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e " Interview with Rec Childress at his
- ‘ - ;_q home just west of Cub Run on H'way &¢,
' - . September 1L, 1977. Jim Rrown and
-Judith Schottenfeld. - Com-ents: we
‘missed a few minutes in flinping the
“tape, but got him to go back over the

gsame topics. .Tape also includes whit
- might ought to be pre-interv1ew
preparation.

 Je Brown: ...what we want to do is just to, maybe, for LS mlnutes or so, if
vou had th-t much time, was Justess : :
Rec Childress: e..wellees’ ‘ o I .
Je. Brown: ..:ask you some questions about 1t. ‘And some of the stuff that we
. " - want to get-on the. tape is stuff you told us last time. .
- " 'Rec. Childress:  Yeah., . . :
e Brown So if I ask you a: question or two that, that I asked you 1ast time,
you wouldn't mind answering that again, would you? -
'{_Red ‘Childress: Why no, no. I don't know--now this is something that T don't
S know nothing about. * Youall will have to.:s .- =
:-'3Mrs. Childress: This is new, now, to him. But he didn't mind it, you know,
.77 "When we made it to send ti to the girls--and he said, yeste*dqv, he says,
f;rwcll T wish they'd ask me. what questions they wanted to and 1et me answer
them the best I could, .

'_f'J. Brown Yeah, Well-the purpose, the main purpose of it is, our nrogeri is,

"t0. learn-all we can about the basket making of the region, from making the
- - baskets to giving them to the merchant, to making thwt big trip.
' Rec Childress: "Yeah, - ' N
© J. Brovm: And that's the main purpose of it. , - '
- Rec Childres5°- And you don't, you're not interested in nothing elce be51n‘
©-.7 <. the bﬂskets°
J. Prown Well, weé're interested but for the purpose of the projc~ that'
_ about all, we've got time to do. ];
Rec Childress- Ye~h,- . 7 )
- Jo Brovm: We stopped...ah..."I., ’ g R SR
Rec Childress: Well, the reason I asked is this I never got to tell you the
’ “other d~ya-before that, ah, people cround:here....  Now my father and my
- uncles, I've heard them talk about it--before, ‘before they started thlo
" basket business, they, they made grindstones, and hauled them out and
', sell them. - .
Mrs. Childress: - Well, +hey're not interested in that. o
J. .Brovm: . Yeah, well Teve. - - o '
Je Schottenfeld- We areses - : -
Rec Childress: They was heavy, you know, and you couldn't haul very many.
Jo Browm: I'm-interested that they used to have a long distance trade going
on before the baskets.ss:
- Rec Childress: Yeah... . '
Je Brown: ...and then they got into baskets from that.
‘Rec Childress: TYeah, that.e.. -
Mrs. Childress: The grindstones... - ' '
" Rec Childress: People got to making the baskets, and they took that up, you
knowsee
J. Schottenfeld: Did they ever sell them, when they went on the trip, did
they sell grindstones and baskets together?

- S '\
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;x'Rec Childress: No, no, they didn't take them then. That was, that was done

over with, They'd done qit that. But that wa3 before the basket huenne
‘really started , . -

Mrs. Childress: (unlmtelligible) | :
~J. Brown: - Could you estimate how 1ong...when that would hnve been9 _
Rec Childress: Ah, no, I, I couldn't, because that must have been, ah,...

that must have been 75 years ago or longer.'
Jo Brown: I see, Well, -

Mrse. Childress:- That was your daddy's time, Rec. ’
Rec Childress: When my daddy was younp, before he even sta“ted out I guess

with baskets, -

people made baskets, and what they made them out of...

(/'. Brown: Let me ask you first off, what people around, ah, what kind of
R

ec Childress:. Well, they made them oub of...I don't know if I told you ho

other day or mot, but they made them out of whlte oaP Ah~-do you know
what kind of a tree a whlte oak :!.s'7 o o
d Brown: Yeah.,

Rec Childress: weil; they made them out ‘of white oak. And ah,” cut this, to -

“icut this tree to make -splits, they needed to be about :s hig around, they
"~ liked to haveé them about as big.around as that  stovepipa there, or
' probably a little bit larger- 6 inches through or 7. Something like that.
-~ -And they needed to be smooth--and some  of that would rive good, They -
‘called it: riv1ng the splits out. They'd they'would split it An two,
~half ad half.., - T - . i
. J. Brown: -Longwaysss. o i
Rec Childress Yeah, the 1ong way. And then they‘d then they would split
- that half in two and each half, that made. four pieces. That'sthe way,
,i thatts the way they started working it out. - Andthen they'd take the
R heart‘of it-out, they'd rive ‘the ‘heart’ of it out, rThey'd’ have a froe
. and a, 'and a--some kind of a maul made out of wood, And ‘they'd take
- .- that heart out and then they'd get these down, you know, to, w1de enough
- to make splits out ‘of, .- SR o : -

=ﬁjiMrs. Childress: : To narrow strips.1¥ - : S T e f: -
i;iRec Chlldre55° “And they would have them, ah, I, they, theyiwould‘have thenu .

I'd say, splits 5 -or 6 foot long. -

i‘:Mrs. Childress: Umm hrrm. o o - ' .
%_ Ree Chlldress But for the hoops--there had to be 2 main hoops, you know, for

“the, for the basket. And that was, . ah--they got bigger timber for that,
.'and lots of times they used hickory for that because 1t made, 1t would,
good smooth hlckory would make good hoops.
Jo Brcwn What made a. good bﬂsket and what made a bad one9 Just the flncness
- of the work, ore..? -

‘Rec Childress: Well, the way it was made, the way 1t wss made.» .-:

Mrs, Childress: ...and- your timber,

Rec Childress: If you had. a good hoop--of course part of this hoop ‘made your
handle, you see, - Andy "ah, if you had a good hoop...and then they had to
be wrapped where they...well I don't know, If I had two round things I -
could show you, One hoop went inside the other ON€ees

J. Brown: We've seen them made, so we kind of have...

Rec Childress: Yeah, they cut them, they knowed how to cut them A certaln

.- . length if they wanted a bushel basket., If they wanted a half a bushel,

' well it had to be shorter. .And, if they wrapped them good and made good

a ribs--they called ribs to go in them—-and put them in these good--if '




ah, if they was trying t0 make a good b-sket and
knowed how to make it, =nd was ‘triing to they could make a good basket.
But some of them, well, it's 1ike people would be about farming or ' :
something, they was a little shoddy about it. They'd, they'd weave.them
X - splits in there kind of loose, you know., And, ahees o S -
J. Schottenfeld: Cen I ask you, did some of the baskets that were taken on
the route--when people bought them--do you think the people that bought
~ them knew, would they, 2 good basket from a bad basket? = '
Rec Childress: Well, ah, most usually, most usually they did, they could tell
. you. You didn't.fool people too much on them. ’ R
J. Schottenfeld: But would you say that you knew that -you co
: better than the people that were buying them? .
Rec Childress: Oh yes, yess I could tell a good bas
-quick as I looked at it. - ' e -
J. Brown: On our lastees, On O
. the best b-skets around, =~ - - o - S e T el
Rec Childress: Ye~h, that was Beeler, now, that lived down close to a little " °- L
' ‘place called Roseburg (?), down below Cub Run. .. - R -
J. Brown: They just spent more time on them,. or were better at it...? -

“Rec Childress: It took him longer to make'aibaSKetif.wa I told you, you

Rec Childress: (cont) they,

uld tell differences -

uf'lést.viéiﬂ,'ybﬁtol&_about>;Zfamily-ﬁhét.made T

~ that he got more for it, then, about 75 cents, a good full bushel. -And -~ . =7 7

some of them would be.aAlittlg,skimpy~on;the_bushe1 size, they'd make them “

_ Just a 1ittle smaller.. But he -made a good full bushel, and he took rains .
N— . with ity and 1t was a nice basket zmd a’‘good basket.. - LT

* Afrs. Childress: - Each, each maker, Rec--you forgot this--shaped its own basket. .

;//Rec Childress: - Ycah, and there wasn't very many people. who would shape that S

for the sides of the ~ - :: 7

- - - basket just exactly alike, Some of, some of them, : .
/ basket, they'd let.it flare out a little bit more; some of them wonld draw -~ .
| them in.a little. They made them, - they made them 2 1ittle bit of difference: -~

in them. - © - F = ST T e T L

J. Brown: Was that fof;'foftbfétﬁiheSS?'i L
aving these splits in there, why .. . o
u go under one rib and: - i

‘Reéc Childress::';g,ahd.Whenever-yOu,was_a-we
here and, and, like thet,- e

e you needed to, well, you started and you see yo
over another one.' Start under here and go over
1ike putting:a bottom in a chair. L ‘

-J. Schottenfeld: Mr.:.Childress, were
known to'the'peoplevthat,boughtftheﬂbas

- you krn-OWQQ'o?: ) T c ',: .

Rec Childress: " A h, the names that made the baskets? -

J. Schottenfeld: They--you knew, you kmew? - T oo

Rec Childress: They, they didn't know. We knew most of the people aromd -

because we lived here w ere they made them. But the people that bought the -
basketSeee . . - . T N
J. Schottenfeld: They never knewe..
Rec Childress: Now they knew my dad, be

the names 6ﬂ€£bé,inai§idualrbééket'ﬁakérsﬁi;:t'
kets? Did they have a reputation, .

.0 ¢

cause he'd, he'd, ah, hauled these
baskets out and sold them so long, that they knew him. But they didn't
know the basket's,.,.why some of them thought they was made in factories,
_ "some people did. And they was just made in the little poor country homes.
r—j. Schottenfeld: So, 8o you would say they just wanted thé basket, they didn't
. S care where it c-me frome.. @ : : :
':XE:.C:. \ Rec Childress: ~ They just wanted gbasket. And & farmer wanted a bnsket to carry
| . \ corn in, to his horses, hogs, ' - And women folks wrnted baskets for, smaller .
‘ - "4_ baskets for egg baskets. . =~ . - L " :
\

]




Js Brown: Around here, could you pretty well tell who'd made abasket by looking
~at them? ' Lo S ‘ -
Rec Childress: Well,ee - - N e
J. Brown: Was 'the shapes that ‘different? a
- Rec Childress: Vell, =2h, no, not too much, other’ than this particular man thdt
I was speaking about. It was no trouble to tell his baskets, 'cause there
) wrs nobody else in the country made one like it, -
J. Browm: Did everybody, did every family pretty much-make baskets, or was it
- Just certain...’
Rec Childress: No, no, they didn't (unintelligible)..they was a 1ot of fanilies L
didn't make, wasn't there? (turning to W1fe) :
Mrs. Childress: My parents m-de them.
" Rec Childress: . She can make baskets,"
Mrs. Childress: I can make them, o - S
-Rec Childress: : T never made one in my 1life. I never made them. And my dad
' ‘never did, as many as he sold. ‘He sold thousands., e
Mrs. Childress: = Is that on?- (p01nt1ng to. recorder)
- “J. Schottenfeld: Yeah,: Don't be afraid. .= - '
“Jo. Brown: .You want to .check it?'{in a worried tone, to Judith)

- J. Schottenfeld: Don't be afraide.. - - i T
Mrs. Childress:” I had four -older _sisters, and T was real little._ And one of o
.- - my sisters could shape her- basket like Mr.- Beeler, he's talking about. -And -

~ she made the prettiest ‘basket of the four sisters, - Somehow the - way they

: this one. And then you put your ribs down here,

Rec. Childress: Your_ side ribs was ‘round, you know, -

rs. Childress: :Somehow she shaped it prettier... T ' '

Rec Childress: i¢.and the ones that went through the center of the basket in

' the bottom..._; S . . ;

Jo Browm: “e.iwas flat, S I R LT S

Rec Childress: They was about. thdt wide (approx 3/h") and flat. Butrthey had

_ -to all ‘be sharp on the end. . o "] S

Mrs., Childress: . Real sharp. = .. oo e L T ’

Rec Childress :Because where these 2 hoops went together...they left one, ah
‘one -hoop, you see, would stick up about that far (approx 6"), that was i ~
your handle. Where they went together, they was wrapped with splits around =

“there.” And, well they got them the way they wantcd them, And then they, S
ah, would" take a...%what was it they called them, a awl? - T

Mrs. Childress: My daddy called it a pesging awl. D e
Rec Childress: A pegging ‘awl. . A piece of wood with something like, like, 1f .

you had a nail drove in it, you know, and the end of it filed of f sharp
Jo. Schottenfeld: ' To make theé hole. '

Rec Childress: A nd they'd punch a hole in there, to punch 1t to stick this, .
o \\\d— the end of this split in. And that's the way they was started And then,

made that solider, you see.

[’3. Brown: WYWould you say vou...the familles were poorer in the community that
made baskets? '

Rec Childress: Well, most all of them were, yeah. o
- J. Broun: Yeah? :
Rec Childress: People that vas, ah...
d. Mrown: That was a cash crop?
Rec Childreas: If they was, if they w-8, if it was a person that, you know,
made a pretty good 1iving, they didn't fool with it,

pull their ribs up. See, -onc¢ hoop was round and the other one goes through 1,:-;5

you see, 2s you went to weaving your eplits in, eve“y split you put in there - -



Jo Schottenfeld: Do you think that the b-sket makers, ummm, were Just regular
" members of the community, or were-they...

Rec Childress: Oh yes, they was Just people that lived here, just...

J. Schottenfeld: They weren't no better or amy worse than anybody else?

Rec Childress: Mo, I wouldn't think so, would you? (turning to wife)

Mrs. Childress: oh no, unh-uh. Some of the best families,..

Rec Childress: They asked me the day they was down here, and I said some of

~ them was kind of looked down on.a little bit by, by people...

. Mrs. Childress: Some of the best families made baskets. Now these Beelers
that he was talking about...(unintellipible)... But most of the people »
then raised what they eat. They canned it, fried it, raised their potatoes
at home..e o ‘ } ' o E

J. Schottenfeld: Yeah, we heard that there were no bugs in those days.

. That's why we remember. (referring to conversation the.week before with

with us). _

Childress: A nd, ah, so what these, ah... They didn't have very much

money crop, see, when they do today. And then their, the baskets that _.'
they madg, well, t-ey could buy something out of the store like cloth,
- . ‘see, ‘and my mother sewed for all her girls. And they could buy ﬁhelr

. 2=\ clothj shgar, coffee, SOmethlng they didn't, cbuldn't raise.n»SO'thet

S d . away they 11ved well,. .. e

{*’L\; Rec Childress: ~And a good, ah, people that was used to worklng on baskets-— -

BRI now I had two, I had 3 brothers that made them, older thm me. ~And they .

DR could make, if they started tolerable early of a morning, and worked on to
night, nand their children, they'd learn to put thdse splits in, or weave:
‘them, they callled it, in. Why they could if they tried, they could make .~
3 bushel baskets in a day. Well, that's 35 cents apiece, and that was a -
little over a dollar, you see, And a dollar--if you made a dollar them, = © -
you couldn't have got -out and got a day's work for over fifty cents, for SR
ito And Rh-co . . '
Mhs. Chlldross' Just wasn't any work. ' E BERREY A
Rec Childress: - They would, they's start maybe maklng theve baskets on Nonday, sl
" and by the weekend, Frlday or Saturday, they'd haul them off to the store‘?f:;f-ﬁ
_-and, 3nd...somet1mes they'd have maybe two dozen baskets. - And... :
J. Broun' Was there one store that a family would trade with? Was... =
'Rec Childress: Well no, different stores bought them, .. Different stores, -

R best prlce, .or would you go to the one you shopped? .
Rec Chlldress Yes, oh yes, that's what my dad done, - Of course then, I Just
: : . went with ‘him. I didn't buy them., !Course 1ater ‘on, I got to where that,
- - after I was grown, I got to where I'd go and buy some and sell, jaul them -
1y, - out and ‘sell them. Whenever I first started he's the one that done the .
, " luying. And I've seen him go to places, ah, stores--they was two stores °
. in Grayson County, what was called Pierman (?), up to the right of Wax.
And one of them was A, J. Clemens, and A. J. Higdon, that run the 2 stores.
They bought lots of baskets. They, they made them over there, too., -And »
he went to buy the basket, and if they was a-little high on them, he wouldn't
buy them. If he thought they was worth 35 cents aplece and they asked ho
why, he didn't buy them, .

. X". Brown: A family that made baskets, did they ordinarily trade these baskets

-to the local- store?

.
e,

Rec Childress that wasn't taped, our 1n1tia1 meetlng when L1z Harzof; was :3.

~'Js Brown: : If you were a family selllng them, would you shop around- and flnd the :{»]_



Rec Childress: Yeah., They had to. You: didn't sell them 4o people around
through the country, because, ah--oh, there might be somebody once in
‘a while that didn't make them thatuwghld need a basket that would buy

" one. Th-~t would happen...

_ |3, schottenfeld: Iike n neighboress? . oo L
S Rec Childress: A neighbor once jn a while, that didntt make them, you know,
o and nceded a bersket. And practically_gverybody used baskets then. To

A\ - carry stuff in.-
Ld%' J. Brovn: The grocer to
Rec Childress: . Yeah, yeah,

ok them in exchange for food, OTses _
he wouldn't pay much money on them, no, he wouldn't
pay much. Somet imes, if they £old him they needed & 1ittle change awful
bnd, he may have paid him a 1ittle; but he made them mostly toke it in
trade. 3ee, he made a profit on his goods, and, zh--no, I've knowed ©of,
I ¥nowed of , ah, A. Jo Clemens at Piermort (?) just having a... he had

2 longstorehouse, and ~ 1loft in it. And I've seen him have it full, and

_ a side room built all along the side of it. S _

~J, Brown: -Just hundreds of baskets? SO L ) , _

Rec Childress: a..and, and he didn't want to fool with them. ‘He didn't know -
- how to take them out and sell them. But he had money tied up in ‘them, - '
and my dad would go there. "He'd sometimes send him word, he wanted him

to come over, he wanted to sell him Hisﬂbaskéts. "And they wouldn't get = .
- together on the price, maybe. And finally, why, he'd come down a little
_ bit, add they'd finally get together on them, you know, ‘and buy. the - -
©.- - -baskets. S o S o I
J. Brown: Would every gtore around here accept baskets in trade for goods? . .
Rec Childress: Yeah, yeah, all that T!ve heard of es.well, no, no, I don't. s
| ¢ believe old man Gerald's, I don't believe, bought baskets. e
. | Mrs. Childress: No, he didn't buy anye - 2 .. UL : e
| Rec Childress: There was one store in Cub Rum, an -61d man_owned ity T don't o
- |7 think he bought them. And Jeff . - . (7),did he buy them? =~ . -
Lf*'h _Vrs. Childress: No, he didn'? either. o o e
‘ dn't buy them, -Didn't want to fool S

"Rec Childress: No, no, 211l the stores di
.- with them. _ : _ N
. Mrs. Childress:. Most of the places did. R ST e o
Rec Childress: It took room for them,Aybu,see,.be, they all gidn't buy them. -~
~ But some of them'walld.buy,all'that"théy:boﬁld get, because they felt like -~
that my dad, or somebody else, would buy them. S
. Brown: Was there a season vour dad bought them, orlall’throughrtﬁevyear? o
_Rec Childress: Oh,'they‘made'them'all through the yeare. .- R
~J. Broun: . Did your dad buy them just before a trip, or did your dad ‘dccumulate o
. baskets all year? . R o P B
Rec Childress: No, he would, ah, somewhere, whenever he got ready to go off -
on a trip, which that was mostly what he_followed-—he'would farm a little
bit, but the farming didn't amount to muche He'd go off and leave a '

cornfield and let it grow up, you knowy and take off a load of baskets.

But thére was, as I gaid, there was steres in Grayson county that bought’

them, and some here in Hart county, and some of them would have baskets all
the time. They was never without, If one.placejdidn!t have them, another

one woulde.

J. Pprown: I sees I : e .
\Rec Childress: Because they was buying them all the time, you.see.

’ ‘ . : Loy ro <.
' IR - .
. ) ' e, e . oo, - "
A . “ : . .« . B . ..




J. Brown: Aside from your fqther, ah how many othcr people in the communlty
. hauled these baskets and sold them out ofthe area?
Rec Childress: Well, I had, let's see, 1 had Uncle Sim and Uncle Felix and
 Uncle Rob, that was three. - Each one of them, each one of them would heul
.. these bqokets put and sell them. But as I told you that d=y down herp,
. -they didn't usuwally mnke long trips. A week or ten days; most of the time
+ - - they just trok one load, Sometimes, cne, one of my uncles, he would...
he made baskets all the time; and sometimes he'd go 4 making them and he :
 wouldn't take them to the store. He'd make them 'till he got a load, then -
he took them out and eold them himself, He got, of course, more out of
’ it, you see, that way. . _ A -
J. Brown: Outside the family, were there anybody thot 28, ah... ,
Rec Childress: Yeah, they was, ah, I told you of ‘one man, Webb.. Once in a
" while he'd go. He didn't go.too much., He didn't make +to0 many trips. But
whenever he went, he had a big pair of mules, and he'd have the longest
bwoket frame on his wagon of anybody I ever seen go out of thls country
- W"th . -
Jde . Schottenfeld' He dldn't have ‘one of those aprlng wngons°
Rec Childress: He didn't have the spring-wagon, he had a road wagon. And

"= " he went, YOIl BCEeas - -
{ . (/45. Schottdnfeld Could you- help me out a little and explain the road wagon
. . again, I really have no idea...“"
| . Rec Childress: A road wqgon? ‘Well, ah, 4 road wagon was. wooden axles w1th
I don't know if it was east or. iron thimblés on each end of it. Courue :
" they was made in fac+ories, ‘you see., Tliey was & factory in Owensboro,
- made the-: -Owensboro wagon. . And, - ah, they would make theng and.they was
all bolted together and fixed, you know, and ah... T
Mrs. Childre35°‘ Had spokes in them, - .- S o
Red Childress: And then a rim,..and then a- hub. To make the wheel there was
first 2 hub mide. _And’ they could make them different sizes. They‘d have
_' what you call a three inch hub and.some of them two and -three-quarters.
.~ And the 3 inch was a ‘bigger heavier wagon. And ~h,; md ah they would hrve
“-places in these hubs for spokes, end they would then...ah at the end of
" these spokes they had to be ‘the s-me all the wsy ~round qnd then they
| =3 o wns--the end of the- apoke was _cut down. hbout that 1ong -nd ~bout, something
i ‘-11ke 31 inch around. “And a rim fastened on to that.  And then after that
R rim was put on there," ‘why then there was a steel tire put on there about
N ~a half.inch thick., And they would carry, oh, 3000 pounds Or more. .
o I J. Brown: ThlB was the common wagn for “jauling heﬂvy goods? - :
o Rec Childress: ' Yeah, yeah, this was the common wagon for. hauling heavy goods.
. That was, that w-s the farm w-gon th~t you hauled off young tobscco on, -
© or hauled up wood, or gathered corn, or all that stuff,  But this su'lnr
. wagon, the spring wagon, where it started at was in the cities where,
where milk wagons =2nd bread wagons "and even freight wagons...I!'ve been in
" Louisville over 50 years ago when the street cars was there and a lot of
. -merchandise wonld come in on ‘boats. And they'd have these smring wagons
that was, oh, they was big and her»vy. A team we had couldn't have pulled
one, hardly. And they'd have these big, we called them Percheron horses,
5 .and that's the way their freight was jauled into the city. And, but...
o+ why my dad liked a. spring wagon, they was springs made, put on exles, and
"E,Lthen a bed made on that, 81d it was more...dld you ever see a buggy?

“he'd make a frame I guess 20 foot 1ong, and he'd take aload of them out when ff




Je Scholtenfeld Yeah.,
Rec Childress: Well, they had springs under them, you see.
“Je Schottenfeld~ So it was more comfortable to sit on, ' -
"Rec Childress: ...and they was much easier to ride in. And that's what my
dad--a road wagon was rough. If you went over a rough rond, which you
] . had plenty of them of, then, and jolty, it was rough.
- de Bro"n ‘Vas there anybody that made a trlp as long as your dad that you
~ herrd of?-

Rec Childress: Nobody that I ever knowed of, nobody that I ever know d of
Fothing but my dad. Some way or another, I don't know, the others dlnn‘t
like to be away from home that long or something. .I don't know what, Iut
that was his 1life. He liked it, and, ah, he followed it just like a man...
. ~whenever he was out on a trip, his mind was on that, and in fact, his mind

was on selllnp b1skets even when he was home, he was studying wbouf fixing
. ‘up and going on a trip. They was an old man down here used to be, to live-
" close to Cub Run, that mnde the remark one tire, he said, "well Elijah
~"Tom Chlldress," he says, "knows every hog path in the state of Kentucky."

And. it was a life .that ‘suited him. - And he didn't care--course he'd have
% these wagons, .and,. T giess we was made fun ofiilots of times, no doubt

-about thﬂt, by people., A covered wagon and a pair of miles, and they
wosn't in too good-of shape. . Course he fed them good enpugh, but you take -
“mules out on a trip like that, and.. drlve them, you know, for a month and ~ .
Tit's pretiy hard on- them. ‘ S :

Jo 'BI‘O*m‘ B Ivrhat 2ECeve. - LT o )

' Rec Chlldress' -The 1ongest two trlps...we mpde two trips south, I told you
" about them. A § far down as we ever went was Brownsville, Tennessee--
that's 4O miles this 51de of Memphls.- It took us L2 days to ‘make them

“trips, ‘ench trips i

(//’J. Brown . What sre man was your father when he started maklng those tr:ps,

* would you guess? ©°7 - (3Vy““““ s T N :

-Rec - Chlldress- I would- guess ‘that he was’ about, ﬂround 20 years old, or some-

* thing like that, ‘because I'w heard him tell...he said when he was 18 yenrs
--0ldy-his dnd and mother wasn't able to work, and he went to trying to- '
uupport them..- -And, the summer “that he was eighteen, or spring that he was ..
18 years old--his birthday wns in March, wasn't it, 8th March?

Mrs. Childress: - Believe it was 1n Aprll. No, it wns in harch.

" Rec Childress: 8th M.rch. - :

J. Brown:  You remenmber what vear “he was born? S ' _ <

“Rec Childress: ‘He went to Illinois and got a job to. work., Went to Beardstown,

. ‘Illinois. And,. I know after we got to hauling these baskets out and, and
~ahy withees I told you, we finally got to hauling them on the last with

-T-model trucks, after cars got here, you know, it got a little bit dangerous .
to0 get out with wagons. And we went by the place where he worked when he
‘was.1P years old. And then he was about, 2h, oh, 65 or 70 I guess.

J. Brown: What, year.would he hrve been born in? - ;

“Rec Childress: Well=-I don't remember what year he was born incee
Mrs. Childress: Wait a mlnute and I, I can tell you. He was 75 when hc passed
' awvay, wasn't he?

- Rec Childress: .I've heard him tell this much--I've heard him say that, that ‘his
mother told him after he got big enough to know...that, ah--all llttle
b-bies back them times wore long, they'd put long dresses on them, Boy
baby ‘or girl baby, they'd put long dresses on them. And he s2id that, ah,,

‘  his mother said that he was a baby whenever the Civil War broke, because,

' " gaid that her brother was in the war, and he come homs one day, and come

L\ " whenever he was baby’ with long dresses un.




C,-. J. Brown: So hé» made these trips several years before you went with him. '
/y' .\ Rec Childress: Oh, oh yes, he‘d_beenj_goi’ng for years and years before T ever
' " ‘yent with him. : : : ; - AR

P ﬁ. Brown: . What--how oldl ﬁére you whéh you made your first trip, and what was

it like? ' ~
_ Rec Childress: Best T remember I Was 15 or 16 years old. ‘Well, I enjoyed it.
. It was new to me, because I'd never been no farther than Manfordville or
g Bonnieville. - ' R . .
J. Brovn: Whab would it have been like from start to finish, when you londed
~ up, and how you went? : - -
Rec Childress: Well, we, ah, we had the spring wagons, and we -took, he took-a
- buggy and put me and my uncle in a wagon, spring wagon. And we started
. out, and, ah, we went up through... We 1ived over here on what you call
. Cane Run Creek, then.: And went up through by Priceville and Bormieville,
_ -and up to where the road-=you ¥now where Sonora‘'s at?" ‘
- .]*J. Brown: ‘Seen the nameees L T )
"Rec Childress: ~Yeah, ‘he .turned right there and went up through Hodgensville.
; |- . .So the first night that I ever camped out was about 3-h miles the other’
5 .7 iside of Hddgenville, and camped on th left hand side of the road. And
RO N -~ the woman »said-,-‘_-,the‘house is still standing, we once in a while are up in
9&‘ P .there, and the ‘place still looks. as natural as it did then~-and the woman,

-wh_t;ane'ver'dad asked her about us camping in the 1ot--it was on Snrturday
o “night=--and .she said, "yelly I'm 2 widow woman,"- and said, "My, I have
-:. 2 grown Sms, but," says nghey're gore out running.arpund, you kmow, on

. Saturday night, and," she .snys, "I guess it would be alright." She s3yS,
. "I hate to turn you down." - Says, "you all go ahead." And of course there
T D -:was plenty of water there and hay and things. And ‘some time in the night -
. b i . - they come ‘4n, .And they was drunk. Because at that. time whiskey mever had
~i-7. 7 peen voted out of Kentucky. " And~they was open saloons arywhere you went,
- and even country stores handled whiskeye. - Two dollars a gallon, 25 or 30.
P cents for a half a pint.- “And they'd been to New Haven, and they come in
o4 .. drunk. And they kind of. fussed around a 1ittle bit, you know, and rared
i T “around A little, because the wagons iere there .and they didn't know it.
SR . put they finally went on in and went to bed, and that, there wasn't no

more to that. 'So the next morming we ‘got up, was Sunday morning, and .- -

_ . ‘course after we felt like they didn't care sboub us being around, dad said,

Mell, we'll, we'll hook up and welll drive down to the foot of Mulrose (?)
Hill." And we did that., I-don't ‘know if you was ever around that road,
_or-not, anid, ah--S0 W& atarted down that hill and we met some tourists in

5 v "down that hill and they stopped us. And, ah, I don't know really what they
- |. - . - stopped us for—-maybe they might have bought some baskets--and they wanted .
" ! to teke a picture of us. And, SO wWe let, them take =~ picture of us,
* standing by the side. of the wagon. And some, somebody around, some of my
~ rel~tions ‘around the country's got thab picture now, but T don't remember '
where it's ate’ And we drove on down to the foot of this hill, and" its,
ah, right down 2 deep hollow. And therd was A man by the name of TWradley,
o0ld man, lived there. And my dad h-d been stopping there for years with
him. So he pulled in there and stayed over £i11 Monday morning. And
then, the next morning, we lelt out, and went through New Haven and up
through Lebanon, Kentuckye And I believe from Lebanon, we want through,
on through Danville, and, ah, to Richmond., And then we went from Richmond

‘a great old big dong car, L dem't know what kind it was now--and, Wwe started . :



| Ree Childress: . (cont.) ncross to Lexington, A nd that's where I told you
|  about staying in the livery stable.: PBut we spoyed in livery st~bles
B  every once in a while, if it was-b~d wenther, we'd pull in livery stables,
| . " And the difference, then and now, why these livery stobles, I noticed you
hnd n whole string of buggies sitting up and dwm the side of the street, .
vou know, Just like cars parked. And they kept several horses, and, ah...
'So we drove in there on Saturday night and laid over on Sunday, stayed

.@
.g\'

» .
e .

 Doys and girls on Sunday evening went to coming in there about dinrer,

and a boy would hire a’'rig--they called it a rig--to take his girl friend.
R ‘out in the country. And course the man that worked nt the stable--
‘ all the boy and girl had to do was sit down in the office., The horse vas
\ , hornessed up and put to the buggy and drove up to the office door and 21l
4. they h~d to.do was step out »nd get in the buggy. And they was charged,
\,-9_ I think, according to the time they kept the horse and buggy out. And,
\_ - that was the difference. :T..ithat!s not concerning baskets (laughs)ees -
' Childress) . . o .
s. Childress: - Huh-unh. That was before my time. (1lsughter)-

© - the baskets?
.- square and park. ‘And® )

I | PR RIS

- (End fhst: ha]i" tape) : ST ' ‘ 1.1

-J, Schottenfeld: -Yeah, it's working. -
" Mrs. Childress: ‘Is it working? ~

- J. Schottenfeld: Yeah, yeah.

‘Mrs. Childress: Now go ahead. :

~TRec C
' 3’. f_fAOf course now, you wouldn't dare do that, if you had a wagon.  They

" baskets that away. Sometimes--I, I pulled into Bowling Green onc’ time,

married, ‘I had another fellow with me. .And we pulled in on the square
there, it was one Saturday. We was starting out on a trip. I was.just -
-going with, just one load of baskets that time, myself.  Dad wasn't with

PR
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apicce for the baskets, and I sold some to some hardwares, and, ah--so I
_had a pretty good day. I think I made maybe 15 or 20 dollars profit with

| Aind, so that'!s the way we'd do- about pulling in there. And sometimes we
Lo would, we'd make the county court days--that wns on Monday. If they was,

- llarrodsburg or Lawrenceburg or Frankfurt or someplace like that, if it,
if we was close to it on Sunday, why Monday morning we got in there, and
that was Jockey day. for people to swap horses, you see, and other kind of

- businesse- T - e
J. Brown: There was 1otsiof,pepp1e‘around, hunh?

over there on Sund~y 21l d-=y. Well, I found out what the buggies was for. .-

JL'J,'Scthtenfeld: ‘Did you ever.get-to go on one of these buggy rides? .(to Mrs.: =

: "J. Brown: _In these towns that youall went .through, how'd you gofabbutﬁséllihg_;f

"Y' | Rec Childress: Well, ‘we ﬁduid,kaﬁ,fusualAthiﬁgAtheh,’we'ﬁbuld:pﬁil,gp 6pi§he’ S

e, I wasn't starting on a leng trip. And I guess I sold 12 or 13 béskéts 
there, just to farmers, you know, for a dollar apiece., Yell T gave 35 cents

them things. Which was more than you'd have made around here in a month. -

if wo wos in the Bluegrass country, why, if we wns going into a town like

10"

hildress: And we-would pull up there, you know. And then you wﬁs_ailqwea{ ‘-i' -

 “wouldn't let you park there. But then you had a right to, had_avpublic;.-;"1Ai-
' ah, set there all day. And we would, And , ah, so we'd sell quite a few .- :

whenever-=after I was grown, md Just a while before me and my wife was - ..-



Rec Childress: A nd court day--and, thcy'd be 3 Lot of pcople »nd you'd see a
1ot of farmers. A nd we'd sometimes sit there all dﬂy we fipured we'd
m~ke more th~t way than we would:driving. And did. Rut sometimes ittd .
be kind of dull, vou wonldn't sell very many. . o
| . Brown: How'd you sell them wholesale, as compared to tha’t,'P
E S0 Rec Childress: Ah--the baskets besides the Beeler basket, all the res + of
| the bnskets, why nine dollars a doren was the renulnr nrlce on it, that
- 15 cents apiece, you sec.
Je. Brovm: Iet me ask you arain what stores you went to to sell them wholeszle.
Rec Childress: What stores? Mardware stores, mostly. Wow we made a trip--
we made trips pretty often to Indiana. And weld go through Hvansville.
ind there was two wholesale places there that dad sold to. One of them-
wis, ah--let's see if T can think of it. It might not be there now.
Beement (?) and Sites (?) was one of them. A nd Parsons and Stovall was
the other one, They was wholesale houses. And they w-s one place at Owens-
boro when we'd go in there--Clark Implement Company--and we have drove in
there, -and drive up to his door with a whole load of baskets, 200 on it. L
And if he'd had pretty good luck with selling what we'd-sold him the veariﬂ
before, why, he'd ask dsd to make him a price on the whole lo~d. And,
I!'ve unloaded the whole load. Just, pull in there and unload a whole load
i there. Ty s
‘.J Brown- You mentloned aminute ago--you already told us" thls and we let the »', o
' tape run out--you memtioned that you took some things in trade to brlng S
S ~ back here and sell., Would you mind telllng that aga1n° .
- * Rec Childress:. No--I said that... ‘
. 'Mrs. Childress: Rec, their tape stopped R .o
.~:_Rec Childress: Yeah, .we wonld, we would take, ah, we woull trade for grocerles
that we eat. &nd then we would take, for things to bring home, we'd trade
~ for these check lines, maybe, ah, a set: or two of trace Ch“lns, and some--.
- times we'd trade for harness, to go on horses, you know--collﬂrs, horse
- collars--and we wonld trade for maybe a few pair of overhauls, new overall -
pants, brcause my dad knew that he could sell them to his hoys whenever-- ,
they, they 211 wore them, you see--whenever he got home., And... what clse, g
-~ can you think of? (to his wife) - : - '
|- Nro. Childress: Blankets, and bed spreads and chlldren's ghOGS.
"Rec Childress: Sometimes shoes, trade for shoes.
. .Je. Brown: Were goods a lot cheaper in the northern rart than they were hére? -
| - Rec Childress: WNo, they wasn't so much cheaper ‘than they were here, but that :
would, ah, that would cause him to make a sale, you see, where otherwise
- - they wouldn't of maybe bought the baskets:and give cash for them, .
J. Schottenfeld: He would trade you at his wholesale price or at his retall ,
» price? . - :
Rec Childress: Trade? ) ' ' R ‘
Jo Schottenfeld: When you traded the ‘baskets for poods, would the man...’
Rec Childress: . For goods...oh, traded them wholesale price.
J. Schottenfeld: Wholesale, .So you could make a profit on them when vou
_ came back? a
Rec Childress: Yeah, oh yes. He figured the merchant was making a profit on
what he had, you see, and course we had to make a profit on what we had,
) If we hadn‘t we wouldn't have made nothing.
" J. Brown: True. (pause) The other thing we let slip was, you were g01ng 1o
‘ finish describing the towns you went through on that first trip. We
misgsed the second half of that. Would you name those tovms?

1
i
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Rec Childress: We'd, ah, after we left Maysville than we started back gmm
.V the Chio river. - e o .
Sgﬁ5‘ Mrs. Childress: - Is that where you wanted him to start?
A Rec Childress: We startdd back down the Ohio river amd we camped at a place,
and, ah, it was close to Brooksville, And they was a--I'11 tell this,
have to put in just a little extra aleng, I don't know whether you mind -
it or not--if you do why tell me S0...

3 Jo Brown: No, I'd like to hear it. S
Rec Childress: They was an old hearse setting there. Glass sides, you know--
horsedrawn hearse, You know what a hearse is? Havl .dead people, you know,
. And my dad wanted to trade for it. g : :
/‘;D"}' J. Brown: Why? - ' '

Rec Childress: To haul baskets in. (much laughter) And sleep in it. I said,
- no, no., I said, not me. So I talked him out of it. .

‘Je Schottenfeld: . He was serious? He really...

- . - _Mrs Childress: -Ye~h. - .~ - . . -

.\ Rec Childress: -Yeah. And we come on back down through, ah... Ses, as we

‘,.. Yf;‘:‘_ -went up, we missed Frankfort, the state capital. Ve, ah--after we left -

. 1 .7~ Maysville, we come down through Brooksville, and Falmouth, Kentucky -- 4
, . ¢ . and that's on the Lincoln River--and, ah, sdmetimes we'd come to Covington.

, “That's Just this side of Cinncinatti. And then we'd come through
- Williamstown and Falmouth and Frankfort. . And then we'd come from
. Frankfort down through a little place on-the Frankfort and Louisville Pil
... named Graffenburg. We camped there a lot, There wrs a big church ther-
' - beside of a little creek. ' And that was an:old camping ground for us--
- - -beautiful place to camp. -And we.camped there. We'd come on through
Shelbyville and down through Taylorsville and Bardstown and back in through -

| .7 .» _ New Haven and then home, .~ -~ . . - . .
. 'J - 'J. Brown: . How many days did- that first trip take you? ; : ' I
4+ o Rec Childress: . Well, usually that trip, ah, we made that trip, oh, I don't
= lnow how mmy times we did mke it in the years th-t I went with him.
I . " About thirty days--28 and 30 days, E . _
‘ " Jo Brown: How many times would .you anproaximate-that you made that trip? - B
: © Rec Childress: :Well, we'd make it, I'd say, on the avera.e of twice to the G
St Cyear, And part of the time we'd go south, and part of the time we'd go
‘ to Indiana. 'See, I told you, one time,  one time when we went up there--
} -~ 1 told you that the other day--sh, when we got to Maysville, we hadn't
: -.-ever been in Ohic. And they was 3 wagons of us that time. lfy uncle was
! - -along with a wagon, and, -add.my dad had 2 wagons. They was 3 wagons of us.’
And that's the longest time I guess my uncle ever was out on a trip. And
5 he didn't stay till we went home. He left us at Cinncinatti and headed -
| straight for home. But we crossed over into Aberdeen, Ohio, and went -
| . “dovm through Georgetown. I remember going through Georgetown, Ohio,
| because it was the home of Ulysses Grant. And dovm through Coney Islands
| and throveh Cinncinatil., And we was on the busiest street therc was in -
i Cincinnatti at that time, Penrl Street; we was, oh, half a day driving
' through Clnncinatti with a wagon. - And we.came on down, too, to where we
f struck Indiana--where Indiana snd Ohio met, you know--and we crossed back
L\\ over into Kentucky at Mad%son, Indiana, .But we never made that trip -

but once. o " pear o ‘
Jo Brown: How many states, sh, did you go to 1n these trips?

Y.
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ffﬁld; Brown: . With baskets’ vk

Rec Chlldress Well, we, ah--out51de of Kentucky, we went into Ohio, and uo'

" went into Indiana, out as far, I believe, about as far as I was ever out
in Indiana with a wagon was Vincennes. It's on the Wabash river. And
-+~ we come back through Louisville with it.  But, ah, I never was, now, in’

Illinois with a wagon, but after we got to driving T-model trucks, we - ‘
did go nos to Beardstown, Illinois once, That was on the Illinois river,
. And of course it was a concrete highway went in there, but it was--the
~"I1linois river was out of its banks and we had to go through water I
guess that deep (indicates one foot) on that highway. But it was clear
and they had stnkes along it, you know. And they was carrying the mail
“into Beardstown in boats, - L - o
- Je Brown: I guess you'dirather been in a wagon than a T-model right then, .
Rec Childress: Yeah, yeah, I'd rather had » wagon. E ' :
“de Browvn: Ohlo, Indiana, I1linois with atruck... : '
- Rec Chlldress~' I, I was out in Missouri once, but we was in a T-mndel truck
| then. And I believe I told yousout that. The way we went there, we
-~ started south and we went. down through Bowli-g Green--no, we went down
i~ from here through Leitchfield, Falls of Rough, Fordsv111e, Owensboro,
: Henderson and Morgantown and Paducah. Then we turned right at’ Paducah
,‘--———-and went over. to Uycliffe, Kentucky--it's on the Mississippi river. .
“And we had to get on a boat there~-they called in the Three States Landing

“l_-boat and 1% was 7 miles up-to Cairo, Illinois, up the MlS issippi. See,- S

L the Ohio empties.into the Mississippi at Cairo. And we pulled into Calro,';::' 4

' the boat pulled into C=iro, and we had, of course we didn't have to get -
off of it there} but then it pulled 1round to Byrds Point, Mlssourl, and

7 there's where we pot off, -Andwe: just; :drove out to Chﬁrlestown, Hlssourl--v;fl-

hat's as far out as I was ever, ‘out in Charleston,. Missouri. : But I~

-’ﬂ;;<9f"nover told you. the other day, my dad used to, he used to make trlps on theriﬁl’:.-

traln.-

¢ ,'-.‘.rr ',"

"/ "Rec Childress: . And sell.those baskets. -
Jo Brown: How'd he carry them on a train?

Rec Childress: Well, way he done that, he would go to one. of the merchnnts, hf - Tk
) © just 1like he did when we was hauling them on a ‘wagon, and the merchant. would}“""

' "Hi;have a thousand, or Tifteen hundred, or twelve hundred and sometlnes-— -
' about fiftéen hundred's the most I, they ever had, as I remember of, And
.- he'd buy these baskets from the mrrchant and the nmrchnnt Uould—- he'd buy

_ them where the merchant would deliver to the railroad.’ “And, ‘eh, he
‘mostly done “that when we lived in Grayson cowity.  He'd buy them from
this A. J. Clemens and A.,J. Higdon, two stores thnt carried them, close -

together, They'd haul them to Clarkson-and ship them to places he wﬂntcd; o

He'd give them the name of the places he wanted them shipped to., And he
. went. to Leitchfield, went to Clarkson and bought a thousand mile ticket--
give 20_dollars.for it-~on the train., And he, he would carry a sqmnle,
.- two sample baskets with him. A big one, bushel basket, and--mayhe 3,
maybe a half bushel and a peck basket. He carried them with him. -He had -
a right to, on the train, you see. And when he went in to towm, why, B

he, ah, just earried this basket to ~1l these stores »nd showed them wh~t = -

he had- for sale, you see, And they bought them, and then--of course if
they bought them, why they h~d, they had tronsportation theirself bec~use
- their goods, you know, they had to transport their other goods in there,
and so they'd just go out theirself to the depot and bring them in. And
he went as far ns, he went ns far out as, ah, way out in Missouri-- o
Springfield, Went through St. Louis snd Springfield on ore trip., And one

S e * . . 4-"' ’ ‘- <7 e ! ! ‘
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trip he went to, ah, he went to Chattaﬁooga and Chickamauga, Tenncssee.
Md, ah... '
Bro:n -5 this before you started going with him?
Rec Chiddress: That was before T started going, yes.
do Brovme " Could you estimate what year that would have becn, that he did
these train trips? _ .
-Rec Childress: How long it...?
Je Brown: Whnt year that, would have been.
Rec Childress: HNo-~well, let's see. I wws born in 1”03 and T, I thinlk mnybe
I was about 15 ye~rs old whenever I made the first trip. That wonld have
heen about-~I would have been about ten-~ten, twelve, fourtcrn, Tifteen
yoars old.,  lle made that a right smart 1little while.
- J. Drown: ‘Did the train stop in a town 1onw enongh for hin to go sell his
- “baskets and then to get on?
Rec Childress: - No, no,. no, no, . He juﬂt h1d t0ees
Je Browm: Me had to do that before the train got there? '
‘.V:Rec Childress: -Yenh, ‘he--like whenever -he started out on the train, likc his
B first, miybe his.first bunch of baskets would be shipped to Owensboro

.- - next bunch was shipped quite a distance from: ‘there,
“Js Brown: I see, .- .
i Mrs, - Ch;ldrees- See, he stayed maybe a couple of dﬂys...I mean in each town.
-Rec Childress: And he'd be gone several deys on that trip on the train.
[~ de Brown: - 1I see. -
. fRec Chlldress And T know when he told about going to Chattanocoga on that
"7 trip, now that was ‘before ‘I was even big enough to go with him--why,
whenever he went there on that trip, why he sald there was sn old soldier's’
~ reunion in Chattanooga. ' And they was going to go out in Chickamauga
.battlefield, these-old soldlers, ones ‘that didn't get killed, you know,
in the- ClVll War. °And he went out there with them. And he sald they was.
. pleces of cannonballs sticking in trees, you know, andthings, and,..and
- he ‘said then they decided that some of them wanted to take a boat in
“place of going on the train. They wanted to take a boat from the, .
- Chattanooga down to Paducah, I believe it was, down the Tennessee river,
“And he got. on theboat with them, and wént down on that boat, I think the
: way he talked they had some pretty big times (laughs), a—drlnklng end...
J. Brown: Well, your dad enjoyed this? -~ |
‘|'Rec Childress: The tr:ps I went? R
Jo Browvn: Yeah. ' : S
Rec Childress: Oh, I really enjoyed it, yes I did, I enJoyed it. Becaunse when
’ you got up of a morning, why, ah--well eope01ally the first trips, why, I.
was going somewheres new.  Now after I'd been on several trips I knowed
- where I was going then when I got started out on one. But it was a :
challenge to you, you know--you'd get up of a morning and start out, ‘and
. you'd wonder, well, how many baskets will T sell today., Will it be a
 good day or will it be a bad one--and we had both kinds. Sometimes you'd
. drive all day and we'd...we'd mect up of a night, He'd take one road (I

and then pick out atown ahead of us, nbout twenty-five miles. Like, for-
instance, if we was going to leave here-~or, well, not: here would have
. been too far, it would have been 50, 50 miles to Bowling Green. But if we
~ was down about, ahses '
~ J. Brown: Brownsville, or somewhere 1ike that?

A
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and  Henderson. Well he went there. He sold those baskets. Well the L

a mornlng—-he'd pick out a road for him to go and one for me to go, abouba..
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hildress: Cave City, or somewherc like thab, why, he'd start ont and |
het'd po 31-W ~nd hetd, he would gend me through Glasgow and that rond and

© we'd meet in Bowling Green that night.

£pat I told you about -going to the Elu
you see--ve gob in Lexington and ve dr

A nd the first trip I ever went,
egrass--first time T was ever out,
ove in this livery stable. I

remember the man's name because we stayed there quite abit after that--
his nome was Mark Horning(?), that run the stable. So my dad told my

. uncle--my.vncle wasn't married, he jus

then the other one--my dad told my unc

"+ said, "Now Rob, you and Rec -stay aroun
~ghould sell, several baskets just off
it was 18 miles up. to Paris,- and he h

a little frame on the back end of it.

t stayed sxound first one place and
le, he said--his nane was Bobh-- he
d town Hoday. You cen sell, or
the wogon retail to farmers." And
ad a buggy with cne horse Lo it and
He'd haul, well, he'd put a couple

~ dozen baskets on it. But he had a bunch of .baskets shipped to Paris.
And he said, "I'll go up to Paris and . '
- _back here tonight," which was 36 miles
T I'11 be 1l-te afgétting in,"ibut-hé'

sell them baskets and meet youall
there and back. And he said, "Now

says, "I'll be bock," Ve said,

"AMright." - And it was a kind of a little bit of trying time on me. Ahe..

- along a little while ~fter dinner, my ‘uncle said to me, he said, "Rec,"
" "he said, "I believe I'1l go home," I

said, "Go home?" T said, "Wh>t are ;

you talking abdut;"~:1’séid,i"xou'wquldn'tjgO‘off and leave me here?"

Childress: -And was you glad to see hi
hildress: - It was a while before he mi

§oysy “where!sipohiat?"f"well'I;says,; »
-1 s-id, "Yes." “"hy," he says, "my goodness sokes alivel" ~That was a
word he'd s

slice or two, two slices of bre-d, I b
hndn't heen out too long, then, and he
heavy spender, - So.went on back to-the

- mgelly™ he says, "Elijah'll be-in here after awhile ~nd," he says,
. Myoutll make"itfalright.“f~8aysg "ther
'He got homeshick. A nd I, I didn't want him to go. ‘But finally I seen
"he was pretty well determined to go an

e ain't nothing to bother you."

d finally I told him, "Well, alright.

" The team.was in:the_stnble,iyou?See,,thevlivery'stable.'_And3 so he went

" over there and crught a train, - He wanted--=it was about two squares from
" “the stable, the railroad station was. .

“there -to the depot,.and I went with him, and he got -on the train and

‘Hle wanted me to go with him over

‘hended home." - Sometime after dark my dad come in. -

M. s IR }7.
ssed my uncle Bob. And finally he
"He?s‘gone.home.ﬂffﬂe says, "Home?"

) ay a whole lot, - He s~ys, "4hat in the world did they, did he
‘mean," says,.M'go off and leave you her
ngaid he believed he'd po home," I says, "He's just pulled out home."

,,_Ho~fretted'about,it a little bit and finally he says, "Well," he said,
 mct's go up here and get us-abite to '
I says, "Why sure we can make it." And we went up there to a little-
‘restaurant, And he always liked fish.

. I resn a fish...of course, restaurants

" Put anyhow then they kept fish there all the time. And, ah, fish with a

e by yourself?" - "Well," I says,

eat." He says, "We can make it."

And he pot us 2, a hamburger,
then, you know, were cheap plncess

elieve, with it. And CocnColas
got us aCoke. -And he wasn't a
stables »nd slept In onr wWayons

that night. And we got up the next nerming and he went to starting me
out on trips b myself, Just like .my uncle. Course ry uncle had been :
going with him for years, you see, But--I think mayoe the first dry, why, '

we went along together, and finally he

said, "You reckon," he said, "you

could make 1t," he says, mif I'd send you out by yourself?" "Why," I

said, "yeah, I can make it." "I didn't

care to ask people, you kmow, if I

5
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1dn't...of course I d1dn't know the country because it w-s the Jlrst trlp
I was. up there., I didn't care to csk them. And he'd pick out a read for
‘mc-to go and one for him, told me where to meet him'at. Of course he
knowed the distance, he'd been so.mch he knowed pretty well the distance
without even asking anybody himself, And we donc that till we got home, .

Mrs. Childress: People trusted each. other then, you know, They could sleep

by the .side of the road. _ i :

J. Brown: - Yeah. De hard now. Vhat would have been the last year that, ah,
you and your father made that, uh, made a trip together?.

Rec Childress: Well of crurse the 1qst trip we made together was in a T-model
truck and (aside to wife) do you. remerber how long 'ago it's been? It vas
a whilc before d~d passed away, wasn't it? .

Mrs. Childress: Yeah--it was--our two ol'est children wns about L and S, or

3 and 5 years old, and let's see, (the oldest) is L8 and Cornell's Lb6.
(thﬁt makes it ca. 193L).

":J;-Schottenfeld "How many years do you thlnk he took the truck around? eV'

;;Rec Childress: The trucking’

J. Schottenfeld: “Yeah.

" Rec Childress: Welles.. -~ . o 'Q"-

Mrs. Childress: How many years did he go ‘in the truck, is what she means. -

‘Rec-Childress:. Well, I understood her, I was studylng how long it was.:,Ivf

.. ~don't guess over ten years, was it?
Mrs. Childress: . No, ‘ten or twelve.,

1. Rec Childress: Ten or twelve years, I guess, t1ll he got so that he wouldn't

go out, - I guess~—we stayed with the wagons ti1l sbout ten, ten or twelve - - :
years, I buess, before he quit, before he got ‘to where he was too old to go.“f.:

A-EJ. Schottenfeld: - Was there a b1g dlfference, going out in awagon, and w01ng out

in a truck?

.?_Ree Childress: @ mny dlfference?
1. J. Schottenfeld: -In the feeling of the trip. :
"~ Rec Childress: Well, ah,- they was, they was a lot of dlfference in it. And

~different, snd in different ways. He never did make anything after he

_“started going ‘with the trucks., He made money, when he went with the ‘_ o
wagons.  But after he went to buying old T-model trucks--he never. d1d o
buy a new one, and he always got one somebody else had wore ont

T J. Schottenfeld: Why didn't~-could he have 'gone back to the wagons? .
- Rec Childress: Well, one reason he got to going with the "trucks, why, evcry

_year traffic got a 1ittle heavier on the highways. I'we been driving - - .
wagons along and ‘they'd pass me, and their fender would tip the end of .
“the olngletrees. That was petting pretty clese to you. L

-~ J. Schottenfeld: ~"Times were a-changin'." : : -
- Rec Childress: And sometimes they'd be drunk, you know, ~nd drlve alonﬂ Just

as hard as they could go, and waving their whiskey bottles nt you, you

know. ITve been out, and I was so glad to get in off the road ot nlght

time. Especially if it wns weekend, Saturday evening, up here in the

_ Bluegrass country. That was worse, than anywhere else,

J. Brown: Mr. Childress, we've kept you at this for nequy an hour, now...

Rec Childress: Oh, that's alright.

J. Brown: There's a lot more stuff that I'd really like to hear about,
1ike=~I'd like to get you to tell me about how the baskets was lo~ded . on,
and I want to get some more detail about the trips. Would you obJect 1f
I came back, ah, at a later time, maybe in a week or so?

Rec Childress:  Not a bit,...not a blt, ’ :

J. Brown: This has been really nice of, you to spend time with me, Thank
you. Let me turn ‘this thing offy + - . . L

..
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