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HISTORY OF THE KENTUCKY RECREATION 

AND PARK SOC IETY STUDENT SECTION 

On April 13, 1970, KRPS President James McChesney submitted a Student 

Section Constitution to be r eviewed by chairman of . the Constitution and 

By-Laws Committee, Dr . Peter Verhov~n . ~tinutes of that meeting indi cated that 

the membership of KRPS included 20 student members in addition to the 46 pro

fessional, 2 contributing, and 1 associate member . Little is known of the 

student activities prior to th i s meeting on April 13 , 1970 . 

The Student Section Cons t i t ut ion and By- Laws wer e approved and accepted 

at the annual business meeting held April 28, 1970 , at the Hospitality f.lotoT 

Inn in Lexington. Al Nog i ec was elected chai rman at that time, li ttle i s 

known of early election procedures . 

Activities of the Student Section are sketchy unti l 1973 . No minutes 

are avail able to indicat e i f meetings were he l d or what business t he section 

conducted. However, t he mi nutes of the KRPS parent board indi cate there was 

a Student Sect ion in 1970 and 1971 . 

I n 1971 , Al Nogiec was stil l chairman. The other officers ar e not known . 

During that year. Moorehead s t udents suggested beginning a job mart at the 

Annual Convent ion . It is not known if the job mart was held . 

Joe Morton and Noel Thompson were Student Section officers in 1972 . The 

offices they each held are not known. 

•• 

September 22, 1973. an organizational meeting was he l d at Eastern Kentucky 

University. A constitution was formed as indicated in a letter by Kathy Mayer 

which 'suggests they had none at the time . Also discuss ed at that meeting were 

duties to be performed before the state convention on December 2 , 3, and 4. 

These duties related to circulati ng the constitution. setting up a publicity 

and communication program. preparing for voting procedures , and setting up a 



program of interest to students. Student representatives and Board Members 

at that time were: 

Labon RichGrdson 
Annette La Fonteune 
J. B. Hughes 
Charlie Obranowicz 
Bailey Gore 
Rick Clements 

Moorehead State University 
University of Kentucky 
Eastern Kentuck~ University 
Western Kentucky University 
~brray State University 
Burlington, Kentucky 

, 
Pre-convention publicity indicated the Student Section meeting would be 

to re-establish such a section. This meeting would include discussion and 
, 

voting on the proposed constitution, nominations and elections, and a round 

table discussion with Dr. James McChesney and Rex Chaney. 

The Kentucky Student Recreation and Park Society, as it exists today, 

was formed December 3, 1973, at the annual convention at Barren River State 

... .. I 

Resort Park. Kathy Mayer and Bonnie Clare \~e re largely responsible for getting 

the Student Section organized. Both were active and involved in the National 

Student Recreation and Park Association. They recogn i zed the importance of 

meeting student needs and affilliating with the national organization. At that 

time, Kentucky was one of only three states in the Southern Region to have a 

recognized Student Section. 

The Student Section meeting was called to order by Kathy Mayer. The fol-

lowing nominations were ent ertained for officers: 

Chairman 

Vice-Chairman 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Sam White 
Larry Prochazka 

Bill Cheap 
Kay Meredith 

Chris Sweeder 
Elinor Dunn 

Approximately 20 students were present at the meeting. Dues were paid 

and the voting was conducted. Larry, Kay, and Elinor became the first officers 

of the newly reorganized Student Section. 



Activities of the firs t year centered around organizing the section . 

Es t ab li shing lines of communicat ion, recruiting new members, and identifying 

t he purpose and objectives of the sect ion were priority goals . 

Representatives were elected at each school to open lines of communicati on. 

St udent i nvo l vement from the school i~ helped i dentify student needs . Severa l 

constitutional ammendment s wer e enacted to better serve the membership . 

By the spring, t he section was i nvolved i n raising money to support 

t heir efforts . rhe regi onal convention was held at Louisville ' s Ga l t liouse 
, 

where s tudent s sold " Let ' s Park and Recreate " s hirts . Sales a t t he convention 

were very successful . 
•• 

Prior to the convent ion , the Student Section Chairman was invited to 

serve on the Conference Planni ng Committee Students have served on the KRPS 

Conference Planning Commi t tee since that time. 

The 1974 State Convent i on was held at Lake Bark l ey State Resort Park . 

The Student Sect i on voluntee red for and operated registration for t he conven-

tion . This convention marked the Anniversary of a successful first year for 

the revitalized Student Sect ion . 



Suzette Skolka - Chairman 
Lisa Lewis - Secretary 
Mary Katherine Hancock -

Treasurer/Historian 



ual KSRPS Student Retreat 
Maywoods Outdoor Facility 
Labor Day Weekend 
September D, 2, 3, 1979 

Present were the following: 
Paul Buser EKU 
Bob Schnebly EKU 
Terry Fox EKU 
Ron Neuhaus EKU 
Elly Matheny WKU 
Mary Katherine Hancock WKU 
Mary Dee Boemker WKU 
Kathryn Dodd WKU 
Lisa Lewis WKU 
Suzette Skolka WKU 
Mr. and Mrs. Besuden EKU 
Dr. Ogden EKU 
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TOMORROW'S IDEAS WITH 
TODA Y'S RESOURCES 

KENTUCKY RECREATION & PARK SOCIETY 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER 9 - 11. 1979 

LEXINGTON HYATT-REGENCY 
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HUNTER KNEPSHIELD CO. 
SIal WARWICK AVE LOUISVILLE. KY .a222 
502/42!'r2852 

NUMBER 1 SUPPLIER OF 
PARK. PLAYGROUND 
AND SPORTS 
EQUIPMENT 

'll\Jtecu 
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Souvenir 
Program 
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\.. ~ Leisure Challenges in the 80s 
March 30 - April 1, 1980 

SOUTHERN 
REGIONAL 

CONFERENCE 

FOR .. 
RECREATION 
AND PARKS 

SPONSORED BY: SOUTHERN REGIONAL COUNCIL 
NATIONAL RE9REATION AND PARK ASSOCIATION 
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DANCE 



L.I.F.E. 
EXPAND IT 

Leisure Is For Everyone 
Kentucky Recreation & Parks Society 

Annual Conference 
-December 7-9, 1980 -

Executive Inn Rivermont 
Owensboro, Kentucky 
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