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Tue UNIVERSITY OF TExAs AT EL Paso

' 817 University, El Paso, Tx. 79902
JOSEPH M. RAY . :
Professor Emeritus . Chillun: | -

President Emeritus. Here i1t is April 17, the day after
Scott's birthday, 42 as I reckon it, and I was
asleep ‘when Jettie reached him finally on-the felethons this morning.
Beth ‘spent.the night with us last .night and we are going ‘o take
her home aftér supper and take tke.Robin to Dorothy tonight. -  Jettie
wrote her Robin letter this morning, I think, but 1 haven't read
it yet.

Things have been.hopping around here in the past month. Scott
was here for 10 days late in March; always big doings for us for *he
whole time: capved off with a swank buffe&f dinner for 30, includi ng
the.new president.of UI'EP and other old friends] to meet our kids .
(George was sick to his belly), ané¢ with Scott bartending so heavily
that he didn't have a good time,.I fear; but supper delicious as
alw=ys with Jet .tie fixing it. No dog with Scott this time; rabies
regulation cost him nearly $100 4o get h®m home last time. Nellie
Bly, a miniature gray female pooéle, found in a. parking lot in
Bardstown las: wmummer and unreclaimed got run over by a car in Ben-
eseo.some montks back. .

Put Scott on 2 plane on a Thursday and met Sy1v1a & Rob om
Monday for §ix days =2m and all of them good ones. Got a lot of
time in examining the picture books and finding out about the Ray
side of her family, Sylvia had about 2 hours of home moview of
the red-headed leacue she lives in. Every day was for hs f&ll and
delightful. Got a letter from her back home,reporting that the
little girls had weathered tke paternal supervision of her absence.
Ole Bob was a prince to let her come to see us old folks.

Got- tb say something about Ronnie Baby. He's awfully pretty
on a two~inch 1lapel buttcon a friend in Conmecticut sent me. Tried
to wear it to a restaurant one night ~nd Jettie threatened %o throw
it sni me out of the car. I've got three or four old cronies (in
I1linoiw, OElshoma, Alab~ma, Ccnnrcticut,.and San Antonio with whom
I exchange low opinions of Ronnie Baby; make sure we don't svare
the horses. So I won't bore you, since some of you won't want to
hear them anyway. I dcn't like him, as you all know, and I hope
to see him turned out in 1984, which he almost certainly will be,
running the country for the big rich, Most of our RepWblican pres-
ldents have been hand in glove with the big rich, but none thus far
have been so blatzntly vocal about it. That's why I'm clean orf of
Carter, Josnna, I will have to stick to my #uns on what I said in
my last le‘ter about him, He was the least effective pres‘dent
8ince Hoover and Coolédge, Even Truman was far more effective, pri-
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marily because of his great strenbth of va ;
about 1965 (sixty historians) ranked himcgza;céi:;t “(gizel of raters
a fuse when he hearc that Trum-n was ranked (more e%fectiv??a:hblew
himself. Ineptitude is the word for Carter. He'l] be ranked sn
the time comes as below average, if not a failure, along wi'h’;aiz
and Grant and Harding. His greatest failure was, with 2/3 of the
dmerican voters d emocraticyhe lost a fair election to a man (and
turned over the powers of government) who talked and stood for *he
biz money without blushing in apology, to a John Bircher openly‘and
avowedly, and still is and is carving up our covernmental policy

in 2 manner that will keep Jchn Birch's memory bright. Maybe he
didn't belomg to the John Birch Society. The John Birch socic:y
has about disappeared. The name has e~rned a deserved repose, but
John Birchers are still wéfh us, and Ronnie Baby is one of them.

Whether he belonged or not, accoriing to the o03d sayine, if it

aquacks likg a duck, and waédles like =a duck, and runs with other
ducks, dammit, it's a dock. John Bircher is a choice thrase in my
lexicon, and Ronnie Baby is one. Here I've given off an anti-Re=r-
an blast after I promised above not to. .I started in on Carter,
That's the man Barter turned the country over to. In 1976 I voted
in high hopes for Carter; in 1980 I voted along with L4 of the
voters for him as opposed to the first avowed candidate 6f the big
rich to offer himself for tke presidency. In retrospect any repub-
lican could have beat Carter, That's wha® Carter has done to my
country. If I were a citizen of Plains, and he should offer.for dog-
catcher, I'wouldn't vote a third time for him, fer-er<third<time.
I don't hate him; I just have reached a mature conclusion that in-
eptitude is the word for Carter,4 @ -e=4 %o =g Z_\{é\,;. |
This typing is execrablre, and my old hands are worn oul with

ft. I'11 scribtle the rest of my letter. e o
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