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December 24, 1969

Bvery Christmas Lancaster and I compare notes on the former stu-
dents from whom we have heard, then or recently. It is amazing
how nearly unanimous the messages from our students are in praising us
for being friendly and interested in their problems when they were stu-
dents, ©Some of the notes and letters are positively sacred, for they
unvell depths in our former students that we hardly suspected, Notes
and letters 1ike these reassure us that our years of talking with our
students really paid offy for us and, they say, for thems When I was
at Indiana University once when Winifred was a student there, I went
down the hall where were the offices of some of the teachers I had known
in my day, ten years earlier. On the door of one of the best teachers
I ever had was the schedule for conferences, "open house," if you 1like.
There were four fifteen-minute periods for a weekil!} My, how strange
I felt, with my twenty hours, many times, at my flesk in one week for the
sole purpose of seeing needy students, An occasional student would re-
fuse to come to a conference that he had already set upj rarely did any
such student stay through a semester in my class, He usually found out
that he was in the wrong pew. One arrogant lad refused to come to dis-
cuss his term paper or any part of it, Then he turned in a paper that
had obviously been prepared by someone who had never been in my class,
a paper that failed to follow any direction that T had given the c¢lass,
But such happenings were rare, and maybe that is why I remember this
imma*ure lad's arrpgant attitude, For most of the students I did not
have ehough timej they wanted to talk to me about everything, whether
they were even in my classes or notj and they would often come in and
remain a whole period, sometimes two or three together. I count as clear
gain these conferences, whether they were scheduled or not. At the con-

clusion of a fifteen-minute conference with a very bright girl fresh-

man, she sald, "Well, this is the first time T have ever had a chance to



talk to a teacher in his office You can bet she never missed an onpor-
tunity to refhrn for a conference or just to chat, And she made a fine
contribution to the school by being an outstanding student.

The recent letter to the editor of the COLLEGCE HETIGHTS HERALD on
this very subject certainly expressed well the feeling of its writer about
how necessary it is to have proper communications between teacher and
student, She impli@d that there is, in certain departments, a positive
hostility to there being friendliness or companlonship of teacher and
student. I have told you before that I was scolded by several of the
older faculty because I fraterhized with my students, that I took them on
walks with me, that I worked in my garden or even on my sewer line with
thems Wny not? Who am I, or was I,to feel superior and to bulld a
hedge about my conception of a dignified teacher? Some of thelsoldings
I got still rankle, for they were given by teachers who acted as if
their being college professors placed them in a sort of semi-deified
position. Having a good memory has often made me wince when some old-
timer from away back when praised the fine demoeracy of the older dayss
frankly, as I have said maybe too often, there was 1ittle democraey in
evidence in the first four or five years I was here, It took my own
generation to help break down some of this staid, stilted attitude.

It is difficult for younger students to understand how stiff things used
to be, I would say that Miss Frances Richards, in any five years of her
dedicated service at Western, showed more democracy and understanding of
students than did all the women from 1907 to 1915, And very few people
who have had any connection with Westsrn were rearcd in such genuine
aristocracy than shej; the respect given her by hosts of our ablest étu-
dents through the years is, to me, the finest trihute to genuine democ-

TACY » There has never been anything of the spirit of worship in this

love for hers it 1s a feeling of Big Sister or of a real Professor, not a

flgurchead. 1f we lose the best of this relationship, Western will be

Just another collegs,
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