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OF BOWLING GREEN & WARREN COUNTY

VOL.14,NO.1

ANNUAL DINNER TO BE HELD AT
BOWLING GREEN LANDMARK

Thursday, May 19 Revisit the L&N Train Depot

>

THE L&N DEPOT IS THE
SITE OF LANDMARK'S
1994 ANNUAL DINNER,
THURSDAY, MAY 19 AT
6:30 PM.

DAVID MORGAN,
KENTUCKY HERITAGE
COUNCIL EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, WILL BE THE
GUEST SPEAKER.

or 54 years the L & N Depot at
Bowling Green, Kentucky served
the people of Warren Countyand
o thesurrounding regionasagatewaytothe
: worldatlarge and asahomingbeacon. Built
o in 1925, thefacilityaided in the sendingand
o receivingofgoodsand commodities for the
s area. The Depot stood watchas service
* men andwomen left for dutyin World War
e I, and when the warended, the Depot
o welcomed themhome., Over the years,
¢ college students and basketball teams
® coming and going from Western Kentucky
o Universityrelied onthe Depot. Also, it was
+ wherefun-filled excursions on exotically
o named trainsbeganand ended.
®
. By 1979 automobiles, trucks, and airplanes
< were thepreferred meansoftransportation,

and the Depot permanently closed its
doors. Since that time several attempts have
been made torestore the Depotboth

. physicallyand symbolicallytoits former
o Slory. None of the projects were successful,
- ® anditappeared that the Depot was without

hope of rehabilitation. However, in 1993
Operation PRIDE accepted the challenge
tosave the Depot by purchasing the
propertyand met with resounding commu-
o nitysupport. The public recognized that

e the restored structure offered the cityan

e opportunity toreuse an endangered historic
o landmarkand to pursue additional eco-

% nomicdevelopmentoptionsfor thearea.

L

o The L& NRailroad had alongassociation

+ WithBowling Greenand Warren County

® prior tobuilding the depot on Kentucky

o Street. Theline connecting Louisvilleand

< Nashville opened on August 10, 1859 just in
s timefor the Civil War to putanend tothe

e prosperity enjoyed by Bowling Greenasa

o primaryagricultural center. During the war
< bothConfederateand Union forces

2 occupiedand pillaged the townand

¢ countryside,andas Confederate forces

o prepared towithdrawin Februaryof 1862,

o theyburnedtherailroad depot. Bowling

’ Green’s first train station wasabrick

o structure builtin 1860and was located at

o thecorner of Adams and Main Streetsin the
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ACTIVITIES & EVENTS:

L&N Depot Story Continued

heart of the business district. By 1863 the L
& Nhadreplaced the depot witha frame
buildingat the same location. Rebuilding the
post-war economy was difficult, but was
made easier because of rail transportation.
By the turn of the century the frame
structure that served as the L& N depot
suffered from overcrowdingand had
seriouslydeterioriated. Clearly thetime had
come foranew depot if Bowling Green was
tocontinueasathrivingagricultural center
for the shipment ofagricultural products
like tobacco, corn,and especially strawber-
ries. During the 1920s, 30s, and 40s
hundreds of railroad cars filled with strawber-
ries left the L & N station at Bowling Green,
and Warren County, Kentuckywas knowas
the “Strawberry Capital of the World.” In
the first quarter of the 20th century
dressmaking, loggingand limestone
quarryingwere other very prosperous
industriesthatreached farbeyond the
Warren Countyline.

In 1925 the L& N built a new depot in
Bowing Greenand at the dedicationon
October 1itwas greeted by an enthusiastic
crowd of 5,000 citizens who were not
deterred byacontinuousdownpour
throughout the day. Classical Revivalin
style, theimposingstructure waslocated at
401 Kentucky Street in the center of
Bowling Green’sbusiness and commercial
districtandwas largerand grander than
other depots found in cities of comparable
size. The new depot was faced with Warren
Countylimestone which was widely
recognized forits fine qualities and over
time wouldbleach toaglowing white patina.
The design of the Depot, as well as employ-

o mentwith the L& N, reflected race

< relations of the day with “separate but equal”
e accomodations forblackand white patrons
eand employees. However, separate was

« neverequal and that was reflected as well.

® The “Negro Waiting Room” was much

e smallerand considerablymore modest than
« theornatemain lobbythat was finished with
o hand laid tiles.

L]

« The decades between 1920 and 1950 saw
« considerable growth for the railroad in

< Bowling Green. The L& N provided the

. residents of Warren Countywith employ-

e ment, commercial markets, mail service,

« and opportunities tosee other partsof the
< southeastern United States. The decline of
e rail shipmentand travel can be matched to
o thedevelopmentofthe interstate highway
< systemand the preference for truck and

< automobile transportation over train. During
¢ the1950and 1960s fewer and fewer trains
o passed through the Bowling Green Depot.

Name:;

< By the 1970s L & N was faced with increas-
$ ingfinancial difficulties, problems caused by
. increased transportation ofhazardous

o materials,and inadequate safety standards.
o The 1970s also brought the end of passen-
$ gerrailservicetoBowling Green. On

o October 7,1979 the last passenger train

« passed throughtownand the Depot closed
s afterfifty fouryears of service.

o For the last fifteen years the Depot has

« beenidleandvacant, and despite various

o unsuccessful restorationattempts, little has
* beendone tomaintain the structure.

e However, considering the long years of

« neglect, thebuildingisstructurallysound

+ andinfairlygood condition. With the

¢ committment of Operation PRIDE to begin
o restorationassoonas possible and renewed
o interestinthegrand old building, hopefully
< verysoon the Depot can once again bea

* productivecitizen onthe Bowling Green

. landscape.

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS
FOR ANNUAL DINNER TODAY !

David Morgan, Executive Director of the Kentucky Heritage Council, will be the guest
speakerat the annual dinnertobe held at the L&

Areceptionbegins at 6:30and dinner follows, Cost for the dinneris $17.00 per person.,

Tomake reservations, complete the form belowand return by May 1010
Landmark Association, P. O. Box 1812, Bowling Green, Kentucky, 42102.

Address

Number of Reservations at $17.00 each:

LANDMARK REPORT

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS:

s The Book Corner

L ]
. The followingbooks are available from the
¥ o Landmark Association:

[ ]

.o

& AStroll Around Fountain Square

i o ($3.75 plus mailing and handling charge
of $1.65)

®
¢ Architecture of Warren County,

o Kentucky, 1790-1940

_ o ($6.00 plus mailing and handling charge
R | s of $2.50)
: e ]

. o An Album of Early Warren County

o Landmarks
o ($15.00 plus mailing and handling charge
* of $3.65)
L ]
« Mailingand handling charge for two ormore
¢ books: $3.75

PRESS ON

OnMarch 22, fourteen Landmark volunteers assisted in pressingJames Maurice Ingram's
architectural renderings of Bowling Green and Warren countybuildings. Theyhad the
pleasure of opening packages which had been stored for nearlyfifty years. As each drawing
flattened, we gazed at a piece of Bowling Green's architectural heritage. Ingram designed
many homes, businessesand schoolsin thisarea. The processing was adirtyjob, buta
pleasurable one.

Contact Cooper Smith at 781-1320 for
informationaboutordering,

Thevolunteers completed over 250 sets of drawings which composed about two-thirds of
the Bowling Green/Warren County renderings. Agreat deal of work remains, as the Bowling
Green drawings make up only 1/3 of the entire collection. Ingram, who began practicing
herein 1928, left Bowling Green in the 1940s to openan office in Louisville, where he
executed some of his finest work. Although he left Bowling Green, he maintained an office
here until 1960.

Thevolunteers were quite photogenicas irons swayed in thythmic cadence. WBKO and

Fox featured them on their newscasts and the Daily News featured a photograph of the busy
group. Weappreciate theattention paid to these deserving volunteers and toan outstanding
architectural drawing collection. With muchwork left to complete the project, another
ironing daywillbe scheduled inlate May.

We salute ourvolunteers: Dr. Carson, Dorthy Dotson, Jennifer Chiles, Betty Lyne, Vernon
White, Pat Reid, Cheryl Mendenhall, Jean Thomason, Barbara Stoube, Mary Lou Parrish, Bill
and Francis Holt, Jennifer Mills and Pat Hodges.




ACTIVITIES & EVENTS:

Save Outdoor Sculpture! Survey onvolunteeringfor this project, ortoreport
< asculpture, please contact: LoriMeadows,
OnMarch4,1994,aSave Outdoor Scupture! ® * Kentucky SOS!, Kentucky Arts Council, 31
(SOS!) volunteer training session was held at . « Fountain Place, Frankfort, KY 40601 (606-
theKentucky Library, led by LoriMeadows, § 846- -5076) or Jonathon Jeffrey, WKU
KentuckyArts Council SOS! Coordinator. & KentuckyLibraryor Lynn David (606-763-
Mrs. Meadows explainedstateand national e 6394).
SOS!goals, critical issues in the area of
publicart, definition ofoutdoorsculpture
andtheroleof thevolunteerin documenting $
ouroutdoorsculpture. Thomas Podnar,
sculpture conservator with McKay Lodge
Fine Arts Conservation Labin Oberlin, Ohio,
gave instruction to staff members of the
KentuckyLibraryand volunteersinidentify-
ingsculpture materials, condition problems
andsome possible solutions. The training
session focused on Bowling Green outdoor
sculptures.

" .ig.&ux._;‘_ 1

v

< OPERATION PRIDE HAS STEPPED
:FORWARD AND ACCEPTED THE

e CHALLENGE TO SAVE THE L&N =
.TRAIN DEPOT. THESE “BEFORE”

® PHOTOS PROVIDED BY DAVID
KentuckySave Outdoor Sculpture!ispartof ® e NOYES oF D.F. NovES STUDIOS

anational campaign tolocateandinventory  ® ® SHOWS SOME OF THE ARCHITEC-
publiclyaccessible outdoorsculptureand to .-,-URM_ CHARM AND ELEGANGE

increase publicawarenessof thevalueof THE sTRUCTURE PoSSESS.
L]
outdoorsculptureand theneed forrespon- & Rl
siblelong-range plans to care for these
works. The projectincludes works ranging
from contemporary sculpturetohistoric
statues, folk artand liturgical statues.
Information gathered by Kentucky SOS! will g
beforwarded tothe National Museumof o
American Artforaddition totheirInventory §
of American Sculpture, which isaccessible 2
toscholars, conservators, and others 3
interested insculpture. °
L ]
L]
L]
L]
L]
L ]
L]
L ]
L]

The KentuckyArts Council, in collaboration
withthe University of KentuckyArt Museum,
isthesponsoring organizationin the
Commonwealth. More volunteers are still
needed tocomplete theworkin Warrenand ®

surrounding counties. Formoreinformation e it 2 .
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HISTORIC PROPERTIES
ADVERTISING

L ]
®
1245 STATE STREET E 1262 CHESTNUT ‘ 1534 CHESTNUT STREET
LOVELY OLD TRADITIONAL BRICK e CAREFULLY RESTORED, thisspacious e CHARM, COMFORT & CONVENIENCE
couldbeavintagelover'streasure. Wide o homehaslovelyinteriorcolumns, beautiful § allworkin harmonyin thisattractive older
front porchwith swings, fivebedroomson ¢ lightfixturesand woodwork, functional * home close to WKU Campus. Quite
secondfloor, third floor hasfourfinished ~  kitchen and five fireplaces. Built 1907. e spaciouswith3fullbaths and finished
rooms. House has 3 full baths, 2 = e basement. Priced at $114,900.
fireplaces. 2 car detached r <
garagewithample parking. W -

RE/MAX Real Estate

RE/MAX Real Estate :
< Call Louise §. Jolly Century 21 Buddy Adams & Associates,

Call Henry Pepper —781-2672

Call Jan Masquelette — 781-6000 - 781-9600

271 COLLEGE ST. SMITHS GROVE

451 WiLL BOHANNON ROAD BY OWNER

OVER 100 YEARS OLD. Four Bedrooms, § HISTORIC 1830'S HOME, completely ¢ LARGE OLDER HOME, over 2,500 square

2baths, in excellent condition. 30 acres, o restored, pluslargeaddition. Neartown, 5 . feet with twofullbathsand central gas heat

largestockbarn, otheroutbuildings. o bedrooms 3baths, gourmetkitchen. s and air installed in 1992. Priced to sell at
« Beautiful setting on 42 acres. $450,000. $62,500.

$ Realtorswelcome. ,
RE/MAX Real Estate W

21B Adams & Associates -
S i Call Martha Hill - 781-9600 %

Call John Garrett — 781-2672 « Phone 781-4926
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LANDMARK
REPORT
N R e
Is a publication of the
Landmark Association
of Bowling Green and
Warren County, Inc., a
nonprofit corpora-
tion organized to
promote historic
preservation/
economic develop-
ment. Landmark is
supported by the
membership of
concerned citizens.

P.O. Box 1812
Bowling Green, KY 42102
502-782-0037

L1l NO NY1d ° * 'NOILVYAYH3IS3dd
. g
cape ToTZE | A . NIZHO ONITMOH
Eokg TotoH 1e JIYLS 6PET
yaTIAL YHYS SSIW

d3I1sSINO3TY NOILDIHHOOD SsSaHaav

tCOMING EVENTS

® NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION WEEK

LANDMARK ANNUAL DINNER .

. L&N DEPOT, KENTUCKY STREET. 6:30 RECEPTION, DINNER FOLLOWS
® TICKETS: $17.00 MAKE RESERVATIONS BY MAY 10

p Board of Directors

RICK DUBOSE, PRESIDENT
JONATHAN JEFFREY, VICE PRESIDENT

LAURA HARPER LEE, SECRETARY
RON SHREWSBURY, TREASURER
PATSY SLOAN, NEWSLETTER EDITOR
BiLL MCKENZIE, PAST PRESIDENT

2l81-20ler AM ‘N3I3¥D SNITTMOH
2lgl Xxod 'O'd
NOILVYIDOSSY MEVINANY™

. MAY 19

ANN SMITH
COOPER R. SMITH,
STEVE SNODGRASS
JEAN THOMASON
KEN THOMSON

DR. RICK VOAKES

TEDDY LOU BRYANT
LYNN DAVID

MARTHA MCGUIRK
CHERYL MENDENHALL
JOHN D. PARKER
MARY LOU PARRISH

4

: LANDMARK Designed by:
o REPORT Brent Price,
° PeachTree Marketing

. 781-4186

JR.
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