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Officers of Westerh’s Summer Theatre

1957

Julius E. Rather : : . . g s " President
Robert B. Hensley . . : . . . Vice-President

Marjorie Hanna ; ‘ : : . . Business Manager
Jane Lovell ’ . . g . " . ‘ Secretary
Walter Langsford and Pat Hooper : . DPublic Relations
Russell H. Miller . 5 8 . . Producing Director
Frances Dixon and James B. Jones : . Assistant Directors

Play Reading and Selection: 5 . Pat Hoeoper, Paul Wilder,
' Jane Lovall, Walter Langford, Martha Garnett

Activities Committee: . Robert B. Hensley, Martha Green,

Marjorie Hanna, Joyce Mosley, William E. Hensley




 WESTERN'S SUMMER THEATRE 57 #
—“THE COMPANY"— ;

Edwin R. Booher Ronnie L. Jones
Barbara Burch Walter Langsford
James Elmer Crabtree Jane Lovell
Lou Mae Davis Cecil Mabe
Joan Ditto Shelby Mallory
Frances Dixon Dianne Michael
Loucinda Dixon ' Russell H. Miller
Martha Garnett “  Joyce Mosley
~Harold Grace i Marilyn Murray
Martha Green Shirley Perkins
Jean Haines Julius E. Rather
Marjorie Hanna Jeanetta Scott
Robert B. Hensley Lucille Scott
William E. Hensley Mary Ella Smith
Pat Hooper Richard Smith
Lucile Hughes Ada Waddell
James B. Jones Paul Wilder
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Audience

Approves
Of Play

The first night audience for
Western's Summer Theatre 57 ex-
pressed its approval of “The Night
of January 16'' with a spontaneous
vation as court was dismissed at
the close of the third act.

Russell H., Miller's center smg-‘
ing of Ayn Rand’s m{-lodz-amnl

played to ‘‘standing room only"”
last night and a number of late

comers were turned away. The |

jury AW n  the audience
rendered lts verdict as a climax

to the evening's entertainment. The ‘

fact that the play’s ending is deter-

mined by this verdict adds an |

element of novelly and suspenses
| to the production,

| ““The Night of January 16" will
be presented again tonight at 8 p.

m. Patrons are urged to be prompt |
F

and observe the 8 o’clock curtain
me as seating the audience is
‘c:rfic.uit after “court is in session.

 The addition of new eleciric «fans|

| Van Meter Hall was a weleomed
improvement over last summier,

Joan Ditto, appearing locally for'
the first time in several seasons; i@
l did an outstanding job as Karen'!B

Andre, the woman or
performance was Y balanced
wih inte v and re t. Julius
R. Rather and Edwin Booher as
the opposing attorneys offered in-
teresting character contr

prosecution and defense into the
stretch of the third act. Here a
series of quick rgversals pointed
the finger of guilt in several new
directions.

Lucille Scott, James B. Jones,

Jane Lovell, Cecil Mabe and Bar- |

bara Burch provided the sensa-
tional moments in the dramatic
parade of witnesses, Walter Langs-
ford, Jean Haines, Elmer Crab-
iree, Robert B. Hensley, Lou Mae
Davis and Ronnie L., Jones con-
tributed the exposition and comic
effects to the many-angled plot.

Court personnel, headed by
“Judge’ Paul Wilder, moved ef-
fectively and efficiently about the
business of the trial. From the
moment “‘Clerk’” Joe Harris em-
paneled the jury the audience felt
it was “in court.” Harold Grace,
Jeanetta BScott, Shelby Mallory,
Willlam E. Hensley, Mary Ella
Smith, Marllyn Murry, Martha
Green and Martha Garnett. com-
pleted the court personnel.

Credit for the smooth running|
of “The Night of January 16" goes |

to Frances Dixon, assistan® direct-
or, and Pat Hooper, stage man-
a of the technical staff.

to the arena theatre in Western's |

| sell 1L

5 as |
they very effectively battled for |

—

Roles Assigned
In Western’s Play

TOP ROLES

ductlion o

nmer 1

Kentue

January 16,” have been assigned
to Joan Ditto and Julius E.
Rather, both of Bowling Green,

The Ayn Rand murder-mystery
will be produced arena style hy
Western's drama director, Rus-

ler, in Bowling
Green’s ‘V: er Auditorium.
8 pm. on

ller are Frances
s Jones, hoth
een. Pat Hooper,

Dixor
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Citcuit Court Room Is Scene Tonight’
Of Rotary Sponsored Murder Mystery

The Circuit Court room at the courthouse will be the scene to-

night for the staging of a murder mystery, “The Night of January
16”7, which comes to Franklin from Western State College’s Summer
Theatre production.

Sponsored by the Franklin Rotary Club, the courtroom was chosen
for the staging to add realism to the play which in its arena type
presentation “gets the audience into the act” as they witness the

courtroom battle.
& Fun For All

“The Night of January 16” is a
comedy-drama that offers fun for
all-audience and actors alike—for
unlike most plays its ending is
not fixed. It is determined by the
audience reaction to the case as
built by the opposing attorneys
| and to the conflicting testimony of
the witnesses. This can be known
only when the jury—picked from
the audience—presents its third
act verdict.

The story vaguely suggests the
| life and death of the great Swed-
| ish match king whose mysterious
passing in the early thirties was
tfelt in financial repercussions a-
!1‘0[11!(1 the world.
| The intrideate involvements of
| the case bring into the courtroom
a vivid array of characters as the
attorneys seek to unravel the com-
jplic-utim\,s of the murder mystery.
: Plays To Packed House
J The production, under the direct-
ion of Russell Miller, Western’s
drama director, played to ‘“‘stand-
ing room enly” in Van Meter Audi-
torium in Bowling Green Monday
and Tuesday nights of this week.

Joan Ditto of Bowling Green,
| who plays the defendant on trial
for murder in the play, has dis-
tinguished herself in productions of
the Bowling Green Community
| Players. Ed Boher, graduate stu-
{dent at Western, plays the role of
| defense attorney and Miss Ditte
ias his client, spark the large east
of players.

Curtain Time

Curtain time is 8 p. m. Tickets
will be available throughout today
éat Franklin’s three drug stores or
| may be purchased from any Ro-
tarian or at the door tonight.

Cooperating with the local Rot-
ary Club in its annual program for
raising of funds for various char-
ities, the play is being brought
here for minimum play royalties
and travel expense. All proceeds
willigo to charity.

Miss Joan Ditto
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next Friday night.

January

director.
Cooperating with the local Rot-

Rotary Club Of Franklin Will Sponsor
Murder Mystery At Courthouse Friday

Unusual, yet quite appropriate in its setting, the Franklin Rotary
Club will sponsor the production of a murder-mystery, “The Night
in the Ccircuit Court room of the courthouse here

The play comes to Franklin from Western State College’s Sum-
mer Theatre production and features a cast of outstanding Western
players under the direction of Russell H. Miller, Western’s drama

After playing to packed houses

for each of its performances in
the Van Meter arena, W rn’s |
Summer Theatre’s openi
duction, “The Night of

16,” moves to Franklin fo; a spe-
cial benefit performance on
C night. This presentation
in Ro
nted in

Club and will be prese
t room of the
y Courthouse at 8 p.m.
All proceeds will go to char
“A View £
hur Miller’'s

is driven to (umum'm
U givable sin
own code, is beir
pré sentation as the
the Van Meter
set for Thursday ht
s & ®

“A View from the Bridg®”’ was
a resounding dramatic hit W

it was produced in both New York

and London. Other ()L'Stiildln"
st sses of Pu

play

.1.,ngr

u.l'\j T,‘,e C.Lcm

“s View from the Bridge”
cermns a
a4 web of © tances
resulting from a dm., bed I
mise to. raise an orphaned niece
as his own dai er. Author Mil-

con-
longshoreman caught in

Benefit Performance Of
Play Set For Franklin

Fri- |

Simp- |

pro- |

ary Club in its annual program for
the raising of funds for wvarious
charities to which it contributes,
the play is being brought to Frank-
lin for minimum play royalties and
travel expense. All proceeds will
ro to charity.

By permission of Simpson Fis-
cal Court, the play is to be staged
under actual courtroom conditions
vand standard procedure. The auth-
or, Ayn Rand has written some
fantastic drama into “January 16”
that makes it good and exciting
theatre. The quick reversals that
carry the story from the broadest
comedy to compelling and sus-
pensful melodrama, is said to be
highly entertaining.

Local Jury

Adding local color to the play,
the 12-member jury is to be se-
lected from the
tirial gets underway. Their ver-
dict will determine the play’s end-
ing. As a result, the cast must be
prepared for multiple conclusions
to the production.
| Harold Grace, son of Mr. and
| Mrs. Ora Grace of the Barnes
‘community of Simpson County is
bailiff in the case.

Curtain time is 8 p. m. Tlckets
are available at Moore’s Rexall

audience as thef§

Drugs, Shugart and Hunt Drug
Store and Arnold Drug Co. or may
ke obtained from any Rotarian.
Price of admission is $1 for adults
and 50c for children. Tickets may
be purchased at the door Friday
evening as long as seating is avail-

iable.

WALTER

ler has classic Greek
or com-

the gaps

used the

form, including a chorus
| mentator who
in the narrative.

In the curren

fills in

lter

nt version, Wa
‘Lang.s.t‘m'd plays the comanenia-
is also one
ing charac-
awyer, he
of the frag-
e recounis the event
hero's death.

who in this cas
drama's lea
11»~1tf 1b0' hond

tor,
of the
ters. A

edy ew—*n as
lea up to th

Sadly he tells h > uncle’s
possessiveness towards his nilege

bounds of

has gone beyond the
with-

paternal love and protection
out his realizing if.

Thr» dc :rk\xml«_e*H eventual self-
eshadowed at
when he re-
ar-old niece for
Wavy and being  too
. The girl is distressed by
rimand. She does not un-
it. Her on'e for her un-
her eagerne to please
se her more pam wvhe
love witl your

have ente
legally d taken
gail]
longshoreman’s house. A
honor in the colony of
American waterfront

shelter in the
code of
Italian-
laborers

where the unfortu e family liv-
es, decrees that immigrants who
have slipped by port authorities

ected
]

This longshoreman, essentially
a decent man who is undone by
blind passion and self-ignorance,
is portrayed by Julius E. Rather.
Jane Lovell 1 have the role of
his fiercely loj 'a] and loving niece,
Joe Harris will appear as her en-
v naive fiance, Cecil Mabe
vengeful older brother, and
Pqt Hooper as the longshoreman’s
anxious and courageous wife.

“p View from the Bridge” 1Iis
being directed by Russell H. Mil-|
ler, assisted Frances Dixon |
and Lou Mae D“\ S.

be prot

must

- L
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PARK ROW
PARAGRAPHS

“Plasmatic” Play;
A Drama For BG? b
By BOB DICKEY T &

It took not only “sweat and tears” to achieve
a successful summer theatre program, but a cord-
to Russell Miller, Western drama chie 100k

a little blood to finally turn the trick.

™ - 3

A week ago in the final ‘“‘death scene' of Arthur
’\Iw”nx s “A View From the Bri dge’ blood was actual-
protagonists grappled for a switch-blade

> {0 the tradition of the theatr

and Rather took his curtain cnl} on .sr:nedu:e
hasty first aid.

“It was a realistic play,” quipped director Mil-
Ter.

Miller added that this summer session was 2
great success. “We made money and had to t,ur_p
people away from our two produchmw" said

"I‘.\ X : did a o‘mm'_fm stand of

Nigl I

1 overflow

house in F

Not one to rest on his large accumulation of
favorable reviews, Miller is currently engaged in
an ambitious project which might someday result
in a regional drama here based on the hisjory and
folklore of the Bowling (_vrﬁer-\mr:*n oth Cave region.

he first draft of Miller’s play, “Giants Lie &

2 been completed, M " says
based on the ac 1
from 1803 to 1947,
eas behind ti
have been accepted by Comwo
ler s he intends to begin re
en his teaching and directing duties permit.

Other regional dramas of epic proportions, es-
pecially those of Paul Greene in North Carolina and

Berea, Ky. have gained wide fame and are

ed as prime tourist atiractions.

Some of Greene's best known efforts, presented

inst the wide, w “screen” of the outdoors are

Colony” at Manteo, N. C., “Unto These

1s” at Cherokee, N, C. and of course, e Wil-
dcrne&s Road” at Berea,

onal drama project is Miller's figal

before recenmg his doctors degree # "égu&.

A - b
We can o.n:r > what a fine ;w.Lr:';Luﬁg@ el
dition such z d‘ ama would be to thed loeal

scene and at the same time wish Miller the best of lick
with his labors.
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PARAGRAPHS

Drama Boosts
Tourist Income

By RAY GAINES

that a symphonlc drama such as that
for the grounds of My Old EKentucky
of considerable economic benefit to the
which it is staged is seen in the experience

Berea, of course, is the town in which “Wilderness
oad,” the symphonic drama by Paul Green, is being
staged this summer for the third season.
] before Berea College i
ama the town played host to a
. The next year, the fi 7
Road,” Berea had ten
I ank clearings increa
s, a not inconsequential sum
a community of that size.

Boone Tavern, one of Kentucky's famous hostel-
5, turned a profit for the first time the fir
year of the production. And Berea College, which
sponsored the symphoniec drama, got so much pub-

that it received a $150,000 donation as a result
the first season of the attraction.
¥ % ®
A similar production based on the life of Stephen
Collins Foster has just been ‘proposed for My 0ld
Kentucky Home state shrine. The theme seems.to
be a natur ; e
But Ken
that 1}
1ce, story with
cave country
and 4 i tor speech
at 'S s done some
workieon | such -
Fhe.: cave untry
stafe yisit t unfortunatel
spend g day or two in this area
Stag of a successful symp
where in this area would 1
of them by another 24 hours an
to the section’s income from touri
The summer fare on television has just received
a good panning by a colum i1 Lexington
Leader, which we think is worth repeating here.
“I expect to have a million friends in the near
future because I've hit upon an idea to ake a
1 " wrote the anonymous authdr of
e column in the Leader several days
go.- ““The 28 isn't actly new because it came
from- tel 1. Notwithstanding, expect to put
this idea to work with newspapers and grow rich.
The plan i his: During the r X

winter
each d
that the pu
member read could be ;

“You can what this would be for
the newspaper in fees paid the service which furnishes
the comics to wuse; to the stereotype depart-
ment which ‘casts’ the comies so they can be
printed and to all the people who handle ik omics
in between. And the people’ would be better served
because you folks, having read the comics once
before, wouldn’t have to concentrate too hard, The
idea probably could be expanded to include the edi-
torial page on days when editorials appear on gen-
eral topics. erhs even some advertising could
be looped he scheme., And maybe news and
features.

“If the plan works well enough
son why the publi A not acce] t
be expanded to take in all sor things—preachers
could preaCll’ old sermons, t i s could
giveold igctuz'(-«. photographers supply old
pictures and employers could hand out canceled
checks.”
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"Summer Theaire
.Group Plans
Nashville Visit

Western’s Summer Theatre will
sponsor its first field trip for mem-
bers and guests on Saturday aft-|
ernoon. This trip in the form of an
expedition to Nshville is a “double
feature.”

In the afiencon the party will|
be guests of WSM-Radio- TV fo
observe the rehea and broad- |
casting techinques employed in |
televising a program of local ori—;
gin, “Pride of the Volunteer State.

After the trip through the tele-
vision gtudio in e afternoon,
the group will at the opening
presentation of ¢ Nashville Cir-|
cle Theatre for t summer, The|
play chosen is Andre, Roussin’s
popular: French farce, “Nina.’”’

This will provide an opportunity |
to observe and iy the staging |
and playing techniques of the arena
style production. The summer pro-
dutions of the Western group em-
ploy this type of staging.

Western’s company opens i
summer season on July 15 with i
in-the-round production of Ayn
Rand’s all-time favorite murder
mystery, “The Nigl of January
16,”" starring local collegians Joan
Ditto and Julius E. Rather, in a
large cast including Ed Booher,
Jane Lovell, Lucille Scott, James
B. Jones, Cecil Mabe and Walter
I.ongsford. The following week the
company will present Arthur Mil-
ler's dramatic smash, “A View
from the Bridge,” seen on Broad-
way last season.

ts
£

|
|
Productions of Western’s Summer |
Theatre are under the direction of |
Russell H. Miller, Frances Dixon
gnd  James B. Jones. Pat Hooper
8" production mar r for SfThe
Night of January 16.
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