Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®

Folklife Archives Oral Histories Folklife Archives

9-14-1983

Interview with Jeff and Gwen McKinney (FA 1)

Manuscripts & Folklife Archives
Western Kentucky University, mssfa@wku.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist

6‘ Part of the Folklore Commons, and the Music Commons

Recommended Citation

Folklife Archives, Manuscripts &, "Interview with Jeff and Gwen McKinney (FA 1)" (1983). Folklife Archives
Oral Histories. Paper 315.

https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dIsc_fa_oral_hist/315

This Transcription is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Folklife Archives Oral Histories by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please
contact topscholar@wku.edu.


https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_fa_oral_hist%2F315&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/321?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_fa_oral_hist%2F315&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/518?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_fa_oral_hist%2F315&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

'-Occvpatlon

N ' TN A
Lodiue oy o Hdamne D't‘(.\{ et ,Uf‘n [{ehe J

_~INFORMANT DATA SHERT-- | Course ____ Instructor

———

Sem Qster . Year

Name of Informant jeéf ond C—(wen NL,LC.(M'\Q)

' £2 : : ' ' .
*Pc“manent address—-—otreet ?\“ 2, Eox ’ ' - N Cit}"[f,k)i‘.ﬁ.lﬁ‘"rj

State: f\)( 12‘54 . ._ County Uﬁ‘“" 3 | Phone: 7Jb *9 7L’D
1902  Sex: _/)/\ . . IR Birthplace- («Dﬁ‘““ [@Lbn,?L7

Other placeo “informant llVFd and dateo. ﬁla?— /QélLL7
Rcllglon M%A\A}L‘ - ‘ Etlmlo Bac]’gruund fa—ftl»-)x 74‘84'1« ULW:’ \“Lﬂ

Languages. soo]fen other than EI;ill h
‘Fa,{‘f'd—ﬁ ra

o roact Highest education level:

': Skll‘ls/outsul.e 1nterests‘/hobi>ies:
‘Travel experience:
_Cdmnunlty and I‘FllUlOLa act1v1tle<" o : » _' o .
' _Marltal status: }vw'md | Family slze pa M;}L‘-‘LU—}, } S~

8iblings and their 'loca‘tion: 7..Lpl7j/ -2 4 5.'

Father's name: ':kuvw/& LQMM Birthplace: Le 7’ ban. -Cb'
ho“her' a name SLL)M, K/l P e/i . -Bir,thplace: Laﬁ loan éD D

Relatlonshlp of informant to collector:

" Folklore genres collected From informant:

Collector's full name: Drew Beisswenger ' o S Age: ol Sex: e

Campus .address'i : A A : : - : Telephone:4)5.297-6809

- Permanent address: 3807 Iilldale Rd.

MNashville, Tennes%e 37°L) ‘
Pate, time, and place of J.nte’ov1ew:"

Context of interview (i.e., description of setting, people present etc.)
_ , ¢ s Deop » /

Please  list other relevant -data ‘on reverse side.

Wanuscr:pts % Fo!khfe Archives.
Library Special Collections
Western Kentucky University



1:1/30 . JM.9,14.83 _/’@

(Begin side oﬂeé—Drew Beisswenger intervie@ing Jeff and Gwen McKinney.)

DREH;.‘Lét'me get yoﬁr_addrgss spvtha; in case I need to ﬁrité you, I'1l
: kﬁow.j '

JLFF:  Jett licKinney.

DREV : .Okay,rié that K-I-N-N-L-Y?

jEFf: Uh huh,[MéKin#e&.

1DREH: Okay, and address?

YJEFF; Lewisburg,'ﬁohte 2, and(?) _(Q.H.i) Réute 2.';(J;M;:) Hm mm, néw
youAtell him the rést of it;A | | ‘

DREW: ‘Ihat'il;probably be:enqugh.

GWEN: Box five t;o(f); one.five two.“

DREW: Box one five two;

V‘JEFF:_ And the code number,'i.guess(?j you wénﬁ'that; IAguéss._

GHEN; . Four fwd tﬁéffiftyesixg |

DREW: What-éounty is thisfv

JEFF: Logan. |

DREW: And your name isf-?

GWEN:l Cﬁen;

DKEV: First name is Gwen. (G.le:) Hm mm. (D.Bffthkay.. Okay; I'm
going td say tﬁe dape in ﬁere so that 1'll remember that.
This is Septémber fourteenth, 1983;'and I'm atAJeff.McKinney_
and Gwen'HéKihneY's house in Lewisburé; gnd.we‘re;gbing to

talk abéut ééme of the old shape-note singing that Jeff

quinﬁey.wés_in,_ Let me ask also for fhié_duestiohnaire, what
religion a;elyou? ’

JELE: Hethodist. |

DREW: Hethodist? and ‘what year were you born?

&
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Nineteen two, sixth month, twenty-fifth day.

_Do‘yoh'know what; where your folks came from beforé they_camé

ﬁere?

Virginié.

Virginiaé' and vhat were their names?
Oh,‘my.dad@y‘s.ﬁame ﬁasf-

Kimmel. (J;n,:) uh?  (G.l.:) Kimmé1,4Wasﬂ't,i;?

No, my mother was a Kimmel. and my-daddyfé name was J. We

McKinney, James William, and-my granddaddy‘s name was Jack

McKinney. .
Do you know what.your mother's first name was?
She was Kimm§1.>‘

Is that her--~ (J.M.:) liy mother. (D.B.:) last name or, was that

her maiden name or her first name?

Susan Kimmel.

“Susan. VWere they both from,around.Virginia?

No, my dad married her. here in Logan County. She.was'a Kimmel.
Do you know where they were born?
They was born here in Logan--

Here in:Logan County?! 4And you had how many brothers?

‘There was six of my brothers, six brothers, and I made the seventh,

six bro--, boYé and two girls, ah seven boys and two girls.
Do you have any- sons and daughters?

I've got, I've gbt three dahghters; no, two déughtérs. AMy boy,

there's his ﬁicture;fight back there. liy boy, I lost him about

three or four years ago.

Four years. .

Unm, what was your main job-- (J.M.:) lluh? (D.B.:) while you. were
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growing, what was your main job? Farming or-- .

I farmed, I mined seven years, and 1 worked on the railtroad

about twenty-nine.years.

Ukéy. That's, that's ail}f@r.that. Wefe.thgre'anylginging,
ééhoois in this aréa Back theﬁ?‘

Singing_schths?

Arogﬁd fhis area?

Uh yes, there's lots of them(?).

When did they. stop being so common? :

Gh, about when my brother died. I've went-to'threelor four

singing.schobls.sihce he died, and he died in sixtj-eight.

Do they still have any? (J.Me:) Hmm? (D.B.:) Do they still

- have .them now?

JEFF:

- DEREW:

JEFT: .
DREW':

. JEFF:

DREW:

Jurf:

DREW:
GULI:

DRLW:

JEFF:

GWEN 2

I hayeﬁft-heard a one in, I don't guéss in six years, singing
schools. (D.B.3) Hmm. (JJM,:) "I don't think they have.
‘Vere they taught at a church? (JLM;:):Muh?_(D.B.:)'Were they .

taught at a church?

Yeal, yeah.

What -cliurch? .

The 1a$t'bné I was to, I reckon, was'Grgen.Ridge Baptisf Church.

Fellow by the name. of Chester Whitescérver taught it.

Chester?

Whitescarver.

“Whitescarver?

Whitescarver. (D.B.:) lUmm? (G.li.:) I said, "Whitescarver."

'Is he still in this, does he live around here?

Yeah, he lives at Russellville. .

Russellville..

@
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CJE¥F:  I'11 teli‘you} singing's just about of thezpast.A'It's down(?) 
7 hefé(?).. Alllthe:Sing) I don't:cail it singing, Of course I
likeféld.éongg; but wé used to get the Stamps and‘Ba¥tér song~ -
. N
~ books and'there_ﬁagvtwo or ‘three more. I can't remémber nothing
now.jwe used fo get theﬁ every ycaf, and we'd siég.new songs.
How, I go to Church; theylgot a fellow ﬁp thefe that don't know
one nété-froﬁ an;ther leading, and.ho_jusf séngs“ﬁheréame old
sonzs over and ovef, over and over. and I doh';_like it.- I
.likelit‘;f aAcHchh_but whenlI go to a singing,ll'want-to heat -
new songéo Dut I'11 nevef'hedr any mofe'néw sonés;
GUEN; Théy just don't sing the& like they did, and.that's:the reason
| he(?) don‘tc?) like it, I guess; . o | o
.DﬁLw:_ Do they still use theée.kind of bpoks in-;he chu££ﬁes? (Several
paperback hyﬁnals.Belonging to the-HéKinneys afe sitting-on,a
table.in-frént of Lrew.)
JEFF; That there,. what, that bo£tow:oﬁe,'they ﬁse'thé bqttom one.
| Thékh,they use it-- |
CWEN: VWell, they-use'anothe}:n; though(?),:dont‘théy?
JLFF: - nd I've got, I got some more here. - (lir. HcKinney- looks inside
thé piano behch.)"How here%ano~-,_hereVs-one just 1iké ﬁhatAone.
I'11 bring it over(?) there(?), aﬁd,hgre's,'hére'g_a Mgthédiét
hymnal, ani.this is a JLCH};>QWQ frtﬁér,bookn' ﬁqw,-theyﬁgsed
._that one and that-one; ot hoorete a, Fore s one ny daughﬁerﬁin~
Ly Bwother &—b6Uth o , “she sent me this s
Lre Nyomings, Cheyemne.  bee, il's vound totes. |
CLAI }hn}nmn' Hm7mm.. You.QOn’t lite the rqpnd.as'much?

‘Tt HNo, sir. On the round notes, they're for a piano player that-
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GWEN:

JEFF:

GUEN :

JEFT:
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plays

plays by lines and spaces and letters, Ebeee(?) letters. Now

you talie a piano pldyer that plays by shapé‘notes, she can play
an oldisong; Dut you, they have to play by letfers. Now that
girl there, middle one there, (lr, HcKinney is pointing toward

some pictureé;) I sent her to, oh she, a~living right out there

RusLe

in forty, about forty-four, and she went to takingjlessons over

here at Lewisburg, and she took 'til, we moved to other place,

1 sent her:té Bowling Green to take .lessons, and Alaba--, what

- was it?.

Bir@inghém.:'

Birminghém,'§lébama,:apd sh?.took'down there frpm'James‘D, Vaughan.
Now heAwaé_James D.4Vaughan‘s grandson,.and gshe took,- stayed déwn
there.a month or t%o and took Ieséons, coﬁe back, she : finished

schiool at seventeen years old. I lived Russellville (Russell?)

‘up here then and she went to Owensboro to.get her a job, put

hef application‘in for a job, and when shie got there, why they

wanted her to céme right oﬁ and 36 to.work;

G.E. : D ome (J}H;}):Huh? (G.M.:) G.E.
Yeah,'G.E.,.and she stérted'there.and she decided éhe wanﬁed to -
téké sohe more musié 1es$ons, and she did. She went to a fellow,

some old man there, he teaching, and lie taught her for a while,.-

and he. told her, he said, now he had six or seven pianos in

GUEN:

JLFF: -

tﬁéré; the room, he(?j gaid;'”Yoh go - in thefe and play," he

sald, ”Rlaijqét iike you genefally-plgf;”

At home. ‘ | |

Yeah, and hg said she went in fhere and_playédjtwo or_thfee songs,

come back, he said that hc‘juét looked at her .and said, '"Don't
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. DREV:

JL¥F: Oh, yeah, I--
GWEN: .

DREW:

JLFF:

GWELl:

DREW:

JLFFs
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you nevér come back to me," says, "'you know more abauf‘it-rightv‘
now than I do.”'(Laughé.) Now'l  xxx h " _she's ﬁy girl,

but now she can play thelpiano,[

Huh, wow. ‘Sﬁ why did you géAdovn to Léuren¢§burg, becéuse, was. -

the school better there?

There wasn't any music schools like that around.here..

Ch, that,4this_is'more‘the short singing schools, and they had

. a long one.

Yéah, they didn‘ﬁ, aroundlhere,,theyfd juét teath:ten léssons}

But mostly we went fér, éh befofe(?)'we,_we wasAany size(?), we

had a sing. I know I'Ve'beenichurch, and daa said, “Jeff, get
up.hére;” Maybe IP& set there énd wouldn't go, but when he.sai&
the Sécénd.timé, now 1 wehﬁ. They, you had'to.mind thep, don't, 
like-~ " |

Ihis'daughtef XXX he's_talkiﬁg aﬁout, you shoulabheéf
her ﬁléy now. She plays for all the‘big chufches;in Télédo.

Hmom, oﬁ. : | |

she's good enough,. they'd give her, they payed for her 6rgan-

. lessonss (D.B.:) Umm. (J.H.:) Shelsjust as good on ‘the organ

© DREW:,
CJEFF:
e JEEF

e

JEFI:

as she is piano. (D.B.:) Hmm. (J.M.:) “Now, I went mostly

for voice lessons out there, is what I went for..

What part did you sing?
. ;}?

alto. I sung alto from when(:?) L's(?). that highi'tiljbforty"

sqmé“odd years oldy

Now, Were,mosﬁlof the people men who went to the singing school’
or were there men and women?

No, men and women, all.

@
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yuhﬁq_,Umm,Aiﬁ ;he s?;—, in the shape;hote Book_that we Qse, usﬁally
thejﬁ;n sang,the_béss and- the tenor,land'then fhe-womenvsang }
‘the alto.and éoprano. How does it WOrk‘for ygu7

'JEEF:t‘Yeah, well-- .

GWEN The'bags(?5~-“ - XXX

JETE: Well, in- the wqy’we was, the four Brothers? it's(é)'first
.étértéd out quaftét. Jim Was1a s6§rano, énd-I'sﬁng the alto,
and Les sung -the tenor, andvmy brother Lewis sung the bass.
and that's the way it wgs,

DREN:>fAnd you sang songs bpt;of these books?

JEFF; x?eah. o |

GWEN;_ Then whénevér'Juné.grew up Uig;enough,.why ghe was therpléye:.

DREW : Okay3_yoq had a piﬁno.plé&er.then? | N

JEIF: Yeah. | ‘ | |

‘.DRQW:> L seéf

JEFF: Yep. 'And ﬁere's_anqthef mess,of;ﬁ@éehymnals.f (Sﬁuffling soﬁnds.)

| _How both of éhgm-- | .. |

DREW: That's the.Broadmﬁn, yéah.

© GUEN: We(?) used to .go to the ;ingings sémétiﬁes(?) néarly eﬁer} Sunday.

JEFF: This here is, "this here ' is é Baptist BéOk hére.A(D.B.:)'Uh huh.
(J;H.;) and that's a Methodist. I call fhem>catalog§; (Drew.
1éughs;),‘ i |

DREN: Tell me.agéin how long X@EXK you stayed dovn at Vaughan;;

JEFI':  Oh, I guess q‘ﬁonth at altiﬁe. | |

DREW: For two year$, or--

QEFF:;-Nd, juét weﬁt;'we weﬂg along about February‘And stayed the month

~of February. Then we, next year, me and Jim went. Well, all of

|
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(JEfF Qs'went tﬁe first time, but the next year just me and Jim went.

CONT:) -« . ‘ T : |

' And while wé»wasldown there, wélhad to leave Les. He‘s(?)_

ANéshvilie.HOSPital‘ahd we had ;5_1eave him. |

' DREW£ ‘That was in téepfyfséveﬁ'aﬁd twééfyéeight?l

JEFF: Yeah-huh.i

DREW 2 Okay.‘ ﬁidﬂYOufgver gq'baék again?

1;JEFF: No,:dh i;didn't. Jimmy(?) did. Jim went back theré énce_more<7),_

DREW: Did they give.yogié diploma or;certificaﬁé fhat you,got.thrﬁugh?

JEFF: No.! -ue did.him;. Now Jim was a singer; I've seen him také
tunes—%V | | |

‘;GWEN: ©Jim was"the.léédef. (D;B.i) Oh.

JEFF: ;Yeaﬁ, he was leader. lle, l'vé seen‘him take new books, and
-they've, they've testéd him out right over here. He'd call
him, éi;e him ﬁéw boék, call him over there, If&e seen‘him_ﬁiés
“the secoﬁd,:tﬁe first aﬁd gécoﬁd vefse'a li;tie,'but when he
got ‘to ‘third vgrse,‘he had it down,'.Doan.thiﬁk he didn't
have it. | |

DREw;' ﬂbw ﬁany Peoble were in the éinging séhools down in Vaughan?

- JEFFy Oh, 1 doﬁ'tiknow,.jﬁst ever, i éduldn't,'couldh‘t eveﬁ tell

| you. |

~ DREW: Was it a lot of pebplé?

JEfF:. e had,Ayeah,;hé.had a great big place. He told me; Mr. Vaughan
toid me; fhaﬁfs whén‘l wa; out, he ééid, "My income's ground
sixty- thousand dollars a.month, thén. |

DKEV : ﬁidiyou evér teach a_singiﬁgAschoél?

JEFF: ‘Iile'?- No.- |

DKLW: You didn't? -

.IIIEI:III‘ ‘; | ." _ :4 ) I
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DREW :

. JEFF:

GWEN :

"~ JEFF:
" DREW:

JEFF:

DREW:

JLEFE:

GWLN:

JLFF:

- DREW:

JLEFF:

LREM &

) Um mm(no),

Bgt your brother and yaur fathg? did?

Yééh; oh yeé; I went with my dad to a lots.of'théé when-I Qasn‘t‘ 
ﬁhat highT (Chgéklest) | |

Did'a 1ot‘qf the pebble whp'wént £o tﬁé Vaughan‘schools go 80

that they could start quartets, like-you did?

Ah yeah, me and, me and iy brother, we sung imnr one.quartet fdr,

I don't kﬁow; fivé:dr.six months. -

Well, hg meaﬁsléthers,'tﬁough. 2 _xxxv
Oh,'yeaﬁ, yeah. That's what-7

Did most of. the quaftets}sing out of  these bobks?

m mn.  (D.Ba:) I see. (Jubio:) Yeah, Vaughan. . .

fmm. Well ah, tell me how the siﬁgihg school's have changed

over the yeafs;- llow many were there éround, have you lived
around here all your Iife?"IniLewisburg? |
No, 1 was born about ss—A

| XXX

About seven miles from here. This, yealh, I've been here all of-

'my life, up'arouﬁd——

Were they a lot more common back in the nineteen twenties?
Singing schools?
Oh yes, yes sir. I know, we was talking about, I know of, every,

nearly every .5unday evening when' 1 was a boy, there'd be people

come in. there, high as forty, to sing .-xxx _ “but they

‘don't do it now. I ain't, they don't have a singing nowhere, .

only to make money out of-it, you see;

Hmom.. They sing every S--, they used to'sing every Sunday night?

@23
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PRLW: |
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JEFF:

© DRLMW:

JEFF 3

DREW:

JEFF: -

DREW 3
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Ah;.tﬂey‘d, used to sing, thgy‘d.have‘a niéht OT two. a week,.
#hey'd mect qﬁd nLng, practice-pn new songé;' |
Fa@ily, or jﬁst;; | |
Ng;vjust evefyquy.

Hverybody. R

Uh'ﬁuh.‘ Qhen‘ee—, neérly'evérybody sung thén.
Was that at a particulér ﬁhurcﬁ?

Ah;_that;'?géh, jﬁst Any church.

Any §hurch3

They'd hgyeié singing and wé‘d 805
They'diswitch.frbm churcﬁ to_churéh?

Yeah,‘hm mm.. I know, I was working on ﬁhé'railroad, and I was’

‘working, my dad was teaching a singing scthllat out in BfQ“¥1er
'and‘me‘aﬁd my. brother;'yeah I was working in the mines then

seven yeaf. "lMe and my brother went out there,  and one

Friday ﬁight, he taught at, it's closing, night he'd have a
big singing, the closing(?) of his schools, and on Sunday he

died. Hext Sunday, he died.

limm. When was that?

.That‘was,_éh, twenty-three; Nineteen twenfy-three.

Would there usually be one person who'd lead the sing? Or
would they switch?
Oh yeah, that's, that's what it's for. ‘Ypu see, the singing

school, that what it's for, to teach leaders to sing. And, $0

if he had any would lead, why he put them up and let them lead

what they wanted to.

Mave'they changed.much over the years?

azce
A Manuscripts & Folkiife Archives

Library Special Collections
Western Kentucky University
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DREW 3
. JEIT:

GWEN :

DREV :

JETF: -

GWEN:

DREW :
JEFF:
cwmﬁ:
DREW

JUFF:

lla, yeah.
The ones that you. went to ten years ago, were they a lot
different?

Well, I ain't been to a singiﬁglschool, I don't guess, ten years;

I don't know when -the last ones were over here at Green l*ﬁ%1¢-C§)—

Hardly gvér hear.of a singihg schéol ‘any more. -

When they had the siﬁging‘school,fwodld tﬁey, would they have

‘people who- would get a certificateAaffer a while or would they

just keep coming as 1bng as they wanted ték

Yell, there wésn‘t'a singing, what we'd call a singing school.

-here, didn't‘last-bdt‘teﬁ nights. You just had the rudiments

books, and they've got ten lessons in it.

XXX

" They had.ten'lessons in it; and then'they'd Stddy'them ten

lessons for ten nights, any school would(?) be out.
Would that be ten nights in 'a row, or just on Sunday?
Oh, most of the time it was.

Ten in a row.

. Ten in a row?

Yeah, ten in a row. Now some, once in'a while, it'd be on

-SUHday'nights,~they.:fhave preaching or something, why maybe

they wouldn't have it that night, but they generally'weﬁt

continually(?). Yeah, singing's just‘the past now. They

tell me they're writing songs with no time to them. Now that,

you,také a song and no time to it, it's just nothing then(?2):

-Ihat's what them singing schools for, was to learn the notes

and learn the time, and that's all there is to singing, time.



(JEFF

CONT.)"
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. o o .
I heared 'z young fellow way he went to my brother's school

and'hé said'hé_never took mo part in it, and he said in ten

nights, said he knowed all about the time, and I've been here

eighty-one years and.l don't know all about the time, yet.

‘Now, there ain't no end to music. You know that?

- UREW:

JEFT :

DREW ;-

JEFF:

Yeah. .%ell you, you said there's singihg schools that might

last ten days--

'Hm mm:

And then_thefe‘s singings on Sunday night. Would they‘be

different from‘eagh otherf

No, mno, - they wéuLdn‘t*be“ XXX if they's teaching a school,

well they'd juéf teaéh.you one of the lessons and go on(?).

) : 4 . ;
We got, I, we-got the cup up there:iour church. 'We used to have

DREW :

JEFYF:

DREV:

JEFF:

DRE s

a singing here at Logan County Court Housé'every, in, second,

first or second Sunday in June and in October. and we'd sing,

we'd have judges and sing. 4And we got the silver Eup up there

"at our church .yet. Uy wife asked me the'other'day; "What become

of itg," aﬁd:I told her they had it put back.

They had what put back?

‘They had it:put back out to vwhere you cauldn't see it. They

don't know'nothing about singing up there.
When did that st6p7
Qh, it'stobped, oh; 1 gueSs_fen, fifteen years ago; (D.B.:) Oh.

(J.l.:) . I've heared some'sin;ing'thefe. (D.B.;) Hﬁm. (J.M.z)

‘Vaughan's quartet and, oh they'd be just_quartets from all over

the country come.

and they'd have a competition? Or not really? =

qwp
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jEFF: They would . for Ldgan Couﬁty. Steﬁards, §teward RidgeIOVer there,
£he§fd'sing. 'Thgy'd,-and I can';:tell,yoﬁ who else. Us and
Steward Ridge was the ones that genérall? had tﬁé‘cup. ~And -
last timé we éﬁng;'why;'why‘ ' xﬁx _ ':we got the cup.
They's(é), Steward Ridge, ah, Stevafds, vhy they;.they-sﬁng one
séﬁgiim‘dgg tine vhen it,;a; wrote in ﬁnother, apd:we got the‘cup;
Ho% vhgn tley,‘they‘s-;ocd gLn:gr¥ éll righﬁ,,buf the&; fhey
just didﬁ't kndw.nothing_abqﬁt it. I,‘you;,you.eyer sing_anf-
éftgr—béqt‘soﬁés?” |

- LREW: jl‘don't knoQ; I don't know_Whét~thét is.

JEFF? Well,vthat‘é wﬁatvthéynddne.- Thcf,.they, one time we Wés, we
usgd-to siqé-g;-l me and my.Brotheg used "to sing over'the radio.
and we‘dgcd §o‘3o up neqrt?? HoﬁkinsVillé, and they told me tha£,
:éﬁothef sihéex toldnmc that'itewart kidge}heared Ls sing a song

'_oyer radio qt-Rués——, at Owenshoro, ho; at Hopkins&iilé;.and
it was a after-beaﬁ'song, and saidftbat, that they didnftieven
know what . a ﬁafter;heat vas. Nowll'll tell yoﬁ; %e,jwhep they
first comerut) that'd been{?) twenty-seven ay (eight?,-May?):
we's in Nash-—; éﬁ, in Dau%enceburg, Tennessee; and it took me
) pretty—near»tb all night,.we set up, they's abéutAfourtéen boys
‘going to School,.we all at the gqmeabqardiﬁg house(?). We'd
set up §f a'nigh;,;all night,” and sing, and so it took me a
long time‘to catch that after-beat but vhen you get one?_why
-you sot it all. (D.H.;).Hmm. (J.t.1) 1 don't know. I've.
sot Looliz “zie *:'-azt’.s et thew aftes~boate ;’_.nv it, but I don't
Lo \'!11-635(? it's at.

SRl Tell, MUY cwelably fint outl oo i XN



LRLV:

IR

TNITR .
[VERS VAR RS

- Dibwr

JEF) e

I don'i

:_scConds

‘here.

"seconds

i 36 11.9.14.02

Tt R
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Do you?
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Gere(?) Lbts
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arce they in these herel {Lools at- :he hywnals on the table.)

i.don't know, I'll look, sort of, in this'n. Uo, it ain't and-

think there's any in that 'one. 1 imagine there's one.

¢

in here <get-4.(Ten »

soniewheres, but 1, this here, we, we just

pass. ag Jeff looks thrpugh:a book.) I've gét a book
léying.up here,. and I.aon't know. -(Thirteen sgconds pass as
Jeff looks for anofher book. ) .Yeéh; herefs‘éﬁe, sixty-seven. -
See if, see if.IAcéﬁ find one. See'if thdt‘sixtj(%) is in":
XXX Oh I've got a buqch of.these bgoks up
theré; I-thiﬁg ﬁﬁere‘g one of the‘;ongs. I'd show it to you
but 1, it's jﬁst»likg thi;, when iou,Awhen you say a'wbrd, I'm
supposea_£o say it on the after-beat aﬁtér ?oq. (D.B;;) Hmm.
(Jul. 1) j(SUng) He bore ‘it all, all-(;nd singing). NOQ;thatfé;
he.bore:it all,-thét'S‘tﬁelway it.goes. 1(Sung) He bore it gli,
all, thét,.thaﬁ,,l, I,Imight, ﬁight; live in his.presence,-live.
(end singihg){ -Lé;'s see, 1 believe . +hat Soﬁ3  L |
is lﬁ here. 1 don't know. (Twepty cseconds pass as he 1qoké
fhroughimoré bqoks;) .Maybe.it's in this one. (Twénty-fiﬁe more
pass as Jeff‘iookséj..Idpb |
I thinlk I kind of kn;w what'youiﬁeén;i'
Huh? . I

I think I knov wvhat you. riean, a.Litt1e3bit.

Uh huh, yeah, it just, it's on a after-beat, that's what it is.

I can't, can't find one. Well I oughtn't- a layed that up theré.




- (JEFF

CUNT.)

- DKEW:

JEIL

DKL

JLFF:

DREW :

JLFF:

LREW:

 JEFF:

GWEN @

JLEFF:

1:15/40 | J4.9.14.83

on that.

Oh, 'L think it's all right.

I know it in‘heré but if I just, I could just -find it. (Twenty—

five seéonds.pass as he looks:) There, there's one of them. -
Now,.I'll show you. 'Now, you see, you see, that's the first’

beat right there, énd_the:ews your, see, he says the first,

"Leave him,'" add you'd say, ''not grieve, not grieve." You see,

“there's your after-beat.  Here's your, start your first beat,

and sée that's youf_after-Beat, and thatfs'you? néxt beat, and
tﬁ;t's your-after~beat, and there's your, see'it:just goes on.
1 see.what‘fou ﬁean, éo you ‘sing that while ﬁhey singvthe
other?

Yeah, yeah, aftler--be'at° lhatk'whét it is,_on that after-beat.
Hmm.. Do you remember if'theré are any other qf the reguiar
sings, éiqgings,'lige‘they havef—

Huhﬁ? | ‘

viere ‘there aﬁy othér singingsvthat:happened every year, big

ones, besides the one at: the municipal building.

Uh yes, used to go to Nashvillq'Tennéssée every year to a singing.

fou know, we weﬁt»to ‘Knoxville, Tennessece.

One at Murfreesboro, too.

Murfreesboro and, we went to XXX They'd have a‘ singing

everywhere; every state, and ah, or place,onceJayear. -The best

‘ones I's ever at, I, me and my brother went to Nashville of a-

‘night, and 1 .can't tell you how many quartets was there. And.

they had a big auditorium; Tﬁey'had a piano.0ver here and one

over there, and they had all'them qgértéts and.thiﬁgs(?) between

N



JEFF: Huh? Yeah.

1:16/%p JM.9.14.83
them‘piaﬁos and-they‘were Singing, agd_£hat;s'the beSt one I
was ever at. Qh,_Little Joe, wﬁat was, what was_his némé?:
NXX | |
. Ben, wasnft it;

Ben who?

. XXX

ﬁim.and_his>daddy;Athéy was’ a fémily>of singing;

I just Can't-phink;'fightvnow, |
-ig %as'a.boy and his daddy; and thé boy, youngest bby,‘hé sang
soprgno,; Bén saﬁg'éopranq and his mother sﬁhé alto, Spéers._.
Speers. | |
_?ou'vejheafd of ﬁhem;
~Oh yeah. |
Speefé, his.mother»sqng'alto'and his daddy sung tenor;'His
brother sﬁng.ggss. ;They's_gqod too. le, I don't know where

1, he used to be Vaqghap quartet; |

pid a lot ofvthem siﬁg out pf the.Vaughan books?

Xeéh, yeah. ‘ |
lost of them, or—-v
)

Diﬂ moét‘oﬁ them sing out of the-Vaughaﬁf'f
".All'a,lwhenever wehéVea.giﬁging, they'd all, only when fhe
quértets come- up, they'd all sing out of Fhe,same-book. That's
what I séid, there the best_singing'i was evef at. When. they'd
get, sing ou£ of the Vaughan, they had new Béoks. Wheﬁ thg& :
sang pdt,-the Vaughaﬁ;siléader, &hey'd sing out of.a Vaughan,

and'tﬁe-Stamps-Baxter, they'd sing.out.of ‘their books, you see.
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So they'd have both of them?

Yeah, and thgre‘s, tﬁere'sfanother,>Hinstont's(?) (Ninseétfs?);
L believe ﬁhey; they had a péw BookAtgo.f Ihéy's.about three
or four of them.:I can't rqﬁember‘nothing ﬁp mére.‘

Do you think the Vaugham was the most popular one? ~Most-=-

‘Well, I've alﬁays thought they was. ieading, I thought, now

yoﬁ fake that book,. could you see any plainer?  (Jeff shows
Drew a hymn out of a’Véughan book. ) Anything in it plainer?

No.

Now you, I've got the Stamps books'here, but they are différéht

colors, and they ain't nothing like as plain as that song is.

I always liked the Vaughan's. I've got Stamps books here..

I've got, I guess I got twenty, twenty-five different books
up there stair(?), electric organ. XXX

The major singing around here, -though, was at the municipal -

- building? Is thatzwﬁat'you said?.

XXX : : L vhen we have our county singing, it'd
be at the @burthousé.
Courthouse.

Something like that.

And that'd be once a year? That'd be the main one for the county?

Yeah, twiceda year we'd have it.

Twice a year?

Yeah, we'd have it the first Sunday in June, and October. (D.D.:)

Oh. (JuM.:) about the first or second Sunday in October.

Lid they have .any, many 6ther‘siﬁgs in other couﬁties?right-

around here?



JEFF:

S DREW

JLFFi

DREW :

JLFF:

DREW :

JLEFI:

" DREW:

188036 0 ©UM.9.14.83 - (78)

¥ Al
gos 3¢

Yeah,Adiffe:entvquartets'from everywhere.

When did your, ah; wheén did your brothers’ and all,'iast,-when

“were y'all singing mostly? 1n the forties, or thirties? -

Ah, we, we started in, oh, in the twenties, since(?) my dad

‘died. That's'when we started, the twenties, and we sung up to
.about fbrties,'fifties._ Oh, we sung, used to goland sing at -

'the-fuﬁerald?)_for funerals _ XXX h -AThey'd want us.

We got to where we'd éung, and we just had to quit. 1heyﬂd

have some place for us every Sunday, and when our church, and

in our church, we just quit going so much. - When we, 1ea§ing our

church so much, we just quit gOing,'and'we; I guess, ‘our-quartet
broke up in the forties.or fifties.

Did‘you'get paid for dding it or did you do it for free?-

(Laughs.) Most of the time it.was for free. - Where's: that other

,book tHatcl took(?), I had like that, little(?). Right there, 'I

don't ‘see it. K. DB. Jéhkins, yeah .here it is,-he was a kinfolk
XXX : : " One of'm, brothers, quit siﬁging and went. off,
and he, ‘this feller hefe, he sung with us for years. -KeB. Jenkins,

he died aylittle over a year ago;'eigheright years old. (Fourteen

seconds pass.) MNo, see you couldn't find no plainer music than

thét ié, no easier to read. 1 could go up and get yoﬁ éqme of

them oﬁher boogs, but‘i don't ., | Akxx

Uﬁ, do‘youAhaQe aﬁy books that go backrto the eighteeﬁ'hundrgds,

or not féally? |

Well, these-here, Heré. No, .I don;t thiék-so. These here, they're

old'soﬁgs.

I meant the book itself, the ah--

@D




- JETF: ..

liere's one, eight--, eighteen fifty(?), Jerry Jeffery. Now that,

_dighteen and thirty-two and eighteénfandg nireteen through(?), I

‘guess that's when they, when théy wrotefthem'soﬁgs or that XXX

DREW:

JEFF:

If, ah, if you're get--, if you start to get real tired of talking,
be sure to tell. me, you know.

XXX . There's a 'song wrote ninetcen and; eep On The Firing

Line, nineteen and thirty—five.

LREW ¢

Hmm. I meénp"thé,actual book, you know, when it was published. - -

They did, they made some way back in the eighteen hundreds, but
) y 9 y C Y . : Sy

1 was wondering if you had any. They're prétty hard to find.

JEFF:

GWEN:
JEFF:

DREW :

new songs?

JELF: -

No, no, 1 prldn{t havg nonevof'them,'no.' There's one wrote,
Lastern Gate(?) ,.§r9té nineteen'énd five..i(D.B.:) Hm mm. (J;ﬁ.:)
aAh, I guess>there's_éo&é.in here_ﬁroté back in there.'

lle said the book .though.

Some of the songs, wellg.they’s, the year they was wrote.

- limm mm, When you'sang at, at a singing, would they. sing old and

Well, ‘that's what I call a sing. singing, now, they would have

sung, they'd go sing new songs at a singing. But at the church,

now, theydsung old songs. - (L.B.:) Okay.  (JaH;:) Most of the

- time.

DREV :

JEIF

At a singing, would it all.be new songs?

'Yeah. (D.B.:) Oh. (J.M.:) Like that court house up there, we'd

all have, have new songs, ﬁew’song books. The Steward's Chapel

over. here,. they sung, they used the Stamps-Baxter's books XXX

xxx They used that, and we.used's(® Vaughan book. Of course,

we had them all. We used, we used the Vaughan Baoks at.my<church;-
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-(JEEF'
cont.)

DREW:

you know, all the time, ever since I can remember, and that's
beén a long time ago.

lWinm.  In churches, would they sing-harmony the same way, or would .

" they tfy to just sing un--, umison, or all the same, just the

_ JEFF:

DREW

JEFF:

DREW :

JEFF :

GWEN: -

mglody?

Yéah they;d §ing all, all sing the‘same<?); vwhén_we - RXX-
ang to,singiné,veverybody welcéme'to sing, anybody that Wanﬁed
tqlsiﬁg. '

Um, whét I meant is, somet{mes in chuféhésd'they want you to all

.siné just the melody line. They don't want the four parts.

(JoHe:) Oh, mow-- (D.B.:) But would the churcheS'afouhd here

like the four-part?

-

Yes sir.- Now the Béptists, now this here, they, they put'out their(?)

books that they”said the Baptists, all of them was Baptists that

wrote the songs, you see. . You -any, you have- ever(?), much dealings

with the Baptists.

I'm not Baptist, I'm afPbeyteriaﬁ..

Héll now,'they3.i;st.l heérd of them;:they‘was'géing to put;out
a book w?th nothiﬁg,.they aidnip want no Methqdists,'other
démomination songg.iﬁ their book or.nothing.- (U.B.:) Hmm.

: s Cawethe” , ' -
(J.M.:) I dom't know #4 ‘they ever got the_book or nét[ but this
is'one'of_tﬂem. (Jeff showélbrew_azbgptist hymnal,) Now where
this come from is. the BaptistS, 1 had, we'raised twéAdaﬁghters,.
grahddaugﬁters}Atheir daddy got electriquted, énd when one of -i
them was about seven of eight months old XXX - Did

Hop(?) get killed before Iracy was born?

(Too distant to hear.) . XXX

- Manuscripts & Folklife Archives

Library Special Collections
Western Kentucky University
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JﬁFFi ;Well,:aﬁdfwé, we, we ralsed thém. lie kept them 'til, two years
ago the laé£fone left. 'She finished high séhool over here. No
A éhe didn{t,.she wéqt.to‘ﬂadisonville andtwent-fwo yea?s..i'
'GHEN} I thought'she'. : XXX .
JEFF: VAndvnow ghé'é:going'tdbﬁﬁrray, now she's gdne.‘-And‘the'oldesg
T girl, why;vshe,>she.finished-upstﬁo yearé ago,'gﬁd'the_yOungest
girl finished at_Owensbofd last ygar.f
‘_DLEW:" i‘m_going tojhave.tO'tgrn this oyer;

(End of side one.)

.(Begin side two.)-
DREW: How oftéﬁ would 'y'all practice? é; ' .
JEFF: - th two-ér three ﬂights_é‘week. . #e do, did then. They don't
-bféctice atAall now. 'Do'y*all?I |
. DREW: I;mAnot:in é groﬁp.pigﬁt now. Noﬁ really.
jEPF: No,lthe,éipgings is abou£ gone. YoQ noticed(?) the singing-
-séhools,_now I just-woﬂaer whapﬂl happen, just.siﬁg the same
old song,‘I guess,“éver gnd over.
DRLW: Hmm. Yoﬁ; there's-a-ldfidf gq;pel.groups out.ﬁow,_but,you
tﬁink that's.a.ldt differen£ than Eack then, don't yoﬁ}'»
:JEFE:’ Yés, I do., You take, you take a lot of things(?) that I see,
they’got.g quartet';vértﬁefe some&heres, fhey‘ll take a good
song and change it Qp, yoﬁ know),and it don't even sound like
the song. . whafAis éhat oig quartet, that-Néwell(?) Steward's

son-in-law sings in?

@30
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XXX

HXX o o © liuh?

Tennessee, it's up at the place up thefe in Tennessee:*

Yeah, I know it-is, but I can't think of it, what they call

the -~ xxx . (dance?)

XXX
Do théy add different instrumeﬁts now and all like that?

Ah, shee--, that's what ruined music, these old loud speakers.

* You know that? They'll turn them hp_so 1ogd that you can't, 1

LDREW:

[
-

o

.

N
-
s
Y
ae

JLFE:
DHLW :

JUFE:

can't understand;anything“too loud, I can't understand it. and;
so they have all, everything, guitars, .and accordians, everything’

-

‘they have XXX - .I've got to where I won't-go to a

sing.
What instruwent, they have cccordian$ sometimes?

Yéah.

and guitars?

Guitars, and stuff like that. -

are they electric or just regular?
- Urums o Huh? C '

Electric of just the regular kind? are they'the loud eléctric

kind?
Yeah. (D.3.:) Oh. . (J.li.:) 411 that--
And drums?

Lrums, -yeah. Tlow 1, 1 just don't like(?). XXX

T XN - Vell, I've heard it, just like it used to ‘be

»Crand Cle Cpry over lere. iirst time 1, thirty, forty years

I heard it, why 1 heard the samerthing ftii I, T got tired of
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(JLFT'  singing. - L know what I would hear before 1 lodked(?). And T,

COWT.) L . : , -
- just got to where L dori't go to, had one 'singing over here last

- sunday, first sunday, ‘at OLteward Ridge. 1 didn't even go to it.
DREW: This year? .

JEFF:  Yeah 1, first Sunday of this month, er_ﬁo, first‘Sunday in July.

" That's when it was Coxx® © They'd have that every year
over there, and I li--, I went last year, XXX .. oh,

I'11 tell you, it didn't(?) suit me.
LREW: Because they didn't have new songs or because they,had.different

intruments?.

JEFF: Yeah, that's wlrat 1 say,-they sung the same old-+kﬂx75. - I heer

thﬁqievery tlne I o .
E};I-:I“.-i":_»r You 1Ai!;e_ new ¢nes, Ch'é

JL{?: Ie:,.sir, n 1ikéd B CNES.

St Low would 'f:.mz*.g-f;ma like re i et Lclc the sin

s are going to

he?  r do you Know--

JEFF:  Vhere the singing's going to he.

DREV:  Yeah, if l waQted to .go toibpe axou.d here--

JEFF:  Wwell, I get; i get an old cdunfy papcr; They, ;Hey tell
wﬁere tﬁey at, | |

LREW: They - do‘?'

JEFF: Last of‘tﬁe month;.‘Yeéh; they,.in the county'péper here.-:You
don't li&e inﬁRusséllville? .

brEl: Af live,HYOu seeA1; I ﬁérk,at LaAd Bgtwgen,The.Lakes, bpt I'm
taking'somé courses ianowling Green. (J,H.:) Uh huh. (D.B.:)
and so l'kiﬁd of ép'to Bowlinglgrgeq a‘lét! so 1 doth kpow

gxactlyfwheré I live. .Dut I come through here every week,
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you know, between places. (J.li.:) Uh huh.  (L.B.:) But yeah,

I guess the library here would probably have,thOée.papefs,

A'wouldﬁ'tztﬁey?

" DREW:

JLFF:

DRLW S

JEFF:

" DREW:

JEFF:

DRLW.:.

JEY'F .:

DREV :

JEFF:

IREW ¢

Yeah.

I could find out there.
viell, they had a singing up there_aﬁ my church last Saturday
night, but I didn't go.

Is that right?

‘Boy(?), the one that'leads'fhe singing up there, he's got a

pi |

quartet, and his fenor_siﬁger, I noticedAwhen'he'sAsinging,'he'd .

sing maybe one place in the, in the song, he'd get the tenor.on -

it, and theAreé;-of the time he'd sing the dlto, sing the

SOpréno just-like the leader. Now L-=~
lle'd get mixed up, huh? CUr--
That's right, yeah, I can tell one wants(?) to sing the right(?).

Ah, is the melody 'of the song'in the soprano? Is the main.

‘melody in the soprano-part?

I think so.
You know what I'm:saying? -Ah; just the, the main melody of the

song. Or, or do you think thy all héve, all the parts have

.melodies fealﬁy?

Oh, yeah, all the pafts'havg melody. ~(L.B.:) Qkay; '(J.M.:> and
you take a, you take a m--~, vhere they all parts sings riéht,
weil ghat melod& sure'comes.ouﬁ; They élaim a family'thét}sings
ﬁégether, thq melody - : | ishbetter.than just picking
up one here and yan(?).

Yeah, .I've ‘been missing hearing that music 'cause, see ah, I

.- 7- .,1.
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'hadn!t'lived_iﬁ North Carolina for about three years, and , ah, I

didn't know i[ there was any singings here or not. When they

have singings; do they have a, any kind of, well :since they're"

rellwlous songs, do they have any klnd of prayer at the. beglnnlng
Qvef

and and any, do any mlnlstersbpome up and say a few words 11ke

that?

1 Oh'yeah,;

So it's sometimes like a service?

. Um mm, yeah.

1 see.. When they have singings-now, do they switch the leaders,

or does'usuallyAane person lead.
Ah, yeah,fwhen.théy ﬁave,'yeah,'when tﬁey have singings!.pheyfil
generally start ouf, maybe havé two'ieaders to lead a song or two.
Then, the'fest of.it’s,-we’gatAit's quartet.
Do yqd know if there's going to ba'a sing soon anywhere?.
Thefe;s going:to be a sing? :
Gaipg tovbg a.sing sQon?
No, .1 donht kaaw.. I dan't knaw;-
I'li chéck the paper, 1 guass._

. ’ \mﬂ .
I'm,. Just 11ke I told you, 1 haven't ‘heard of a stag school around
hare, I don't guess, six ar seven years;

Well, I meant the sing, just a regular sing at a church, singing,

" not the singing school really.

JLFF ¢,

DREV:

JEFF:

Gh.

But just thénsing, singing,'that 1 could go listen ‘to. Like you

said 1is in the paper, you know, those -kind.

‘Well, you, theyvgene:aliy tells wherefa thr--, last of the week,

’
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“out 'til tbmofrow, will it?

JEFF:
DREW:

JLFF :
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yeah, last of every week. Low tomorrow, I1'll get this Logan

County paper, and it will generally have three or four singings--

Ié that righﬁ?

Somevhere or another around over the country, yeah. Tgll what

‘quartet will be theré and all. Yeah, it's,bncéd, every onced a

“week, they have the back page with the’ sunday School lesson and

singing in church where they'll have preaching and things(?).

(D.B.:) Oh. (J.M.:) Now, you get that in Russellville every,

every Thursday. I'll get it tomorrow. We take it and the old

Courier Journal.

I'11 ah, I could probably~go in and getione,_or it won't come - -

1 don't, I.don't think they print them 'til tonight.
Ch, do you.know what the name of it is?-
XXX yeah. HNow, here's a Leader, Logan County Leader,

but more, Democrat. It!ll be tlie Democrat. That's, that's the

same, . they publish’ that on, get that londay and they get' the

-+ Democrat in off tomorrow.

DREW :
JLFF :
DREW :

JLIF:

‘Vkay, does this ever shoﬁ_the sings?

Ho..
No.

-

‘No, we, 1 got a, I save these for my brother's wife, save the

paper and take them to hér; Jim{s vwife. No, on the back pag'el
of that;.itVll'ailAbe for singings and church and Sunday Séﬂool
lesSons §omorrow. You get it ﬁomorrow’iﬁ you*ré up in thefe,

And ah, Fhfough fhis year. bhevlikes it but I wouldnfﬁzgive a

dime._(Lagghs; he's talking abqut‘the Leader.)

GO

FE

[- -
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bRﬁH: Do you remembér the ﬁames-of any of the teachers? Yoq‘mentioned:
oné;~ I wrote i£ d;wn,'Néstef'ﬁhiteséarQer?
'JEFF::,Chééter.
DRLW:,_Chester.
% _ ' - JEFF: - Uh Hdﬁ; Well, Taylor,“Téylor-Chapﬁan used fo teach. -
| - : . : : _
| DREH:'-Taflor Chapmgn?‘ »
;JEFF; ﬁh huh..
DREV: Okaf.' Loes he live argqnd here? _.
JEFF:.-Hé - | xx% »

DKEW: He's dead?

l: : JEfF: lle's in a rest home néw;
DREw:'_oh yéah.‘ . - _: ‘
]. o V JLFI':  He used.to coﬁe.down hére and; éhree or four of'five years ago,
‘ : S C me and -him Qogid sing, just;fA.(D.B.:j umﬁ.‘ (J,M.:j He‘d_haveithe-
; Vau—-;'ah; he'd héve éhe 5tamp books and 1'd have-the Vaughan.

(Coughs,) ‘I can't think of any other--, Carlie(?) Yons(?)--, ah,
what was that; Johnsoh; Wasn't-phat'a Johnson used to teach them(?)

singing'sehqols? Was it Carlie Johnson?

GWEN: R. K.

JLFF:  liuh?

GWEN: R. K., R. K.

JEFF: Né;‘R; K. Johnson; he never did teach.

GWEN: Well what--

JET'F: That mu--, he lived up around Rirkmansville.
GwilN: . I don't knqw of any other Johnson.
JEFF: Carly Johnson, I believe(?), about.the only one I can think of.

LRENV: And he lived around where?




JLFF:

_ DREW:

EYF:

< LREV .

- JEFF:

DREW: .

JLFF:
DREW:

JEFF:

© DEEW: .

JLEFF:

DIEV ¢

JEFF:

LREW:

JEFF: -

"DREW S

JEFY :
DRIV

JLFI:

My dad and my.brothérs, they, they taught around here just a .
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kirkmansville. 1It's just hard for me to remember‘aboﬁt a thing.

You've been remembering real well, it seems to me.

while, -
) o (R : . : . -
llow would they go-about éo it? ould they advertise in the

paper and then-~

No, see,tﬁatfs.befofé/they had any paper xXx: ,here,-
bid tﬁey:jusp, bf wordlof mouth? |

Hm mm,;yeah, give_a,annéunce it,-whéré théy'sfgoiné to xixt
At:a churchf | A ‘ |

They got, 1 think they got about fifty.ddllars; No,. I don't

- believe they got that much way back then; teaching‘échool.

So théyid get, at the~beginning they'd collect the money from--
Well, they'd méRe up the money and have it readyfbeforé they'd
went to ‘scheol, you see. '(D.BT:) Oh, (J.M.:) Yeah, they'd

make up the money and have it ready. .

“VWiould they usually do it for one church?

They'd do itvat any,kind.of éhﬁrch.~
They'd:dO'it'in ;he-chufch?
any church that wanted a singing school, tﬁey'd teach it.

Vould the c¢hurches sometimes ask him to come?

Preachers.

Preachéfs;and~churches ask him to come to help their congregation?

“Ygah, yeah, yeah, they,‘yeah,.they'd all go in'together XXX
XXX - o He Died But Lives'Again. Guess that's
one . XXX turned down before he died. Way back there. in

seventy-four 1 believe that book, yezh, sevehty-fwo, the second

‘k
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book., lwow, that's the second book, seventy—two. : XXX

, kept thcm, f]fty, fifry~six, and a hundred and flfty. He run'm .

through m and what he" wanted to set down, ah, 51ng again, he'd

£0. bwcl Ihere s one he s got, gospel(?) mlghty as God. There's
one he, I thlnk yeu Juet bot to, now there s a after-beat song(?)
sure encugh. 'gqeff is looking through'a hymnal.)

There'e'wh;t?' |

Theére's a after-beat song, sure enough.- (D.B.:) Uh-huh. (J.M.2)

You see it there?

Yeah, huh.

" You éee, you see that--

brifting Hith_the Tide. Now Ll've heard that song. .
Huh?

1'¥Ye heard that. song.

" Wwell, sing it for me.

No, 1 don't think I've heardfit 1ike that though. 1, maybe I
haven't. Naybe l'm th1n<1ng of a dlfferent one.

No, I. | XXX - l've, ‘1've heard the.Dpifting'With thenTide
top,*but'I aen'tﬁthin£>ith 1ike thathone.

That doesn't look like the vay, it might be a different song-A

that I'm'thinking-df. I'm not sure.

Yeah, now that“s,<that's‘what 1 cail the after-beat.' (Twenty;
three eeconds paes.) | N

am' 1 keepingAyon-from-luneh?

lo, we, it's' - about tine._ Wilt'you eat with'us? 1:

Well, 1 don't want to put gou out any trouble at all.

she's gettlng ready, 1 think. Fow - xxx Drifting In the T1de
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‘ . (JEFY - and 1711 xxx in that'n.

i . “CONT.) . S _ : :

‘ S DREW: %Well, let me ask one more question and then 1'11 quit for, but
um, 1l'm ah; doing a history project and they.ask me to do a
interview with. some person that would be'a in-depth, they say,

so that L1'd ask them about, you know, growing uﬁ’and'what they

- did, and a lot about the history, and it has to be with a person.

1 was wondering if you'd mind if 1 caﬁe:baék and interviewed you
more."lf'it(s; youAkhow; if it's too hard for you or yoﬁ'd
rather not, thdt'd be all right, but I'd be real interested.in

" hearing more about it.

JLIF: . Hell,'Iﬁil tell you; I'm just for--, I'm{just‘forgetful. I can
remember everything back, but now, I can't remember peqplels

faces .or nothing. I don't know. -

3 | A DREW: Well, 1'd try to think up better qué--, 1 didn't come with very
‘many queétions today, but sée, if 1 had good questions, I ah, I.
g | _ _ dori't think it'd be very .hard.

YJEFF:' Ho;‘I ﬁoﬁldh*t'care‘if'you‘cohe back’ sometime.
DREW: Okay. Heli, Iill try to give ysu a call this week'again some-
- time. o
JEFr: Olay.
© DREW: And-;_ﬂ
GHENE "Don't you wént to come and edt a hamburger.'
DREW: . Well, ifd Hate to put you out to a6y~trouble.

GHEN:' l've already fixed it.

* DREW: Oh my.
GWEN:  You won't get ~  xxx Come on. (Urew laughs.)
- LRBW:  Okay, well,ul'llfturn this-- (End'bf'interﬁiew.)4
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