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Generations of WKU graduates 

would beg to differ with one of the 

definitions The American Heritage 

Dictionary records for the word 

"academic." Since Western's creation, 

administrators and faculty have con­

tinually sought to educate productive 

members of society, thus the concept 

that "academic" could be defined as 

"having no practical purpose or use" 

does not apply to Western's first 100 

years of academics. 

Henry Hardin Cherry, his facul­

ty, and their successors have consis-

I 

tently understood that education is 

an essential tool in creating valuable 

citizens. Daily chapel attendance 

ensured exposure to topics not cov­
ered in the classroom. Western's 

first students practiced teaching 

"Model Training School" students, 

transfers from the first four grades 

of Bowling Green's city school sys­

tem. Given opportunities to teach 

one-classroom classes at the on­

campus Rural Training School and 

individual grades First through 12th 

at The Training School (in the cur-

rent Science & Technology Hall 

building), graduates of the four-year 

program earned diplomas for bach­

elor's degrees from Western 

Kentucky State Normal School and 

Teachers College by 1926. 
Throughout WKU's his tory, fac­

ulty have enhanced their studenu 

learning opportunities within class­

room and laboratories with non­

traditional educational experiences. 

From its earliest publications. 

Western's use of nearby Mammoth 

Cave is evident. By 1929, thirty-eight 



geography and botany students 

completed a Rocky Mountains study 

excursion at a cost of $275 for the 

46 days of instruction, camping and 

deluxe motorbus t rayeL In 1969, 

Western's fiye-yea r-o ld foreign 

study program expanded to form a 

Center for Intercultural Studies. 

By 1928, regional newspapers 

informed citizens of the desire to 

make historical primary sources and 

artifacts ayailable on campus to 

Western students. The completion 

of the Kentucky Library and 

Museum in 1939 provided a labora­

tory for lifelong learning, a site for 

students to intern and work, and a 

unique storehouse of cul tural treas­

ures. Recognizing Western's vision, 

Ogden College graduate C. Perry 

Snell donated more than 350 works 

of art collected during his European 

travels, including 16th century Italian 

copy, of Leonardo da Vinci's portrait 

of the Mona lisa. 

Western's mission has always 

been to educate its students for suc­

cessful life participation. Dr. Cherry 

began a paper for the Kentucky 

General Assembly in 1928 with a 

simple statement "Teachers' col­

leges were established in order that 

the teachers of Kentucky might have 

more life to give to the children of 

the Commonwealth." 

Cherry wrote letters of recom­

mendation for students and faculty 

that not only provided academic 

credentials, but spoke to the individ­

ual 's character. Late in his life, Dr. 

Kelly Thompson, counseled a stu­

dent that the Golden Rule was 
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