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Old-fashioned Courting “?:

Hothing hes chenped more radiceally in the last two orx threc
[NE E '

1

, even thouph the

decedes thon the wethods of courting

geem aquite ss sucesgaful and guite as romantic, ey
Victorisnsg were voung, the frenknegs of menner thet ig now btie rbas

wort of insulting, A well-brad boy did not
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courting wes mede o gordoug and beantilul pegesnt, Grell hroth

of the hov or gird msde niekel hr o soting o note-cornier

hetvaen thea Lo, And such Teorrmel notes:

e, JTolhn D, "7illic
Tetionce Joungoen's conyg
viorning, Joly the tyclith.?

me recuvests theo plessare of
1

eny to it Ohoreh on

e

L.

And 1iss Potience Jonnszon cnevered gquile as Lormelly, the

Tfooted hrother profiting by bhe Victorian modesty,
[ L of o

Sometimas it ow

v, 1M0TC ﬁx;erienaea\pﬂrson w0

- 1
|

ore iy end ceme heck to veport, like Jonn Alden,

-t e e et L o T o T S : T T S S R N
Jir, who hed nwd oo glxemonthe’ stert of me 10 Lhig Jlengriant

of steopine out, wes whet fhe world would huve celled then wn

her ol

IC G T, Jinny wos Lue toirteen-yasi-clo Gad

ST ]
eAperl

o ohenont whao lived on en edjoining Toarm, Tor g0

wos nohb ot sclhiool thet day, but Jim and Jinny were, i rode my

pule throuch the woods to sconool et plegtine snd hedled Jim, He,

with the susviby of arn old-tinaer, made the dete Lor ne, end I
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gelloped the nule susy Just sg tho

Tor bhooYo, 11 of Tonrteen

my volce was in Lhat indefinite st
sopTeany ond hasso orolundo.

Sunday~sftecnoon calls

Yy

The frent room was opened un Jjust

were winher, « fire was bullt in &

B L brother%, g0 usalful tune doy

o drorm ths Holy of Jlolies, the

i
R

e}

)
5 ]

stricken with soma vlapue, 21

hie steed end foultlessly w

g blocking «ith « brushn mede

Pilxrny!

give an edded lusgtze;, he ovobably

blacking, ) Mo doorman to ,

. s
& prea

more Forumally tnen tae youny worian

Bosnful and rewdy to run, he entar

oiten forpetting that ne had
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e
\thh
P
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ler filss Johinson &1 the dipn

westoer, thnot pood old tople of co

the afternoon chuet, wilcn was some

Aboul sunselt it weos tne

normal,

himsell out guite as formally as h

o

et horein tinme to feed tae stock

known Pa

o3

Leoener wes rincing the bell

1f I rewomber corrvecily, wnd

3

bBatween colorebura

e

sre the ccrme of polite courtenip.,

£oit

e

pfter Sunday dinner,

e firveploce or the stove, Tha

o

helore &g & note-besrer,

woas kKept

iront voow, as UL e were

by ceme ths young pollont,

tiired, his shoeg shined vl

Tor Lhal vory purpsse, (to

ned uaged gome coltec in the

gificicl ever recelved se bl ap

T

SWL Ll

e door for hsr

ooened

ad wnd

tience since toocy were

washbowl{horrorsy), end calling

€.

oo bruasted servant. Tl

ity of

nversation, opened the way {or

times « long time becowing

duty of the voung fellow to bow

e ned sntered, so bhet he could

and pet in wood Lo the nigot.
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Old-ifasnioned CourtingV{

Yhen we vsed Lo be in ftoe courting ape, bthere were

not many slaces fox voung naonle to g0, hureh was the

t
e
o

one genarally chiosan, You could, il you were brave ecnougi,
with wour girl on the women's side, while the other fellows,
even the husbands, occunied the other side of the church,

If it were hot weatner, and it wes generally werm for me, vou could
Tan the girl and vourself snd keep fron being too embarrossed.

dowever, hocing cors or feeding the wheat thresher is not why wernes

1

poan open-and-shut Ton while all the

1
!

work than Tenning s gied with
other bovs sre looking on, You wor¥ up some of this warmbn
teviogs to dgnore the envious beys end trying equally sas herd
to think only pious snd holy thouphts sbout the boys., UL course,
vou mirnt sit with yoevry pirl in the choir, G one such occasion
Lowset near the vreccher while a bug on his wing collar veinly trisd
to make & comple e clycult of the reverend gentleman's neck,
pirobhably feelinawhen it rﬂachegjgie and ol of the wing of tue
colliar thet some monster hnad bitten out & part oi the uvniverge,

I wetched that bup so intently =nd with such & composed countensnce

that the preschier comglimented me Lo my mother for my pood abtention,

L, 4

Chien he looked in my direction, I wes olways swilings he thoupght

tie sermon,; but I cennct recell a single

-

L owas agrecing with

thing he soid end would have moede no alpher grade taat nicnt thern now.

Sometimes we didf o big thing or twe in our stuid

comanity , We nod en ell-dey picenié on the Tourth of JUE&U oI wie

had the guarterly rmeeting ob our church. Dinner on the pround just

vent with sreacning sll duy, Liks rieg wnd turkey, bam ond eces,

"

or anyv obther wvell-matched woir, Sometimes we brought the young
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Lady to churen on such oeoasions and saw to ;% thnnt she wes sul-
ficiently fed znd noticed.- Usuwlly she wes of the sems cormunity
and had to help her mother lay out the food on the tebleclotis
gnresd end to end undsy the trees near tne church, riow eagerly
you fad her thoe cheicest daintiss your mother hed prevared, or she
singled vou out in the same foshion in an effort to convince you
that good cooking is one of the charscheristics inheritaed by
deuphters, If vou felt & little grown-up, you and sae might
5it out in the buppy during the afternoon presching,

1i, after o few vears of ardenlt woolng, you had srrived
ot the spe when you felt able to start life away from tne old folks,
vou bhepon storing up courage snough Lo ask the pirits father,
Orators nave selid o lot of foolish things sbout the courage of
the soldier: what is ¢ soldiex's newe facing of gun fire in
comnarison with walking into tuae living room of & farsilouse Lnd
tolking over the subject of mutrimony with her daddy and neinay?
Tou who have been there lnows the rest of you are plumb ignorant,
Dut, in wy part of the world, ot least, there was alweys & possi-

5Lity of an elopement to Tennessees, which in those days had

o

laws of merriage slightly laxer than fthose of Yentucky. Some Tan
ewoy Just for the vowmence of 1t, though thelr percents were not

in %he least inclined to offer objections to the wmateln, You

see, the orospects of & Flight wcross four or Tive miles of

hed rosd with tioe gixl's father in hot purstit, shotgun in Red,
were very ¢lluring,  anyway, the old Chestnut Tree, vhere

cne usually mat the parson, was a much-freguented place, This
tree, barely over the line in Tennessee, bscsme our local

Gretno CGraen, And so anded the back-countery ccourbship; thre next

big problem facing the two wes "living happilly ever sfterwvard,'
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In those earlier deys we had trunks, too, great big
fellows that had to be packed skilifully end roeped tightly to
keeﬁ them from being tern all to pieces. I wore out two per-
fectly good trunks in my early college days. Some of my earlier
schoolmates used to help pay their way througp éollege by hauling
trunks, another passing institution, as you &ll know. A joke
we used to repeat every vear was that when ocur fricende were ready
to pack their trunks, weﬁ would come over and help tramp in the
contents for them, & figure borrowed, of course, from the method
used in packing ftobescco into hogsheads.,

ticule. I suppose it means any

T cennot define re
small container for necessery ariicles, usually cerried along by

8 woman. There have been so many varieties egince I could first

remember that I shall not attempt to list them, One such container

used to be carried along full of teacakes when the faiily went to
church. My brother was wlways decorous as long as the teacakes

lasteds; no amount of fear of the preacher of of what might happen

when he got home could keep him guiet after the teacakes were gone,

From fourthly to nineteenthly the wriggling continued, unless
Mgther grew tired of it all and sought the out-of-doors and &
switch, Some poet ought to pay his respects to the teacake as
8 moral force in the preceding generation; meny a good child at
church owes his reputstion to the adequate supply of these

goodies stored in a reticule or handbag.

What containers we shall use next it hath not vetl appeared,

hut what we now use will seem equally ss funny then as reticules
BEEMm Y0W, And I wish some collector would start right now to
preserve all forms of handbsgs, reticules, telescopesn, and Llrunks

thot cornn be Tound in attics end Llumbher rooms,
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Some venrs ofo oo crovwn men told me thot ne felt his

Fy

ilvre hecosusne he had never had o 1ittle red wepron,

Sonte Clius, hy some stranpe pavversity, Teiled to do Wie Auty

i

in thet home, The 1ittle red wagon becsme the hest-loved toy

on tha asluce, It could houl eveprything imogincble, Trom Boby

(S e d
Sirte

v ho stove wood, Lt conld cosst dovn every slonting nleca

and its

Al
o
-
)
(=N
fad
o

nanr tha house, cometimes with disscoctrous result:
ewner, Sometimes it wonld he drawn hy o dog or o gost or oo el
thet ds, if the snimel wentad to work
cthers who heve driven dors to sleds, I wonder whal he would hewve

one with my controry doe,

fan

it

e 1ittle red

oon tast wr Priend vonted wor the

Fal

sristocret of weprons: thae 1ithle ot obthe bowe wode Top

~

themaelvers wors not oo pretty but were wmore vsaful, o aded the

~

1eels Trom o 1or wnd borad o hole For the sxle with on suecer,

T'gwr byees in our

shene for o lony anouph digtunce to melke Tour wheels; thet me:nt

thot our vhaecls nicht have tandencies from the start biaet wonld

pltivetely lesd 4o discster, we mads the frere, Yoo, ond

weron thet weg strong ond servicashbla, Lt owes the officicl wopon

Tor vinogd for

o voze of oolves Lo, st ey

o losd of wood stey on ap L owoonld

Meve had Bo werk Lo Yhoted MY it din my arme Put Iovonld nove lost



Yigve

mantionad,

s Live hovy,

ania Ternoy

line or =son

pives the

do(ggi tyv ho vun sour vahicle ascross s

conatinm

vy e

tion onls tha achaler s

some hove

Adimnoyearr,

mwmaTilanni

i » ]

CO&

if %

ayer g

the

yer s

N L I X ,
My OO0 0T £

o

nolt heve to »son o aithor of thoe Lug

The frove old bhupey is rood anouph for

the ghal

o T tha had and

sting dovm nills, ruiding srone vehicle with o law

Adng v

Losteel-tired bhuepy vorke best,

[

nomher ol jolts, Srould Ly this deviee

o
¢ dn winter in Touy

vouhle rasulhte, comanmher

(N
of sutamahilers
ayohebh Ty tha moet fopcincting thine thrt

EERVEH P

e the heal hee vesnt in olviliss-

o

e axanarivantiage wifth an old

1 vy oranye nride

a s

nenld et b it for the

nd crr: o TTon

sririt of odventure the sounpsters oo

ith thedir hretterdd-un

vtinings,

|
1‘
|
|



No.”

A Chapter on Boots and Shoesﬁf'

Where are the cavelry boots that used to be the mark

of the young men all dressed up? Where are the brass-toed boots

k)

with red tons that Llittle fellows wore? here are brass-toed shoes
and brogansy Hearly all of these lasted down into ouvr own time,

hut only hropaens coen clsim to be alive in any ordinary sense of
L% - v

£,

the term. "he lest boy in cur nelg

1.1

hhorhood to wear boots

went by thet nane zs long as he lived, I think he ratier enjoyed
the distinction, too, for he could lopez like & horse snd clali=zy
un the sisles st school, making enough nolse to he the envy wnd
desnair of the rest ol us, The last peir of cenuinefy cavelry
boots I ever saw on a cilvilicn were as clissy s any of those
treasured as keepesles of some distinecuished ancestor who had
foupht in the Civil wer,

e

resa=toad sghoes were prest thinps, too, ey wora

sturdy things, made with wooden pegs, ond as nard os planls,
The bresgs seross the tii[ﬁolﬂcd onie kick = pete off dite hinges

§

without 111 affeets o the toc,. My lost padr ley spound in the
oile of 0ld shoes for o long timey than my older sister threw
them out the door towsrd - wile of thinge to he burned.
chanece they landed in & tree snd hang thare untlili tue frae

diad end Fall down, ey had hesa so sbtrongsly hullt thot not
a1l the wegther covld herwm then, Woen the tree fell, I, then

nearly o, neiled Lhem up agelinst the side of the smokel

ghere they hung for o decosds or tvo, rolbine losl whien snother
building hizd to he erectad, I wisghh L “wnew viel baeceme of these
toverh 1ittle wocdeu-pegeed shoes Lhot could Last smoe lonpg,

Guy renersbtion 1s too solt-Tooted, some of thepe

dointy wen and worman ourbi te wnow the oexguisite torturce of



Ne.™!

e

ppthing on o ir of hropen shoes some cold winter morning,
S i T

Home stones zre harder than those brosans, bhut net &1l stencs sve,

A pilece of poper, lighted at the Ffiresplace and inserted into

cuoh shoe in turn, cen help o 1ittle; but one had better scceptl| the

hard leather as one of fthe ills that flesh is heilr to znd

rom the Toot inte the wnrisan that feet were lonpg apo condemned to.
Two of myv great-uncles were shoemakers, but they died

long apo and vere saved the hamilisztion of seeing the helf-goles

I usad to put on wmy ovn B8hoes, ve haed o pet of lasts and could

do simple ran: o If the hropons were incspeble of bedding

el

bvafore the oripincl scles wore thin, they certiinly were not un
less cdamantine ofter the clomey helf-soling, I did not use
wooden wegs, howeveor, forx thev were ooing oot of stryle,

dhien shoes got old, they vere discarded hul not

aobuslly destvoved, for there were many other usss tonet shoes head

4.1
0,7 "

hagides wenrine thers on Teel, The uoprers could supnoly leathex

for 110 sgorte of Taxm noedo, The old shoes thermgelves, hiorong

.

4

ggpeciclly, could he nailed to the wagon bries, neel up, end thug

help check the spoed an we went down the ills, Long hefore

broake lining Tor awitomoblles wag hesxd ofjwe uged this simple

device for the sanme HIrposc,

-1

Then as now @ld shoes ceme in hondy 20 weddings, e

“

vew winter dsy one of wy naichbor boys ceiee by on his wey Lo welew

his horses ot the spring nesy the church; hne hod just hegard

to he vearrl

ane of the hove we hed rone te school wlth

Tront of the chureh, ¢ pothered up sowe old shoesg and celehrefad
in trug Teehion, sithing catride and barehock on our molen, There
the old shonss leoy nntil the neat oonzing, when they greated the

3

naonls vhio hed come Lo reorpeonize the Sundey Dcheol, ~ho

arobehly vonderad no o two of thew were g les
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come eandidetes could afferd to use thelr voeluable bime In

reaple lauoh, Sometbimes these Forn-gpinmers were the

1
Q.

relelng
very onesf who, by a sorit of poetiec Justice, got the oifices,
Nesrly «ll of the ruces, though, develoned some wari contests,

iy which one's personal or family histnry,gmuoh of it forgeotten,

got & good alring-out, denchmen tresiled cround ofter thelr

)

favorite candidotes snd cheered or hissed ot the pipght tines,
tat on the frinegs of thas crowd & few blows could he expected,

a
i

The condidotes took theilr turns A

=~

=y by day, so thal no one ever
knew whent the fireworks mipht start, Covernment was thus broupht
to the people, whe came Trowm the hille and hollows and ssserted
tnelr rights by sitting for sours in s stufly schoolhiouse or church
ar hy sianding in the hlistering surmer zunshine, Uratory was not
the on&y/%ﬁing that floved freely, either; Hence the fervor o

e

oggfg feworite might just as well heve been called Tlavor, We care
f/é;inly got wern in those dave, hut, to save wy life, I cannot recall
winom my Tather voted for in some of the hottest rucas, I heve also
forpotten waether dire things followed the election of somebody or
obther to o county office, even though we had been snsured that
tragedy was lurldng just sround the corner, Somehow this
sounds 5o modern that I sm wlreid some one will think I an
writing about gome cenmpoipn now pgoing on, when in reality halfl
the condidates for thip vear have not vet snnounced and nohody
hog yet dalivered s speoch,

in the old deye L could not heve known what 1 now knov,
that =1L of thie hed been saild and done apes before in (reece, in
Rome, and in Angland, Rabble-rousers were not peculiar to
Fidelity. The odd thing is that little o0ld Fidelity, sway
on the edge of things, reproduced so faithfully so much that

has always existed where democracy tries to find its way out.
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The 0ld-Veshioned Country Sundey Sehoolvf

Teaw of the Dundey SBehools today cre like those we uped

to attend, On the First Sundey we cosembled and

2

orgnnlzaed for the vepr, =ith ern sbundonce of pood-snelling Sunday
Sehool bhooks and cicture cerds andenouph zeal to Teast until

ranl winter froze us outb, April meant spring, ond spring neand
wild flowers eyound the chupegh wnd small fizh building thelr

negts in the shollow ploces of the creek, r1l meant new lesves

on ﬁhﬁlz;;;s and the odors of bloszoming plants znd the flickering
lipghte throupgh the windows, The lespons and the sermons afbterwerdy

somativmes turned on horrible thinps, hut it was easy to look

o

nut the windows and forpet 211 horrors in o blissfl enjovrment

of soying, A0L throuph the euwrmer snd Fall the sthendance keont

up pretty wall, though somathing esxciting or senpationsl in snother
neaiohbhorhood misght deaw avayv some of the voung Folks, The nroscher
aame pretty vepnlsely throuph the summer ond steped & protrocthed
meatineg in the hottent senson, A1 of thisg keot our Sunday

Gehoel eoing, but T douht whether the working of wircelse covld

heve kent it "everpreen,? theth ie, slive throvpgh the winter,

‘\/\ OW{% 6-{‘

Tinter wos £ar neirhborhood dviﬁitiﬂﬁ cnd rehbit hunting and nerties,

To nipht aver got too cold ov snowy for nsrtiecs, howevar esslly

Fraaze outb,

a mere Sundey Sehool wipht
Pient today T ocould o throush the catechism we uned
bo—ylaa. ench Sundsv whaen T wee o 1ittle bov, It wee not the
Shorter Ortachisy or anv other published varsion but coneernad
tealf with tha first, tha oldest, the stroneest, the wigast,

and other Temovs men of the Tihle, It hecerme such s maltier of

associntive memorvy the t AT the te:r aher hoad suddenly eelad ng who
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awnltiowed o whale, wo wonld have instently deaid this erime

2t noor old Tonehite door, Mow [this cortechism wese not & pert of
o

the lesmson wrooer, The lasson, Tor the verv smell anes, =1t lerat,

wae printed In auestion and soneear form, so that Mother or Dip

Sigtar conld ftasch us, . Put thase guestions znd snswers vmygjﬁonm

nver, snd while the clasgaes of older meople weore yrengline over

zoma chatruse noint of thaolopy, the tescher had to do zomething

to ¥een the 1ittle wrirglere from wripgling, Hence this ohbhravisted

cetrohiem, T ¢3vmvs shove on these drillis, for I hed ¢ bhip voice

iringe Bibloe students.

=nd could dronwm ont any nU'ﬂaﬂT*lnf BT

Por rovarde wae ot orvrds, vuech Like thoss mertioned in

TOLT AT, hile none of the horg I 'mes frvoded Tor errds, some

A
]

of them cnould hove done this odmiredly 47 toer hed not Feored

nerents) ruthorite ond the turoth fo come, e very L athendad

avary Sundoe and hod oo merfect Iesecomn, vhabovaer theoth

Sundav Tohaol
masnt, fa o oreword oot s oomell Bible, e velrinar of = binpp
avaer a1l snr hipoer then L Add wher T merched down the rizle to
cat Lhis rewerd,

o Sundew Sahnnl, se b chureh, meonle wvers Yant dlvided

5

intn the foo pexes, juet ro fhae Tord hed mode them, The men =nth nn

ane gide, From the "imen Onpner,? with its 2lders snd resbectobls

rantloman, hpel ta the Adleorderly bhunch nesr the door e

roman ware ohretifiad an the ather ecide of the church, h o ewnT

invanted Y'vomen Cornoy, " Only deving woune rmen with thelr swe
Tearhs wonld oid on the woren's edide, eny o Liwe I o hove sean g

souve el lent shioy his girl to Wﬁﬁher aloee ond then cotice o thae

nnmoaite =ide, Tnoroena oinrohes there weg s wmiddle ron o of sar
i 3

goind of mauntrel opreovnd, wheve noth sexeg conld eif withont

cttrrating athention, Mhen thore Yoo thae cholr, ofter the oveewn
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gee odinets )l led, where one aconld =it with hig

wnd Frn Mar i th

o1 oonen-ond-shiut Fon while the gervice lasted,

Ryt time nesses, cnd so does anv or everyv custom, i

sunpose one could nardly tell novedayo wnoion oide of wry olnicoeh

ven Toreordained end pradestinated for nen or Loy womern, WIS e T

{- a7

sunDose, Jrom nadoguato thet e Dundey School

Dene onh nov, Lnen mobtor carh osn ®o sooen roll over

RS N

the good rord To the Jeimzeh in the velley by tha wildwood, ¥
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Showing Off in Fidelity

The gome of showing off, or strutting one's stuff,
ig not e new oney back in old Fidelity we used to know all the
intricacies of this fascinating sport. Our particular kinds
of showing off mey not have been exactly like yours, but they
probably resembled them, It seems to be innate in all of us
to try to appear a little better than we really are; this
gives us something to live for, something to hold out &s &
goal to be achieved,

Somebody alweys had a horse to exhibit, While we
were sitting round the loafers' Jjoint, the owner of a geited
horse woulﬁ dash by, stirring up the dust between thg two stores,
Rarely some one would drive a good horse to & cart and would
make several trips through the village before stopping b;g;;;
the envious group of whittlers, In later times rubber-tired
buggies enhanced/the value of a gaited horse; no make of suto-
mobile, however expensive, can ever give the same gmount of
distinction as was conferred on the owner of the first rubber-
tired buggy of a country neighborhood. Here is whet I would
call the thirdy-third degree of showing off: a young man drives
up to the country churéh in his rubber-tired buggy, with his
horse's head reined up very highs he cuts the shafts around in
the approved manner, springs out of his buggy, assists his
voung lady companion to the ground with a flourish, and éhen -
hitches his horse to a tree, while all the less fortunath
fellows gasp or gape st the fine show.

Ghilgign of Fidelity were slways bright, or, at least,

their immediate éhgestors thought so. One village wiseacre
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said it was queer to him how bright children were and how dumd
they were when they grew up. Bragging on one's gelf is seldom
accepted in civilized circles, It was and is very proper to
say great things about one's offspring, particularly if they are
toosmall to go to school and thus shéw how dumb they may be in
books, Some of the people at Fidelity could say fine things
sbout their grown-up children who/no longer lived in the neigh-
borhocd. Some of these foreigners had made a lot of money,
some had unéommonly peart children, and others had married
bright and &ttractive wives,

Ancestors were probably no better and no wprse than
the average. Some of the neighbors rated themselves rather
high because of real or fancied forsbears thset did astonishing
things back in North Carolinas or 0ld Kentucky, as Fidelity people
elways called the part of Kentucky east of the Tennessee River,
Even in those days I wondered how such great ancestors could be
represented by such ordinary descendents; my wonder persists,

But the way people showed off in cooking was perennial.
Not to be @& good cook was to be far down the scale. And the poor
husband came in for his share of praise by being & gggg_provider.
Pies, cakes, boiled ham, roast beef, fried chicken-~what didn't
people know how to cook? Once in a great while a new recipe
got loose in our neighborhood: new brands of teabakes, or layer
cekes, or cake lcingse. But for most purposes, when company
was not expected, the same old round of ordinary cooking was in
vogue,

Since Fidelity is now on a good state highway and hes
daily deliveries of ice and fresh "baker's" bread from the wounty

seat, I wonder how my old neighbors "put the big pot in the little
one" to show off when company comes,
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Books and Playtime
I

Not all of the old-time schools are gone, but the few
that remain are bordering on extinction, The same old buildings
of thirty, forty, or fifty years ago can be found, but the old-
time teacher has died of old age, and few younger ones have arisen
to f£ill vacant places. The maximum education of & rural teacher
of @ generation ago was hardly the equivalent of a good eighth-
greade diplﬁma; theoretically, at least, no one can teach now
es & beginner without two years of college. Since the old-
fashioned school is decidedly a passing institution, I want in a
few‘articles to recreate for the younger generation the school
we Jé\the forties and fifties and sixties knew and loved. Before
I start, I must éxplain the title: "books" meant the time spent
in the schoolroom, presumably time spent in studying and reciting;
"playtime" meant the morning and afterncon recesses and the long
period at noon, If you wil} go back to the old one=-room school
with me, where there are children from five to twenty-five
yvears of age in attendance, all under one teacher, I will first
introduce you to books and then give you & long diversion in the
form of playtime,

All schools had to be called to begin, The most
primitive way, the one my mother remembered, was for the teacher
to come to the schoolhouse door and call sonorously: "Come in
to books, " much as the officers used to, and still do, call
people in to court, One such teacher used to rap on the wall
of the schoolhouse with a stick as a signal that it was time to
start. The way of calling books for most of us was to ring a

handbell; I still have the one I called my first school in with
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thirty years ago. It was a proud day ig/%he lives of the

c¢hildren of our school, forty or more years ago, when & big bell
was installed, a bell like those that summoned the farmers from
the fields. We put the bell on a post by the side of the

door and nailed iﬁf@ecurely to the wall, This gave us a

sort of ladder to olimb to the roof when we lost our ball playing
antny over, Nearly every child of the school district could
hear this bell, for thé schoolhouse wae on & good-sized hill near
the center of the district, It haé only one other rival in

the community, the bell on the union church on a neighboring
hill, a bell that still sounds out in that neighborhood as a part
of the county high school that succeeded the union church.

Now we are in the old schoolhouse, It was not & pre-
possessing place in looks. At one end was a platform where the
teacher sat. Behind her and to the sides of her stage yuere
the blackboards, ceiling planks painted black. Near the front
was a large wood stove, with its mate at the rear of the room.
Behind the doors at the end opposite the tescher's desk were the
dinner buckets and bhaskets, with the water bucket half-way be-
tween, Bgquipment as we now know it was practically lacking.

The crayon was usually provided, rather stingily, by the teacher,
Some times we brought it from home, Brasers were chiefly made
from sheepskins, As my father killed several sheep every year,
I was always provided with erasers fop myself and my best girls,
If I remember correctly, there were two rows of #Houble seats and
two rows of single desks in our schoolhouse, We were a bit
haughty over the fact that these desks were store-bought rather

than home-made; some of our neighboring schools were not so

fortunate, There may have been other supplies and bits of
equipment, but I cannot remember anything to add to the rather

bleak picture.
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Books and Playtime
II

I do not know what the methods of our present-day
schools are, but I think I could conduct a whole day of the
schools 1 used to attend, For eaéh lesson the children were
called to the front. If the lesson were spelling, we lined up,
even toeing & crack in the floor, We had regular places in the
. line and turned down those who could not spell a word, We also
had headmarks, that is, the one standing head at the end of the
lesson was given a mark of merity he went to the end the next
day and tried to work up again, To have the most headmarks
was like being elected to Phi Beta Kappa in college. In fact,
I was much prouderd of my superior number of headmarks in 8pellingr
than I was wheﬁ\i/g;t my Phi Beta Kappa key. If we were guite
small, we "gpelled on the book," that is, we called the letlers
and pronounced the words syllable by syllable and then were given
some simpler words to spell orally. In much later times we wrote
words on a slate or tablet, but orel spelling was the one big
thing. We often spelled words that we had never heard of
and probably never would hear of agains "t-i-n," ting "tei-n,"
tin, tintin; "n-a~-b," nadb, tintinnabj;"u," tintinnabu, "l-a,"
la, tintinnabulsy "ei-o~n," tion, tintinnabulation. That was
my favorite word, though I did not know until I was grown that

the word meant the sound of small bells, sAfter 8ll, the word

was in the McGuffey Spelling Book and Was supposed to be spelleds;

that was enough, I also remember elephantissis, incompatihility,

and transubstantiation.. You see, when a bézfzould spell big
®ords like these,he had progressed far in his education. To
be able to spell no farhher than baker was to be only about in

what would now be called the second or third grade. Some times
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we brought an old Blue-back Speller from home for some extra
drill or for PFriday-afternoon spelling-matches. In one school
we had o dictionary class, in which we spelled, gave dlacritical
the word correctly in a sentence, Whether we were taught ;Eégtly
or wrongly, we learned to spell, an accomplishment that is pretty
rare todey, though I suspect that many of the children still

are wondering what el}éemosynary end metempsychosis meanh.

Reading was always oral, We took turns reading and
watching the others for mistakes, I regcell one tongue-tied
little girl's saying '"Her wepeated" after one of her classmates
had finished her reading. We stopped at each comma long enough
to count one, sometimes actually counting aloud. The semicolon
counted two, the colon three, and the end of the sentence four,
"When Columbus discovered America(one) he had three vessels(three)
the Pinta(oned the Nina(one) and the Sants Maria{four)y Host
of the selections, fortunately, were designed for oral reading,
for ourséwas the day for oratory. We meﬁorized boems, wise
sayings, orations, and even dialogues, Often when we studied
e poem, we did concert work, either reading fram the book together
or repeating what we had memorized. I wanted to murder the
boys who would not memorize anything but would Just hum or even
use ugly worcse when the rest of us did 6ur concert reading, I
taught my own rural schools very much after the traditional way.
One of the poems we memorized was "Try, Try Agein." One little
girl in my school always started the second stanza:

"Onet or twiet, though you should fail,
Try, try again,"

I tried more than iwict to break her of the habit, but I suspect

she is s8till saying it to her children or grandchildren,
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Books and Playtime
111

Arithmetic gave us & chance to shine in practical ways.
In fact, the old-time school was gunged amlmst wholly by the three
R's, The slate and the blackboard shared honors in this dailly
showing off. The multiplication table looked good on the painted
ceiling planks~ so also did long<¥awsw3?5f1gures to be added
and such high-brow things as mensuration, percentage, and
gquare root, One teacher, still living and teaching, challenged
me one day by asking me how much the stove pipe would hold. That
was not in the book, but I accepted the challenge, brought a

tapeline from home,K and messured the pipe, When I solved the

)
problem satisfactorily, I felt that mensuration had some meaning.,
Most of our arithmetic was hardly so practical, however, The
most famous problem in Ray's Third-Part Arithmetic was John
Jones's Hstate, It probably got more great financiers started
than all other forms of cyphering.

Geography was almost pure memory and was about as unreal
as anything could be, We bounded all the states and countries,
named capes and rivers and bays and lakes, but knew nothing about
people, their industries, and their ways of living. "What ocean
east of North America? What Gulf and Sea south? | What ocean
west? What cape at the southern extremity of Greenland?

Name all the tributaries of the Mississippi.” About ten thousand
such questions we could answer, absorbing a little learning in
spite of ourselves, the teach%ff/;nd the book. We could name

all of the states and thelr capitals and even all foreign
countries, (This was before the World War and its resultant
gomplications in Buropean geography.) The Negroes of my time

were still teaching countries and capitels in & series of rhymes
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given in & sing-song. The state lines looked ag&eal s the
rivers snd mountains,. When I crossed the line into Tennessee
for the first t&me, I was surprised at not seeing & line fence
at the least. Mother's old geography used to amuse us, for
many of the statesgwe knew were listed as_ territories, One book
was called an “Atlas"; the reading part bore the strange title
of "A Grammar of Ceography." We drew maps galore. I liked
the Western states, for they are cut out on rather straight lines.
Without exactly knowing why, we liked geography, even though
we rather douvbted many of the things it said.

We learned many abstruse facts in history. We could £1ill
the blackhoards with dates, explorers, casualties in battles,
nemes of Presidents, and other detached facts. Sometimes we
hed headmarks in history end geography and had to work hard to
keep our records and those of the ;thers, for we trusted no one,
the teacher included,

Facts were our stock in trade. In civil government
we could name 21l the officers in state, county, and nation.

In physiology we could neme the bones, the nuscles, and hoth sets

of teech, though we ﬁnew nothing about a toothbrush except one

made from blackgum or from hickory bhark. In grammar we memorized
rules galore, twenty-two of them in Harvey's text. The strange
thing about grammar was that no amount of study seemed to make

our daily language any better, We could disgram and parse the
longest summer's day, but we said, with no compunckions of conscience:
"Miss Bunice, can me and Jim go get a bucket of water?! Facts

a6 such seemed the big thing, not an application of facts.
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I do not know how much studying we did in the old~bime
schoolg, but we did a lot of pretending. To give the appearance
of being hard at work, we would walk up to the front to ask the
teacher to pronounce s word for us or to get some help in arith-
metic, Tnis constant procession, equalled by the one going in
the other direction to the water bucket, kept the poorly-built
old schoolhouse in a constant state of unstable equilibrium,
Sometimes mischievous boys stuck out their feet and tripped uss
I shall not dwell on what happened next, except to say that no
amount of punishment seemed to stop the recurrence of this
infraction of rules. Telking was always forbidden. Some teachers
had us tell at the end of the day how many times we had talked,
Those who had fallen from grace used many ways to induce others
to fall, like Iive getting Adam to eat that apple,

All of us liked to study geography, for the big book
could cover a multitude of sins, We might filch something from
the dinner bucketes and baskets, we could write notes to our
best girls, we could plsy with our popguns, or we might even take
a nap in the shelter of the big book. 1 once caught a boy
in my school brandishing his knife at me, much to the amusement
of the other boys; he got so interested that he flourished the
knive beyond the range of the geography,

Note-writing was always in style. If we got in a tight
place, we sometimes chewed up the note hastily and swallowed it,
If it were on a slate, a grubby hand could soon obliterate all
offending messages, Woe unto him who got caught! He might have
his note read by the teacher for the smusement of the rest of Uus .
He might have to read it himself or might have to sit by the girl

to whom it was dddressed. I suspected some of my schoolmates
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of wishing for this sort of punishment. In the wall were ocut
several slits through the ceiling, Into these the notes thsat
had been '"received and contents duly noted" were slipped to prevent
the tescher from finding them. When the old schoolhouse was
torn down, several hushels of these notes were found between the
weatherboarding and the ceiling. I wish I could have salvaged
some of these, partly for fun and partly to see what was the
general style of the notes thait we wrote with such palpitating
little hearts and such grubby fingers,.

There were never enough books. It became necessary,
then,for two or more of us to sit ftogether to study the same book.
It was a great event when the one to use the same book was one's
best girl, We used thumb cards in those days, a combination
of & book mark and a device to keep the pages clean, Since we
used the same books year after year, we gradually memorized the
greater portion of each, so much so that I can still repeat
part of the table of contents of some of the texts.

Sometimes visitors came, Nearly every boy or girl
had & younger brother or sister who came for a day or two to get
the hang of things. Most of these small fellows were quiet,
but some of them got to crying so loudly that the whole school
had to cease operations to calm Little Brother, J remember one
such youngster coming to school dressed in a boy.dress, even though
he had a voice like an auctioneer., Parents came sometimes to
help bresk in little fellowsy irate parents dropped in to question
the discipline(accented on the second syllable) meted out to
their young hopefuls, The county superintendent came around
one or two times a year and regaled us with good advice and
a new Jjoke or two, The great visiting day was at the end of

school,when we sald our pieces and got our treat.
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We had never heard of athleties, but we did a lot of
stunts and played meny games, Long before .l could remember,
the boys put up an acting pole, between two trees. There we
learned to skin cats, hang by our toes, walk the pole with perfect
balance, and do other things, (I say we ratheﬁféuardedly, for
there are many men now living who know that I could do none of
these, since I was too big a coward., ) Town ball, bat ball,
mumblepeg, hat ball, dare base, wolf over the river, aniny over,
pr‘soner's base(stealing goods), hare and hounds-~-we did not
lack for diversion, Such highly competitive games as stealing
goods ended at least once each day in a fair-sized fight, for
somebody was always breaking the rules, such as stealing more
than one stick at a time or taXking French leave when he
wa.s supposed to be a prisoner. Wrestling ended much the same
way and was usually frowned upon by the teachers. In hat bhall
' ﬁe "nailed to the cross" the loser, that is, the one who got
most "pigs," or forfeits, in his hat, Nailing to the cross
was quite a ceremony, our version of the Ipquisition. The
boy, usually one of the smaller ones who could not throw well
and consequently had scquired many "pigs," was stoéd face against
a tree, and all the others threw the ball at him. The ball was
one made from & yarn sock or stocking and sometimes contained a
smell stone or two. We sosked this ball in water to make
it even more dangerous, The hoy who could stand this ceremony
without crying was game, like a kitten that could be lifted by

the tip of its ear.
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Wood and water were seldom furnished for the school,.
That meant that we boys had to get the supply. There was a cis-
tern, but it was nearly slways dry or had dead frogs or rats in
its There were c¢isterns in the neighborhood that we could
uge, Two boys were dispatched with a buckeﬁégnd a long pole
to carry it onj when they returned with the ;éter, or as much
of it as they had not spilled, it was psssed around. I have seen
the bucket dry long before it got entirely around; that meant
another trip for two other ﬁoys. When the school lasted into
cold weather or there was a subscription achoopl eftery Christmas,
we dragged up dead logs from the lmmense woods around the school=
nouse, One of the larger boys would hitch up four or six of
the smaller ones like so many mules and drive them a-logging.
Hickory-bark whips from the spfing before or a blacksnake whip
from the farﬁ made the drudgery.pretty hard sometimes, I hope
some o0ld fellow will read this and remember through the mist
and his biafocals how cruel he used to be, There may have been
some wood actually cut for the school, but I cannot remember having
seen any,

But we forgot all this cruelty in the sheer joy of
being ouvut of school. The same gpirit animated us when we
imitated our elders, The protracted meetings that I have wit-
nessed at our school were often so realistic that the teacher
had to interfere, One of the boys ef~our—scheet, who was very
deep in the gosling age, could imitate to perfection the angular
ginging-school teacher who conducted a school nearly every winter,
On reiny days we had him put'on his act at noon or recess, and
the teacher enjoyed.it aB much as we, If extra-curricular
activities are all events of school life except books, we had

a complete assortment of them,
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Books and Playtime
VI

Since we stayed in school from eight until four and
somet?mes got greedy and ate our lunch at moerning recess, we were
literally starving to death by the time we had fought our way
home after school. A raid on the safe and the left-pvers from
dinner was necessary before we helped with the chores, There
may be saints in the calendar who suffered from a death worse
than starvation, but from rather keen memories I doubt whether
any of them deserve notice who died from anything less than
starving. Cold biscuits, cold potataes, teacakes, gingercakes,
enything will do to ward off a sudden and horrible death, But
this mid-afternoon lunch did not count when supper time came,
for we were ready for another heavy meal, with all the trimmings.

I suppose that the punishments for misdemeanors hawe
changed greatly since my time, Standing up was our favorite one,
I mean our teachers' favorite one, The humildation of having
to stand up in full view of the whole school was a real punish-
ment, lightened only by the notice that we thus got. Some-
times we stood on one footy I have heard of boys who had to stand
with their noses inside & circle drawn on the blackboard, but
I never saw any such punishment, One of our teachers told
of having seen another teacher punish by butting the head of the
offender againt the wall. Writing & word or sentence for &
certain number of times was common and probably useless, When
a fight was stopped, small children often had to shake hands or
even kiss each other before the whole school. The switch was

stidl in vogue, &t school and at home, It was no worse in cne
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place than in the other. In spite of all the bad things that
have been said about Rorporal punishment, it was never as had
ap it was pictﬁred. The children were used togand got hardened
to it, If the teacher had been the all-wise being he is supposed
to be, he could have often devised better methods&%f discipline;
but he had too many things to do to be studying up novel or
high-brow ways of punishing infractions of school rules, I have
attended whole schools where no switch was used, and children were
no better and no worse than the average, Whipping was often
the only remedy that the teacher knew, and the child expected
it as a matter of course,

Like the dissolving scenes that the magic-lantern
man showed us when he came along are these scenes from our
gchool days. The boys and girls who took education so lightly
are now middle-aged parents and grand-parents, It seems millions
of years ago, but in reality it was just around the cofner from
the present, The school was not so good, the teacher had little
education, but they were considerably better than nothing, And
hundreds of us, who have better advantages for our children,
would not trade our memories for a king's ransonm. The old,
unsightly, unsanitary building was ours, the only one we knew,
It met us half way and gently led us into another world, away
from the drab facts of every day,\geyond the farthest hills that
we knew, All sentimenteality aside, it was our great bulwsrk

against ignorancej though nothing to brag about, it certainly

_‘&'
was Béﬁgihiﬁglaem to be ashamed of,
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When Telephones Were New
None of us have lived in times before the invention

of o wagon, but many of us can guess how these objects migt

have impressed the peoplelwho first knew them. The telephone

was invented some years before I was born, but it 4id not come
into general use in rural sections of Kentucky until I was a good-
sized boy. I helped put up the first iine in our neighborhood,
We organized a local company called(really) the Sunripple
Telephone Company; the local posimmster was the promoter and
most of the company. When we tried to get a right of way for
the line, we met some difficulty, because some of the farmers
were afrald the contraption would injure their crops. One man
who gave in and allowed the wire to be strung up across his
cultivated fields stoutly maintained that the corn was much poorer
under the wire than elsewhere, He forget to observe that the
ground there was very poor and ﬁorn out, Since I was just a boy,
I did not get to climb the posts and attach the wire, but I could
hand up brackets and insulators and run errandsjy I could unroll
the wire and help with the stretchers, That made me a part of
it, anyway, and I can still boast of having helped install this
new invention,

When the line was up, it was some days before our boxes
came from Sears, Roebuck and Company or elsewhers, Meanwhile
an old citizen died. As the funeral cortege was passing along
by the singing wires, a daughter-in-law of the deceased remarked:
"There goes a message, and I haven't got my box," But the boxes
came by and by, andfthe party line opened up new experiences

for all of us.
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Our neighborhood very guickly widened. At one time
there were forty-four boxes on our line, It was about all one
could do to keep up with so many conversations, not through any
desire to be nosey, but from sheer interest in what others were
doing and thinking. The man who lived on the other side of the

farthest hills that we knew sounded as near as the neighbor

”;ight by us, He and we were much more natural, after the new-
nesa{ of the experience wore off, than we had been when we had
met at the country store or the countiry church, for both of us
had on store clothes then, while with the telephone we could

talk Jjust as we were. Before we knew it, we found ourselves
vitally interested in the whole side of the county, for we some-
times listened in on conversations that went through two or three
centrals, so that people ten or twelve miles away were connected,

There was no use in having & contraption like this
without using it, It soon became the means of af ternoon and
evening entertainment, Lgve affairs or near-love affairs grew
up., It became easier to make a date by telephone than by sending
g boy on a mule with a formal note. Some of us learned to talk
to the girls in this way when we were entirely too Washful to
speak to them in publiec and too cowardly to ride our mules over
and hitch them to the fence on Sunday af ternoon,

Simkness, death, birth, marrisge, visiting, all had
their part in the news that flashed over the wires, Neighborli-
ness was behind it all; it might have been a little provoking
when we had to repeat our messasges for the benefit of the listeners,
It was ever so much better than the Weekly paper, for the bare
news items there hardly did the subject justice, Besides, we
heard by telephone many things that no newspaper ever printed.

And so, after so many years of isolation, the telephone brought
us together, and we learned to know and respect an everewidaﬁing groupe.
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"Christmas Like It Used To Be't

"Christmas like it used to be" runs one of the artless
poems of Frank L. Stanton, the @eprgis poet. That is what I
want to tell you about, First there were the preliminaries:
the end of school, with its treat/and its speaking of pieces;
the knitting and dyeing of new stockings; the preparation of the
numerous cakes, Treats and pieces have already had their
inning an this column, as have home-knit yarn stockings, But
I would like to edd that it was much more aristocratic to have
& pair of new stockings than to have only a pair that had had
new feet knit on, When this last kind was dyed, the new
feet looked Dblue in comparisom with the twice-dyed legs. I
wish I could even remember the names of the cakes: marble, pound,
orange, banana, etc., etd. We children were allowed the rare
privilege of scraping the bowlé after the cakes had been "put in,"
Nothing seems so insipid to my middle-aged sense of taste as
raw cake batter, but that used to be nearly as good as candy,
Often we ate so much of this stuff an%ﬁhe remnants of lcing that
we had a good-sized stomach ache long before Christmas Day,

On Christmas HEve some members of the family--older
brothers or sisters along with Mother--went to the country store
and returned with sdme mysterious packages of various shapes
and stored them with great secrecy in the closet where we kept
our <¢lean clothes, When I was big enough to have lost some
of the few delusions that children were allowed to have, I went
shopping in person and gaped at the counters of toys and good
things to eat, spending very carefully the few cents that I
owned for what I Tedt would be the best investment for toys,
Somehow I expected Santa Claus or his henchmen to provide the

atherf things.,
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Hanging up the stockings was & great ceremony. The
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stockings wefe tied together when they were dyed; we swung

them across a chalr in the front room and sometimes set, when
some one gave up a tip, a box for things that imight be too big
for the stockinés. We retired to the trundle bhed to sleep,
secretly hoping that we could play 'possum and hear Santa Claus
when he came, I actually did this once, and as a result I

have felt sheepish all the rest of my life. Thet was the Christ-
mas when Santa bréught me a monkey that could climb a string;
Santa tried the monkey out--put him through his paces--while

I lay with saucer eyes and throbbing heart ofi the trundle bed in
the next room,

Long before daylight the next morning we were up, eating
our way down through the stocking, At the top were firecrackers
and a small Roman csndle; then came an apple, some nuts, some
figs or raisins, an orange, and some peppermint candy, These
things seldom varied, so much so that we expected them as & matter
of course, Santa apparently had a patented formula for filling
stockings. Before breskfast we continued to eat, meanwhile
getting a shovelful of live coals to take out into the yard or
horse lot to fire offf our tiny little firecrackers. We always
screamed so loudly when our big guns went off that we often
drowned all the noise, After breakfast we were esper to get
into the box of goodies that we knew instinctively was in the
sloset, but that treassure was guarded for the later days of the
season. Rather stingily Mother or Big Sister brought out
some of the goodies, trying to make them last as long as vossible,
Too much esting nearly slways brought cramps, but that was a part
of the secason. Rowdy ones got drunk, older boys and menj we

contented ourselves with cramming and cramping. And so the
season ended, slways eagerly longed for, always enjoyed to the limit.
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Sounds and Music

Descriptive music can be and often is comic, but there

are some great illustrations of it that we could illy spare. The
SDie
"Ride of the Valkyries in Wagner's ™bge Walkure," +the incidentsal

mnusic for Midsummer Night's Dream, and "Morning," from the Peer

Gynt Bulte, are a few of these descriptive passages that I love,
In the first cne the whinnying of horses forms a motif, in the
second the braying of a donkey, and in{ the last the sounds
associated with morning, What Wegner and Mendelssohn and Grieg
have made of these makes me wish that some musician could take
some of our every-dey sounds and give them their proper musical
interpretation, There is the calling of hogs, for exsmple,-
which is often & long-drswn-out, sonorous thing, cepable of
musical setting, The calling of other farm animals is almost
equally musical: sheep, cows, calves, horses, chickens, Even
the calling of children to dinner or the summoning of the husband
from the fields or the barn could be worked into something beau-
tiful,

Elsewhere I have called attention to the musical
"hollers" of the Negro men and boys I used to know. The white
farm hands developed & similar series of mournful, prolopged
callg, each one a Iittle different from the othhrﬁg/ I must have
known helf a hundred at one time, Once when a Negro boy was
mournfully giving his call, some one asked him what was: the matter;
he saild, rather oddly: "I'm just glad I'm living." On a
typical spring morning, when we had risen early and were at work
in the fields not long after sunrise, hoys called to boys, white

or black, across the intervening fields, unconscious of their
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contributing to anybody's musical education. Joyous though
most of these boys may have been in actual 1life, the calls had
minor tones that allied them with primitive music of all tines
and places,

Much has been made by some musicians of the gfsqueals
and cries and growls of farm animals, but I believe that only a
beginning of interpretation has been mede. A combination that
I always treasure in my memories is that of the ringing of farm
bells, the greeting of the boy at the plow, and the braying of
the nmule. Again across the fields comes this succession of
sounds, every farm bell with its distinctive Zd¥¥d tone, every
boy or mule with an individual shade of gifference from the
others,

Night, and the baying of dogs anq&he crowing of cowoks!
On still winter nights, when the very wind seems to have frozen
end stopped, the deep hooting of owls, with an occasional dog
baying the moon, probably to keep alive his poetic nature in
the same fashion that the boy gave his calls in the morning! Trivial
seems this to many who have not felt its spell; but to others,
who remember and remember aright, it seems the essence of poetry,

the something in nature that "alway, alway sings.”
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Victuals, Grub, and Food~-I1

What we eat may not vary much in calories or vitaming,
but it varies enormously in digni%ﬁi ﬁIt is a well-known fact
that the very idea of eating is itself capable of meny interpre-
tations, Some eat to live, some live to eat, bui most ol us
have habits that lie somewhere between abstemiousness and
gluttony, Similarfy, we hayonpt always eat in the same sphere,
Sometimes we range from the super-dignified to the piébelan.

I must tell wyou aﬁout these various levels of ealing, so that
you may know where you are, socially and otherwise,

Most words bhorrowed from the Latin‘have & tendency to
be dignified; it is otherwise with yictuals. It has now fallen
on evil days. When you hesr it, you recall certain homely
foods, foods associated with the old-fashioned country home, with
its well-stocked smokehouse and with plenty of frying-sized
chickens running around in the front yard, Cabbage and
cornbread and fried ham and fried pies are assuredly victuals,
the kind that Aunt Mary used to cook and serve in abundance rather
than in style, You are invited to "take out and help yvourself,”
¥o napkins are needed, since most of the men at the table have
red bandenna hnandkerchiefs and the ladies wear aprons, The word
victuals may sound harsh to modern ears, but to many it brings

e
s walbering of the mouth, a longing for "square meals! of other
dayse The word, though, is "not nice" now and is tolerated
only out of courtesy to Grandma.

Grub has o plebean smack, with a hale-fellow-well-met

sound, Grub is coarse but substantizl Tood, cooked usually
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by a man for men, It is found at logging camps, at wheat-
threshings, at log-rollings{whenever and wherever such now
occur), and at other activities where men are beth(%he workers and
the cooks, Potatoes cooked in plenty of grease ox bolled in the
jackets, beans and bacon, plain hoecake, and sliced potato pie
are grub, You know you are getting enough to eal, Grub tastes
hetter when eaten out of tin pans with iron forks and knives and
spoons, with coffee served:in tin cups. Table manners were not
mearit for grub, but many people have lived znd died without ever
having eaten anything else,

Bats are of recent origin and hsave & sophisticated
alr. We could slmost sayv that ealts are of college or high-
school rank, Pignics are responsible for eats. Tou take along
sandwiches and pigkles and olives and peanut butter and fancy
cakes of all kinds, Halts are served 1in fiber plates or are
eaten rigat oﬁt of the hands, If coffee is on the memu, it
appears in paper cups, oy, if the crowd is select, from actual
chinea., The lunch is not couplete without ice cream, served in
coneg or small cups, hats are decorous, even to the paper
napking. By a figure of speech or transference ol meaning,
vou may cell boarding-house food eats, Thig should be used
sparingly, however, unless it is to designate special preparations
on the part of the landlady. Ordinarily it is better to call
what is served at the boarding house gruh, or, using a part for

the whole by another figure of speech, hagh.
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Victuals, Grub, and F¥Food-~II

Victuals, grub, and eats are served at mealtime;

something-to~cat, usually shortened to som'n-d-ezt, comes

between meals, Grown people prefer food or dignified things:

cnildren like everyihing nut especially som'n-d-sat. This

is served to allay that starvation feeling that comes regulsrly
about the middle of the alfternoon. AlL sorts of things are in-
cluded under this interesting nsme, but I prefer chicken and cold
biscuit for the first course and jJamenbread for the second. 1r
there 1s company and the second table still holds its time-honored

place, somfn-d-cat is usually caelled a hendout. This is ordi-

narily more substantial than the regular afterncvon meal and serves
as a life-saver until the second table is ready. Whetever its

local habitation and its name, som'n-d-eat was and is & great

institution and has never been routed by dieticlans and
physicians and trained nurses,

And now, with apédogies to Home Hconomics for my
long delay, there is food. The bip difference between food
and its poor relations is that it is a balanced affair and is
served in style, There are china plates, if such are available,
And there is silverwsre, ag much as one hasg and all that can be
bhorrowed fTrom the nelghbors. And there is a menul Think of
a menu for victuasls or grub! Food comes in stratificaltilons,
called courses, It starte with soup or cockiails and ehnds
with fruits or nuts, or it did the last time L ate food. You
ealt with appropriate gestures and with a certain knife for
butter, & certain fork for saled, and with several vlates,
sometimes, You are noit invited to "take out and help yourself,*

(Horrors!) Instead, wyou are rationed, Lettuce, cut up
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with green onilons and new radishes and doused with fried-mea
grease or vinegar, i8 to be classed as victuals or grub but never
as food, Lettuce must be gerved with some sort of oil dressing
before it ceases to be plebelan, Biscults may be victuals, or,
if they are large and hard enough, they may be grub; but when
they sre food, they sre served on & silver tray lined with a
pure~linen napkin. Sometimes they axye not bisculits at all

but are hot rothls with a litile flap folded over and with a.
mirnute pat of butter inserted, But food is contemﬁorary;

vou all know it yourselves; just watch the next banguet or luncheon
or Tormal dinner you attend, or, if you are thoroughly civilized,
vour next regular mesl,
All food is good; even victuals. What would camp

1ife be without grub, or picnics without eats, or alternocon teas
without food? If food 1s destined to be the aristocrat of the
family, let him not strike too lofty a pose but let him remember
that his relatives now dégrzaded to lower positions have long
held high ronk smong certsin classes of people and among most

clesses at some tinme,
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On Big Brothers

A8 o younger brother I want to plead for justice,
A1l my childhood I suffered from the preatest malady that a
small boy can have, that is, being & younger brotaoer, While I
probably got more than my share of pie and cake, entirely too
much for my dipestive system, there were other things that guite
ovérbalanced this favor, Why some one has not already demanded
justice for the younger brother I cennot guess unless wyiters
were themselves older brothers or else came belween hrothers
and thus were able to pass on the treatnent they had already
recelved, Now I wasg at the end of a pretty long line and had
no oneé that I could pick ong my oldest living nephew was born
after 1 wess practically prown. Thus I have been cheated out of
my rights, but I cen at least ftake the part of other poor, sub-
mersed vounger brothers,

Tn the first place, in my indictment of‘big brothers,
"I resent their making vounger brothers feel small and young.
They are forever reminding you of something that occureed
before vou were born, It seemg thsat their favorite conversstion
centers about things that you cannot remember, Then they are
naturally larger, anyway, and they lose no opportunity to remind
you of their superior size and strength. If you cry, they laugh
at you and call you & baby. If you get sick, they assume that
nothing else could be expected from a mere infant who has not yet
lost all of his baby teeth, If you retaliaste when Big BHrother
ie sick, he promises you & bheating when he gets well; and he

usually keeps his promise, or, at least, you get the beating.
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And then there are the clothes, Younger brothers,
from Abel down, have horne this humiliation. If Abel had bheen

the one to attempt the rfirst murder, it might have seemed justi-

iiable to all succeeding younger (brothers, As it was, Czin hes
never had o real defender. I was never lost as & childs

but if I had been, finding me would have been easy. Bverybody
knew my oldest hrother's overcoat, which had served the family

coat, cut down a size or two,

o

down fto mej and the next brother'
was equally familiar. Worst of all, I sometimes had to wear out
a palr of ehoes that my older sister had ocutgrown. Sty lish
gccaslons, when older people strutted and looked comfortable
in their new togrery, were times of wretchedness to ne, with Yy
collection of fawmily relics,

The worst humiliation that can come to any one is to
he regaerded as So-and-So0's little brother, Bilg Prother,
by avriving & scant two years before you, 18 George DBrown or
Henrey Lewiss; just sre Just George Brown's oy Henry lewis's Llittle
brother. And if Big Brother does something géod or bad, everybhody
assumes thet you cennot do otherwise, We seem to be unable
to get away Lrom the Bnglish idea that the oldest brother
inherits &1l that is valwable in the family. I wonder
whether Lawrence Wasnington used to introduce George a8 his
Little brother, And do you suppose that the sixteen other
IFranklins talked patronizingly to Ben merely because he was
away down the line,

It is altopgether possiﬁlo that big brothers are not so

tyrannical as they used ol bhe, Anvwsey, this defense of little

B

brothers is & bit delaved, &8 only two of ny brothers sre left,
But I just hed to champion the underest-dop of all under-dogs,

the younger brother,
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On Dignity of Disease

¥urder unrelieved ba sentiment is brutal; add a
little wild-eyed peatriotism, and it becomes & great interneticnal
gport, Mere oversating is gluttonous, but if we get sick from
eating green apples, we have a source of poetic sentiment
s&ll the rest of our lives,. Disease in general follows this rulec,
Qur grandmothers thought it not nice to discuss bones and
similar things, but how decent asnd dignified it sounded to say
that Mr. X. had sustained & coumpound fracture of the lower limbsg.
Before the refined days of Queen Victoria people were subject to
spells of colic; that was what everybody celled it, doctors and all,
It was not reparded as anyvthing to be proud of or to be ashamed
of, either, All normal, heslthy people were likely to have suzh
a spell. Then ceame the reign of Queen Victoria and nice gspeech,
To mention such a thing a2s colic was to place oneselfl among the
hoorish, and our ancestors--and our ancestresses, most of all--
did not want to appear boorish, But modern sclience came to the
TESCUS, Colic received a new lease on life; now we talk, even in
the Ladies' Ald Bociety when the preascher is present, about colic,
except that we call it sutointoxication. WY} s, Fellow could
almost alford to die ol suchhe thing as that: 1t would lock so good
in the obituary. Should one go under in & fight with sulointox-
ication, the neighbors would be envious and would believe in truth
that the stronger force had overcome the weaker oney if one died
of colic, everybody would feel contempt for a poor ITellow who could
not afford & fashionable disease,

Tonsils, appendixes, and teeth are the most talked of

maembers of our bodies, One refers to having his tonsils out
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in much the same nonchalant way as one mentions the fashionable
college from which he graduated, Wew detes are established by
our operations, Jjust as the Romans indicated time by referring

to the two consuls for a certain year: "lhat was the vear

ister Snrah had her sppendix operation.” Digestive orgens heave
sssumed a dignity they mnever had in the old days when they were
mentloned only in o whisper, even though only ladies were present,
The tendency of the sppendix, & rather useless orpan, to go
cavorting around, stirring up such troubles as rheumstism and
fainting fits, hasg brouvght dignity to the whole digestive systam,
I have seen the daintiest ladies, old and young, line up to

view the preserved appendixes on & hospitel museum shelfl .

One of my friends says he knows a wan who turnsd one of his
gellstones into a peécious stone for his ring. I suppose that
we talke a sort of delight in these things, much as one of

my former students kept in his pﬁrse a bit of shrapnel that

had wounded him in the leg and a short plece of rib that had

to be removed when he had pneumonis.and pletrisy.

When snything is wrong with us today, we do not blush,

Ne, sirl If we have & boll, we cover it up with a few strip

Fh

o)

of adhesive tape or paint it red, literally, with mercurochrome
or merthiolate and feel our superiority to the rest of the world
not thus decorated, Disease as such is not sought aftery but if
it comes, we make a fashion of it and get our names in the

soclety column,
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Whiskers
What is so funny about whiskers? They are as natural
a8 hair or finger nails, but to this generation they are plactically
unknown., Bven Ven Dyke beards and skimpy musteches as they
now exist could be left out of account, for they are too snall
to be classed with the beards we used to know. The Lerm

whiskers souwld be applied only to the hirsute adornment that

once marked out a man as a real personage, In those days it
was congidered an honor to have a long and flowing beard. And

all owners of boards hed & pardonahle pride in their c¢hins and
upoer lips,. Before going to some dress-up occasion, they
spent a long time curling or waxing or trimming their besards,
in order to strilke envy into the hesavts of others not so
hlessed with such a rank growth on chin and Lip.

CFirst and last all sorts of beards held sway. In
one generation the Uncle Sam, or shaving-brush, style was in
order. I have seen tintype pictures of ybung men who were not
old enough to vote but with a shaving brush well developed,
During the Civil War, judging by Bradyks famous pictures, beards
formed the chief distinction among men, There were the full
end flowing patrisrchal variety; the floor-mop type, such as
Lincoln and Greeley wore; Burnsides--nesmed for the great general;
and so on and on. A Little later the Prince lmperisl, imitative
of Hepoleon 11T, came into vogue. The two-gun man of the
plaing wore a villainous-looking mustache, I knew one such
'fellow, tame as & drugstore cowboy, who could twihe his mustache
around his ears, A long, drooping mustache, with clean chin
and o sombrero hat made o type as distinctive as a clerical collar,

a flat felt hat, and Burnsideps mede up another, The Van Dyke
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betokened the college professor-lecturer, who traveled into
the remote provinces and scattered culture, or the physiclan
who spent his apare tims between calls reading Russisn or ¥French
novels,

Wow there are few beards, Only a few paitriarchs
cling to the old-time whiskers, At o protracted meeting or
Baptist assocliation we sometimes see a few elderly men in the
Amen Corner who might have sal for the portraits of one of the

ma jor prophets. By watching around courthouses one sometimes

discovers that whiskers are not entirely passeé. But as an in-
_"M ot A
stitution$ they areAas Free Silver hats and fascinators, Judging

by the Romens, however, we can expect & return of whiskers,
probably not scon but at some future date. The busts of femous
Homans that have come down to us show that styles, like

Sir Roger de Coverley's coait, come vound and vound apgain,

Who know ®ut that some besrdless youngster who reads this

mey Llive to wear a beard that would remind us older ones

of lLongfellow or Bryent®
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On the Smelh of Books

ffuch has bheen made of the contents of hooks, but I
cannot recall having ever seen any discussion of their odor,
Amerson says sbmething about the odor of good deeds. This is
rather far-Tetched aps a figure of speech, but the smell of books,
a sort of distinctive one for every book, is o matter of common
experience, You practical-minded ones will hasten to tell me
that this odor erises from the kind of ink used, the paper itself,
or the musty places where the bhbooks have been stored, I suppose
you are right, but I just must believe that some of the odor
gomas from the contents of the book itself, If there is an
odor of sanciity, why not an odor of literature, or religion,
or even polities(Cod save the mark!)?

Cur old family Bible had an odor all its own, When
L used to look at itm pictures, which T thought to bhe phoﬁographs,
I noticed the odor and/unconsciously assoclated 1t with some of
tae rether lurid pictures of Hell, mven today, when I
accidentelly encounter a book with a smell like that, I find
myself reviewing such scenes os Abrsham's sscrifice of Iszac,
Adam and Sve'ls £light from Jiden, with a very kihdnfaoed shgel
in pursuit, or of the Last Judpment, This lost picture ig
especlially vivid, A rather wily old fellow is inviting a
group of peonle wading s river to come into his den, from which
smoke, anparently not from cookery, ig issuing. Ispecially
did I assoclate the smell of that picture with the smell of +that
smoke, Hany ti es since childhood T have smelled burning
flesh, horseflesh, chiefly, and it hes alwave reminded me of

thet old half-tone plate in the fomily Bible,
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One day our teacher brought to the little country

gschoolhouse a copy of Shakespearels cowpleie works, My, how
that odor mystified us! I neard the teacher say strange words

sbout somebody named Shyloek and somebody else called lomlet,
but 1 remewmbered the odor of the hook better thgﬂj%ﬁé reme s
and still sassoclate Hanmlet's spectaculsr career and Snylock's
pound of flesh with that old book and its smell,

In the bureau draswer we kept a psckage of old letters,
Letters used to mean so much more than they do now that fomilies
rather prided themselves on the number and the age of the letters
oh hand, On sacred ocecaslons soma of them were hrought- out
and read, peinfully, for the writing with a quill pen was probably

noene too plain at Tirst, and the years(ﬁad faded the ink, too,

Whot they were about &t cour house I cennol reme.ber, but I
know that there was a smell asbout these old letters that many
vears cannot destwpy in memor&.

Recently I reresad my dog-cared copy of Thoresu's
Walden, & copy that I owned when I lived in the country near
old Iidelity. This experience took me on wany an excursion
into my boyhood, for the odor that I first detected in the bhook
when it came through the meil is sti1l1l there, Besides, from
numerous trips to the woods with me it had secquired the smell
of fellen 1@a7ves and Terns snd moss and splcewood and numerous
filowers that were bressed in it. And & lot of invisible
things got mixed up with the little old volume, so that a whiff
of dite digtinctive odox brings bsck trees, lendscapes,
hills, streams, and all of my bhovhood, You probably would say
the book smells musty, and you would nrobably be righty but

you do not have my memories,
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The Country Postoffice
Within the last twenty yvears thousands of countyy
postoffices have been discontinued, and rural mail routes
now reach nearly everywhere, HMany people old enough to vote
have nevey known the strange thrill of going after the mail:
all that 1 necessary is to walk to the mein road and open the
mail box, Iin the days when the mail came only twice or three
times o week one really got up & lot of enthusiszsm for what might
come,  Letters were lfairly rare, but they were treasured highly,
regerdless of their contents. rorely wes one destroyved: tiney
were kevnt snd read over and over from time to time, Once a
rnonth came & small story meguzine, vrinted sway uvp in Malne,
where paper is chesap. We got two such, wnich would be readily
recognizazble il I were to name them. I sought the opportunity
to go after the mall when one of these was expected, foyr I would
thus get the first chance at the conﬁinued stories and want to.
tell the other less fortunate ones sll I uad read, Hre,
Wilgont8r 3t. Zlmo, tearful end melodramatic, ran for twenty-two
months in Ene of these small nagazines and always left off each
installmentidt the wmowment of pgreatest suspense. We had to wait
a whole month before we could sleep well, and then we were left
in an equally tesrful place in the novel, Thomas Iixon's

The Leonard's Spots, that rather moving novel of Reconstruction,

is always associated in my mind with & certain gravelly hiliside
where I was thrown by the old fawmily nep while I weas burying nmy
head in the twice-a-week newspaoer in which is was appearing.

I do not know what the vhrenologists would say about it, but

a certzin place sbove wmy right ear is still sensitive to tales

of the unnleasant days following the Civil VWar.
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Thnere used to be more importance attached to
mailing letters and cards as well as to receiving them, How
big & Fellow felt when he msrched into the genersl sitore where
the postoffice was housed and hought some stamps or some postal

cards! A certain smount of Scotchiness oiten m&dﬁjuq use
postal cards, even though we knew the po»tma°ter would read them
and also the postmaster at the other end of the line, Thus
one always could count on three readers: the person addressesd
and the two postmasters, Thet was taken for granted, just as
listening in on a conversation on & party line, then and now.
When some of us were just about grown, the plicture postcarg
came into style, Then we really were important, for those
‘firsgt cards were of many kinds, Some were in the form of old-
Tfashioned slates, with messages printed poorly, the Sts and W's
turned around the wrong way. One such card has supulied me
with many an illustration for my classes in grammar; The me ssage
reads "The more I see some neople, the better I 1ike ny dog,"
FPicture wpostcurds got tb be a wmeans of decoration for the
front room, since they were exhibited on racks made for the
purpose, This postcerd rack vied for vears with the stereoscope
and ite pictures in popularity. When the beau on Sunday after-
noon was hard to entertsin, he could be ghown the cerds on the
reck, with the privilege of reading their messoges, Rarely
these days could one be sure that his written words would be
read as long sfter they were written as ﬁemédthese messuges
on postcards,

To many of us, who gel the maeil once or oftener = deuyry,
the importance of the imstitution seems much less impregsive

then it used to, We take it as » matter of cours e, forgetting

how we used to wailt breathlessly until the postmaster could
sort out the few letters and newspapers,



Ireeling Big

Cnildren of %today nrobhably ifeel s bip when they =
nre allowed to do thines slightly above the level of their ages
a8 we used toy the only difference between them snd us is that
the styles have ahanged; and, consequently, the things that made
us feel very nmuch grown up now appear insignificant to our
children, When there was a working--barn-raising, wheat-threshing,
log-robling--, we suwsll boys were allowed the great privilege
of acting as water boys. Only the man who carried the corner
in the rarn-raising or cut the bindings in wheat threshing
felt higger than the watexr boy,. Hlsewhere I nave suspgesied
that g monument of considerable magnitude shoulid he erected to
the memory of the water boy of all time, from the building of
the Pyramids down, When Jether salted the meal afiter supper on
hog~%killing deys, the small boy was allowed to carry the lantern
and hand s&lt from the barrel, Then when we went acrosgs the
fieids to sit till bedtime, apsoln the boy was given this
enviable task of carrying the lantern. “"he drum major of
& college may step higher than we did, but he feels his inmporitence
1o more, We fell large when we were allowed to collece the
epes, aspecioally if Mother promiged us somebddrg Tidkke candy
when the eggs were traded in at the country store, Bvery boy
liked to make up orders, and girle were even more skillful than
boys in this time-honored way of selling people someihing
they did not especially want, FPather usually had to finish
out the order by purchasing the packages that we could not sell,
But we got our reward, in the shape of a ring that left a green
band around sur fingers or & water pistol or some other

contraption that worried the family until a few days of use
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destroyed the much-sought-sfter prize,
Work on the farm sometimes brought us our first chance
to ecarn something, I made my first fifteen cents by dropping

£

@ﬁ%/felt rieh snd important, After I got &

tobacco plants i

i
7

little larger snd dropped plants as & mstter of course, without
any prospect of immediate reward, somehow the poetry of the
task faded. A similar experience came when I took the down row
in gathering corn, I have always wondered whether my older
brothers really could not hit the wagog&itb thelr corn or deliber-
abtely threw the eurs so I would have to wick them up. Before
long the down row became monotonous and even HPotelul. It cane
to be the sywbol of a small boy. A friend of mine once sald
that an ascquaintance of ours should not have gone to college but
snould hawe been kept on the down row at corn-gathering, Slnce
corn can be gathered at only one season, I suopose that the
same young man could drop tobacco plants in spring, build
smudge fires in gummer to keep the gnats off the cows and
calves at milking time, and pick up chips for the winter kindling.
Distasteful as all these tasks ultimately became, they were
very alluring when we £irst did them.

The element of daring that sometimes entered into
Teeling big left meny & scar, for the gmall boy wss not always
able to carry off his plan, Climbing trees agsinst parental
advice wag Tfine and daring sport so long as one got back down
without any digassters; when a torn shirt or pants or skianned
kmrees revealed the offender, somehow the big feeling got rather
small, Similarly, chewing one's first tobacco gave a
large Teeling that shrenk pretty fast after the chew took effect.
Haybe 1life emoug prown-ups is a sort of daring to do whet has

never been done the ssme way before, a grown-un version of
Teeling big.
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The Dlacksmith Shop

As the horee is becowlng less sand less important,

the blackewlih shop, o intimately cormected with horses, is

hecowing rare, There wus & time when the shop shared with
the general store the honor of belng o loafers' joint, Og=

tensibly the people who gathered at the blackemith shop hadﬁggme
Mgt ™
on busginess, but cne was in no hurry to get his work done and
leave the fascineting conversation that was always golng on,
The blacksmith shop had its own peculisr odor. The

coal used in the forze waes a sewli-powdered, vils-smelling

stuff that made & heavy smoke. Soon the whole building was
saturated with this odor and the smell of hovses' hoofls, This

odor was as distimctive for the shop as was the odor of the
smokehouse or the livéry stable. No one seemed to mind it
and probably was not aware of it.

The blacksigith was & man-of-all-work. His stock
in tradé was, ol course, shoeing horsces and welding irong hence
his nawme, There was still, & generstion ago, something of
the mediaeval wonder at the blockemith's art; not every one
could weld dron or do the many other skillful things that the
Dlockamith: Tound o part of the dav's work, tost bloclksmiths

were pretty fair cabinet makers and could repsir or even nmule

any of the furniture in the averepge hone, Faoking V harrows
was juest an ordinary part of the art of working in iron, Our

Fidelity smith also ran & grist mill on(ﬁéxﬂnain davs, sBe that
nisg shon could turn out nearly evervihing not grown on the

farm or bougit at the general store.
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Tne small boy who went slong with an older brother or
his father to the shop was sometimes allowed the privilege of
working the bellows, How big he felt as the horseshoe or biv
of iron became red and then nearly white with heat, while the
flames danced awong the cinders! Then the sport&ﬁ%ntinued with
the blacksmith's hammering on the hot metsul, while the sparks
flew in all directions, sometimes falling on bare feet,. How the
iron sizzled when it was dropped into & tub of water to temper it!

All blacksmiths could "tickle the anvil," that is, add
g lot of prace notes by strilking the anvil between besats on
the iron being hemmered, Hothning socusded any more like music
of the numerous noises assoclated with old-Tashioned ways of
WOTrKiING, I one nad not developed tnis form of skill, he was
still regarded as an smateur.,

OQur blecksmith was & sort of philosopher, I suppose
that his dally assoclation with horses and mules gave him
a goodly portion of horse sense that we all admire, whether it
is borne by man or beast. He had the rare gift of leughter.
Hany a man would have cursed man &nd the earth for what he
had drawn as his lot in Llife, but he lsughed his weak Llittle
riggle and went ahead, When politicel or religious prejudioe
got others in a stew, the blaciSmith laupghed agaln, often
clearing the stuosphere for the rest of us, On Hunday morning
at the country church, when some fine point of theology was

about to disrupt the community, again he luughed, making

some of the brethren fesl sheepish for such outbursts of
fervor(another name for temper). Who =<nows but that the
vhilosophy of the toiler at the forge was just what ﬁe all
needed? For some reason I remember this simple smith and héve

forgotten many another person who owned more and nad wmore nétice,
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The 0ld Water kilLl

In few neighborhoods outside the mountain counties
are there left any of the old water mills that used to be found
on every sitreanm. T can recall when a single small stream,
nothing more than a creek, had three sctive mills, two of them
grinding both wheat and corn and having, in addition to a saw-
mill, a cotton gin. One of these old mills ig still running,
now well over a century old. A treesured memento off old times
is its toll cup, worn smooth from long‘use and bearing a duate
little later than that of the earliiest settlement of the section.
By the mountain brooks the mills still stend, and I have seen
in recent years the once-femiliar sipht ol people going to
mill with turns of corn to bhe ground&nto meal,

Going to mill was nearly as great as going to town.
One was likely to see fewer people there, bul with those few
he was thrown intimately for several hours, while his turn and
others were going through the mill, The typical turn wszs
a8 two-bushel sack full of shelled ®worn, thrown across & horsels
back and used for & seddle, After the corn was ground, the
sack was still full, even after the miller had taken his toll,
Riding home was easler, for a besg of meal is a soft seat.
A more pretentious trip to mill was made in the farm wagon, when
speveral neighbors may have had turns to send, With a half dozen
sacks of corn to grind, the boy who went to mill could count on
being gone &ll day.

There were many things that one could do at the will,
It WS always great sport to watch the miller with his thumb of

gold, as Chaucer says, feel the weal as it poured out and adjust
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whatever mechinery wae too loose or too tight, in order that
the same quallty of meal might be ground, Tiring of this, we
could wandeyx over the rambling millhouse and look out on the dam,

Under us the wijeels were rumbling and the water rushing. Leapves

SR

aniltras@ were floating on the mill pond, reszdy to swish over ithe
fall. Sometimes we were allowed to use thue canthiook to push
over some of the drift and inepgine ourselves raftsmen or
flatboatmen, When this became common, we could play games of
0dd and Hven with corn gréins or exchange storieg with bove from
other sections or work wnracticsl Jokes. When one is very hungry,
rev corn mesl tastes good: do not try it unless you are . literslly
starving, for it hes & flavor much stronger than when it appesrs
in cernbread, By end by the turn ig ready, and you ride
back on your fat seck ol meal, to fewust for days on the product
of the old water mill,

Avery time L get & chance, I buy some water-ground
corn meal, wartly because I like its coarse, unsifted feeling
and partly for old times' sake. The cornbread you and I now eat
mey have been made from meal ground far eway, but in the old days
we lived with the corn from the time it was plented in the soil
until it wus trangiormed inte muiTineg and hoecake and corn none,
Biology in our times makes much, and rightly so, of life histories,
We who used to po to the old water mill certsinly knew the Life
history of corn, & poetic history that has never been sufficiently

written.
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Planting the Garden
An snnusl event that slways brought much joy to the
]
smaller Farm children wes the planting of the gerden. Al ter

the bhoys grew up and could work in the fields, gardening was

regarded a8 S188Y., lHow romasntic seemed the very soil as it
was turned over after its long winter restl! The plowing, the

making of ridges, the opening of the small furrows for the
seeds, and the dropping of the seeds themselves became a species
of poetry, common but mysterious and mystical, I always liked
to observe the various forms and sizes of seedg. It was
hard to keep wme from opening the packages before planting time,
for 1 was esger to see and feel these potential little bedies
that produced accurately "sfter thelr kind."

From the earliest planting to the lotest several weeks
intervened. Lettuce, cabbapge, and mustard could be sown on
the tobacco plsntbed, and peas, potatoes, beets, and radishes
could soon follow in the open garden, Bult tender things like
beans had to wailt until denger of Irost was over, Good Friday
wask our neighborhood's officicl day to plant beans. The late
summer, after sll the spring garden nhad been used up, was the
time to plant musterd, winter snd summer turnips, snd sometimes
other vegetables, One old man of wmy scqualntance set July 26,
rin or shine, for the day to plant turnips,

Poetic a8 all of this is, there is another side guite

ide. Wearly every vegetable was planted

43

as poetic, the folk
according ts some folk rule or custom. Potetoes and root crops
should be planted in thne dark of the mooni vegetables that

grow above the ground are light-of-the-moon plants. Corn,

hoviever, grows & stalk according to the time of its planting:
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heavy and short if planted in the dark of the mooni slender and
tall 1in the Llight of the moon. If any one pgives you vegetable
or flower seeds, do not than@/gge givery to do so will prevent
the seeds from doing well, When you get ready to plent pepper,
be sure to get thoroughly angry if you went the pepper to be
hot. (Parenthetically, it was usually easy enough to get

up a little temper when the burden of planting the garden fell
on the head, or heads, of the household.}) It is not advisable
to plant watermelons and pumpkins near each other, for the
bitter taste of the pumpkins will invade the sweet of the watwer-
melong. Lettuce grown on a plantbed will taste like tobacco.
Plenty of it does so, anyway. The odde-shaped grainsg of corn
at the stem end will produce odd grains &nd should not be
sllowed in the seed corn, Similarly, the smaller grains at
the end of the esr will produce smell graing, Only the
regular greins in the middle are to be planted,

It would be a great study for some one if he would
test all these strange beliefs, some of which are evident
superstitions, others with a grein of truth, Good I¥riday as a
time to plant tender things is not so had, for there is seldom
much severe weather after that day. Like signs of rasin, all
garden signs f&il sometimes, but that dees not render them in-
valid to most people. One weather prophet of our time said
it never rained st night in July. Tnere is enough truth in
this to prevent most people from testing i%, for summer rains
are usually aiternoon snowers, However, some of the hardest
rains I have ever recorded fell on July nights, even in the
neighborhood where the wiscacre lived. Probably the gardensars

do not want to be convinced and would rather attribute success

or failure %o the light or dark of the moon.
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Jusl s porpcin ole de cooronriste to FNovomber sond o lun
pudding to Coristmos, sesseires bes 1o toe 1decl thing for early

BPYING, The asrvliest vicitors to Americe were siruclk with

o

ne cromatic tree they found prowine here snd al once balieved
it endowed with greet medicingdl virtuee, sorie ol the esrly

axnleorars covried hore s coreo ol ssegslrss, I thess peonle

could heve coma inland & few centuries later, tneyv could have

Tound enougn Lor several carpoes, ésyecially on worn-out hill
land where only gessalraes and persimmon pushes are hoody enough
te prow. Buropeans waere Lous inbroduced %o sassalras, ond

tue tea thot we enjoy every spring bocams well Ynown. Charles
amb, dn his egsay "In Pralse of Chimney-sweepors, " proises
highly this beverspe, ehicn, he seye, is o favorite with the
srall bovs who clesan oul chimnevs, Itcis effective in washing
down the soob they have ceoguired in thely dirty toslk, However

much this beverage may be likad by chimneve-sweapers, it is better

liked by plein Americans, who snnuslly wmust go through the

"

nrocess of thinnlag down thelr blood siter the winter has
waned, Durdock bitters will help in this proesss, bult nothing
Lturns the trick like seseclras toa. Coffee 18 & good beversge
and is sulted te &1l) sessons, tea i1s the netlonsl dring ol

Greot Dritoin, but secppalires tew is The brand of the rewol
Armericun, Mol to like i1 subjects ons to & sivong susplceion

of dislovalty to the principleg for wihich our anceslors fought,
dome Americansg would prefar toe reploce tae ved pirives of our

Fleg by stripes colored like pasgalras lenves in ths doll, o

gueer bDlend of pink and orange.
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Tes 1s the poelic side of sassairesy ihe unposlic
gide 1is sassefras bushes to be cut in the spring belore the
ploving starts, Look around you today and take note of the

b ,‘,‘7
great meny nearly evsry one of them got his startAcutting
gprouts, persimmon =nd sassalras sprouts,. e skill reguired
snd fthe patience sterted these eminent men on the wav that
led to fame, Undoubtadly the Tathers of these same boys
were greatly surnrised when lswe srrived, for keeping bovs
st cutting suyouts is one of the herder tesks of farm life,

M
N

.

re te still snother side to sasesafras that

ol

Taw necnle sesociete wiltn either tes or sprout-cutting, In the
fall no busnes hove suceh exguipite colovs, Olg Tields thet

cre too poor to produce crons of velue suddenly blossow

out in pinks end vellows znd oranges thet mock the srtlistie

hest elforts. Mance-rows are ouvblined with brillisznt

bushes, Long spo the sasgelres trees nave disaplesred from
most vlacensy now we assoclate the noewme only with bughes along

3

the Tences and out in the unlend fields, Mo color of zutumn

»n
feh

is more distincetive then thet ol sossalres lewves I levor

i’
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more distivnctive in spring then the sromabic seasseiras tes,

4

Just why the bush ¢nd lte verious virtues heve never found their

way into noetry is s pumzle to we,



No. 133

Old-lrmshionad Foelhoers
it ig eosy Lo plece a nhelo eround tne hesds ol the
Fathors of vesterdav, norticulexly sfter we have Dorgotten on
Torgiven thelr faclts, vhen we sltop to tnink the matter over,
wa muet recopnize thet the old-Tashloned Lotbher suited hnis oun

ploce but would be an anwchroniswm in cur own Lime,

a

time and

We of my generation grew up under the siedow and the
Light of the Civil Yar., Host of the fathers hed been in the army
or had nelped on the Tarm while older brothers ond even fathers
marched swey to the bottlelields, The thrill of the war listed
down until 19C0 alt lsabt. Ulrassas and his men who strove with
pods could hardly neve felt eny grester pride In Lhelr achicvements
than did these ex-goldisrs or these younger brothers of wmen who
laid down their Llives Tor what they believed to be right, The
military orvganlization of the army wes transferred to the familyg
the hoys came or went &t the fathers! commends, like the

v

sexvants of the great wmen in the Hible, One did not wsw or
probably wonder why. Ageln like some one 1n the Bible, tone
Tathers of westerdesy did not spore the rod.

The old=fasthioned Tfuther, in sonite ol his liwited
cducetion, hed vlenty to tall aboub. Politice formed a lorge
part of every conversation when visitors come, The stirring
times of Reconstbruction made every one wlive o political svents.
Trhen there wes alwave the subject of religion to discuss, not
that eny ons night be couvincaed but to enliven tnings. My oown
father wes o Presbyvierien and could bhe rathner neutral in our
roighborhoo&, whare evervbody else helonged teo the llethodist,

the Beptisgt, op the Christian church, Uhen politics or

. s
i

relipgion stirred up too mach Teeling, he could alwoayeg stoart
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the conversstion in the direction of the Civil wer, ¢ topic on
whicn wll the neignbors agreed, Pionecering was just behind

us olaﬁf:nd stories of adventures 1in the woods or on the river

were wlways in ploace, regavdlesgs of the nuwmber of times we
hed heord them hefore,

The fathers of & penersblon apo hed nobt been bitten by
the bug ol clvie improvement. e old schoolhouse was no better
when 1 lef't hone st eiphteen then 1t wes wnen I could first
remenher, In Tect, it wus not nesrly so good, feor no noint
hed ever heen used on it, snd o peneration of use hoed tarnished
the old structure somewhst, The old chureh orpan wes & now
thing, that is, until it developed guinsy snd other disesses
from sitting in the damp Little church down in the creek botton,
ost fathers belileved that thelyr first duty was Lo their fowmilies,
vhen bread and weat was supplied For the lerge Tamily,and & horse,
bridle, wnd ssddle furnished ezct boy wnen he was twentv-one,
the Tather felt he ned done well:; and he had, He thought that
il esch fatbher of a Tamily would do equelly well, the world
would get aslong «ll right, without any neigaborhood efforts to

improve sociely.

e doctrine of work wes & little overdone, The egually
desirable doclrine oif pley wes slightead, Recreaﬁtion e, &
looked uypon as almost sacrilegious. Prom esrly morning until

very late ot night we toiled ot sometning, =slipping igﬁsﬁme play
in the forwm of neiphborhood workings, such as barn-ralsings,
log-rollings, corn-shuckings, and gquiltings. We pluved sonelbimes
but felt thet we were doing something unholy,

ALl o this sounds ond ileg fear awvav frow our times,
The small country noighborhood is todey linked witn the ends of

the ecrth, =nd the father of today mugt be &« citizen in « world
infinitely lerger Lhan the old-feshloned father ever dresamcd of,



Noil B¢

Saint Russell Barlow

In tne iiddle Ages nearly every activity head ite
shacial saint, There was o saint of hospitality--8t. Julisne-,
and there were saints for every kind of lesrning--5t, Cotherine
for grown-ups and St4 Micholas for children, whence ZSents (lous,

And there were paints for travel, ond certain farm sctivities, snd

so0 on and on, But there was no scint, so far as L know, for
idlers. I wish to propose the nsme of Saint Russell Burlow
for this position in the canon of sainfs. I do not know whenh
or wnere he lived; he probably had & mysterious life, Anywey,

he devised & knife, handy and cheamp. Appearently he wented to
confer gome benefit upon his fellow-men wnd thus deviged an
instrument that was effective but not fancy, capsble of indefinite
wae in waoilttling,

A Russell Borlow knife cen be used for all sorts of

things, On the ferm it is in constant use, for everyvining
needs mending &t some tiwme, A Boarlow knitfe can open censg or

pare nalls or cut leather or wood, It is the most uvselul

instrument one could own, But it is not the practical uses of

the knife that one thinks of when he neors the name ol Russell
Barlow, The spsecisl provinee of the knife ig whittling. Since

the locters' joint is the best place Tor whittling, the knife

doas its best work there, Just wnet whittlers ever wmade with
thair knives I have never Kiaowh. 14t would be szcorilegious

to agk them what purpose taey have in reducing packing boxos to
shevings, Yittling, Like Tishiaog, is an end in itsell, wvrt
fTor artls seke, Skill ss such i not vequired, Probshly the

good ssint made the knife to give the locfers somethlng to do



Ao 13Y
P
wnile they listened for the fiftieth time to some remarksble
yern sbhout the Civil wWer or about pioneer days. To reqguire
any evidence of one's skill in whittling would be unkind to the
¥ have

mengwherarned & Tew nours of leisure gnd wish to use it in
artistic efforts,

I have been trying to think ol a suitable memorial
to the saint of whittlers. A bhas-relief suowing the devotices
at their worship at the loafers! joint would be appropriste, if

anvy one could be found who could corve go skillfully. Hoybe o

goods-hox should be uvsged for the pedestel on which Lo erect a

statue of some sort. A plle of miscellanecous shavings might
be worked in srtistically, But no monument in wood or merble

or bhronze would do the saint justice, A memoricl of reszl velue

would include & spesking pert, the dreawl oi the ysrn-spinner,

snd would be flavored with the odor of tohacco,. Ho materisls
can be discovered that would show &ll ol this. I suppose that

L will have to leave the type of memorlal to some more Tertile
braing it is enough for me to nropose the cenonization of

this long-neplected saint.
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Yum="Yum

The pa¥pose ol this article, be it sald honestly, is
to make your mouth water when yvou remember the ﬁhings you used to
eat. Few poets have sunpg ol the things we old-timers liked.
Poets ars s bit snooty, snywsy, and are zlraid to talk zabout
eating except when dalnty Loods are {}rvad. HNow very Tew of
us are artistic, and least of all in eating, What we liked,and
enjoy remenbering with watery mouths ,msy not have rivalled the
celestial smbrosia end necteay celebrated by the ancient poets;
but we would not trade our memories for any wmount of etherisl
stuflf like smbrosgis and nectar,

Since we were tuupgnt, even on tne ferm in the old dave,

to eal in courses, I must bepin with the meal course, Ao,
B e ! .
Ynossmm-and=-"'taters would be a good starter, Resd possun,
1 - o . . .
real pravy, real taters! Unless you have & cast-lron digestive

system, yvou had better take warning from me and go slow until

you get adjusted to this rether solid diet, But when you cun

. P [ . -
take 11, vum-yum! Now taters are good enough slone, empecislly
those cooked in ovens with coals of fire sbove sud below. Hog's

jowl and turnip greens form a reasocnable substitute for 'possum-

and-"taters 1f wvou must pive up vour first cnoice,. opeclily
plain corn hoecaks or cone none, A cup or bowl ol notlicker
would do no harm as & side dish. Uruwmblie your plain cornbread

inte the soup and eal in any menner aoproved in your community,
Some honme-mede Lye-hnominy would halp along.

ALL this first course is to fill; the real megl

for a hoy bheglng with the sweets, AlLL boys have & sensitvive
tooth for sweals. Sweet muifins, fried pies, glnrerbresd,

teacekes, green-spple pies, friedoecskes(we never colled them

doughnuts)--why can't o Fellow et enough of these. fHven in
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memory my mouth waters frightfully, slmost enough to warrant
a bib such as those we used to wear. On wmy birthdsy 1 alwevs
wanted sweet muffins; I usvelly got them, or as much of my sghare
25 1 could get before my colder brother started on them, Alter
school it was grest to stop that mid-alternoon starvation feeling
by eating three or four fried-apple pies. Gingerbreuad, cut into

long strips and cooked as gingercakes, was my favorite kind,

If end when there was cider, how the two blend=d! Cider and
gingerbread! Blessed palr, rasnking with turkey snd cran-

berries, ham and epgs, liver and onions!
The old standby for alfternoon luncoes was Jjam, e
had @ supply, il I remember correctiy, that somechow lasted [rom
BEAB0N, Cold biscuits and bleckberry Jjam mey nol sound palotable
to hiyghly sesthetic ones, but if you have lived on the Tarm
in other days end come home ITrom school starved to death, vou
know why Jjem snd bread even now can stir mewmories,
A sweet tooth was often sesisfied with molasses
candy. Just how to wmeke 1t so it will have the proper hardness
is a secrot I never scquired, partly bécause I always ate my
candy up before I got thropegh pulling it. But I have eaten
it when = professionaltoandy—maker would ghave had nothing/to
add to its goodness, Yopcorn balls made with molasses candy
can also remove starvation a few more paces,
These are some of the things that still teste good, aity
all the years, How coarse they must seem to some peonle, Dbut
how exquisite to those of us who grew up when food was to

fill up and setisfyl
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¥olk Types=-The Indian

We sometimes think thet the Indilan did not bhecome
prominent in literature and tradition until he was a vanishing
remnant of a former grandeur, in reality he was idealized in
the eighteenth century quite as much in Americe as in fer-guay
Eﬁrope, where thnere was no danger ol scalping snd capbivity.
One of the oddities of ourw Americqn litemature is & play called
Ponteach, written by Hajor ZQobert Ropers in 1766, the year aiter
he had Jelped crush the consgovirscy of this valiant Indisn chief -
tain of the Tast. o 1atejgriter has made more of the noblé
gavege than this hardened Indien Tighter, The whiteg of the
nlay are deceitiul, overbeuring, and worthy of the contemut
felt for tnem by the sevage chiel. Hefore the Revolutionary
Wer Pnllip Freneau was singling the preises of the Indisn, in such
poems &8 "The Indisn Durying-Ground, " "The Indian Student, ¥ and
"Mie Dying Iadisn.” Just at the turn of the nineteenth century
Alexender Wilson, & Leotbtcn weaver who had come to Amerlica,
Tound the wvanishing red men very poebical, especisally the
Indisns ol WHew Vork Sﬁate, who were et thot time being forced
from thely ancient hunting prounds, swore than o generation
vefore Cooper was singing the praises of the Iandian in this very
ares Willson was writing rather creditsble verse sbout the nstive
warrior wio reluctantly was lesving the wlaces where he and hig
ancagtors had lived for uwnnuwbered centuries, Bryent, ¥Whittier,
Cooper, Siwme, Bird, and Thoresu are only o few of the writers
who found the Indion a great litersryy fipure s century or more
B0 The culmination of thig whole trsdition was the writing

of Twngfellow's Hiawathe, which is itself & versification of
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legends and treditions collected by Schoolcralt among the
Ojibways of the Leke Superlior regilon, Gooper hes olten been
accused of making his Indiang too noble, & criticism thet
certaianly would not apply/to the Indians of Bimme sand Bird,
In the novels of thesge two men the Americen sevage is o brute,
with few Iif any pgood gquaslities, Without doubt each of these
had delermined to modify the entrancing picture of the savapge
o8 Cooper hed opointed it.

In more racent vears Lhere has been o determined cifort

on the part of scholers to record feithiuvwlly the sctusl schieve-
mants ol the Indicn, Indian music has come to have a real valae,
and such musicizns as Lieurrsrce have done much to meke everyhody

anpreciate the heunting melodies of the natives of Americe,

Folklorists have been equally busy in telking down the storie

o

the Indians have told for spges. Some of the scnolars in thi

o

field hove had Indisns tell the stories in their native lenpuace

and neve recorded them in & written code or even hod theiw repro-

duced on « victrcoia, Indian bhasketry, potlery-malking, snd other
arts are graduslly beconlng known evervwhers, Though our

recl knovledge of the Indisn ig late in develouping, it is
sure to influsnce many of our artistic crestions in futlure vesrs,
The folk conception of the Indian for & long time blinded us to

actusl velues,
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Folik Tynes--Mammy
Hommy as sn instituvtion is residly pessing, especlally

in the border states, though ghe still is felrly well known in

the ¥For South, DProbably ew of thils peneration know her as she
used Lo be, The modern cclored maid somebtlimes tokes her place
in sone ways, but she 1s not Mewny, demiay felt herselt & part

of the Family, affter the Civil War ss well a8 helore, Her

young charges were reared according to the traditions of the Hig
House ond also sccording to lewmmy's own rigld ldeas of what ie
right and wWroing.,. She never tobought thaet white snd blaeck children
shiould be reared wlike; block was black and white wes waite to

e iy e ounly cowpromise betweecn the two wes "pore white trash,®

pom~how Loamay ssems to have always been nluvip, with beaming foce

and white teath, Her voice was pne ol her most valusble
characteristicss she could be hesrd, ond she kxnew it. Her

frankness and freadom of speech resembled those ol an ancient
court fool. Heny & time her remarks must have cut prebty deenly,
but it would have violated & tradition to condemn her Tor

fronkness, Bhe k¥new quality when she smw 44 wnd tried to

enforce an wpprecistion of quality on ner charges, flanyr herselfl

was lnown siong her own people for the guality ol tne people slie

e, . . podmness. ) B
sarveos rather than for ony persconal &uedidy. Ho real ey

l.)‘ =
. . . . . > "
ever forgol the fermous peovnle she had reised and nussed, Hepora-

Ue\\ue . .
legs of tne sctualils of her white Tolis, she could prove to ail
A

comers thoatl her people were the best, Otherwise she would not
nave been their servant, No, suh!
Just how much suthority Memmy had I do not Klowg

it was provebly considerably lsss than she pretendsd it wes,

fler big voice and hner husgty frame enforced more avthority then
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she had. She wes o cresiture of dignity, especisnlly in the
presence of the wihite folks or of her own race who were not so
hirhly favored by being trusted with the white Tolks' children,
she peave the oppesrance of knewing & preatv desl more than she
would Jike to tell, & characieristlic thet was sure to liwress

her own yoce Mowmay wes & presl morsiist, in spite ol her own
shortcomings, Soe upheld the rigid stenderds of her church

and wes Talrly bristling with »letitudes on all occaslons, Mot
heing very scizunfific-riinded, sne did not check over her previous
nronouncements to sse whéther she was consistent, Moy could
sing, and did sing, the old melodliouvs songs tnet she and her
ancestors had lesrned frowm genervations of mesglers, with added
touchnes of African wmelody, If ene dld not know émough WO X H

Tor her songeg, stue could iwmprovise as well s o noet and meke
her words it the tune Bhe was singing, iiore Lnu the other
Hegroes she vepresentad tha ancient $traditions, Ghe know

oll sorts of stories, she nsver locked Tor picturesque Cipgurcs of
speaech, she alweve haed & grace ol lenpusga. Biblical words

flowed from her woutin, Tten vretty badly Scrambled)but poenuine

in thelr sound, Anc jlerniy has Jound & place in song and story,
& pleace she deservos, she veried presatly in different perts of

the Scuih, but there were rmesny similarities in the Hemsiles
ol &1l stetes sud arces, vihstever her own ildess were, she hid
them completely in the tradition that mede her & trusted

_ . , g¥lia
servent, a member of the inner circle, &— of genuine regpect,
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conguest of one type of civilization by snother waa}g;afic and
bloody. Whenever I sre & sad-faced Indian looking away scroes
hig tribes' limited lands, I cennot ielp wondering &t the ruth-
lessness of any system of living, e&ven one that promises a higher
type of civilization.

We are so intent on believing that our way is the right
way that we fail to see the pathos in the passing of institutions
right in our own time, Those who are in style feel so suparior
to those who are behind that it takes meny & year to evaluate any-
thing that is not up-to-date, Within our own lifetimes we have
readjusted oursalves several times to changes, probably Teeling
aach time that the world wes better, though it may have been only
different. Thirty vears sgo it was evident that many things
that had lasted for penerations were on the verge of change. Hew

methods had come, the reilroads had penetrated nearly every part of

the countryv, a fairly good standard of education was being ol
demanded, newspapers were finding their way into even remote nleaces, |
foode and clothing were rapidly becoming standardized, Thirty veurs
is & brief time as humanity reckons time, but go many things have
changed that sven in that time living people are literally m
artifacts of another time and place, To many of the younger
generation these old-timers are as queer as &ny spearheads

of arrowheads dug up in the ashes ground old campfires. Before
these living specimeng of archaeology entirely disappear, it

is the province of scholars and sntiquarisns to put into some
permenent record the stamp and image of the past, not thet

these old customs may be ravivad or kept from dving but that

those who come after us can know sccurately what we have been like.
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0ld Fidelity

A few days ago I read in & county paper a letter
from & former Kentuckian who had vetfirned for & vieit after
an absence of forty or nore years. Rather oddly, the very
place he had visited here weas my own Fidelity, now long known
by another neme, ile reviewed the former grandeur of the
little village, mentioned many people whom I knew or had
heard of, and set my mind awork with ménories that should
have died & natural death with the nineteenth century,
Since Fidelity was & typicsl village & generation or two ago,
& few words about it' might not interfere with your own memories
of places equally large and qqually important.

It was & self-sufficient place, with everything
from & flour and grist mill to a wagon factory. The nearest

railroad until I wae & good-siged boy was twenty-five miles

avay. People hed never known the so-called modern conveniences,

They raised what they needed or did without, &« fine old pioneer
way of doing things, Avery spring branch.was a potential
source for power for & sawmill or grist mill; it wes not far
eway to a cerding mill, where the wool from our own sheep

was made into rolls for spinning; even & tobacco factory grew
up en & 1argp-p1antation to give employment to larse Peter's
sleves and their descendants in the winter months when famm
work was sleck, The county seet was a necessary evil, but

not very necessary; paying taxes, serving on & jury, and

buying a few thinFs)ﬁpring and faJJ)that the village stores

did not keep about constituted its importance as & canter

of population,
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Then thefrailroad ceme, Our little Fidelity, like
most of the places missed by the railroad, begen to dwindle,
"Wetched-on" wegons took the place ofﬂthoae leboriously made
in the shop; flour could be bought 1EJE;rrels from slsewhere;
even the tobadco factory moved to the county se%:;jf; be
nearer the railrosad. But on its gullied hills the little
villape remained, growing & bit shabbier y=ar by yeer, but
8$ill interested in the big WGrldéihat haed run awey and leflt
it. Tow it is connected with the world by & modern state high-
way, it has & good four-ycar high school, some of its downhill
tendency hes been stopped, but iti&eally & ghost of what it
was forty years ago, when memories were still vivid of the

Civil War and the passing of soldiers through its one street, if

the road could be worthy of such & name, Something it hed, however,
that time cannot kill, & vigor that crops up in &ll of its
children, wherever they go. None ask other than a reasonsble
chance for-them?elvaag they are able and willing to take care
ofﬁf%emselves. Fidelity folks, no matter where they now live,
will edmit that the soil is of the very poorest, that there

ig nothing fine about the cormmunity in agriculture or wealth or
other showy things, Rut every one of them will tell, even at

the expense of being boresome, how soms mi hty fine people have
originated among the hills &nd hollows around the village, Hemote
relatives who have visited in the village have caught some of the
same loyalty; some rather good poems have heen written about the
hilles there, And not a pereson from old Fidelity ever is

asheamed of his origing hei;evar’aays he is from the county seaﬁ'ir
his home was really in the hills ten miles away, Here I &m,

more than thirty yesrs eway, boasting of the ssedy little place,

glad to cell it and its eurroundings mine. And evquot'ner
native son of Fidelity is just as foolish as I am, '
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How D0 Institutions Start? H\

All of us ;re aware of the passing of institutions, but
an equally interesting study wuld cogcern itself with the origins
of institutions.. Just why do certain things become the rule, and
others equally interesting feil to materialize? So old is humanity
and so lost in pre-history are the origins of many of our customs
that it is néarly impossible to recreate the actual conditions
that wenf into the making of traditions. For example, how did
langusge start, or, more specifically, how did a FYEdifif given
language becomes differentiated from its nearcst reletivss? We
have plenty of datsa to show how such kindred languages &8 French
and Spanish graduslly developesd from the parent Latin, but the
Latin itself was originally & part of some other language stock
and became different through many decades or centurics. When one
thinks of this, he finds himself as puzzled as when he tries to
trace his family line back & thnousand years, Pretty soon he dis=-
eoverse himself kin to more people than there were in the world
at the time, at least, theoretically., Try to think of a time
when humanity had no doresticated anim&le, no cultivated nlants,
Lyen the turkey, formerly regarded as the last fowl to be domesticated,
is now known to have been tamed by the Indians long befors the
coming of Buropeans. Similerly, no great food crop has been
developed within historical times, nany‘related plants have long
been known in their wild state, buty/ even scisntists have not been
able to bridge the gap between the wild and the cultivated
in their experiments. Teosinte, the nesrest relatkve of Indian
corn, is still teosinte, and Indian corn shows little tendency t;
return to its wild dtate, though & few plunts in every field

mey show some signs of their wild origin,

\
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Customs are shrouded in even greater mystery. How dig
cookery begin? How_ﬁid the race learn that certain things were
good food, and others were not? low gid the idesa of monogamy
develop¥ Some theorists would argue that our development has
followed the lines of lesst resistance, but any fair-minded study
of customs would soon prove this theorw false, Tzboos, known
end practiced smong &ll sorts of people, nearly always iupose
definite hardships. Very seldom is the right wey in eny code of
conduct the easiegt way. The farther back one goes in languzge,
the more complicated it is found to be, In like manner there is 4
greater complexity in.the customs of saveges than in those of
the hignly civilized.

When the horse-drawn vehicle finally yields to the motor
car, all of us will feel that & great era has been closed; but
the motor car is only & further adeptation of the wheel. Who invented
the wheel? 1Radio uses the uir waves, but they have alwsys Leen
there and heave been used crudely in other times, Klectricity
is our servant and is all ebout us, but the remotest saveage
came under the spell of lightning and knew &s nmuch about it as we,
Inventors, after all, are mere adapters of ideas long Xnown
by hurmanity but inadequately used.

We laugh &t rigmaroles that children and primitive peoyple
know and use, but our simplest ideas and statemants have usually
evolved from just such conglomsrations. Sinplicity of speech, of
manners, of religion, of political-organization, of sociel life

hes come laboriously and was preceded by £ more complex methods,.
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Afraid of the Dark --I L LS
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automobile lights flashing aven o3 remote country roads, u‘

the nights are not so dark as they used ©6 be, and not
half so scary. The fear of the dark itself may some day
become a lost institution., I wonder whether ths younger

generations fully rqalizeﬂ the fears of other days, when

night was & tarror to small children and to many grown people, r

r<j

I cannot confess that I was especially afraid of dogs or [
snakes or Gypsies, but I was mortally afraid of invisible

things, such as spooks, or "haints," and ghosts. The stories
that were a part ;f'our-nhildhond when people cams in to sit ‘
till bedtime increased ratiier than diminished our fear of
the dark. Just how much the story-tellers believed the
strange yarns they spun I have no way of Xkmowing, but I

have alwaye suapeotsd fhat thay made good time going hone

af ter sama of the halr-raisaers were told, The olildren,

I distinctly remember, while trying te raﬁard ths whole

grop of yarns as just "play-like," ware #fraid to move
aftervards, On hot nights,after such an orgy of atory-
tellingﬁwo‘wculd cover up, head wnd esrs, with a jsans
quilt, if such wera aveilable, to shield ourselves From
things that might deyour us or swullow us whole. We:fairly
dled of thirsat; that éraah enemny of ehildlood, ratiier than
go to the water hucket for a drinky we felt too old to

ask JMarmy to get it for us, But along with our own fears
wa had a persistent dasirs to agare others, either with
stories or with practiocal Jjokes,

3 ?
The most common device for scaring the wssk of

neart was Jmown locally ss & "Lick-tack" or a "@usb-bull,"
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A fivesgallon lard can, a string, and same.roain-wafa

the materials used to comstruct this engine of terrorff

a fish-hook fastehed to the otuer end to hook to a window
casing or the aomner‘gflﬁ;;a house, and the lump of rosin
was rubbed alnng'bha'éiring; Thisg producad & nolse

that would wakes the dead. Another devioe thet I have
known was & thinly-whittled sddle ¢f wood fastened to

& string and whirled rapidly. A nsiphborhood that I knaw
of wap fairly scared to death by this contraption by some
boys who ﬁéd previpusly scattered the-newé that & wolf had
been seen in the woods, As wolves were actuslly still seen
in esrtain perte of the state at that time, the trick was
& clover one. Togs ware frightened as much as people and
refused to follow the strange brute when it howled in the
cornfields.

Heunted houses esxcited fesr, but avery qﬁghbnm-
hood had somé dare-devil who sacretdd himself in suspected
houses and helped carry out the neighborhood tradition.
These who wers in on the trick got toQ'much much fun out of
it to reveal the secret; the others indulged in the most
primitive types of fear, probably not even daring to find
out tha truth, Graveyards were places to test out people's
braverys All gérta of foolish things.were resorted to;
bringing & elod of dirt from & new grave, plucking a flower
from some well-known gra¥e, or sleeping on a grave to win a
wager. Thase neipghbhorhood fun-makinge sre probably still
going on, but with matches and flashlights end car lights.

they must not seem half so scary && they used to.




If derimess iteelf i= no longer scary, I wonder

what abeut'ﬁbise? of tha night. Sounds a&re so much more
pbvioﬁs-nt'nightfthat mamyiSﬁper&gjttans and fTears have _
] prown up eround thems Owls hooting hava frightened many a
| waek-nerved paraon, gspecially sersnch owlg, with thsir '
quaevering, whihing,'deayniting notes, It used to bs the
cugtom ﬁnfﬁﬁfﬁ an old shoe to rum away such purveyorse of
gloom. & do not know whether owls have & keen sense of
smell or noty if they do, the old shdes are wayy effesctive,
B@wa&r;&wiauare seldom sesccisted with bad luck except the
barred owl when he gives his slmost humin shriek. Pad luek,
: B#ﬁﬂ'd&ath‘tﬁ-thﬁ'family? is portended by owls, Probahly
ne sound carriss farther and gets more narves tinelina than
the howling of doge. It has been believad in all apes
i that dogs g;uid gas and hesar things thet our coarser sars
and eves could not teke in, Hence it is feared thet dogs
senge the presence of invisible things, especially evil
epirits, Aside from any superstitious fear associated
with it, the howling of dogs swskes in many of us a primatiye
feeling thet sllies us with the most sncient oI days,  Sone
people I knew would seold the doge when they began to howl .
and would thus forge them into silence; others fearsd to .
disturb tham,snd let them howl on. .
Indoors there are sounds thet have med: many &

head of hair stand onm end, Ceartsin bgetles in ths walls

have acquirad the very unjust name of "desath-watches" hecsusme
il of their cliekinpg sounds, On cold nights tne furniture
a | and the walls themgelves pop and crack, meking meny @ chila ~

I end guperstitious grown-np fear that spirits are walling
e ~ ebrosd, The fire often nmekes & sound that iz usuelly
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] ‘imeﬁprawd A treading or “%raupmg" snllow. Bome £
‘onas read this ase & bed oman, connectad with sielmess aa&
@sath rether thaw snow. Flyinpg squirrels cen creste d
waird {mpreasion whan they scenpearesrannd in the "lof
snd suddenly i*aappear in enother '._:'];’)i;sae, g8 if they, too,
wera epirits, ﬂ;zue:aléinz- M:l;e'!.' ont for a bit of food, have ,{ k
many times frightened psople who in deylight could have faced K.
& penther, i

 In tha night we seem to losa mueh of the fins
bravery that civilizetion hae built up. We ravert to the

rrimitive men feared,end rightly so, the woodlasnd

W‘bnaxﬁ:&a that might dayour him dn the derkmees. In sp.’ntra
W our iharqaﬁiﬁg knowladpe of oty surroundinge, we aﬁ‘.ill

sﬂ;ﬁvar wi -ammdn thaet ought to be enjoyad or ignored.
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Bathing, &lways & peinful ordezl for boyas in wtutawq \

used to be purs jJoyv in summar, for it could he combined 'um?l
with fun, Oih?§'partﬁ'at'ﬁhe worfld may csll & hole in the b
ereek a puimming hole, but our name for it wes washing hole.
3wimming wae neocessarily & pert of the Saturdey-aftermoon
aip én ‘mﬁ cresk, An cetonighingly lerpe n‘unﬁa-r of 'lihe
'huﬁn I ¥new nevery learned how to swim, ewven dop fashion.
Bgﬁiﬁnﬁg:@wimming wag often reparded &5 8 wuzate of tine;
that may have accounted for our insisting on the practiesl
na%ure of & washing haole. Ly

On Saturday sfternven we took & bungd le af alﬂthea
.q@ﬁ.gnmg“ﬁig Dacz1 soap and headed for the creek, Undreaaihg
‘was easy, for two garments mads up all we wore in hot weathex,
Some of the buys would be undressed by the time we got
to the creal, having learned how to undress and run at the
sanis time. — The more daring ones jumpad right into the
anld pool; mnaking tha raast of us envious but not: enough eo
to initate tham, Since our creek wae Ped by springs, it
hﬁak'mﬁrﬁiﬁhan anaEVBrégB.amhunt of merve for us to plunge
in at once, The timdid ones waded In by degrees unﬁi} thay
falt they could @tand the cold waier. Sorietimes 1t bacame
necesEary to bagk out and chase up and down the sendbare to
get up eireulation, Rollinmg in the sand or riabbing it on
the body often bronght buck soma needad warnmih, Illsanwhile
the brave boys called us all the usly naves they could think
of; trving to goad us inte Isaping into tha pool,

Hven the few whe could swim wers not at all o
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expert. Dog fashion was the spprovad style. Jome of éha‘f"y
hig boye would a?ir up so muech water that we sihgller anag‘: ';;I
aalled tham.ntaaﬁhnatﬁ. it ﬂmﬂha strahge to me yet to o
'; ' ane pepple suinming without kicking their feet so nuzsilg. “‘L
Only & faw could dive, a nﬂéhay did it with mueh puffing and ¥
blowinc. Those ware. tie ones whofwera rost envisd, for

5 : &1 the d@%t of te were too cawardly to try it, Sonmetimes we
scooted down a nmuddy bgnk and got evan dirtier thon we ol
wara whan wa gamne to the pool,

- In oxdar to make it eppear ithut we were practicel
mindéinWB:Eem&ﬁi?aa drova the 0ld negf to the fenily bugey
and gave hoth of thef & Bathe  Heving to wash the Suggy N
geve ue @ longer tive to pad&lm around in the water, if

b . we oau_d rat the horse to lie down in tha cresk, we were .
':;hmii. ' all tms happier. You sse, wuahins, or taking & weskly bath,
‘if“ . was & solemn duty; swimming was merely plsy and wae tharefore

,h ) Wronge Soma of tha bud bhoys of ths neighborhood slipped

_ avay on Sunday and played in the Washing'ﬁole; We wlways

. : feared for them, but somehow I cannot recall that any of them
avar drownsd or broke their necks. A few of tha good littlas
boye, pood bacausa they faared parental ch&&ﬁianmenﬁ’ would
hang around the pg;l_anﬁ lang to Join their comrades. One
guch boy thet T kmew tried to walk a lug-pcrohx the washing
hole, The log brokarand dumped hin into watsr over his

X head. The wicked bovs got him out, but his Sundey clothes

:f wara navsr guite ths sams sfterwards, His father for once

i did not spply the lashy probebly he thought the hop's ride

o had suffersd & plenty, When I think of tha daring lit}le

rapcsls who ueed %o lies in the creek until they were as brown

sa gpinger oczkes, I wondar why they could not have hean born
a gnharation later, when bathing a jnet the tqing. i

]
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ghave and 2 Taircut, Bhampoo
Narber sﬁbpa'and heauty‘parlara ars now in every
town, so many of, them that everybody has & chance to got
prefttied np, But it used to be gtherwise, Ready noney
for such things wass not to be found, When we wers little,
our mothers or big sisters put en apron over our laps and
sheared us, meybe not very artisticelly but sufficiently,
| engvay, At first we felt rather bhig, for very little
s children; boys and girle alike, did not have their hair eut.
ne Toys wore long hair until thesy were nearly bipg enough to
start to school, and I remember one hoy. in aé’hqel with his
h hair in plaits, , After a fellow got big enough to have
sugrastions of & change of voice, he resentad being shorn
ﬁ? the homefolks, Nearly every neighborhood had & hoy or
| ;mﬁn vho gave Wis services frez to help heads look less
) . like bushel baskets, To him we all resortsd on Saturdey i
afternoons, just before we started to the creslf for our "
weakly bath, His scissors may not have baen very shard,
he mey not have been varyaértistic.aa a hair-cutter, but
we always felt that we hed grown up & bit{ivjl}n we could
uge his ssrvieces, If he elipped a;fewrﬁféﬁas On ONr BEYS
T'I i or neak; thut advertised to all comers thst we had been
thropgh the ordesl and were entitled to respect, In general
the events of &nplish novels seam strange to me, but when
fyomas Hardy, in THR REPURN OF THR NATIVE, mentionsf how
the naighhorhood bove and man got their heircuts and were
Yloody around the ears, I feel that he and I could have
aoon struck up an scquaintence, '
: >y In genersl the neck was left unshaven when the
hair was cut, 8ome peonle then and now feared that =shaving
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'ﬁh3t~w&33 in mpite of afforts to =tifle it, unmistakahle

finad for disturbing vublie worshin.

| Bhampod Tor vou, The tin washpwn or the cresk was paod

Pl o
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rathsr than elipping would meke the nect halr grow éaarai ‘*";”
and sbundant, as if & Hair could tell whether it wae cub :5 !
with sheare or & rezor. Nearly pvery ysar or =o there l

would come & eraze for clippad or shaved haeads, Most of

tha boys who submittsad to this ordesl wantad to hide out

for a week or %wo aftarwards, however funny it may havae
eaemed at-the time, Onco mnd only onea I hud my hedir olippud% i
The éa"aui-lt' wiue not very nlezsing, The next Sundey 1 came 15
inte Sunday 8chool lete and sheenishlv, The choir had
aiready patherad wrourid the new orpan end started a hynm,
A aal&mn hush fell on the whols conpreration, followad hy

lsughter, end 4in church, too., It wae o wonder I was not

Tha neighborhood barnar often had to trim beards,
too, Nasrly avarvbody sheved his temples during the hot
months dbnt sllowed the ztuhble ta prov out during the winter,
Thare woe & prast deszl to do %o 2t this winter growth out
of tha war, Mustaches weras saldom trimmad; the more
welrus=-11iks thev were, the beiter,

0f coursa mo barber, logal or setharsise, did &

ensduph £6r thet, Plain creek water and Tig Desl moap
ean reiss aneurh sfospsuds ho-alaansa sy body Vs heud,

There wae something ohout haireniting that waes so
aninabitly migciling that *omen ware: not weldome whan ths

cormunity berher wae doing his work, Victorisnigm forbeds .

i )

thet . It war wall enouph for tha provn wamen o cut the halr :..

|

of 1ittle boys, hut that wip ae far we pPropriety could po. =

What wottld those sld-feshioned onee &y mow if thay eoulé -
29 & pur barher shope end besute navlars? : , Ly
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' Polk Documants

Fragquently some of the indulgent raeders ur 'b'hjja L

g Loy S*

colutn ‘ask me how I pet gL F date for mr tidbite of :l"ulklora.,l I,;,I,I"

My reply hoas olwoyr basn tuat 1 ligrad thzouph the time uhan ‘”“«, \
thase thinge were going on, & Hecenily I hawefbaan.raraadiug
some old dierdes of ming that ought teo convince even the most
skeptical that tlhiese expariances are not sugond-hend,  Ilere
are a few extracte from ny dieries for she Firvet four monihs
of 1906, Jjust 32 years ago, Put tham togsther in your own
wey end drew your own conclusions.
Jenusry 25~=%I whittled out & lot _oi’.'lhiakdx'y Bsxk todsy.Lor™ g
toothbrushes,"

Tootlibrushes; othar than those mgde of blic'yum ox |
hickory, wers scarce & third of & centwry sgo. A hickery .
. bark toothhrush wies & velry selact prasent for a young blude
to give hils ledy love, ‘
Jenuury 26=-%1 received my Jemvery COMFOTT todoy,"

CAUPORY was & 'amll.méz’;chly'magazina,, publi shed . in
hugusts, Yeine, thut weny rural people resd in those days.
It was in it o THE AMZERICAN WONAY, I cannot recell m-'hi-.eh;
that we reéead BT, FLI0; in twenty-two mnn%'hl-}' installmente,
weiting breathlegsly from ipsue %o issve, Othors raufl
the same thing, I am sure, as nowrly every year I enroll
gome ome nemsd £or the hercine, Bans Herle,
January 30--"This eve we cut and hauled five white cak 'an_d‘
two 'ﬁbbﬂﬁ!tﬁ-t. telezbons peles wnich sre to be used on our

f.he ong 115 have raferraa to a8 uniting sections that hed
formerly Kpapa.rateﬂ by ereek botteoms and hills, “"Gve,"

Al
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of dourss,is poetic for evening, the tims ufter ticon, N

Februsry ?-u'Accgrding to encient weatier signs thers will
nore
be snow, two froets having fallen gn this one and the iire

keeps an slmost gontipual neise like one tresding on snow."

“How @eriously I helieved this is now impossible to
proves Tha entries in the next several days feil to show
any aﬂﬁitianal BNOWa
Fabruary B=-"fhis morning I bobttomed & cheir with waite
oak Eplits, my fivét work of this kind,"

I enl pure that my firet effort was no worss than many
another fivst sffort. Anyway, I learned how this worlk i
done and aeqnired a respect for those who can do it qkillmuy
Uereh 20-~"Thie evening I attended three trisls in Magis- -
trate's Colirts The offense was running horse on public
highway. "

Talk sbout being born thirty yesrs too soond I had
.s'ée'n one of tha rash affe’n&éga of the majesty of the law,
but I was too Ter away in the fields te make-aFéompstant
witness. & fusther resding showed thet e one,iroved
guilty % fined #10 and costs, the other two acquittbed,
April l4e="This eve I went to & log=rolling down in the
bottom on _____'s land, There were some Tifteen hands,
and we rolled until 5E30°P. lL.*

I note that I attended two other log-rollinge within

_sﬁiolﬂéukﬂi I could repeat some of the stories I heard on
these occspiong, but I do not want to artagonize the censors
And so I could go on for weeks. These small items wers
get down ae the most matursl things in the worlds now they

have beagun to have some historiesl and folk wvelue.,

.
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/\]On‘r"L?
A Villoge Vag

Hvery villege heg its hunorist, snd Fidelity

was no excephbion to this rule, Our wap wag a ténsnt on
one of the larger forms in the bottow, bul he lived in &

v new thing in Kidelity, down

small, new nouse, about tne aon
hy the gravevard, He was not & native, bLtuant is, he wos
not born in the community but had cowme from some six or
seven miles eway and tous nad tus cloofmess thet avery prosd
critic of society is sunposed Lo have, He algo had the asdvan-
tage of belng fully grown and merried bhelore he meved into
Fidelityy thus he did not grow up with reverence {or any of
our locadl idols, HGvery comnmunity needs at least one person
whoe neither knows norwr éares for the emenities, so Tar ae
the riglid rules of socliety sre concerrnied,

Tnings that struck us o g uatter ol course rarely
se impressed our villuge weag, ven o funeyeal hiad its
comlic ®ide to nilw. He wes & horn wminic end could get usg

1 1

el dlewghing by hig entics, thougn he seldom o much o
srilad, | e had no vegted intrroebs te prelect and could
nreve hig say shout evarytﬁing. dher be mede Dls o rers ke,
often &« wiacke siitvnction wis clesifica Tor us ¢l Fone of
the giver once could possibly put uve richdt In sore of tha
nredicenente toet ne could cettle wibis o glaplc incivive,

bricuprh vot

Tyor hiese ok

Al - . o

!

Thers ves no v Llce In owael e wsd Roobay, evern tooupihn Lhore

317

rer Livtle reverenco; ns Jusl sow witilont projudice,
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cotbon pente clothidenim is it or sorething Like it),

The smeld broetner dis welting in guspense for the

coervments to become Loo swmell Tor bhe esw one up the line,
veiting with wicked deslres in Bie heert thel eccriiguekes
gr fires or floocds or decth may remove Lhie cause of i
i liation, I there dg =03ill & roungar brothsr, though,

he con vave hilg reward by feeling superiocr woen tne much-

1 £

yoin feyment potees on down bo thie vnfortunate little

rasced, It iy herd on = boy thel does not grow rothner Test,

ate pile up on hive 1 was slov of

s

growtn end ped wmy homlliction dncreased yesr by yeor, i

.
’

neaory shere ol perments, oo Do os wera soencsried,

but suceh numbere! ’

I & heoy lives long snough, however, he cooes Lo

the dey waen he can dave @ sull or e overcoat or

of wints 1l nis owne Faver aroin con I ofeel e big es L

did iy owmy Lirsl overcoel, ono boupht Just for oo wnd not
slresdy & lemlly relic, Gowe ol ug vwy heve Iorgobben

how deep wuh oury sense of wiiaen we nad to wear out

o poixr ol Sigter's stices, but & suspect thalt we have never

o 1

forpetten the sense ol triumpn when we could seil vnder our

1. 1,
i

owrn colors, witunout bainge twitted by the bip boys becouse of

ounyr mupetn ol inkeritad clobning.
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Smokes

Avery novmal bhoy faels that he rmust smoke some-

N

sivg. And nearly every boy of wmy escouaintance hes smaked
ﬂomethinﬁ, haroful or otherwise, Just how we ascaped
Dnisoniﬁﬁ T do not ¥now, but nesrly evervihing thet even
regemblad smoking reterisls wag used, Wor soms plironge
reoson people of 211 sges tnink there is something bie about
pui'fing smoke out of one's wmouth snd esvecislly out of oue's
nostrils, though I must confess that we did not try inhaling
the smoke of the tuhings we used in our hoyhood,

There ore pradetions ol reﬁpect&hility in snokes,
just a8 theve sye gradas of tobaceo, Cornesilie ore miL&
snd make s cood h@ﬂinning ifor the Teprful and sigsy, But
grapovine, Wit its sovepe biﬁe, satielies For years,
Uhatner snv of fhe wen who smoked provevinsg grew un ard
develonaed cencer of Tite Lownpue would be a good investipetion
for wedieal men, Anywed, & prapevine can prodiuce zbout
thie soresl tongue I have ever knovn nersonsllv, Hife
gverleasting, wnich we celled rabbit tobscco, makes good

n&aye o

PR

smokes and geod cnewing, thet s, if one doas not
very exquisite sanese of tasts, Aeally, the smoke Trom
burning life everlasting is not bad, unless it 1o in one's
Gun vonti, It suprests sometning Orlental by its odox:
to the ewmoker it sugrests burning of I fieldes in the spring
oi the vear, ullein ie & gprsat desl like tobacco in

sonearance bult rather unlike it in teste, Grevnies tell us

"

thet mull hes medicinel velues; hence ve oupht to heve

healthy neosalnossspes, we who nged to smoke i1t so ruch,



Since hip men usged corncob silsas, 8o we bovs

mad- our own, stemend all, reather clumey aflairs, But they

pove us g thrill, the thrill tust comes to bovs, old and

voung, when tuev think tuev are doing s

e Lried to moake cligarveties from our m
/7

tohaccoﬁ(%ut Jith rodier poor succegs:
Ny}

was Llikely Lo he coarse wranning pepor

sbrong.,

£

ometuing nauphiy,

ellein anda rabbit

for the we used

RS

thet toested o bDit

But one just bhed to heve & ciper-like swmoke, That

helpad o loug the cape Tor grenevines,

wes wmede from o bugpv-wbip, for it was

Anothexy king of ecipor

porpus ane o woulld drow

wall, T cznnot recall what flavor a bugpy-whip had, age-

necially one that had been lowy in uge,

bt T osuppose bhst

it resembled praoevine, without the sting. In the boitoms

grow orogs-vines, which, wien dried, Torw excellent substi-

tutes for clgars, It hes been manv g

dev =since 1 have

eard of gross-vine cirFsre: tuev moy have pone out of stvle

F

hy 110V,

Isn't the whole thing funnzyY

Just whv one would

vent to disturh the »nlezsant taste in one's wmoutn by smoking

A

or chewvineg rebbit tobacco s & puzzle thot wy pooer brailn

caymot solve,

Life endursbhle by contrast,

lovbhe tine verv hitternegs ol it nmskes



Mo, 160
A Country Tarson
Today I would like to add srnobther cneracher
sketch to the maﬂy_ﬁhat heve sponeasred in this column, Tor

the man I am to tell vou about renresented o whole penerction,

He was o retired Methodist onreacher who mede hils home in old

Pidelity, He had been a devtist in bis earlier vears
hafore he wes ¢ nreacher, After his supcrannuation he
took up his esrlier colling and lived to & wine old npe,

i

becomiug for weny of us youngsters a sort of modern rep
regentative of the alder orophets, He was gquite tell and
ahvong of build, with & long, flowing besrd, Older ones
told us 1t used to be red, bul we remenber 1t only as
snowy white and very simple. Service in the Coufed .rutbe
Avvavy hed piven oilm s aipnity snd military hesring tast even
advenicad age could nobt overcowe,

Then the roapuler clrcurt rider fwdiled fo apypsex,

ne would presch Tor us, Sowmetives he would also precch

amber some

on tie Sundeyv nesrast bhis blrtadaw, I oetill »e

of hig birthdey sermong. Jike most of hiﬁ‘gwneratiﬂn, hiis
sense of hunor wes & bit diw, but be could see preal Loubhs
and pragent then grestly, e hed & eglow, dlpniiied volce,
and hie restures cultbted hig hesring ln evary wov, Yhen he
raised his hend end slowly ubtered some condesnetbiorn of
oruvery living, 1 tiought ok tne pilcturss of Mlijeh in the
cld feonily Mible.

Opne of hig intzrecting nebite thet was onge & 2ert

of =11 cireuit riders snd precchers in penersl wes nie



Singe AT . Mot only did he Join M lustily in the songs

thet he Lined for ve, but hs =lso ssng & solo just peiore
his sermon, o \vem tast helped interoret the Scripture he

Wa g tn‘uee ag o Lbext, Nyidently in hig vounger dovs he

hed been & good zinger, fov even advenced ape covld not whollw
teke avey tae charm of his big, impressive volce, The
vounger ponaratlon Souetﬁime% amiled very Ermudly vien ne
sexng, but thelr eldsrs waere regpectiful, for toey could ra-
memher othér Limeg whoen the old gentlenmsn could hold his own
withh the best in the singing school snd the camp wmeetling,

e ware Lold by thoge vwio knew thet als false
nlates were Lwong Lhe basgt, Tor tpat wes hieg specialiyv,
since L onad no occasion in those deyvs to Jjudpe sucn things,
I remernber only his puhlic apoearsnces in his othey role of
supersnnuated minister and elder nropiet. And thnere sre
few more plessant wmerories then thosge ol bim in the

nulnlt ol onr Llittle country chuwnch on =ome soving morning,
when the birds were g inping in toe voods, and when ocors ol

sonring flowers drifted in through the windous,



Hed-not dlannals

Adloof us know tow hHGA eoposeping dnstitubtion

Tl et imee et T vy m ot e el e 4 o oa i bl I T e

LG DoRe-nL L rern wtocliing 15y probably few beve thovghit

how egnally passe cre red-holb flannels, vol losg ago I
perents=

Plediey & L( s to FA Cebanouer e U ciatilon ond ek I‘l_“li)fl ted a

s

peir ol home-Ykalt v
L

optockings to show how they would hold
enormouns dusntities of Christmas poodies, Fothing that I
heve been connected with in yesrs creatéd 50 wuch interest,
T did notb telk then of the passing of red flannels, dut I
will rnow, Yitin the coming ol bebter wmeihods of hesbing
houses hes come & cvestom ol dregeling Jless warnly, Thoss
who spend their doye oul dn the cold probvebly still oling

:

cesaitys bul imagine eitbing in

L

Lo waryy undéapwear, Iror ne

g Toom with o tempersinre of 70 deprees &1l swaltned in

yoollen underiasr! Ty mekes me waim, oes thougin 1 s

wriﬁiﬁ; thie on one of tne coldest days oi the winter, Ben
oubdooy men tell me thet shorts or P. V. e wre suiticient
for the worst veather, avidently we nave developed wornsy
hlood or sre less sensiitive to cold,

dhen we went Lo Loe counbiy schncol, we vore o

tiiet we leooxed like wibohimen, ezt Lo the

@

[
o
<
-

—
ey

slin we wore red flgsunel ghirts, oy "bodieg,” Un bop ok
those was &0 vnder goermant of cotbon flannel, Then witin a
nickory shirt, & coet end vest, an overcoat, « fescinetor

or & pelr ol cor-mulls over ouyr eois or & cop pulled down
witn tine earg, the uppoer pevhbs ol our bocies ourul to neve
heen sulficiantly waroed, Je werye eguelly well clotoed

ont the lover ;;auiet of the nody, whnough I counnot recail heving
soen any red floannel drewvers on the clotnes liwes in our

coviauni Ly, Yoot wes reserved for Indisng, tkny vewrs af ber



my Flevnel-shivd doyse Tothink thet I firet felt an interest

i eleven

in fuckleberry Finn when he nentioned ltcning

at onca, Any ons whe were pgd flennels lived in o perpetusl
itening, so thet on Sundey when toe pre:chner ¢=scribed corbuin
warm ond torturing vloces, we expnrienced thewm Iin sdvence,

vou middie-aged paople snd I oupht to-be much hetter
then we are, for bthe tortures we endured e infonbs and swall
children ghould keﬁp vefore us olwayve Lhe horrors of ebernsl
punigshment, I nave seen more bion my share ol sweatiog,
prickly-nsated little red bodles, swatined in voluminous
petticosts of red Tlannel, Porboiled we lookeds perbolied we
were untlil we could ontprow Lihis curse ol cid v
monwment ouplit to be ervected bo the wemory of Lae Iirst
phyveicien or old grirmy %iﬁf nelievad tual red fl@nnel g
necagsary Tor tho cowdiort end selety of « smedl cnild,

1 - N

pionurernt aight teke Lor dte theme gome of the wermest pesbofes

ihorepresent o nall, cragsad up

irorm Dentetp LT uRE It wig

to represent o docbor, cled in & clinging germent of I lene

thet cuenches not, 1like the fire kindled by lightning, 1

tould  heave vigions of babiles suethed in the guoc Desbion

nl 1

Lot forever beiore hig eves, ilike tne visions ol water and

B

fruits before sulifering Tintolus,

Where io linsey-voolsey, ond pelbticosats ol wegone
sueet proportiony Thera 1o red fleunel,; the enoemy ol comlort
ard the provoter ol dtehipg¥ here are the leyers ol hob
clothing thot we used to swect in untll we vere oilensive

wnern we ghood sround the schoolihouse ctove? ihiather we oo

vermer-nlooded buan ge used te be it doth not yeb wappesr;

corbeinly we coal Keop walmer with Lever ;arents taon fornevly

end euffer only occesioncl chilblains,
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A Oyels of Houses --1

dirvet the lop nouse, then the boxed houwse, then

the framed honsceseiitat wonld summayrize meny s femily that I
bheve known end ob bhe sene time swimsrize three whole poriods
of fmericsn nistory, In %the very neture of thinge thig order
e the one te be éxpected; our stage of development could

not have decrand otherwis

56,

Wnen the pioneers came to Hentucky, forests were
nerrly overywiniera. SewE wers bthen uninown, crogs-cul pows,
T omesn, The axe, thol grest tool of civilizetion, was
the compsnion of'the F . From the netive Toreosts the
trecs were cut end bullt into & cebin, rude and gmell at

fieet but gyowina)aﬁ geoler times coine on Fntil ore i

ild & log mension. Such & one is tne home of the lote
build Log mansio uGh ne s the home of the lote
Cenerol Gimoy Boliver Humkne§ in ilart County, Retween thesge
two extrenes are all the combinetions of the siumple log

Y

peﬂi/Ehe two voons Iln front sand o dog=trot between, the two-
story front with a L, When sews becsle pnove cummon)and & -
peclally sawmills, wesntherbosrding cnd ceiling covercd over
many & Lop house Lhst todey may be on the fastilonable street

o’ 8 gooG-slzved Lown,

tha boxed house renldly grew up, peitly bacenge

Dbility of covied luwbenr end porlly becsuse of

e ense wihth wiiich sucin & houss could be builld, PRRAY

some cul neddo end & bDesmer, alwost eny smateur corpenter

could build suchh & Bovse,. Thae sinpilest form was nade ol

undreceed Llunmher ond strlppod, There 48 still so

47

e nind
very pratil-ing about toe signt of =veh & aouvse waen it is
4 7,

properly buili, « sometning bhot neg wede L oveapposy In many

borebs boxead

& BLYTETIG

cobtege @n our own Lines, Jlore cla



houses wers yertherboordsd and celled, cnd even pgainted,

Some ports of tue sbtote bodey hd of biose hougaer

EN

o
=
b

reneine from very snall cotlapes to roolly olaborste bouses.

With dncrecsing eage 0of life ond daesire fop conlort,
ren begsn to bulld fraere houses, Local customs darp ely
ol

teternined the size, plen, and matericls, Hnole arees are

1.

or were regions of the stenderd "big™ novse:

WO rooms In
front and ¢ hell bhetween, boti upsteirs and down, wiith an

L of one story,. In Few Sngland toe gambrel rool was common,

»

¢

hut in this port of thoe world 1t is rerely geen, This

€

sort of bip bouse ususlly hed & chimney al sither end, with

Direplaces on gach story, There 1o nobthing rere wbout Lnd

kind oif house, Tor the corventers Jdid thalr work so well tinwt

hvndreds ol these gsymbols of wespectebillity wnd rurel Drose
perity wye averywyiuare,
Tne furniehings suited the typoe ol house, Frerlcens

neve heoen Torever chenping Iron the olders to the ngver, e

1

Log cebhin nead its crude ond wmeagsr Durniture; the boxed bouse

added sonmewneal fo thilsy the fwawe aouse would heve been

mad of Atself 1F it hod not beecn furnishod v the latost

stvle. Aether humorously, wowe. ol tios begt fTuralbore thot

dipcerded s old=-foshioned woen the

nhuckiong aver hod

Tami Ly wmoved dinto the froue house, furnitvre thet wes later

iy

foupnd in the stors rooms or smowehovses and velued ss anligques,

01 course, the briclk and stone hous

ceme oleng in
the nevorel course of events, but thev have never heen, until
recently; eny very laree part of Hentucky rursl Llife, Hea Ly

a neichbo ‘¢1u(;(i exXisbs the
hrlcg e nsion i
some periz of ,
Kentoclky until Lz ey gaesdes ey been
Lo wousn, fol L‘J\!U( ive turn by tuo bowed

es ot Neve sowe onc or tvo old
SEENN :Ly gey e rnd : "

SUNHOEeE
slece of tha




WEHT Vietorien docorstions,

Thoet novw saemg so unelessn

WETRA

A Uycle of liouses--11

Lo one srd cities dllustre e chunging

Prohebly b

tvlas in houses in our bivme more thep do rursd districts,

w

The Frovbouse, esoocicdly the well-bullt ons, ds ILikaly to

AN

cat throueh severcl reners Liono, fne form cennoet very wall

he left bhaohind verely heceupse sty les of dbullding zve chenginge,

(}jf‘;z;’ gounrese, the voungor gonoveti wien thay inherit peat

of the old ssteote, m huild & plessar s the Femily

regidenees, in ov out of style, will rewmcin, tof remind 2ll

comarsg of other deys cnd other gtyiles, But ln the btovng

I

a 5
! |

the noovaletion i unstebile; netives and outsiders live side

-,
)

by widey the soclel stencding of o hoves or ol & neipnhorhood

Mey chensa in e ghort time.

ven in our sl Tentucky tovwns oo cern £ind

how tha coming of tune cedilpocd ov

evidencag of e hudlding

P

of the Wighvey or aing of o

o
A

neenle in ¢ certein dirvection, Ancastred bores, booutiimnd

in their doy end in thaeir orici catting, muet be piven

up for § nodern bunpolovs in tine letest addition, Toaere Loe

old-timars stond ; Lenented often hiv e ponulstion dne b ooy es

i

almoet vaurly, proaduslly hemmed in by cheey tenervsnt b

sne grovineg divtier and wmore unkenpt in eppesrence vonr by
" EU 4 S I N R 1 . £ 3
i 1‘,‘& inge, Tthincunbons, ' oand

Tacodads" TiL1L vp with srime; loud-volcod chilldren distorh
L gquiet ol the srisitocratic old manglon cnd scomner ovey

the old vose &

Lecter rencrsotions, not having soen

such o honan it wos on hhe Mmoot selooct reps

phreet, wonder v go mneh mones e gnaart in osrehitecture

e s drawun the foaohionable



goeoof tue older penaretion lenont tihe pessing

cees of covvtyy liTe, we wmuaelt cadmit that more

neve boen mesivihile golng on-dn thne ton snd city

s avident 1a

e respon vy bthls

w bthe old olices in

trneir decey wnd
times ond nleces, Taver No

. , oA > - , .
MENE Lo s‘f—:':;s,\-@i? nntil tha Yehirmev's

e ceving in, = Coloneldl 311 5,

Vot in hhe oo where thare s 75

the olkd lives gn in the midest of the

.

ey moadn 1,:) srnd crecehing, tnough wlthout somnd, ol dowe thot

L

cmeoe seemad ap everlesibing oo do our Neasing FaLIo,

Orie of by maet Ler eloe vicits Lo o demous house

pcenerad eowme hen vaprg cpo, hreeeie, thet de, beorure of ot

Ty this suburher vensgion hed Lived o formey povernor

of our steto, Tvrom this Meves Wod rons to tas Confederste axmy

ceneral who woe o 2171 ot Shilcoh, to thies hounee hrd come

vy

tha prest of the vhels lind ond sven viniting forelpnars,

Lowupa wlantetion surcaoumdad the vicnsion, Jhen Toore thare,

the fovm end the honga hed besn plven us by the daroony

gnd whe osner s hYewing by oeveryv uonne bo for toe o,
e sde trees, huee pines, sars beine cut fTov revlors, oo ¥

T oconld not drive my oper oun tThe drdvensy,

puilt to hnoves Five vehicles, hod most of

¥

g overegkad and

by

[

L e Flovere sih, oar o oveen houss

Tyisd

=2nd sther fres

wA R RY O;Y

e hig onld yoome
sesr bo v Tootostorn,

ot t'}“,‘-‘*i:'F-‘,ﬂj?? T {ound =&

syTinoa house, bhut on

ith presse pnd dint

cyrsndanr: Meic

headirne T110=d un —1th

o, The

of{ in shri=s

rhneh-Ti%n

b m U | % ..
neorae ant oahion

the =hinla fon Temodn

crlecd, not in

Flooe of the beck
21

henecsth it.
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T, AUyway, L owas able Lo cegn o oon bthe cugton

QTR O

rolsing

shteen end went Lo

Jermy was bhe steed thet L gode

1 - o e ey e . £ P Wy
heyond tha horlion, nolb & vewy JF#Ei bl

hesuthiful or velusbhle ona hoat connected wibth o fine old

{ fothers that I lomew ws e boy would talk

geclining vesrs in some such Teshilon:

TS PR S AN

srit Clepy woes purbty pore wasn we Dol el
T e el e el bl L g ST T R e N, e
OQOER, NG S0 doad Ter Gow el Eors CalraNeiti, (] ::vlaci_.ﬁ 20

er & bed,

s, Iocw, Lopidve ever' ons ol o boys

Lo the old-tine

2B Y

it aften hecomes for ong penasrvobicn Lo b

to cnobthner, pow cen vou and Lonmeke our o

velue ol o huge vyowhon they Yy
net would ther thinl to heor L
new Bnrrey’y
e o r Tor cnildraen beg LD ono wey clisviec:
we heve woraly ehenead bho ey ol snowhing Db Founn bhovy

and gicle po forth to conguer the vorld Loedey, not on o horse

CT poorky,
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St

Lot only of hobther dllustrotion ol how dlmposeible



i W oy 0 e i
‘ Pria bast o

guchy bhul, hy soeldont, Lt wew il BYA preéactcr, ba o ha
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the wicelity neighboriiood,
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s

and some thirtve-pix additions Lo
the cnvren rewerded bhialr afforbs. Since DM, Zlorn e tirue
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to hring the comvarths
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fully i ocexiy wiilte people wore
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soma olrovming, dn

e o wholn avant, Cve srooehier stood Lno the il

craelk opd

tag, crobher stood nadl-way
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cune from the slecp bovlk, levngutber

o

an bhe Form

i g~ wning in

auperently tried to clivwh the Drench

heole cut af thig, bul the singlng and ghouting continuaed

unohecloed,

Srong o

e nooaley wounge ond

vithout rviv restroint, Thern cane The gerton. The preaoher

out dr the middle of the chresn held un & lorg nony Dine ey
s L. "

end An Ehve daesterolond btones ol one ol % Pl JOT LRGLens
RO . . R T A Ral N Ve e R - K X !
poid , "Show, ve! roisint, uhite folksy chow vo! peisint '

Line pudeneses of 60

Fyo-m o then on wa

[ERRRCI A af tha eoloreaed

Weors wenbed Lo hNasn vony coe-cndled

in s wers antavior Ly, L obheve repésted Trothop
- . e 3 - - e A . P e L PR T ST e e e e A ey xS " .
Aenbonts rermong o bundrads of highly-fevorad gbudents iy

grneriencad on the b gcurmer dey In Uhe woeds
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The Spring

...... Water out of a Taucet ig certelinly purer and more
abundant then water from a spring, but something péetic has
disappeared in the process of confining the stream in an iron
pipe, ' Springs formerly had o much more important place in
our little world than théy have now. They often determined
the location of the first settlements, bul many ol the piloneer
springs heve dried up since the woods were desivoyed, Gthery

aprings thot once fipuved in human welfars hove hecen covered

with send or heve become hovelessly polliuted, Straets hove

heen laid over countless springe and gpringe brancies, in

£ He lton

modern London, we aye teld, the Lreoul brooks thet Izack
nead to fish dn sre now underground dreing and sewers, Tut
in weny countyry ploces inae soring ﬁfill solds s iph pluce,
a8 wicturasgque ond necessary op thne old well wnd ite oslen

huelket,

Sorvings pre ofton cegosocisatbad with aonring houses,

An eridet, looking for the guaint and anticue, could find

dozeng of wedels Tor his wvd in thes garinge houces of
Hentueky, from the gimple boxed tywe to the stone houges,

negrly L1l of thern snclent in wopearance cnd ofton ovel

+

ST

with mogses and Lilichens, Whet on arrvev of 2111k end othcer
foods the old swrine nouge shaltered] Slnoe dca be s

neceegity in mony ocounbtry hotes bodoyv, willk cooled din s
3 : Zn sied in oo

moy not seem cold enough, hut we old-fivers still orvelar juost

thet temperatnre glven byabe g exposed fo the cold spring
: : ‘ 3 B yLd smpring
water $6r o doy or bwo,

sometines @ syrlng wves ¢ sort of neirhborhood ingti-

tution, One such in the neichborbosd in whiceh 1 owos bHorn heow

hean of pract velun Lo the survounding forms, Sor ocrester



o~

Menlth the eorly setilers bullt their hoveses on the hills, ey

from toe wmoe TN thep, bhecsrme o Lo

Laing Lo pet, We o le dup in o this soil often celt olosged

sondg ourg Gld, Dutotne roecdelde s

Lk

g o
VLN

curbad with & hollow

gt Lo, bes supplied ¢n shundence of pure, clear weter foyp
two oy more penervstlons, Wien the supnly coupht in the

reing cuns low In the clsterms, nenled from

SUELTY, e

for immedinte use or to Fill the

brought to the suring to drink, Heor at hend 18 &2 conn

chureh, clveve atbrociive in surmer hacsuse of the cold

. 1

" ¥o neicshhoerhoond center is more oan

[
5

KNOEt, Peonlas from ¢ distence have used this spring as

center for nicnlag for Tifty vesrs or wmore, The spring

hecoma o sviihol of natvrats bounty,

sve & food nla

Y

e emell bow, The surisg brefch wos elv

s

i

gargy cardinsl flovers snd swemn ssbers sand obhar weler we

this soring

1

orecloted ov belbtar

the

9.
165

cs hed weny anothaer wegocisation in the mindfol

fish pnd otaer vater eniluvels, Alpag the branch

P E,

Cremfisgh bullt their chiimneve neor the 1ittle oclrsse. in the

coeldest wasther, when The leroar strecmg would be fyresen

tie Littls oy

e hranch wvould he s froc, obtan

Dexrdng youy ﬂ ERA

casr hoo ghow Dow B

ware ond often o1

sed snd pot thelr Sundey osnts wet,

Fortunestely sueh toings as shete and nationdl

pavks and

to sowve of their forier ugefulnegs, Given ¢ =2pring in o

lend, whal alse would one wish to wmake poatry o rea&iﬁy?

Toreehs ave ubilizing the swwines and rastoring

OVET,
L
BT H

sy Lhawv

0% T
1Y e

VOO0 e



Poorly, '"henk the lord

uen pood syonpethy bs wested on people who sre

siek or in treuble, fov o levee nercentope of us like 1o be

i

wmertyrs and would not trade ovr troubles Tor anv amount of

heopiness, Bows with #ilments cre downrisnt enviaed hy the

e

other fallows, Think of the value, sccially, of heviveg o stone

-

brulse or & stumped-olf toensill] It is elmost s good

[

for & vourgeter as te hove survived & wmejor opervation is io

BOETOWN-UD, It ig true thet peonie wheo are injured or
nheve sulffered zre supposed to develon o nhilosophy snd to

value thinpe that thay nave experienced snd thnings thatl thev

have miseed, A oy with o dirty rop sround o toe ov ailn
his srm in ¢ gling does nol hove Lo develon eny phidloscnhy:

he slrecdy heg one ond cen strut cround he ware yeally

Lo he envied, OF coursa, ho mey heve
when he got hurt, but to hesr Lim brog about 1t el tervards,

a1 woe thout

one would dmcgine Wim fhe sorht of phillosopher &

hutlt seldon gee, Fortunete vy, avar ofbar gomg would or

othner dissstor the nov doss not Llewent niles hord Luck butb

thinke of his hneroisn under cdversily @nd
. .
Tipursatbvely, on the back,
Anag thot reminds we of fvowit bovs waid givils thot
teke o delipght, Lliie Gthello and other bhreve men, in recounting
the dongers Lhov have noesaed,’ Some of us like to ¢ive the
impresslon thnot we borvely escmped wmertvrdom a toousand times,

woof us, for we con

A Teeling of golf-nity creans ovey v
thinlk off our childhocd only in teynms of our Frovn-up nhilosodhy,
Then we compere ouy preseit comlorts with whot Be once so sedly
facked, we wonder how wae pulled througsh, I our daye were now

g0 Leoking in wmaterizl thinrs oe they once were, wo leel thatl
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we couwld not live tonrough thewm, ALL of ug Forpet now full

£

thnose old drve werae end how Lithle time vas left to losment

our not belinpe cometning alge, sverybhning that we mat v

riengse snd bheill,

new and bhecore oy uvg & son

Gattineg in wood ov slovolor olys oy slowitg in the newpround

Aid tealke smome enargy ond muscenloyr phrescting bul ey

mndeiehed dn hobtvooen ohiew experiences thaet were end ora

nra noetyy, Trobsably o the ves Son govae neenle think ol

ehiildbood ae o oonrs delicht is boet, e g2 pron olde
L woven advag wesy ol Thinne, esoscially our hevdehiop e

enildren: we vaverihay only the rovientic avents Lhat we

e Nure
or the romsntic oheses of what must heve been shoeer drud eV
e hroken sxm, the stone-bruised foot, the sening Looth

now gaeew for popy end nerlectly harmiesy

oagivwes,  they srobably

did not hurt the bey ar mueh os they would have hurt = provn-un,

1

To bhe the envy of the neicnborhood for » few deve or m

weeks wos worth s D000 out of en opole free or & ognlitting

open of the Toaob with zn

There vead Lo he o soving, "Pooriy, tnenk the Lord)!

.

that vwes oscerined to old dorkies wian thev Jred shout their

Hegth, Gns old uneles sslo thet this wesnt hot ho

thenilul not to he sick: being noorly woe, relotively,

1 b

o bebter condition $en bheine sick dn had, Sut tnie e

nee desiper snd derkor mesrnlngs vihen one considers Dow oo

Little Llinnee, norticulear iy vnsn o hosolisl or o Lrrined

miree dg involved, may cdve the noorly one o e
course to discuss, avan to nougesting detodlea, 11 the

H

envied cones ond poins thest one hes wet ond cononered,



: e T o hove hes haen crestlvy
dignified in recent VESUE, vt the dngention of

et AT e F o am T e e ey g e [ENPN ™ ‘
marihlolete and wercurochroms, sven  the lungusese of the

caronic comolainers, whod

1 takaw on some

of the strenge dignity tnet ig ingeperehle Tron wmodern

Mhere cre acheg,

spoandicitis, musculor soranesg, 5

Leboo, Tou ses, mioc

indelinite cehes that no doctor ocon dic

borne by poovr noeple wono crmnot &l ford osnvtihive aore

.

expengive then potent wadicines ob o doller o hotile ow

pA

o tor five dollore, Heel Folke, the cwvistocrshs
e T - P T P e N e ey e o 4 T e vy LR Aoy - | R
G LT S OnolE SN0 i L TE s 0L My ol oTvin ey wordsg
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heve definite digsases: cutointoxic tion, sinuveitbis,
intercogte i arthritic, poernicious onemis, nd gorebr

s

Meningltis, hen o fellow crnnot ofTord sueh dlsewsoes,

thougl, there dg gti11 1left nie

SV O L

goon devdlon until ¢« olester 1g 4

Teebiloned worous slegter That ol vour

exin throuwsh tine hodv of the TDhing must heve beon orest

thives in thaeir dow, i orecalld Nevios worn one once until

the s VL ol e opuccession of perellel
mountain reoeres in Lilliosut. Alonr vboul lote winter, wuon

de thinnine with s¢ wrdoolk hife

one's bHlood noo

vers, oand turnin ereeng woule he the viost ¢ 7
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wish oy, one dees wal)l to escapae o ideavy thet only the

clester ocon rosc. A omustard plaster con bring sove b

oy rolief and olenty of heat, bul it cennot drew onele book

intoiso

soviy Little knots, AT

in severs cages, cen rolieve the
the "inperdeY to the Youbtordg,t Byt for gheey velial from

DOrOusE "

y

Some Fow peonlo heve Inlse)

Wi
=
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: aven

.
he

cherlevenoreas, the fevorite of othletesy, are thus newmed by

1

old-timers who heve not yel caupht up with the dictioncry.

Gther migeries are arthiritis or rheumetiz, Longy incetivihy

throngh the winter snd o heovy meat dict brings stronge

e
—

wes mometines,

thing the legs in some gtingine Lindoment

R

witn o nesty smell will pive one some exercise and verely
et the lop, Goreins cre gowetines productive ol migeries,
ghileh wonesy pocorvding ho the wentner, A penne knes o ankle
ig offten worth move then v neve-Toneled bevematber &8 &

oropitet of ohenoine maoitlbieor conditions, Fetures 11

ag 4oordiod vefore, it oveunld not he Jd1

oo ovenorel Lo bne smoolelty aoluommy off B

in anobhor vealk,



Sousre e Le
dren mecdt Fo®fe so Dirh tnet ony of could heliave
thot the cow reslly jumaed over the moon, 1 geb weteringes of

1

Vi of the dewve of the scusre wesl, sn ln-

the mouth

ig certainly l=sg cortion then it vsed Lo be,
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Just why ot wes celled sguare L odo not know, unless thot word
gipnifies gsomething well Filied out 1Iv all divections, if
one named it according to the way one looked and felt after an
encounter with a sguare mesal, the word round would be more

appropriate, But square it was called,and square it will
remain, wivh all ol its delightful associations.

Scientists talk about atrophy of certain organs,
that is, they grow weaker of sme ller through long veriods
of time, I fear our digestive trscts have weskened greatly
since the old dayé;when a gquare meal three times o day was
supposed to be the minimum of whot wap expected of any one vwho
wes up and about. If some of ug ware to indulge in such
an orgy ol esating as we wervs once uvsoed Lo, & helt dozen doctors

would nave to be collied in Lo save usg,. Waoen 1 thing of the

sebuel guantities thet L could hide dn = wvather len’y,
soutniul body alter pinwing =1L wmovning, L sobually wonder

-
]

i did not noes avoy An ey iy vouth, ik

bovs in tne btesyTol atories thelt we rend din those dave,

donen o fellow le genuninsly hun ry and bos uead up

shovt ¢ 1l Wiy store of eneryy, delnty Lhivgs sre entively outb

o

ol olioe, ey owill Ao owell enouch Tor s tos dngeold
course, bubt Tor the Liret Fow olnulos one mugt bove cornbreod,
hor's-Jowl, turnip preens, or gracn hesng, sasuorkinutb,

sith aientyr ol mecth, Aried pics, food og thoey are, halene

Letaer in the coursep prao
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durine the Lagt Tevw minctes ol oo - ugad ho he

rlad not o8 o food hub se o mesng Lo wosh doun the gguare

LG e

manl, A Jug or pltchoer of It Tresn Forom DYANE ouRe
ceyi nelin soms of femishing Teeling brawed by nitenhing ney
oy cutting tobsoco,
\""/' - .
Soguere meals are usually maede up of prub or vietuals,

N

It would he bhod manners to spealk of

g aunare i bhe prege

ancs of hove econonmics exmerhs, e purnose of & sguare vosl,

noo e htar whet gy e ourpose ol e lunchigon or & Ol

~

tes, de o to FTi1L, THLL to sstlelsetion, I it oen noeoome

chatnor 10 Le sltopether

¢ iencey A Ter thousend colories
Mmora or Lags mey veks 1L the divierence in tha world heloean

ove luncheson cnd snobiery the vora o loriss Line hetl
gne le trving do Fill ¢ weost and srofound pull engandeared

SR T
IO,
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carpentry of Other Yesrs

The buliding ol bhouvees g oot o fine wrt todedy

thet 1t Is hard to weelize how Ter ve heve come in & vary oy

TGS . 1t owes only thirty ov Torty vesrs apo thet pentiey

vorik weg done by locod men, vho knew the trade se o pert of thedix
pensre ] accomplisnments,.  lNearly every wmen knew enough 1o

nake horse trouche snd ehilcken coops and Lo roof Lhe heihouse

or the gltable or the harn, Hepeyw work, affter lop houses

cecsed to be, was likely te bhe done by some msn of the cowmmuni by

who knew o 1ittle more than the over tmea of the queerest-

lookinge hnousgep [ ever ecw was bullt hy its owner, howas o

~in hoxed bouge, with o flue snd the asuesl windows, Rut

ot

the flue wag decidedly out of wniunmb, and vo two cornevs
the nouge were pearallel, The roof of home-nude clapboanrds
Fent out tie rain cnd the sun and eerved Lite purpose guite oo
vell as thot of & more cdequete and oxpensive house wvould drve
done.

ey oweosls new Living have mede bosrds, end oo ogmall

‘@wu}nwon/.ﬂdllzm&ﬂ them snnue Ly, Aormnerly

R PSR §
(SR ARAEY N VIR VA |

ve only wind of vooling moteriel one yould

find in vemeote vlsces, thouph ehingles op o bodie of aristocrocy

came 1L eamly, o unusuel s o frow thet 1ox

gaen saverslt peonle sitop ob o sounbteln Qubin to view oo, o8 LEF
it nod pesn tihe ftool of & cove Nl Thers woo =

*

il boorde with & Trowy 1t tookr & knovwiledys of the Wind of

timber belve used end o defthasg of fthe wrl cnd hoend ftost only

nroctice gould bhring, To have meny screps vwnen meking bosrde
weg oocure gisn of bheine upelcilled, wometimes we smoothed
dovmy the hoprds wlith o drewing=%nile, so thet home-made

hoords, vith the ssp edpe reroved, often looked and wore like



Mo Ling the beards un g0 thev would

brought-on shing.
sesson and not warp wes ususlly sntrusted to toe smell boy,
who soon came Lo pride nimeell on his obility to meke the
nile stend until 2 hesvy welornt could be put ow it Lo
hold the bosrds gtraieht while they were drying.

eny srtlcles now boupght were bLhen wmade atl nome,

Mearly o111 houses had howe-msde "betien" doors, 1atu@r Nesvy,

hut strons end loshing. hven wee 2 Do ard Li vee nloned down
but strony g Lesting van waestherbonrding s plonad down
v hend, end btonruss and grooves were vinde opn ceiling and floors
b ] Ty bovruaszg and g v € (e ceiling and 1

ing planks by olenes especlally designed fer thig, Plenty of
floors =nd wentherhoarded welle lacked this extre touch, howavaer,

g often hesrd of and sgo enldowm seen, weve vrimltive

Tasteners, worked by ¢ leich-sivins thet, in the words of
hosnitelity, alwsyvs "hune on the outgide,? Doore plue wyare
foetened with buttons, home-made veoden ones thoet held the
doors quite as well ag gry modern locks. O owy lelt axe I
2011l bhear & geay from o wound L oiunflicted wpen tryving to trim
g button thet T hed elready noiled on end found too laric,

Vhien oan o old building ”c'ﬁ rcently torn dowvn, I selvoped

aowma of bthe old cul neils o8 souvenirs, i wae o bine

winen cul nalls could be bougnt in almost any coeuntyr store,
Lone eftary wire nedlle weres conmon, bhere vers #Liill keps of

for the old-timers, wio vere, of alwevs;, ofraid of

o
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=
o
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=
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=
-
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o

Lhinee. ih otook o kind of
naily voun olther drove it ox wou dldn'ty thare was no hell-way
driving,
Tt o (:3‘{"'}—{ 1 a] - 1 11 ¥ iy b e moy '{]\
Joigia are #1110 ugaed, ol course, LDUL LAY o038 ugDs 7
covarad un, so bthael nene of them Furnish now o oloce Lo nutb

1

of this poneration would belicve me

fiinme s AN T 2w

17 I wmentioned the cet hole, Tormerly cul in the door so thnt
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thet reminds me of

the cot covld come and go &1

the old Tellecw who cut sevearsl cst holew, eo thot vnen he

t5eat! and wmeesnt "Soet, ' the cets-could clecy outl wilhovt

el

woltinge thelr tourns &t the csthole,

veny old buoldings now heing torn dowvn had moritisaod

Joints: some pood-gizsd bulldines vere pul un vithnout snv nedils,

sve nave anonh roubad hthese

Ao

Hutn modery nadls ond gesred

go Lhel remnents of thess oldenr wovh

anorethlon .

sondars to thoe vonw




Chonging Stvylaes ol

How mpeh howuses havo

oux

outside, since tha

nresent

Amaricen home, oy 80

many nerhe of the state, Some of the

i bul the tvoicel ones wers

[

retentious,

hed heen arectod the Qiret hionme
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cpueas of thelr ebhility o stond

3(’) o (g

andurad dovn

LN -
i

relopetad Lo oo

cornerin, shoble,

frenats

reons sy in

Ioues 5
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crengad,
centbury bepsni

venldly hecoming &
ciroy common sone Qo

o

very slinole,

iinside

end

The old lop houso,
iost

Ly Yeol's g0

houges

\

wi Lde

bla ho daghros,

HIOGaTN

one ol wore

o n

pgu: Llo eivmie and unorat niiong, The of Jog housag
sere rencated aver snd over with the boxed houge: slwple
roor, roor and lesn-to, Two roons WILM 271 0D DESELELG, '
two storics 1n fromt and an 1 of one story, and S0 0n, BV ON
hefﬁrm tne boxed house hecume corinor in gome pleces,

. . ©

more nrogporous seovile o dneted

medae rignt

strnecture, Frow bricks o1l

gide for & ceneration ov buo atc

Hounes, ond the hreick nounea,

leet eaviy Houpe, o haot owes ond

hime, Lhnoneh sverv gonce

Trom o Lop
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Hlentation, Shde
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nuas cee ow the
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tealosl etreaet ol ¢ egmoll Lown ot o moms oge

gev be seen o111 the besoly cpd veliness of & doven slyles of

croiitactnre, eqoh of waten errried wito 14 e Diph dane du ite

:

aprliash deve, Aorecont Tire in ovwe homne tToon ravaesled ohnk

ey Do hed puessed: et tae cove of & lovee cod foenioneble

i t hovee waz o Llop cabin, coverasd deftly with wasbhay.
horoeding, ceiliag, end plister, de by gide sbond over-ore

nate Mid-Victorian wmenslon end wlire-modern bungo low, with

o ol Colonlal monsions oy now

s
£

renllices of then mry be Tlenlked by the alelnest cotbtepe or the

Mmodern houges, oLl windowg cnd pebleg, Aopnod muoeaum ol

Serller stvles of Mouseg beceme #handos

thit "o vooms dn Front end s bell heatwesn® wmernt sodeluing

o definitse sg could be neamed, Our modern Mouges heve

only one likeness, in thelr being hopelessdy indivicual,

To call & housa & bunpelow nerely

a pepsral ldesy

Delngts slckles cre notb nee Lows,

- . o O | LA, ey [N

b voot wove we i v oebinderdized in our lnericon
. e 4o : E e R P . : . i L
Lifa, we moetd Cdamit thet of the nwldine of sty lon of
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sy tiilng Lnoend dround aw

end te oo port of the seme otyle, Uraoients, poyohn furniture,

paden or Lgam furniture, Tl vy Lipntes, Londscanlue,

cnd gtieuhs hova s oot

the vapy iy

one could pive sn dmprossion ol 2 owholo wepe by nendog woot ons

C

wWould poes while folvs dnto the vewsd snd arlo the front door

.

o the houos, cna of ite

v
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o
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VILITIGROUE FUCCOOM0TS . atuetly corvect would

i S T SO S e e
£ dortunstaelyv, soms

owear, somatlivesg

the o il'l;icg U Hrv%:\ corta Lo o et Sneow &b
Lo Pykean, Iy o heovee Lo goonce éid nolt cove so

wcodtos iy, bulb I hewve hed Coarod dor old durnd

that wonld row bying o iy



Flover bheds of o oeonervotion oo roflect s owholao
ideas ol
civilisne tion, pomanoy we, witin slL o our 1“.1(55\.«'30:[‘/\&_:HJ.:':(;‘. BC6RE

cordenine, ceymoet exeel the peovle ho o
coing o he csllad e e
Let up cell ovar o old=feenioned {lovers,
yroageocliotion with old=fushioned peoala,
Jovcuile{es dadfodiles cye universslly celled in meny uorts
of the mtate), joponice, sstors, W =">D;i a8, Cchrysan
nollvhaocks, beebelor-bhuttons, regy ed roblin,---d0onti tues
yorvy viemes bhping e Tlovorn?® Avic in Tlowery sots or bube
or nuble Loxan or ceng wsre bheronles, cavonicme, fuchsics,
arulllon or Flowering e gErdy Lndng s prer in bhe yend,

ol winter: vucosi

stote), honoveueklas

of several 'tindg, calyvesnbthug, snowbwell, lilics, A ovolume of

good poetry could be wiltten chout wny one ol these old-

o N -

fasnioned fevorites, 1L only gome cone could be Found wio could

YHodnto words,
The vard Vences pcollect cnemnges in teaste, from the
simnla but slcturssgue »all sence pround the hovee in the

oleavin Lo the nighly ovnote lrvon plelot Tornce thet was the

the etyle of toe fomily sbe o ad up o Tew nobehns, 40N
coret e Lhne s el o Lo o poin Lot cocohoal

atp Just Shoul cooniotad the ccore, cxecept fox tovn Jlocen and
YLOY ATy CONRLITT avpap,  hac ot foene s Le 00 Gene
sdnono @ o bhie o on L oo v nerh
(::/szf o ol Tagy N P IO
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e to cdl ool us, vords Lot Ted cone
fron coroes tho sew cnd hed been Srovgmibhad ove s for pensy-
nhione,

erporhory

Mingwr churen nwveme, CLeil Yewr sonps, Love oo,

thelir voersions oi v oo ool ed "OLd

{

Rerwly, setriobie sones, oheael muric wes

reons, bt I oo nev Bhet o gome of thaein

to s in the  heebooods Tron EOUT 00,

challans ad her to hew A, thed
Woove cung enureh hoone Tron oaewory Tor brooow

nichts without sbhoo3ing. Lnoecdition ta the 13 old e,

vednt old hvim-hooke

uend to he tound in sin dne schnools (LD over the Doutn,

Yooopover of rine conn bell of the sucality of

Jenate beliod voloe, Loneve Nespd 1)L sorts of guear i

rilbhehions

1L sound

tatinong of

ing dn

by e

AUt Jeyiats voias e conle

most of the vnlces of ouw community vare

unmasion i avan in

Jroland will
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Some Gldar

e Post o kypows s lot obout ssnaers, but

o8 would he puzzled L0 ehia ovon inbo revnenbte of

P P U u [ R - R . < ey oy e
e, ciaowould prohobly o tndnl Lhem
hed menners, Juet op go nany nsonlo misintersra

in spoeech, Good menners ore cood menners still, however

wmuehn ounlh ol gdvie fhey vy aomeor, S Tee

et pond vyvamers crae noething wmore thon Xindwness dnteravelad

Ty ¢ oy ra e ey g o PEFRE TS ol gty g =y o TR PR E - S A S . HI. S -
DA sy Howmorde and pohe, Fobtniiy could nnve baon Windae

e bhe old shie ek Lo
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a1 mnow nul

I v vt v care Lol o wevinvae our heohn duet oan
neoentarad bha churehs doow, The aldsbimors o Wha eoimae ity
it oo dipridte Bhet §oconnot sogslblyopelie wow pos Uiz,

e oants o oan nahi R

the S Oarvpar ond vera gibbinas dorn, hevr oo o lhad ol

their oy be \hjl B rovarencs st Glendlte tosh o otere corth anly

hed derenod hon bo renova our hety cccording to the new sthy!
Tt none of us heve scouired any wore real manners than these
besrded patrizszchs showed at the Llittle country church,

¥hen the fireplace was the center of our little socis:
world, even the rudest children knew thatlt they chould ask To s

excuged when 1t seemed necesgsary Lo wellk between pecoanle and
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Almost & Pioneer

Mies Lucy Furmen, the femous Kentucky suthor, once
asked me whether i haed collected the folk experiences I
discuss in this column from my immediate ancestors. When
I told her thet all of them had happened to me, she could
hardly believe me. The same thing has happened over and
over again since 1 began these articles, Thie little essay
is to show the doubters that I heve lived through what would
ordinarily be called two or three generastions, even though
I am only middle-aged now,

The Jackson Purchase, where I was born and reared,
was opened for settlement in 1819, Muchg of it remained
in primitive w;lﬁnese down to my own time, Large arees had
been treeleaé:r;;'"barrene.“ After the whites settled
there and stopped the fires from burning off the preirie .
every Year, timber soon grew on the hills and flats, just as
it has slweys been found aldng water courses, When 1 was &
very small boy, some of the older people pointed out to me
the stumps of the first trees, trees that had been cut to
build a milldam across one of the small rivers, Wolves
occasional ly were reported in the Tennessee River bottoms
end were driven to the hills by high water, Wild turkeys
were fairly common in the Coalings, timbered areas that were
cut over periodically for wood to meke charcoal for an old-
fashioned "hillside% iron furnace. Wild turkeys sometimes
came by our home. On one occasion Mother got out the old
muzzle-loading shoigun, laid it across the yard fence, and
aimed at a wild turkey; not until af ter the hammer fell 4ig

she remember that there was no load in the gun,
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Primitive pioneers were quite common among the

population, I have never read of any kind of odd character
in history or fiction that 4id not have his match in our
section. The lank, lean, hungry-looking fishexrman and
trapper, fond of tqbaoco and corn liquor, was a type thet
would have felt atfhome in one of Cooper's novels., The gun-
man was not unknowﬁ, ragging from & dapper youngstsy with a
new pistol to a hardensd old-timer who mey have had & court
record, Covered wagons passed through the neighborhood,
going West, Ox-teams  were common, empecially in the
bottoms when logging was going on. Buck and Bawl, Tom and
Jerry, and other names for ox-teams were as ordinary as
the names of tractors or cars today.

Wasteful sxtravagance of natural resources was
the common thing. Enough valuable timber was wasted to
make the present owners rich, even 1f only the less
valuable lands had been left in timbsr, Hillsides that
never should have been clearsd soon washed into gullies,
the little streams filled up with sand and mud, making
hundreds of valuable farm iégg?worthlesa. The actual pionser
spirit was no worse there than elsewhers, but I could see the
whole process of wastefulness from the beginning. The tragic
thing about much of the Jackson Purchase lend is that
the sub-soil of sand and gravel needs the protection of
timber to keep the hills from crawling away,. The raising of
tobacco on fresh newground caused much of this erofffsion,
now 8o far advanced in nmany places, .In my boyhood I often
played in gullies, some of them big enough to bury a dozen

houses in., A few of the smaller ones have been stopped

by wise farming, especilally the yge of lespedesa, but
gome are too large for that sort of thing,.



The Folk Mind

I am eager to know the folk mind. This eagerness
is partly scholarly and partly gossipy. I wish to know
what and how the folk think so that I can judge people
easil& and justly. But even more than this desire to be
just is the desire to know for the sake of knowing, So much
has been written about folklore that is openly false that I
would like to be able to show its falsity and set some one
right. It is a fad in ouxr tims for many people to pretend
an interest in folk things, when in reality some of these
same people are ashamed of any folk connactions they may have.
No high and mighty attitude toward the folk will ever
accomplish anything except a widening of the gap between
classes., A Yeliaf that only the lowly and the ignorant are
of the folk_ia utterly falseg all of us, at some time or '
other, probably many timss a day, are dependent upon
the traditional as opposed to the scholarly or the scientific,
A pseudo~folklore is about as genuins as the'charitykmanifested
by people who go slumming in order to see how the other half
lives,

A very good experiment to try would be to put down
for a single dey one's impulses and decisions-that are
obviousiy prompted by tradition and not by any book
knowledge. Suppose that you cut your finger or get stugng
by a bee, Do you use the medicine that sclience recommends,
or do you fall back instinctively on what the neighborhood
used when you were younger? When some sudden trouble
comes into your life, do you use the fine philosophy that
you have built up, or do vou fEYX/¥A<K/Ff resort to the
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¢traditional comforts? When night comes on, be sure to _
renember that nothing:will bite you or snatch you away, that
night is just as safe as day. But you probably are still
consciously or unconsciously afraid of the dark and might be
made a little more sympathetic with the folk if you would
study folklore at night father than in broad daylight,

The mob spirit has been always known. Most
populer heroes have been able to control this spirit to their
own advantage, Not to do this has often meant defeat or
death, But the mob spirit in public affsirs is no more
Iv$fpowerful or more obvious than the folk spirit in milder
or calmer ways, Older than our oldest fashions in dress,
now long forgotten, are fashions in thought, Houses,
clothing, transportation, even spesch may change rapidly,
but folk attitudes are so much older than any style of
6lothing or transportation that theyfseem almost instinctive,
Who knows but that our folk attitudes are our most impressive
inheritance from an ege so far back that recorded history
knows nothing about it?

Christianity has now been the religion of a large
percentage of humanity for hundreds of years, But nearly
every person you zxé¢ know, in spite of his church membership
and his standing in his community, has folk beliefs that are
older than Christianity. Qur little suﬁerstitious obser-
vances go back, often, beyond civilization itself. Christianity
has adapted some of these observances to its own use and has
reinterpreted them, but there are many more that still exist
and influencs nearly every life, We were folk, pagen folk,
long befpre we became civilized or Christianized; hence we

show our origin much a8 & pig shows its origin. It seems

almost impossible to bresd out of us our basic folk feelings,
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Family Mannerisms

All of us are imitatore, conscious or unconscious,
Provably mos% of what we do is a direct imitation of something
we have observed in others. Long before we were old enough
to think about it, we had acquired the mennerisms of our
immediate family: bodily movements, speech, even philosophy.
So easy is it to fall into & family rut that only the very
brave ones, or very hard-headed ones, succeed in being
original. Most of the family ﬁ&nnerismq{ are,of course,
treditional and very old, Some of them are racial, others -
are tribal or clannish, still others are distinctly of one
family. Many of‘our ways of doing things are practically
community-wide in origing in this category are such things
a8 habits of eating, of meking excuses, of giving comfort
or condolence, In a stendsrdized society, such things become
nation-wide,

Did it eveér occur to you to compare your mannerisms
with those of others, celmly and sympetheticelly, 1 mean?
There are thousands of ways of doing thingss your way is 3ust
one,. How do you tie your shoes and which one first? How do
you dress or undress yourself? How do youﬂpeel an abple, e
peach, or an oramge? How do you express Jjoy, or sefisfaction,
or feer, or sorrow? There mey be some individuality in your
ways of doing thése, but the ppobabiity is that you follow
within bounds the ways of your immediete family. So perelstent
is this tendency to follow what was done in one's home that
it forms the greatest obstascle to the teacher of Englisgh in
breeking up undesireble lenguasge habite, Some time when you

really want to do something thet ie difficult, try doing every
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small act in a way diferent from what you ordinarily 7
do it, For exsmple, +tryimg shaving differently, using the
other hand, beginning in a different area, making a wry face
on the other side. Pyrobably this effort will put some
interest into some of the dull drudgery of every day, The
habit saves energy and time, but it salso becomes dreedfully
monotonous,

At variou@ times in my life I have watched the
"manners" of certain families, A Negro family of my ecquatince
had exquisite courtesy, as most Negroes do, Every one of
this femily bowed in exactly the same way, Spoke words of
"thank you" in the same way, even pulled off their hats
in the same way, I believed then and still believe thet I
could have recognized apy/member of this family anywhere in
the world by these distinctive little mannerisms, Another
family I know have very facile mouths, They cen twist
them into any shape and imitate any odd character of ﬁhe

neighborhood. When 1 have tried to do that, I have failedj

ny mouth somehow doe§$§zmknow the arts that have been dewve loped
in that family,

Long-continued ebsences from one's immediste family
may develop personal eccentricities, but it ie astonishing
how long we keep intact the litile ways we learned to do
things years ago. Recently I was building a play shack for
my boye. I needed several things that I have not seen made
in over thirty yearys; slmost instinctively I was able to
make them, even though my experience in carpentry has been
exceedingly limited all through life and especiglly since
my boyhood, Tt is literally true that you can take the boy

out of the country but cannot take the country out of the dboy,

What he leasrned then sticks as long as he lives,
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Washing Behind the Earxs

Dente pictured many pheses of punishment in his
INFERNO; I wonder whether his mother oxr big sister ever
washed behind his esars on Sunday morning. If he had suffered
some such torment, why dié he not put some of his worst
enemieg in & pit in the hereafter where ear-washing was
forever going on? Probably Dante himself was too humane
to subject eny one to this sort of misery all through eternity,
Society had decreed that & boy must be clean when
he presented himself at Sunday School. If left to himself,
he would have scrubbed a place on the front of his head
but never where he could not see, just as he blacked the
toes or even the sides of his shoes., But Mother or Big
Sister came into the picture and did her part of keeping
the family name and the family ears clean, Though it was &
long time ago, I can still feel the agony of haeving a weekiw
accumuletion of dirt being removed by pressure, My sister
got as & washrag the cuff of a sleeve or leg of winter
underwear, ridged just to scrape skin and dirt off together,
Somehow she slweys rubbed me the wrong way, both physically
and mentally, I let out such squaewks a8 I now bitterly
condemn in my son when he is enduring & similsry agony.
But & few minutes later at Sunday School I woulé know the
wisest man, the strongest man, who built the ark, and
all the rest of the questions without a trace of the agony
I had gone through, Prohably the regson I always listened
when the preacher told of the indefinite extension of pain

in the hereafter was the experience I had just gone through.

I certainly did not want to take any chances on having some
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such torment for & million yvears at a stretch.

Now washing one's feet was almost pure fun, at
least in the way that 1 weshed mine, I cannot recall having
been small enough to have them washed by eny one else, Ve
had, as 8ll good homes had in those days, & little wooden
“tub that seemed especially designed for foot-washing. It
had been the container of mackerel, o strong sort of dish the ¢
my father and other men of the neighborhood liked. The tub
fit our feet perfectly and held the requisite amouni of water,
I amt?raid, looking back a third of & century at the whole
thing, that we merely.soaked our feet & few minutes and
rubbed off some of the outer layers of dirt on'a meslseck
towel, Anyway, we could do our own washing and could hop
into bed without any further inspection. To have washed
one's feet gave a feeling of selfp-rightecusness that I some-
how never feel now; there were said to be bad boys who
actually went to bed with dirty feet that had waded dust
or mud all day.

The only other agony that I cen recall that
somewhat approximsted washing behind the ears was having
the finger nails cut, Sister was the inguisitor in this
agony, to00, She seized & small pair of scissors that
Father had used in his esrlier deys a8 & surgeon and had
discarded; she pressed down the cormers of the flesh and
made me feel like St. Lewrence, I am sure, He was the paint
who was flayed alive, I believe, I fully expected to
die from nail-cutting and probably hoped I would and thus
wring my sister's heart for her torture; but I escaped, a8

youngsters still escepe, and wonder todey why it was such

an agony. Dirty clawe and still dirtier ears were lots of
fun when nobody interfered,
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Stick Horses

A few days ago I was slitting in a parked car
on & fashionable street waiting for a friend, While I was
pondering on how rapidly things have changed within the last
few decadés, two small children came riding by on stick
horses, I was rudely shaken from my dreem of old times,
for those two youngsters showed that things are not so
different after all, Automobiles have beomme as comnmon as
farm wagons used to be; ameroplanes pass over without causing
us to look up from our work or our play, but the discredited
horsey bereft of the glory that was once his OWn,‘lingerB on
in play horses, a species of poetic justice that egl rarely
equalﬁ;k\

In old Fidelity neighborhood we had stick horses
galore, Tobacco sticks make the best ones, for they are
usually of hickory and can stand rough treatment, At one
time the little girl who played with me decided that we
should have a livery stable for our various horses, We
took some limbs and converted a stump into a stable that
any youngster'might have been proud of, Bach horse in our
stable had to be taken out and put through his paces; each
one had a decided personality. Dainty broomstick horses
had gaits that suited their fine polish and bright colors,
Tobacco-stick horses could Jump and gallop and run, like
half -tamed animals. Some times we bgzggé’axtached to & mere
crooked limb that became for us a steed of many geits,

A little childish imagination was all that was necessary
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to transform s few unsightly sticks into & stock farm with
o prize-winners,

” When we went to drive up the cows or to run other
errands, we rode our horséé, We ran races down the paths or
dusty roadsi our nags shied at imaginery goblins and often
threw y;srather violently in the dust or grass, Even big
boys sometimes joined us and helped us break in especially
wild horses, Probably the best part of it all was to get
two big boys to stage a horse race, It took an enormous
amount of urging by Ygiddaps" and switches to get the winner
across the line, Sometimes the jockey was so used up that
his tongue would be falirly hanging out of his mouth when the
race was over, As is too true in actual races attended by
grown-up children, we sometimes had an infrﬁngement of the
rules and & fight or stiff quazrel as a result,

Through the years we became quite attached to the
Bticks thsat we had endowed with life. We rode someé of
them Bo long that we ground off several inches of them against
the ssnd end gravel. For whole weeks and months these inemimate

sticks had all the elements of romance, e romance that somehow

does not enf#ely disappear with the years,
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Grapevines

There is enough lore about any common object to
justify a whole book, an interesting one at that, One such
book could be wripten about grapevines, Here are some sug-
gestions for s;é&&ghbook, whoever wants to attempt d;gs

When I speak of grapevines, I mean wild ones, of
course, In the early days of Kentucky_there were grapevines
in a1l the woods and along all the fence rows. In spite of
man's efforts to destroy nature, there are still many grapevinss,
though I fear they are not so well known &8s formerly. Natural-
1y, grapevines suggest grapes and going grape hunting in the
late summer and in the fall, Some grapes that grow wild in
the state are good bvefore frost, but the typical *possun grapes
need thé tang of frost to sweeten some of their acrid sourness,
Such wild cpflusters of vines as we used to climb among |
to harvest grapes! And such fine jelly was made from these
rather unpromising-looking little grapes! Some people made
& kind of wine from them that had & rather sour taste and a
wildness that my palate could never exactly like,

The long grapevine has other uses, among them that
of furnishing a rope for school play. We got smaller vines
for individual ropes and could perform feats that now are
done with actual ropes, The big fun was to get a long
vine for general playing and skipping, With two deft omes
to throw it, usually boys or girls that were not especielly
adept at jumping, the rest of us went through et} the various
steps and jumps, with all the thrill attached to the daring
young man on the flying trapeze, We called the enfering

the swinging repe by facing it as it came towerd us "going in
at the front door"; the reverse was the "back door," of
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course, and was supposed to be more difficult, Oour term for

-, hesiteting to enter was called "“catching flies," as the

delaying boy or girl would move the head in rhythm with the
“gra@evine a8 it came over, Some less skilled ones would
get e resounding whack on the head as they miscalculated the
speed of the vine end ran in at the wrong itime, Mischievous
rope-throwers often csused trouble by meking the rope go too
fast or by elevating it above one's ordinaery jumping level,
When we hed become quite proficlent in our jumping, we could
Juwp on all fours or oould keep up a steady rapid jumping for
whole ninutes, Sometimes several would jump et the same time,
though our usual way was to run in at an angle and jump once,
followed at each turn by some one else,
In the woods were long grapevines that hung at such
angles that they formed natursl swings. Fortunately some
of these were nearly slways nesr a school or pinnicking place,
Many & boy got gallant and swung his girl in such e ¥ swing,
so that the poets could sing about the romance of it all,
Grapevines when dried made fine cigars, even though
they bit the tongue rather horridly. Though & bugegy whip
handle tasted better as & "smoke," it showed more vigor to
use 8 grapevine and endure the hardship,
And, finally, the sap of grapevines is said to
ha&e merve lous powers to grow whiskers and mustaches,
You gft out to the woods and cut & gesh in the vine when sap
is rising and then rub this sticky stuff on your lip eand c¢hin
when nature is delaying a bit the adornment of your face with
a grown-man's beard, One man 1 knew swore that his

mistache was of an entirely different tint of red from his

n
chin wiskers because he had used grapevine juice on the
former but not on the latter,
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Slickers

Not many will recognize the title of today's
essay as applying to anything to eat, More refined people
celled them, even in my time and plsoce, dumplings. If 1 can
keep my mouth from watering for & while, I want to talk about
them, call them whatever you desire,

F#ied ochicken is good, baked chicken with dressing
is one of our standard foods, but stewed chicken with dump-
lings is, to my way of thinking, the best of the whole lot,
Since it is nearly impossible to eat such things without
making noises that are now forbidden in civilized society,
one seldom sees this o0ld delicacy. Again I do not know how
to coolk them, except to say that the bony parts of the
frying~sized chicken are stewed in some salted water; and
strips or gobs of ordinary bread dough are added to the water
at the appropriate time, so that the whole concoction pgets
donse égﬁingggggléimez What Mre. Post would do with such
& mess it is wild to esurmisey I know how to tackle it; though,
with or without manners, Get & spoon and a fork and wade
iny use your fingers freelyy maske ap many noises as you
rlease; pile your bones on a plate or the edge of your bowl,
That is sufficient, but what e thrill awaits one who has never
tried slickers!

Pjease do not mistake this for chicken pie, That is
well enough in its place, but it is a refined dish, capable of
being served as food, with napkins and taeble manners,

Chicken pie is haked; slickers are stewed. Some people
regard them as food for semi-invalids, but a full-grown msn

with an sppptite equally grown has found them in recent months
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as fgL good as they were when he was a small child,

Chicken soup or squirrel soup mey be invelid
food. The only objection I used to have to this kind of
food was its watery nature; it seemed a bit too thin to
maintain life, It is true that after a few hard chills and
the accompenying fever even this watery stuff tasted pretty
good,. But for & well persony good old chicken and dumplingsf
The next time you hear the old hallad that has been revived,
"She®ll Be Comin' *Round the Mountein," make a resoluticn
to taste chicken and dumplings before you sing it againg
then you will know how welcome she was, whoever she may have

been,
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Shortening Bread

The recent popularity of "Shortenin' Bresd" as e
song has made many of us old~timers think back to actual
days of shortening bread and all of its relatives, Since
"peker's bread" has become a standard thing on thousands of
tables, it seems possible that some of the arts of breadé
meking mey ve lost, Profegsionals make eur bread today
for millions of people; probebly half of our women could not
make any kind of bread, such as we formerly ate as & matter
HISf course, thinking little of the great art involved in
bread-ﬁaking.

Corn meal has given us many forms of bread: plein
hoeceke, egg bread, muffins, johnny cake, crackling bread,
and even corn lightbread, As I am not & cook, please
do not expect me to furnish recipes for all of these; my

o
contact with them has been as cénsumer, sometimes a

N
pretty active consumer, Fach type is good in its place.
Plain hoecsake is good with turnip greens and mekes fine
egting when it is cut into V-shaped pleces and served in
a bowl of pdtlicker. Corn dodgers are the easiest and
simplest of all and are hard to beat when cooked propyerly.
Some of the best I have ever esten were cooked by men on
camping trips on at a cook shack when the thresher ceme,
Corn dodgers are eminently food for he-men; I cen hardly
think of a dainty lady munching one, Crackling bread

is by meny regarded as the best of the Bpecies, Young

people, borm an age too late to know crackling bresd as it
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was made on the farm, have learned its tastiness from revivals
of its making by people who have not lost the art, One such
youngster, in the asge when most of her generation like

cake and candy, declared to me that she liked better than

any pastry oxr confection good old crackling bread,

I must confess that I never actually ate any johnny
cake, though 1 heard of it often, Neither did I ever sse
a hoecake cooked on & hoe, tempting as such & thing must be
to the taste and Yo one's poetic imagination, But(éverything
from the step stove or even the oven before the fir;pl&ce
to the modern electric stove has contributed to my
knowledge of cornbread in its many forms,

When we used to have guarterly meetings or political
rallies or Fourth of July picniocs, we always had an abundaﬁce
of home-made lightbread, Though salt-rising bread ae it is
s0ld at the stores is good--in fact, 2ll bread is good--it
lacks something of the fleavor of the home-made kind, No
spécies of commercial yea§£ brings the taste that home-wade
kinds used to give, Some of the women of Fidelity could
meke salt-rising corn lightbread, a delicacy 1 have not tes ted
in many years, I recall that it was regerded as something
very unusual and not often appearsd at the dinner on the
ground,

All of these things are or were digestible, Ve
also had othér species that were not. Many people I once
knew fried plain dough in grease just as doughmuis, "fried cakes,"
were cooked, We boys tried the efficacy of our digestive
system by gorging quantities of thesej I suspect that is one
reason why I took seriously the preacher's picture of the

plece where fire is not gquenched and the worm dieth not,
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In Praise of the Cow

Our modern farm management may have degraded the
horse from its former position, but it has given additional
honor to the cow. Milk has comef to be one of the
necessities of our time, in city as well as in country.

Cows have had some place in pqetry and other literature,
but they deserve some more attention for the part they have
pleyed in building up our civilization,

I will leave to others the cow on the dairy farm,
where old Bossy is made to fit into a scheme of specialized
farming; I want to talk about the cow on the farm, where
all sorts of occupations have sway. From the earliest
settled abodes of man the cow has been a valued animal,
contributing to the 11{% and happiness of savage and
barbarian and ci%ilized man, After the days of pioneering
in any part of Americe the sure sign of permanence was the
arrival of the cow; then there would be a continuous supply
of food, a care for the cow and her calves, e building up of
& livestock industry that betokeded permanence of life
and food supply.

. Some one ought to collect the names of cows in
Kentucky. Each one would feveal gome treditionsl or
neighborhood way of deing things, some bias that shows

recial origin or cultural baockground, Cows, like the old
family nags, soon are called "old," regardless of their sge.
After a few years they seem to have been a part of the farm
life since time immemorial, Succesgive calves often bore the
names of their mothers, long before there was any effort to

establish proper ancestry for cows as well as for people,
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When the uncultivated areas were still unfenced,
it was a great sight to see the cows of a whole neighborhood
wandering in their unlimited pasture. Only recently I
had to slow down my car in some mountain counties td
keep from hitting some cows on the range. To keep up with
Bossy, we put{a bell on her, a practice that may stillE;bserveJ;
even when the cow runs on the owner's pasture, The notes of
the various bells have been celebrated over and over, but
not toc much for me, I cannot help regretting somehow
that I seldom see cows roving around as in oldexr times,

Milking time had its unpleasant features, especially
in fly time and also in severe winter, But in fly time we
could build smudge fires of chips and helyp allay some of
the agony of o0ld Bossy while Big Sister or Mother milked her,
Then there was the calf to rope off, a job that Dr. Gunsaulus,
#Af# president of ak great art institute, once declared was
not only the essence of poetry but also the very making of a
boy. He even went so far as to say that every boy needed
the thrill of roping off & calf and that it ought to be made
possible for every boy to do so. That may be going a little
too far, but it was great sport anywsy.

The cow as a domestic institution is here to shay
for a long time, let us hope, even though as the years pass,
it mey be more and more common for the cow to be concentrated
on & few areas rather than a part of every hone, But the
poatic cows were those that were almost a part of the house-
hold, like the cow in Burns's "Cotter's Saturday Night,"

which was chewing her cud beyond the partition separating
the kitchen and her stall.
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Itching
If there are any fastidious gdeaders of this

column, they had better not read today's contribution,

As I am a man, I was once a boy. The natural state of a

t st
:as Huckleberry Finn found himself itching

in eleven places when he was trying to lie still and make

boy is itehing,

no nokse,. Mpthers and other pollite people have long ago
thrown the weight of their influence against itching and its
corollary, scratching; but they have not stopped the
source of the trouble, Until they do, the very repulsive
habit of scratching will continue, under cover most of
the time but publicly if necessary.

BEvery season hes its own particular itoching.
In winter we once had a tough time of it with our jeans
pants and home-knit yarn stockings, At night when we
pulled off our stockings, it was necessary to clawf a bit
for relief that was not always possible in the day. In the
spring and summeyry nature helps out in this itching, Ticks,
chiggers, gnats, m&éﬁﬂ{%bés, and such like vermin seem to
have been created Jjust to add zest to secrateching, Rather |
oddly, one is not ashamed to scratch his itchy places when
he is on & fashionable camp or piecnicy in fact, it is a
merX of having a good time to collect enough bumps to
warrant some scratchin%;nd some merthiotate or mercurg-
chrome, Blackberry-picking time seems to have been
foreordained as the time to collect chiggers and seed ticks.
Had it not been for fried-meat grease, some of us might
have been devoured bodily by vermin when we used to pick

Mperries. Driving home the cows was & good occupation

o
=

.

I
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to follow if one wished to get his share of ohiggers, I;

did not know it then, but these same chiggers had probably
multiplied on the cows and had been rubbed off on the weeds,
My bare legs and feet formed a fine landing place for them,

Somehow nothing itches so much or warrants so
much scratching as nettles, either the ordinary horse
nettles of sour soils or others tha£ grogj?h deep woods,

Ag a boy I often ran into a patch of the latter ones and
had whelks as big as nickels pll over my bare legs. One
time 1 feared that my running into nettles was & species

of special punishments some of the bad boys after Sunday
Jchool decided to go in'a-washing in the creek:; I knew that
I might get orosswise with parental authority if I did; I
tagged along to watch the other boys and ran into some
stinging nettles. I cannot recall) now whether my legs of
my conscience hurt most,

And here is the most unfastidious part of my
subject, the disease called itch, or, in the vernacular,
"agtch," Plenty of fine people, with the proper amount
of illustrious ancestry, have heen through & siege of
iteh, In the very hard winter of 1917-31918, when
water pipes were frozen in many houses of the towns and
cities, itch broke out in some of the best circles, It
very forcibly reminded us that it is only a step backwards
to the time when sanitary conditions were so primitive thst
such diseases were common,

Talking about such a subject has psychological
effecots, If you have read thus far, you can stop

while I look in all dirsections to see whether the cosst is

oclear and use my finger nails for purposes that they have
never forgotten, (



Boile, Cerbuncles, and Risings

The summer of 1938 has seen a great ocutcropping
of carbuncles, Many of my acqueintances who are middle-aged
have suffered some gevere pains from carbuncles, and one, ab
least, has died from the dfddeffects, I have gone thrgggh
the agony of having & crop of the pesky things myseif andiabout
ready to start trying the thousand an@%ne remedies that N
have been offered me, The standard‘;ne, of course, is
nine buckshot, taken one a day, I have not tried this
remedys probably that is the reason I am still in_misery.
$ome of those who have prescribed this remedy have felt p
bit hurt that I did not forthwith subject myself to the
danger of lead poitoning. Rather oddly, the doctors have
seemed a bit anticuated and have not aaid that any certain
thing would put to rout these hateful sores, I have
been civilized,and therefore hopeless as o folklorist, by
following the dector's advice in detail, But I can still
imagine how easy it would be to swallow buckshot or enything
elge when the pain was at ite worst,

Sores of all sorts ally us with Job and Lazarus,
I have found nyself considerably more kind in my attitude
toward the paiient Job than I was when nothing hurt me.
Probably I would have taken Mrs, Job's advice and said some
naughty things if I had had a crop of boils equal to his.
High end mighty people, who vejoice a bit too much in their
buoyant health, need the chastening of a few boils to bring
them down to the 1e€é of common suffering humanity.

How proud we used to be of sores thst we would now
be dreadfﬁlly afraid of! You gee, there was distinction in

being able to bear pain withoutfﬁaking too much fuss sbout it,
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just as a boy who got a licking at school proudly showed the
bloody stripés to the other fellows in the woods after school,
A boy with a toe tied up in a dirty rag is among the most
errogant of the people whom I have Xnown. He is ususlly
outdistanced by the fellow(who has an arm in a sling, This
¢

arregance is nature's way of balaq@ng things for s c¢hap when

WA,
he is hardly able to hold his WoR among the rough boys. . Toe-

nails stumped off used to provide plenty of envious discussion

of the paines we had endured bravely, even though we knew that
we cried like very small babies when it happened.

Athlete's foot and kindred silments get a lot of
attention in the newspapers snd magazines nNow., One would
think that athlete's foot kills more than tuberculosis
and pneumonis combined, The best I can figure it out,
we used to have it all the time, that or hookworm. Ve
called it toe-itch{eetch} and cured it by tying a yarn string
around the affected toe. Sometimes we put something on
the string, I think, but the string itself did the work,

I am sure.

When dentists were rare, and when the forceps that
extracted teeth sometimes left roots in the jawbone, gumboils
were nuch commoner than they are now, "gumbiles" for some
of the old-timers. Not to have one was to be immature, Jjust
a5 it was a sign of immaturity not to have a wisdom tooth,

Boils are bad medicine for oldsters, but boys
thrive, or thrived, on them, I suppose the mental uplift
the fellows got from being eso envied counteracted the poison
from the sores; middle-zged and older people somehow cannot
get the same thrill out of a sore that boys Felt and still

g~
feel, Probably some of you will read this and, go to the

medicine shelf for some dope for tetter or some other skin
defect, already allying yourselves with Job and lazarus.

e
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The Bucket and the Dipper /’

Science has made meny strides forward since fhe
days when some of us were young. Germs were unhe%;éiéf;

I have heard people say, still later, that such things @iddo
not exist, becavse they cannot be seen, The schoolhouse
bucket and dipper existed in the pre-germ days, 0f course,
epidemics of sour mouth and similar diseases Jjust camej the
dipper had nothing to do with that.

Now in their time the two partners in what the
modern medicine men would have us think was bleck crime hed
some siyle, There were buckets and buckets, Jjust as there
were dippers and dippers, Each one represented a social
order, with the poor old tiqﬁ bucket and dipper st the
hottom of the scale, Tin dippers had & way of springing
a leak, unless the makers of them deliberately left & hole.
The almost universal presence of this hole in the tin dipper
ieads me to think that it was placed there intentionally, or
at least that the dipper had a weak spot that would soon
develop this mark of the genuine article, Cedar buckets
could have their tin dippers, too, but style decreed that
something finer should grace the better bucket. Poreceleain
ware, under different names, branded the household as
something above the ordinary, Jjust as the dipper of the tin
meke was shead of the homely gourd. Some stylish families
had glass dippers and rather rejoiced in the fact. I can
recall how proudly some of our neighbors always brought =a
glass dipper to Sunday School to dip up water from the spring

and how many people wanted to drink from that stylish container,
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Many of us old fellows with false teeth and bifocal
glasses remember the thrill of passing around the bucket of
water at school. At my particular school the cistern was
rarely in commissions hence it was necessary to send two
boys to a village & quarter of a mile away, where there
was o strange institqﬁion, & public cistern. The boys would
cut & pole to carryﬁ%he bucket on and set out, glad to
migs classes, Wﬁ:n they got back with itne water that
had not been spilled out, they passed it down the aisles,
with the leaky tin dipper doing its work, Sometimes on a
hot summer day the water was exhausted long before the
lest child was reached, Then two other boys were dispatched
for another bucket, I might mention grease and crumbsg
thet accumulaied in the bucket, but I amifraid I might
nauseate some regpectable reasders of this column,

When water was plentiful, the bucket or buckets
sat in the rear of the school building and were constantly
visited by thirsty children, who found thus & way to
be moving without provoking punishment, Little.fellows
could not he tauph%ﬁﬁz lean over the bucket Whl%fkfheﬂu
were drinking. Some little reprobates would i%avém;hatever
water was left in the leaky dipper, what had not leaked out
while they were drinking.,

That we are alive and well is remarkable, Prohably
we were and are tougher than we like to admit, If germs
could have killed us, they would have done so in the days

of the tin bucket and the leaky dipper.
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Some Miscellaneous Furniture

Ivery house has or had the stendard hits of
furniture, even though the number pfof pieces may have been
reduced to the minimum, Beds, tables, chairs, stoves, cooking
ntensils-~these were almost as low as one could go. In
more stylish old-fashioned houses there may be an unlimited
number of things that c¢lutter up spece and make & big display
when an au%tion becomes necessary. It is this assortment of
extra furniture thst I somehow like to contemplate, People
who have never lived in & home that was quite limited in
money for furniture can hardly reslize the thrill of
making some luxury for the home,

3ettees could be bought if one had the money.

Fair ones could be made from the headbosrd and footboard of
o discarded bed, The proper place for this home-made

gofa or settee is the front porch, provided there is one.

I have vigited in many a home that had such a piece of
furniture, often a rather creditable bit of workmanship,

The hammock suggests leisure, a thing that summer
country life seldom had, "Boughten" hammocks cost too much,
But fine results can be achieved with & few strands of wire
and some barrel staves. Light-weight people can vrepose with
impunity in these, but I have always feared thewm for myself.

When families were large, chairs sometimes
were hardly plentiful enough for the living room and the
diningéroom-kitchen. Hence the head of the household
made or had made a bench for the side of the table nemxt to
the wall, where the boys would sit. I have eaten many a
square mesal while sitting on a bench and somehow miss seeing

one when I am visiting in & good~-sized family.
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One thing that ought to have got into poetry is
the padded bx ck that holds bhack the doors. I have seen
gome of the best handwork done onyfhe covers for these
bricks, chain and briar stitching in bright colors, just
like the silk, émbroiz‘eered ¥ quilt on the bed in the front
TOOM, Some one who is fond of collecting ought to
collect these bricks and their coverings, as a sort of lesson
in how rural artistry can make a thing of beauty out of
a very unpromising and prosaie brick.

The wholdéatber of extra furniture illustrates how
necessity can turn to its own uses things thﬁt otherwise would
be ugly, Nogﬁearly enough hes been said of the simple
but persistent artistry of the simple people, people who
would never guess that they had artistic souls that expressed
themselves in these little bits of extra fufniture,
made right in the home, with no thought of itheir being

important in the history of art.



Doodads sand Thingumbobs f??

I hardly know how to classify the things I want
to talk about today; hence the rather general title. Every
boy knew and knows how to make things with his knife, Some
of these have definite names; others are nameless, Livery
season brings something worth while in whittling or carving,

In the spring whistles are very much in vogue.
As simple a thing 28 & whistle requires a2 bit of art, There
are two maein kinds: those made from papsw and those from
nickory. It takes some woodlore for one to know Jjust when
the bark will come loose essiest from the wood. 1 have seen
awkward boys and men try to make s whistle at-thewronsg-ecnd
ﬂ@—#hﬁ—%&m%‘&ﬂﬁ*tﬂgg split the bark in trying to peel it off
the big end of the limb.,

Flutter mills or water mills are distinctly a
thing of fall in my 1life, but tney can be made at any
tine, It requires a Jjoint of cornstalk with the hard
outside peeled off. These same stiff peelings are then
converted into peddles and inserted into the soft pith or
pulp of the cornstalk, Two small forked limbg stuck in
the mud on opposite sides of the small stream sre all that
will be needed to make & real water mill, Marjorie Kinnan
Rawlings, in her recent popular novel THE YEARLING, has rightly
made much of a water mill, 2 sure badge of inWentive, playful
bovhood.

In summer try your skill at making a punpkin
pipe or whistle, Cut e pumpkin leaf, with its hollow stalk,
Cut away the leaf proper and split a long place in the
stem nesr the top. This, when it becomes slightly wilted,

mekes a good ¥ vibrator. The mugic can be regulated by
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cutting off the stem, Skillful boys can make three stems
that will sound & chord of nusic, By catching the sound
in the hands, one can imitzte, more or less acourately, all
gorts of owls, wildcats, crows, and such like. Incidentally
he can run some of the neighbors crazy.

The cornstalk fiddle, though not listed by the

great mokers of musical instruments, is a time-honored

device in our state for producing sound. Cut a joint of
cornstalk that has a deep fluting on one side. A thin
slice through each side of the fluting will form the strings,
which are held up by a small stick inserted beneasth themn,

A similar stelk can be called & bow; then the socunds start
when the two are ﬁﬁbbed together.

Watermelon rinds are fine things to carve, particularly
when one has eaten down as far as the red goes, It takes
real skill to carve a watermelon-rind chain, with links that
will hold, Try it some time.

Incidentally it is a form of skill to peel an apple
in one peeling,and, of course, it is good Xdhluck to keep
it intact while you whirl it around your head three times and
cast it behind you,where it mskes the first letter of your
true-love's name,

Long before manudd training had s neme, whittlers
and carvers were making these time-honored Llittle things,
That some of this seeming waste of time had good resultis
is evident in many of our ordinary homes, where there are
evidences of genuine woodwork that would do credit to any
of the artistic nations of Burope and would command

the atiention of scholars if they were only located across

the ocean in anothexr country,.

\’\Ol



Flowers in Cans

Flowers grow well for regular florists, who have
all the knowledge and skill of thelr professionj they sometimes
grow equally well in the remotest sections of our country,
where no book knowledge is available to aid the growers.
Particularly have I enjoyed throughout my life the flowers
in cans snd buckets that grace so many humble hones, Flower
pots often are quite cheap, but even the pittance to be paid
for them 1s more than some homes have, Not daunted by
noverty, however, the women and children, rarely the nmen,
save the broken pots and pans and hnave containers for flowers
anyway e Neighbors divide théir stock of flowers, and thus
in s single humble home there may be a large assortment of
begonies, lantanas, geraniums, and other favorites. Garden
flowers of similar tastes are everywhere, growing as
luxuriantly as they could or would in a greenhouse or an
arboretum.,

Across the years come memories of the flowers in
cans., How skillfully many people can raise plants from
cuttings! How eagerly they save from one year to another
their stock of sexzds or plantsi Many a small house
is not too small to keep alive through the winter a few stocks
that will be treasures of beauty the next year. Bven humble
homes sometimes have a flower pit, where with & little trouble
potted plants can be kept from fall till spring. I have helped
dig flower pits anggave kept ny own flowers thus for years
at a time, Pits do not need to be elaborate, either, for
8 door made of brown dometic saturated in linseed oil will

serve for & glass window quite well, as I know {rom experience,
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Some planks for a roof and an old quilt or blanket for ssvere
weather are sbout all that is necessary to furnish such a
pit, If the door is made Yo slant toward the south, winter
sunshine can do its bart to help in the process of saving
a bit of flower beauty and wealth from year to yesr.

fggomehow I seldom see now the flower stands that
uged to he common, a sort of stairstep affair, where the
cang and pots were arranged sccording to height, Some mar-
veleus effects were secured thus, with the smallest investment.f

In any evaluation of our sartistic, aesthetic 1life

this impulse to create beauty for the humble home should not
be neglected, 50 much is mede of the artistic life of
other lands and times that I wish some ope would "stand up
in meetin'" and say a few good words for the artistry of
much of our own humdrum life, an artistry that has had to
live under the buffets of mistaken zealofs, many of whom
regard beauty in any form as dangerous, I have heard
fearful things said about people who sought to satisfy their
souls' longing for beauty. One of the greatest aitists I
ever knew was punished as a child for drawing pictures.
Worgk- still, he was prayed for publicly for thus giving his
talents to the devil. In spite of these handicaps he is
today a great man in his profession and is honored by the
very people who once stood in his way. In much the same
wey the creators of beauty, even by planting flowers in tin
cans, are slowly being recognized for what they are worth %o

a world that needs beauty and harmony and satisfying sesthetic

life,



Folk TFears

Some weeks ago a8 I was sitting in the outer office
of a physician, I listened to the conversation going on around
me, One elderly, rather garrulous person was asking various
people in the office what ailed them. One sad-faced woman
spid she was suffering from rheumatism, The old gentleman
who had asked her,within five minutes, while talking to
some one else, in the same loud tone, said, "There ain't
no cure for cancer and rheumatism," That reminded me
of many of the folk fears that are still to be found. No
wonder all sorts of folk remeties are applied, in a seri—of
vain hope that something will turn the trick. The ides of
cause and effect is not very obvious in many minds, Disease
just comes, aznd some of it is incurable, just as a tree struck
by lightning blights everything made of it, and a fire so
started cannot be put out with water.

People who live in good houses and have a respectable
income often forget how much a creature of fear their more
“humble brother may he. Fﬁrst of all, there is the law,
which many a man fesars worse than death, Some people are
thrown into a positive panic when a legal request of some
sort is presented them, just as many Negroes fear that there
is some trick in =a check. Fear of the dark I have already
discussed in this co%lumn, but much else could be said for
what ik causes people to think/ and do, One of the
worst fears concerns itself with what is strange and
new, The old-fashioned steam engines were such fearful
things that some people are still afraid of anything that

resembles an engine, I know plenty of people who are a bit
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excited and puxzled when they talk over a telephone.

The old gentleman in the doctox's office voiced a
fear that is found everywhere, | In spite of the pgreat
advances that have been recently made in the world of
medicine, many = person still fears thet mehy—ef the diseases
(%Eét the educated wr4d know cen be cured are hopeless.

I cen recsll when tuberculosis was looked upon as o curse
that could not be evoided, I believe that meny = person
whom I knew would have been living today if he had not
become a victim of fear, Rneumaiism, that curse of the
days of bad tonsils end infected teeth, held terrors for
many people and still does, The ides of germs is
gradually making itself understood, but the chemistiry
behind rheumatism puzzles most people beyond words; hence
the old man's assertion that it ie incurable.

Fear of the weather and of storms does not seem so
prevalent as formerly, I can remember when everybody dis-
connected his telephone when a storm came up, when people
sat or lay on feather beds to aveid being struck by light-
ning, when anything made of metal was quickly laid aside
during s storm. Lven for the brave nothing is guite so
puzzling as the freeke of storms, but a sort of curlosity in
what is coming next often saves the day. People who have
not prayed in years have been known to break forth rather
fervently in a bad storm. Thus we are all of the folk

unusual
when fear comes in some spectacular of MewddEY form,
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Some Folk Taboos

It is astonishing to us who can iPOk back & few
decades to find how meny things that aréﬁgisoussed frankly
were formerly taboo. I cannot believe that we sre any less
modest today, fundamentally, than we were in the other times,
but our immediste ancestors, were they living, would be
painfully shocked at our every-day language.

Male animals just were not mentioned if possible,
though female ones were called by their ¥eal names as often
as one liked. One could feed the old sow and her pigs
but not a boar, at least not by that nunme. He could be
called a male hog without offending any one, Similarly,
the dear old cow was almost a member of the family; the bull
was unmentionable except under some softened name: male
cow, hebrew, male, or even, in extreme western Xentucky,
moyfield, I suppose as & sort of anagram of female. All
sorts of devices were used to svold using the names of other
male animals, so many that a good-gized dictlonary of modest
Victorianisms could be compiled.

with a kick

Religious words, except #n church,were equally
ruled out of ordinary conversation, Some of the softened
words had emansted from tne nursery but clung to the language
of grown-ups. God was the Good Manj the devil, the Bad Man.
Some vpious older people spoke of 01ld Master when referring
to divinity. 01d Nick, with a slightly comic suggestion,
was often used to refer to the devil, Heaven was on many
a tongue, but one softened up the word for hell: the had
place was the commonest substitution in my early days,

Very naughty boys éometimés told their playmates to "go to

resg, " I suspect thet an uglier place was meant,
& D b
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Taboos extended to clothing, The line of
demarkation between the clothing of men and that of women
was strictly dreawn. Something of disgrac?/;és attached to
a member of elther sex who tranggressed this law. After a
boy had put on pants and had discarded his boy dresses,
then he would not be caught in women's clothing again, no
matter what happened. I have sometimes wondered whether
some of the unnecessary dislike in the South for Jefferson
Davies after the fall of the Confederacy was not due to his
escape in women's clothes, I have known plenty of people
who would have thought that such a disguise would have
hrought disaster, even though Yankee soldlers were not on
the trail.

Even more disgraceful was it for a woman to wear
men's garments, It has not been twenty years since women
havéﬁﬁgg% arrested in large cities for bheing attired in
trousers, with no intention of deceiving any one as to their
sex,; elther. When a neighbor girl of mine used to put on
her brother's pants and ride a horse astride, older people
gasped and predicted dire things for her; none of them seem
to have happened yet, unless being past fifty is the curse,
and it has long ago brought down her critics,

These taboos extended, and still do in some places,
to occupations., I, some sections men do not milk cows,
though the heavens fall, I have known men to go hungry
or to eat unpalatable food rather than do their own cooking.
There used to be an idea that occupations were as permaﬁent
a8 the sexes and that any crossing the line invited tragedy,

If only some of the old-timers could have lived

until our timefy}

I g2
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Whoa, Mule!l
A poet--and; as Chaucer would say, "It am not I"--
should write a rhapsody on the mule, the humble, ugly, stubborn
critter that is associated in all our memories with the old-

fashioned farm and is still one of the forces in our civili-

zation, Rece horses have many & champion; even the humbler
horses can boast oﬁireSpe&table literature in their favor,
But the mule is at best a sort of scapegoat or a comic
creature, humbly waiting for an immortality in verse.

It would:not be fair to imegine that one's‘p&rticular
form of rearing is the one and only genuine; yet it is a bit
hard to imagine a boy's growing up from childhood to maturity

without any contact with mules, Morally he needs to

know mules, so that he can learn patience and long-suffering,

from them and from his own having to put up with them. Physically

he can profit by contact with them, particularly if they are
lozy and need frequent goading; muscles are thus developed
withﬁ%he expense of huying & punching-bag. One profits
even mentally by pitting his cocky humen intelligence against
whatever it is that a mule has, particularly o balky mule,
Dally association for years with a mule hardens a boy to
the kicks and gad-flies of life, so that he unconsciously
acquires, gquite unthinkingly, the philosophy that probably
keeps a mule from committing suicide or from hecoming cynécal.
If one wants to moralize and to use the mule as s
oreature foreordained to be used as a fipure of speech,

it is easy enough to think how often this ugly brute does the
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hard work of the world and gets from his master nothing
but more work. The old family nag, when worn out in her
service to the family and her rearing of a numerous progeny,
is lovingly kept in her declining days, like some old retainer,
Who ever heard of %F'Eiﬁ mule's being thus fed and cared for
when it had got beyond the days of usefulness? The saddle
horse is groomed until he shines; the buggy horse wears
bright, good-smelling harness; but 0ld Beck knows only'b

Wit o LTy oo

the plow gear and an apologetic scratchingﬂof her trace-
chain-rubbed sides,with-the—curry —Tormb,

But it does not pay to be too tearful in thas
pleading for some poetic justice for 0ld Beck. Underneath
all this outward humilffity lies the heart of a humorist,
even of a mischievous one, How often I have watched a mule
chasing and biting other livestock, as if it were gifted with
a sense of humor, & kiné of beghkboy humor?

No eulopy of the mule would be conmplete without
s reference to the Negro and the Mule, Side by side they
have gone down through time, especislly in Amevica; my figure
would bhe better if I implied that they had gone with the
Wegro behind the Mule, Cutwardly we may think we, in our
supercilious wisdam, understand'them.both; the wisegt ones
know that lurking within them is the same inscrétable mystery.
No man knows how to appraise properly the mule unlegs it
is the negrof himself, who has followed the humble beast of
burden so many millions of miles across the tobacco end corn
and cotton fields,

Some day prohably a great poet will rise to give

Q .Wﬂsuuiaﬂiam&lwm
the mule his rightful place in & world of work) of —inscrutable

Qf”g?ﬁwﬁfwnﬂ.
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The Village Actory

Nearly every neighborhood in other days had its
mimie, who couvld always be counted on for entertainment,
both public and private. In 01d Fidelity our postmester-
drugglist was just such a person, He had a very flexible
volee, which could imitete Jjust about every person he had met,
He had the knack of looking &ike the person or thing he
was ﬁmocking," as we calledk‘ When the Fidelity neighborhood
ran its literary soclety through tle winter and met around
from house to house, he was often on:;;ogram. Whether he
gave & reading, at which he was a specisalist, or Jjust
pretended to be making & serious speech, he kept us convulsed
with his antics, His best performances were in the store,
with the loafers or the people who had come for the mail
for audience.

As an aid to “ta his scting he developed all sorts
of ocecult tricks, He pretended to know all there is to be
known about hypnotism, mind-reading, and similar things.

I was one of the numerous ones he fooled with his tricks;
and yet I wes so taken in thet 1 did not dare think him
laughing in his sleeve. His fine acting eovered up his
o B DBy of deception,

In othier times and places he would have been g
showman, Probebly he would have done hest as an entertsiner
with a medicine show, then very popular, Our rather

awkward boys and men could hardly help envying his skillful

hands, his smooth exterior, his flexible voice.
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Whenever there were practicel Jjokes to play, he
was in demand, for he was the one man of our acquaintance who
could do the most prepomberous things without cracking a
pmile. Some unsuspecting young fellow,fresh from the fields,
would look lixe Tair geme to the Jjokesters, Anyhody could
guepect thewm, and they knew 1it. But the postmester was
above reproach; whatever he did seemed serious. Hence the
unwary bit at the trick and was 1augﬁ:éd out of countenance
by the loud-mouthed gang around the stove,

But our postmaster had many other traits, Frankly,
he could make a %alk at a funeral thet would have done
credit to the best preachers of our time, a talk that often
had that slocofness that a true critic is supposed to possess,
The best speech I ever heard him make was in the old Fidelity
cemnetery at the funeral of a man of rather doubtful reputation,
Jugt how bad the man had been I never knewj neighborhood
gossip made him pretty bad. But the cautlousness and
gracliousness of the postmaster left us all feeling that it
was not our province to say where our late neighbor had gone,
To this day I do not know whether the speaker was acting

naturally or wsas merely playing & vart.
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Playing-1like

There are so many ways for children of today to
amuse themselves that I wonder whether they enjoy playing-like
as much as we used to. Tovs were rather few, travel was
limited, and so we had to work out ways to kill time. Play-
houses were in a way a sort of institution. The outdoor
kind was largely a matter of moss, gaethered in the woods
and laid out in the form of beds and tables and chairs undey
gome tree, Some of our moss seemed never to have Xnown
that it was snsiched from its original home andzﬁgnt right
on growing, A careful search in the remaining woods near
where our old schoolhouse stood might reveasl some moss that
owes 1its present location to childish hands of & half century
280,

Indoor playhouses could be constructed anywhere and
from anything. Attics, where there were such, were just
about the best placesto play house, But the shedroom of the
smokehouse, the buggy shed, or any of the other famm
buildings would do. The dim light from an attic window
cast & romatic ¥4 glow over the imeginary realms that we
were constructing with our #MLdl dreams. Whnat matter if
we were surrounded wégﬁ chests of cast-off clothing and
wé%% broken-down furniture; = little imagination could
transform these into royal attire and a throne itsgelf.

Going to see is the official game to play when
one-ﬁ##%% has a playhouse, Since children are highly imi-
tative, the persons who g;N;alling with their dolls were
strikingly like the grown-ups of the neighborhood, Whipping

was the officisl punishment for all infractions of parental
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rules, in resl and in play life. The things that were
eaten in play-like going-to-see were reflections of the
neighborhood ways of thinking, of course, I am doubtful
whether any genuine food ever tasted betier than some of
the imasginsry concoctiocns that were served to us by our
hosts and hostesses,

In order to make going to see the more real, it
was necessary to dress up in some of the cast-off clothing
that every farmhouse once had. A little girl with a long
dress can act the part of mother to a family of dolls much
bhetter than the same little fellow in a pinafore. Sometimes
smaller children were drafted to play the part of younggters
and played thewr partg well until they grew tired of an older
sisfer‘s superior alrs.

Somehow most of 11{% seems & sort of §%l§§§§w¢xge,
Lots of the grown veople I know keep playing-like, They
know that we understand their lack of prominence in the world,
but they still insist that the& are this and that,J?s in the
cld attic days. Often at a large dinner I haveigﬁe good
fortune to sit by or near some one who insist@&bn telling
me how he haé.done great things, though I gﬁ%hardly convinced,
Nearly every day I catch some of the very mannerisms of
children at play, when people who have left childhood long
ago are 8till "gtrutting their stuff" as they did with

Dad's overcoat and Grandpa's cane in the playhouses,

R
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Pets
In our time the cat and the dog are rapidly becoming
_____ the only pets of the averasge household; on the farm in older
times almost anything could be a pet. G. K. Chesterton hsas
written & charming little essay on "Pigs as Pets," declaring
that only custom is regponsible for our devotion to dogs
and that 1f pigs ever become fashionable as pets, all sorts
of strange pigs will be deveioped: lep pige, watch pigs,
Mexican hairless pigs, Alredsale pigs, and so on. Mr.,
Chesterton was never on a farm in America, so far es I know,
or he would not have written of pigs as pets as & sort of
comical dream., I have seen plenty of them, have owned them,
have heard their owners boast of their pets' great intelligence,
gnough to make the owner of a mere dog jealous. A colleague
of mine, while he was teaching a country school not far from
where I lived w8 & boy, went to & neiphbor’s house to
use the telephone, While he was telking, he heard a step
at the door, looked up, snd saw a pig enter, scratch himgell on
the foot of the bed,and then, with all the necessary sccompanying
grunts, settle himeelf for & nap in his bed.
Ag small children our favorite pets were chickens,
little fellows that we had to feed carefully and watch over
for the few brief days that most of them lived, We often
made great ado over thé death of these pets of a few days,
giving them burial in s speclal graveyard, where smell
blocks of wood%, left from sawing the palings for the
fence,:§zr headgtones and footstones, Sometimes we had a
mock-heroic funersl, a litile ghame-facedly, as I now recall
At Munes
womellimnas

it cur pet chickens grew up, bthough, and became

regular nuisances, it was almost like cannibalism to
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devour these vets when they were frying-sigzed.

Pet lambs were falrly easily raised. They
became devoted little fellows, following us everywhere,
except to school, after the fashion of Mary's little lamb,
Agsocistion with humen beings often ruined the morals and

anners of meek lambs, especially buck lambs, They became
eager for a fipght and sometimes chased visitors and other
members of the family. One such lamb, a blsck onse, b@gggé
50 bad that he became mutton for a dinner on the ground,
Byt the sheep feawmily did not profit by his ftragic life, for
later pet lambs developed the same sort of bad traits,

Nearly every family tried its hend at keeping &
wild animal s a pet, Raccoons wexe probably the ones most
often found, Very soon they became troublesome, but often
saved their lives by their cute manners. A net saquirrel
laughed and chuckled in many a farm home, traveling untold
miles around and through its limited cage. Daring AL
neople sometimes caged skunks, preity animals as you know
but hardly zesthetic to our modern taste. Caged hirds
were once common, before national and state laws prohibited
the capture and imprisonment of wild birds except for'scientific
puUrpPosSes. You might expect to find in the same home & caged
mockingbird and & necklace of cathird's or bluebirdls eggs,
the latter a gift of some young swain to thne grown daughter

of the fanily.
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Down the liississippi

A popular song of recent years invites the listener
to come with the singer down the Mississippi; that is what
I want vou to do today, while we view a long-past institution,
the flatbhoat. In its day the flatboat wap an institution
that seemed as permanent as the later "floating palasces, "
also now largely o memory.

When the Mississipyi was the great avenue of travel
and trade, the flatboat procession dOﬁﬁﬁb New Orleans
wags an annual event like the migration of the duckﬁs and geese
in spring end fall, People at the upper reaches of the rivers
loaded their boats with all sorts of things to sell and set
out, with the current of the river as their chief motive
force, These boats hore meny nsames: arks, flatboats,
Fentucky boats, Alexander Wilson, the great ornithologist,
who visited Kentucky in 1810, having paddled a skiff down
from Pittsburgh to Louisville,; thas describes the arks:

"In the course of the day I passed a nunmber of arks,
or, &5 they are usually called, Kentucky boats, loaded with
what it must be acknowledged are the most valuable commodities
of a country; viz., men, women and children, horses and
ploughs, flour, millstones, &c. Segveral of thése floating
coravans were loaded with store goods for the supply of the
settlements through which they passed, having a counter
erectéd, shawls,; musling, «c.; displayed, and everything
ready for transacting business, On approaching a settlement
they blow a horn oxr tin {trumpei, which announces to the
inhabitents their arrival. . » . The arks are built in the
form of a parallelogram, being ffom twelve to fourteen

feel wide, and from forty to seventy feet long, covered above,
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rowed pnly occasionally by two oars before, snd steered by

o long and powerful one fixed above. The arks cost sbout

one hundred and fifty cents per foot, according to their

length; and when they reach their places of destinstion,

seldom bring more than one~sixth their original cost."

The flatbvostmen became a sort of pywfessional,

All the daxring youths wanted to go down the rivers to the
glamorous New (Orleans; lLineoln, as you know, made a trip or two.
Bven whole families were known to go, thfough this was hardly
the rule, After the long journey down the Mississippi came

the long trek homeward, up the historic Natchez Trace, infested
often with highwaynen, who I'ed fat on the poor flatboatmen,

As Tor that, the river pirates did & thriwving business in

this same period, some of them, as Otto Rothert, secretary of
the Filson Club, of Louiéville, has shown, becoming rich with
the spoils of the flatboats,

The whole experience was an sdventure, calculated to
rouge the imagination of the young bloods, To ocutwit the
wiles of the river itself, "01l' Man River," was not sn easy
thing, with no government lighte, no surveyed channel, no
protection ageinst drifts snd sendbars, The appeal of this
early trade or profession has not wholly died: since this
column began,l have seen large rafts in a Kentucky strean,
one of then manned by a patriarch who has wade dozens of trips

of & hundred miles or nmore, When 1 last saw him, he was

77

floating around a bend in a hesvy snowstorm, with the tenpersture

dropping toward one of the coldest nights of the winter,
I saw him and all his predecessocors in the brief moment 1 ran

along the bank and questioned him.
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"Yes, Ma'am"
Customs come and go. In Victorian times it was

L boorish past all words not to say "Yes, sir," and "Ves, ma'am."

No better illustration of bheing ill-bred could be found than

the child, particularly, who did not say "ma'am" and "sir,"
A flat "yes" or '"no" was as unthinkable as for a nice lady
to be seen with her hair down or for o he-man to be caught
washing dishes. When a bad boy or girl wanted to show Jjust P
how bad one can become, the respectful title was left off
deliberately, often with disastrous results. At school I
once saw & little girl get a whipping for being so naughty;
afteaﬁhe pﬁnishment she said "yves, ma'am" with genuine
feeling and has probably taught% her children and grand-~
children to follow suit,

When vou did not understand what one said, you did
not say "I beg your pardon"; you sald "Ma'an?' or "Iir%"
Bvery pemester in my life as & teacher I have met this old
style, a pretivy good one, too. Probably most often the
"3ire" is "Buh?'%es genuine mark of the old South,

When good Queen Victoris was laid to rest in West-
minster Abbey, or whersever it was, it beceme stylish to
drop formslity and even to be shocking. "Watam? and Ysir"
disappeared from many a vocabulary, slong with "reticule!
and "bustle" and "hoopskirt.," A whole generationwsgg taught
to let their communication he "yea, yea" and '"nay, nay."
Then ceme the World War, Whatever else it brought, it certainly
revived the use of "sir," a military word that makes it plain
that sll this nonsense about every one's being egual with

- gvery-one—else must not prevent a private from being

formally courteous to a second lieutenant, By a transfer
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of this courtesy, learned with such sgony in the arwmy,
came again "ma'am," so that again we old-timers find ourselves
in style, The chief difference between now and our
voungey days is that(}here is nothing exquisitely naughty
ghbout leaving off the title, though educated ears are beginning
once more to listen for the "ma'sm" snd “sir,"
Just as our familiar “you all" gets shortened to
"yall/" {If that is the way to spell it), so "ua'am" becomes
" in "veshm, " sometimes spelled "yessum," %@gééiﬁeﬁ we
have "mum, " in such sentences as "I'm sorry, mum, to tell
you, " or "I hate to tell wyou, mum, but your Little boy is
sick," This, of course, may he a left-over from gervant times,
All of this reminds me of another phenomenon that
I have seen go and come, more than once: I refer to a child's
calling its parents by thelr real names rather thaen by
well-recognized titles. When I was & 1little boy, it was
thought very crude and boorish for a child to call its
father Sam and its mother Maggie. Then came a wave of
this usage, with children from the best-regulated families
indulging innocently in what would have caused a riot
garlier, It se=ms to be on the way oulb again, but who knowg

when a mere infant may refer to himself and his daddy as

e and George"?
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Sorghum Molasses

As I write this article, it is early fall, before
frost but toward the close of the gorghum-making season.
I have Jjust eaten a breakfast of pancakes, butter, and new
molasses, The taste of the delicious syrup, made here
from cane grown right in the heart of southern Kentucky,
has brought up many a memory of a pgood-sized life, a life
punctuated every fall with new sovrghum molasses, In the
absence of a major poet to sing the glories of sorghum, I
must say a few words for a much-neglected delicacy, as worthy
of & place in poetry as maple sugar and cane sugar,

The sorghum zone is & rather lsrge one as compaied
with that of sugar cane, at lesst in our country. For weeks
now the odor of cooking sorghum juice has been abroasd in the
land., Out in the fields the mill has been grinding and the
oven going. Skilled woxkers have been stripping the csene
and hauling it to the mill, The patient man qgﬁoman who has
converted the green juice into syrup is one of the uncrowned
or unlaureled artists of our time, It is no accident that
as unpromising & liquid as sorghum Jjuice becomes molassess
it takes skill that has been acquired frowm observation and
exXperience,

While the workers at the mill and furnace toil
through the day, it is usually at night that visitors
come by to see the progress of the molasses-making, Unwary
ones slip into the skimhole; all taste the newly-made syrup,
using a split piece of cone for & spoon, Gey young folks,

with a lentern, come acrosgs the fields and watch the fascinating
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process, They never seem qguite able to believe that
such vnpromising material cen he glorified by a few hours
ol cooking.

But a new cycle beging when the syrup is made,
Stored in kegs or barrels or buckets, it forms a part of
the farm resgources for the winter; extra gsllons find their
way to city homnes. All through the long winter we find
molasses and butter and hof bisculte forming a major portion
of many & breakfast and often of other mesls. Some time or
other T knew a nsme for the compound produced by stirring
butter and molasses together, but I have forgotten it, Anyway,
there are few better flavors in the world/ than this mixture
has, AL freguent intervals there will come molasses cakes
or gingerbread, Gingerbread and cider are eternally mated,
like turkeyd and cranberries and ham and eggs. Molasses
cookies or cakes are stronger and more masculine than tescakes,
I prefer the w{é that are cut out in long strips and baked
in & big pan; this kind strikes a tenderer spot, Hometimes
molasses has a weay of sugaring in the barrely then it is
necessary to twist out quantities of it &nd reheat it with
some water to meke Lt syrupy agdéin, ihen you are smoking the
meat, nothing is better than chuwﬁks of this strong candy
fished out through the bunghole of the molasses Warrel,
Then there ils molesses candy, not so common, probably, a8
formerly, but still one of the'delicécies. And popcorn
candy, where molasses and popcorn form a new unit, almost
like a speciel kind of nut or fruit, Irom cane to candy

ig a cycle, worthy of a whole poem of the gquality of Whittier's

MThe Huskers," with its tribute to corn.
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Some Old-time Medicines

'
If one of us gets sick today, %ggag% dosed with
gtuff that bears strange new names and tastes. One almost
longs for the old medicine chest and its tried-and-true
remedies,
I have been told on good authority that counter
irritasnts are not so common as formerly,and these now in
use are likely to be something different from the plasters
we used to know. When a fellow had a severe case of cramps,
g bligster plaster turned the trick, and almost turned the
patient, too. I can recall having one such plastier, and one
was enough, The bad-gmelling bidﬁk ointment was spyead out
on & cloth and applied to my stomach, Not long after that
it seemed that & hot iron Wdﬁ# burﬁing into my flesh. After
some minutes of agony I was relieved to have the plaster
remojed and & mush plaster applied instesd. Then I puffed
uyp as;I had been scalded end by and by got well, plaster
or & strong constitution being to blame, Mow, & rustard
plaster can create enough heat to startle one, but I vote for

the blister plaster made of Spanish flies or canthsrides.

Are there still crlcks in the neck? If so, how
gbout cupping? There used to be regular instruments for
this, but a wide-mouthed bottle into which has been dropped
2 lighted paper will form a vacuum and draw the skin into
as many fancy shapes as you wish, thus relieving the crick.
If there are cricks in the bhack, or any other bhack miseries,
try & porous plaster, One's back, after it has been subjected

to a porous plaster for & few days, looks like the board on
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which one could play some fancy kind of checkers.

Spells of colic( Newspapers having s large vercentage

of mid-Victorian readers had better delete this word.) yield to

various and sund e8.8. A mild case will probably be
stopped by ginger tea, with a little alcohol or whiskey
added for flavor. Severe cases will require Indian turnip.
Ip fact, any one who survives a case of colic.ffg Indian turnip
¥ should be given o medal for endurance.
If an insect bites you, there are many things to do.
For instance, mix soda and vinegar and apply while the
mixture is still fizzing, Chiggers and ticks yield to
fried-meat grease, A severe bee sting will lose its ageny
when {f the spot is covered with & fresh chew of tobacco,
Biliousness, once g much-used word, had many &
remedy Most of the herb remedies simed st this disease,
Good old calomel in its barious forms, especially blue mass,
g0 easily made ihto pills, gets at the seat of this trouble,
If you want to be a little more stylish, buy for a dollar or
two about ten cents' worth of calomel in some kind of
petent medicine.
And then there are chills, "agers," Huinine
is and was tﬁe remedy, whatever strides we may have made
in other wavs, If you can stand it, take it raw; you will
think yourself brave to swallow it thus, Capsules, with
Hoth "cap' and "sule" full of guinine was the usual fcorm,
When & felloﬁ hag taken about six capsules of this drug
in a single day, he hag§ noisges in his head that would make a
rock-crusher sound like an accordion. Again, if you must
be stylish, try any number of chill tonics, in which the quinine

ig gispguised,

And alwaws there is burdock bhitiers for things in general,
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Parties and Socisbles

Dlancing has ageain become so coumon that it isg
nearls
é%%ﬁﬁé the most recognized form of social amusement. But
& generation ago dancing, harmless old square dancing #¥at
that, was very neughty. A few repregentatives of the world
and the flesh and the devil still knew how to trip the light

fantastic,and did it, %oo, in deflance of church and parental

}
authority. Thosed of us who were afraid of our parents

and the wrath to come still had our social life, o hit drab

a3 viwwed by our descendants, We had youth, and that was
something; we courted and got married, and thus it goes

always, vegardless of the form of social smusement.

Our old-fashioned parties, after the square dance
went out and before the "round" dance came in, had certain
definite features that must have been rather common evervywhere.
Some communities, though outlawing square dances, allowed
play~party games: "Sugle in the Ring," "Roxie Ann, " "Rosie
Betsy Lina," "01d Dan Tucker," "Chase the Buffalo, " and
S0 On, As I have already spoken of these gemes, it would
be unnecessary repetion to write something more. But the
rigid people of some parts of the state looked upon these
games as wicked and € jual to the square dance.

When we went to parties, then, we had to devise
other means of entertainment. Cur liveliest game was snup,

a game that used to seem very exciting but now somewhat re-

sembles drop the handkerchief, A couple stood up in the

floor holding hands{that was a good part of the game), A boy
would then snap his finger in front of a girl, who forthwith
had to chese him sround the couple until she caught him, T™en

he took the place of the boy holding hands; and the girl
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snapped another boy, This continued indefinitely, often
with rather disastrous results +to the garments of the two
holding hands, as the players would swing around roughly and
take all glorts of chances to keep from being caught.
Then there were kissing gemes gelore. Just why

dancing was so wrong and kissing seo right it might take a

philosopher to discover. I supposé that vostofifice was

the best-known kissing gsme; since 1 have not played it in
many years, please do not expect me to remember the rules of
the game. There may have been no rules; aryway, somebody
got kissed and appeared innocent,

Playing social was a standard game, 1if one couid
call 1t that, The girls were seated at intervals all around
the room on chairs or:geats made by laying planks fron
chair 4o chair and spreading a folded quilt over them to
make the sitting more comfortable, Some hoy acted as
introducer or passer-on or whatever vou could call it. He
took a8 boy around and introduced him to a girl, leaving him
to talk to her until someone else was brought around. That
was lots of fun until a fellow got stuck with some dull
girl whom nohody wanted to talk to. Sometimes the boys
agreed in advance to talk to such for a certain length of
time, provided they would be relieved hy other fellows who
would meke martyrs of themselves in the interest of WY
causing every one to have a good time. I gould add, paren-
thetically, that there were dull boys, too, but they had the
advantage of being able to get away better,

Refreshments at any kind of hkparﬁy were likely to
be pickles snd cake, especially if the party were during

Christmas week, Indigestible, yes, but always suggestive
of sociafbles and parties,
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Barlier Comnencements

It is not merely older manners that are passing:
some of ouy newer ones have come ahd gone like models of
avtomobiles, One of theﬁ# institutions of our country, of
course, is the annual high gchool or college comuencement
day. When there were private colleges galore in thne state,
or at least schools that called themselves colleges, some
actual traditions grew up that died with the schools them-
gselves, State-supported high schools have not existed long
enough to have developed much tradition,

Once 1 attended a small denominational college, now
long dead. It was mv first look-in on the big world, and
my diary and I had a good time recording all the school
happenings. YWhen the school term was over, the commencement
was put on in a very dignified manner, even though there
were only three graduates, The collegé band, about a
corporal's guard in nuwber, formed {the head of a collegiate
procession that wound around the casmpus and into the building.,
The address was gliven in grest form, in Hnglish, buit the
conferring of the degrees was in lLatin, pure Ciceronisn,
I can sassure you, To each of the three girls recelving the

A\

diplomnma thel/{little speech was made, only the name, proberly
Tatinized, heing changed each time. I gaped at the odd words
and wondered, since my knowledge of Latin had not then bepgun,
It was really dignified and worthy, then as well as in memory.

My own experience a8 & cowmmencement speaker is now
of age, ms it hegan twenly-one sgeasons ago, Aven in that time
neny changes have occurred in high school commencements, Asg

more than twenty of my hundred and fifty speeches were given
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in communities that had nevy hed & commnencenent before, you

may know that I have had some interesting experiences. Oddly

enongh, some of these same occaslons were among the most
\)eC,ow\.S& of
impressive, feor the sincerity of/the peonle who were present.

AN
One high school, which is now probhably as regularized as
bearer
most of them, used to have a flower pRGL/AE/HdLY, dressed

like the %E%%Sﬁ.%e sat beside, to receive the gifts,K For—the
greduates, These flower bearers were very small children,
gsomewhat like the tots used in elahorate weddings. Ordinarily
they had plenty of work to do, for presents fairly flowed in,
At other high schools the ushers came up after the ceremony
witﬁ the gifts, sometimes with s considerable flourish.
gradusted

Ag for that, when I FAAABAAL from & junior college, the
same practice was &==3d in vogue. L can still recall how
1eft-out I felt, for none of my family could come so far
to my graduation, even though they had sent appropriate
gifts through the nail.

Some of the coumencements had the air of a funeral.
Tears werse comnon, on the faces of the graduates and in tne
voice of the numerous speskers, including the distinguished
gentleman who had come by train or boat or buggy to deliver
the chief address of the time, On one such occasion I
shocked the audience, who had wept through a long harangue
on "iother," tearfully given by the valedictorian, hy
savying that it was not a tearful but a Joyous occasion. I
have not yet been invited back to that high school and may not
evar be,

There were no caps and gowns in those days; 1t
almost broke up the poor fathers to dress their children
sufficiently to make the proper impression, In general,

I must confess that our present-day graduating eﬁ@fc;ggs gre
more dignified, if more regular, than those of other times,.
3 .
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City ¥olks at Iidelity

The difference between country and town people

is not so great o5 it once was, to the credit of both groups.
Popular education, county high schools, county farm and home
demonstrators, summer camps, district and regional tournaments
in athletics and otherg things, and a freer atmosphere generslly
account for this. A third of a century ago it was hardly
thus. S3till there were connections between the two groups,
as most of the people who lived in ftown were one generation

or less from the soil.

01ld Fidelity was poor but proud. It had never been

other than a small village, but, like so meny of us, it

had, Bieen better days. As long as the ralilroad kept away

from our county, and it was necessary to go thirty miles or
more to §ﬁ§;%4$€éé Fidelity X454 remained much as it

had been since the earliest settleument, There ware two
tobacco factories, & water mill near the village, a union
-church, several stores, and some other attractions, including
& Masonic lodge hall. Then came tne railroad through the
county seat, and gradually the village hegsn to show signs of
decadencé. Proud yet, in spite of its being off the railroad,
it was lacking in any importance@except locally. Some of

its citizens moved to the county seat or on to other towns and
cities, Enough ties were left, however, for the quaint old
place to be attractive to visitors, as when some of the old-
timers returned for #lfidiY » few days end brought along their

families, born elsewhere but taught the special merits of

Fidelity.



2

Local citizens, proud of their well-dressed visitors,
_________________ brought them to church and Sundsey School, One returned
citizen gdropped a dollar into the collection basket one
Sunday, creating a émall hurricene of excited whispers.
If any of the visitors could be induced to talk, they were
asked to teach the adult class or to comment on the lesson,
Most of them Wisely;declined and sat in the Amen-corner and
looked pious. Housewives vied with each other in inviting
the visitors to Sunday dinner and, in the current phrase,
"put the big pot in the 1little one." Langusge took a sudden
flight upward, for some of us dropped expressions that the
teachers had been fighting for years, that 1ls, we dropped
them during the time of the visit of the city féiﬁ&gh

If the visit came in week dayvs, we took the city
people to see the tobacco factory where the negroes worked and
sang. This was probably the most outstanding thing we could
do, for there was never anything else guite like this, The
negro women sat in rows facing each other and stemmed the
tobacco leaves, singing meanwhile spirituals or '"white-folks"
songs, giving their own musical interpretation to the words,
People who visited that old factory have told me in recént
vears that nothing in their lives made such an impression
asfthise

For some days after a visit the younger generation
put on airs at school because of the famous people who had
been to Fidelity. We walked like them and talked like them
and envied them immoderately, The children who lived in
the homes visited were quizzed indefinitely about the great

people from the outegde world whoe had strayed into our

little remote village. T wonder whether any such excitement
could be created anywhere today,
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Playing School and Meeting

In addition to playing house we used to play
gchool or church, The playing of children, at least when I
was a child, was both consciously and unconsciously a satire
on the elders. Bince we were not gifted wit?ﬂhre vision,
we did pretty much the things that we had seen, waking them
raore ridiculous, if that were possible,

The pld-fashioned school put up a good bluff, Viewed
from the vantage ground of a third of a century, it does not
look so fierce as it appeared and wanted to bhe. Rules,
innumerable ones, sometimes, were made, apparently to be
broken. When we plaved school, we even imgroved on what
the teachers did. It was almost wicked&%g be, The slightest
encroachment on the teacher's dictatorship brought dire
punishment, The children pumdsbed in the play school, usually
unliké the ones in the onewroom digtrict school, cried loud
and long when they were punished, Tne teacning methnods were
excellent travestigs of what we had suffered in school, Some-
times, though, I have secn some genuine teaching and even some
learning in play schools, for hungry little children often
forgot to be actors and enjoved the nlay. 0of course, the
bad hoys preferred to break up the school or to accept their
punishment like men, to make the smaller ones envious, That
times have changed since then was brought to my sttention
not long ago when a woman with several children told me that
her family when olaying school did not use the switch but
threatened the voungsters with low grades in deportment.

The children of old Widelity knew only the rod, fresh from

the endless woods around the schoolhouse,
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1t was not slways easy to play meeting, for soune
of the children were likely to have conscientious scruples
about making fun of sacred things, Then, too, pareunts and
teachers often took & hand when our satire was a bit too
hroad. Regardless of the religious preference of the children,
our baptisms were always by immersion, preferably in & pile
of leaves. Large boys registed the preascher until the
baptising often became a riot, with sone deputies to help
out those who were in charge, The preaching, the singing,
the call to the mourners' bench were stendardized; varving
only a little from what we observed, ne shouting was a bit
overdone, sounding more like the ravings of crazy pecple.

And this reminds me, even if 1% should noit, of
playing jail, The wewukest boys were chosen as sheriffs,
to give the gangsters a chance to work their tricks wiith
little punishment. The little sheriff got even)occasionally,
with the gang by deputizing s large, rough boy to kelp him
guell the mob. The Jail was commonly & cleared place lenced
in with huckleberry bushes; breaking Jjail wasg up to true
gangster icdegls, In one neighborhood near where I lived
the hovs dug a pit some three feel deeyp and built & rail
pen over thisg for thelr jail, One hoy was almost smothered
in the Jjail, and the less closed-in type was used alterward,

Whatever we did, we pesrly alwaye had & fight,
Young villainsg are very little different from older ones.
But the game went on, from generantion to generation, whether
we plaved school or churech or jail or any of the numerous

games of the country school,
] W
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Church=door Johnny

Garlier in this series I spoke of the formality of
sending notes to the girls or of meking dotes through a
friend. I remember that there was snother iype, a sort of
makeshift for bashful boys who hardly knew how or what to
write or who sadly lacked the nickel to give the boy who
delivered the note and waited for its answer. This method
was to stand just cutside tne church, prefershly in the evening.
and take & girl's erm as she came out with her parsnts or with
other girls. This deaf-and-dumb method was quite effective
in its way, though frowned on by the more staid and dignified
ones of our neighborhood, The most embarrassing thing
was to selzme o girl's arm and start walking awasy into the
darkness, only to realize that some other fellow had her other
211, Always one or the othey grew faint-hearted and gave
uis the struggle, the blushing young woman remaining neuvtral,

This practice wes particularly snited to the small
village or compact neighborhood, where many people came to
gatherings on foot, It would have been untninkable to
follow a girl out to her fother's visgon and ride home with herxr,
To the wagon was s far as any regular fellow could go,. But
how attractive it was to walk home, even along with the fanily,
under the stars angghe moon, the moon so famous in popular
pongs then and nowl

I cannot recall whether the girl thus sought out
ever rebélled; hence the practice must have been a kind of
freemasonry that the elders dié not understand, Maybhe the
young swain looked scroes the church and said more in his

bashful look than he could have sald in formel notes, Anyway,
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the girl agquifisced in a system that seems a little too crude
today, and she seemed to eﬁjoy being thug sought after,
Mot &ll boys were bold enough to seize or capture
a voung lzdy as she emerged from church.,. Older boys would
shove them just as some girl came by, causing both boy and girl
to blush to their roots of the hair. 1 have known boys who
seemed to have accidentally walked into the church with the
girl as she Wasfrailing ner fawily; very rarely he had the
nerve to sit with her after he had followed her in. From
painful experience I know that when he had done this, the best
defense when the boys teased him was to remain silent; for
his words were passed on frowm mouth to mouth when he asaid anything.
Growing up i8 hard work, and I am afraid that the
voungsters do not get enough synpathy while they are engaged
in such toil, In our time the older people seem hardly the
ogres they once were, and, besides, the opportunity for
boys &nd girls to be together ie much easier than formerly.
Since life is pitched on & more nearly normal scale today,
it seems odd that one still finds the shy boy who Ay

can hardly get into society,
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Style in Towels
;ié """" Those sociely people who think that style is

only
applicablar§0 what they do or say or wear should have had a
few years' valusble training in Fidelity. There was
plenty of style in this quaint old place, even though there
was no finery in the ordinary sense of the term. This style
extended to such common things as towels,

et us begin at the bottom of the social scale,
Very plain people, with little or no impression to make,
vsed towels made from grass sacks, cut in two and hemmed,
Tor very dirty hands these towels are not so bad; they save
& great deal of washing, too, for boys, But it'would he
herd to find anybody now who wouldéd admit having used guch a
towel,

The standard every~-day towel for the farm hands
wes made from meal sacks, large two-bushel sscks at that,
The cloth is heavy cotton stuff, nearly as thick as the
hickery shirting that we once used and possessing just such
lasting qualities, Less rough thsn grass sacks, these mesl
sacks also help scrub off the dirt after you have soaped
your hands with home-made lye socap and started the dirt
to coming off anyway. I might add that you must wash your
foce with water scooped up in both hands and must make a
blowing noise with your'mouth, whether any of the soapy
water has got into vour mouth or not. This is merely &

part of the process of washing the hands and face.
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When company comes, unless it 1is some boy who
hes followed us home from é%&égﬁﬁ} Finer towels are brought
out, linen or neax-linen, end smaller by half than the HgdFYoy
meal sack towel, These towels, unlike the standard ones,
are white)rather than gray in color)and show dirt. Besides,
it is best to use tinted toilet sosp instead of Big Deal or
lye soap. But the old washpan ig still the container of
the water, even with these fine towels,

In every style there is a best, and towels were
no exception to this rule. Aaxclusive company used only the
washbowl and pitcher in the front roon, The teowel supplied
here was the begt in the house and sometiimes even had some
embroidered flowers or inmtials on it. The seap, too,
was in a dish, not & broken cup or ssucer, a dish that often
had been a present from the be st boy friend of Big Sister,
g sort of companion to the water piltcher and six-glass get
that often graced the front room, Holding up the train
of royalty has never and will pever fall to my lot, but I
have wallked with swelling chest into the front room with
a pltcher of water end a nice towel, all for the distinguished
guest who had honored us with his company. Iven better,
I have been the guest who used the washbo@l and pitcher; the

scented, tinted soap; the embroidered guest towel, Style?

yéu betf
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Cutting Sprouts

When I begin to doubt the facts that I talk about
in this rambling column, I turn back to my old disries, Kept
when 1 was teénnage boy, and find all the material that
I need and confirmation of everything I have thus far written,
The diaries were written with no thought of their ever becoming
of value; they merely recorded the day's weather and told what
I did or where I went, with very rarely a few other things,
Just now,; in a diary written in 1905, L found this simple
entry: " I have been cutting sprouts in the newground today,"
To many of the younger generation that means nearly nothing;
to the old-~timers it chronicles a whole cycle of life.

Sprouts were of peve¥al varieties, The kind I
spoke of in my disary were those that had come up from stumps
that still retained enough 1ife to send up sprouts for a
season or two after the clearing was cultivated, Sometimes
thege sprouts were a nuisance for years, particularly in the
clearings in the creek bottoms, where the soil was rich and
the moﬁsture plentiful, But for the cutting of these sprouts
it would have been pretty hard to see the corn in the newground
after the last plowing was done. I have gone by [ields that
looked like young orchards with corn growing up among tine trees,
Our fathers wsrned us against just such places and tried to
cheer us in one of the most tedious Jobs 1 ever engaged in,

Wewground sprouts, though, were only a small chapter
in this annual cutting. Upland fields that may have
remained in peasture for a year or more grew up in sassafras
and persimmon sprouts, I verily believe that these shrubby

trees have the meost vitality of any of our native plants,
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The lsbors with the axe or the grubbing hoe, followed by the
plow, seem to cultivate the deep-lying roots, so that the
next year brings as big a Jjob of clearing the land for the
plow aB ever, The state of the sassafras or perﬁimﬁo%+
sprout is like that of the man in the Bible, Worse:ihgn at
first. I1{ takes philosophy like this or even more to
keep the boy clearing his young newground with axe and
grubbing hoe.

Orators used to tell us that cutting sprouts, like
turning the grindstone, produced greatl nen, I have looked in
vain for & large crop of geniuses from the rugeged hillsides
around old Fidelity.

Aven worse than cﬁttings{}routs was and is
cutting briars. Sprouts may whip you in the face when you
hit them, but they leave no barbs. Laong ago I learned the
way to prevent briers from hitting you is to hit tnem hard
licks, severing them completely blackberry briars are not
to be coddled, But when briars are all grown up with weeds
and grapevines, expect the worst, If you escape without
bloody marks, vou are a better briar-cutterjthan 1 have evey
heen.,

There is one thinggd that a boy who is cutting
sprouts can do to make time pass: he can sharpen his grubbing
Wioe or his briar blade. in theory, at least, he is making
time; I am afreid that in practice he is using us precious
hours, A sharp scythe usually means potential rather than
actual wWushes or briars cut.

Just what do bovs do now Lo become president or

governor? T know that sprouts still exist, but I do not

know whether cutting them paves the way to high office.
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The Wickedness of Latighter

Today we laugh when we want to, at home or at
school or al gchool, and think little about it, In the more
féormal or more rigid deys only the bad ones lsughed, or so
we were told. Consequently, things were funnier then than
they are now. It took nmuch more self-control to keep down
g violent spell of laughing. Many devices were used, the
commonest being holding the nose, which sometimes nerely
intengified the explosion. Then the teacher took & hand,
Leughing was, indeed, wicked, except, of course, at social
gathnerings and on the playground, where things rerely seemed
funny.

It must be due to this atiitude toward laughing
that many of the events of our youth seem now so funny,. We
hardly dared to laugh theni now we can never finish laughing
at what took place then,

Ié school laughing was almost as bad as talking
aloud, It was & rare tescher who allowed us such a privilege,
It pleases me to find in 1y old diary this statement: "We've
had several spells of lsughing today." I did not state what
we were laughing ats; probably nothing particularly; we just
had the giggles, a prevalent disease then and sometimes now.
Evidentlgf;ne teacher nad allowed us to laugh with impunity.
Some of tﬁe little girls were victims of hysterical gipgles,
We said their tickle boxes got turned over. They laughed
in a kind of nervous hysteria: we laughed at them, It is
altogetner possible that the teachers who called us to strict

account for laughing had plenty of good argument on their sides,
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The punishment for laughing at school was present
and humiliating; at church we feared immediate and future
wrath. The preacher, our parents, society in general, and

then an invisible fear of later retribution managed to keep

ug falrly quiet, Sometimes, though, human endurance gave

out, and(%e cackled out as merrily as we might have in
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our own homes, only to come to a sudden and unmusical halt

when we discovered what we had done,

gometimes I wonder whnether our loud laughter in the
fields and at social gsatherings, often horse laughter, was
not an outlet for more refined feelings that had been pent up
too Tiercely,. Yhile some of the things that used to tickle
me until I was weak are still funny, most of them seem
very commonplace and inane. nur sgense of humor has been
allowed to develop unfettered, so that laughter is no longer
a stolen Jjoy, with its punishment followiﬁg just behind.

This same repression of humor may also account for
the tendency to practical Jjoking thait was once more coimon
than now. A rather drab life it was in the fields and woods,
with only occasional opportunities for social life, How
natural to scare some one, to play tricks on innocent children
or unsuspecting older ones! If all the reputed hsunted houses
were properly investigated, I would almost wager that they
pot their reputation f¥em some mischievous boy who was
probebly afraid of scaring others but who rejolced at finding

that he could create a legend or tredition in a community,
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Often I have mentioned styvie in this series of

Hayrides

little essays about folk custows, Heyrides once stood at
the head of the column, Automobiles were s8till faxr in the
future, but no car can ever bring quite the thrill that we
once experienced on a hayride. There is nothing very elaborate
about such a celebration, All vou need is a hay frame on the
wagon, some hay, and a tarpaulin or wagon sheet stretched over it,
Then sit with vour legs dangling off and hump over rough
roads for five or ten miles,and you will have a hayride,
Any pleace will do for an excuse for a hayride,
If vou can find river at the end of the road, well and good,.
Then you can row the girls in paddle boats or engage & ferry
boat to take the entire party on & trip up or down the river,
A spring is another place that should be found on a hayride,
for dinner goes with this custom, like cranberries with
turkey. Chestnuts or hickory nute or blackberries, wghatever
the season, may give some sgpice{ and chiBgers) to 1life., liven g
church or an outdoor meeting can bhe attended on a hay wagon.
Wew-timers may think ithat thelr ancestors were
very plous folk by the way tney went to c¢hurch., What they
can never know, except by hearsay, is that church services
comprised most of the events in our very drab lives. A
church service can be as good an excuse as any for a trip on
a hay wagon with & merry crowd. The gang may be well enocugh
bred to behave tnemselves while the services are going ong
but on the way anybody can mock the preacher or the éingers

or parody the most sacred =Bongs,
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Not to play practical jokes on some of the gang
would be to admit that the hayride is not genuine. It is
nearly impossible to get up a c¢rowd without having at least
one very loving couple, far gone in romance, These can becone
the butt of all the jokes, eépecially if they are in the

silent, languishing stage. Some one of the ecrowd is sure to

be just breaking into society; he needs freguent roasting i
from the more experiencad, By all means there must be & minmig, ‘
who knows how to imitate animels and people, to laugh or
chew or spit like the dignified members of his social group,

The wagonette, now completely lost as an institution,
was good for small parties, Tals strange vehiwle was &
long covered cart or wagon, with seats slong the sides. The
oneg I knew best would seat about six couples, enough for &
very merry party, with the added advantage of having a roof
against the sun or possible rain, Sometimes it was the customnm
for the boys to furnish the vehicle and the horses, the girls
to furnish the food, now called eats but then often called,
gquite innocently, grub, such Dutch treats are good things
and should not be allowed to pass away. I have shared many
a one and have no horrorg of seeing them return on a grand
gecale, There were no gold-diggers in those days; the girl
regarded herself as part of the partnership,

Since peanut butter and baker's bread have come into
general use, I fear I could not make you hungry by telling
you what we ate. One thing I know: no cook of today can beat
the cakes we had then, However stylish a trip by car can
be today, it still lacks something of the hale-fellow-well-met

feeling of the old-fashioned hayride.
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