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Seniors: Find your name in the Herald1s 
graduation section inside today1s paper. 

This is the final print issue of this semester. Watch WKUHerald.com 
for news throughout the summer. We1II be back in print Aug. 28. 
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MICHAEL BLACKSHIRE • HERALD 

The WKU Floral Shop will close on May 6, following an outcry from local flower shop owners. The local shop owners claim that the WKU Floral Shop 
represents unfair market competition beacuse it's subsidized by a public university. 

FU-NDS & ROSES 
Local florists lobby to close Floral Shop 

BY MONICA KAST 
& ANDREW HENDERSON 

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU 

T
he WKU Floral Shop will close 
on May 6 after local florists have 
complained the shop was unfair

ly subsidized competition. 
According to the statement released 

by Bob Skipper, director of media rela
tions, "a group of floral business own
ers" from Bowling Green and Simpson 
County approached WKU last Septem
ber, "claiming that the WKU Floral 
Shop represented unfair market com
petition because it is partially subsi
dized by a public university." 

In a public Face book post by Christal 
Smith McKinney, who according to 
her Linkedin profile information, is 
at'l alumna of WKU, said the charge to 
close the Floral Shop was led by War
r~n County Judge-Executive Michael 
Buchanon. 

Buchanon, according to business 

•◄ ( 

registration information n>eo .i!h the 
Kentucky secretary of state's office, is 
the president of Deemer Floral Co., a 
local floral shop on Lehman Avenue in 
Bowling Green. 

Buchanon publicly commented on 
McKinney's status and said all the 
privately owned florists in the region 
have opposed WKU and "their pub
licly funded Flower Shop competing 
against privately funded taxpaying 
businesses." 

He said this feud has been ongoing 
and dates back to former President 
Gary Ransdell who, he said, often dis
missed the objections of local flower 
shop owners. 

"WKU's Flower Shop has had the 
use of publicly owned building facil
ities, floral products, equipment and 
supplies paid for with mine and your 
tax dollars, and delivered in University 
owned delivery vans with Official State 
license tags. - all paid for with taxes 
you paid," Buchanon said in his com
ment. 

The Floral Shop is a revenue depen
dent program, and these programs 
generate funds independently from 
the university. 

For the 2017-18 fiscal year, the shop 
was budgeted to generate and spend 
$275,000, according to the university 
budget. 

Buchanon also pushed back on the 
assertion made by McKinney that the 
shop's closure came as a result of Bu
chanon asking a favor of Gov. Matt 
Bevin to pressure the university to 
close the shop. 

Buchanon said Bevin had nothing to 
do with the situation. 

The Herald has filed an open records 
request for email correspondence be
tween Buchanon and the governor, as 
well as those in the governor's office, 
and reached out to his office for com
ment. 

"If you want to know if l'm against 
the university publicly funding a retail 

SEE FLORAL SHOP • PAGE A3 
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PTS announces 
~one changes, 

• • price increases, 
• new services 

BY OLIVIA EILER 

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU 

WKU Parking and Transportation 
announced changes to the campus 
parking plan for the 2018-2019 year 
that include zone changes, price in
creases and new services on April 20. 

Parking and Transportation Direc
tor Jennifer Tougas said the decision 
to change parking zones was made 
with student interests in mind. 

"With the zone system we have for 
commuters today, 
the Cl permit works 
in all commuter lots, 
but parking availabil
ity is first come, first 
served," Tougas said. 
"We heard many com
plaints from commut
ers who couldn't find Jennifer 

Tougas parking where they 
wanted it. We're in
troducing the same 
tiered system we have 
for faculty, staff and 
residents for commut-

Parking and 
Transportation 
director 

ers. In the tiered system, premium 
parking is located closer to the center 
of campus, and permit sales are lim
ited to increase the chances offmding 
a parking space." 

J:0r rP<:irlpnt<: P~rking Structure 1 
levels 4-7 are changing from non-pre
mium housing permits to premium 
housing permits. Premium permits, 
which include zones Hl to H4, will 
cost $240 per year. 

Parking Structure 3 is now zoned as 
non-premium housing HS. Non-pre
mium housing permits, which in
clude zones H5 to H9, will cost $120 
per year. 

Finally, South Campus is available 
for storage parking at $50 per year. 
The White Line services Campbell 
Lane and South Campus every six 
minutes. 

Parking in Alumni Square Garage 
will cost $265 per year. 

For commuters, premium commut
er parking will be available in Parking 
Structure 2. These permit sales will 
be limited to make it easier to find 
parking in PS2, according to Parking 
and Transportation Services' website. 
These permits will cost $240 per year. 

Non-premium commuter parking 

SEE PARKING • PAGE A3 

Kentucky Mesonet releases new weather app 
~" 
BY CAMRYN SMITH 

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU 

A weather and climate monitoring sys
tem at WKU has created a new weather 
app to provide weather updates in Ken
tucky. 

The Kentucky Mesonet is a statewide 
weather monitoring system with offices 
located in the Environmental Sciences 
and Technology Building. The mobile 
4(>P is available for Android and ISO to 

monitor the weather in Kentucky. 
"We've been interested in creating 

an app for years, and many people have 
been asking for one," said Megan Schar
gorodski, manager of Kentucky Mesonet. 

In total it took about two months to 
create the app, one month for Android 
and one month for IOS, according to 
Schargorodski. The Android app was re
leased in February, and the IOS app was 
released inApril. 

Schargorodski said they plan on ad
vertising their app across the whole state 

through social media, the primary form 
of advertising. She said they have also 
considered other forms of advertising 
such as print ads but have not decided if 
they will advertise that way. 

The free app updates weather data 
every five minutes, and it includes data 
about air temperature, rainfall, solar ra
diation, humidity, dewpoint and wind 
speed and direction, according to its de
scription on the Google App store. It uses 
the phone's location services to find the 
closest Kentucky Mesonet station. 

The Kentucky Mesonet has 70 stations 
in 68 counties, including Warren County. 

Kentucky Mesonet consists of meteo
rologists, managers and students from 
WKU. They all help run the website or 
make sure the app is running and up-to
date. 

Kentucky Mesonet receives updates 
about the weather from the Kentucky 
Climate Center at WKU and is a member 
of the National Climate Services Part-

SEE MESONET APP• PAGE A3 



What I've 
LU.1.NEf> 

Working at the Herald has been amazing for me. 
It's given me experience writing professionally, 
working in a newsroom setting and interacting 
positively with my peers. Working with social 
media has improved my knowledge of how 
news runs in the digital age, and how to best 
tailor content to fit an audience. It is truly great 
for learning how to operate in the 21st century 
newsroom while preserving the importance of 
print journalism. Additionally, I enjoy the people 
I work with and have made great connections 
for my professional career in the future. I've 
learned many skills that will go on to help me 
throughout my life. Everyone is fairly kind and 
accepting, and I feel welcomed at the Herald. 

---.-..---- -- .. ----

Engagement Editor 
MASON DAVIS 

,, 

,, 
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Caboni, SGA president respond to harassment 
BY NICOLE ZIEGE 

HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU 

President Timothy Caboni issued a 
statement Tuesday, April 24, following a 
story in the Herald detailing harassment 
Student Government President Andi 
Dahmer said she's received this semes
ter. 

In a statement published by WKU Pub
lic Radio, Caboni said he will be assem
bling a group of faculty, staff and a stu
dent to review the "structure, processes 
and procedures" surrounding the office 
of Equal Employment Opportunity, Title 
IX and the Office of Student Conduct. 

Dahmer filed a complaint with WKU's 
Title IX office but was told her case did 
not qualify as harassment under Title IX. 
The university chose to process her case 
through the Office of Student Conduct, 
but Dahmer believes it should have gone 
through Title IX. 

Caboni said Lauren McClain, assistant 

PARKING 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

will be available in five perimeter lots: 
Kentucky Street, Chestnut Street North, 
Chestnut Street South, University Boule
vard and Parking Structure 3. These will 
cost $120 a year. 

The changes to on-campus parking 
will allow most commuters td be able to 
park on main campus, according to the 
Parking and Transportation Services' 
website. 

The Russellville Road West Lot is avail
able for park and ride permits for $50 a 
year. The Red Line bus system serves the 
lot every nine minutes. 

Bowling Green senior and commut
er student Leroy Kleimola said he dis
agrees with the decision to change com
muter zones. 

"So pay more to get an 'assured' park
ing space in PS2," Kleimola said. "So 
we're taking away even more parking? 
Got it. If they want us to park in the new 
parking structure, they need to improve 
commuting buses and add more." 

WKU Parking and Transportation is 
introducing a new option for the upcom
ing year, the Daily Commuter Permit. 
Tougas said this permit will work the 
same way as Big Red Dollars. Individuals 
can load a balance to a daily parking ac
count and use an app to purchase park
ing for the day in available lots. 

"This will be good for students who 
come to campus once a week," Tougas 
said. "In our survey, roughly 20 percent 
of commuters wanted an alternative to 
an annual parking pass, and this fills that 
need." 

Parking and Transportation is also in
troducing bike and ride share programs. 

"In a survey conducted last fall, over 
70 percent of campus residents are in
terested in a bike share service," Tou
gas said. "Ride share sE!rvices can help 
commuting students find carpools and 
can help campus residents find rides 
home for the weekend. It's a great way 
to reduce parking demand, which saves 
everyone money, and still provide trans
portation services students need." 

MESONET APP 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

nership as well as the National Climatic 
Data Center, the Midwestern Regional 
Climate Center and the National Weath
er Service, according to its website. The 

FLORAL SHOP 
CONTINUED FROM FRONT 

business to compete against privately 
owned businesses in the same market 
region. Yes I am," Buchanon said in his 
comment. 

According to the statement Skipper 
released, WKU officials made a good 
faith effort to address the questions 
and concerns of the local florists, and 
sought to find a solution that would have 
allowed the shop to continue operating 
under a public-private partnership. 

"Unfortunately, this was not accept
able to the group, and the University 
was unable to resolve their concerns," 
the statement reads. 

The shop also doubles as a Design 
Training Center for students. Courses 
that use the shop's space include Intro
duction to Floral Design, Advanced Flo
ral Design and Wedding Floral Design, 
according to their website. 

The Herald reached out to Roger 

professor of sociology, and Karl Laves, 
assistant director of Counseling & Test
ing, will co-chair the group. 

Laves said in an email he did not have 
much information about the group. 

"The details are pending; Lauren and I 

McClain said in the email that the com
mittee is about the Title IX process gen
erally and not about Dahmer's case in 
particular. 

"When Dr. Caboni and I spoke, he 
seemed very committed to making sure 

11
1 think Andi is a super strong woman for 

maintaining everything well as all of this was 
happening to her/1 

. . . 

Incoming Student Government Assoc,at1on president 
STEPHEN MA YER 

were asked to serve as co-chairs," he said 
in the email. "That is all I have for now." 

McClain said in an email that Caboni is 
still finalizing the members of the com
mittee. McClain said that the members of 
the committee should hear back within 
the next week about getting a more de
tailed charge. 

that students at WKU are safe and that 
when situations do arise, that they are 
handled carefully, in a timely manner, 
and with compassion. I'm sure we will 
meet soon after the rest of the committee 
is populated but I don't have a specific 
date yet," McClain said in the email. 

Caboni said in his statement that if 

there are improvements that need to be 
made, the committee will make them. 

"While we cannot discuss specific Title 
IX, student conduct or EEO cases, we will 
be transparent and open about all of our 
processes," he said in the statement. 

The next Student Government Associa
tion president Stephen Mayer expressed 
his thoughts on harassment that SGA 
Dahmer said she experienced while 
serving as student body president. 

"I think Andi is a super strong woman 
for maintaining everything well as all of 
this was happening to her," Mayer said. 
"I do not stand for any kind of harass
ment or sexual assault ... and hope that 
this brings senators and students to write 
legislation to help fix the issues that are 
at hand. I will always support and en
courage everyone to share their stories." 

News reporter Nicole Ziege can be 
reached at 270-745-6011 and nicole. 
ziege825@topper.wku.edu. Follow Ni
cole Ziege on Twitter at @NicoleZiege. 

ISABEL BRINEGAR • HERALD 

Cars sit in the Pearce Ford Tower lot. Freshman Lauren Hammer said that her permit has helped her this semester and plans on getting one again despite 
the price change. •1 need one because I have night classes," Hammer said. 

New incentives have been added to 
the Carless program. In addition to re
ceiving discounted transportation ser
vices, students who choose to leave their 
cars at home for the fall semester will re
ceive a 50 percent discount on available 
Spring 2019 permits. 

Although students like Kleimola are 
frustrated at permit price increases, 
Tougas said the additional revenue will 
be used to provide new services, like the 
Daily Commuter Permit, and to make 
necessary capital improvements. 

"Our parking facilities and transit fleet 
have reached an age where we need to 
invest in them to keep them well main
tained," Tougas said. "We conducted 
studies on Parking Structures 1 and 2 
and Alumni Square Garage and creat
ed a five-year maintenance plan we're 
following. This summer, we'll spend 

Kentucky Mesonet is working with WKU 
to help build a cyberinfrastructure for 
environmental monitoring and decision 
making, according to its website. 

This is the second WKU-related 
weather app available for download. 
White Squirrel Weather, a weather mon
itoring service for the WKU community, 

Dennis, director of the Floral Design 
and Training Center, but he declined to 
comment at this time. According to his 
WKU bio, Dennis is the instructor for 
the three courses that use the training 
center. 

In a statement provided to the Daily 
News, Paul Woosley, director of the Ag
riculture & Research Education Center, 
said the floral design center has been 
applauded as a student-centric pro
gram with applied learning opportuni
ties. 

"It has supplied numerous students 
with hands-on learning experiences 
that relate to managing a small busi
ness. It has been the showcase of the 
program and·,a source of outreach for 
the university," Woosley said in his 
statement. "Its closing would be a detri
ment to WKU students." 

Other florist shop owners also public
ly commented on McKinney's Facebook 
post. 

David Houk, the president and direc
tor of The Cedar Flowers & Gifts Inc. ac-

over $100,000 on PS2 and have another 
$110,000 planned for [Alumni Square 
Garage]. We have also identified bus re
furbishments, bus stop repairs, general 
parking lot maintenance and technology 
upgrades thatwe need to cover." 

Tougas said students who want to be 
more informed of the services offered by 
Parking and Transportation can visit the 
#WKUKnowParking tab on the Parking 
and Transportation Services' website. 

"Since the majority of our permit sales 
happen online, we rarely have a chance 
to tell students ho~ parking works on 
campus," Tougas said. "We developed 
these #WKUKnowParking videos to try 
to bridge that gap." 

Faculty and staff parking will also see 
changes, according to the Parking and 
Transportation Services' website. Colon
nade Drive from College Heights Bou-

also created an app. The app provides 
weather updates for main campus, 
South Campus and the three regional 
campuses. 

Neither of the apps are able to be ac
cessed through the iWKU app. Both 
weather services update Twitter daily 
with weather information. The apps are 

cording to business registration infor
mation filed with the secretary of state's 
office and confirmed by his Facebook 
profile, said he was one of the nine re
gional florists who has also been work
ing to shut down the Floral Shop. 

"You can blame anyone you want, 
truth is we all nine of us worked for the 
same goal. I have supported WKU since 
I went to school there in the early 70's, I 
will still support WKU, but a state fun[d) 
ed flower shop is just not right, however 
you cut it," Houk said in his comment. 

Roainn Ridley, the owner of Mack
enzie's Flowers in Bowling Green ac
cording to her Facebook profile, also 
confirmed she was one of the nine local 
florists who has been working to close 
the Floral Shop. 

"Those in leadership at WKU who 
are responsible for the difficult task of 
making budget cuts have the informa
tion needed to accomplish their goals," 
Ridley said in her comment. 

Because of WKU's current budget 
deficit, "the University determined that 

t 

levard to the Wetherby Administration 
Building will close this summer to allow 
construction to begin on the College 
Heights Foundation building. The FS2 
parking spaces on Avenue of Champi
ons will be converted to parallel parking 
spaces. FS3 parking in Adams Street Lot 
will only be available near the Suzanne 
Vitale Clinical Education Complex. 

Other changes for parking and trans
portation include the conversion of Bus 
No. 13 to a 100 percent biodiesel fuel 
bus. With the opening of Parking Struc
ture 3, the Red Line will no longer stop at 
the Downtown Parking Garage. 

News reporter Olivia Eiler can be 
reached at 270-745-6011 and olivia.ei
ler789@topper.wku.edu. Follow Olivia 
on Twitter at @oliviaeiler16. 

available for download on the Android 
and ros app stores. 

News reporter Camryn Smith can be 
reached at 270-745-6011 and camryn. 
smith295@topper.wku.edu. Follow 
Camryn Smith on Twitter at @camryn_ 
smith56. 

it is in the institution's best interest not 
to engage in a dispute with community 
business owners," and the WKU Floral 
Shop will close on May 6, the statement 
said. 

Skipper said in an email that there 
will not be a Request for Proposal re
leased regarding entering into a "pub
lic-private partnership that would al
low us to maintain the operation of the 
WKU Floral Shop." 

The WKU Floral Shop will complete 
any orders and services that have al
ready been arranged with the shop, ac
cording to the statement. 

Follow her on Twitter @emilydeletter. 
Print managing editor Monica Kast can 
be reached at 270-745-6011 or monica. 
kast187@topper.wku.edu. Follow her 
on Twitter at @monicakast_kast. Edi
tor-in-chief Andrew Henderson can be 
reached at 270-745-5044 or andrew. 
henderson@wku.edu. Reporter Emily 
DeLetter contributed to this story. 



-----m~----• • • _...,___,,......._, 9 '4 0 ♦ 4 P ; t 4 4 PS 04$$$0450 0 5 , o : : , 1 : a as s s a 1 t : a : t a t 5 : t 

A4 

OPINION 

TUESDAY, MAY 1, 2018 
WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 

EDITORIAL 

MA.RSUPI.AL AWARDS 
Recognizing the best and brightest in Bowling Green 

BY HERALD EDITORIAL BOARD 

HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU 

Quite a lot has happened across 
this great Commonwealth we call 
home, too much for any sane person 
to handle, honestly. That's why at the 
end of every spring semester, we here 
at the College Heights Herald have a 
tradition to give out awards recog
nizing some of the best and brightest 
this state, but more importantly this 
campus, has to offer: 

To the live bat that made its home 
here in the Student Publications Cen
ter for a couple of weeks, we give the 
Housing and Residence Llfe Cohab
itation award. Bat, if you're reading 
this, you don't have to go home but 
you can't stay here. 

We give the Workplace Sensitlvl
ty award to our football field's brand 
new scoreboard. Now everyone can 
see all 120 of the positions that were 
just eliminated in brilliant HD! 

To our outgoing editor-in-chief An
drew Henderson, we present the On
going Ridicule award, because ridi
cule every now and then just doesn't 
get the job done anymore. Like every 
editor-in-chief who has graduated in 
the past, we will lay him to rest in the 
Herald basement following the pub
lication of this issue. May his soul 
R.I.P. (Rest In Papercuts). 

Our not-so-family-friendly Gov. 
Matt Bevin is the proud recipient of 
the School's Out award. While Ken
tucky's teach1us may hate him. hQ 

can rest easy knowing the rest of the 

EMMA ABROAD 

state does too. 
To our friends at the Talisman, we 

present the Calves of Steel award. 
Though you may have bested us in the 
first Student Pubs kickball game, we 
take pride in the fact that everyone's 
forgotten about it by now. Also, we 
know you all let the bat in the office. 

To lifelong WKU fan Roger Osborne 
and his family, we give the WKU Bas
ketball Most Valuable Fan award. 
Thank you for allowing us to share 
Roger's story. 

We give The Greatest Showman 
award to the Student Government As
sociation for acting like a circus all 
semester. We haven't seen this many 
people talking about an old toad since 
President Donald Trump got elected. 

To U.S. Senator Rand Paul we award 
the WWE Smackdown award. If you 
ever get tired of running for President 
of the United States, feel free to give 
your neighbor a call so we can watch 
you two fight it out in Diddle Arena. 
We'll look into making it a swipeable 
event. 

We give RAW, the latest local busi
ness to make its way to the Bowling 
Green community, the Free Public
ity award. After a news story, a fea
ture and a positive restaurant review, 
we're running out of ways to cover 
you all that aren't stale. 

To Deborah Wilkins, we award 
$125 for every single records request 
we've made this semester that you're 
now charging us to print. Deborah, it 
seems we may have gotten off on the 
wrong foot and for that we'd like to of
fer our Sincerest apology. 

W)w-•s A IWGAP.OO'S MIOPJTI 
TYPI OF CLOrHNG? 

A JUMPSUIT 

We give the coveted S.S. Bankrupt
cy award to none other than former 
university President Gary Ransdell. 
We hope you '11 remember us fondly as 
you explore the seven seas while the 
university budget struggles to remain. 
afloat. 

To current university President 
Timothy Caboni, we give the Law and 
Disorder award for continuing the 
lawsuit against the Herald. We know 

ILLUSTRATION BY EMILY VOGLER • HERALD 

it's been a tough first year, but our 
lawyers would like to see their fami
lies again. 

To Sherry and Tracy, we give the 
Guardians of the Herald Galaxy 
award. You two are the only people 
stopping an entire army of bats from 
gaining control of the media and for 
that we thank you. 

To our loyal readers, thanks for fol
lowing us on this journey filled with 
lawsuits, powerful stories and pop
corn Mondays. We'll see you next 
time. 

Exploring the beauty of Las Catararatas del lguazU 
BY EMMA AUSTIN 

HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU 

There are only a few things on my 
official bucket list, and up next to 
riding in a hot air balloon, seeing 
Las Cataratas del Iguazu was there 
at the top. 

I remember looking at photos of 
the waterfalls for the 
first time in a Nation
al Geographic Travel 
special issue, but they 
felt as out-of-reach as 
views from satellites 
in outer space. When 
I started planning to 

Emma 
study abroad in Ar- Austin 
gentina a few years 
later, though, I began 
to hope I might actually see them in 
person. 

So, thanks to a little help from my 
generous parents (I promise I'll pay 
you back), I got to spend the last 
weekend of my semester in Argenti
na in Iguazu. Here are five thoughts 
that went through my head when I 
finally saw those waterfalls: 

Wow. 

Okay, so at first, I really had no 
words. I was just in awe. When 
you're looking down from the top 

CONTACT US 

0 
G 

• 

Advertising: 270.745.2653 
Editor: 270.7455044 
Opinion: 270.745.4874 
Newsroom: 270.745.6011 

herald.advertlsing@wku.edu 
herald.news@wku.edu 
herald.oplnion@wku.edu 

1906 College Heights Blvd 
#11084 Bowling Green, KY, 
42101-1084 

www.wkuherald.com 

of the waterfalls, you can't even see 
the bottom because of how far down 
it goes and how high up the mist 
sprays. I heard someone describe 
the visit as a spiritual experience, 
and it really was. You just can't look 
at something that naturally beauti
ful without feeling transcendental 
or thinking about something philo
sophical. 

There's noway Pocahontas would 
have survived thatJump. 

I couldn't stop thinking about 
Pocahontas the whole time I was at 
the falls and that iconic scene where 
she sings about the river bend and 
wonders what her future holds. 
About halfway through the song 
while she's paddling down the river, 
she really takes on that big waterfall 
in her little canoe like it's nothing. I 
kept picturing her going down one 
of the waterfalls at Iguazu, and I just 
can't see her making it to the bot
tom in one piece, let alone making 
a seamless transition back to pad
dling her canoe over the rapids like 
she does in the movie. Maybe that's 
why they haven't made a live action 
Pocahontas yet-no stunt double can 
live up to that white-water talent. 

Why do we so often name natural 
wonders after the devil? 

I feel like there are a lot of big, im-

DISCLOSURES 
REPORT AN ERROR 
herald.editor@wku.edu 
270.7455044 

pressive natural wonders named af
ter the devil, like every rock forma
tion ever. The border between Brazil 
and Argentina runs through the mid
dle of La Garganta del Diablo, or The 
Devil's Throat in English, which is a 
narrow chasm with falls plunging 
more than 300 feet. 

I guess it makes the places seem 

"So at first, I really had 
no words. I was just in 
awe." 

Herald Reporter 
EMMA AUSTIN 

more dramatic when you name them 
after a powerful evil, like "The Dev
il's Throat" sounds more impres
sive than "Cherub Falls." If these 
waterfalls were in Narnia, though, 
they would definitely be named after 
Asian, not the White Witch. 

I'm the worst. 

There are several species of but
terflies attracted to the small ponds 
surrounding the lguazu River, and 
this is what I thought when I acci
dentally stepped on one of them. It 
was so sad. 

OUR TEAM 

Actually, maybe Pocahontas had the 
right idea. 

I went on a study away trip a cou
ple of summers ago to San Fran
cisco with Alex Olson's Honors 251 
class, and while there, a few of us 
went out one foggy morning to ride 
bikes across the Golden Gate Bridge. 
Before we left, Dr. Olson warned us 
against some sort of urban legend 
he had heard that apparently people 
who walk across the bridge report 
having a sudden, inexplicable urge 
to jump off if they look over the edge. 

I never felt the desire to jump into 
San Francisco Bay on that bike ride, 
but, as I was standing at the top of 
The Devil's Throat, I really want
ed to know what it looked like from 
the bottom. Every so often the mist 
would clear enough to see the water 
at the base of the falls, and it really 
looked magical down there. Pretty 
good water pressure too, I bet, com
pared to what I've been getting from 
the hostel shower heads. 

No Disney princess had quite the 
natural oasis for a home as did Poc&
hontas. Canoeing and swimming 
under waterfalls and rainbows and 
singing about painting the wind 
seems like a good life to me. At least, 
before the white men came and ru'
ined everything. 
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Rochelle Turner wraps her only son's high school jacket around her body. Ricky Jones was murdered in April 2017 at the a9~ of 29. "At first I would look at other mothers who lost their sons and think their 
sons were into something and mine wasn't,• Smith said. •1 would think that maybe if my son was doing something wrong or died from a disease or committed suicide I would be able to find closure, but 
in any way I can't bring my son back." 

Deacon Tyrone Booker Sr. holds the obituary of his son, Tyrone 
Booker Jr., who was murdered on March 27, 2016. "I was mad. I was 
furious. I asked, 'God, why did you do this? Why did you let this 
happen?' Then he gave me my answer: because your son was in 
involved in the wrong things, so I had to get him out of it; Booker 
said. "You keep doing what you doing you will end up in some
one's grave site and now he's In someone's grave site.• 

• f his sons Craig Bland Jr., who was mur
Jraig Bland holds photos 0BI d who was murdered in 2015. "The 
, dered in 2012, and Toreze

1 
adn a' 'td •1 watched my wife Diana die 

, ' . d ns • B an s • 
streets ktlle my so ' my brother was murdered, my 

'ifrom cancer in front of my e;es~d now I have no more sons, no 
~wo nephews were murd;~e bae a lot of love in this house. That 
!llore children. There use 0 

love is gone now.* 

' 

Urdered in a drive-
. kson was m 

n saad1g Jae f the anger I let go 
Autour Love's son Javo 2016. He was 19. "All O oner didn't even 
by shooting on Dec. 1, w back Inside me. The .~0 ~

1 
left the streets 

when I was younger gr\ dead body,' Love sa1 All I can do now is 
lay a sheet over my son my past life lessons. ts won't give me 
for my son to learn from because the stree 

d f r answers, 
lay back, ask Go 0 

answers: 

LOST TO THE 

FarrlHieS-share'Qun violence impact 

Phyllis Murphy lost her son, Dejuan Porter, 15 years ago. "I only 
had one child. I didn't have grandchildren, he was murdered at 18. 
He was all I had/ Murphy said. "The day that young man took my 
son's life is the day I lost my life as well.* 

I 

PHOTOS & STORY BY MICHAEL BLACKSHIRE 

HERALD.PHOTO@WKU.EDU 

In cities like Chicago, Baltimore and Louisville, 
African-American men have become casualties of 
gun violence at an alarming rate. This portrait se
ries tells the story of 12 of the hundreds of African 
American males murdered in Louisville over the 
past three decades. All of them had families and 

. many other loved ones who they left behind. In a 
family tree, when a branch falls, that tree is never 
the same again. 

Phyllis Murphy lost her son for being at the 
wrong place at the wrong time. Her son DeJuan 
Porter was murdered a few days prior to him 
catching a bus to take classes at Job Corps. The 
year DeJuan Porter was murdered, there were 42 
homicides in Louisville. In 2017, there were 107 
homicides in Louisville, according to the Louis
ville Metro Police Department. 

Judy Wilkins, Jasmine Wilkins and Sherry Simmons hold the graduation picture of Gregory Wilkins, who was murdered on Nov. 26, 1996. 
•1 visit his grave once a week. I have been once a week for 21 years,' Judy Wilkins said. "The last thing I heard him say is take care of 
Jasmine, and let Sherry know that I love her, and that I love you, my brother and my dad. Then he was gone." 
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CLASSIFIEDS Shop Campus is the New Buy Local 
t l.t-.-.11inl .\d\'dli'-lll)-!, \l.11),1gl'I: \\'ill I !n,1gl.1nd 

hL·r.lld.ad\'l'rt hi ngl.i'\\·kt1.t.·du 
Sponsored content from The WKU Store 

FoR SALE 

The Great Escape Records & Comics. 
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, Records, Comics! Also, 

Dvds, Toys, CDs, CCGs, RPGs, more. 2945 Scottsville Rd 
(near Greenwood Mall) (270)782-8092. Open 7 days since 

1987. 

HELP WANTED 

Part time kennel assistant job available. Very flexible . 
hours to fit your class schedule. Kennel and grounds 

keeping activities. Contact Harold 270-881-2690. 

~ Homestead -----~--.,, ---:· ir • -1, ,. , t : 

1, 2, and 3-bedroom apartments. 2 and 3-bedroom 
houses. CALL US TODAY @ 270-782-1863. Check out 

our monthly move in specials. Homesteadrental.com 

BY MAX ZAMBRANO 

rrhe jingle of change dropping into do
nation jars is the embodiment of shop
ping local in action, and it is a sound 

often heard around The WKU Store. 
This semester, The WKU Store has part

nered with Aramark and the WKU Food Pan
try, operated by the Office of Sustainability, 
to further enhance their "Shop Campus" ini-

tiative. The shop campus movement means 
that money earned by The WKU Store is not 
just a profit for the university to support stu
dents, faculty and staff, but they also give 
back to the entire Bowling Green communi
ty. 

Sarah Sears, the marketing coordinator at 
The WKU Store, said, "Just the old fashioned 
loose change in a jar collection has allowed 
The WKU Store to give significant donations 
to a variety of charities and causes for at least 
the last 10years." 

Since its founding in 1923, The WKU Store 
has strived to invest back in the university 
and in the community. Purchases, including 
donations, are an investment into making 
WKU a better campus and Bowling Green a 
better city. 

Sears said in years past, The WKU Store 
has given donations to a variety of charities 
including Big Brothers Big Sisters, Habitat 
for Humanity, Kelly Autism, Toys for Tots 
and Bowling Green Parks and Recreation's 
Special Olympics. 

The new partnership with Aramark and the 
WKU Food Pantry Program has created the 
Feed a Friend Campaign, which is designed 
to help students eat at Fresh Food Compa
ny who otherwise couldn't afford the cost. A 
table is set up in front of Fresh on Fridays 
during lunch hours, and people are encour-

i: 
t 

aged "feed it forward" and donate money to
ward the purchase of a meal ticket for anoth
er student. 

Sears said the Food Pantry is a great re
source for students, but sometimes those 
students may feel isolated or embarrassed. 

"The WKU Food Pantry is constantly being 
stocked with canned food drives, and that is 
wonderful," Sears said. "However, we wanted 
to offer the students who come into the WKU 
Food Pantry an alternative to just leaving 
with a can of soup." 

The idea is that the students will not just 
have a can of soup they can eat in their res
idence hall, but also be able to eat with their 
friends at Fresh. 

"While we are a retail entity that seeks to 
bring a significant profit back to the univer
sity everyyear, we also understand that being 
a part of the student experience on campus 
allows us to offer helpful and unique support 
services - and more than that, we are able to 
build and strengthen relationships all over 
campus and Bowling Green in a way that hu
manizes the business with familiar faces and 
a sense of heart," Sears said. 

Students are encouraged to donate while 
selling and returning used books at the end 
of the semester. Jars can be found at the reg
isters in the store, where students can shop 
campus and feed it forward. 
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Former quarterback Mike White (14) talks to members of the media after the NFL Pro Day in LT. Smith Stadium. •1 think it went really well. I told the guys 
beforehand, 'lets have fun,'" White said. "When you have fun it takes your mind off the high pressure of these kind of situations." 

NEXT LEVEL 
Former Hilltoppers reach NFL dreams 

BY ALEC JESSIE 

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU 

A smile crept across Jerry Jones' face 
as he paused to pick-up the phone. 

The Dallas Cowboys owner was 171 
picks into the 2018 NFL Draft, but he 
seemed no less enthusiastic to call for
mer WKU quarterback Mike White. 

"We've been going over you here, 
but we're fixing to put your card in and 
make you a Dallas Cowboy," Jones said 
to White in a video posted on the Cow
boys' website. "It is a cotnplime_nt, and I 
can't imagine what it must feel like to be 
drafted in the NFL. But you've got some 
great things being said about you here." 

Jones' smile was mirrored by Cowboys 
head coach Jason Garrett as he took the 
phone to speak to White. 

"We're awfully excited to bring you 
in here." Garrett said. "South Florida's a 
nice place, but so is Dallas, Texas." 

White was one of two former Hilltop
pers to hear their names called during 
the third and final day of the NFL Draft, 
as linebacker Joel Iyiegbuniwe was also 
picked 115th by the Chicago Bears. 

Seen by experts as a Jong shot to get 
drafted, Iyiegbuniwe was-selected earli~ 
er than expected Saturday afternoon and 
became the sixth-highest draft pick in 
program history. 

As a four-year player and two-year 
starter, Iyiegbuniwe racked up 200 tack
les and 22.5 tackles for loss. He also reg
istered 6.5 sacks and forced three fum
bles. He led the Hilltoppers in tackles 
last season. 

ESPN projected Iyiegbuniwe to con-. 
tribute to special teams early on and had 
him ranked as the 27th-best linebacker 
in the draft. 

Iyiegbuniwe will have plenty of com
petition at the linebacker position for the 
Bears. With its first pick of the draft, Chi
cago snagged the top linebacker pros
pect in Georgia's Roquan Smith with 

the eighth overall pick. The former First 
Team All-American figures to start from 
day one. Seasoned veteran and former 
Super Bowl winner Danny Trevathan 
started 12 games for the Bears last year 
and also figures to have a firm grip on 
another linebacker spot. 

With the Bears running a 3-4 defen
sive scheme and Iyiegbuniwe slated 
to play inside linebacker, he will likely 
backup Smith, Trevathan and potentially 
other veterans during his rookie season. 
Special teams and possibly playing rota
tional snaps seem to be Iyiegbuniwe's 
best chance at getting on the field in 
2018. 

As for White, NFL.com projected that 
he would go in the third or fourth round, 
potentially coming off the board on day 
two. But he had to wait deep into the 
third day to hear his name called. De
spite that, he has now become the high
est-drafted Hilltopper quarterback in 

SEE NFL DRAFT • PAGE B2 

Board of 
Regents 
approves 
Collins' new 
contract 

BY TYLER EATON 

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU 
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Following an approval from the 
WKU Board of Regents, new WKU 
women's basketball coach Greg Col
lins is set to receive a $200,000 sala
ry in his new contract. 

Collins' contract is four years with 
a $200,000 annual salary, which was 
the same amount that former head 
coach Michelle Clark-Heard was mak
ing prior to her departure to Cincin
nati. The contract, which was signed 
by Collins on April 12, includes other 
benefits and bonuses, all of which 
were also included in Clark-Heard's 
contract. 

"It was a very seamless transition 
where our program is right now, hav
ing been to four NCAA tournaments 
in the past five years," athletics di
rector Todd Stewart said. "That is 
what that position warrants, and the 
role that Greg had on Michelle's staff 
during that entire time frame, I just 
felt that he was deserving of the exact 
same arrangement that she had." 

Clark-Heard's original salary at 
WKU was $150,000. She received a 
$50,000 raise in 2013 to increase her 
salary 33 percent. Stewart said that 
if Collins has early success as Clark
Heard did, WKU will have to try to 
do what's necessary to continue that 
success. 

"If you're only maintaining, you're 
falling behind, so we're going to have 
to continue to grow in every area of 
athletics, and certainly reward the 
people that are successful in growing 
those areas," Stewart said. "As time 
goes on, I would hope that that's an 
area we can grow it." 

As part of his benefits, Collins will 
receive four VIP football season tick
ets, six Red Towel women's basket
ball season tickets, six reserved seat 
women's basketball tickets and four 
tickets to NCAA Tournament games 
that the team participates in, per his 
contract. Collins will also receive one 
automobile for use "on a loan basis" 

SEE COLLINS CONTRACT • PAGE B3 

Athletics receives position, audit approvals from Board of Regents 

BY JEREMY CHISENHALL 

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU 

WKU athletic's had the appointment 
of seven new employees, as well as 
the raise of a current assistant coach 
and the approval of new women's 
basketball head coach Greg Collins' 
contract, approved at the last Board 
of Regents meeting. 

The seven positions included five 
assistant coaches, a new football 
strength and conditioning coach 
and a new assistant strength and 
conditioning coach. The total amount 
of approved salary proposals and 
raises is $553,016. 

New strength and conditioning 
coach Jason Veltkamp's $100,000 
salary coupled with Collins' $200,000 
makes up 54 percent of the total. 

"I feel really good about it," 
athletics director Todd Stewart said 
of the staff additions. "In the strength 
and conditioning area, we really 
like Jason Veltkamp. I mean for us 
to be able to have somebody with 
experience at the Power 5 level, and 
also the National Football League 
I think will be a huge asset to our 
program." 

Veltkamp and Collins' salaries 
were the only two six-figure salaries 
approved. Football assistant coach 
Maurice Crum had his raise of 
$25,000 approved, which brings his 
yearly salary to $75,000. The raise 
comes after Crum added co-special 
teams coordinator to his title during 
the spring practice season. The 
reasoning for his raise in the regents' 
agenda stated that he turned down a 

SEE ATHLETIC HIRINGS• PAGE B3 
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WKU Athletics Director Todd Stewart stands before the Board of Regents on Jan. 26. The Board ap
proved seven hirings and one raise for athletics on April 27. 

Order now 
at donatos.com 
----0/l----

with the Donatos app 

PROMO CODE: 243 

10%oFF 
WITH WKU ID 

WE ACCEPT BIG RED DOLLARS 

WE 
BOWLING GREEN 
270-715-5111 DONATos·, 

EAT·IN, PICK·UP OR DELIVERY 

861 Fairview Ave. Bowling Green, KY 

Tax and O.h,or, ertra. Not Vahd on aoy ou,,, otter o, catermc. 
Mention oflor when callinc. SHOW ATTIME Of PURCHASE 

.....____-...-. --- ---- -- - -



_, "..-v-' ..... '..,.,'_-- _, ....... ·- ----· ~··~-.--~- :::. 4 ¥ ¥$ t t t £ t I 1 & ii ii J i J !i -----i I 62 t t 
~ ~......,"V" ~ 

82 

NFL DRAFT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE Bl 

program history. 
White began his college career at South 

Florida before transferring to WKU for his 
final two seasons of college football. In his 
two seasons at WKU, he amassed 8,540 
passing yards and threw 63 touchdowns 
while averaging 316 passing yards per 
game. He went 17-10 as a starter at WKU. 

White garnered many honors during 
his time on the Hill, including being the 
2016 C-USA Newcomer of the Year and 
being named to the Davey O'Brien watch 
list and the Maxwell Award watch list 

ESPN ranked White as the ninth-best 
quarterback in the class and projected 
him as a likely NFL backup with upside 
due to his prototypical size and big arm. 

Currently, Dak Prescott has a strangle
hold on the starting job and is seen as the 
Cowboys' franchise quarterback. In his 
rookie season, he led Dallas to a 13-3 re
cord after the Cowboys previously went 
4-12. The young star quarterback isn't 
giving up his snaps anytime soon. White 
could certainly end up the backup quar
terback going into Week 1. He will battle 

FIND A 

HINT: r 
YOU CAN FIND ~ · 
MEATTHE ( 
BEST PLACE 
ON CAMPUS 
TO HAVE YOUR 

FIRST KISS 

SHABAN ATHUMAN • HERALD 

Former WKU linebacker Joel lyiegbuniwe (4) celebrates after sacking the Louisiana Tech quarterback 
during the Hilltoppers' 22-23 loss to Louisiana Tech University Sept. 16 at LT. Smith Stadium. lyieg
buniwe was drafted by the Chicago Bears in the fourth round. 

with Cooper Rush, who went undrafted in 
2017, for the backup spot. White figures 
to get plenty of snaps in the preseason 
while head coach Jason Garrett evaluates 
the position. 

While they did go undrafted, both 
tight end Deon Yelder and wide receiver 
Cameron Echols-Luper found their NFL 
homes on Saturday as well. 

The break-out star tight end will be 

.1811 
perkirtJ@rem1x.net 
hnperklnsrealestate.com 
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. . a mini-camp deal with the New 
s1grung 20 Saints- Yelder came into 17 hav-
Or}eans . cti b . not caught a pass in game a on, ut 
~ ke out with 52 catches, 688 yards and 
ro touchdowns. Yelder looks to contin-

seven . 
ue his momentum. from his Semor Bowl 

rti 
rmance with the Saints. The fonner 

peO . hat figh 
walk-on will once again ve o t to 
keep his professional football dreams 
ali After the departure of fonner start
. vetight end Coby Fleener, the starting 
;~t is wide open with just Josh Hill, John 
Phillips and Michael Hoomanawanui on 

the roster. 
Echols-Luper will head up north after 

agreeing to a mini-camp deal with ~e In
dianapolis Colts. Prior to transfemng to 
WKU this past fall, Echols-Luper attend
ed Texas Christian andArkanSas State. In 
his only season as a Hilltopper, he caught 
42 passes for 473 yards and four touch
downs. Echols-Luper will fight for snaps 
with a bunch of receivers in Indianapolis, 
most notably Pro Bowler T.Y. Hilton, Ryan 
Grant and Chester Rogers. 

Reporter Alec Jessie c,an be reached at 
270-745-6291 and ajessie97@gmail.com. 
Follow him on Twitter at @AlecJessie. 

::;n 1 

Historic Gem 
The Charles & Samara Stewart 
home is a landmark with a 
grandeur aH Its own. Orea 1879, 
located near Downtown/WKU, it 
features large rooms, hardwood, 
curved staircase, high ceilings, 
S fireplaces, courtyard and m 
this 38R (or 4), 3+ BA home is 
one of the most distinguished 
homes in Warren County 
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::-.:Hilltoppers finish regular season at Louisville 
. BY TORY BOWLING 

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU 

WKU track and field wrapped up its 
regular season this weekend at the 
Lenny Lyles/Clark Wood Invitational 
hosted by Louisville, where. WKU 
brought home 16 top-five finishes. 

Hilltopper seniors Jonathan 
Hayden and Julius Morris each 

, •, . earned two first place finishes for 
WKU. Hayden ran a 14.11 in the 
110-meter hurdles to take first place, 
while Morris ran a 20.45 in the 200 

. dash for first place. 
WKU succeeded in the relay events 

by finishing in the top three in four 
different events. In the 4xl00 relay, 
a team composed of juniors Austin 

·· Hayes and Kymari Gates along with 
seniors Morris and Eli Minor earned 
first place with a time of 39. 99 
seconds. The second team, made up 
of freshmen Alec Tanksley and David 
Sari.mi, along with juniors Will Bush 

· .: and Maor Seged, finished third with 
a time of 41.32 seconds. 

In the 4x400 relay, junior Oliver 
Alexandre competed with Tanksley, 

. Gates and Hayes to place second with 
• :, . a time of 3:13.16. Sophomore DenzE:l 

Villaman teamed up with Hayden, 

· . ATHLETIC HIRINGS 
·:.• CONTINUED FROM PAGE 81 

. ., .,._. competing job to take the raise, and 
;?~~~ that the raise didn't cost WKU any 
.r'..,-'.,· additional money when compared to 

replacing Crum. 
"[Crum] received an offer from 

another institution, he agreed to 
stay with a salary increase," the 
agenda stated. "The staff are being 
conscientious and backfilling 

· another staff position for significantly 
less tl_lan the prior person was paid. 
There is no net increase in total 
spending on salaries." 

Other athletics hires included 

Bush and Morris to finish third with 
a time of 3:14.77. 

Bush, Hayes and Gates finished 
second, third, and fourth in the 100 
dash. Bush clocked a time of 10.52 
seconds, just shy of his personal 
record of 10.51 seconds. Alexandre 
finished third in the 400, running 
a 47.98-second time. Bush finished 
fourth in the 200 dash with a time of 
21.44 seconds. 

WKU continued its strong showing 
as Tanksley placed fifth in the long 
jump with a personal record of 7.21 
meters. Senior Desmond Mobley 
earned fourth in the triple jump with 
a mark of 14.4 meters. 

Sophomore Taylor Scarbrough and 
freshman Alex Schell both recorded 
personal records in the 1,500 meter 
run with times of 4:02.30 and 
4:08.05, respectively. 

The Lady Toppers earned three 
top-four finishes for the weekend, 
led by senior Morgan McIntyre's 
tie for first place in the pole vault. 
After a jump-off, McIntyre tied for 
second with a mark of 3.87 meters. 
Freshman Nicole Ogorek placed 
third in the open pole vault with a 
jump of 3.57 meters . 

Junior Juannae Lewis placed 
fourth in the 200 dash with a time 
of 24.30 seconds. Senior Savannah 

Christopher Aninye as the new 
assistant strength and conditioning 
coach, and Tredell Dorsey, William 
Thomas, Matthew Mitchell, James 
Woods and Nigel Bigbee as assistant 
coaches. WKU President Timothy 
Caboni recommended the approval of 
all the staff appointments and raises, 
according to the regents' agenda. 

The athletics department had to 
eliminate six jobs in March as a 
result of the university's $15 million 
in budget cuts. Athletics' budget was 
cut by $1.3 million, which made up 8 
percent of the university's cuts. 

The board also approved WKU's 
third-party audit in compliance 
with NCAA bylaw 3.2.4.16, which 
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SHABAN ATHUMAN • HERALD 

Senior Morgan McIntyre eyes the bar during the Hilltopper Relays Friday, April 6 at the Rueter Track 
and Field Complex. WKU is preparing for the Conference USA championships on May 10-12. 

Ames notched a personal record and 
season best for WKU in the 1,500 
with a time of 4:34. 70. 

With the regular season coming 
to an end, WKU will now get two 
weeks of rest before heading to 
the Conference USA Outdoor 
Championships in Houston, Texas. 
The WKU men finished eighth 
in the indoor championships in 
February, where the women placed 

requires Division I universities to 
"submit financial data detailing 
operating revenues, expenses and 
capital related to its intercollegiate 
athletics program to the NCAA on 
an annual basis in accordance with 
the financial reporting policies and 
procedures," according to the NCAA's 
website. The audit was carried out by 
Crowe Horwath, LLP. Caboni also 
recommended the approval of the 
audit. The audit reported that WKU 
athletics maintained a balanced 
budget, both bringing in and 
spending $30.4 million during the 
year ended June 30. 2017. 

In addition, it was reported to 
the regents' finance and budget 

COLLINS CONTRACT 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 81 

from the university. 
For each year, a team academic 

progress rate of +940 will net Collins 
an additional 5 percent of his base 
contract, which would currently be 
$10,000. An additional bonus bf the 
same amount can be earned if the 
APR reaches +970. 

Collins will also receive a 5 percent 
bonus for each increase of 500 
tickets in women's basketball public 
season ticket sales over the previous 
year. Another five percent bonus can 
be earned each year if at least 1,500 
public season tickets are sold. 

Collins also has a chance to receive 
as many as five bonuses of $16,667 
each in performance incentives, 
which equals one month of his 
current salary. He will get that bonus 
for each of these accomplishments: 

•Conference Coach of the Year 
• Regular season conference 

championship or NCAA Tournament 

i. 

11th. McIntyre won the women's 
pole vault, as WKU took home five 
All-Conference honors in total. The 
C-USA Championships will take 
pl_ace May 10-13. 

Reporter Tory Bowling can be 
reached at 270-745-6291 and tory. 
bowling43 7@topper. wku. edu. 
Follow him on Twitter at @Tory_ 
Bowling24. 

committee that WKU was in 
compliance with NCAA bylaw 
20. 9. 9.3, which requires an average 
paid or actual attendance of 15,000 
spectators for football games over a 
rolling two-year period, according to 
the NCAA's website. WKU averaged 
15,706 spectators per game over its 
six true home games in 2017. 

Sports Editor Jeremy Chisenhall can 
be reached at 270-745-6291 and 
jeremy. chisenhal1921@topper. wku. 
edu. Follow him on Twitter at 
@]SChisenhall. 

appearance 
•NCAA Sweet 16 appearance 
•NCAA Final Four appearance 
•National Championship 
If Collins and the Lady Toppers were 

to reach all of these achievements, 
Collins' maximum payout would be 
$303,335. 

Collins' contract dictates that if he 
wants to pursue another coaching 
or sports-related job opportunity, he 
must notify and obtain permission 
from the athletics director. 

Collins' buyout is $250,000. If 
WKU terminates the contract without 
cause, the university will be required 
to pay Collins his buyout, or "an 
amount equal to the coach's base 
salary as of the date of termination, 
whichever amount is greater," per 
his contract. Collins would have to 
pay the same amount to WKU if he 
terminated the contract early. 

Reporter Tyler Eaton can be 
reached at 270-776-6797 and 
ty1ereaton1022@yahoo.com. Follow 
him on Twitter at @at_eaton 



84 
TUESDAY, MAY 1, 2018 

WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 

Hilltoppers drop crucial series against LA Tech 
BY MA TT STAHL 

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU 

WKU baseball dropped its weekend se
ries against Louisiana Tech at Nick Denes 
Field, despite several players finding their 
way offensively and having every chance 
to win on Sunday. 

The series, which could prove to be 
crucial in the Hilltoppers' quest to reach 
the Conference USA Tournament, fea
tured big offense in the first two games 
of the series and a close rubber game to 
wrap it up Sunday. 

"I really think it's important for them to 
keep the big picture in place," WKU head 
coach John Pawlowski said after the se
ries. "We don't want to get too far ahead 
of ourselves, we've got a lot of work yet to 
do." 

In the first game of the series, senior 
starting pitcher Ryan Thurston played 
a great game, going eight innings and 
only allowing one run while accumulat
ing nine strikeouts. Thurston now has 
287 strikeouts for his career, second in 
program history to Matt Ridings, who had 
354. 

The Hilltoppers got their offense roll
ing Friday, getting started in the bottom 
of the second when sophomore Ray Zu
berer III hit a solo home run. WKU then 
put four more runs on the board in the 
third, three of which came off a home run 
by junior catcher Colin Butkiewicz. 

The 5-0 score stayed the same until the 
sixth, when LA Tech got on the board with 
a solo home run by sophomore center 
fielder Parker Bates. The Bulldogs were 
unable to muster any more offense and 
the Hilltoppers added another run in the 
eighth to make the final score 6-1. 

Saturday's game was a different story 
for the Hilltoppers. LA Tech scored ear
ly and often, getting two runs in the first 
inning, three in the second and three in 
the third to open up an 8-0 lead. WKU put 
one run on the board in the bottom of the 
third as sophomore shortstop Kevin Lam
bert singled in junior third baseman Nick 
Brunson. 

The score remained 8-1 until LA Tech 
added one in the seventh and three in the 
eighth. WKU got three runs off a home 
run by senior infielder Steven Kraft, the 
tenth of his career. The Bulldogs added 
one more in the ninth to walk away with 
the 13-4 victory. 

-we had a grearwtn last n1gtn, a big 

win for us Friday night," Pawlowski said 
in a press release after Saturday's game. 
"Great to see what Steven Kraft did late in 
the game, but today, obviously we didn't 
play well enough to win." 

For Sunday's game, Pawlowski changed 
the top of the batting order, moving Kraft, 
who had been leading off for the Hilltop
pers to second in the order and making 
freshman right fielder Luke Brown the 
leadoff position 

"We hadn't been swinging the bats real 
well and Luke Brown's been doing some 
great things down there." Pawlowski said .. 
"We slid him up and put Krafty in the two
hole and just trying to create something, 
a little more flow in that line up." 

Kraft ended the day perfect at the plate, 
going 4 for 4 with two RBIs and two walks. 

"I was feeling pretty good," Kraft said. 
"I've been seeing the ball pretty good 
all year and I'm just not trying to do too 
much, just put good swings on the ball 
and let my bat do whatever it needs to do." 

"I really think it's 
important for them to 
keep the big picture in 
place, we don't want 
to get too far ahead of 
ourselves, we've got a 
lot of work yet to do" 

Head Coach 
JOHN PAWLOWSKI 

The game went 11 innings before LA 
Tech senior shortstop Dalton Skelton 
hit a solo home run off of WKU's senior 
closer Ben Morrison. The Bulldogs also 
added another run on a throwing error 
and the Hilltoppers were unable to score, 
dropping the game 4-2. 

The loss moves the Hilltoppers to 20-
23 on the year and 10-11 in the C-USA. 
WKU will play at Austin Peay on Tuesday 
before a weekend series at Charlotte. 

Reporter Matt Stahl can be reached at 
270-745-6291 and matthew.stahl551@ 
topper. wku.edu Follow him on Twitter at 
@mattstahl97_ 

FULL-TIME POSITIONS: 

Code Enforcement Inspector: 
Application Deadline: May 13 

PART-TIME POSITIONS: 

Recreation Staff Assistant II 
Equtpment Technician I 
Fitness Instructor 
Camp Counselors 
Summer Aquatic Positions 
Landscape Helper 
Golf Shop Attendants 
Police Cadet 

Softball Umpires 
Softball Scorekeepers 
Tennis Instructors 
Laborers 
Greens keeper 
Park Ranger 
School Crossing Guard 
Aerobics Instructor 

Interested applicants can apply online www.bgky.org/hr/jobs or 
at the computers in the Human Resources Department in City 
Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green. The City of Bowling 

Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Drug-Free 
workplace. 

Wwt<U. 
Potter College MAY 7 -11, 2 o 18 
of Arts & Letters 

~ 
JOIN US FOR FREE 

ANTI-STRESS ACTIVITlES 
DURING F1NALS WE.EK! 

• NEW! Audio Theatre 
• PCAL Pops 
• Giant Jenga 
• Coloring 
• Snacks 

FULL SCHEDULE AT! 
www.wku.edu/pca 1/stressbu ste r .php 

CHRIS KOHLEY • HERALD 

Freshman outfielder Luke Brown (22) runs to first base against the LA Tech Bulldogs on Friday, April 
27. Brown scored a run in the Hilltoppers' 6-1 victory at Nick Denes field. 

Wl(Ye . . 
The Graduate School 
Conqratufates Graduate Faculty 

memiers receiving 2018 Faculty Awards! 

Dr. Noah Ashley 
Biology - Research/Creativity Award 

Dr. Kirk Atkinson 
Information Systems - Student Advisement Award 

Dr. Reagan Brown 
Psychological Sciences- Teaching Award 

Dr. Monica Burke 
Counseling and Student Affairs - Student Advisement Award 

Dr. Jason Crandall 
Kinesiology, Recreation, & Sport - Research/Creativity Award 

Dr. Josh Durkee 
Geography & Geology- Public Service Award 

Dr. Kimberlee Everson 
Educational Administration, Leadership & Research -
Teaching Award 

Dr. Cheryl Hopson 
Diversity & Community Studies - Research/Creativity Award 

Dr. Xiaoxia S. Huang 
Teacher Education - Research/Creativity Award 

Dr. Thomas Kingery 
Agriculture - Student Advisement Award 

Dr. Ching-Yi Lin 
Music - Teaching Award 

Dr. Stephen Locke 
Economics - Teaching Award 

Dr. Ke Peng 
Modern Languages - Student Advisement Award 

Dr. Shane Spiller 
Management - Public Service Award 

Dr. Brad Stinnett 
Kinesiology, Recreation, & Sport - Public Service Award 

Dr. Rebecca Stobaugh 
Teacher Education -Public Service Award 

Mr. Joon Sung 
Art - Research/Creativity Award 

Dr. Leyla Zhuhadar 
Information Systems - Research/Creativity Award 
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KATHRYN ZIESIG • HERALD 

Sophomore Darinda Reddick, 20, has taken her hobby of creating art and turned it into a way to advocate for issues that matter to her. The focuses of Reddick's art are feminism, political and social issues 
and supporting black women. •1 always try to represent black art, because most black art doesn't get represented a lot in the media especially black women and who we are_. beautiful, smart and inde
pendent: Reddick said. 

SPEAl<ING VOLUMES 
Student uses art to illustrate past, 

SY JULIE SISLER 

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU 

Sophomore Darinda Reddick's goal 
is for her art to "speak volumes," and 
her most recent piece, "The Revolution 
Will Not Be Televised" did just that. 

"Darinda's art realism piece puts 
wounded black bodies on full display 
to publically call out the social injus
tices and disregard shown for black life 
across the long history of slavery, Jim 
Crow segregation and police brutality 
in our own time," associate professor 

present and future 
of African-American studies Andrew 
Rosa said. 

Reddick said she usually does paint
ings that reflect themes of black femi
nism and black beauty. 

"The way the media portrays black 
women is that they're ugly or weak," 
Reddick said. "I try to portray black 
women as kind, calming, generous, 
humble and as beautiful as they are." 

Reddick said she transfers those 
ideas to her representation of Afri
ca. She illustrates the idea that Africa 
is the motherland and tries to convey 
the connection between the beauty of 
Africa and the beauty in every black 

woman. 
For her latest piece, however, Red

dick drew inspiration from black men 
and something she said isn't as beau
tiful: the abuse of black men's bodies. 

"Black people's bodies are being tar
geted in society," Reddick said. "This 
still happens. This isn't anything new." 

Reddick said she has lately been 
moving toward more political art, 
which she said she believes is the best 
way for her to be passionate about her 
art and allow hetvoice to be heard. 

Reddick decided to bring. a painting 
entitled "Black Body" to life through 
the use of makeup and latex in the 

form of "The Revolution Will Not Be 
Televised," a realism piece featuring 
three black men, each shirtless, with 
a different form of brutality shown on 
their back: gunshots, whip marks and 
branding using makeup-and-latex. 

The title comes from the 1970 song 
by Gil Scott-Heron, which Reddick 
said resonates with her beliefs that the 
world is changing now and needs to be 
more than just on TV: it needs to be live 
and present in everyone's life. 

"While the seemingly endless stories 
of men like Trayvon Martin, Alton Ster-

SEE REDDICK• PAGE A2 

_Local campaign aims to show uniqueness of BG 
. 
13Y LAUREL DEPPEN 

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU 

Keep BG Weird, a campaign that has 
now become a brand, is gaining atten
tion in the Bowling Green community. 

"I'm weird," Sydney Doose wrote in 
a direct message from Keep BG Weird. 
"You're weird. Let's be weird together." 

The campaign was inspired by sim
ilar "weird" campaigns in Louisville 1 

and Austin, Texas. The mission of 
Keep BG Weird is to celebrate local ar
tisans, restaurants and eclectic shops 
- everything that makes Bowling Green 
unique. 

Brad Anthony, originally from Mis
sissippi, is one of the founders of the 
campaign. He recalled what he re
ferred to as a "coffee shop meet and 
greet" with several other men, includ
ing Bowling Green local Derek Sabis
ton. Anthony said Sabiston brought up 
the idea of starting the campaign. 

"Just to kind of embrace where our 
city was going," Anthony said. "He felt 
like there was a lot more artists pop
ping up, that the downtown area was 
starting to be more stimulated than 
before." 

Anthony said they wanted to cele
brate a "new energy" that local busi
ness and artists represented. He said 
they wanted to provide these artisans 
with a club for them to be a part of. Lat
er, the idea became a brand. 

Anthony said Sabiston drew a ver
sion of the fountain in Fountain Square 
Park and made the design into stickers. 
After that, Anthony said he decided to 
order the design on pint glasses. The 
brand now sells stickers, lapel pins, 
shirts, mugs and glasses. 

Doose is studying corporate com
munications and marketing. She works 
for Keep BG Weird as a WKU represen-

LYDIA SCHWEICKART • HERALD 

The local based campaign, Keep BG Weird, aims to celebrate the unique nature and diversity of 
Bowling Green. "We love that this city is a weird small melting pot and that you can take a bike ride 
down the street and see some crazy stuff: Brad Anthony, co-founder of Keep BG Weird, said. 

tative. She said she spends her time 
promoting the brand on social media 
and in person by engaging with stu
dents and asking them what they think 

about the brand. 
Though she was born in New Mexi

co, Doose said she moved to Bowling 
Green when she was five and considers 

it her hometown . 
Doose said even though she's lived 

in Bowling Green for most of her life, 
she still sees things she's never seen 
before. She emphasized that not every
one can say that about where they live. 

"If you dig deep enough, you can 
find some really crazy and amazing 
things," she said. 

Anthony said that one of his main 
goals for the campaign is to encourage 
people to stay in Bowling Green. An
thony included himself in that group. 
He said he lived in Louisville for five 
years before returning to · Bowling 
Green. 

Now in his thirties, he said he wants 
to stay here. 

"I was part of it," Anthony said. 
"Something about this city, nobody 
sticks around . . . they would do their 
three or four years here and contrib
ute and stimulate, and right when it 
seemed like there was hope, they would 
just take off. I've never been able to fig
ure out what tllat is." 

· Anthony also emphasized that he 
wanted the campaign to teach peo
ple what was cool. He said that sever
al members of the original group that 
started the campaign were fathers. 

"We wanted to teach dads how to be 
cool." Anthony said. "We wanted to tell 
guys that just because you're 35, you 
don't have to be corny, you can still be 
super cool.'! 

Anthony emphasized that to him, 
Bowling Green is cool. He said he had 
no idea the city would be so special to 
him. 

"I like Bowling Green," he said. "It's 
cool. It's weird. I want to see where it 
goes. I want to be a part of it." 

Features reporter Laurel Deppen can 
be reached at 270-745-6291 /U}d lau
rel.deppen 77 4@topper.wku.edu. 
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Bowling Green resident ·builds set of leather armor -~ 
th rworking, Williamson and Boo-

BY LAUREL DEPPEN 

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU 

Bryce Booher, a student at Southcen
tral Kentucky Community and Techni
cal College, has a passion for working 
with leather. 

Booher connected his interest in 
leatherworking to his great uncle who 
currently has a private shop where 
he builds supplies for horses such as 
saddles and harnesses. Booher said he 
learned a lot of his skills from his great 
uncle. 

Booher described his craft as malc
ing useful stuff. He said he enjoys 
leatherworking so much because he 
is able to make functional and useful 
items. He made his first piece, a belt, 
at a scouting camp when he was 13. 
He has made several other types of 
items including key fobs, bookmarks, 
cellphone cases and wallets. Booher's 
largest work is a full set of armor. 

During a trip to Utah, Booher said 
he stopped by a leather store where he 
met a man who owned a business that 
sold armor. He said that after talking 
with the owner, he took leather armor 
crafting lessons with him. 

Making armor wasn't a new concept 
for Booher. He said he'd made a metal 
set of armor in the past. 

Booher's leather armor set includes 

about 10 parts, including a helmet, 
which he said he was the proudest of. 
He called the helmet an afterthought, 
but he said the piece felt ·weird" or in
complete without it. 

•That was the thing that I thought 
turned out to be the coolest of every
thing," Booher said. "It's the one that I 
enjoy looking at most." 

Booher said the armorwas not made 
to represent a style from any particu-

Central Leathercrafters Guild. Accord
ing to its website, the organizatio~·s 
goal is to promote leathercraft while 
promoting its members and encourag-
ing people to try it. 

Booher said he found a sense of 
comradery with people who w~rk ~th 
leather. He said he's able to identify 
people who share his dedication to the 
craft. 

"It's specialized enough that you're 

•it's specialized enough that you're not going to find 
it walking down the street so much, but the amount 
of people who have had an amount of experience in it 
makes it feel general in a way that you're not alone." 

Student at Southcentral Kentucky Community and Technical College 
BRYCE BOOHER 

lar time in history, but it was based off 
of pieces of fantasy fiction including 
"Lord of the Rings," a series Booher 
said he was a fan of. 

Booher said the piece took about 70 
hours to malce, not including the time 
it took him to make the patterns for the 
leather. 

Booher is a member of the South 

not going to find it walking down the 
street so much," he said. "But the 
amount of people who have had an 
amount of experience in it makes it 
feel general in a way that you're not 
alone." 

Ben Williamson said he has been 
friends with · Booher for about two 
years. Though he doesn't practice 

lea e . t t • 
h Ve a common m eres m armor, 

her a . al 
as Williamson works with met . 

Williamson was a memb~r of a group 
th t Booher said helped him get start-e: racticing his craft. , 

•itwas a little group for guyswho_had 
trouble getting up and domg thmg~ 
that they've always wanted t~ do, bu! 
they always sit on the couch mstead, , 

Booher said. 
Williamson said he offered Booher 

encouragement to purs~e wh~t he. 
ted Williamson descnbed him as 

;~~ivat.ed but he just needed that "lit-
tle push" to get it done. . 

Booher has plans of making a sec
ond set of armor that he intends to sell 
if it's successful. 

"[Leatherworking is] one of the few 
areas of my life where I can take ~ome
thing that I imagine_ up .. ~d bnng it 
into existence," he srud. With leather,, 
that's where I found my greatest ~apac
ity to talce what I design and thmk up 
and create it. That's one of the draws 
for me and why I continue to keep 
up with it and learn more. It'_s on~ of
the things that brings me satisfactiot1 
whenever I look at what I've made or 
can make and have it be useful." 

Features reporter Laurel Deppen c~ 
be reached at 270-745-6291 and lau
rel.deppen 77 4@topper.wku.edu. 

KentuCky Museum hosts statewide art program 
BY JULIE SISLER 

HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU 

Though art is primarily seen as an 
individual activity, the Kentucky Mu
seum's exhibit, Side By Side, shows 
how art can come out of a partnership. 

The Side by Side exhibit features art
work created by young artists with dis
abilities and local artists. It will be on 
display until June 30, according to the 
Kentucky Museum's website. 

Kentucky Museum artist-in-resi
dence Lynne Ferguson has been work
ing wiill.~\<!~. J_\y Side for 16 years and 
said the exhibit is a great experience 
in community building. 

"The museum opens their door to an 
underserved population of youth who 
find ~cceptance and coll)1l1unity at the 
museum, WKU and with the communi
ty of local artists," Ferguson said. 

Ferguson said this ,year's featured 
artists include WKU student Jensine 
Robinson, who served along with nine 
other professional artists in mentoring 
18 young artists. 

"The SBS exhibit is a collection of 
works created in a workshop as collab
oration with local artists and a selec
tion of special needs kids who have a 
passion for art," Robinson said. "These 
kids were chosen because they attend
ed an art camp hosted at WKU over the 
summer." 

The selected students then embark 
on a mentorship oriented experience 
to help them grow as artists. 

Ferguson said students take multi
ple classes that talce place at the mu
seum. After those classes, they have 

REDDICK 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE C1 

-ling and Philando Castile planted the 
seeds for this display, Darinda's work 
digs deep into the nation's past to re
mind us of the persistent vulnerability 
of black life and, by extension, the un
finished project of democracy's recon
struction in America," Rosa sai!'.l. 

Freshman Austin Brown bore whip 
marks, which Reddick said is represen
tative of the days of slavery and how 
black bodies were abused then. 

Brown said he sees the lash marks as 
a sign of brutality from the past, where
as the gunshot marks show the brutal
ity that takes place in today's society. 

Reddick agreed, saying that the 
abuse is not over but has evolved from 
whips and brands into guns and insti-

one-on-one sessions with local artists. 
During these sessions, the students 
can collaborate on individual and sep
arate pieces. This gives students the 
opportunity to learn more about col
laborative art, as well as gain exposure 
to local artists and learn from having a 
professional artist as a mentor. 

At the exhibit, student artwork is pre
sented alongside the artist's work and 
the collaborative pieces that they did 
together. Featuring the art in this way 
gives students a unique opportunity to 
not only work with professional artists, 
but also be presented with them. 

Side By Side is a statewide program 
through VSA Kentucky, which has a 
partnership with the Kentucky Muse
um. 

"It is designed to offer a creative 
outlet for students, reinforce inclu
siveness and positive self-image and 
highlight the importance .of atts edu
cation in the development of our young 
people," Ferguson said. "Additionally 
students have the opportunity to work 
alongside a community of professional 
artist[s] and see theirwork exhibited at 
the Kentucky Museum." 

As one of the mentoring local artists, 
Robinson said she worked with two 
kids, each for about an hour and a half. 

".I thought it would be important for 
them to have as much freedom as pos
sible ~o express tbenisfilves," Robinson 
said. "So we started ~th a blank'can
vas and fingerpainted any colors they..• 
wanted, then we grabbed anything else 
in the room we could find like ribbon, 
plastic wrap, tape, sponges, etc." 

Robinson says that she hopes stu
dents she mentored learned that ev
erything and anything can be consid-

tutionalized oppression. 
"I was trying to grasp the concept 

that history repeats itself," Reddick 
said. 

She said that people will argue that 
racism is over or that black people ar
en't abused or in danger anymore, but 
that's not true. 

"For me, seeing it as just a scar is 
disempowering, so I look at it more like 
a birthmark for all of us,· Brown said. 
"We were born with and made with the 
struggles of our past. As ugly as it is, 
it's part of what makes us who we are." 

Brown said the production of the 
piece was extremely important and he 
was honored to be a part of the piece. 

"We are the voice of the future,· 
Reddick said. "It's our job to speak up, 
whether that's through a speech or art 
or writing. But you have to say some-

Luxurious student living 

TYGER WILLIAMS • HERALD 

The Side by Side exhibit at the Kentucky Museum features artwork created through the partnership 
of you,,, artists with disabilities and local Bowling Green artists. 

ered art. 
"The most important thing is proba

bly that art can be· just as much about 
playing around as it can be about seri
ous contemplation," Robinson said. 

Robinson also has two solo pieces on 
display, a fingerpainting and a mono
type print composed of dirt and plant 
material. 

Ferguson and Robinson both see 
major- reasons to attend the exhibit. 
For Ferguson, she says that students 
should attend the exhibit in order to 
be inspired. Robinson hopes attendees 
will learn about the artists from their 
work: 

"See the variety of styles and artworks 

thing. Don't stay silent." 
Reddick said he' finds that though it 

can be difficult to speak up, it's what's 
necessary in order to spark progress, 
which all begins with a djscussion. 

"It's okay to start a discussion, and 
it's okay to be uncomfortable," She 
said. "Being uncomfortable is how we 
get comfortable." 

She said that though the piece's re
sponse was overwhelmingly positive, 
she knows that it made some people 
uncomfortable, acknowledging that 
some people wouldn't like it or would 
even hate it. Her goal was to get every
one who saw it to form their own opin
ion of the piece and really just think 
about it. 

Reddick said he also wanted to pres
ent a piece that supported the black 
community, something that Brown 

' 

displayed," Robinson said. "There's so 
much personality in each piece." 

Ferguson also believes that attend
ees can talce away a major lesson both 
in and outside of art. 

"I hope people will recognize that a 
person's creative spirit is not limited 
by ability but by opportunity and ac
cess," Ferguson said. "With Side by 
Side we try to get rid of those limita
tions and show the beauty in the work 
created." 

Features reporter Julie Sisler can be 
reached at 270-745-6291 andju1ie.sis-
1er389@topper.wku.edu. Follow Julie 
on social media at @julie_sisler. 

said she achieved. 
"I ~hink really highly of Darinda for 

creating something that strengthened 
the black community and bridged the 
gap between us and the other racial 
groups on campus," Brown said. 

!osa echoed the statement. 
. T?e Revolution Will Not Be Tele

;se~ announces the arrival of an in-
redi~ly talented and versatile artist 

who is committed to transforming the 
wo~ld through sparking thought and 
!c~on around images that evoke suf-
.1ermg strug l . 
d 

' . g e, and hope m a better 
ay commg, he said." 

Features report J . 
reached at 270-er ulie Sisler can be 
ler389@to 745-6291 andjulie.sis
on social !p'::.wku.~d~. Follow Julie 

e a at @julie_sisler. 



TUESDAY, MAY 1 2018 
WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY §:offege~eig§ts ~erofb LIFE C3 

Professional wrestling course to return to WKU 
B\'.' DRAKE KIZER . 

~ERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU 
built-in viewing lab will last from 5:30 
to 8:15 p.m. Ford said that similar 
classes in film studies inspired him 
to have a weekly viewing lab packaged 

Next fall, WKU will offer a s . with this course. 
tdpi<:s class in the popular c~:~~~ "It's hard to study and talk about pro 
studies program The s b' t wrestling without watching pro wres-
f th · u ~ec matter tl· 0 e. course, POP 399: Professional Ing performances," Ford said. "Our 

Wrestlmg and Popular Culture will time in the viewing lab will mostly be 
~l~ow students to grapple with Amer- spent watching wrestling matches and 
•~an pop culture in ways they haven't discussing how the performance has 
before. changed over time. In that way, it will 

The class will be taught by Sam Ford be very much like studying any type of 
a 2005 ~U graduate and adjunct in~ performance art." 
~tructor m the Popular Culture Stud- Many students who have taken 
ies program. During his time at WKU Ford's classes in the past had no prior 
F?rd wa~ an Honors student and did experience with pro wrestling, which 
his thesis on professional wrestling. was fine with him. Ford said that hav
~ord has been a fan since he was a kid ing a diverse group of students is one 
m the early 1990s, but said his interest of the things he enjoys most about 
in the sport's scholarly potential began teaching the professional wrestling 
later on. class in particular. His main hope is 

· "When I came to WKU, it was a time that this upcoming offering will attract 
where we talked about the changes in students from many different majors 
th~ media industry," Ford said. "I was around WKU. 
a journalism major, and while a lot of "If you are studying popular culture, 
journalism ~tudents were trying to fig- it might be something that fits into 
ure out their futures, I was fascinat- your major course of study," Ford said. 
ed by pro wrestling. I was watching it "It could also just be an interesting 
build new business models and really elective for people who come from a 
adapt well to a digital age I b major that's far field from wrestling. In 
interested in studyi •t fu, srtoh ~came the past, students have brought their 

ng l er. f rt· b th' Ford has taught ~ own areas o expe 1se to ear on 1s 
courses on pro1es- ' h' h' h 

sional wrestling twice before at WKU, clommon ~ ltng, ~ IC" has made the 
in• the spring 2005 and fall 2014 se- c ass ~ery m erestmg. 
mesters. In spring 200?, he also taught mWh1te Hous~, Tennessee, sopho-
a version of th 1 t MIT h'l h ore Rachel Tidwell said she would 

e c ass a w 1 e e t b . t t d . taki th' 
was finishing his master's degree. Ford no em eres e m ng •~ course 
S.,;d h · •t d t t h th 1 next semester because her maJor, cor-.... e 1s exc1 e o eac e c ass . . . 

. . . . ' porate and orgamzahonal commum-
wh1ch wlll be very s1mllar to its previ- t' d tall h h fl · ., . . ca ion, oes no ow er muc exi-
o\ts mcamations, for the first time in b'l'ty ~ tr l t· H h ~f.u 1 1 1or ex a e ec 1ves. owever, s e 
l'y r years. h d ·t· th' b WK . "Th 1 •n b 1 ki a pos1 1ve mgs to say a out u 
· t h~ ct ass Wif Ame . 00 ng at

1
the re- offering a course on professional wres-

c!ln 1s ory o encan popu ar cul- tling. 

t~~ thr?:~h the ~ens of pro wrestling," "I think it is great that WKU would 
~ sai . We will have a set of read- branch out and have a class on profes
mgs e~eryweek that~ll be looking ?t sional wrestling," Tidwell said. "Col
~te~th?g from a variety of academic lege should be about studying fun and 
di:i,ciplme~ to help us bette~ under- cool things students are interested in 
sland ~e mdustry. The goal is to use besides just purely academic subjects. 
\frestlmg as a semester-long case Pop culture is a huge part of people's 
study ~o understand how pop culture lives, and I believe it would be enter
'!'orks., . taining to learn about the depth of this 
: :Ford s class wlll meet once a week brutish form of entertainment." 
or) Monday evenings in Jody Richards 
a~n. Each session will begin with a 
l<tfture that lasts from 3 to 5 p.m. After 
:tio-minute dinner break, the course's 

Connor Frederick, a sophomore so
cial media marketing major from Bar
bourville, has had Ford as a teacher 
jn the past. H~ took Igtroductioµ ta_ 

MICHAEL BLACKSHIRE • HERALD 

Sam Ford is a graduate of WKU and professor teaching the new pop culture class Profeuional Wres
tling and Popular C1,1lture. Ford said he draws on his experience both working In and studying the 
media industries in his classes. "This class will focus on what the evolution of performance, story• 
telling, and media production in pro•wrestling tells us about our culture and ourselves: Ford said. 

Popular Culture with Ford his fresh
man year. Frederick said he is very in
terested in taking this course not only 
because he is a life-long professional 
wrestling fan, but because he enjoyed 
Ford's teaching style. 

"I really enjoyed my time in his class 
because his classroom is open to ideas 
and opinions," Frederick said. "I al
ways looked forward to our open dis
cussions and the interesting examples 
he used. As a previous student. I would 
recommend this course to anyone be
cause you can implement knowledge 
of how pop culture works into whatever 
field you may be going into." 

Ford has been writing and speaking 
about what can be learned from study
ing professional wrestling for years, 
and he said that he has faced some 
criticism along the way. On his person
al blog, one man called MIT offering 
a class on professional wrestling "the 
undisputed end of higher education." 

Despite some negativity, Ford's pro
fessional wrestling classes have also 
been mentioned in lists from Buzz
Feed and Mental Floss about intrigu
ing college courses. The class' crown-

ing achievement came on July 9, 2014, 
when it was the answer to a question 
on "Jeopardy. n 

To Ford, the attention his classes 
have gotten in the past shows that pro 
wrestling is often hard for people to 
wrap their heads around, which means 
it should be thought about and critical
ly examined rather than marginalized. 
Ford said he hopes to show students 
how they can utilize something they 
likely do not take very seriously to fur
ther their knowledge of pop culture. 

"If a lot of people spend their very 
fleeting spare time watching men and 
women oil their bodies up and pretend 
to hurt each other, that's fascinating 
and worth studying," Ford said. "Our 
culture is facing questions that go far 
beyond the ring, but pro wrestling can 
be used to help understand very seri
ous topics, such as racial stereotypes 
and representation of women in the 
media." 

Features reporter Drake Kizer can be 
reached at 270-745-2653 and cHnton. 
kizer287@topper.wku.edu. Follow 
Drake on Twitter at @drakekizer_. 
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REDUCE YOUR FINANCIAL STRESS 
4 SMALL THINGS YOU CAN DO THIS SUMMER TO SET YOURSELF UP FOR FINANCIAL SUCCESS 

BY: AUGUST HEMMERICH WWKY 
Financial Wellness Conseulor, WKU Center for Financial Success 
AUGUST.SNELBAKER-HEMMERICH189@TOPPER.WKU.EDU 

CENTER for FINANCIAL SUCCESS 

Finals are over and soon you'll be heading off 
, for a summer of adventure. Many of us 
~evolve our summer around earning money 
and trying to stockpile money to pay for fall 
expenses. 

Here are four simple things that you can do to 
reduce your financial stress for the fall semes
ter and manage your hard-earned summer 
cash effectively. 

· t. Write down your goals . 
Your financial success starts by defimng what 
you want to achieve. 

Start b listing your financial obligations. 
This i:Cludes your rent, utilities, monthly 
. fi d ds monthly transportation needs, and 

oo nee ' differ 
other expenses. These expenses may 

d c. 11 so you may need to between summer an ia , . 
list these out separately. _Also mclude 

· the hst such as car non-monthly expenses m ' . 
Only pay semi- annu-insurance that you may h-

, ally, and break these into manageable mont 

ly expenses. 

· . our other fmancial goals. 
Next, wnte out Y 'fi measurable 
These goals s~o~ld be ~pee: 

1
~

0
u may wan; 

attainable, realistic, and ttme ~U Tuition in 
io pay for your Fall ;~: ~e a spring break 
cash, or you may wan also set a goal, 
trip in Spring 20~9· You ::onth toward old 
Such as to commit $SO P 1 are personal, so 
student loan debt. Thes::~:o sreflect on where 
)'OU should take a mom tak you in the next 
you·want your money toh :se this informa
~clhetnic year. You ca~~ e:udget. The word 
iion to set up a wor~ . g idating, but it is a 
l'budget" can sound intim , 

GO 

key to helping you to prioritize your money, 
stop overspending, and save for the future. If 
this overwhelms you, the Peer Financial 
Counselors at the WKU Center for Financial 
Success (CFS) are here to help. 

2. Calculate how much you need to work 
Now that you know how much money you 
need to make your goals a reality, calculate 
how that translates to your work schedule. 
You can simply take the amount of money 
you need and subtract any money you already 
possess to put toward that balance. Then, take 
th~s new amount and divide it by your 
estimated after-tax wage. 

This will give you how many hours total you 
need to work to achieve your goa! and then 
you can see how you ·can work those hours! 
Knowing your goals can increase your moti
vation to work, and budgeting helps you to 
retain that hard-earned money. Our Peer 
Financial Counselors at the WKU CF~ are 
trained to help you make these calculations. 

3. Attack your student loan debt 
The first step is to find your loan servicer. You 
can use the National Student Loan Data 

System through the Federal Student Aid web
site to find that information. Once you know 
your loan servicer, you can view your balanc
es and see any interest that has accrued. If you 
have extra money, or extra time to earn 
money, you could put that toward your debt! 
Our counselors can help you locate this infor
mation. 

4. Check your credit score 
Your credit is an important part of your finan
cial health. -It only takes a few minutes to set 
up an account with CreditK.arma.com, and 
you can monitor your credit score and see 
recommendations for improvement online or 
using their mobile app. Credit Karma shows 
you two of the three credit bureaus score, 
whereas other services typically show only 
one. 

You also can take the opportunity to run your 
credit report. You get one free report per year 
from each credit bureau. You can do that at 
annualcreditreport.com, and use it to ensure 
that there is no fraudulent or inaccurate activi
ty on your credit report. 

This post was brought to you by a founding 
sponsor, Service One Credit Union in partner
ship with the WKU Center for Financial 
Success. WKU CFS Financial Counselors 
offer peer-to- peer financial guidance to 
students and can be booked for speaking 
engagements on fmancial literacy topics. 
Service One Credit Union offers private 
student loans, savings/online banking to track 
spending, and free ACH account to account 
transfers,,lmong other things. 
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A BANNER VEAR 
FOR THE STUDENTS OF WKU STUDENT PUBLICATIONS 

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO OUR STUDENTS 

TAllll4MI ...... -,,CIIM ... .,.. 

TALISMAN --
2017VURIIOOK 
PACaMAKDAWARD 

,-,._.,..., .-.rd flom Auoclat..i COiiegiate Press Is 
the n11tlon's top honor for student-run media. WKlls student 
publlcatloN)USI btought home three. plus. fourth flnallsl 
We're noN home toll "-llln - • for the Talllman 

andll for the College Heit,htl Henlcl. 

c.i.-.lallol• on •Job w.11 cloM,,.., after yaar1 

WWl(J!~~nM 

COLD CROWN 
IN ITS FIRST YEAR AS A HYBRID 

MAGAZINE AND WEBSITE, 
TALISMAN WINS TOP HONORS 

FROM 
COLUMBIA SCHOLASTIC 

PRESS ASSOCIATION. 

TALISMAN 
THE TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE CONTINUES 

ONE DIFFICULT AND CONTROVERSIAL STORY. 
FOUR INDEPENDENT NATIONAL CONTESTS. 

FOUR FIRST-PLACE FINISHES. 

....,. ,_.,.,., ....... .,.....,...VIIAa .,... 
C:SU. ... SAI tat INVUnllAfflllffOllV 

llffl .. ...,....,..,.,. --- ...... IP3 REGION 5 IN•DEP11t n-,iNG 

~«to, ~eto,ts ~emro 
EXCEUENT COll£CtATEJOURNALISM. EXCELLENT JOURNALISM. PERICO 

wtNNIJIOFllNATIOfiilALMCaMAKUAW.uDI 

FIRST-PLACE NATIONAL AWARDS 
FOR COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD 
AND TALISMAN STAFFERS · 

FIRST-PLACE STATEWIDE AWARDS FOR THE COLLEGE 
HEIGHTS HERALD, INCLUDING CENERAL EXCELLENCE 

FOR NEWS COVERAGE AND ADVERTISING 

I 'GGNCRATULATIONS 
TO OUR 2017-18 GRADUATES 

Adeleke Ademuyewo 
Kelly Burgess 
Sarah Cahill 

Ambriehl Crutchfield 
Michael DiMeo 
Rachael Doyel 
Hunter Frint ... . 

Helen Gibson 
Graham Goins 

Lashana Harney 
Andrew Henderson 

David Hormel I 
Julie Hubbell 

. Sarah Jasper 
Emily Johns 

Kalyn Johnson 
Matt Johnson 
Bailey Jordan 
Brook Joyner 
Monica Kast 
Micayla Kelly 

Carly Matthews 

Hannah McCarthy 
Erick Murrer 

Angela Payne 
Rachel Phelps 

Sam Porter 
ConnorRennegarbe 

Jacob Schneider 
Emily Vogler 

Jessica Voorhees 
Sophie Wharf 
Eric Zimmer 

,;you set a new standard of excellence 
for future generations o_f College Heights Herald 

~ and Talisman staff members. 

We will miss you. 

~_,® 
STUDENT PlIBLICATIONS 
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