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A BEETCH
Of the Skiles, the Underwoods,
the YeBlroys, ete, written for

the Lonigville Timos.

by

Jedeiit A0
Ilons Henry Bemilton Skiles

In the Unlted Stater it is the breach rather than the obsovvance rhere
property desconds {rom father to the sons In the Stete of Keontueky this
is copecially trues The pseple as a poople are varm=heerted, inmmaleive and
genorouss They live well end keop Yopon housc™ the yeer eround for thelr
frionda. Thoy never covnd tho costes Vhile it lests all arc exportad to
enjoy ite And, as a conmoguence, vhen the domande of the "bubehor, tho helker
and She cawlestiolr maker' arc mede, segbabos often dwlndle to nect the legal
ro-uirenents in the cace. Only now end then do we soo a le manapgenent and
direretion go hand in hand, 3nﬁrﬁhc levr of inberitanc rewnlins as Jorcible
throuwsh pencratlons oz thebt of vanvoldeble onteillment.

A spreisl eose 1n poiat is."Rich Pond Grove", the remestead of Uonry
faedlton “diles, the place of hile blrth, and ﬂescand@d to hiw throurh his
fatier, Uilliam 1. Skllese It is siiuetod in Varren County, Xy., exd is

ae woll bnowm bo the denizens of Vprron es the county soeb.

serron County 1s s eplendld counbty to live ine The poople ero tubelli-

pent, progretcive mnd a plrlug. The ley of tho lend is undulabing, the soil
fortile and produstive, the wabter cspoclally T'ine sad hoelth-giv oi. The

sxports ere prolific and of thel cherector of production for - ieh Fentucky

ig Pamous - bobneco, wheat, corn ond porie




-2-

The counbty wos nomed in honor of lene Joserh Varren, Tele, a whyslelan
of note, a petrict, = orovor, e soliticlen and a soldiere The @unler Hi1ll

)

“onwment occupies the 5&%6 vivare hoe fqll‘- the irgt Cenerel on tlie American
side of the - trugle Lo lose bls 1if'e for libasrtye He wos o of the praandest
n flenrs of the Revolublon, sccond to nono hﬁt the immortel Veshlngton.  fAnd
from his rreve, ss it vere, hove sprang tho tmncrtelles of BOHium that must

forever bloom imperishenly tn the hoorss of the Amerlean people, ovon os the

Fx

soarg rlow in the nndimned splendor at the genlthsy for sueh orstors wsn VWebsler,

Hverebt and tho Abbobts bave wovon tholr lmnortellos of womory tato fodelens
wropthy of sloguonce thet eamnrot dic while the Repuitlic wdurcs. The pride
o names hes resolved Lteesl? into the hearts of the ooo:lo of Ve ren and has

-

ridnd in mering 1% one of the nolest comties in the Stete. 1t btesorer

1 [

Pegn the chosen home of the inderveod, tho Yeflroy and the Skilos Tamilios,

Lhen which thoro are ponn wmors honoereble, rifted and dleblnguishaed in

hnoricsg.

F11liem He tles, the Tether of the subjoct of this bieprephical

vas born in Yopchlend Coumby, Ve. in L7009 1o wes tho con of Williew “ilos,
a nablve of Virginia.
The Stiles family oripinelly ceme from Copenhizpen, Donmerk, Thet wes
E. . 4

gome bwo tmndrod verrs ppos  Thoy élvided into two sotitlemente ~ one verb

in Fenasylvesnis ond one In Virginiae

Witliem e Skiles 1ee brousht to Ronbuely whon guito s echilde  iis

aduecction vas rocolved in Henbuely end Vi inled be asgulrsd by inherltance,

sup Lommbad by porsonel industey, v Pine farn of @iloeasdlc land in Yarren

covnty, on vhich ho lived, end iy wiich ho pecpsuletod e lorpo Torbuies e




wag e onan ol willeapsing iaductry, of sunerb wmonbal ebteimments, of roasviable

ori-inelity and dlstinetive charactors His acumon, vhaon wel hing hunman neture

“inite varlety of jost and

in the balenee, woe lnstoabenvous snd oerring his i
reperbeo, mnd his converasticnal powrrs, wore wasurpesaods It was tho atiie
sall of superior Intelloetuelity which to this ey fills tho nel bborhood in
which he lived with cheorvalions end wittlelems thet havo oublived thelr authors
e mother of ¥Aenry e Sklles wos Nige Loey A Underwood, o daupbuer of

John Underwond, and a aister of Judge Jopopl R oand flon, Gerren L. Underwood.

Tha lady ven oo femous for hor greco, bewoby, ond slepmnes ag hor brotheres woro dige

culsheod Jopr thelr abiliby ond dirnity of ahrnreetore
Judgo Joseph Be Underwnod represcunbod his county in the Legiceleture for

g In the Unitod

o

teelvo yeorse s wan Speslicr of Che Housep sorvec elpht v

)

Stotos Conpres-y o yesrs i the Tnlted Stetes Sometba, snd for sevn

werrn hoowal Judge of the Ap cllate Court of EKontuolkyrs

Hone Yovren Le ndorvosd wee a v of the Unitod Statos Consress {or

four yosre, sod Tor several other yoors he vos Anoricun bonsul to Booblend,
Joln Undorvood, the fethor of Zrs. Sidles, ves o nelive of Gooehlend

county, Ye., and oy any yesrs e was o menber o Ue Viepinde Leplslaturc,

1

To be bthis nowedeys hen | rown ho be sn empby honors  Bub &

it puch puhlic pogi-

Lions v opro aded by the govorelgn poosle only se s recopnitlon due o abllity

el sunerior werite
The father of Jobhn fmadervosd, wne Those Ad Underwood, o netive of Danover
gowrty, Va. - & man of promissnce in the Rovolstlonary vepy = 4 Coloscl ln Viegh-

inptonts ermy, and Jor meny yeore o nesber of the Houwse of Burgecses. e ves Sho

A e Thomes Tndereood, vhe came to Vireinla Srom Zv land in 188

Lo sottlod noer Wielhmond cnd posos ¢ culte g Tortume. O wes evor a man of




sraglinence in hls edopted Bletc.

n o rero doores bon dnberited

Lienyey 5 thos: qualitice thet

mericod the dletinetive lndividunlity of his sncogtyy on both sldes of bils

housees  From hie Tathoer Lo inherited sterling wanhood; cleny percepbive fweultics,
guick wit, = keon sones of the ridleulous (which meles ldim one of tre wost
entoertaining smud cﬂmnuﬁionable of o), end e spleadid physigue.

From his cothoer ecome e high type of intellectuslity, s love of the boputiful,
the tru&, the rosdy a rieh vein of poesy, and an casy snd recoful {lueney of
apaeceha

ey Okiles rereived ks ecrly cducstion 1n the rowrtry schools in the
nelrhborhood of his Tabt!-r's residenco.

But this wroccdure of ncnobal ettalnmont did not selicly his copird:

ahnd, remarioble even mb thel cerly agé, e wmonotony ineldent to life on a
farm polled on his soul, and, Tindiap ao werked opposition abt home, to his
desire to chmnhe the course of bis destiny, while yet e youth he left bhis secred
preeinets, end colns to Bowling Orcen ho obtained e placs to write in the County

and Clreult Clerks'! offlce. iore he conblaued his labora “or two yeors. ull

=

of antd

tion, clowing with the sepirisng erdoy of yo:th, he Pelt thet somevhore

i

i bhe world there wma s nlehe thet he wes ereated to f111. Desiring to porfoet
his oducation, he Left the Clork's office snd wos sent to Hopkiusvillo, Xy,
whoere {for soveral torme ho preosecuted hils studles with conseloticus vigor, o=
quiring e firet cless Unglish Bduceitlon.

%

In 1065 ho metrieulated 1o Lorverd University, Cembridee, “ern., Gook
!

the eabire luow oourse pad pradueted with hipgh honor Lo 1800,

Affor his roburn (rom Horverd he boegan the practice of his orofoscion

in Jowling Groen, sopoclicrted with Capte W testorn, oue of the worl telented roung

man in Foeabuely.




Lbout thet tiwme the Ransas Mever of omlrrebion selzed an the hesrto of

the peoplo everye

sy snd young Skiles, with s koeon foresipht tiet »zuld

t

a Ltrip to Ranenc

bave done crodit to en older and more worldly head, to
City, in wiloh pleee he investod e Fow hundred deollers, vhich proved s voritoble
P 3 1 ] i

rold find, Yor thebt lnvostment now conebitubes a rood vart of hlz Jorbunes

Alter this be wse ofbten in the vine full of ggeeulovive telont

A

whieh smountoed elmost o he vadorbocis

h
oot
T

=5

fatlcd in aothi

e bad meoy thrilllng ezpordonces vith Indiens end bordor rufﬁlaﬁ&, pid
vhen e roaburasd to his patlive 3er*wr he wes nono thoe wvorse of'f' for Lig sexbonde
Imowledre of his {ollovingi.

In 1862 he combined with the practice of his profeseion The cerupantion

of an editore In that veer be surchoead tho Uesette, snd vabil the destruction

+ s

of Blz prinding office v fire in 1832, he eonducted his litorary vonturo with
gbility end urilliance. The #ire ras sceidontel, having boon coused by the
Fodersl aoldicrs occupying the offies as a shelter from the bitinpg eold on the

nisht after the Confedorsbes had evecuebed fowlivs Greend

5

o

Purlng the ver, Filos wos a "Union men," ., he wes oppoved to

sceossion, beesuse in its adoption e could sce only wee and dlppetnr vor the
Sovth snd the lrtorects of the entlree Unione be ovoosed, however, evory Ree
mrblicen enoroachaent on eonstitutionel ripghte with equeal Yorvors Le wag, sg he
ig bo-day, ab all times, e comglistent, brue, consciontious Democrsl - mn honor
to niocoll oud fils perbye

In 1F05 ho won elecbed County Attorneye Ho served a term of four yoors.

d

by n owrosceubor Lo vas able, foerlecs e A rere conbinetion of

cherocteristiocs 1n bhe turbulont ecndition of effairs ineldont to Bl wnr.




i

In 1080 he revived ond nes'n cdited e ozottos 10 wen surlin: thils
Hime in nlo corccr that Ceorpe te fpentlee veonmo bin clove friond. 4 s a

PR

gubjeet of pride on the sare of fre Skiles bo recur Lo this contlo Crlondshin,

whogo aonery survlves the on o craves Lis fldelity Lo tle gront
apnts memory 1s bub one of hig neny stbractive qualitios, and ble rominie-
coneon, in which L Prontlee ven mssoclated, ero not Uioe loast s joyrile Lo
his vkesent esnversetionse

Hre Skilos vne oillettentolsh in 1ight litoraturc. His vorses are, seny of
thes, sheeped with the immistokeble praius of the true poets lony gems fronm

»

the storshouso of his fancy sre still to be soon in tho oxchenpese lis proso is

at ones vicorous and ornetos  Bub throurh ell his Literary work rims viglbly the
i i b b
Pine silvor lino of ooy, LUis poems are usuelly thoe ercptlons of lmpelac, as

thoe Tollovin - ebbeghs -~ 1% bavine boon inspired by the sipht o o pretty ;irl

at vosperse Lh Ls ealled:

S &
%

Hmbodied hor ns Uroyura.

She soomed e wendoriag splrit cone

From off' hor Pleisd v1ipht
And Bringioapg Prom hor Lenvenly bome
The solt, supornnl 1iht
Vit lovy that io thoro

“het wabber conld it be to vo

Thot she war oled in Fashion's pulso?
tomy coul not ia reverie
Brheld the engel in hor eyos?

The sureols rouvnd her brow?

Her pardted lips ovbaled p slph
Swooel ss the rosc's breath
Whon, thrillispg Yneath the sunts pled aye,
“ho vursts from her preon silion sheath
fnd tho {lowers boffore hor Love




Bhe soomed ynob to Tave fold the  talut
Upr Lonel of earthly carc.
Sub, sllent ws o s veb-rromed saln
Contlauved. tnoclineg thore, '
Aboorbod 10 holy tlought.

-

¥

md yet an wrrow Lind Loon sent -
& pwllt unerrlan dartd
hnd the cruel bert itc power hod opont
o plerelng ey younr hesrt,
And Orial the blood hed ceaplit.

Thies I tmew Ly the wmourning cerk,
iy R R T Lo e Fay b
et wroapt hor felinos. Tound,

And crepy vall with jst bleck herb
o bold ilts dusk folds dowm

Fron her sorrov=shed 4 facoy

ilackeroind, I sew hap Losom swell
A Thoush with fecling blont,
“hile from the sacred altar foll
The promises "If yo bub renong
Ye shall recoive 0ll gracc.”

I looked upon the malden there,
So pure and undenied,
Feoipralne to her Sevicur¥s corc
sridance 1lke a ohild
Por whole hoprt's Ll toer sprief.

And Lemzoed o rouse me from the dreams
217G,

In vwmicel 1 wallad ¢

Aspirliy nUill to neblor
i

o purer Palth - o stendfred beard
Apd holier belief.

or wae hushad
The welldw mosle venled;
The altar licktz, snd the
Gow briitlience ssemed z
And cencor Tires burned- lows,

And yeb I Hiagored with o preyor
unpreyed within oy heort,
Te thet [air meiden ineeling thore,
Hap fracrest lins apert -
I linpored, loeth to ro.

Hlost belnp of a purer lifht,
I longed to bresthe to von
A owleh = g hose - g Boulls papplie,
That when Dol thou dldet wvoo '
Thou wouldet romeabor moe




fnd 18, albolt from e fer,

The houvr wore known Go soul of wine,
I'd sura, eo oligzein Yo bis sbar,
prayo“ with thine
Tulic l-L'”'.

And hlend
In puro

it
L

Im fupnst, L0489, Ure Giles was clected by s lorge meiority o mosbhor

el his eonstituendn

of tho House of Heprosantebives. In this cavecity b

f'or two sesciong.

.3,

o wes engeeed in the nanegament of his repldlye

Subseguently, wrbil 18

b
%)

gecusuiabinge usiness, for o he preduelly sbondone! the pracbies of hig profosc

26 and spoculstionse

rhern Invseim

devobinge blmenll centlrely o

In 197% he was elocbod Prom the “loventh dirtriet to the Senete, in

rolitle ho served wlth dletinetion to himeelf end sabis{ootion to his

b

constituents for o borm ol four yearss

A ro~cloction wer tendeved bim, but the pres. of privete eifaeirs forbaece
tla eontblovance v ovublio 1ife.

Ap an 1liustraticn of hils ready wit, guick percepbtion end forbtility of
regource, the Sollowlng incldont ls net dnapsropristeo.

Tobiert Je Valker was aprolnted Governor of Fensas, snd vpa alresdy

cwpactoed Lo step Tor eehile at

on bleg vewngs v the Hissowrl river, hw

Uyandobbe, et vhich poinbk the poople proncscd Lo meot bim vith v woleoming cddress

ebing him, althou

reg et the vhers also for the purposo of
ton, ves s ebran-or to slavst ovory one.

Piloally the sbommor sope red end vas seecbed with w114 enthusiestic huszahs.

=

dut sust before the i

sost landed ©

the wharl-ont wee erowles with pooples

of vindg, end the raln fell in terrentse  The wnorpooted

: oon the voleome sede weany e orlous {eess o thoe

Maapor™ slesecd by the

erovie wWhen the cost laodod 1€ sms oot e womownbt wnabil 1t ves of) apein stoaming




e

alonp its destined courso.

The oditor of the lyendotbte paper (Whio hnew Vr. Skile norconelly) wns oxe
poctad Lo dellver the addrona o the occoslone e hed elresdy prenarec 1t Indeed ~
it wes "sot up® for publicebion. As the steamboat pushed ofl e was la despalir,
Lor the Yovornor had not arriveds

Hepponing to be nosr Ir. Skiles, he asked bim in e subducd volce whet

he wes Lo do, briofly ~xzplelaing Lie dilemna.

el
j=v

Fertilo in resources, re Skiles appr@cintad the sltuation, and seid in
g ontrenons voles that YWeller wes a sbrenger to the crowd, and so he wes, and if
1t would be any Pavor Lo the editor that he would persomste tho Govoraor - thob
ho wes confident in the reln end the confusion it ves not lmowm 1 Walker hed or

wad nor arrived, aid thore woo no danrer ol debeotlons Lovas o bold prepositlon,

but 1t soened a cepitul ono bo the editore They waramly choo™ hends. ASfter

virieh cordial proc-dure tho newspeper san delivered ke welcowing nddress in the
most eprwoved style to the eotlng Covernor of Yanssse At tho sroper noment Shiles,
with en impromptu eloguence, refpmdod, thanking nim for the kindly receptlon, and

prozising to do all ha could Por the edvencomont and developnent of the infant
Hota.

The secheme proved a puccess. The Governor wes introduced to e low pﬂfaonﬂ.
Lo soon, howevor, eseepod from tho orowd end dise jcared on Lhe newt boate

Tise net day everybhlng wes 17 the poper - speechos and nlle and overybody
was hanpye

To this duy “re Skiles to wawy of tho older citlueas off Wymndotle, is
"Tavarnore®

The ineident is charechoristle of the wen. Yo 1s full of dash and hucore

Hle l1ife D es Loon sn evontful ono.

e 1g 8tlill n bushelor.
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