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VER wadies and wastes of North Africa, the unnamed

hills of Sicily, and ihe Elesk mounfains of Haly,
Allied soldiers made hislory in the Mediterranean cam-
pzaigns. They fcught over roads the Romans buill: across
batilefields of long ago; fthrough ancient ruins and modern
cilies; acros; endless ridges and through dusty or flood-
swept vsileys. They took lhe best the Germans had and
advanced almost 3,000 miles—frem El Alamein 2nd Casa-
blanca to the Brenner Pass.

This is their story—of Arabs and Indians; truck drivers
and tail gunners; K-rsfions and french feet; endurance and
courage; the Anzio Expres: and Hill 609.

To those who were killed in action, this book is
dedicafed.




Tanks and inlanfrymen teamed fogether fo flush the last snipers out of Bizerfe.

'N the bare counlry of Tunisia where frees and brush are scarce and the
rocky slopes steepen al fimes info cliffs, American soldiers first learned
about the Krauls and how to beal them.

These men, forerunners of the great armies thal were fo fight in Sicily,
and Germany, learned their lessons on the beaches of Casablanca, Oran

and Algiers and in defeals al Kasserine Pass and Fondouk. They icok a
posi-graduaie course in the mountain; from Sedjenane siation to Medjez
o el Bab and emerged fo help knock the MNazis out of Alrica.

D-day was 0l00 8 November, 1942. I} was but the firsi of many D-days
before the mission in the Medilerranean would be accomplished.

What these men iearned the hard way saved lives in Sicily, Haly and France.



THE African landings were timed with the Eighth
Army assaull af El Alamein, and came a week
after the veleran Brilish divisions had scored one of
the war's mos! decisive viclories. -,

After zecuring all Morocco and Algeria within three
days, the American and British torces drove east for
Tunis and Bizerte. They were slopped less than 50
miles from the two great ports, and the campaign
lasted five months more through a rainy winfer and
many bitter engagements.

For the final drive Il Corps moved secreily 200 miles
from El Guettar and suddenly popped up on the north
flank. The attack began 23 April and on B8 May ele-
menis of the 9th and 1st Armored divisions entfered
Bizerte. Five days later the war was over in Alfrica.

in that drive American froops won their first great
viciories of the European war — the 34th at Hill 609
and Eddekhila; the 1st Armored in ihe breakthrough
from Mateur; the 9th at Jefna; and the 1st at Hill 523
and Mafteur. They had taken the firtt long step on
the road to final viclory.

Arab kids knew the score on gefting “bon-bon”

. cigareties, Alrican bafiles feaiured over-exiended fronfs and equally
and chewing gum. exiended lines of supply. Tanks did a big job.
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Stepping Stone

TO EUROPE

stClLYwasﬂnmofshupandsfubbomﬁthg.
long marches and sleep hills. The doughboys had a
baitle on their hands and blislers on their feel,

The 1st, 3rd, 45th, 2nd Armored and the Rangers hit the
Southern Sicilian coast at at 0245 10 July. Men of the
82nd Airborne division were dropped behind the beaches.

One cof the loughest battles of the campaign was foughi
on the bsach al Gela where the ist division, backed by
the navy, slood off 50 medium and heavy lanks of the
Hermann Goering Panzer Division. Afler the beaches were
secure the 2nd Armored and the 3rd divisions slashed
across the island with amazing rapidity.

With the island cut in half, the end wa; inevitable. By
a series of leap-frog maneuvers along the coast and fron-
lal attacks through the mountains, the Germans were steadily
forced fo give ground.

When pairels of the 3rd and 45th entered b\u:ma
17 Augusi, Sicily wa; completely ours.

iy

On the road lo Messina, American soldiers Presideni Roosevelt visited Sicily after the M was over
gol thelr first look ai hisforic Mt Eina. He is shown here presenting the DSC to LL. W. W. Kellogg.

On the beach at Gela. shore engineers, MP’s, MM:O‘H and sailors worked under fire to gef the equipment inland.



HE 36th and 45th
divisions and the
British 10th Corps punched the first
wedge inlo Hitler's Foriress Europe near
Faeslum on the Gulf of Salemo.

H-hour, D-day was 0330, 9 Septem-
ber 1943. A voice blared out in English
over a loudspeakeer apparently from
the landing-area:

“Come on in and give up.” The
Krzuls were waiting.

It lcok seven critical days fo secure

the beachhead. Bui the navy, airforces,
and men on the beache; beat off the
full weight of every German counier-
attack.
" The Eighth army landed at the foe
and instep of the boot 5 Seplember.
When patrols of the Fifth and Eighth
linked up 16 September, the Germans
had begun {o refreat. MNaples fell
1 Ocicber. By 6 Oclober Fifth army
irocps were ai the south bank of the
Volturno river. They had batiered their
way 48 miles in 27 days.

e
Huge guaniilies ol supplies were landed.




PROGRESS BY YARDS g ——

THE Geman relreat was bitter and deliberale. They used every
irick in the book to delay our edvance as they pulled back.

The 3rd, 34th, and 45th divisions forced the first crossing cof
the Volturno river on the night of 12/13 Oclober. The weather
was cold and rainy, the water chest deep and the curreni swifl.

Mountain by mountain in rain and mud, grim baltles were
foug! al Mignano, Venafro, Mi. Camino, Mi. Sammucro, San Piefro,
San Vitlore, Mi. Porchia, and Cervaro. Progress was made, bul
it was measured in yards. Casuallies were heavy on both sides.

Finally, on 15 January 1944, men of the 34th division took
Mi. Trocchio. Below, across the flat Rapido valley, lay the gray,
undamaged buildings of a-fown called Cassino.

3

Taking San Pietro was a three-day

Whucll:ﬂolamdlbuamw

job.



* STOPPED US
AT CASSINO

T took four full-scale aftacks and four months o

caplure Cassino, sironges! point in the enemy's
Gustay line. The 3éth division made the first bid by
crossing the narrow Rapido river, south of the town.
This aclion became known as "The Batile of Gufs."
When it was over, the 36th had lost heavily and was
forced back fo where it started from.

Four days, later the 34th division crossed the river
north of Cassino and stormed the hills overlooking
the town. Through minefields and against deeply
enirenched paraircopers, one regiment forced iis
way info the fown. Another assaulled and capiured

Hill 593 overlooking the famous Benedictine Abbey
above the town.

Then the New Zealand Corps took over and on
15 February the Abbey was shailered by a heavy
bombing attack. On 15 March Cassino was leveled
under a greal concentralion of beombs. Still the
Germans could not be driven oul.

The Eighth Army moved into the Cassino seclor
26 March. The long fighi conlinued unfil 18 May
when British forces toock the fown and Polish troops
captured the Abbey. When this happened, the

Gustay line ceased fo exist.

e '
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British finally took the fown.




The Krauls always left mines.

MUD, MULES,
MOUNTAINS,

MINES, MEN

AMERICANS learned in Haly there was
no easy way lo win the war. If was
brought home again and again that tanks,
planes, and guns are just members of a
team whose purpose is fo make it possible
for a dogface lo crawl from one hole to
another.

Italy was an infaniryman’s war. There
was slimy, slinking mud that got in your
shoes, your hair, and your chow. Ammu-
nition, waler and ralions had to be hauled
up by mules. There were mountains —
Soprano, Maggiore, Cairo, Majo, Alluz-
zo, and Grande. There were mines
wherever the Krauls could lay them —
“S" mines, Schu mines, concrefe mines,
box mines, and Teller mines.

And there were men — Americans who
sweated, feared and fought like Hell fo
knock the Krauls oul of laly.

There were men—like the “One Many Army”, Pvl. Alton Knappenberger (lefi).
who won the Medal of Honor with the 3rd Division at Anzio.

DANT W i - U

Mules carried everything from radios fo

1Cth Mounfain Div. men hkad to use “verfical
evacuzticn” te get their wounded down the clifis




their favorife weapons was a 200 mm railway gun. i was known as
“the Anzio Express” and sounded like a freight frain coming fo a
stop sideways. The air corps nailed “ithe Express” at Civitavecchia.

The Luffwalie was unusually active. The ack-
ack boys had pleniy to do.

ACRDSS a flat, green, difch-crossed beachhead, approximately 10 miles deep
and 10 miles wide, American and Brifish soldier; fought one of the bravest
actions of the enfire war.

The Fifth Army siruck at Anzic, 31 miles south of Rome. The landings were
made zgainsi lighl opposition 22 January. Eight days later when the 3rd Division
and the Rangers aftacked Cisterna, the Germans had ringed the Beachhead with
six divisions. Our altack; were siopped cold.

German reinforcemenis rushed foward the Beachhead and during February and
early March, the Krauls launched three great atlackks fo drive the Fifth Army back
info fthe sea. Men of the 3rd, 45th and 1st Armored divisions, the 1st Special
Servica Force, and the Brifish dug in and held. .

Through April and May the Beachhead was in effeci a dagger slabbing into
the German right flank. During the drive on Rome, it was the key fo viclory.




URING the "static” periods, Fifth Army communi-

ques laconically reported: “Palrols were active.”
For the men who made those pairols there was encugh
activily fo last a long while. [t meant moving sleal-
thily along a rocky path;~ sweating out al:&ush-s;
mines; and all the noises of night in no-man’s land.
There were flares, fire-fighls, mortars, arlillery and
Screaming Meemies, and men got hurl.

They soughi informafion; looked for crossings along
rivers; went for Kraut oulposts; hunfed Germans; and
iaid in ambush. 1 tock a couple of hours fo reach an
chjective and 20 minules fo come back. They went
out whether ii was raining or freezing cold. The wea-
ther made no difference.

They went oul and pairols were active.

Thelr objeciive was a German-held farmhouse al Anzle.









Service froops were fargets too.
L]

Naples handled more tonnage
than New York.

MP’s kept vital taific moving.

Engineers rebuilt the railroads.




ATTACK

HE blow came from the south at 2300

11 May. Alter three bilter days the 85th
and BBth divisions and the French Corps
blasled the Gustav line from the Liri val-
ley fo the sea. The Beachhead divisions
hacked their way oul 12 days later and
on 25 May leading elemenis of the forces
coming up from the south made contaci
with men from Anzio.

The Kraul; were badly beaten and the
Fifth moved rapidly foward Rome. At dusk
4 June, special task forces moved into the
city. The next morning the main body
passed through — the first army in history
lo caplure Rome from the south.

Threre were cheering crowds, flowers,
vino and the preffiest girls seen in Haly
up fo that fime. The men who had walked
and fought all the way from Minturno and
Cistérna fook fthe receplion in siride. In
the afternoon they moved out of the cily
end back into the war.
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BREAKTHROUPH

Romans fhronged S5f. Peler's square to offer
thanksgiving.

The Sinal fight for Rome fook place in the outskirts.



TRERE WAS MORE THAN ONE

ROWING from a few squadrons inlo iwo mighty airforces, American

air power played ils full share in the Medilerranean viclories.
Targets lay in Africa, Sicily, laly, France, Austria, Yugoslavia, Greece,
Roumania, Czechoslovakia, and Germany and the 12th and 15th air
forces tock them as they came.

As well as taciically supperling the ground troops, American aigmen
flying from Mediterranean bases parficipaled in the greal campaigns
which crushed the Luftwalfe, sirangled the German oil industry, and
crippled the German transporiation system.

For the men who flew the plenes those missions meant sweating out
flak and enemy fighlers. For the men who kepi the planes in the air
there were long hours of work and leng hours of waiting.

The lines of blasted German fanks and frucks, the demolished bridges,
flaltened railroad yards, and battered faciories tesiified to the kind
of job they did.

Wholesale desiruction of the Luitwaffe was carried out in support of the May offensive.
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OBJECTIVE...
"GOTHIC LINE

FTER Rome fell, the 3rd, 36th and 45th

divisions and the French were withdrawn
to make the invasion of Southern France.
For the Americans remaining in Haly there
was plenty of unfinished business.

In one month the Fifth drove 150 miles
north of Rome against spolty resistance.
The 91st division reached the Amo river 18
July. By 10 September the full sirength of
the Fifth Army was drawn up belfore the
center of the Gothic line.

Here the 34th, 85th, 88th and 91st divisions
met the strongest prepared delenses of the
entire campaign. The line was broken 17
Sepfember affer four days of hard fighling.

As they had done at Salerno, Cassino and
Anzio, the Krauts held on until they had been
hit so hard and so ofien they had to give
ground. For five long months the Fifth
wintered in the high Appenines.




MEN OF MANY
NATIONS FOUGHT
Together

|N ihe beginning the British, Australians,
and Indians fought the Germans and Ifal-
ians back and forth across Libya and
Egypt. At El Alamein New Zealanders, who
were veterans of Crele and Greece, plugged
the line. Then as the campaign grew
in imporlance, men came from every cor-
rer of the world o fighi and fo kill Nazis.

At the end approximaiely 40 nations
were represenfed. There were Greeks,
Arabs, French, Brezilians, Poles, Pales-
finizns, Dulch, Canedians, South Africans,
ltalians and there were Americans — black,
whife, yellow or red-skinned Americans —
of Mexican, lapanese, German or lrish
descent.

it was: called “The Polygot Army” and
“the greatest military experiment in
hisiory.” Here was convincing proof that
people of different races, nafionalifie; and
religions can fight together. They did it.




INTO THE
PROMISED LAND

e h'g! = ihe Do Valley layiaiede.

HEN the blow came, the Krauls lasted exaclly 23 days. The drive was
launched 9 April by the Eighth Army on the right and the 92nd division
on the left. Main Fifth Army forces attacked below Bologna a week later.

Suddenly the Krauts collapsed. In quick succession Bologna, Modenas,
Ferrara,, Parma, Verona, and Venice fell io the men who had fought for 19
months to reach the Po valley — “The Promised Land.” All divisions, the

10th Mounfain, 1sf Armored, 34th, 88th, 91st and 92nd were in on the kill.
Befora the Fifth Army could reach Milan, lialien Parlisans drove the Germans

oul and placed the bullel-ridden, baltered bcdy of Mussolini on display.
Tweniy-five German divisions .were whipped. The show was over in lfaly.

¥ ~ ' E

‘5

" -

91st Div. men used a blown bridge fo cross
the Adige river.

1st Armored fanks led the way.



AF'FRGPR!ATELY. the men who opened the first American front in

Europe were the first io finish the job. The German armies in Haly
and part of Ausiria surrendered — completely and unconditionally,
effective at noon, Wednesday, 2 May, 1945. A week later German forces
everywhere officially laid down their arms.

The men who fought in the Medilerranean campaigns could look back
with pride cn the job they had done. Behind lay the beaches of Oran,
Gels, Salerno, and Anzio; Arab huts and two-wheeled Neopolitan carfs;
Algiers, Palermo, Rome, and Florence; the weary climbs up the moun-
tains and the ireacherou; descenis into the valleys; the smell of the
dead and the fear of being wounded.

There was glory encugh for all — for the men of the 34th with over
500 days in the line; for the 1si, 3rd, 9th, 10th Mountain, 36th, 45th,
82nd Airborne, B5th, 88th, 91s!, 92nd, and 1st and 2nd Armored divi-
sions; for the Rangers, the 1si Special Service Fcrce and the 442nd
Combat team; for the service iroops, ack-ack crews, and headquarters
personnel; and for the 12th and 15th Air Forces and the navy.

The mission was accomplished.

TRV RS
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The end of the line. The German repusehhﬁves wore civilian clothes. They
signed ai AFHQ in Caseria.
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What it was all about...

VERY step of the long road from Africa fo the Alps

s bought with the hardship ard blood of the men

who marched with the Fifth, Seventh and Brilish Firs
and Eighth armies.

What were the Medilerranean campaigns worth and
why did we fight there? There are several answers
for the job was big and much was accomplished.

This is what we did:

*Cleared the Mediterranean sea of German planes and
submarines. This shorlened our sea lines fo the Near
East, Russia, India and China by 7,000 miles and added
several million lons of shipping space that were vifally
needed.

#Drained the Nazis of men, malerial and planes which
they could noi afford lo lose.

% Tied down and defeated 28 German divisions in
Haly which without question would have prevented or
at leas! delayed the viclory in Normandy.

*Forced the Germans fo withdraw men and guns from
Russia fo fight in Sicily and laly.

¥ Knocked Italy out of the war and brought the lalians
onto the Allied side as co-belligerents.

% Brought France back info the war with an ever-
growing army, navy and airforce.

% Secured airfields in Haly frem which Allied planes
were able fo range over the indushial hearl of ceniral
and Southern Germany and the Balkans as well as fo
support factically Allied forces in Haly and the Red Army.

¥ Kept the inifialive in Allied hands uniil the invasion
cf France was completely planned and ready fo go.

#The military lessons learned on the front lines and
in the rear areas in Africs, Sicily and MHaly provided
the “know-how” for the viclories in France and Germany.

“No praise is adequate for the hersic achievements and
magnificent courage of every individual during this long
and trying eampaign.”

President Hurry S. Truman.

"You may be proud of this vietorious sampaign which
will long live in history as one of the greatest and most
saccessin] ever waged.

**No praise is high enough for you sailors, soldiers, airmen
and workers of the united forees in Italy for your magni-
fieent trinmph. My gratitude to yon and my adwmiration

is unhounded, Mmhﬂllhdhythpﬂth'hiebh
mine in being your Commander in Chief.”
Field Marshal Sir Hnnld R.L.G. Alexander.

“Gor exultation in this moment is blended with sorrow

as we pay tribute to the heroie Allied soldiers who have
fallen in battle in order that this mmhm
The entire world will forever henor their

MeMOry. :
Gen. Mark W. Clark.

“The vietory is yours—yeu of the ground, sea and air
forees of many nationzlities who have fought here as n
single combat team. The surrender today is to you.'”

Gen. Joseph T. McNerney.
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