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The infamous Hollywood sign located in Los Angeles, California can be s
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een by hiking the Aileen Getty Ridge Trail which is an all around four mile hike on Mt. Lee in the \

Santa Montica Mountains. The Hollywood sign has been standing since 1973 and is an American cultural icon as well as a landmark for tourists. EVAN MATTINGLY /HERALD
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launches on
TopNet

BY CASEY MCCARTHY
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

WKU has launched a new regis-
tration software program on TopNet,
which will be available for students
registering for classes for the up-
coming Fall semester.

The new software, Schedule Plan-
ner, is a third-party software that
has been used at other universities
across the country already, Christo-
pher Jensen, director of Academic
Advising and Retention Center, said.
Jensen said Schedule Planner will
aim to offer a more user-friendly ex-
perience for students, eliminating
possible frustrations students have
encountered registering for classes
in the past.

“Looking at it, it's out of date,”

SEE REGISTRATION PAGE A2

BY REBEKAH ALVEY
}ﬁERALD,NEWS@WKU.EDU

* Students, faculty and community
members gathered to parade from
<ampus to downtown Bowling Green
in celebration of International Wom-
en's Day.

.- The event was hosted in response
to the Women’s March on Washing-
fon and the campaign’s sponsored “A
Day Without Women.”

+ The intention was for women to
take the day off work, both paid and
lunpaid, avoid shopping for a day un-
{ess the business is locally owned or
Wear red in support.

« Art professor Kristina Arnold orga-
hized the event within 36 hours after
hearing about the events with the
help of Bowling Green Social Justice
Clearinghouse.

- Arnold said they had committed
to doing 10 acts in the first 100 days
of Trump's presidency along with
the Women’s March on Washington

FAR & WIDE

hroughout this past spring
break, staff photographers of
the College Heights Herald set out
on many different adventures,
Some ventured to New Orleans, Los
Angeles and San Fransisco. For pho-

tographers, the meaning of spring

break differs from that of an average
college student. Where photogra-
phers go means a whole different
world with new images to make and
different people to meet. The fol-
lowing are statements by four Her-
ald photographers on what their ex-
periences were like.

SEE PHOTO SECTION PAGE A6

Marchers unite to honor Intern

movement. These have been post-
card writing, a group meeting and
the March 8 strike.

Arnold said she thought it was im-
portant to illustrate the economic
and everyday importance of wom-
en, though she realized not everyone
could participate in the strike.

“It didn't feel like an option to illus-
trate that with an absence, so I want-
ed to illustrate it with a presence,”
Arnold said.

She said the purpose of the parade
was to have a celebratory attitude for
the day to reinforce the joy in uniting
with a community for a cause.

During her introductory and clos-
ing remarks, Arnold repeated “we
showed up,” to the point the crowd
was chanting it with her. She de-
scribed it as an essential idea because
participating and fighting for some-
thing after repeatedly being told no
is difficult, which makes showing up
for events like the parade important.

SEE MARCH PAGE A2

EVAN MATTINGLY

Los Angeles, California, or better yet, the City of Angels
is nothing short of exciting, and spending a week inside
the hustle and bustle of such a diverse city brought inspi-
ration and excitement to another level. The air, the smell,
the vibe and the people were all ingredients to a recipe of
fun and quite possibly the best spring break ever.

DALTON PUCKETT

A lot of people surfed on waves for their breaks, but
my bank account only afforded me couches (and on
one unfortunate night, a chair). Despite my budget I
was able to stretch my dollars over 1,500 miles, 32 hours |
on the road and six states. In that time, I got lost in the
Garden District of New Orleans, crashed bikes in Atlanta
and was shunned by a small community in rural Geor-
gia. All in all, I'd say I had a pretty eventful break, but I
can already tell my professors wished I would have just
caught up on my sleep instead.

ational Women’s Day
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Louisville freshman Kate Jayes, listens to speakers as a part of “the Women's March
on Washington Call for Action celebration of Women'’s Day” on March 8 at the Foun-
tain Square. The march started in front of Cherry Hall and ended at Fountain Square
Park where participants gathered to hear speakers from organizations like Black
Lives Matter and BG Fairness Coalition. Jayes said, listening to the speeches she
“shed tears multiple times” GRACE PRITCHETT /HERALD
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REGISTRATION
. CONTINUED FROM FRONT

« Jensen said about the current regis-
tration software. “We needed a more
.- user-friendly experience for the stu-
- dents.”
:-.+.In the past, registering for classes
‘. at WKU consisted of looking up class
. registration numbers for the courses
- registering students wished to take.
"'The new software looks up CRNs for
.- the user, only asking students to put
.- iri their desired courses before gener-
. ating any possible schedules that can
. be built from the courses selected.
-'+7 Jensen said the other universities
‘ that have used the new software have
. seen an increase in credit hours tak-

"“en by their students. WKU in learning what courses stu- END—— T

" 'MIARCH
j:ﬁﬂ!ﬁlﬂfﬂfﬂﬂﬂmm

'-**'The event began with sign-making
..:at.Cherry Hall. From there, waves of
“.people paraded to Fountain Square
-.Perk where they held a celebration
.- féaturing guest speakers.

.r:+.Leading the parade was a banner
¥éading, “We will create a stronger,
+"gafer, more inclusive BGKY for all.”
+ ‘Later in the night, participants were
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Schedule Planner will be mo-
bile-friendly, working with iPhone
and Android.

Jensen demonstrated the software
by putting in random colonnade
courses and ended up with thou-
sands of possible schedules built
around the preferred courses.

Jensen said Schedule Planner will
also allow students to add breaks into
their schedules.

“Breaks are a positive feature, ac-
knowledging most students have
outside responsibilities as well,” Jen-
sen said. “Most students aren’t just
students.”

In addition to trying to make the
process easier for students, Jensen
said the new software should help

encouraged to sign the banner.
People were also able to write the
names of women who inspired them
on a piece of paper and hang it on a
clothes line. Many people wrote their
mothers and other figures who have
impacted their lives.
Cheryl R. Hopson, an Afri-

can-American studies and literature
professor who spoke at the event,
said she comes from strong women
and her goal is to always make them
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dents are looking to take, helping the
university better accommodate these
demands. :

Jensen said he feels the new soft-
ware will be beneficial to the qdvmllcllg
process as well, eliminating time :ﬂ d
visers spend helping students bu

_ their schedules on TopNet, offering
more time to work and discuss oth-
er issues with students. It eases the
adviser’s burden, ultimately, Jensen
said.

Michael Dimeo, a junior from
Bowling Green majoring in Chinese
and advertising, said registering In
the past felt needlessly complicated.

“Adding in breaks sounds like it
would be a huge help,” Dimeo said.
“If it all works smoothly, it will make
things a lot easier, though having had

proud.

Zona Ascensio, a master’s student
at WKU said she wanted to show her
daughter women's rights are import-
ant especially in the current political
climate.

“I want to emphasize that we do
not give up the fight,” Ascencio said.

The recent election was a common
concern among paraders. Freshman
Tesla Like said she believes the next
four years will be a challenge and if
the movement can't stand together
now, it will become even harder.

Like said she hopes all different
types of women can unite together at
events like the parade. '

Some men were in attendance as
well, voicing a sometimes unheard
side of the movement. Senior Bran-
dyn Atherton said he showed up to
support a modern movement to-
wards equality and believes women
in history and still today are treated
as lesser. -

Senior Nicholas Smith said it was
important for him to participate be-
cause he believes if he shows up,
more people will be inspired to as
well.

Intersectionality has long been a
misunderstood aspect in the feminist

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
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to use TopNet foll; thfi gas} three years,
; hat skeptical. :
Ir?esr?;texgwsaid he brought ;ln ran-
dom students to beta tesit t einew
are, who had virtually no ;sue
?’c;l"“t]v\gr th;B new software with basi-
i tion.
calTl%: gegzg:tcion software that has
been used in the past 18 ::lotf b;:flng
eliminated; students afr:w acthty
will be able to usé the 50 ?:e ey
are familiar with if they so choose.
Schedule Planner was presented
to the SGA at its meeting on Tues. =
day for promotion and demonstra-

tion.

rter Casey McCarthy can be
fgﬂpc?’led at 270-745-P655 and casey.
mccarthy573@topper. wku.edu.

movement, but was largely discussed
at the celebration. Along with pro
women’s rights posters were Black :
Lives Matter and pro Transgender
mottos. Among the guest speakers
were members of the African-Amer-
jcan and LGBTQ communities.

“Our issues are not single-sided, =
therefore they cannot be singley =
addressed in single ways,’ Ngbian
Sun, social work professor, said. \

Sun said there are so many com-
munities inside the movement,
and it is essential to work together
to achieve their goals.

Arnold said she wasn'’t sure what
to expect with the turnout but was
excited when more and more peo-
ple started arriving.

While the parade and celebra-
tion was going on, some people
watching on the streets honked |
and cheered. R

Senior Montana Hatfield said
it says a lot about the communi-
ty that so many people who don't
know each other are uniting to ar-
gue for women's rights.

Reporter Rebekah Alvey can be
reached at 270-745-6011 and re-

«  Acolumn which ran in the March 7 edition of the Herald, “Preparing
spin “The Wheel of Cuts'yet again” said “approximately $6.5 billion is need-
ed to balance the university budget before the end of 2017 fiscal year”
Approximately $6.5 million, not billion, is needed to balance the budget.

 This error has been corrected in the online version of the story, The Herald
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Jasper, Indiana, freshman Tabitha Crockett reported on Feb, 20 her stereo

stolen from her vehicle in Parking Structure 1. The stolen item was valued

at $180.

Louisville freshman William lovenko, Hugh Poland Hall, reported on Feb,

20 his.unattgnded wallet stolen from the Sou

WSRO

+  Pearcy, Arkansas, soph
. siolenrom the res

G
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th Lawn area. It was valued at
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‘Energy bill pulled from cmmlttee agenda

BY MONICA KAST
~ HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

A senate bill that would
affect solar energy metering
- was pulled from the Senate
Natural Resources and En-
ergy Committee earlier this
month, according to govern-
ment Sources.
According to the Kentucky

3 Legislature website, SB 214

would amend Kentucky Re-
vised Statutes 278.465 and
' 278.466. KRS 278.465 would
. be amended to “require that
. net metering customers use
a single meter on their prem-
ises, that the customers use
_ the electricity generated for
* all or part of their electrici-
"ty requirements, and to in-
crease the allowable size of
. eligible electric generating
. facilities from 30 kilowatts
v to 1000 kilowatts.”Senate Bill
214, “an act related to net
" metering,” according to the
" Kentucky Legislature web-
" site, was introduced in the
. Kentucky Senate on Feb. 14
by Senator Jared Carpenter.
> From there, the bill went to
the Natural Resources and
- Energy Committee for sev-

eral readings, before being
pulled from the agenda on
March 1.

KRS 278.466 would be
amended to “only apply to
eligible customer-generators
taking net metering service
on July 15, 2017,” to allow
“retail electric suppliers to
recover” necessary costs to
serve customer-generators
after July 15, and would pro-
vide that “excess electricity
credits are not transferable
between meters."

According to KRS 278.465,
an “eligible electric generat-
ing facility” is one that uses
solar energy, wind energy,
biomass or biogas energy,
or hydro energy, and has a
“rated capacity” less than 30
kilowatts.

According to a Facebook
post from Kentuckians for
the Commonwealth, a state-
wide grassroots citizens' or-
ganization, SB 214 is a “pow-
er grab by Kentucky’s electric
companies that would kill
local jobs and consumer
choice for energy.”

Last week, LightWave Solar
hosted a solar energy work-
shop for businesses in Bowl-
ing Green. LightWave Solar is

Local business owners attend a presentation from Lightwave Solar about the benefits of solar power
on March 8 at Stadium Park Plaza, BROOK JOYNER/HERALD

a firm founded in Tennessee,
focusing on promoting so-
lar projects in “businesses,
municipalities, and homes
across the Mid-South,” ac-
cording to its website.
According to the website,
the workshop explalned “the

T g
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L

benefits of installing solar in-
cluding the financial incen-
tives for commercial solar
projects,” aiming to promote
increased use of solar proj-
ects.

SB 214 will not go forward
in the Natural Resources and

Energy Committee at this
time, since being taken off
the agenda.

Reporter Monica Kast can
be reached at (270) 745-0655
or monica.kast187@topper.
wku.edu.

Internatlonal students share visa restriction issues

" BY SRUITA
CHATTOPADHYAY
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

In the American melting
pot, a portion of residents
live on the non-immigrant
visa, H-1B. The visa is em-
ployment-based and allows

~United States employers
“to temporarily hire foreign
non-immigrant workers.

On March 3, 2016, less
Lhan a year betor his. ma
Trump addressed his com-
mitment to ending H-1B
sponsorship on his cam-
paign website.

“I will end forever the use

“ofthe H-1Bas a cheap labor

program, and institute an

absolute requirement to hire
American workers first for

every visa and immigration

program,” he said according

to his website. “No excep-
tions.”

Like most international
students studying at Ameri-
can universities, WKU soph-
omore Ruqaiya Al Barwani

decided to come to the coun-
try in hopes for bettering her
job prospects.

“Just because I am not
an American now, I can-
not dream the American
dream?” Al Barwani said.

An international student
from Oman, Al Barwani
studies in the hospitality
management program.

“In my home country

H-1B dismissal.

“I am very much intim-
idated. I am very much
afraid,” she said, “I don'
know if I will ever get a job
here or not.”

Peter arrived at WKU in
August 2016 and was certain
at the time she would be able
to find herself a “decent”
job after graduation. She
said she has been applying

661 'verj; much intimidated. 1
am very much afraid.”

Indian graduate student Smita Peter

there is'no opportunity for
my major,” she said, “So I
was hoping to be able to set-
tle down here in this coun-

Smita Peter, a 26-year-
old WKU computer science
graduate student from In-
dia said she was appalled by
President Trump's proposed

to companies but has only
received rejections stating
H-1B visas will not be spon-
sored.

Peter said her parents in-
vested a lot of money in her
education, and working for
an American firm would help
her make up that money.

Indian graduate student
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Sai Nagameenakar Somesu-
la, 24, is also in the comput-
er science department and
said it wouldn’t bother him
if he does not get to stay in
America after he graduates
this May.

“Any day going back to
India is good for me,” Some-
sula said. “I will not be sad. I
will be very happy.”

Somesula said he feels

positive the weight of his de-
gree from WKU would help
him get a better job in India
than in America. He said
working for an information
technology company in In-
dia would not only give him

the opportunity to be close

to family and home, but
would also provide him with
the opportunity to see India
grow.

Bethany V:dad 21, was
born and raised in Chicago
to parents who immigrat-
ed to the country from the
Philippines in mid-70s. As
a first-generation Ameri-
can, Vidad said she does not
understand why President

Trump dislikes people from
other countries,

“If we did not allow Albert
Einstein to come to Ameri-
ca,” she said, “we would not
have had his great thoughts.”

Vidad said allowing inter-
national students the oppor-
tunity to work in the country
would not only be beneficial
for the student itself but for

the diversification and the

growth of the country too.

George Dordoni has been
a WKU International Stu-
dent Organization adviser
for the past two and a half
years and said he under-
stands how international
students might be feeling
about the proposed restric-
tions.

“A lot of [companies] may
not be wanting to pay that
much for hiring someone
from India instead of Indi-
ana,” he said.

Reporter Srijita Chattopad-
hyay can be reached at (270)
745-0655 and srijita.chatto-
padhyay524@topper.wku.edu.

Housing and Residence Life selects new director

BY ERIAN BRADLEY
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU

Following the retirement
of WKU’s Housing and Res-
idence Life director Kit Tol-
bert, HRL employee of 33
years, a new director has
been named to fill the posi-
tion.

Mike Reagle, the new di-
~ rector, said he is excited to
~ impact students on a differ-

ent level. He said he wants

to create programs that will
.- impact students in a greater
- way and give them the best
~ experience while they're at
.- college.

“Students spend 15 to 18
hours in classes, and the rest
of their time is spent in their
dorms,” Reagle said. “I think
this is a great opportunity to

. develop relationships with
%
* students and staff to make
- housing better.”

Reagle has been the asso-

- ciate vice president for stu-

~ dent success at Youngstown
- State University and had
«. 14 years of experience with
« housing as an employee at
«. Eastern Kentucky University.
* At EKU, he oversaw Housing
« and Residence Life, campus

recreation, dining and stu-
dent services.

Reagle said he is ready to
collaborate with staff to fa-
miliarize himself with WKU
Housing and Residence Life,

He said he will see what'’s
already in place, listen to
what’s working and then
see what needs to be done.
Dining services will also fall
under Reagle’s responsibili-
ties in addition to housing, a
combination Reagle said he
is excited about.

“The Housing and Resi-
dence Life [at WKU] is well
laid out already, and that’s
known state-wide,” Reagle
said. “I want to be responsi-
ble for what needs to be fixed
and progress.”

Reagle said his position at
EKU was small, and he want-
ed to be more involved with
students and staff. Reagle
said he's never worked close-
ly enough with students to
be able to impact them or
make a huge difference.

A former colleague in-
formed Reagle of the job
opening at WKU; Reagle said
he had been “intrigued” by
the news. Reagle said he was
content at his old job but

3] _°'_'.'v-3_ﬁ.'|i°f'

loves what WKU does and
had a real interest in becom-
ing aWKU employee.
. “Western has made so
much progress, and 1 felt it
was a great opportunity for a
new job and for me to move
back to Kentucky,” he said. “1
wanted to do something that
I love to do, and that's work
with students.”

Kenna Middleton, the for-
mer director of Housing and
Residence Life at EKU and

4%

Middleton mentioned a
yearly retreat Reagle had de-
veloped for the division of
campus life and multicultur-
al staff.

“He created the retreat for
us to get away for a couple
days and talk about progres-
sion,” she said. “We created
themes, and one theme was
called strength finder. [The]
majority of the time we talk-
ed about different strengths
in programs .., and building

Janted to do something that I

love to do, and that’s work with

students.”

HRL Director Mike Reagle

current Dean of Students,
said Reagle was a great em-
ployee, loved his job and he
did it well.

“He had a great work ethic;
he’s a great team person that
believes in collaboration and
working together as a team,”
Middleton said.

a team that worked well to-
gether.”

Underclassmen at WKU
rely heavily on housing be-
cause of the rule requiring
freshmen and sophomore
students to stay on campus
for at least two years. Though
not required to do so, some

upperclassmen choose to
live in the residence halls all
four years.

Some students feel the
on-campus housing is decent
but needs improvement.

“l stay in a dorm, and
I'm a senior, but I feel that
one thing the new director
should look into is making
every dorm co-ed,” senior
Shantel Pettway said. “You
need co-ed dorms to give
people more diversity and
different backgrounds of
life.”

Reagle said his new job is
not about him, it'’s about the
students. He said his main
goal is to serve the students
at WKU he said he hopes
the staff has the same phi-
losophy as him to make the
school successful.

“All freshmen want to get
a degree, and we need to do
whatever we can to help the
students here,” he said. “We
need to figure out how to
change the course of people
not finishing,”

Reporter Erian Bradley can
be reached at (270) 745-0655 -
and erian.bradley832@top-
per.wku.edu.
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Cartoon by WESLEY SLAUGHTER /HERALD

THE SUN SHINES BRIGHT ON MY OLD KENTUCKY PUBLIC AGENCY

BY ANDREW HENDERSON
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU

While WKU students were soaking
up the sunshine on the beach, jour-
nalists were basking in the rays of
Sunshine Week.

Celebrated every March since
2005, National Sunshine week, cele-
brated from March 12 to the 18 this
year, is celebrated in part thanks to

the efforts of the American Society of
News Editors. Sunshine Week is the
time where everyone comes togeth-
er to tout the importance of the right
to public information.

Sunshine Week would not be pos-
sible if not for the 1966 Freedom of
Information Act. At the federal lev-
el, FOIA, broadly defined allows any
person the right to request access
to federal agency records or infor-
mation, save for nine exemptions.

RBOVE THE FRAY
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However, states also have their own
open records laws.

According to a 2011 report pub-
lished by the Reporters Committee
for Freedom of the Press, the Ken-
tucky General Assembly passed the
Kentucky Open Records Act in 1976.
Under the act, all public records can
be inspected by anyone, “except as
otherwise provided.”

Every public agency is subject to
the act, which includes state or lo-

cal government officers, county and
city governing boards, every state
or local judicial agency and public
universities such as WKU, amongst
many others.

During my time at the Herald, I've
reported on a handful of stories that
have come as a result of records re-
quests, or received a real boost be-
cause of them.

One story involved a former em-
ployee resigning from his position

amidst allegations of fraud. This sto-
ry relied heavily on a memorandum
detailing an anonymous report filed
through the university’s Ethics and
Compliance Hotline.

However, a key part of the story
was email correspondence I request-
ed from the involved parties regard-
ing the incident. As those involved
declined to comment, this was my
only other route to learning how the
matter had been brought up and
how it proceeded over time,

The story I relied the most heavily
on open records was a story detail-
ing the possible intellectual proper-
ty theft of a WKU faculty member at
the hands of Chinese Testing Inter-
national.

This story involved a lot of records
requests, and in retrospect, probably
too many. Record requests should be
seen as like a kind of seasoning, a few
pinches are great, but if you pour

/ o
the whole bottle, people will get sus-
picious if not outright annoyed.

The story hinged on an August
2015 memorandum detailing the
situation from the university’s point
of view. But an even greater find was
email correspondence between in-
volved parties and FBI agents.

If you're really lucky, and the moon
is just right, you'll find a phone num-
ber and email address for an FBI
agent, and you'll call them, then they
will tell you to call someone else, and
that person will then decline to com-
ment. Thus, completing the cycle of
reporting.

Point being, open records are a
heck of a thing if you enjoy holding
the government accountable. If you
don't, and find yourself enjoying
government running amok in the
dark, closed door meetings and a veil
of secrecy then that’s nonsense.

Those who fight against transpar-
ency are either comfortable enough
in their power te think themselves
above reproach, or they have some-
thing to hide.

Right now, the Herald finds itself
embroiled in a rather contentious
fight over public records as we speak.
Now, 1 write all of this not to primar-
ily galvanize your support for us in
this battle, that'd be great too, but
to let you know that you can request
these records too.

Everyone has the ability to hold
those in power accountable. You can
find a template for a Kentucky re-
cords request here, if you're reading
online, as well as some additional
resources for other agencies at www.
nfoic.org/kentucky-sample-foia-re-
quest.

Want to know how much the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agen-
cy spent during a certain fiscal year?
Ask the Department of Homeland
Security. Want to know the deep se-

crets of Mayor Bruce Wilkerson's
emails? Send something over to
Bowling Green’s Public Information
Office. Want investigative records
from WKU for Title IX violations?
Us too! Any public record you want
from the university can be directed
towards General Counsel Deborah
Wilkins.

If you come across a record you're
not sure what to make, or want help
finding something, then reach out
to us, and we'd be happy to help in a
mutual relationship of transparency.

Making sense of the senseless, the absurdity of life

BY ERICK MURRER
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU

- As 1 toured the Nation-
al September 11 Me-
morial & Museum over
spring break, 1 shut-
tered at the sight of the
twisted, mangled steel
beams of the former
towering behemoths
which had once ma-
jestically occupied the

New York skyline.
.+'Walking around the newly hal-
lowed ground was cathartic in pro-
cessing an event that all Americans
tragically remember—as more than
two billion worldwide had also wit-
niessed the senseless actions unfold
on their television screens.

', I began to weep as I saw the 2,753

beautiful, lively portraits of mothers,

fathers, sisters, brothers, friends and
coworkers placed in a room which
contained their names and elec-
tronic table-top applications

Erick
Murrer

Lashana Harney*

allowed one to read each of their sto-
ries.

I couldn’t help but ponder my own
existence while pacing Ground Zero,
trying to conceptualize how one can
go from attending work like any oth-
er normal day to being suffocated by
the noxious smoke of an explosion,
crushed by collapsing floors to lie in
a heap of rubble. But there was no
rationalization of these deaths. It is
completely nonsensical and brutish.

Much like the 60 million who died
as victims of World War II, including
six million Jews who were extermi-
nated in concentration camps at the
hands of the Nazi regime. Much like
the 100,000 children under 15 who
die from cancer each year. Much like
the 21,000 people each day who die
because of food insecurity and hun-
ger-related issues. Much like the one
million worldwide who die every
year by suicide.

Human existence and suffering is
an absurd display with no real back-
drop to bring about understanding.

While it is within our nature to con-

Julie Hubbell

trive explanations for the. suffering
around us, we are still left to fend for
ourselves in a cruel world that shows
No mercy.

When I realized the personal, om-
nipotent, omniscient God of the To-
rah didn't exist, I can honestly say I
didn't possess any greater sense of
loss or hopelessness. After all, I was
instructed in a tradition that saw
man as incomplete and lowly. Man's
fallen state in the post-Adamic world
was partially remedied by Christ’s ul-
timate sacrifice on the Cross.

However, when I stopped believ-
ing, the absurdity of life had initially
overwhelmed me. There was nothing
to hope for—not the second coming
of Christ and the restoration of the
world, not cosmic justice damning
the adversaries of good and lastly
not the gathering of the great cloud
of witnesses.

Several atheist thinkers have com-
mented on this loss of supposed
grandeur in the world. Richard Daw-
kins said, “The universe that we ob-
serve has precisely the properties we

that.

should expect if there is, at bottom,
no design, no purpose, no evil, no
good, nothing but pitiless indiffer-
ence.”

The vast emptiness of the universe
reminds us of our insignificant place
in it. It is only fitting we create whole
philosophical and religious systems
to make sense of disaster. Otherwise,
we would have no way to rationalize
and digest the occurrences of death,
calamity, natural disaster, disease
and man’s deplorable nature.

But I am okay with these harsh
realities of life. Why? Not because I
cling to beliefs in whimsical deities
or elaborate stories, but because I've
embraced this bewildering absurdity
and indifference of the chaotic uni-
verse. I'm okay with not having an ex-
planation that suits my finite mind. It
doesn’t mean it's any easier for me to
accept that there are no answers—on
the contrary, it’s hard to swallow.

But this is how I cope. This is how
I can muster strength to get out of
bed. Life is absurd, and I'm okay with
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Across

.123 R I N A T 910”.

12

1 Boar’s mate

4 “Bolero”
composer

9 Make a scene?

12 Clearasil target

13 La Scala offering

14 Shaving stuff

16 Audition

17 Building
addition

18 Not fooled by

19 Like a Mobius
strip

21 Motion sickness

23 Porky’s love

24 Fruit-flavored
dessert

25 Old White

16

BUY - SELL, -

TRADE: Games DVDs, R

T DN ‘ADE: ; , Records!

EAlso, ‘comucs, toys, CCGs, RPGs. more! The Great
scape Records & Comics, 2945 Scottsyille Rd (near

Greenwood Mall) (270)782-8092

 ROOMMATE WaTep

menmte wanted. Large bedroom with shower. Very
negotiable. 3 miles from campus. Call Kiaku or Mike,
270-904-3859.
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surfing is a daily activity. The surfer pictured above is coming in from a day of surf as the low tide sets in for Land’s End
been bigger this year, said Phoebe Alcala, a native of San Francisco.

As a custom for many locals of Northern California, e
Beach. “Due to the abnormally amount of rainfall California has been experiencing the waves have
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REMI MAYS

There was a collective feeling of happiness in the state of California
when I arrived in San Francisco. For the past two weeks it had been non
stop raining and temperatures in the low 60s, which was unusual for

CASPER CHRISTENSEN

As any good traveler knows, the journey is just as important as the des-
tination, and nowhere is that more apparent than when traveling by car.
Windows down, miles disappearing beneath the wheels, the open road

is romanticized for a reason; unfamiliar locales open up like an oyster to
the observant explorer outfitted with an automobile. Around noon Sat-
urday we left the campus and drove towards our goal: the Grand Canyon.
In front of us we had a 24-hour drive and four states to cross. On the way,
we stopped several places to ove t in the wild. It was great out there
in the middle of nowhere, completely silent, just sitting there looking up
at all the stars while we could hear the coyotes howl in the distance. Our

California. Everyone was out surfing, running, or walking and enjoying
the sun and mid-70s. Sight-seeing was a major part in the trip. We went
to Twin Peaks, Headlands and the Palace of the Fine Arts. There was also
Dolores Park at night with the city lights and Painted Ladies from the fa-
mous Full House opening. Very touristy. But let me tell you... the food. So
good. My tastebuds had never been more alive. The best meal 1 had there
was a salad from Jane's near Haight Street. REMI MAYS/HERALD

first stop was at the Cadillac Ranch. A public art installation and sculp-
ture in Amarillo, Texas created in 1974, It consists of what were either
older running used or junk Cadillac automobiles, representing a number
of evolutions of the car line. Half-buried nose-first in the ground you are
allowed to spray paint them as you want. Every year they will get painted
white again to allow new tags. CASPER CHRISTENSEN/ HERALD '

A'slow afternoon in the French quarter of New Orleans, as people walk the streets Rose Mattingly soaks up the sun at El Matador beach located in Los Angeles, CA on

oirMarch 13. Despite its jazzy reputation /The Big Easy” still has its quiet moments. March 13. “The bea
: : 1 ; ch is where | can escape the col .
Ry, L EHCKRTT/HARMLD EVAN MATTINGLY/HERALD 1] Firete jungle of LA asa sak)

"

i P_eOpie observe the public art installa-

i | tion know as “Cadillac Ranch’, located
in Amarillo, Texas. The installation was

created in 1974 and is made up of old-

? : er junk cadillac automobiles. cAsPER
CHRISTENSEN/HERALD
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indle music forefather Calvln Johnson.

Ahstin Sutcliffe prepares a banana berry shake at Top of the Hill Nutrition on Monday. The business has been open for two

weeks and serves a variety of low calorie meal replacement shakes. NIC HUEY/HERALD

NEW NUTRITION

New shop offers nutritional shakes

BY OLIVIA MOHR
RERALD FEATURES@WKU.EDU

On its opening day, March 6, Top
of the Hill Nutrition sold about 115
meal replacement shakes to custom-
ers eager to try the product.

m%:h shake comes with an aioe

‘and an herbal tea. There are
over 100 different flavors. Shakes
contain 25 grams of protein, over 21
vitamins and minerals and under
250 calories. Hours of operation are
7 am. to 7 p.m. Mondays through
Thursdays, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Fri-
days, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays,
and 11 am. to 4 p.m. on Sundays.
Top of the Hill Nutrition is located at
900 Fairview Ave,

It is owned and operated by WKU
senior Austin Sutcliffe from Frank-
fort. He and the other workers are
Herbalife = members/distributors,
which allows them to sell Herbalife’s
products. Herbalife is a protein and
supplement company.

- Sutcliffe learned how to work the

business in Frankfort for five to six
months, where similar shops were
open, and he decided to open his
own shop in Bowling Green.

Word about Top of the Hill Nutri-
tion has spread through social me-
dia and word of mouth. Sutcliffe’s
Sigma Alpha Epsilon brothers Rhett
Hughes and Justin Frost work with
him at Top of the Hill Nutrition. They
are nutritional health coaches and
are also WKU seniors.

L

“I've’ been fortunate enough
through being in Greek life to meet
quite a few people, so it was easier
to spread the word and let people
know, create a bunch of buzz, and
then with this social media promo-
tion, people have just seen it from
their friends, and they love the
shakes, so they highly recommend,”
Sutcliffe said.

The social media promotion al-
lows customers to get a shake, aloe
shot and herbal tea for $5 if they
share pictures and information on
social media about Top of the Hill
Nutrition.

Sutcliffe started getting into
health and fitness around his sopho-
more year and started incorporating
healthy eating habits and Herbalife's
products into his routine.

“Once I started implementing that
into working out, I started to see a lot
of results for myself, and I wanted
to help other people out,” he said.
“Then when 1 found this opportu-
nity in Frankfort, I just thought this
was the most convenient and best
way for people to reach their fitness
goals, so I wanted to have the oppor-
tunity to share that with the people
of Bowling Green.”

Sutcliffe explained how he came
up with the name of his business.

“I thought that “Top of the Hill Nu-
trition’ was a great way to resonate
with students. I've noticed from my
four years of being here how much it

means to be a Hilltopper, so [ want-
ed to find a way to be able to reach
the whole Bowling Green communi-
ty while still letting people know that
we care about health and fitness,”
Sutcliffe said.

Rhett Hughes is from Bath Coun-
ty-and went to school in Morehead.
Sutcliffe introduced Hughes to
Herbalife’s products last semester
and started ordering products from
him before they set up the business.
Hughes has lost about 20 pounds
since he started drinking the shakes,
and he loves them.

Hughes thinks the shop will bring
ahealthier lifestyle to Bowling Green.

“We're here to help people,” he
said. “We love making the shakes,
and we love the shakes, but we want
to help people eat healthier.”

Hughes described the aloe shot as
a “great accent” for the shakes. The
shakes are thick, so the aloe shots are
meant to help the body digest the
shake. He said the herbal tea gives
an energy boost and kick starts the
metabolism.

“You put those together with
the shake, and it's a great product,”
Hughes said.

Frost said he was skeptical about
Herbalife’s products until Sutcliffe
got involved.

“When Austin decided to come
down here, I thought it would be a
good idea because [Bowling Green]

SEE HEALTH SHOP PAGE B2

New club
encourages
political
debate

BY KALEE CHISM
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

A new club on campus is allowing
students to explore different politi-
cal ideas. The Western Thought Club
offers a place for students to debate
topics, explore political theory and
get informed about different ideas
across the globe.

Kyle Bale, the founder and current
president of the Western Thought
Club, came up with the idea after
realizing there were no clubs offered
specifically for political science ma-
jors to discuss their ideas.

“Being a political science major; I
always wondered why there was not
a club for us,” Bale said. “There was a
history club and a math club, but no
club for political science majors to
just discuss ideas. There was no club
rooted in political theory and histo-
ry. I talked to a couple of my peers,
and they said it would be a great
addition for WKU. A way to debate
ideas outside the classroom.”

Bale then began the process of
creating the club, including getting
a faculty adviser, Edward Yager, who
helped the club get started in under
two months,

Bale said the club offers a safe en-
vironment to discuss unique ideas
regarding political theories and ide-
ologies.

“The Western Thought Club is a

club that discusses and debates po-
litical theory topics,” he said. “We
revisit things we just assume like, ‘Is
democracy the best form of gmern
ment?’ Any awumm
say yes, but we wanted to dive into
why democracy is the best form.
The club is a way to explore politi-
cal ideas past and present in a safe
environment, It is a way to tackle
questions and theories that we find
unique.”

Bale said she hopes the club will
offer a place to discuss new ideas
that can help fix some of today’s
problems.

“The goal of the club is not only to
debate certain topics, but to inform
people of the different ideas in the
world,” he said. “Many of the issues
we see today were actually debated
200 years ago. The club is not only a
way of exploring ideas, but finding
solutions to today’s issues.”

The club aims to inform students
as its main purpose, challenging the
ideals students support.

“I really want students to under-
stand the things they support,” Bale
said. “I want students to think for
themselves, and not be a product of
their environment.”

As the club expands, Bale hopes
to get a diverse group of students in-
volved in order to view things from
many different perspectives.

SEE THOUGHT CLUB PAGE B2
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Students team up tohelp communitiesin need

BY ANNA LAWSON
RERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDY

3

> When Elizabethtown sophomore
Kennedy Morillo and Indianapolis
junior Ashley Vaughn realized the
water crises in Flint, Michigan, was
still not resolved after two years, they
decided they needed to help. Vaughn
proposed they collect money for

Flint.

" “I hear a lot of people talking
about how much they want to help,
biit people weren't doing anything,”
V}mghn said. “I decided to do it on
my own because we really wanted to
be active about the cause.”

- “I was just like, ‘let’s do this,”” Mo-
rillo said. “T don’t even care, let’s just

itout.”

- Flint is located 70 miles north of
Detroit and about 41.2 percent of
residents live below the poverty line.
African Americans make up 56.6
of the city, according to the United
States Census Bureau, In 2014, the
city changed its water sources and
began using the Flint River as its pri-
mary source. Lead from old service

lines began contaminating the water
supply later that year.

In February of this year the Mich-
igan Civil Rights Commission gave a
report entitled “The Flint Water Cri-
sis: Systemic Racism Through the
Lens of Flint.” The report states that
“the current state of civil rights laws
appear inadequate to address the
root of this crisis.”

“People are forgetting,” Morillo
said. “Just like everything that hap-
pens in America, It's not a trend,
these things don't go away. They're
still here, there are still problems that
are faced every single day.”

Morillo and Vaughn are passion-
ate about helping communities like
Flint. They posted fliers, and a week
later took to the streets to collect
money for water bottles as well as
funds to rebifild the pipelines.

“It's a way bigger picture than just
water bottles; it's so much more,”
Morillo said.

They decided walking around with
a jar and a sign would be most effec-
tive. Morillo said doing this really put
things into perspective.

“Gettmg donations is really hard,”

T e e

Morillo said. “I noticed that the peo-
ple donating were around my age.
That definitely threw me off.”

Morillo said her generation can be
somewhat naive when it gets behind
a cause.

“We want to help so much that we
don’t know what we're donating to,”
Morillo Bald “It’s very sweet and in-
nocent.”

This was both Vaughn and Moril-
lo's first time doing something like
this, and they both said it was diffi-
cult.

“It was a little scary at first because
not all college kids have money,”
Vaughn said. “A lot of people started
giving, though, and then it started
taking off.”

“We all deserve our rights, and
we all deserve to live happy, healthy
lives,” Vaughn said.

In one hour they had collected
around $35. Morillo said she has
gotten lots of responses from people
wanting to do what they can to help.

They want to be devoted to more
things than just Flint. In the future,
Morillo hopes the group could grow
intoa fundrajsing team for all human

rights.

“You jllSt need people, a sign, and
a mason jar. It's as simple as that
Morillo said.

Through the process, Vaughn
learned that being independent and
proactive can take you pretty far.

“Ilearned that if you want to make
a difference and make a change you
have to go out and do it yourself,
because no one will do it for you,”
Vaughn said.

Morillo said it isn't about the mon-
ey, but rather word of mouth.

“Money is money,” Morillo said. “If
somebody knows about something
they can easily go tell someone else
about it. Spreading the word about
things is really important.” :

Vaughn said she agrees that some-
thing needs to be done, and aware-
ness needs to be spread.

“No one is really doing anything to
make a difference,” Vaughn said. “We
want to give a voice to the smaller
communities.”

Vaughn said people need to be
aware that this issue goes beyond the

SEE FLINT PAGE B2
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is twice as big as Frankfort, and it
would be a good opportunity to im-

E?I!:IIHUED FROM B1

*itown of Flint.

-'YAnything can happen, anywhere,”
she said. “If enough people are doing
it, it can really change something.”

THOUGHT CLUB
" COHTIUED FROM B

. .of attenders that would want to
“debate certain theories and con-
“éepts,” said Bale. “I would love a di-

verse group of students to explore

an idea in multiple lights. A biology
-.major may have a different view on
cppservatism than a political science
. major does.”
"\ In the future, the Western Thought

;_-Morillo recently changed her mi- .

pact more lives around here as well,”
he said.
'He believes the meal replacement
shakes will be a healthy option.
“] encourage them mainly because

nor to citizenship and social justice
because of her passion for helping
others.

“I take a lot of people’s burdens
onto my back because of how much
I care about people,” Morillo said. “I

just love people.”
This is why she and Vaughn are so

Club aims to focus on traveling
abroad and expanding across cam-
Ppus.

“There are two things I wish to do
in the future with this club. The first
is traveling abroad to the locations
where some of the ideas we discuss
were formed. I would like the club
members to experience the place
Plato came up with forms and ideas,
or where Burke served as a states-
man,” Bale said. “The second is hop-

all Price.

they have a lot of vitamins and min-
erals that people don't get through an
ordinary diet, in particular, college
kids more than anybody,” Frost said.

passionate about every community
they can help.

“We want to do so much more but
there is only so much time you have
when you're in college,” Morillo said.

“We just do what we can, and as long

as we're trying the outcome is usually
pretty rewarding.”

ing for a bigger audience. I wish more
of WKU would come and see the
ideas we debate as they are relevant
to the current political landscape. I
hope my peers at WKU understand
and are well-informed in the ideas
they are claiming to support.”

While the club hopes to encour-
age conversation surrounding these
different political ideas and theories,
Bale said the main focus of the club is
to have the students learn.
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Reporter QOlivia Mohr can
re:;‘bed at 270-745-6288 and olivia.

mohr564@topper wku.edu

Vaughn said all it takes is two pas-
sionate people, and an g can
happen. |
Reporter Anna Lawson cal be
mﬁed at 270-745-2655 and anna.
Iawsonﬂso@toppeﬁwku.edu

“I would be happy if people came
to the meetings and said nothing at
all” Bale said. “They would still be
Jearning concepts and ideas by just
being there. I want people to de-
bate, but I would rather have people
learn.”

Reporter Kalee Chism can be
reached at 270-745-2655 and kalee.
chism704@topper.wku.edu.
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(0 & A WITH INDIE FOREFATHER, MUSICIAN

CALVIN JORNSON

BY ANDREW CRITCHELOW

“ HERALD.FEATURES@WHKU.EDU

. songwriter, record producer,

Olympia, Washington-based musician,
disk
jockey and record label -creator
Calvin Johnson performed at the
FFOYA House in Bowling Green

. on Thursday, March 9. Performing
, under the moniker Selector Dub

* about

Narcotic, Johnson performed songs
off his latest album “This Party Is Just
Getting Started.” The show included
performances by local artists The
Cartoons and Penny Sheets.

After getting his start by working
for community radio stations, John-
son became a major figure in the de-
velopment of indie and lo-fi music
through his formation of bands, such
as Beat Happening, The Halo Benders
and the Go Team. Johnson created
the influential indie label K Records
in 1982, with a roster including acts
such as Modest Mouse, Beck and The
Microphones.

Johnson is currently touring the
United States and made time before
his Bowling Green show to talk to
the Herald about his latest album,
his current live setup and his love for
community radio.

I'd like to start by talking
your show on

= Thursday. You're playing
< at the FFOYA House, what
= do you like about playing
= house shows as opposed
* to conventional rock clubs

T ST

and things like that?

Well; 1 play all sorts of venues. I play
art galleries, coffee shops, auditori-

. ums, parks. I like to play non-conven-
. tional venues just because it shakes
. people up a little bit. It's an environ-

. ment where they're not going to get
v, the same old thing, and hopefully my

music isn't the same old thing, And I
think people respond differently be-
cause they are more open to things
when they're entering a new environ-
ment. But also, the most important is-
sue to me really is accessibility. I play
shows that are accessible to all ages,
so a lot of rock clubs automatically
just don't qualify.

Your latest solo album
is under the moniker Se-
lector Dub Narcotic; what
is it about this record that
made you want to go under
that moniker as opposed
to just Calvin Johnson?

Well, I had already been working
under this name for a long time as a
DJ and as a producer, and K released
a Northwest hip hop compilation a
couple of years ago, called “All Your

Friend’s Friends,” which was pro-
duced by Smoke M2D6, and I started
working with them around that time,
and we really enjoyed the collabora-
tion, and it just blossomed into an al-
bum at some point.

Can you tell me a little
bit about the direction of
the album? It seems a lot
more electronically-ori-
ented than some of your
other work; how did that

come together?

It's really just Smoke’s direction.

The album that he did, “All Your
Friend’s Friends,” was a Northwest
hip-hop compilation that was entire-
ly constructed out of samples from
different K releases. So, he took drums
from LAKE or Jeremy Jay or The Make-
Up and different parts from different
songs, and recanstructed and recreat-
ed beats and then different Northwest
hip hop artists did their thing over
them, the MCs.

So, that’s how we started, He had
a beat that was constructed out of
a song by a band called Mahjongg,
and I'm a big fan of Mahjongg, of
course, So, I started working on that.
He would be like “hey, what else you
got?” And I would go “oh, I've got
this song,” and we would just start
working on it. He has an incredible
library of things he’s collected over
the years; he’s recorded a lot of gui-
tarists, drummers, bass players, key-
boardists. And he chops them up
and files them away. So, the samples,
even though they're samples, they're
all things that he recorded himself.
And we just brought in different peo-
ple from LAKE and other K artists,
K bands to play. Chris Sutton, who's
in Hornet Leg, and different people
came in and were like the session
musicians for the record. So, there
are samples, but there are a lot of live
instruments too.

What’s your current live
setup like?

It’s just your dreaded and inevita-
ble laptop setup with a keyboard con-
troller thmgama}lggy It's really just
me working with the beats that were
created by Smoke and myself. And
plus, I throw in a couple other things
that aren’t on the album. I had some
beats that I'had been working with
and threw those together. It's the al-
bum plus a few other things.

How did you go about
crafting the set list for
these shows?

It's‘all' improvised. 1 don't really
have a set list, I just go in, and I'll start
playing. Every night is different.

How’s the reception been
to this tour so far?

We're having a great time. People
are dancing, and it’s just fun.

Are there any limitations
or freedoms playing in
this format, as opposed to
with a band or playing by
yourself acoustically?

It took me a little bit to get used to
this format, but it's been really liberat-
ing. It's a lot of fun. I think one of the
things about it is that Smoke’s direc-
tion is very accessible. It’s very imme-
diate; people are just like, “oh yeah,”
and just get into it. When I'm playing
solo or with some of the bands I've
been in, it takes a little bit more for
people to find their place in the mu-
sic.

How do you see commu-
nity and college radio as a
force of turning people on
to new music as opposed
to when you first started?

People are definitely more aware of
community radio and non-commer-
cial radio. And they're more accepting
of it than when I first started. Public
radio was just seen as kind of boring
and bland, and people didn't even
know about it or listen to it, and now
it's a lot more of the go-to stations for

a lot of people. It's much more estab-

lished, and it’s a lot more integrated
into people’s lifestyles.

It’s still a meeting ground for peo-
ple who are interested in music. It's
still a place where people who are in-
terested in weird stuff or a particular
kind of music find each other. Both
the programmers and the employees,
the people that work there, but also
the listeners. So, it's just a meeting
place.

When you’re producing,
or collaborating with oth-
er artists, is there a line

-~you tow between employ-

ing your own sensibilities
versus the vision of the
artist you’re collaborating
with?

When I'm collaborating on the
music, it's really a system of trust. We
trust each other’s judgement, taste
and ideas. But when I'm more in the
production role, where I'm just re-
cording artists, I'm really just trying to
document what they’re doing, and it’s
not as collaborative. It's more of just
being a recording engineer. So, it real-
ly just depends.

Do you have any idea
what you want to do after
this tour? Would you like
to record again as Selector
Dub Narcotic? !

Smoke and I have already started
collaborating for the next album. I
have a couple songs that I'm playing
that I'm experimentally trying out for
the next record.

Do you think the record
will be released this year?

‘Idon'tknow. I don't want to say be-
cause things just never work out the
way you plan them. I'll get back, I'll
work on it, and it will come out when
it's ready. But it would be great to
have it out before the end of the year.

Inyour earlydays of play-
ing with Beat Happening,
I hear a lot of things about
how there was a hostile
reception when you were
playing with more hard-
core acts like Fugazi. Is
that overblown?

The hostility wasn't necessarily
from the hardcore people. I think
that that has been overemphasized.
The hostility was really more from
just the normal people. Normal
people were like “what is this shit?”
about later, like in the late 80's and
early 90’s, hardcore people were the
normal people. That was normal to
them. So, we were weird because we
weren't hardcore. But mostly when
we first started it was the hardcore
people that liked us. .

When you received that
kind of reception, did that
ever discourage you?

You know, people pay their ﬁve'dol-
lars, they can do whatever they want.

What recommendaﬁt_)ns
would you have for some-
one who would maybe
want to start their own la-
bel or someone who just
wants to get their music
out there and heard?

Just go forit. Just do it. Make some mu-
sic. Put it out there, It's easier now than
ever. Get on Bandcamp and let it rip.

Reporter Andrew Critchelow can be
reached at 270-745-6288 and andrew.
critchelow121@topper.wku.edu.

2017 SIGMA X1 DISTINGUISHED LECTURE

Keynote address of the WKU Student Research Conference

Science in the Public Interest
Dr. Karen Oates

Saturday | March 25, 2017 | 9:50-10:50am

Downing Student Union Auditorium
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC | A SWIPEABLE EVENT

Dr. Karen Kashmanian Oates is a nationally recognized scientisf,
science educator, and higher education leader. She is a Professor of -*-
Biochemistry and the Dean of Arts & Sciences at Worcester Polytechnic
Institute. Among the honors she has received was induction as a fellow
into the prestigious American Association for the Advancement of
Science. She is a former deputy director for undergraduate education
at the National Science Foundation.

Almost every policy decision—from the work of homeowners'
associations, to the passing of new town ordinances, to the type of food in our school cafeterias—
has a science and policy base. Every one of our college and university
students will become a community citizen, making decisions that affect the
lives of those in their communities. Dr. Oates explores how to move from an
environment which is inert to one which is active and participatory.
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WKU V. UK
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

infielder Thomas Peter hit a solo
homerun in each game, but it
wouldn’t be enough. On Sunday,
the Hilltoppers couldn't get the bats
going and struggled on the mound.

UK is led by senior outfielder Zach
Recks, who sports a .377 batting av-
erage and has racked up 29 hits in
77 at bats this season. Recks has
also tallied 17 RBI and has record-
ed a homerun. On the mound, ju-
nior left-handed pitcher Zach Logue
holds a 2.43 earned run average and

is 3-1 in 29.2 inning. Logue has re-
corded 24 strikeouts and given up
just 11 runs.

WKU'’s senior catcher Hunter
Wood is batting .333 as he has racked
up 24 hits - including four homers ~
to go along with 16 RBI. Left-handed
redshirt junior pitcher Ryan Thur-

2

ston has recorded 45 strikeouts and
is 2-1 with an earned run average of
4.34.

Reporter Tyler Mansfield can be
reached at (270) 935-0007 and tyler.
wkuherald@gmail.com. Follow him
on Twitter at @CallMeMansfield.

LADY TOPS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

we know how fast they can put points
on the board. I'm just really proud
of this group. We're running off of
12 wins before we got here so the
confidence that the staff and I had
in this team, we knew that we were
going to come out and compete.”

- Heading in to halftime, the deficit
for the Lady Tops was slim as OSU
led 37-30.

“My message to them was we
played the whole conference tourna-
ment in three games and we turned
the ball over 13 times, so we know
how to handle pressure,” Clark-
‘Heard said. “We came out and we
only turned it over one more time in
the second half ... They're a great ball
team. I'm just proud of our group.”

To start the second half WKU
scored the first four points to cut the
lead to 37-34. The Buckeyes came
right back and scored the hext seven
points to take a 10-point advantage
44-34. The Lady Tops would cut the
lead back to six, but trailed 50-43 at
the end of the third quarter.

OFFENSE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

RBI day in the first inning, as he
grounded out to score Hicklen and
give UAB a 1-0 lead.

WKU scored two in their half of the
first, one on an RBI double from Pe-
ter, and one on an RBI double from
Grayson Ivey.

In the third inning, UAB took the
lead and kept it. The Blazers scored

three runs that inning, as Pharis
picked up his fsedohd ‘of three RBI;

The fourth quarter was full of ac-
tion all the way to the final seconds.
WKU again got within six, cutting
it to 52-46. Then Ohio State put the
game away going on an 8-0 run to
take a 60-46 lead.

A couple quality plays were drawn
up by the coaching staff while play-
ing the fouling game with the Buck-
eyes. Sophomore guard Tashia
Brown made things interesting late.
Brown hit a three to cut the lead to
six but OSU would walk away victo-
rious with a 70-63 win.

“She (Clark-Heard) told us not to
give up,” Noble said. “We don't roll
over. We showed everybody that we
are fighters, We made a comeback
and cut it close.”

The Lady Toppers out-rebound-
ed the larger OSU team 44-41 in the
contest which was one of the keys to
the game plan for WKU to be suc-
cessful.

“This was a tough one,” Clark-
Heard said. “I'm really proud of my
group. The game plan was perfect,
they executed what we asked them
to do, but the ball wouldn't go in
the hole for us and you have those

nights. The way we battled and the
way we competed, I think we out re-
bounded them and that was one of
the focuses that we talked about and
I'm just really proud of our grit and
our grind. This group is special and 1
just hate to see it end.”

Noble led the way once again and
one final time for the Lady Tops as she
has done many times over her career.
Noble finished with a double-double
performance with 19 points and 12
rebounds while shooting 7-22 from
the field and 1-7 from deep.

Clark-Heard has a special relation-
ship with Noble and is proud of what
she has become.,

“When you're a head coach, you
wish your whole career that you
could have a player that believed in
you so much and just did whatever
you asked her and for a player that’s
as special as Kendall Noble, who ev-
ery day comes to work and does ev-
erything you ask her,” Clark-Heard
said. “I'm thankful for people that
believed in me when I got this job
and a friend of mine told me about
Kendall Noble and I had watched
her in high school and when I was

coaching at the University of Louis-
ville and I'm really blessed.”

This team was led by fifth year se-
niors Noble and Micah Jones all year.
Jones finished the game with three
points, shooting 1-7 from the floor.
The 27-7 record overall and 16-2 in
conference play speaks volumes to
what Clark-Heard and her players
have been able to do in the past sev-
eral seasons.

“I think it all speaks for itself,”
Clark-Heard said. “If you win a reg-
ular season championship, you had
to win it on the road. You go to a
conference tournament and we had
great teams in our conference and
the whole season we had the target
on our back and we figured it out and
we won. They just kept fighting and
the way they played today and never
gave up is what this team is and that’s
what I will always remember about
this team.”

Reporter Matthew Stewart can be
reached at 859-797-3140 and mat-
thew.stewart015@topper.wku.edu
Follow him on Twitter at @MES_
WKU22. '

and Hicklen smashed an RBI dou-
ble to right field. Despite a home run
from Peter in the fourth, the Blazers
held the lead the rest of the way.

Game three was all about UAB’s
offense and their starting pitcher
Thomas Lowery, who threw a one-hit
shutout complete game.

The game flew by, with the first
four innings ending in about 30
minutes. No one scored until UAB
put up one run in the fifth inning

when Price Visintainer singled to
third and scored Dobbs The Blaz-

OVER 1,000 CLASSES

ers then busted the game open in
the sixth, scoring four runs in the
inning, including an RBI double
from Pharis.

The game went scoreless the rest
of the way, as WKU was shut down by
Lowery, and UAB won 5-0 to win the
series 2-1,

“We've got to be able to overcome
one inning like that, from an offen-
sive standpoint,” Pawlowski said of

the sixth inning. “Give [Lowery] cred-
it, he was outstanding.”
WKU will take on the Kentucky

5 START DATES

Wildcats on Tuesday at the Bowl-
ing Green Hot Rods stadium. The
two teams met earlier this year in
a game that the Hilltoppers lost 17-
2. After that, the Toppers will be on
the road to play a weekend series
against the Middle Tennessee State
Blue Raiders.

Reporter Jeremy Chisenhall can be
reached at 859-760-0198 and jere-
my.chisenhall921 @topper.wku.edu.
Follow }um on Twitter at @JSChi-
senfﬁilf

FINANCIAL AID,

MEAL PLANS & HOUSING

you've dropped or missed.

Take up to 15 credit hours.

Summer sessions offers over 1,000 courses available on-campus,
online or through Study Away and Study Abroad.

Speed up progress toward your degree or catch up on courses

5 start dates (May 15, June 5, June 12, July 3 and July 10)
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Brand-New Luxury

Apartments for 2
Students & Young Two locations in walknm
Professionals  distance to WKU!
. . 1. The Southerlyn
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. Stainless Kitchen |
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WKU forward Tasha Brown (10) makes a jumps shot over Southern Miss playe'rs during the Lady Toppers' 79-53 win over
Southern Miss on Saturday Feb. 4, 2017 in Diddle Arena. SILAS WALKER/HERALD
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» Football: Hilltoppers begin spring
practice under first-year Head
Coach Mike Sanford on Thursday.

e ——————

Tops host UK
Tuesday at
BG Ballpark

| BY TYLER MANSFIELD
{ HERALD.SPORTS@WKL.EDU

Now 21 games into what it expect-

| 'WKU baseball team isn't quite where
it wants to be.

The Hilltoppers (7-14 overall, 1-2
Conference USA) have gotten off to
a shaky start, struggling to find and
maintain a consistent rhythm. WKU
has had just one winning streak ex-
tend past a single game — with that
being two in the first series of the
year — while currently having a trio of
three-match losing streaks.

With not a single midweek victory
(0-4) under its belt, the Toppers return
| to the diamond on Tuesday evening,

as they’ll host Southeastern Confer-
. ence foe Kentucky (15-6, 3-0 SEC)

at Bowling Green Ballpark, home of
. the Class-A Tampa Bay Rays Minor
. League affiliate Bowling Green Hot
' Rodes. First pitch is slated for 6 p.m.
' WKU has struggled in midweek
| contests this season, suffering losses

to Belmont, Eastern Kentucky, No. 24
. Vanderbilt and the Wildcats, respec-
| tively. The Tops traveled to Lexington
' back on March 1 trying for another
' victory over an SEC opponent, but
| came back to Bowling Green with a

17-2 obliteration.

It was a game in which WKU load-
ed the bases in the first inning, but
couldn’t get a single runner home, as
junior outfielder Colie Currie lined
out to left field to end the threat. UK

then responded with five runs apiece

| in the first and second innings to
- | jump out to an early 10-0 lead.
The Toppers scored their first run
off of redshirt junior infielder Grayson
Ivey’s RBI double that scored junior

LADY TOPS FALL TO OHIO STATE IN FIRST ROUND OF NCAR TOURNAMENT

outfielder Kaleb Duckworth and then
added another score on freshman
infielder Kevin Lambert’s first career

| homerun over the left field fence, but
it wouldn't be enough.

ed to be a season of improvement, the.

BY MATTHEW STEWART

After missing out on the NCAA
Tournament despite a successful sea-
son in 2016, the Lady Tops returned to
the Big Dance this past weekend.

WKU'’s return to the tournament
was short-lived, as the 12-seeded Lady
Tops fell to No. 5 seed Ohio State in
Lexington.

. Hilltopper red dominated the land-
scape of Memorial Coliseum. It was
dklmost a home environment for Head
Coath Michelle Clark-Heard and her
squad. :

*.“It was a fun game, a great atmo-
spliere,” senior guard Kendall Noble

said. “We had the home-court ad-
vantage, it was like we were playing at
Diddle. We just couldn't make shots.
It's pretty cool. I had a ton of people
here today to watch me play and 1
tried to play hard for them.”

Starting off for the Lady Tops, it was
apparent that Kyvin Goodin-Rogers
was back in her element playing in
Memorial Coliseum.

Junior guard Jaycee Coe, anoth-
er former Kentucky Wildcat, did the
same thing nailing her first three point
attempt in front of former coach Mat-
thew Mitchell.

The Tops were able to control the
pace for much of the first half despite
shooting just 28.6 percent from the

field in the opening half.

The shots just weren't falling for the
Tops. WKU shot 28.9 percent from the
field. One of the stats that hurt was the
three-point shooting, This team relied
heavily on the three ball in the Confer-
ence USA tournament. Against Ohio
State WKU went 9-37 from deep.

“When you're undersized, we had
been shooting three-pointers pretty
well, so our plan was to get as many
three-pointers as we could and open
it up and try to pull up jumpers after
that,” Clark-Heard said. “We wanted
to keep them off the board and make
sure we played an aggressive ball
game for the first five minutes because

SEE LADY TOPS PAGE B4

Since that meeting between the

_: two clubs, WKU has went 4-8 while
. Kentucky has won eleven outings

while just dropping one. The Wildcats

| traveled to College Station, Texas this

past weekend and swept Texas A&M

' 3-0 to record their first road sweep
. since 2008. The Hilltoppers, on the
- opposite side of things, dropped a

three-game home series (2-1) to Ala-
bama-Birmingham.
WKU opened its series against

the UAB Blazers with a 9-6 win, but
j dropped games two and three by
. scores of 8-4 and 5-0. In Saturday’s

doubleheader, graduate student

SEE WKU V, UK PAGE B4
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RYV:JEREMY CHISENHALL

HMEGALD.SPORTS@WKLLEDL

o WKU dropped its series
gainst the Alabama Birming-
ham Blazers 2-1 last weekend
ind series that featured an
overload of runs.

At least’ one team scored
fiyé: or more runs in every
game, with WKU totaling 13
tuns and UAB totaling 19 runs
over the course of the series.
For WKU, Thomas Peter and
Hunter Wood had a great se-
ries, with Peter hitting two
home runs, his second and
third of the year, and Wood
hitting one home run, his
fourth of the year,

“I'm seeing signs in differ-
ent areas that we're getting
better, but ultimately it's the
inconsistency,” Head Coach
John Pawlowski said, “We
swing the bats really well one
day, next daywe don't, so we're
just really inconsistent right
now.”

WKU started the series off
with a 9-6 win over UAB on

Saturday. Hunter Wood led the
way, going 3-5 with a home
run, two doubles and two RBL
Thomas Peter also made a sig-
nificant contribution, going
2-4 and hitting a home run as
well.

The two teams traded runs
for most of the game, as UAB
started off with a home run
in the first inning by Brewer
Hicklen. WKU answered back
in the second, as Colie Currie

~ hit a sacrifice fly and scored

Nathan Methvin.

UAB pulled back ahead in
the fourth when Tyler Tolbert
singled to center and scored
Stephen Dobbs, but WKU an-
swered back with a two-run
fourth inning thanks to RBI
base hits from Currie and Ste-
ven DiPuglia.

WKU pulled further ahead
when Wood and Peter both
homered in the fifth inning,
but UAB answered right back
with two runs in the sixth,

A four-run seventh inning
from WKU, including an RBI
double from Wood, gave the
Hilltoppers the advantage,

bffenses shine as WKU loses series to UAR

Lipscomb pitcher Dayton Tripp (4) pitches to junior WKU } I
toppers’ 10-4 loss to LU on Feb. 28 at Nick Denes Field. an:ﬂﬂ‘:;:!izl::;irrie €
LD

and they keptitfrom thenon.  opposite result 5 U
AB won  while Wk
s Peter homered

Game two of Saturday's 8-4.
double-header featured mo);e Carter Pharis led the vy for the second straight game.
I, meam).Jr Pharis started off his three-

explosive offense, but with the  for UAB with, three RB
SEE OFFENSE PAGE B4

) during the Hill-
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