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Dr. North recently earned her doctorate in Geography and Environmental Science and Policy from the
University of South Florida in Tampa. Since she was first exposed to karst science as an undergraduate student,
Leslie has focused her collegiate and research activities to understanding and protecting these fragile terrains.
During her master’s thesis research, which focused on evaluating anthropogenic karst disturbances, Leslie
reached the startling conclusion that both the general public and policymakers have a very limited
understanding of karst terrains, resulting in widespread misuse of these landscapes. As a result, for her
dissertation Dr North conducted the first holistic study of karst-related educational programs implemented in
the United States and abroad, and the tools, techniques, and feasibility of educating the general public at karst
attractions, particularly show-cave facilities. Through a large body of data collected from over 100 show caves
worldwide, she was able to illustrate the existence of multiple missed opportunities and misconceptions about
educational pursuits in informal learning environments that are ultimately hindering the pursuit of appropriate
geologic education and encouraging erroneous measures of program success.
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Presentations
North, Leslie & Jason Polk. Full Conference Program with Abstracts, International 2011 Conference on Karst
Hydrogeology and Ecosystems, 2011.

North, Leslie & Jason Polk. Iceland: Extreme Learning in the Land of Fired & Ice, Far Away Places, 2016.

Research Works
Federico, Ric, Pat Kambesis, Kegan McClanahan, Dan Nedvidek, Leslie North & Jason Polk. Cars and Karst:
Investigating the National Corvette Museum Sinkhole, Sinkhole Conference, 2015.

Harley, Grant, Leslie North, Jason Polk & Philip Reeder. Application of a Cave Inventory System to Stimulate
Development of Management Strategies: The Case of West-Central Florida, USA, Journal of Environmental
Management, Vol. 92, No. 10, 2011.

Holland, Aaron, Kegan McClanahan, Ben Miller, Lowell Neeper, Leslie North, Jonathan Oglesby & Jason Polk.
Understanding and Managing Karst Water Resources in Belize: Case Studies of Both Past and Present In a
Changing Climate, National Cave & Karst Management Symposium, 2013.
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North, Leslie. Misconceptions Among Us: Evaluating Informal Karst Education in the United States and Abroad,
Mammoth Cave Research Symposia, 2013.

North, Leslie, Mario Parise & Philip van Beynan. Interregional Comparison of Karst Disturbance: West-Central
Florida and Southeast Italy, Journal of Environmental Management, Vol. 90, No. 5, 2009.
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North, Leslie & Christian Ryan-Downing, ed. Big Red, Small Planet, 2013.
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North, Leslie. Application & Refinement of the Karst Disturbance Index in West Central Florida, University of
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Informal Karst Education in the United States and Internationally, University of South Florida, 2011

Leslie North - Bibliography 2


https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/mc_reserch_symp/10th_Research_Symposium_2013/Day_two/14/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0301479708003344
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0301479708003344
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/sustain_pub/13/
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/etd/3765
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/etd/3265

	Bibliography
	tmp.1693328849.pdf.616JZ

