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Arnold builds 
onMcNeal, 
fresh roster 
By ERIC WOEHL ER 

About this time last year, Coact, 
Murray Arnold was one of the fe 
unfamiliar names on Western 
roster. 

MEN'S 
BASKETBALL 

I 

The portly coach was preparing for 
his fir st season on the Hill after 
taking over for the departed Clem 
Haskins. 

Seniors Kannard Johnson, 
Clarence Martin. Bryan Asberry and 
Telli s Frank had muscled around the 
Diddle Arena baselines for three 
seasons. 

16 Herald , November 12, 1987 

Depth a problem at guard, 
but frontline well-supplied 
Continued from Page 13 

Tandreia Green, is a vear older and wiser. The 
6-0 Washington, D.C., sophomore has been 
moved to the swing position to make room for 
Mann's arrival. The switch will be a plus for 
Green, who can now utilize her quickness at 
guard and forward while displaying more of 
her talents, such as a 20-foot jumpshot. 

" l really like it now," Green said. " I 've 
always been accustomed to playing more than 
one position . Last year I played mostly near the 
basket." 

then I think we'll do well ," Sanderford said. 
" Debbie has played well for us. She's knows 
her limitations and handles them well. Their 
play will be the key." 

The play of junior guard Susie Starks will 
also be critical for Western·s backcourt to 
come around. When she arrived from Scott
sville in 1985, many thought she would become 
one of the Sun Belt 's best performers. 

" I think she could be the key to our team," 
Sanderford said. "She's probably our best 
athlete. We hope that one day she will realize 
her potential " 

If Starks comes around. a lot of Western·s 
questions will be answered. 

Backcourters Kurk Lee. James 
McNary. Ray Swogger and Brett' 
McNeal had become recognizabl 
blurs. running the lloor for the Hi ll. 
toppers. 

The switch also opens room for 6-2 Michelle 
Clark or Traci Patton to join Mann on the front 
line. Patton, a Nashville senior, will get the 
initi al nod over Clark because of her experi
ence. Sanderford, however. might play Clark, 
Patton and Mann on the front line. 

"That 's a very good possibility," Sanderford 
said. " We will probably use that combination a 
lot this season." 

Western's guard troubles probably would 
have been solved if Oldham County High School 
product Nancy Crutcher hadn't injured her 
knee or Kelly Cook not been ruled ineligible 
because oflow college entrance exam scores. 

" They both could have made solid con
tributions to our team this year," Sanderford 
said. " But at least I know that I have two blue 
chippers sitting on the bench for next season." 

But wi th graduation. dismissals. 
transfers and quittings taking a toll 
- the roster is littl e more than a 
laundry li st ofpuzzlmg names a year 
later. 

Terry Birdsong? Paul Brown? 
Durey Cadwell ' Colin Peets? Rod
ney Ross? Anthony Smith? Brad 
Smith? Todd Ziegler? 

Not exactly common names 
around Hill topper households. 

Maybe not, but Arnold says that 
doesn't mean Western is ready to 
write off this season as a rebuilding 
one. 

" I think it 's a transiti on year," he 
said. "We·re reall y having to work 
hard to get ready. But the attitude 

Continued from Page 13 

and effort are cerrcunly things that 
we·ve been happy with.·· 

The second-year coach will get 
his fir st chance to see his new team 
against hostile competition Satur
day when Western faces the Fort 
H~d Tankers in an exhibition al 
7:30p.m. in Diddle Arena. 

Arnold will have a couple of 
less-than-mysterious men as a 
foundation for this team - the most 
formidable of whom is 6-3 guard 
Brett McNeal. 

" Brett is a proven player . and 
certainly someone we can build 
around: · Arnold " He leads by ex
ample. He plays hard. and he·s a 
good person He certainly makes 
the job of coaching a lot easier ... 

The Minneapol is junior chipped 
in 15.5 points a game last year -
second best on the Topper squad 
and seventh in the Sun Belt Con
ference. 

Also returning is 6-7 ·unior for-

But just as depth is a strength in the front
cour t , a lack of it is the biggest problem in the 
backcourt. Brigette Combs and Debbie 
O'Connell have yet to establish the consistency 
Sander ford is used to. 

" lfwe can get our guard position to play well , 

In the meantime, Sanderford will have to 
groom either 5-11 j unior coll ege transfer 
Wendy Milner or 5-9 freshman Kelly Smith for 
key reli ef duty . 

ward Steve Mill er redshirted last sophomore Roland Shelton are the 
season because of an injury. He and only returnees. Junior college 
senior Fred Tisdale are the only transfers Brown and Caldwell and 
forwards wi th experience in a Hill - freshman Birdsong will also play 
topper uniform. guard. 

Tisdale. a Russellville native. Thingshavechanged. 
was runner-up to Miller for Ken- Last year at this time. talk was 
lucky Mr. Basketball honors in that the Hillt oppers would roll 
1984. through the Sun Belt Conference 

Also competing for playing time and far into the National Collegiate 
at forward will be 6-8 sophomore Athletic Association tournament. 
and former -Fort Hood Tanker That talk was partiall y justified. 
Anthony Smith. 6-8 sophomore Western grabbed the regular
Rodney Ross and 6-6 junior college season league title and advanced to 
transfer Brad Smith. the second round of the NCAA tour-

Ziegler . a 6-7 junior who trans- ney before bowing to eventual 
ferred from Kentucky. will be eli - runner-up Syracuse and closing the 
gible at the end of the semester . season at 29-9. 

The only true center on the learn There·s no such chatter this year. 
is Peets. a 6-8 junior . But Arnold At the Sun Belt meetings in Al -
said the lack ofdeplh in the middle lanta this week, the Tops were 
doesn·t worry him. because West- picked to fini sh in the middle of the 
ern will often play with a three- eight-team league. 
guard offense. '" We basicall y play "We've got the kind of team that 
three out and two in. so we should be will play hard." Arnold said , ··and 
all right, .. he said. may progress to be more com-

In the backcourt. McNeal and~ etitive as the year goes on..:::__ �~� 

ALL FRESHMAN TEAM 

Terri Mann -- Western Kentucky 
Karen Deden -- Washington 
Kris Durham -- Tennessee 
Barbara Bolden -- Vanderbilt 
Sharon Manninn -- NC ~t::itP 

Arrival of 
Mann marks 
change of era 
By JULIUS KEY 

A changing of the guard has oc
curred in Coach Paul Sanderford's 
camp. 

WOMEN'S 
BASKETBALL 

Gone is Al l-Amer ican Clemette 
ll askins· leadership. along with her 
16 points and fi ve assists per game. 

But Terri Mann has arrived from 
San Diego. ll ailed as '" Baby Moses." 
as in the Natior~ Basketball As
sociation star Malone. she brings a 32 
points-per-game average along with 
plenty of bulk on her 6-2. 185-pound 
fr ame Mann·s accolades include 
being named USA Today·s best fe
male high school athlete of last year 

.. Mann is going to be a great player 
if I' ve got anyth111g to say about it. ·· 
Sanderford said ·· But right now she 
just has a lot of potential You do1n 
replac.:e a seasoned veteran with a 
freshman · 

Freshman or not. Mann has the 
makings to become one of the top 
players in the country her fir st year . 
Against the Soviet National Team 
Sunday. Mann scored 16 fi rst-half 
points while givi ng Western a 
glimpse of what's to come 

Soviet coach Leniod Yachmenen 
marveled at her potential . 

··She has excellent physical condi
tion," Yachmenen said through an 
interpreter . " She's not so experi 
enced. but she has great potential ... 

Last year 's fr eshman phenom. 



r 

RESERVE CHAIR 
SEC:SCU ROW SEAT 
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NOV. 8 ,1987 
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EXHIBITION 
BASKETBALL 
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