparison compar­
ing language curriculum in the Unit• 
ed States to other countries abroad.j:, 
Dahmer said. "A lot of students here, 
don't attain language proficiency in 
a language other than English here;• 
while many in other countries earl' 
speak up to three with some proficierl·' 
cy." ,, 

' II 
r 

News Emily DeLetter can be reached al 
270-745-6011 and emily.deletter304~. 
topper.wku.edu. Follow her on Twitter. 
at @emilydeletter. · · 
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WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 

EDITORIAL 

• THE WRONG SIDE 
OF HISTORY 
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ILLUSTRATION BY EMILY VOGLER • HERALD 

REDACTING RESPONSIBILITY 
One victim is far too many 

BY HERALD EDITORIAL BOARD 

HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU 

ISSUE: Michigan State University, an in­
stitution with exceptional tradition both 
in academia and athletics, has made 
headlines recently for extreme malprac­
tice in the face of sexual assault crimes. 
Larry Nassar, former doctor for MSU 
and USA Gymnastics, was sentenced 
up to 175 years in prison after over 150 
women came forward with their testimo­
nies about how they were abused and as­
saulted by Nassar while under his care. 

OUR STANCE: If a university with as 
many resources as MSU can be brought 
to its knees by tl1e testimonies of the 
brave survivors of sexual assault, it's 
only a matter oftime before WKU, an in­
stitution currently suing its own student 
newspaper to cover up sexual assault on 
campus under the guise of student pri­
vacy, will have to face some form of con­
sequences. Whether it's Michigan State 
covt!ring up the actions of Larry Nassar 
or WKU covering up Title IX records, the 
truth will eventually come to light with 
or without the cooperation of the admin-
isttation. · 

The idea of comparing the scope of 
what Michigan State was covering up 
i~ _Larry Nassar's despicable actions to 
what WKU is doing in refusing access to 
Title IX records is a foolish one. 

It is equally foolish when the topic is 
sexual assault to argue numbers over 
actions. While over 150 women will 
h<f.pefully not come forward to testify 
against WKU faculty as was the case with 
Nassar, the actions committed by both 
institutions are eerily similar. 

An investigation conducted by Out­
side the Lines, a division of ESPN, found 
in addition to the crimes committed by 
Nassar, " ... a pattern of widespread de­
nial, inaction and information suppres-

CONTACT US 

0 

Advertising: 270.7452653 
Editor: 270.745.5044 
Opinion: 270.745.4874 
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herald.advertising@wku.edu 
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sion of [sexual assault] allegations by 
[Michigan State] officials ranging from 
campus police to the [university) athletic 
department.• 

The report goes on to read that "over 
the past three years, [Michigan State] 
has three times fought in court - unsuc­
cessfully - to withhold names of athletes 
in campus police records.· 

WKU, a university that still refuses to 
discuss or disclose any matters pertain­
ing to Title IX or faculty and staff sexual 
misconduct, is essentially perpetuating 
this toxic culture of denial and informa­
tion suppression. 

If you haven't heard, WKU is current­
ly suing us, the College Heights Herald, 
after records requests were made for 
"all investigative records for all Title IX 
investigations into sexual misconduct 
allegations levied against university 
employees in the past five years.• This 
means that, unless the court rules in 
favor of the Herald, the administration 
retains the power to withhold documents 
that might incriminate current faculty or 
staff members or allow previous faculty 
or staff members that engaged in sexual 
misconduct while at WKU to continue to 
prey on students at other universities. 

So why would the administration at 
this university allow the safety of their 
students to be put at such risk? If you 
ask them on the record, they would not 
hesitate to make the self-righteous claim 
that they are protecting the identities of 
victims of sexual assault. 

While this does paint the university 
in a positive light at first glance, it com­
pletely ignores the fact that the names of 
victims, as well as any other identifying 
information, are already redacted from 
Title IX Records. In addition to request­
ing these records from WKU, we also 
requested them from other public uni­
versities in the state. The records we re­
ceived from them were redacted so that 
victim privacy and justice could coexist. 
Only WKU and Kentucky State Universi­
ty have refused to release these records. 

DISCLOSURES 

REPORT AN ERROR 
With Editor's contact information 

After the creation of the Family Edu­
cational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
in 1974, universities have intentionally 
misinterpreted the law to cover up infor­
mation, the prevalence of sexual assault 
for instance, that could potentially make 
universities look bad. 

Universities like MSU can continue to 
allow employees like Nassar to continue 
to commit their heinous acts while pre­
teriding to take the high road ofprotect­
ingvictim privacy. 

If victims are able to retain their pri­
vacy and allow justice to be served to 
sexual offenders, what does WKU have 
to gain by maintaining their lawsuit 
against the Herald?-

Nothing. 
The only gains to be made by WKU's 

legal course of action is to maintain 
their po~er over information that could 
paint the university in a negative light. 
The gains seem to be minimal, but for 
the university being able to have power 
over this information and keep it in the 
dark evidently seems to be paramount. 

How else could you explain that while 
the university faces a $40 million defi­
cit they continue to drag their feet in the 
courts and rack up legal fees? 

Need further evidence to dismantle 
the administration's argument? The 
Houston Chronicle, a newspaper which, 
in 2017, requested Title IX records from 
some of the largest universities in Texas 
in 2016, was able to protect the identities 
of victims and serve justice to the offend­
ing faculty members. 

While the university, specifically Pres­
ident Timothy Caboni, continues to con­
flate privacy with safety, it is important 
to keep in mind that privacy and safety 
are two separate issues. 

When asked about the university's ob­
ligation to student safety in a meeting 
with the Herald editorial board mem­
bers earlier this semester, Caboni em­
phasized the idea that the university was 
"not going to release information that 
could jeopardize the privacy of our stu-

OUR TEAM 

dents in the most painful experiences of 
their lives." 

Caboni continued to conflate privacy 
with safety when he emphatically stat­
ed: "We will fight tooth and nail to pro­
tect student privacy, particularly when 
it comes to the issues of sexual assault. 
I will not have a student's name even 
possibly made public around one of the 
most damaging and painful experiences 
of that student's life." 

To WKU, protecting student priva­
cy means holding all the power in their 
hands as they continue to protect the 
identities of those who have violated the 
university's sexual misconduct policy. 

Privacy translates to maintaining good 
public image, not keeping students safe. 

It has been proven that privacy and 
safety can both be accomplished in cas­
es of sexual assault. It's clear that the 
administration is going to continue to 
resort to legal means in this particular 
case. 

Despite our many battles and differing 
perspectives as to how this issue should 
be handled, there is one thing the Herald 
and the administration can a~e on: 

One case of sexual assault is far too 
many. 

One case equates to not only a single 
life being drastically altered forever, but 
entire families and future generations 
can be subject to the ripple effect of sex­
ual assault. 

The real, harrowing story in the midst 
of these legal battles is that sexual ha.--.. 
rassment and assault are still an issue;• 
not just on college campuses, but in 
workplaces, homes and other environ• 
ments where one should not have to beg' 
for safety. 

In the compelling words of Olivia" 
Cowan, one of the survivors of Nassar's 
sexual abuse, "If they would have taken 
action when it was first reported, they 
would have saved me.• 

It's time for WKU to take action in or­
der to protect their students. 
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Board of Regents approve graduate certificate 
,t 

BY EMMA COLLINS 
'f. 
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU 

·' 
t I 

· • The Board of Regents unanimously 
approved a proposal to create a new 
graduate certificate program in sci­
entific data analytics at its meeting on 
Jan. 26. 

' The certificate will provide graduate 
students with the opportunity to learn 
tww to use large datasets to advance 
engineering and science, according to 
t?.e proposal. The certificate provides a 
~athway for students who are interest­
~ in big data analysis, and ~ill teach 
them how to do that analysis, Lance 
~ahn, associate professor of psycho­
logical sciences, said. 
' "Basically, technology has been 

g~iving the world toward more data, 
ahdwe're seeing the need to be able to 
handle data sets that are large across 
tl~e sciences, and students are already 
d?ing this in their class and in some 
6f their course work, and we just want 
$. sort of be able to acknowledge that," 
~aid Hahn. 

1
The certificate requires 12 hours. 

·s ix of those hours must come from two 
graduate level courses: data science, 
a ,course in the computer science de­
~~rtment and statistical methods or a 
similar graduate level statistics course, 
according to the proposal. Students 
can select the other six hours from a 
list of approved courses. These class-

es include courses in agriculture, bi­
ology, computer science, geoscience, 
physics and statistics. 

The Board also approved the audit 
report for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 2017, and the audit reports for 
WK.YU-TV and WKYU-FM Radio. Re­
gents also approved a revision to the 
2017-2018 operating budget. The revi­
sion included the addition of $781,500 
to the budget. Over $550,000 will be 
used for facilities improvements for 
the WKU Police Department, bus re­
furbishing and the replacement of ser­
vice vehicles. The remaining money 
will be used either for scholarships for 
students enrolled in certain certificate 
programs or returned to various de­
partments. 

Board of Regents chair, Phillip Bale, 
praised President Timothy Caboni's 
efforts to reduce WKU's budget defi­
cit. WKU is facing a budget deficit of 
around $15 million. Gov. Matt Bevin 
has also proposed a 6.25 percent bud­
get cut for all state agencies, including 
postsecondary education. This would 
cost WKU an additional $4.6 million. 
As the Herald has previously report­
ed, the combined deficit WKU faces 
amounts to $40 million. 

"I want to commend President Ca­
boni on his ongoing efforts of address­
ing rather sobering statistics," Bale 
said. "I want to put a plug in for the 
budget council which has been reac­
tivated and has been hard at work in 
tandem with the strategic planning 
process that we hope will help us ad-

SILAS WALKER • HERALD 

Chairman of the WKU Board of Regents Philip Bale calls for a vote on one of the many actions that 
were put forward during their meeting on Friday, Jan. 26. in Jody Richards Hall. The meeting covered 
topics ranging from the 2018 budget and student enrollment to a salary increase for head basketball 
coach Rick Stansbury. 

dress some of these very, very sobering 
numbers that we've all seen." 

The Board also approved a raise 
for Rick Stansbury, the men's bas­
ketball coach. His annual base salary 
was $500,000 and will be increased to 
$650,000. The $150,000 raise is fund­
ed by the Hilltopper Athletic Founda­
tion and comes from private funds, 
according to the addendum to the 
proposal. None of the $150,000 came 

from the state or athletic budgets. 
Claus Ernst, a mathematics profes­

sor, was also sworn in as the new facµ~­
ty regent during the meeting. · · 

The next meeting will be Feb. 23. 

News reporter Emma Collins can f?e 
reached at 270-745-6011 and emma. 
collins399@topper. wku. edu. Fol­
low Emma on Twitter at @_mccain_ 
emma_. 

<} e.Jn accepts position at University of North Texas 

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU 

WKU's Dean of the College of Health 
d Human Services has accepted a 
sition as the Dean of the College of 
alth and Public Service at the Uni-

\,irsity of North Texas, according to a 
i&~s release from UNT. 
'f;N·eale Chumbler will replace UNT's 
interim dean, who has served in the 
position since September 2017. Chum­
b{er has served as the dean of the Col­
lege of Health and Human Services 
since March 2015, according to his 
webpage on WKU's website. He re­
ceived his graduate degree from WKU. 

Chumbler posted the announcement 
on Twitter Jan. 22, a few days after 
UNT published the press release. In 
tqe tweet, Chumbler said he was "elat­
ed to join UNT, partnering with many 
to move HPS to higher levels and be 
part of the Mean Green Nation!!!" 

.Chumbler did not respond to the 
College Heights Herald's request for 
ari interview. 

GRANT 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

r, 
ipvestigative records for all Title IX 
ipvestigations into sexual misconduct 
allegations levied against university 
employees in the past five years." 
' 'WKU denied both requests, citing the 

· Kentucky Revised Statutes exceptions to 
the Open RecordsActwhich allow a pub­
lic agency to withhold certain records. 
From 2013 to 2016, when the request 
was first made, WKU conducted 20 Ti­
t!~ IX investigations over the past five 
y~ars, nine of which were faculty and 11 
staff members. Six of the 20 investiga­
tions resulted in a finding of violation of 
WKU's sexual misconduct policy. 
:,;WKU, per university policy, defines 

sexual misconduct/assault as "actual or 
a'ttempted sexual contact with another 

This move comes less than four 
months after President Timothy Ca­
boni sent an email to faculty and staff 
informing them that only vacant posi­
tions that are critical to the university 
will be filled. The extra 
scrutiny is an effort 
to combat the deficit 
WKU currently faces. 
Most recently, admin­
istrators have estimat­
ed that the deficit could 
rise to $40 million if 
proposed state budget 
passes. Ann 

A Personnel Actions Meade 
Approval Committee 
was created to review Senior vice 
all requests to fill va- president for 
cant positions, accord- finace and 
ing to Caboni. Only the administration 
positions that "meet 
critical needs, meet 
strict standards for strategic needs, 
result in cost savings or efficiencies or 
are deemed to fulfill essential services 
will be approved to proceed," accord­
ing to the email. 

Ann Mead, senior vice president for 

person without that person's consent." 
This includes, but isn't limited to inten­
tional and unwelcome touching, sexu­
al contact when the victim isn't able to 
consent and rape. 

Both request denials were appealed 
in November 2016 WKU maintained 
each of the six employees in question 
resigned or retired from their respec­
tive positions prior to any final action by 
WKU. 

WKU argued releasing the records 
would violate the personal privacy of 
students involved. The attorney gener­
al's office requested copies of the re­
cords involved from WKU, which WKU 
denied. 

The attorney general then requested 
redacted copies of the records withheld, 
"but only to protect the names and per­
sonal identifiers of students." 

WKU responded that "merely redact-

finance and administration, said in 
an email that an empty dean position 
would be considered critical. She said 
she had not heard anything about a 
search for a new dean. 

Neale 
Chumbler 

The changes also 
impacted temporary 
rate. increases, reclas­
sifications and salary 
adjustments and sti­
pends, which were all 
put on hold. Searches 
that were underway 
when the the new stan­
dards were implement­
ed have been allowed 
to continue. 

Former dean 
of College of 
Health and 

WKU is currently 
looking to fill two va­
cant positions: provost 

Human Services and vice president for 
academic affairs and 
dean of the College of 

Education and Behavioral Sciences. 
There are currently over 200 vacant 
positions at WKU, according to the 
employment page. Personnel costs 
make up about 43 percent of WKU's 
$413.7 million budget. 

ing student names and personal identi­
fiers of students would not be sufficient 
to protect the identity of student report­
ing parties or witnesses who should be 
afforded privacy under both federal and 
state law." 

WKU sued the College Heights Her­
ald in late February to appeal the ruling 
from the Kentucky attorney general. 
The Kernel was also named as a defen­
dant in the case. 

"It's absurd the universities are suing 
their student papers to keep this infor­
mation from the public," Caudill said. 

Caudill said by refusing to release the 
information, WKU is protecting sexual 
predators and the university adminis­
tration "is on the wrong side of history." 

A status conference was held in early 
November 2017. Attorneys for the Her­
ald and WKU agreed to get together to 
come up with a schedule for a period of 

WEARE NOW 

Additionally, the search for the di­
rector of the School of Journalism and 
Broadcasting has been "paused" after 
two searches resulted in no hires for 
the position, according to Larry Sny­
der, dean of Potter College of Arts and 

' Letters. 
Chumbler is scheduled to start at 

UNT July 1, according to the press re­
lease. 

"I'm excited Dean Chumbler is join­
ing UNT and know that we will accom­
plish great work under his leadership," 
UNT Provost Jennifer Cowley said 
in the press release. "Our College of 
Health and Public Service recently was 
re-envisioned to better serve our stu­
dents and better align with the import­
ant needs of health and public service 
professions that serve our communi­
ties." 

News reporter Emma Collins can be 
reached at 270-745-6011 and emma. 
collins399@topper.wku.edu. Fol­
low Emma on Twitter at @_mccain_ 
emma_. 

discovery to move the case forward. 
Warren County Circuit Court Judge 

Steve Wilson said, at the conference, he 
would allow the case to move into a peri­
od of limited discovery, and the lawyers 
will confer with one another to come up 
with a schedule to move the case for­
ward. 

The Herald has also received a $5,000 
grant in 2017 by the Society of Profes­
sional Journalists Legal Defense Fund, 
and approximately $7,000 donated by 
Herald and Talisman alumni through 
the College Heights Herald Fund estab: 
lished by the national Student Press Law 
Center. 

Herald editor-in-chief Andrew Hender~­
son can be reached at 270-745-50M, 
and andrew.henderson@wku.edu. 

HIRING 
TEAM MEMBERS FOR OUR 

MARKETING STAFF 

APPLY ONLINE 
WKUHERALD.COM 

OR EMAIL 
WILLIAM.HOAGL!AND@WKU.EDU 
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The Great Escap R 
BUY - SELL- T . e ecords & Comics. 

Dvds, Toys, CDs, c~~c:;;nes, Records, Comics! Also, 
(near Greenwood Mall) (270)

78
tore. 2945 Scottsville Rd 
-8092. Open 7 days since 

1987. 

ROOi\tMATE WANTED 

Roommate Wanted All . pool I b d . expenses paid. Internet, swimming 
' arge e room ':ith kitchen, washer/dryer. Price very 

negotiable. 270-904-3857. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Acce~ti_ng application for private room(s) with bath: House 

pnvileges, cable, wifi. One mile from WKU. Call 
270-904-0393 or email arfranpe@msn.com 

Movie Roles that Almost Happened 
02018 PuzzleJunction.com 

1. Who was the first choice for the Sundance Kid? 
(a) Steve McQueen (b) Tom Selleck (c) Christopher Reeve 

2. In The Titanic, who was considered to play Jack Dawson? 
(a) Matt Damon (b) Shia LaBeouf (c) Matthew McConaughey 

3. Who was originally cast as the cyborg killer in The Terminator? 
(a) Lea Majors (b) Lance Henriksen (c) Roy Scheider 

4. Besides Dustin Hoffman, who was also considered for the role 
of Benjamin Braddock In The Graduate? 
(a) Charles Grodin (b) John Voight (c) Ron Howard 

5. Who was originally cast as Dr Tyrone Berger played by Judd 
Hirsch in Ordinary People? 
(a) James Gamer (b) Gene Hackman (c) Charlton Heston 

6. Who was considered for the police chief Martin Brody in Jaws? 
(a) James Caan (b) Gary Busey (c) Robert Duvall 

7. Who turned down the role of Trapper John in M*A *S*H? 
(a) Burt Reynolds (b) Nick Nolte (c) Richard Dreyfuss 

8. Who was considered for the role of Princess Leia in Star Wars? 
(a) Julia Roberts (b) Molly Ringwald (c) Jodie Foster 

9. Who was originally offered the role of gunnery sgt Emil Foley 
In An Officer and a Gentleman? 
(a) John Travolta (b) Scott Glen (c) Tom Berensen 

10. Who was offered the role of Oliver in Love Story but tu med it 
down? 
(a) Michael Douglas (b) Jeff Bridges (c) Warren Beatty 

Solution 

l.a 6.c 
2.c 7 .a 
3.b 8.c 
4.a 9.b 
5.b 10.a 

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, each row, column and 
box must contain the numbers 1 to 9. 

) 
6 9 3 

1 

9 3 4 

3 8 2 9 

6 8 

7 2 9 6 
( : \ 

1 3 l 

( 8 2 6 

~ 2 5 
1 

Copyright ©2018 PuzzleJunct,on.com 

FUN AS 

&rm 

1 Grate 
S Marble material 

10 Some bent pipes 
14 Comics canine 
15 Continental 

money 
16 Pout 
17 Worsted fabric 
18 Storms 
19 Event attended by ~..,&..-1.--..,&..-

Cinderella 
20 Buddy 
22 Chewing out 
24 Former Yugoslav 

leader 
2S A deadly sin 
26 Aim 
29 Glance 
33 Madcap comedy 
34 Two tablets, 

maybe 
3S Shogun's capital 
36 Wishes undone 
37 Easily tamed bird 
38 Multitude 
39 Indivisible 
40 Hoodwink 
41 Feather in one's 

cap 
42 Reuben 
4S Deck figure 
46 Give an edge to 
47 "Excuse me ... " 
48 Tom, Dick or 

Harry 
S1 Tabloid topic 
54 Watch face 
S5 Happen again 
57 Condo, e.g. 
S9 Part of a plot 

Copyright ©2018 PuzzleJunctlon.com 

60 Provide an address 9 Gist 
61 Not a lick 10 Animal organism 
62 Cincinnati team 11 Goldbrick 
63 Fills up 12 Whopper 
64 Leg's midpoint 13 Auction off 

llmm 

1 Donnybrook 
2 Resting on 
3 Greek promenade 
4 "It's as usual" 
S Make bubbly 
6 Organic fertilizer 
7 Jason's ship 
8 Stocking part 

21 Filly's father 
23 Mapabbr. 
2S Succeed 
26 Old hairdos 
27 Hot spot 
28 Spruce up 
29 Pizazz 
30 Soft palate 
31 Swelling 
32 Second growth of 

grass in a season 

34 It may be wild 
38 Basketball shot 
40 Money, in slang 
41 Hammer part 
43 Fierce wild dogs 
44 Took the gold 
45 Stock units 
47 Sharp as a tack 
48 Purim's month 
49 Riviera city 
SO Sail support 
S1 Skedaddle 
S2 Bartlett's abbr. 
53 Field of work 
S6 Baseball stat 
S8 Kind of time 

PREVIOUS SOLUTION 

r.rr~ 

To solve the Sudoku puzzle, each row, column and 
box must contain the numbers 1 to 9. 

7 6 9 

6 3 4 

4 5 

1 9 
3 5 7 

7 6 1· 
·a 3 6 

I , 

5 8- "! 

2 
Copyright ©2018 PuzzleJunction.com 

LOOKING FOR SALES EXPERIENCE? 
WANT TO GAIN RELEVANT SKILLS 

FOR THE WORKPLACE? 

JOIN THE WKU HERALD 
ADVERTISING TEAMI 

APPLY ONLINE AT 
WKUHERALO.COM OR EMAIL 
WILLIAM.HOAGLAND@WKU.EOU 

9 
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TYGER WILLIAMS • HERALD 

Stephen Logsdon, 33, attends the Vette City Con for the second year and plans to keep coming to them as long as they keep having them. Logsdon dressed up as Harley Quinn and made almost every• 
thing from the bat to the hammer by hand. 

IN CHARACTER 
Second annual Comic Con hosted in Bowling Green 

BY TYGER WILLIAMS 

HERALD.PHOTO@WKU.EDU 

The National Corvette Museum hosted 
the second year of the Vette City Con 
over the weekend. The event featured 

many vendors, artists and celebrities set up 
inside the museum. Booths consisted ofven-

dors selling collectible toys, props, artwork, 
clothing, photos and comics. Like other com­
ic conventions, people from surrounding ar­
eas came dressed up as their favorite comic 
hero or villain, anime characters, game char­
acters and other fictional characters. Those 
who dressed up, from children to adults, 
showed off their costumes and entered the 
costume contest. 

TYGER WILLIAMS• HERALD SHABAN ATHUMAN • HERALD 
SHABAN ATHUMAN • HERALt;• Bob Buehl, 58, of Smiths Grove, is attending his second Vette City Christopher Trowbridge, 10, of Clarksville, Tenn., dressed up as 

Con with his granddaughter. Buehl dressed up as Colonel Sanders Darth Vader for the annual Vette City Comic Con Saturday. Trow­
from KFC. •1 pretty much look like him," Buehl said. "We try to go to bridge accompanied her father who was dressed up at as a storm­
any convention we can. I enjoy the creativity of others costumes: tooper. 

I 

Sophia Baxter, 7, of Owensboro takes h I k · 
K . , on er oo as Freddy 

rueger at t~e Vette City Con 2018. and Baxter atte d d th 
for the first time on Saturday. n e e everit 
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Former 
Hilltoppers 
participate 
in Senior 
Bowl 
BY ALEC JESSIE 

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU 

81 

In a premier offseason showcase, 
two former WKU football players 
showcased their talents in the Senior 
Bowl last weekend. 

SILAS WALKER • HERALD 

W.KU head coach Rick Stansbury gives instructions to his team during a game vs. MTSU on Saturday, Jan. 20. in E.A. Diddle Arena. Stansbury's annual 
salary was increased by $150,000 which was funded by the Hilltopper Athletic Foundation. 

Quarterback Mike White and tight 
end Deon Yelder represented the 
Hilltoppers Saturday afternoon for 
Team South. 

Playing in just the opening quarter, 
White racked up 128 passing yards on 
eight completions and a touchdown. 
Yelder caught his only target of the 
game for a one-yard score. 

CASHING IN 
White, in particular, impressed 

draft scouts and analysts during the 
week of practice and in the game 
itself. 

NFL Network color commentator 
Mike Mayock loved White's only 
quarter of action, saying, "I think, by 
far, he's been the roost impressive 
skill player in this game so far." Stansbury 

B¥ TYLER EATON 

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU 

After- fewer than two seasons at the 
helm of the WKU men's basketball 
team, head coach Rick Stansbury had 
a $150,000 raise approved by the WKU 
Board of Regents Executive Committee 
t~·a meeting Friday, Jan. 26. 

A Battletown, Kentucky native, 
Stansbury has led the team to a 30-23 
record thus far, with the team off to 
a 15-6 start this year, including a 7-1 
record in conference play. In the season 
prior to Stansbury's hiring, WKU went 
18-16 (8-10 Conference USA). 
~ "When we hired [Stansbury] in 
March of 2016, it was an incredibly 
challenging time for our program," 
atn,letic director Todd Stewart said to 
ttie Board of Regents last Friday. "From • t . roster standpoint, we literally had 
seven players, only five were healthy, 
•♦ WY three played the season before and 
~e~had zero scholarship guards. That's t . 
wnere our roster was. Probably one of 
f$1l" most challenging, if not the most 
~llenging, roster situation in the 
M{intry." • • ••~tansbury signed his contract to 
be WKU's head coach through 2020 
tli1~·March 2016. The contract had a ..... 
►•♦ 
►••(' 
~·:f' ~• .. · 
t❖: ""• 

Receives $150,000 raise 
base salary of $500,000. His contract 
includes five percent bonuses for 
winning the C-USA regular season 
championship, winning the C-USA 
Tournament or making the NCAA 
Tournament. 

The contract also includes a five 
percent bonus if the team has an 
academic progress rate of +940, and 
five percent again at +970. 

"The year before we hired Rick our 
APR was an 880, so that's not good, 
to put it mildly," Stewart said. "Last 
year, the first full season under Rick 
Stansbury, it improved to 979." 

With Stansbury's new base salary, 
each of these bonuses would come out 
to be $32,500. 

"I'd like to thank the Board, President 
Caboni and Director of Athletics Todd 
Stewart for their commitment to me and 
our basketball program," Stansbury 
said in a press release from the school. 
"The timing is not ideal, but this is a 
way for me to show commitment back 
to the university. My total focus is on 
this basketball team and putting them 
in the best position possible to compete 
for a championship." 

Stansbury was previously a head 
coach at Mississippi State, where he led 
the Bulldogs to six NCAA Tournament 
appearances in 14 years and two SEC 
Championships . 

Following the 2011-2012 season, 
Stansbury retired from Mississippi 
State. He is ninth all-time in the SEC 
in wins, and first in all-time wins at 
Mississippi State. In 2014, he returned 
to coaching as an assistant for Texas 
A&M. 

Stansbury was making more as the 
as1,ociate head coach at A&M than 
he was as the head coach of WKU 
before receiving this salary bump, 
according to Craig Browning, member 
of the Hilltopper Athletic Foundation 
executive board. This raise moves 
Stansbury from sixth in the conference 
in coaches' salary to second in C-USA. 

This is a proactive move, Stewart 
said, to give Stansbury a raise in the 
middle of the season rather than at the 
end. All of the funding for Stansbury's 
raise is coming from the Hilltopper 
Athletic Foundation, and none of it will 
come from the athletics budget or state 
funding, Stewart said. 

Approval of the funding for the raise 
had been previously voted on and was 
approved unanimously, according to 
Browning. 

After previous WKU basketball 
program struggles, this year's team 
sits just half a game behind conference 
leader Middle Tennessee. With 10 
games left in the season, WKU has 
already matched its number of wins 

SEE STANSBURY• PAGE 82 

Among the notable highlights, 
the former Hilltopper starting 
quarterback completed a 63-yard 
deep ball to Louisiana State's D.J. 
Chark and a 14-yard touchdown pass 
to Central Florida tight end Tre'Quan 
Smith. 

White's in-game play was the first 
look that many people got at him, but 
some experts had been impressed 
with him all week in practice. 

"Western Kentucky QB Mike 
White appeared to be the steadiest 
and most accurate of the South 
team quarterbacks once again on 
Wednesday," Pro Football Focus' 
Jordan Plocher said after the 
Wednesday practice. "White's 
practice performance will go a long 
way in helping his draft grade with 
teams, as he didn't have the same 
caliber of statistical season with a 
new coaching staff and offense that 
he had 2017." 

Pro Football Focus draft analyst 
and former Senior Bowl Oklahoma 
State quarterback Zac Robinson saw 
a lot of positives in White's game that 
can translate to the next level. 

"He throws dig routes and up the 
seam really, really well," Robinson 
said of White's professional outlook. 
"That stuff bodes well for the next 

SEE SENIOR BOWL • PAGE 83 

:♦:♦: 

··•·· . . Jhompson and crowd were keys to conference win 
:♦•♦• 

IY SAM PORTER 

~ J-IERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU 
' 
► 
• All week leading up to the Marshall 
► .,, 
~e. sickness was an issue going 
'atQund the WKU men's basketball 
team. In the Hilltoppers' 66-62 loss to 
Middle Tennessee on Jan. 20, graduate 
transfer guard Darius Thompson was 
battling illness and, as a result, the 
team's leading scorer wasn't as much 
of a factor in the biggest game of the 
season. But a healthy Thompson in this 
past Saturday's game against Marshall 
proved to be a major difference in 
the Hilltoppers' 85-7 4 win in front of 
a second consecutive sellout crowd 
in Diddle Arena. The former Virginia 
guard scored 20 points, grabbed six 
rebounds and recorded three assists 
while playing 38 minutes. 

"My trainers told me all week to just 
lay in bed and rest," Thompson said. 
"He didn't want me to stick around 
tnµch because there's been a bug 

going around. The locker room had 
to get cleaned out and everything. 
We didn't do too much contact-wise 
during practice." 

Although Thompson was healthy in 
time for tipoff, the same wasn't true 
for junior guard Lamonte Bearden. 
The Buffalo transfer didn't practice all 
week. Freshman guard Jake Ohmer got 
the start in Bearden's place despite his ' 
recent struggles and scored 12 points, 
going 2-for-3 from 3-point land. 

CHRIS KOHLEY • HERALD 

"Everyone knows Jake has been 
struggling the last few games," 
Thompson said. "It was huge to see 
him come out and play with so much 
more confidence. In practice, when we 
run a play wtrere Jake shoots the ball 
and he misses, coach will make him 
shoot it over and over until he makes 
it." 

Another factor in the win over 
Marshall was the crowd. Head coach 
Rick Stansbury mentioned after the 
Marshall win how disappointing it was 
not to get the win over MTSU in front 

WKU forward Moustapha Dlagne (12) gives good luck to WKU guard Josh Anderson (4) at the free 
throw line during the game against Marshall on Saturday in E.A. Diddle Arena. In Anderson's 10 
minutes of playing time, he totaled four points including a dunk in the first half. The Hilltoppers 
won the game 85-74. 

SEE MBB ENTERPRISE • PAGE 82 
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Hollingsworth's technical was WKU's turning poini 
DOWN TO THE WIRE 

BY JEREMY CHISENHALL 

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU 

With 4:39 remaining in WKU's game 
against Marshall Saturday, the Hilltoppers 
found themselves in a tough position. 
Freshman guard Taveion Hollingsworth 
had just been called for a personal foul, 
and in an attempt to get the referee's 
attention, he was called for a technical. 

It was his fourth foul, and Marshall 
seemed to have WKU on the ropes at that 
point. Marshall's Jon Elmore went to the 
line for four free throws and made them 
all. After having led by 10 points earlier 
in the half, WKUwas down 74-70 and the 
Thundering Herd were on a 6-0 run. 

Despite Marshall taking the lead on that 
sequence, it was WKU who gained the 
momentum. Hollingsworth's demeanor 
and play changed after the technical call. 

In the first 35:21 of the game, 
Hollingsworth scored just four points 
on 1-of-6 shooting. He was 0-for-2 

STANSBURY 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 81 

from last year (15). 
According to 247 Sports, WKU's 

2017 recruiting class ranked first in 
C-USA. Despite the loss of five-star 
center Mitchell Robinson, Stansbury 
still brought in four-star guard Josh 
Anderson, Kentucky's Mr. Basketball 
Taveion Hollingswmth and numerous 
transfers with NCAA Tournament 
experience, including seniors Darius 

MBB ENTERPRISE 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 81 

of the first sellout crowd in Diddle 
Arena since he took over as head coach. 
Stansbury has said multiple times how 
badly he wants to see Diddle Arena 
packed at every home game, and on 
Saturday, he was able to deliver a victory 
in hopes of bringing more sellout crowds 
to Diddle. Stansbury and players both 
were complimentary of the fan base's 

from 3-point range. In the final 4:39, 
Hollingsworth scored five points on just 
two shots, one of them being a 3-pointer 
to give WKU a lead it would not surrender. 
He helped lead his team on a 15-0 run 
that gave them an 11-pointwin. 

"That was a huge play, and he also 
jumped up and go~ that tip-in up," 
WKU head coach Rick Stansbury said 
of Hollingsworth's 3-pointer down the 
stretch. "Ifl knewwe'd go (on a) 15-0 run 
every time, I'd let him go get a technical," 
Stansbury said. 

Hollingsworth also played a major 
part on the defensive end during the 
run. He drew offensive fouls on back-to­
back possessions, which in turn forced 
Marshall's Ajdin Penava and Darius 
George to both foul out. 

"There was two offensive fouls in a 
row on [Marshall]," Stansbury said. "The 
game didn't have a lot of flow to it because 
of all the fouls." 

Both Stansbury and Marshall 
head coach Dan D'antoni expressed 
displeasure with the officiating and the 
number of fouls. 

Thompson from Virginia and Dwight 
Coleby from Kansas. 

With the Hilltoppers rising in wins 
and recruiting rankings, Diddle Arena 
has seen a rise in attendance. 

For the first time since the 2008-2009 
season, average attendance in Diddle 
Arena for men's basketball games is on 
pace to eclipse the 5,000 mark, with that 
number currently sitting at 5,170 after 
consecutive sell outs against Middle 
Tennessee and Marshall. 

Larger crowds are an incentive for 

impact during Satmday night's win over 
Marshall. 

"When you get used to doing it every 
game [playing in front of a packed house], 
and your players learn that feeling every 
game - I will promise you this, students 
and fans can be the difference in winning 
and losing," Stansbury said. "Tonight, the 
last five minutes of the game, the students 
and the fans were the difference. We fed 
off of them; they gave us the energy to go 
make those plays and that's what you've 
got to have." 

Hollingsworth's teammates also took 
notice of how he moved on from the 
technical, and stepped up into the big 
moments afterwards. 

"Taveion got a technical foul and he 
could have easily been down," senior 
guard Darius Thompson said. "He made 
two or three defensive stops, made a huge 
bucket for us." 

The Hilltoppers completely suffocated 
Marshall on defense during that run. 
They forced the Thundering Herd to 
miss all eight of their last eight shots. 
Marshall also only made one of its last 12, 
eight of which were 3-point attempts. The 
Thundering Herd wound up shooting 10-
of-32 from deep for the game. 

"Defense," junior guard Lamonte 
Bearden said when asked what was key 
on that 15-0 run. "I think we got a stop, 
and then I think I got an and-one or 
something like that. Just stops. Stops, 
... That's what we were thinking, stops. 
Defense wins games." 

Bearden was perhaps the only player 
more locked in than Hollingsworth over 
that 15-0 run. He had seven of WKU's 

Stansbury as well, as his contract states 
that he receives half of gross ticket 
revenues over $800,000. 

"There's no question that there's 
excitement around the program," 
Browning said on behalf of the 
foundation at the Board of Regents 
meeting. "Objectively we can look at 
attendance, we can look at wins, we can 
look at exposure on a national stage, and 
all of those things are very clear facts. We 
do believe that a strong athletic program 
is a great window for the university. 

Through eight Conference USA games, 
the Hilltoppers have already played 
the other top four teams (not including 
themselves) in the conference and have 
managed to start out 7 -1. Out of WKU' s 
next seven opponents, only one has a 
winning record. 

"If you told us before the season that 
we'd be 7-1 right now, we would have 
taken it," head coach Rick Stansbury said. 
"But since we've been in it and going 
through it, we're disappointed we're 
not 8-0. We've got UTEP on Thursday 

f them coming in ~e 
last 15 points, all O That include~ a 
final 3:14 of the game. the run and two 
three-point play to start al the deal 

fr 
thr ws to help se . . 

made ee O locked shot, ont! •Of 
Bearden also had a b WJ(U had on i,iat 
two blocked shots that senior forw;ird 
run. The other came from . : 

Dwight Coleby. . all thre~-0f 
WKU has faced deficits 111 • 

with less than ~e 
their last three games th h · 

th e games, ey jWe 
minutes to go. In os . d ,f'n 

t a combine 'IV· 
outscored opponen s 
19 in those final five minutes to go_ :M, 
with their only loss coming to Middle 
Tennessee despite outscoring the Blue 
Raiders 12-11 in the last five. · 

WKU will take on Texas El-Paso nel't. 
UTEP is 7 -14 this year and suffered a 
31-point loss to MTSU Saturday. It's ~ot 
likely that WKU will need a 15-0 run over 
the last four minutes Thursday. ·t 

~ 

Sports Editor Jeremy Chisenhall can be 
reached at 859-760-0198 and jeremy. 
chisenhal1921@topper.wku.edu. Fo.Qaw 
him on Twitter at@]SChisenhall • ... : .... 

There's a great value in the branding.': 
In agreement with his raise, Stansbury 

agreed to increase his buyout to fl 
million if he decides to leave WKU to 
coach at another school, Stewart said. 
The school that hires Stansbury away 
from WKU would owe that university ~ 1 
million, Stewart said. 

Reporter Tyler Eaton can be reached 
at 270-776-6797 andtylereaton1022@ 
yahoo.com. Follow him on Twitter at @ 
Tyler_eaton1022 •,1 

and then go over to UTSA-both will be 
challenges. There's 10 games left and 
we'll take them one at a time." 

WKU hits the road to take on Texas 
El-Paso (7-14, 2-7 C-USA) on Thursday 
at 9 p.m. UTEP currently ranks 12th in 
C-USA. 

Reporter Sam Porter can be reached 
at 270-799-8247 and sam.porter270@ 
gmail.com Follow him on Twitter at@ 
SammyP14. 
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SILAS WALKER• HERALD 

\1Ku forward Tashia Brown (10) looks for a layup during WKU's game vs Notre Dame on November 14, 2017 in E.A. Diddle Arena. Brown had 26 points against LA ech on Sunday and won conference 

player of the week. 

:-iNKU successful on road since joining C-USA 
., 

BY TYLER MANSFIELD 

·,--------------

Toppers won 86-66 at Marshall last State helped prepare the Lady Toppers 
Sunday and followed that performance for their conference road games. WKU 
with a 79-65 victory over North Texas suffered a 79-61 loss at Alabama­
on Friday. Birmingham on January 13 hut hasn't 

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU "What I'm rPally proud of is that suffered a league loss since. 
thcy:wNc diff<>rPnt games," WKU head "We just want to continue doing 

-=--==coach Michell<' Clark-Ilcard said in a the things we're doing good," Clark-
radio interview following Sunday's I Icard said last Wednesday. "I foe! like 

It's difficult in any sport to go on the game. "We had a big lead, then we we've shot the ball pretty well, we've 
ad and win at an opposing team's come back- and that's the growth part. rebountlcd. we've gone to the frec­
nue, especially in conference play. Making r\~ht decisions at the right throw line and made our free throws, 
Since joining Conference USA in time. It just says a lot about how the and we take care of the basketball." 

14-15, the WKU women's basketball unity of the team is growing ... I think With the college basketball regular 
am has excelled in winning league our chemistry has really gotten better season continuing to wind down and 
mes away from Diddle Arena. and better." get closer to March, WKU hopes to 
The Lady Toppers are now 25-6 in WKU's recent success in road continue its winning ways, but it won't 

ad C-USA contests over the past four games has helped tremendously in be simple. 
asons, and with a win over Louisiana 2017-18, as 13 of its 21 match ups this "We 're going to have to continue to 
ch on the road Sunday, WKU season - four of those being C-USA keep working on those things to be 
proved to a perfect 5-0 over the Lady games - have happened away from able to win on the road,~ Clark-Heard 
chsters on the road. Bowling Green. said. 
Sunday's game wrapped up a three Opening the non-conference The Lady Toppers have eight C-USA 

for a Feb. 10 meeting at Rice before 
traveling down 1-65 for a showdown 
against longtime rival Middle 
Tennessee Feb. 15 in Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee. 

Clark-Heard's team will then close 
its conference regular season with tilts 
at Southern Mississippi and Texas-El 
Paso. 

"We have to grow every game," 
Clark-Heard said earlier this season 
after a win over Mississippi Valley 
State and has repeated multiple times. 
"We have, to take a lot of positives, and 
we've gotta learn about the things 
we've gotta get better at. That's the 
most important thing I'm trying to do 
every single game." 

Sports Reporter Tyler Mansfield can 
be reached at 270-935-0007 and 
tylermansfield@yahoo.com. Follow 
him on Twitter@_ TylerMansfi.eld. ~me road swing for WKU - one that season in the 2017 Hawkeye Challenge contests remaining, and half of those 

~went an unscathed 3-0 on. Prior to in Iowa City, Iowa, and then playing are on the road. After playing a pair of 
;;ile,ating the Lady Techsters, the Lady at tough places like Indiana and Ball games at home, WKU will head west 

~~---------------------------------------------------~ ... -· 
l'f~A 
~ NIOR BOWL 
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~ ;vel. He's got the ability to push the 
.• 11 to any part of the field, but those 

-between the numbers and deep 

shots are where I see him excel." 
Robinson also believes White's 

variety of offensive schemes at the 
collegiate level will make the transition 
to the professional game much easie1·. 

"Having the exposure that he's had 

to different offenses and his abilfty 
to piece it all together I think will 
definitely help him when he takes the 
transition," said Robinson. "He'll be 
able to take things from every offense 
that he's had and use that to form into 

PHOTO COURTASY OF XTREME PHOTO FX 
,>~ 

&rmer quarterback Mike White throws a pass down the field during the annual Senior Bowl Saturday. in Mobile, Al. White represented WKU along­f e former high end Deon Yelder. 

ffl 

however, in his mind, he can learn it 
the fastest and compete right away." 

Most mock drafts do not include 
White in the first round, but he 
could be the next quarterback off 
the board after the big names, such 
as Sam Darnold and Baker Mayfield, 
according to Rotoworld.com . 
. Deon Yelder didn't play until 

the third quarter, but he took the 
momentum from his impressive 
bowl performance into Saturday's 
showcase. 

Yelder mainly served as a blocker 
while in, but reeled in his only target 
for a touchdown. He made a contested 
catch on an 'out route. 

According to Rotoworld, Yelder 
also had a strong week of practice 
compared to the other tight ends on 
Team South and put himself firmly in 
consideration of a day three pick in 
May's draft. 

With White and Yelder's 
touchdowns, WKUwas the only school 
to have multiple players account for 
touchdowns in the Senior Bowl. These 
two were also the only players from 
a Kentucky university to play in the 
game. 

White and Yelder will look to build 
upon their performances in the NFL 
Scouting Combine in Indianapolis on 
March 2-5. 

Sports reporter Alec Jessie can be 
reached at 502-648-7190 and alee. 
jessie226@topper. wku, edu. Follow 
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PRISM Concert showcases music department's talent~ 
BY LAUREi- DEPPEN 

HERALD.FEA TURES@WKU.EDU 

Illuminated by a purple light in the 
top corner of the balcony of Van Meter 
Hall, a French horn player began his 
piece of music, pulling the audience 
into an evening of music, color and 
precision. 

Friday evening, hundreds of people 
flooded Van Meter Hall to see one of 
the most anticipated concerts of the 
academii;ye\f· The 23rdAnnual PRISM 
concert is a favorite of students, facul­
cy and the Bowling Green community. 
; : :~This isn't your typical concert," said 
f,>f. Gary Schallert, the coordinator of 
the concert. "The whole purpose of it is 
to showcase the department of music." 

Over 20 pieces were performed by 
groups within the choral, orchestra 
and band programs. Along with show­
casing talents from across the music 
department, the PRISM concert put an 
emphasis on celebrating every instru­
ment, musician and genre. 

Immediately following the French 
horn fanfare, the magic and excitement 
of the concert began to take place. As 
the curtain rose, musicians started fill­
ing the stage, lightheartedly dancing 
to the beat and waving to the audience 
and their fellow band members. The 
audience responded by laughing and 
tapping their feet. 

The transitions between perfor­
mance groups were seamless. A light 
would fade, the curtain would fall, or 

an array of multicolored lights would 
be projected throughout the auditori­
um. Groups were not confined to the 
stage alone. They performed from 
many different corners of Van Meter 
Hall, giving the audience a more in­
timate experience and creating the 
"prism" effect. 

Though many genres were show­
cased, it was structured in a way where 
nothing seemed out of place. One min­
ute the WKU fight song was played, 
bringing the audience to their feet, 
only to move them to tears moments 
after with a vocal performance of "All I 
Ask of You" from "The Phantom of the 
Opera." 

"We take great pride, and we have 
fun," Schallert said. "There's little sur­
prises that happen during the concert. 
People come and they laugh. They'll 
be laughing one minute and the next 
minute they may be totally exhilarated 
by an up-tempo jazz chart ... it's unlike 
all other concerts on campus." 

The lights were striking, but it was 
the professionalism, stage presence 
and passion of the performers that re­
ally made the concert such a success. 

The musicians involved started pre­
paring for the PRISM concert as early 
as the fall semester. Though they put 
in many months of hard work, the per­
formers made it look easy. They ap­
proached the stage with confidence 
and delivered an excellent perfor­
mance. 

"Magical" was the word Scottsville 
sophomore J.T. Davis used to describe 
the concert. 

HUNTER HALLORAN • HERAh0 

The WKU Wind Ensemble opens the 2018 PRISM concert with •Land of Make Believe• Friday, Jan. 26 
in Van Meter Hall. This was the first of 26 performances from WKU performing arts programs. ,J 

WKU hosts the High School Honors 
Band Clinic the same weekend that the 
PRISM concert is held. This gives the 
high school participants a chance to 
experience a part of the university's 
band program. Davis participated in 
the Honors Band when he was in high 
school and recalls the PRISM concert 
being a key part of why he chose to 
study music at WKU. Now years later, 
Davis performed in the concert and 
helped to organize it. 

"So many components make up the 
PRISM concert," Davis said. "All the 
kids know is that it's something magi­
cal- it's something that will blow your 

X 

mind. Being on this side, being on tlie 
back, it's quite an extraordinary feat.~. 

The PRISM concert was lively anll 
engaging, and it served as a celebral 
tion of all things music. Whether it was 
through the music itself, the fun props, 
the lighting effects or the musician 
jokes, the PRISM concert brought tlie 
community togethe: through the love 
of music. ' 

Features reporter Laurel Deppen can 
be reached at 270-745-6291 and lau:­
rel. deppen 77 4@topper. wku. edu. ·, ,, 

Blue moon and lunar eclipse to occur on Jan. 31 ,, 

BY KATIE DANIELS 

HERALD.FEA TURES@WKU.EDU 

On Wednesday, Jan. 31, there will 
be the second full moon of the month, 
which will make it a blue moon. The 
next full moon will not take place un­
til March 1, leaving February without 
a full moon at all. A lunar eclipse will 
also take place. 

The interactive display at the Hardin 
Planetarium asks "What month can 
never have a full moon?" The answer 
is February. 

Since February only has 28 days, or 
at most 29, you can never squeeze in 
two full moons, which must always be 
29 and-a-half days apart. This is also 
why February has no full moon at all 
this year. The full moon is the last day 
of January, and so there must be 29 
and-a-half days before the next full 
moon and February only has 28 days. 

There is little astronomical interest 
in the blue moon since it is simply an­
other full moon occurring at its regular 
interval. The interest lies in the bizarre 
relationship between the cycles of the 

moon and the calendar. 
"Astronomers don't worry about blue 

moons," director of Hardin Planetari­
um Richard Gelderman said. "It does 
nothing for us. You get a full moon 
every 29 and-a-half days, and another 
full moon 29 and-a-half days after that. 
We know that they don't have anything 
to do with years, and that months are 
a completely arbitrary mish-mash of 
things trying to divide a year evenly up 
when it can't be divided. Twenty-eight 
doesn'twork, 29 doesn't work; none of 
them fit into 365 and one-fourth." 

The Roman solution to this was to 
have 12 months of 30 days each, fol­
lowed by a five-day holiday to keep the 
year from getting off-sync. This was 
eventually replaced by the Gregorian 
calendar we use today, with 12 months 
of varying lengths that have nothing 
whatsoever to do with the lunar cy­
cle. This means that sometimes we 
can have two full moons in the same 
month. 

The original blue moon had noth­
ing to do with the calendar at all, but 
with seasons. Native Americans and 

early settlers called each full moon by 
a name, depending on where in the 
season it fell. There were four seasons, 
and each season had three full moons. 
However, most years have 13 full 
moons. When an extra moon appeared 
in a season, there was no name for it, 
so it was a blue moon. 

In addition to the blue moon, 
Wednesday also marks a lunar eclipse. 

"The fact that they are coinciding 
is mostly coincidence," Ron Kistler, 
Hardih Planetarium coordinator, said. 
"The blue moon must be a full moon, 
and so must a lunar eclipse." 

Lunar eclipses are often known as 
"blood moons" due to the red color of 
the moon. 

"The cycle of eclipses is a much 
more complicated thing, but basically 
we have two lunar eclipses a year," Gel­
derman said. 

Gelderman said that "sunsets are 
red because light that shouldn't have 
reached us gets bent by the Earth's 
atmosphere. [The lunar eclipse] is red 
because that same thing that makes 
sunsets red is bending it around the 

earth, and that light is getting bent 
around to where no light should be. It 
should be a perfect shadow, but instead 
the light gets bent around by earth's at­
mosphere just like lenses bend lights." 

Those interested in observing the lu­
nar eclipse will have to get up early to 
do so. The eclipse will only by partially 
visible in Bowling Green, beginning 
at 5:48 a.m. and continuing until the 
moon sets at 6:49 a.m. Those who sim­
ply want to glimpse the blue moon can 
do so any time after it rises at 4:24 p.n\. 
Tuesday, Jan. 30. 

For more information on moon 
viewing times visit https://www.tim( 
anddate. com/ e cli pse/in/usa/bowl ~ 
ing-green. , 

To learn more about the 2018 lunar 
calendar and the orbit of the moon, vis·­
it the Hardin Planetarium interactive 
lunar exhibit any time between 8 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday; 

Reporter Katie Daniels can be reachet:1. 
at 270-745-6291 and katie.dan-­
ie1s962@topper.wku.edu 

ATO fraternity house moves closer to completio·n 
BY NOAH MOORE 

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU 

Fraternity Village will be gaining a 
new member this summer as the Al­
pha Tau Omega fraternity house grows 
moves to completion. 

Over winter break, the house went 
from a concrete foundation to a wood­
en skeleton that is finally taking shape 
and is about 60 percent completed, 
ATO President Hunter Booher said. 

Construction on the house broke 
ground June 1, 2017, beginning with 
deconstruction, and has been making 
progress since then. The development 

WK..lJ REACH2018 
Student Research Conference 

Student Workshop Series 

Thurs. Feb. 1 I 5:00 p.m. 
Leila Watkins How to Write an Abstract 
Honors College and International center 2007 

Thurs. March 8 I S:00 p.m. 
Leyla Zhuhadar How to Visualize Research Data 
Grise Hall 236 

Wed. March 7 I 5:00 p.m. 
Rodney King How to Make a Poster 
Honors College and International center 2001 
OR Enakshi Roy How to Give a Talk 
Honors College and lnternath;mal center 2007 

over winter break is the first time the 
house has taken its shape through 
mounted walls and spaces for windows 
and doors. 

The new house will feature dou­
ble-decker porches and large columns, 
and it will be located next to the Sigma 
Chi fraternity house on Center Street 
across from Midtown. This is the loca­
tion of their former house, as they are 
rebuilding on the same lot. 

"The thing I'm most excited for is the 
progress that our chapter has made: 
going from the old, rundown apart­
ments to this house," Booher said. "It 
has really boosted morale and we are 
all excited to see where our chapter 
can go." 

Though the development on the 
house will benefit the chapter in the 
long run, it has forced them to do 
recruitment elsewhere, especially 
during the past fall. During fall 2017 
rush, ATO held their events in com­
munity spaces such as the Augenstein 
Alumni Ceuter and High Tops. 

"I'm very excited about the location 
of the house and the size and quality, 
but I'd say l'm most excited to see how 
much stronger the brotherhood will 
become within the chapter once we 
all have a place to call home and live 
together," Alex Mallonee, chairman of 
recruitment, said. 

From a newly-initiated point of view, 
new member David Johnson, a junior, 
says that though the house wasn't the 
selling point for him rushing ATO this 

I 

previous fall, it will help enhance th!) 
brotherhood. 

"I think having the house will real­
ly propel us forward as a chapter, an~ 
hopefully help us grow and flourish 
into the chapter that we deserve to be," 
Johnson said. "I'm really looking rot 
ward to just living with brothers froqi 
what I think is the most diverse frater­
nity on campus." 

For this year's spring recruitment: 
Mallonee said the new housing shell 
will be a useful tool for recruitmeqt 
this week, even if construction is stqi 
pulsing forward. 

"The house is definitely a big ster, 
for us in recruitment," Mallonee said. 
"We're trying not to use it as a main· 
selling point when talking to new inter­
ested members but it still has caught 
the eye of a lot more people nonethe 
less. During rush week, I have even 
coordinated an open tour of the hous~ 
to anyone interested in rushing to help 
show off our progress." . 

ATOwas rechartered at WKU in 201t 
t, 

and has grown in numbers since then. 
The house is due to be completed in 
June 2018 and will be open for fall re? 
cruitment 2018. For more information,' 

I( 
WKU Alpha Tau Omega is on Twitter ~( 
@ATO_WKU. I, 

Features reporter Noah Moore can b.~ 
reached at 270-745-6291 and noat). 
moore786@topper.wku.edu. Follow 
him on Twitter at @noah_moore18. 

,,, 
·t 
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Event features student actors 
BY SARAH y AAcoue , 

directors and playwrights 
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU . "It's open to everyone to participate 

10 any capacity [he or she) wants to,· 

Every semester, the WKU De 
ment of Theatre and Da part-
pl · nee sponsors 

ays m a Day, an event wher 
new and experienced yo e both 
playwrights and d' ung actors, 

. irectors have the 
opportunity to grow as arti t 

d 
• s sand act 

un er time pressure as the . 
1 f 

. · mam chal-
enge o Plays m a Day is th 2 limit. e 4-hour 

The timeline of this semest . er s event 
spann~d from Friday to Saturday. The 
playwrights came in around 7 p.m. Fri­
day and the gene~al meeting took place 
an hour later, which allowed all partici­
pants to convene and discuss th eagen-
da. At ~ p.m., prompts and challenges 
were given to e~ch of the seven groups 
and th~ pla~nghts continued to work 
~n their skits. At 8:30 the next morn­
ing, the actors arrived back at Gordon 
Wilson Hall and rehearsal began. The 
final show was free to the public and 
took place at 8 p.m. Saturday at Gordon 
Wilson Lab Theatre. 
. Every group typically has three to 

six actors, a director and a playwright. 
About four stage managers work with 
the participants to ensure the shows 
ru~ smoothly and that all props are ac­
quired and put into place. The actors 
,work throughout the day Saturday to 
prepare and rehearse their lines. Be­
cause the time limit is so constrictive 
they remain on book throughout re~ 
hearsal and performance. 

Reagan Stovenour, a theater major 
who produced Plays in a Day, said one 
of the event's most important points is 
its inclusivity. 

SPONSORED CONTENT 

~tovenour said. "There are opportuni­
ties to participate at every point in ev­
ery experience.· 

Freshmen in particular are encour­
aged to take part in Plays in a Day. 
According to Stovenour, the event 
provides a host of benefits to new stu­
dents, including allowing them to get 
to know their peers and connect with 
people at the university. 

A number of people and organiza­
tions are involved in the process of 
Plays in a Day. Aside from the produc­
er, directors, stage managers, actors 
and playwrights, the event enlists a 
social media outreach coordinator, Ra­
chel Cato, to assist in getting the word 
out to students. Because the event is 
student-run, there are no faculty ad­
visors, although Stovenour said she 
was grateful for the support from the 
department and from Alpha Psi Ome­
ga, WKU's theatre and dance organi­
zation, which helps form partnerships 
and connections with the community. 

Stovenour said that although expe­
rience in writing is preferred for stu­
dents applying for the playwright posi­
tion, the actors can be completely new 
to drama, and, in the past, a number of 
participants have come from other de­
partments and backgrounds-she list­
ed political science, film and creative 
writing as a few examples. The diverse 
environment is part of what has made 
the festival such a successful enter­
prise. 

It's also an exercise in collaboration, 
as all the participants must cooperate 
and work effectively in order to keep 
pace and get everything done in time. 
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Arielle Conrad performs in the semesterly event Plays in a Day Friday, Jan. 27 in Gordon Wilson The­
atre. This event gives students a platform to create original pieces that are produced in less than 24 
~our~. "N?rmally a show's rehearsal process can take anywhere from several months, so squeezing 
it all into Just 24 hours was crazy, but so much fun,• Conrad said. "It offered a really great challenge." 

"Every single word, comedic move­
ment or emotional glance had a story 
and a collaborative moment behind it,• 
freshman Claire Wilson, a performing 
arts majorwho acted in the production, 
said. "It really is inspiring and abso­
lutely hysterical to see what people can 
come up with in just 24 hours." 

Senior Morgan Stevens was a play­
wright for Plays in a Day, and he said 
that though playwriting can be a chal­
lenge, he loves it. He is majoring in En­
glish with a concentration in creative 
writing and a minor in film studies. 

"I love the playwright side of the 
challenge,• Stevens said. "Pulling an 

all-nighter to create something entire­
ly fresh is tough, but a blast." 

He said he loves seeing how a stage 
team makes everything come to life, 
but "best of all, though, is getting a re­
sponse from the audience. I want peo­
ple to have a good time and enjoy what 
they're seeing in a show, so hearing 
everybody laugh is my favorite part of 
the experience, hands down.· 

Features reporter Sarah Yaacoub can 
be reached at 270-745-6291 and sarah. 
yaacoub214@topper.wku.edu. Follow 
her on Twitter at @sarahyaacoub1. 

The WKU Store expands it digital operations 
BY GRIFFIN FLETCHER 

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU 

courses with exactly the ebook needed 
for the course, available the first day of 
classes, hence the name. Any student 
enrolled in a DOA course is automati­
cally billed to their student bill the sec­
ond week of classes, in case any last 
minute schedule changes take place, 
though the student is able to access the 
e-book from the start of the course. If a 
student would rather own a print copy 
of any course required e-book text, the 
Store is providing loose-leaf copies of 
ebook texts for much cheaper than the 
text's hardback counterpart, available 
in store upon request. 

... 

As of this semester, on account of 
a partnership with two prominent 
e-book vendors, The WKU Store is 
offering over 50 percent of its book 
titles in the e-book format, ensuring 
that students of all learning styles are 
suited to best tackle their coursework 
while saving money, as e-books are 
known to cost sometimes half the price 
of a print copy. 

For any students not familiar with 
e-books or their features, e-books offer 
bookmarking, highlighting and search 
and define functions, and all e-books 
purchase9 through The WKU Store 
can be accessed on all devices that 
have internet capabilities, given that 
e-books are url-based. 

Sarah Sears, WKU Store Marketing 
Coordinator. wrote in an email that 
the Store's decision to invest more in 
digital options is a result of watching 
"the trends within the college store in­
dustry" and a desire to better serve the 
needs ofWKU's students. 

"Students are so unique in their var­
ious learning styles: visual and tactile 
versus auditory. tech savvy versus not 
so savvy; however, nearly all students 
are the same when it comes to wanting 
the best price," Sears said in the same 
email. "[W)e have to keep a closer 
watch on what our own campus com­
munity really wants." 

Along with the Store's move toward 
more ebook options, its Day One Ac­
cess (DOA) initiative has ex?ande~. By 
way of coordinating alongside vano~s 
WKU departments, The WK~ Store _is 
now able to provide students m certain 
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Due to the digital nature of DOA. 
students need not worry about order­
ing their books for DOA courses. giv­
en that e-books are "not contingent on 
physical stock with the publisher and 
within the store," Sears said. "By opt­
ing to go digital, the student is guar­
anteeing that they will have access to 
their course materials on the first day 
of class. n 

Derick Robertson, The WKU Store 
Course Materials Manager, said in the 
same email that The WKU Store tries 
"to be competitive with so many op­
tions for textbooks," referencing the 
Store's move toward digital and DOA. 

Though 34 percent of the Store's 
titles were available in the e-book for­
mat during the fall 2017 semester, as 
of the third day of this semester, the 
Store had already seen a three percent 
increase in e-book sales from last se­
mester. 

As for the future, The WKU Store is 
looking to continue expanding and 
meeting the needs of its students. 

"The objective is to give the students 
a foI'll).at that suits their learning style 
and to offer it at the lowest price pos-

sport on its way to the Olympics and 
give back to the community with per­
formances and workshops," she said. 

Last semester, Huber registered 
the club as an RSO, or registered stu­
dent organization, and it has since 
become more structured and commu­
nity-based. The club plans to put on 
club performances at campus events, 
including basketball game half-times, 
orientation events and other campus 
activities including Dance Big Red. 

They also plan to hostworkshops on 
campus and in Bowling Green where 
students will be able to learn jump 
rope skills f~ team members and try 
out the sport for themselves. 

"Expanding jump rope at the colle­
giate level through the ~ommuni~ is 
such an important step m advancing 
the sport overall and eventually getting 
it into the Olympics. so I am very ex­
cited that WKU and the city of Bowling 
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As the new year arrives and the semester begins at WKU students gather at the WKU Bookstore to 
get their books and school supplies. Johnathan Partlow Jr., a junior at WKU, finds books for his spring 
classes. "I'm stacked with book requirements for the semester" Partlow said. 

sible, • Sears said. "Expanding our 
e-book market saves the students mon­
ey, the university money (in inventory 
and receiving labor) and not to men­
tion keeps a number of trees alive and 

Green can take part in this transition 
as one of the early college jump rope 
teams to exist." Huber said. 

This past weekend, the club attend­
ed the second ever National Collegiate 
Jump Rope Summit at Ohio State Uni­
versity where they met with elite col­
lege jumpers across the nation and got 
to compete against them in a tourna­
ment. 

As the club continues to expand and 
become more prominent throughout 
campus, Huber will use her experi­
ence in the sport to cultivate a culture 
of positivity, health and fun. 

"There is nothing more rewarding 
than a child's face lighting up after 
they learn a new trick or seeing a col­
lege student jump rope for the first time 
and helping them learn something 
that they have never tried before," Hu­
ber said. "Jump rope has given me a 
unique way to connect with new people 
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Feature reporter Griffin Fletcher can 
be reached at 270-745-2655 and grif­
fin.fletcher398@topper.wku.edu. 

and provided me with a community of 
hard-working, fun, motivated individ­
uals." 

Freshman and Preston Center su­
pervisor Spencer Cassady said the 
WKU Jump Rope Club offers a unique 
experience and he encourages stu­
dents to look into it. 

"At WKU, we offer a wide variety of 
sports clubs to anyone who desires to 
play," he said. "The Jump Rope Club 
is just one of those and is among the 
most unique we offer, so students 
should definitely look into it.• 

For more information, contact the 
WKU Jump Rope Club's Facebook 
page. 

Features reporter Noah Moore can be 
reached at 270-745-6291 and noah. 
moore786@topper.wku.edu. Follow 
him on Twitter at @noah_moore18. 
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Junior Murray Huber has been jumping since 
elementry school and started the jump rope 
group at WKU. -i plan to stay involved with the 
team and I want to continue to see them grow" 
Huber said. 
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Wl<U sophomore creates competitive jump rope team }?1, 
BY NOAH MOORE 

HERALD.FEA TURES@WKU.EDU , 

WKU's campus is now home to one 
of the first university competitive jump 
rope teams in the state of Kentucky, 
thanks to sophomore Murray Huber. 

Huber, a lifetime fan of jump rope, 

recently commissioned a university 
jump rope club dedicated to raising 
awareness of the sport through fitness, 
fun and outreach. 

Ever since a young age, Huber has 
found herself entranced by the sport 
and has worked tirelessly to perfect 
her craft. She began in her elementary 
school's Jump Rope for Heart team and 
got so attached that she never stopped. 

She even competes on the Bowling 
Green Jumping Jaguars, a local com­
petitive jump rope team and one of just 
three competitive teams in the state of 
Kentucky. 

It may not seem like a wide commu• 
nity, but jump ropers definitely have 
their niche. As a child, Huber attend­
ed many workshops and recalled the 
profound impact many older jumpers 

had on her experience trying to make 
it professionally. 

"All these people I looked up to 
were extremely talented, friendly, 
hard-working and amazing teachers 
who motivated me to try new things 
and encouraged me to be persever­
ant," she said. ·Now that I am a colle-

SEE JUMP HOPE • PAGE BS 

New minority scholarship proposed by student 
BY GRIFFIN FLETCHER 

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU 

Crystal River, Florida, junior Olivia 
Parker has been working to create an 
endowment scholarship for incoming 
first generation college students since 
the end of last semester. As of last 
Wednesday, Jan. 24, the endowment 
is in progress, seeking donors and will 
hopefully take effect by the fall semes­
ter. 

The scholarship is targeted at low-in­
come students who have academic po­
tential, yet may lack proper resources 
for guidance and functions in accor­
dance with a two-part system. 

In order to provide the recipients 
with guidance, all recipients will be 
take part in an extensive two-part men­
torship. 

For the first part, they will be offered 
any tips about college and succeeding 

as a college student that they might not 
have had access to prior. This mentor­
ship will operate according to a stu­
dent's individual needs and is hoped 
to go beyond weekly counseling. 

"I would have loved to have a men­
tor," Parker said, speaking on her ex­
perience as a first generation college 
student. "The hardest part was not hav­
ing a great support system." 

Parker said some of the most difficult 
aspects of being a first generation stu­
dent are not academics, but are based 
in inexperienced guidance or a lack 
thereof. Parker mentioned not know­
ing how to write a professional email 
or how to study for a college exam as 
examples of how a first generation stu­
dent might struggle. 

The scholarship's second part is 
a requirement to join an on-campus 
club or · organization, to ensure each 
student is able to expand as a student 
and person. 

DONATOs·1 
Every piece is important~ 

Parker said joining clubs helped her 
overcome whatever disadvantages be­
ing a first generation student presents. 
As a member of WKU's Psychological 
Science and Diversity Board, Parker 
said she first found support for her idea 
to aid first generation college students 
in a way she was not privileged to. 

Alongside associate professor of 
Psychological Sciences Aaron Wich­
man, who helps lead the Psychologi­
cal Science and Diversity Board and 
will serve as the primary mentor for 
the scholarship's mentorship feature, 
Parker was able to flesh out this idea 
and tum it into an endowment schol­
arship through the College Heights 
Foundation. The College Heights 
Foundation will match funds raised for 
the scholarship up to $5,000. 

This means the first $5,000 the 
endowment receives will tum into 
$10,000, the endowment's startup re­
quirement. 

Order now 
at donatos.com 
---- fHt----

with the Donatos app 

BOWLING GREEN 
270-715-5111 

EAT·IN, PICK·UP OR DELIVERY 

861 Fairview Ave. Bowling Green, KY 

With $10,000, the endowment will 
be able to grant a single student $500 
worth of financial aid for their second 
semester of classes, given they main­
tain a cumulative GPA of 2.8 after their 
first semester. 

Though the endowment aspires to 
eventually back numerous students, 
specifically once funds reach over 
$20,000, its purpose is not predomi­
nantly monetary, Parker said. 

Wichman said the mentoring as­
pect of the endowment is what matters 
most, and what makes the endowment 
so special. 

"To help normal people, to help 
them access the opportunity to get an 
education, it takes more than money," 
Wichman said. 

Features reporter Griffin Fletcher can 
be reached at 270-745-2655 and grif­
tln.fletcher398@topper.wku.edu. 
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