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Af Ill CA 
S ·1 C·I LY 
ITALY 



0 VER wadies and wastes of North Africa, the unnamed 
hills of Sicily, and the bletik mountains of Italy, 

All_ied soldier; made history in the MedilerTanean cam­
pi!tgns. They fcught over r~ds the Romans built; across 
batllefields of long ago; through ancient ruins -11nd modern 
cili~s; -11cros; endless ridges and through du~ty or flood­
swept V'5lleys. They took the best the Germans had, and 
advanced alm05t 3,000 miles--frc,m El Alamein llnd Casa­
blanca to the Brenner Pass. 

This is their story-of Arabs an;d Indians; truck drivers 
and tail gunners; K-rations and trench feet; endurance end 
courage; the Anzjo Expres~ end Hill 609. 

To tho!e who _,e killed in action, this book is 
dedicated. 



I . 

Mea got 11•1w1 .. la• .....,. • WN • ...... ..,,., ••• uup■la; .............. 

.. Ht ..., .... ..... GaMaM llad to be llllodled off willt 
••••• • ...,.._ la Ne ·el lb lercest 3gllll of die w. 

TNb and tnt.nfry!MII tffffled togetller to flush the last sltlpers out of lizerte . 

D-DAY 
IN the bare country of Tunisia where frees and brush are scarce and the 

rocky slopes steepen at lime, info cliffs, American soldiers first learned 
about the Krauts and how to beat them. 

These . men, forerunners of the great armies that were to fight in Sicily, 
and Germany, learned their lessons on the beaches of Ca;ablanca, Oran 
and Algiers and in defeats at Kas~erine Pass and Fondoult. They fcok a 
post-graduate course in the mountain; from Sedjenane sfalion to Medjez 
el Bab and emerged lo help knock the Nazis out of Africa. . 

D-day was OIOO 8 November, 1942. It was but the first of many D-days_ 
before the mission in the Mediterranean would be accomplished . 

What these -.n leanted the ha,d way saved llwes in Sicily, Italy and France. 



THE African landings were limed with the Eighth 
Army assault at El Alamein, and came a week 

after the veteran British divisions had scored one of 
the war's most decisive victories. _ 

After securing all Morocco and Algeria within three 
days, the American and British forces drove east for 
Tunis and Bizerfe. They were stopped less than 50 
miles from the two great ports, and the campaign 
lasted five months more through a rainy winter and 
mimy bitter engagements. 

For the final drive II Corps moved secretly 200 miles 
from El Guettar and .sI.1_ddenly .p.opped up on the north 
flank. The attack began 23 April and on 8 May ele­
ments of the 9th and 1st Armored divisions entered 
Bizerte. Five days later the war wa.; over in Africa. 

In that drive American troops won lheir first great 
victories of lhe Europe1m war - the 34th at Hill 609 
and • Eddekhila; the 1st. Armored in the breakthrough 
fro1T4 Mateur; the 9th al Jefna; and the 1st al Hill 523. 
and Mateur. They had taken the fir!-1 long , tep on 
the road to final victory. 
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Ar•b kids knew the score on getting ubon.-bon", dgareJta, 
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SteJlpillg Stone 
~O EIJBOPE 

C IOL Y was the scene of sharp and stubborn fighting. 
vtong ......_ and st..p hills. The doughboys had • 
battle on thttir hands and blisten on their ..... 

The 1st, 3rd. 45th, 2nd Armored •nd the R.ngen hit the 
Southern Sicilian coast at al 0245 19 July. Man of the 
82nd Airbome division ,were dro~ behind the. beeches. 

One of the toughest bettles of the campaign - fought 
on lhe beech at ~ where the 1st division, backed by 
the l'IWY, ·stood off SO inedium •nd heavy tanks ol the 
Her.nann Goering Panzer l?ivision. After the beeches were 
secure the 2nd Armored and the 3rd divisions sleshecf 
IICl'OSS the island with amazing rapidity. ' 

With the island cut in half, the end was inevitable. By 
• series of leap-frog maneuvers along the coast and fron­
lel attadcs through th• mountaim, the Germens - sludily 
foN:ed to gh,e ground. 

When patrols of the 3rd and 45th enfwecJ Messine-
17 August, Sicity w•• compl....-, ours. On the road to MesslM. ~ca so1c11e,s Prestclent Roosewelt Yislted- Siclly ..._ lh4t caap1lp was Offf 

got their lint look at historic ML Elna. { He Is •- here presenll.Dg the DSC ·to U. w. W. I ..... 

. 
~--...;;....;.. ____________ ,...... _____ °'? f:h• belch at Gefa. shore e119lneers. MP"s, doqltboys, and sailon worked under •re to get the equipment Inland. 



thtge qllNtifies of Sllpplies were landed. 

THE 36th and 45th 
division. and the 

British 10th Corps punched the lint 
wedge into Hitler's Fortress Europe near 
Faestum on the Gulf of Salemo. 

H--hour, D-day was 0330, 9 Septem­
ber 1943. A voice blared out in English 
over a loudspeakeer apparently from 
the randing-area: 

•• Come on in ,and give up." The 
Krllufs were waiting. 

It tcolc seven critical days to secure 
the beachhead. But the naivy, airforces, 
and men on the beache,; beat off the 
full weight of every German counter­
attack. 

The Eighth army landed at the toe 
,,nd instep of the ~t S September. • 
When patrols of the Fifth and Eighth 
linked up 16 September, the Gennans 
had begun to refreat. Naples fell 
1 October. By 6 October Fifth army 
l rocps were at the south bank of the 
Volfumo river. They had 1:aittued their 
way 48 miles in 27 days. 

Reillforceaeals kepi <Ollllng. 



PROGRESS BY YARDS 
THE Gem.en retreat was bitter and deliberal£. They used every 

Irick in the book to delay our <!ldvance as they pull.ed back. 
The 3rd, 34th, and 45th divisions forced the first crossing al 

the Voltumo river on the night of 12/ 13 October. The weather 
was cold and rainy, the water chest deep and the current swift. 

Mountain by mountain in rain and mud, grim battles were 
fougf at Mignano, Venafro, Mt. Camino, Mt. Sammucro, San Pietro, 
San Vittore, Mt. Porchia, and Cervaro. Progres~ was made, but 
it wa.; measured in yards: Casualties were heavy on both sides. 

Finally, on 15 January 1944, men of the 34th division took 
Mt. Trocchio. Below, across the flat Rapido valley, lay the gray, 
undamaged . buildings of a· town called Cassino. 

There was always "one more hill." 

.., - · - ~ 
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Volturnc> ..,. crone, brtdgect 11ne ..._ 

CP - wh.....,er the CO sat down; 



THEY. 
STOPPED US 
AT -GASSIN.O 

" 

I T took four full-scale attacks and four months to 
capture Cassino, strongest point in the enemy's 

Gustav line. The 36th division made the first bid by 
cros.ing the narrow Rapido river, south of the town. 
This action became known as " The Bettle of Gut..." 
When ii was over, the 36th had lost heavily and was 
forced back to where ii started from. 

four day51 later the 34th d ivision crossed the river 
north of Cas,ino and stormed the hills overlooking 
the town. Through minefields and against deeply 
entrenched paratroopers, one regiment forced its 
W<>Y into the town. Another assaulted and captured 

Mot a building ,.._eel laud. 

Hill S93 overlooking the famous Benedictine Abbey 
above the town. 

Then the New Zealand Corps took over and on 
15 February the Abbey was shattered by a heavy -
bombing attack. On 1 S March Ca.;sino was leveled 
under a great conqt'ntrafion of bombs. Still the 
Germans could not be driven out. 

The Eighth Army moved info the Cassino sector 
26 March. The long light continued until 18 May 
w'nen British forces look the town c1nd Polish troops 
captured the Abbey. When this happened, the 
Gusfi!lv line cea.ed to exist. 



.& MERICANS learned in Italy there was 
Ano easy way to win the war. It was 
brought home again and again that tanks, 
planes, and guns are just members of a 
team whose purpose is to make it possible 
for ii dogface to crawl from one hole to 
another. 

Italy was an infantryman's war. There 
was slimy, stinking mud that got in your 
shoes, your hair, and your chow. Ammu­
nition, water and rations hed to be hauled 
up by mules. There were mountains -
Soprano, Maggiore, Cairo, Majo, 'Altuz­
zo, and Grande, There were mines 
wherever the Krauts could lay them -
"S" mines, Schu mines, concrete mines, 
box mines, and Teller mines. 

And there were men - Americans who 
sweated, feared and fought like Hell to 
knock the. Krauts out of Italy. 

There were men-like the "One Many Anlly", Pvt. Alton Knappenberger (left). 
who - the Medal of HoDOr with the 3rd DiYisioa at AMlo . 

Mules curled everything from radios to rations. 



TIie Getaans threw ewMJllling lhey Md at Ille leachheacl. 0.. of 
their favonte ... pons .,.. a HO •• railway gun. It wu 1mo .. u 
"the Amio Express" Md soulldecl Uke a freight train coaiag to a 
stop ddewars. The air corps nalled "Ille Espreu'' at CMtavecchla. 

IT TOO 

The Luftwat;e was llfttl..., active. The adl­
&cll ... ,, Mel plentr lo do. 

,. 

TS TO STAY AT A 

No ON WU safe al A■zio. 

.6. CROSS a flat, green, ditch-crossed beechhe.d, approximately 10 miles deep 
A and 10 miles wide, American and British soldierj fought one of the bravest 

-actions of the entire war. 
The Fifth Army st, ... ck at Anzio, 31 miles south of Rome. The landings were 

made against light opposition 22 Januuy. E'ight day'- latv when the 3rd Division 
and the Rangers aft!ICked Cistema, the Germans had ringed the Beachhead with 
six divisions. Our 11ttacb were slopped cold. 

Gem-tan reinforcements nr..hed toward the Beachhead and during February and 
early March, the Kra1,1ts launched three great affackks lo drive the Fifth Army back 
into the sea. Men of the 3rd, ,sth and 1st Armore~ divisions, the 1st Special 
Service Force, and the British dug in and held. , · · 

Through April and May the Beachhead was in effect a deggv stabbing into 
the Germen right flank. During the drive on Rome, if was the key to vidory, 



DURING the "static" periocb, Fifth. Army communi­
ques laconically ,epo,ted: "Petrols •- actiw." 

For the men who made those patrols there WM enough 
activity to lest e long while. It ·meant moving steal­
thily elong a rocky path; ;, swuting out ambushes; 
mines; end ell the noises -of night in no-men's lend. 
~ were flares, fi,..fighfs, morleri, ertille,y end 
Screeming Me.mies, end men got hurl. 

They sought informeffo.n; looked for crossings along 
riven; went for KMUt outposts; ~unfed Gennns; end 
iaid in ambush. It took .a couple of hours to reach en 
objective end 20 minutes. to come back. They W911f 
out ~ it Wes r.tining or heeling cold. The w..­
ther -made no difference. 

They went out. and petrols •- active.. 

PATROLS WERE ACTIVE'' 

thy always ..,...... ........ 
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-A T T A C K--=--! -==-
fHE ·blow came from the south 111 2300 

11 May. After three bitter days the 85th 
and 88th divisions and the French Corp, 
blasted the Gustav line from fhe liri val­
ley to the sea. The Beachhead divisions 
hacked their way out 12 days later- and 
on 2S May leading elements of the forces 
coming up from the south made contacl 
with men fJOm Anzio. 

The Kraut. were badly beaten and the 
Fifth moved rapidly toward Rome. At dusk 
4 June, special task forces moved into the 
city. The next moming the main body 
passed through - the first army in history 
to capture Rome from the south. 

Threre _,. cheering crowds, flowers, 
vino and the prettie;t girls seen i!' Italy 
up to that lime. The men who had walked 
and fought 1111 the. way from Minfumo and 
Cisteme took the reception in stride. In 
the afternoon they moved out of the city 
tind back info the war. 

...._dS_ ... .._. .......... .... _ ................. .. 

Snlpe,s caused plenty of trouble in Nri. 

-........................ ,,., . 

,. 

Ro-ns thronged St. Peter's square to offer 
thanksgiving. 



Wllolesale destruction of the Luftwaffe was carried out in support of the May offensive. 

G ROWING from a few squadrons info two mighty airforces, American 
air power pkiyed its full share in the Mediterranean victories. 

Targets lay in Africa, Sicily, Italy, France, Austria, Yugoslavia, Greece, 
Roumania, Czecho,lovakia, and Germany and the 12th and 15th air 
forces loo·k them as they came. • • 

As well as tactically suppcrting the ground troops, American ai(men 
flying from Mediterranean bases participated in the great campaigns 
w:hich .crushed the Luftwaffe, strangled the German oil industry, and 
crippled the German transportation -system. 

Eor the men who flew the pl<ines those missions meant sweating out 
flak and enemy fighters. For the men who kepi the planes in the air 
there were long hours of work and Ieng hours of wailing. 
, The lines of blasted German tanks and trucks, the de!nolished bridges, 
flattened railroad yards, and battered factories testified to the kind 
of job they did. 



Knocliecl out Genun fthldes lltte.ecl the roads north of Rome. 

.. , ·t·· 
•J~~-..... 

,l t •WA • ..,~ 

IOUQUM.I • 

thls hoop baift caug~ Hell south of Floret1ee. 



OBJECTIVE ... 
GOTHIC LINE 

JJ..FTER Rome tell, the· 3rd, 36th ~tnd 45th 
divisions and the French were withdrawn 

lo make the invasion of Southern France. 
fQr the Americans remaining in Italy then! 
was plenty of unfinished busine..s. 

In one month the Fifth drove fSO miles 
north .. of • Rome against spotty resistance. 
The 91st division reached the Amo river 18 
July. By 10 September the full strength of 
the Fifth Army was drawn up before the 

. center of the Gothic line. 
Here the 34th, 85th, 88th and 9ht divisions 

met the strongest prepared defenses of the 
entire campaign. The line was broken 17 
Septemb4fr after four days of hard fighting. 

As they had done at Salerno, Cassino and 
Anzio, the Krauts held on until they had been 
hit ·so hard and so often they had to give 
ground. For five long months • the Fifth 
wintered in the high · Appenines. 

llaliaa PntiHN helped free Flor..Ce. 



Hew Julainclers 

MEN OF MANY 
NATIONS FOUGHT 

Together 
IN the beginning the British, Australians, 

and Indians fought the Germans and lliJl­
ians b5Ck and forth across Libya a nd 
Egypt. At El Alamein New Zealanders, who 
were veterans of Crete and G reece, plugged 
lhe line. Then as the campaign grew 
in imporl<'lnce, men came from every cor­
r.er of the world to fight a nd lo kill Nazis. 

At the end approximately 40 nations 
were represented. There were Greeks, 
Arab.;, French, • Brazilians, Poles, Pales­
tini.?.ns, Dutch, Canadians, South Africans, 
Italians and there wer-e Americans - black, 
white, yellow or red-skinned Americans· _., 
of Mexican, Japa'lese, German or Irish 

• descent. 
It wa. called "The Polygot Army" and 

"t,he greatest military experiment in 
history." Here was convincing proof that 
people of different races, nationalitie.;' and 
religions can fight together. They did it. 

Hegroes 

Canadians 



91d Div. 111en used• blown bridge to crou 
tlte Adlg• river. 

INTO THE 
PROMISED LAND 

--- -----

W HEN- the . blow came, the Krauts lasted exactly 23 days. The drive was 
launched 9 April by the Eighth Army on the right and the 92nd division 

OIi' the left. Main Fifth Army forces attacked below Bologna a week later. 
Suddenly the Kraujs collapsed. In quick succession Bologna, Modena, 

Ferrara., Parma, Verona, and Venice fell to the men who had fought for 19 
months to reach the Po valley - .. The Promised Land.". All divisions, the-
10th Mountain, 1st Armored, 34th, 88th, 9ht and 92nd _,e in on the kill. 

Before - the Fifth Army could reoch Milan, Italian Partisans drove the Germans 
out and placed the bullet-ridden, battered bcdy of Mussolini on display. 

Twenfy~five German divisions _were whipped. The show was over in Italy. 

Men of the J.tth were ffrst lllfo lologna. 



A PPRCPRIATELY, the men who opened the firsf American front in 
Europe were the first to finish the job. The German armies in Italy 

and psrf of Au,tria surrendered - completely and unconditionally, 
effective 111 noon, Wednesday, 2 May, 1945. A week later German forces 
everywhere officially laid down their arms. 

The men who fought in the Mediterranean campaigns could look beck 
with pride on the job they had done. Behind lay the beaches of Oran, 
Gel-a, Salerno, ar.d Anzio; Arab huts and two-wheeled Neapolitan carts; 
Algiers, Palermo, Rome, and Florence; the weary climbs up the moun­
tains .ond the lreacherou; descents info the valleys; the smell of . the 
dead and the fear of being wounded. 

·There was glory enough for all - for the men of the 34th with over 
S00 days in the line; for lhe 1st, 3rd, 9th, 10th Mountain, 36th, 45th, 
82nd-Airbome, 85th, -88th, 91st, 92nd, cand 1st ,and 2nd -Armqred .divi~ 
sions; for the Rangers, the 1st Special Service Fcrce and the 442nd 
Combat team; for the service troops, ack-ack crews, and headquarters 
personnel; and for the 12th and 15th Air Force; and the navy. 

The mission was accomplished. 

U NCOND.IT · 

The encl of the line. The Gennaa ·,epresentallves wore dYillan clothes. They 
signed m A.fHQ in Caserta. 



Plu>t01t tltrvual courl#JI of Stan & Stripes, At'1411 Pk lorial 
Sen,iee, Si,,,.al Corps, Bril ialt .Ant11 J'Ua ·u•it, lrderwafiOllal 

Nev,i Sennl!f?, PWB, OWi , RAP, lll.4.4.F 

What it was all about ... 
rVERY step of the long road from Africe to the Alps 
115wa.. bought with the hardship er.d blood of the men 
who marched with the Fifth, Seventh end British First 
end Eighth ermies. 

What were the Mediteminean campaigns worth and 
why did we fight therel There are seve,:al answers 
for the job -s- big and much was accomplished. 

This is what we did: 

' *Cleared the Mediterranean sea of German planes and 
submarines. This shortened our sea lines to the Near 
East, Russia, Ind ia and China by 7,000 miles and added 
several million tons of shipping >P4Ce that were vitally 
needed. 

*Drained the Nazis of men, mllterial and planes which 
they could not afford lo lose. 

* Tied down and ·defeated 28 German divisions in 
Italy which without question would have prevented or 
at least delayed the yictory in Normandy. 

"No prabe la adequate · for the be.,.;ie aebievementa -and 
mairnlfleent eoaTa«& nf every individual dv'ria ,r Olis Ion« 
and UTini, eampatirn." 

" Yoa hllll' be pro11d of tbll! vletorlous eall\paqftl. whlell 
wm Ions Jive In biBloJ'Y 1111 one of tlie srea:t~t aJMl moct 
-fill e ver w~. 

···No pnh!e ls hlsh enou«b for you gailol'II, aoldler41, airmen 
and wort&N or the iapited fo- in Italy for your magnl· 
neeot triumph. My ,rratlhule to you an,1 my admlratif.ln 

*Forced the Germans to withdraw men and guns from 
Russia to fight iii Sicily and Italy. 

-tl Knocked Italy out of the war and brought the Italians 
onto the Allied side as co-belligerents. 

* Brought France. back into the war with an ever­
growing army, n..,.; and airforce. • 

*Secured airfields in Italy from which Allied planes 
were able to range over the industrial heart of central 
and Southern Germany and the Balkans as well as to 
5upport.tactically Allied force .. in Italy and the Red Army. 

-tl Kept the initiative in Allied hands until the inve$iOn 
c f France was cop,pletely planned and ready to go. 

* The "!ililary lessons leemed °" the &ont lines and 
in the rear areu in Africa, Sicily and Italy provided 
the "know-how'' for1 he victories in France and Germany. 

la UDhounded, and only eq-..Jed- 1,y tti. prlde whieh la - ( 
min& iJl beln,r your Commander l.n ChieL"". • ' 

• Pk>ld Jlartluil Bir H«roW. R.L.O: .-1.lexaitdrr, . [ 

" OaT eraltatioa h1 tills -t la hlelMled witll sonow ~ 
as we pay ttibate to Ul• he:role Alllecl aoldiet'll who- have I 
:fallen in battle ia ~ that tilts vietarr nrlarht b& achieved. I 
The e.ntire world .in foNJVer b.- their -ory_•· : 

On. Marl 'W. Cldrlt. 

"The victory la yoan-yoo. or the s.rvand. - and ait 
roreea of mllllY aatlonalltletl who llave fought; .._. u a 
1<lnsle ecmhat team. The 1111t1'ell<h!r today la to 701t," 

Gn. JO#IIA. 'I'. JleN•NUtl• 
I .. 
~ 
I 

lit 



TUNISIAN CAMPAIGN 
ENOS MAV 13, 1943· 

I 

I TUNISIA 
I , 
\ 

8!11 IN R.IMIHI SfPT.U .19,44 

ANZIO BEACHHEAD fSTA&LISHE0 
JAN.2Z,1944·JUNCTION WITH 
MAIN S!!! AR.MY FORCES MAY 23 

• ' 

BIG PUSH AT MINTURNO 
STAR.TS MAY ii ,~ 

V0LTURN0 CROSSED AT 
CAPUA OCT. I, 194! 

LIAN CAM 

SICILIAN CAMPAIG-N 
ll~IHS JULY9, 1943 

\$\ MALTA~ 

- ~ 

" ~ 

EPT. 9,1943 
IA 

MILE~ yo ♦O 110 10 100 

: :J.wLJ 
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Soldiers front pr;. 
"•le to gener•I Will 
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