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THE FALL MIGRATION - 2003

Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., and Lee McNeely

TTie fall season 2003 experienced close-to-nonnal precipitation and slightly above-
average temperatures overall. August presented the hottest weather of an abnormally cool
summer overall; the month began dry, but heavy rains occurred in some parts ofthe region
in late August, causing river and lake levels to rise, inundating prime shorebird habitat.
September was overall cooler and wetter tiian normal wliile October experienced normal
temperatures, but precipitation was below normal. In contrast, November was warmer than
normal, and the lack of strong fronts limited waterbird fallouts to one major event early in
the month.

In great contrast to the fall of 2002, West Nile Virus appeared to be muchless pervasive
upon bird populations, with only a fraction of the dead and sick birds reported to rehab-
ilitators. Rarities were not especially numerous, although some good finds included Glossy
Ibis, Swallow-tailed Kite, Marbled and Hudsonian godwits. Red-necked and Red phalaropes,
and Clay-colored Sparrow. What surely will become the state's best-ever season for Selas-
phoriis hummingbirds began with sbcreports (four confirmed Rufous) by the «id ofNovem
ber. Fall songbird migration was not especially noteworthy, although good flights occurred
on several occasions, especially early in the season. Winter finches and Red-breasted
Nuthatches returned in small numbers, although the movement was definitely below^average.

TLe sequence of species given in this report reflects changes in the latest supplement
to the American OrnithologistsUnion Check-listofNorth American Birds, whichhas placed
the Anseriformes (waterfowl) and Galliformes (game birds) before the other groups. Pub
licationof any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these reports have
been accepted as records for the official diecklist ofKentucky birds. Observers are cautioned
that records of out-of-season birds and all rarities must be accompanied with good details
or documentation for acceptance. Docmnentation must be submitted to the Kentucly Bird
Records Committee (KBRC). Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the
KBRC and are reported periodically in The Kentucky Warbler.

Abbreviations - Miscellaneous: county names ^pear in italics',w4ien used to separate
dates, the "/" symbol is used in place of"and"; "ph." next to an observer's initials indicates
that the observation was documented with photograph(s); "vt." next to an observer's initials
indicates that the observation was documented on videotape; next to an observer's
initials indicates that written details were submitted with the report; ad. —adult; imm. =
immature;juv. = juvenile; yg. = young. Place names: A.J. Jollv=A.J. Jolly Park, Campbell-,
Ballard = Ballard WMA, Bollard', Barklev Dam = Barkley Dam, Lyon/Livingston; Barren
= Barren River Lake, Alien!Barren', Beargrass = Beargrass Creek State Nature Preserve.
Jejferson'. Blood River = Blood River embayment of Kentucky Lake, Galloway, Brown
Power Plant = E.W. Brown Power Plant, Mercer, Calvert Citv = Calvert City, Marshall:
Camp U9= Peabody Camp #9 Mine, Union; Camp #11 = Peabody Camp #11 Mine, Union;
Caperton = Caperton Swamp Nature Preserve, Jefferson; Chanev = Chaney Lake State
Nature Preserve, Warren; Cumberland Gap = Cumberland Gap National Historical Park,
Harlan (imless otherwise noted); DBNF = Daniel Boone National Forest; East Bend = East
Bend Power Plant, Boone-. Eddv Creek = Eddy Creek embayment of Lake Barkley, Lyon;
Falls of the Ohio = Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson; Fishing Creek = Fishing Creek embayment
of Lake Cumberland. Piilaskii Gibraltar = Gibraltar Unit Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg;
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Green Tiirtle Bay = Lake Barkley at Green Turtle Bay marina, Lyon; Island No. 1 = Missis
sippiRiversandbars at IslandNo. 1, Carlisle; Jonathan Creek= Jonathan Creekembavment
of KentuckyLake,Marshall', KvDam = KentuckyDam, Livingston/Marshall; Kuttawa =
Lake Barkley at Kuttawa, Lyon; Lake Cumberland WMA = Lake Ciunberland WMA,
Pulaski; Lake No. 9 = Lake No. 9, Fulton; Lake Reba = Lake Reba, Madison; Laketon =
Mississippi River sandbars at Laketon, Carlisle; LBL = Land Between the Lakes,
LyonlTrigg; LongPoint= LongPointUnitReelfoot National Wildlife Refuge, Fulton;Lost
lUver= Lost RiverCave and Valley, Warren;Mflmmnth Cave= MammothCave National
Park,Edmonson (unless otherwise noted); McElrov = McElroy Lake, Warren; MilesPark
= Miles Park,Jefferson; MinorClark= MinorQark FishHatchery, Rowan; Mt. Zion= Mt.
Zion, Pulaski; Paradise = Paradise Power Plant impoundments, Muhlenberg; Pinnacle =
Pinnacle Overlook, Cumberland Gap National Historical Park, Bell; Riverqueen =
Riverqueen Unit,PeabodyWMA,Muhlenberg; Sauerheber = Sauerheber Unit of Sloughs
WMA, Henderson; ShaVer Mill= ShakerMillportionof e. BowlingGreen, Warren; Sinclair
= Sinclair UnitPeabody WMA, Muhlenberg; Stone Mt.= Stone Mountain Recreation Area,
Harlan; Walton's Pond = Walton's Pond, Warren; WKU Farm = Western KentucI^
University Farm, Warren; WKU Woods = Western Kentucky University Woods, Warren;
WMA - Wildlife Management Area.

Gr. White-fronted Goose - earliest reports
included 2 with a flock of Snow Geese

over the Pinnacle 13 November (MM,
MV, BP) - a first for the Cumberland
Mts. region of the state; 4 at ShakerMill
19 November (DR); and 2 at Minor
Clark 24 November (GR). The species
also was reported from now traditional
wintering spots as follows: ca. 100 at
Ballard by 21 November (CW) and ca.
1,000 at Long Point by 29 November
(NM).

Snow Goose - presuming that a blue
morph bird that appeared at Minor Clark
17 August (ph.GR) was not injured or
had summered, it tied the early arrival
date for the state and lingered into early
November \^^len it was joined by a white
morph bird (m. ob.). By early October, a
few flocks were passing through but a
verypronounced movementwas noted in
mid-November as documented by mi
grant flocks over Ballard (SR), the Pin
nacle (MM, et al.), Boone (LM), Cal-
loway (ME), Hardin (fide RR), Shelby
(HB) and Warren (DR). Interestingly,
most of these birds must have passed
throughas only 150-200 were at Ballard
by 21 November (CW).

Ross's Goose - 3 birds at Walton's Pond
19November(ph. DR) establisheda new
early arrival date for the state by more

than a week. A bird at Camp Emst Lake,
Boone, 26-27 November ^h.GC, LM)
represented nc. Kentucky's first record.

Ross's Goose, Boone
27 November 2003

Granville Carey

Mute Swan - the seemingly resident pair
along Cypress Creek, Muhlenberg, was
observed 5 August (BP, EC); a sub-ad.
was observed at East Bend 3 October

(KC, LM, BP).
Tundra Swan - what likely represented a

portion of the wintering flock from
Sauerheber was first observed there 25

November (MMn).
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Gadwall - the female and 2 yg. that were
raised at Camp #11 were observed there
1 August (BP, EC, LP) and probably
agam 27 September (BP, AC); peak
count was 150 at Ballard 24 November

(SR).
American Black Duck - earliest reports

included 1 at Camp #11 17 August (BP)
and 1 in LBL, Trigg, 19 August (DR).

Blue-winged Teal - 3 at Willow Pond, w.
Fulton, 12 August (KL. NM) were either
summering birds or early migrants; peak
counts included 175 at Camp #11 on 14
September (BP); 200 there 27 September
(BP, AC); and 10(H- at Addington
WMA. Knott/Breathitt. 5 September
(CLg,fideEC).

BIue->vinged x Cinnamon Teal - a bird
that bad many red brick colored
imderpart feathers (but non-red eyes) and
was in a delayed stage of molt (as
compared to all of lOOf Blue-wingeds it
was in the company of), was observed at
Lake No. 9 on 30 August (MM, BP).

Northern Shoveler - earliest reports in
cluded 2 at Minor Clark 23 August (LM,
NKBC) and 2 at Camp #11 on 23 August
(BP, KOS); peak count a^s 5(H- at Camp
#11 on 29 October (BP, MM).

Northern Pintail - peak counts included
ca. 30 at Camp #11 on 1 October (BP,
JD. MM); and 10 in e. Jefferson 20
September (BW).

Green-winged Teal - earliest report -wns1
at Camp #11 on 1 August (BP, EC, LP),
tying the early fall arrival date for the
state; peak count was 150+ at Camp #11
on 29 October (BP, MM).

RIng-necked Duck —earliest report was a
presumed migrant at Sauerheber 27 Sep
tember (BP).

Greater Scaup - only reports during the
season were 1 at Waitsboro Recreation

Area, Lake Cumberland. Pulaski. 6 No
vember (RD) and 4 at Barren 7 Novem
ber (DR).

Lesser Scaup - ca. 10 birds (none ap
peared to be Greater this year) summered
on Lake Barkley above the dam, where
they were observed 14/21 September
(BP. et al.) and 1 October (BP. JD); an

early bird (migrant or summerer?) was
present at Brown Power Plant 27 Sep
tember (B&MC); peak counts were rela
tively low and included 200+ at Barren 7
November (DR) and 1,000+ on Lake
Barkley between the dam and Boyd's
Landing, Lyon, 9 November (BP, et al.).

SurfScoter - modest movement included

the following reports; 15 on the Ohio
River at Louisville 21 October (MA); 9
at Barren 7 November (DR); 3 at Fishing
Creek 9 November (RD); and 1 at A.J.
Jolly 21 November (LM).

Black Scoter - a modest movement oc

curred as indicated by 3-5 on the Ohio
River at Louisville 7 November (MA,
MS, BY) and 1 at Fishing Creek 9 No
vember (RD).

Hooded Merganser—peak coimt was 150-
200 at Honker Lake, LBL, Trigg, 29
November (BP, AC).

Ruddy Duck - a male was at Camp #11
(where a brood had been present earlier
in the summer) 1 August (BP, EC. LP).

Red-throated Loon - 1 was observed at

Barren 7 November (vt.DR).
Common Loon - continuing &om summer

through the entire season were 1-3 birds
above Ky Dam (m. ob.). The peak move
ment was highlighted by a new state high
count of 1,342 birds at Barren 7
November (DR); also, ca, 40 birds were
on the Ohio River at Louisville 6 No

vember (JB, PB) and 10 were at Lake
Reba 7 November (MV).

Pied-billed Grebe — a bird at Hardy
Slough, Sauerheber, 3 August (BP) sug
gested nesting there again this year,
although a likely early migrant was ob
served at Lake Peewee, Hopkins, on the
same date (BP. AC) and 2 birds at Camp
#11 on 3 Aiagust had not been present on
previous visits (BP).

Horned Grebe - earliest report was for 3
birds at Minor Clark 18 October (ph.
LH): peak counts included 200-300
above Ky Dam and 100+ above Barkley
Dam, both 26 November (BY) and 170+
at Barren 7 November (DR).

Eared Grebe - the only report for the
season was a bird on the Ohio River at
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Lomsville 20 September (*BP, et al.).
American White Pelican - possible stmi-

mering birds or early fall migrants were
noted as follows: 75-8(H- at Island No. 8,
Fulton, and 6 on Lake No. 9, both 5
August (BP, EC, et al) and 1 at Lake No.
9 on 12 August (KL, Birds began
to arrive in numbers during October with
250 on Lake Barkley, Trigg, 6 October
(BL); 250-275 birds on Lake Barkley,
Trigg, 18-19 October (KB); 80-100+ at
Fords Bay, Lake Barkley, Trigg, 20
October (ME); 9 at Blood River 25/26
October (HC); and 78 in w. Fulton 26
October (RD, SD). Peak counts were
ca. 400 on n. Lake Barkley, Lyon, 9
November (BP, et al.) and 300-350 birds
on Lake Barkley, Trigg, 29 November
(KB). A bird at Hardy Slough,
Sauerheber, 20 October, was relatively
out ofplace (EC, SV).

Donble-crested Cormorant - a flock ofca.

85 birds over Sinclair 13 August must
have been early migrants (MM, BP); a
coimt ofca. 6,000 birds on Lake Barkley
nr. Little River embayment, Trigg (ER)
rq)resented a new high coimt for the
state.

American Bittern - only a few were
reported this fall: 1 at Sauerheber 27
September (CC); 2 there 4 October (BP,
KOS); and 1 there 18 October (DR,
KOS)

Least Bittern - there were a mmiber of
reports this fall: I observedat Paradise 3
August (BP); 2 juvs. heard calling at
Camp #11 on 3 August provided a new
county nesting record (BP, AC); 1
observed at Camp #11 on 17 August
(BP); 2 heard calling at Paradise 7 Sep
tember (BP); 1 observed at Yatesville
WMA, Lawrence, 9 September (RM,
fide SF) was a first for e. Kentucky; and
a bird at Sauerheber 18 October (DR,
KOS) established a new late departure
date for the state.

Great Blue Heron - a count of 52 birds at

the Falls of the Ohio 2 August (BP) may
be the most ever reported at that loca
tion.

Great Egret - quite out-of-place was an

active nest in a residential area near

downtown Louisville (RH) that con
tained at least 1 large yg. 8 August (BP,
JB); the egret nest was in association
with nesting Black-crowned Night-Her-
ons. Peak counts included 48 at Ellis

Park, Henderson, 1 August (BP); 350-
400 on a slough near Sauerheber in mid-
September (MMn). Latest reports in
cluded 4 at Paradise 19 October (HC,
RD); 1 at A.J. Jolly 29 October (FR); 1
at Camp Emst Lake, Boone, to 29
October (LM), and 10 at Eddy Creek 9
November (BP, et al.).

Snowy Egret - latest rqDort was for several
birds at Eddy Creek 21 September (BP,
MS, BY).

Little Blue Heron - ca. 200+ white

Egretta herons/egrets (probably mostly
Little Blues but certainly with some
Snowies included) were counted coming
into the Kirttawa heronry 29 August (BP,
MM).

Cattle Egret - peak count at the Kuttawa
heronry was ca. 2,500+ on 29 August
(BP, MM); latest reports included 4 at
Barkley Dam 19 October (J&PN); 1 at
Minor Clark 25 October (ph.LH); 1 at
Camp #11 on 29 October (BP, MM); 2 at
Lake Reba 7 November (MV) and 1 at
Barren 19 November (DR).

Green Heron - latest reports were 1 at
Fidiing Creek 13 October (RD) and 1 at
Minor Clark 15 October (FB).

Black-crowned Night-Heron - I bird was
observed off and on at A.J. Jolly to 29
October (FR); a bird at the Lexington
Cem. 8 September(SM) likelyoriginated
from the local nesting population, which
has apparently been reestablished on
some of the city's water siqjply reser
voirs (fide KS); latest reports included 3
at Paradise 19 October (HC. RD); a juv.
at Barkley Dam 9 November (BP et al.);
and a few birds at St. Mathews, Jeffer
son, through the end ofNovember (BW).

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron - only
report for the season was a juv. at Lake
No. 9 on 30 August (BP, MM).

Glossy Ibis - 3 Plegadis ibis were present
at Meng's Pond, Warren. 12 October
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(vlDR). One appeared to be an a± (first-
basic) and the other 2 juvs. Video-docu
mentation of the older bird supports its
identity as a Glossy, but the 2 juvs. \^iile
likely also Glossy based on developing
face patterns, probably should remain
unidentified. KBRC review required.

Glossy Ibis, fVarren
12 October 2003

David Roemer

Turkey Vulture - peak coimt was 500-600
birds at Glasgow, Barren, 19 November
(DR).

Osprey - latest reports were 1 at Fishing
Creek (RD) and 1 at Minor Clark (FB),
both 3 November.

Swallow-tailed Kite - one of the high
lights of the season was an individual
that was discovered at Sinclair 12 August
(ph.SA). The bird was seen by many and
lingered to 31 August (HC). KBRC
review required.

Mississippi Kite - a lingering vagrant was
observed at Sinclair 15 August (DR) and
17 August (RR).

Bald Eagle - seldom reported fall migrants
in e. Kentucky included 2 ads. along
Pine Mt. nr. Whitesburg, Letcher, 15
September (SS et al.) and 1 ad. over
Stone Mt. 24 September (MM, BP).

Broad-winged Hawk - peak fall counts
were 211 over a two-day period on Pine
Mt. nr. Whitesburg, Letcher, 15-16 Sep
tember (SS et al): 124 at the Pinnacle 23
September (MM. BP); and 51 at Fishing
Creek 29 September (RD).

Red-tailed Hawk - a dark moiph ad. B.j.
calurus was relatively early nr. Morgan-

field, Union, 5 October (JD, BP, AC);
other early reports included an ad. dark
moiph Harlan's in w. Fulton 27 October
(RD, SD) and light morph ad. B. j.
calurus at Sinclair (DR) and Camp #11
(MM, BP) both 29 October. A dark
morph ad. B. j. calurus was preswit at
East Bend 15 November (LMJCC); this
is probably the same individual that has
been observed for five straight winters.

Rough-legged Hawk - earliest report was
1 at Sinclair 29 October (MM, BP); also
reported was a dark moiph at East Bend
15 November (KC, LM).

Golden Eagle - quite impressive was the
sight of5 birds (2 ads. and 3 sub-ads.) in
one field ofview soaring over Bemheim
Forest, Nelson, 30 November (MM, BP).

'J

Swallow-tailed Kite, Muhlenberg
12 August 2003
Steve Anderson

Merlin - another good fall migration was
experienced with the following reports:
14 September at Eddy Creek (BP, RL,
MW); 21 September at Eddy Creek (BY,
MS. BP): 26 September in Warren (DR);
28 September at Bowling Green (DR);
30 September at Chaney (DR): 2 October
(2) at Lake Cumberland WMA (RD); 5
October at the WKU Farm (JE); 5
October (BP, KOS) and 18 October (DR.
KOS) at Sauerheber; 5 October at Camp
#9 (BP. JD): 11 November at Frankfort
(MM): and 22 November at Cedar Creek
Lake. Lincoln (RD. SBC).

Peregrine Falcon - not many were re
ported this fall: the Louisville pair was
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observed bathing at the Falls of the Ohio
2 August (BP); 1 at Minor Clark 20 Sep
tember (SM); 1 at Louisville 20 Septem
ber (BY); I at Blood River 20 Sqjtember
(HC); 2 past the Pinnacle 23 September
(MM, BP); 1 at Camp #11 on 27 Sep
tember and 5 October (BP, et al.); 1 at
NEnor Clark 2 October (FB); and 1 on
the Ohio River at Cincinnati 10 Novem

ber (SM).
King Rail - single birds (migrants or

lingering breeders?) were observed at
Sauerheber 4 October (BP, KOS) and 18
October (JP).

Virginia Rail - a juv. at Camp #11 on I
August was not seen exceptionally well
but appeared not to be full grown, cer
tainly suggesting that the species nested
there (LP, BP, EC); 2-3 birds were heard
at Gibraltar21 September-9 November
(BP, et al.); also reported were 1 at
Sauerheber 4 October (BP, KOS) and 1
at Hays Kemiedy Park, Jefferson, 26
October (MA).

Sora - earliest rq)orts included 1 at Sauer
heber 3 August (CC) and 1 at Paradise
10 August (DR), both earlier than ^^^len
migrants might be expected and perhaps
suggestive of summering?? By 17 Au
gust. several were present at Camp #11
(BP); latest report was 1 that replied to a
tape at Gibraltar9 November (BP, et al.);
peak count was an unimpressive 10-12 at
Sauerheber 4 October (BP, KOS)

Common Moorhen - at least 1 bird lin

gered at Camp #11 into August (BP, et
al.); an ad. and 2 nearly full grown yg.
were observed at Sauerheber 3 August
(CC), confirmingnesting at that location
for tiie first time.

American Coot - nesting birds lingered
through the season at Camp #11 (BP, et
al.); arrival of the first migrants appeared
to be represented by the following re
ports: Sauerheber 27 September (CC)
and Minor Clark 28 September (GR).

Sandhill Crane - a few birds were seen a

few weeks earlier than normal, with a

flock of 36 over Murray, CaUoway, 10
October (KCo) and ca. 30 over s. Jeffer
son 12 October (MB). During the main

migratory period, birds were reported
from as far w. as Muhlenberg 9 Novem
ber (MS, et al.) and as far e. as Cave Run
Lake, Rcnvan, in mid-November (LK).

Black-bellied Plover - fliere were only a
few reports including 1 at Blood River
19 September (HC); 1 at the Falls of the
Ohio 20 September (BP, et al.); 2 at
Jonathan Creek 25/26 October (HC); and
1 at Petros Pond, Warren, 30 October
(DR).

American Golden-Plover - certainly not
an exceptional flight, although a few
juvs. occiured m late September and ear
ly October (m. ob.); latest reports includ
ed 2 at Blood River 12 October (HC); 1
at Blood River 20 October (HC); and 1
at Jonathan Creek 4 November (HC).

Semipalmated Plover - latest rq)ort was 1
at Lake No. 9 on 26 October (RD, SD).

Killdeer —peak counts included 250 at
Ballard 12August (SR) and 200 at Camp
#9 on 1 August (BP, LP, EC).

American Avocet - there were two reports
for the season: 1 at Calvert City 13 Au
gust (ph.SV, EC, et al.) and 2 at Brown
Power Plant 28 September (plLB&MC).

American Avocet, Marshall
13 August 2003

Shawchyi Vorisek

Greater Yellowlegs —peak coimts were 32
at Blood River 12 October (HC) and 31
at Minor Clark 28 October (FB); latest
reports included several at Minor Clark
2 November (LH); 1 at Mt. Zion 3
November (RD); I at Lake Reba 8
November (MV) and 2 at Walton's Pond
19 November (DR).
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Lesser Yellowlegs - peak count was 45 at
Blood River 12 October (HC); latest
report was for 2 birds at Blood River 16
November (HC).

Wllet —only rq)orts were for 4 at Island
No. 1 on 21 August (MM, BP) and 1 at
Brown Power Plant 22 August (RD).

Spotted Sandpiper - latest reports were I
at Freeman Lake, Hardin, 25 October
(RD, SD) and 1 at Lake Reba 30 October
(MV).

Upland Sandpiper - only report for the
season was a bird (seen and heard) over
Sinclair 14 August (BP).

Hudsonian Godwit - 1 was observed at

Blood River 19 September (*HC).
KBRC review required.

Marbled Godwit - 1 was present at Camp
#11 on 1 August (ph.BP, BC, LP).
KBRC review required.

Marbled Godwit, Union
1 August 2003

B. Palmer-Ball. Jr.

Ruddy Turnstone - only report for the fall
was for 2 at Petersburg, Boone, 30
August (LM).

Sanderling - certainly a below-average
flight was documented; earliest report
was for 2 at Laketon 12 August (SR);
peak count was an unimpressive 4 at the
Falls ofthe Oliio 15 September (C&TB).

Western Sandpiper - not numerous this
fall, witli only a few rq)orts including up
to 3 or 4 at Paradise during mid-August
(m. ob.) and 2 at Fishing Creek 1 Sep
tember (RD); latest reports included a
few at Jonatlian Creek and Blood River

12-26 October (HC); 2 at Jonathan Creek

4 November (HC, ME) and 4 last ob
served there 16 November (HC).

Least Sandpiper - peak coimts included
200 at Laketon 19 August (SR) and 200
at Jonathan Creek and 150 at Blood

River, both 12 October (HC).
White-rumped Sandpiper - the only re

port for this rare fall migrant was from
Minor Clark 20 September (SM).

Baird*s Sandpiper - peak count was an
unimpressive4 at Paradise 21 September
(BP, MS, BY).

Pectoral Sandpiper - latest report was for
3 at Mmor Clark 31 October (LH, FB).

Dunlin - earliest report was for 2 birds at
Camp #9 on 27 September (BP, AC);
peak count was 79 at Fishing Creek 6
November (RD).

Stilt Sandpiper - a somewliat below-
average flight this fall; relatively unim
pressive peak coimts included 17 at
Camp #9 on 29 August (BP) and 14 at
Jonathan Creek 20 September (HC);
latest report was 4 at Blood River 12
October (HC).

Buff-breasted Sandpiper - unimpressive
movement detected this fall; first repor
ted at Island No. 1 on 21 August ^P,
MM); also observed at both Camp #9
and Camp #11 on 23/29 August (BP,
KOS); and at Blood River 19 September
(HC); latest report was 1 bird at Camp
#11 on 1 October (BP, JD, MM), estal>
lishing a new late departure date for the
state by a day.

Short-bilied Dowltcher - peak count was
7 at Camp #11 on 17 August (BP).

Long-billed Dowitcher - earliest report
was of2 wom ads. (calls heard) at Camp
#11 on 1 August (BP, EC, LP); 2 juvs.
were observed at Camp #11 on 27 Sep
tember/1 October with 3 there 5 October

and 2 there 29 October (BP, et al.); the
following reports of dowitcher sp. were
also likely this species: 2 at Jonathan
Creek and 6 at Blood River 12 October

(HC) and 2 at Blood River 22 November
(HC).

Wkon's Snipe - earliest reports included
1 at Camp #11 on 21 August (BP. MM);
3 at Minor Clark 23 August (LM,
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NKBC); 1 at Sauerheber 25 August
(CC); and 1 at Minor Clark 29 August
(LM, NKBC).

American Woodcock - likely migrants
were 2 in e. Jefferson 7 November (BP)
and 3 at Sinclair 9 November (BP, et
al.).

Red-necked Phalarope - a juv. was pres
ent at Camp #11 on 14 September (*BP).
KBRC review required.

Red Phalarope - a juv. was present at
Jonathan Creek 13 Sq)tember (ph.HC, et
al.) — 17 September (ME). KBRC re
view required.

••z • -r

Red Phalarope, Marshall
14 September 2003

Hap Chambers

Laughing Gull - a few birds were reported
during the season, perhaps involving
multiple observations of the same few
individuals: juv. at Ky Dam 2 August
(HC); ad. at Ky Dam 6 September (DR,
HC); 1 at Green Turtle Bay 13 Sep
tember (HC); 1 first-year at Ky Dam 5
October (LA); and 1 second-year at Ky
Dam Village State Park, Marshall, 29
November (BP, AC).

Franklin's Gull - a few birds were repor
ted as follows: 1 first-year at Jonathan
Creek 15 September (DR); 1 over Mar
tins Fork L^e, Harlan, 23 September
(MM, BP) provided a second report for
the Cumberland Mts. region of the state:
3 at Ky Dam 5 October (LA): 1 first-year
at Jonathan Creek 5 October (HC, ME);
2 at Jonathan Creek 23 October (SR); 1
at Jonathan Creek 24 October (BL); 1 at
Blood River 25/26 October (HC); 15 at
Blood River 3 November (HC); and 1 at

Jonathan Creek 22 November (HC).
Bonaparte's Gull - earliest report was for

several birds at Ky Dam 5 October (LA).
Ring-hilled Gull - early peak counts were

75+ at Calvert City and 75+ on Ohio
River sandbars nr. Ledbetter, Livingston,
both 5 August (BP, EC).

Herring Gull - earliest reports included 3
ads. above Ky Dam 19 August (DR); at
least 20 were at Green Turtle Bay by 14
September (BP, HC, RL, MW).

Lesser Black-backed GuU - a few reports
(perhaps of same individual)as follows:
ad, above Ky Dam 15 September (DR);
ad. at Kuttawa 5 October (LA); and an
ad. at Kuttawa 26 November (BY).

Caspian Tern - peak counts included ca.
75 total on n. Lake Barkley, Lyon. 19
August (DR); 50+ at Kuttawa 29 August
(BP, MM); and 17 at Paradise 13 August
(BP, MM) and 24 August (BP, AC).

Common Tern - the only report was for a
very late individual observed with the
Forster's Tems at Jonathan Creek 11

November (BL).
Forster*s Tern - peak counts were 70+ at

Jonathan Creek 11 November (BL) and
65 atJonathan Creek 12 October ^C);
the species was still well distributed on
bays of Kentucky Lake, Callowt^lMar'
shall, including 42 at Blood River, 23
November (HC, ME).

Least Tern - relatively significant was the
discovery of a small breeding colony at
an industrial plant settling pond at Cal
vert City in early August (EC, et al.); at
least 13 ads. and 10juvs. were observed
at the site 13 August (EC, SV, et al.).
Birds on the Mississippi River appeared
to do relatively well this season, with
numerous juvs. observed loafing with
ads. at the normal haunts (m. ob.). Peak
count of lingering nesting birds was 60+
at Island No. 1 on 21 August (BP, MM).

Black Tern - a modest movement included

1 at Mt. Zion (RD) and 1 at Camp #11
(BP. AC), both 3 August; 1 at Laketon
14 August (SR); 6 at Island No 1 on 21
Augiat (BP, R^l); 15 at Lake Camico.
Nicholas, 23 August (G&WK); 10 over
Sinclair 26 August (JE); 18 at Camp #9
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on 29 August (BP); 3 at Fishing Creek 2
September (RD); 4 at Blood River 2
September (HC); 5 at Walton's Pond 3
September (DR); 1 at R^or Clark 7
September (GR); 2 at Fishing Creek 17
September (RD); and 1 at Camp #11 on
27 September (BP, AC).

Eurasian Collared-Dove - as is now the

norm, this season brought reports from a
few new locations including at Hiseville,
Barren, 10 August (AT); nr. Oakland,
Warren, late August (Z&CB); and in
Fredonia, Caldwell (BP).

Yellow-billed Cuckoo - a relatively late-
nesting bird was flushed from a nest in
Pulaski 2 August (RD); latest reports
included 1 at WKU Woods 5 October

(JE); 1 at Miles Park 16 October (BW)
and 1 at Garvin Brown Preserve, Jef

ferson, 27 October (BW).
Long-eared Owl - single birds were

observed at the Wendell Ford Regional
Training Center, Mithlenberg, and at
Riverqueen, both 28 November (BP,
AC).

Short-eared Owl - earliest report was for
1 at Sauerheber 5 October (BP, KOS);
also reported was 1 in e. Jefferson 26
October (MM, BP) and 10-15 at Sinclair
20 November (P&SF, BP, MM).

Northern Saw-whet Owl - the only report
was 1 netted in e. Jefferson 1 November
(MM, BP).

Whip-poor-will - 2 were still singing in
nw. Jackson 20 September (BP) and at
Sinclair 21 September (BP, MS, BY); a
fresh road-kill was observed at Cumber

land Gap, BelL25 September (MM, BP);
latest report was 1 at Short Creek. Gray-
son, 15 October (JPt).

Ruby throated Hummingbird - birds did
not linger as late this year, with only a
few reports after the first week of Octo
ber and the latest being 2 in s. Warren 22
October and 1 in s. Warren 24 October

(JE). A nearly complete albino was
observed at Eminence, Henrv. during
late August (R&WY. ph.BC).'

Rufous Hummingbird - at least 4 birds
were confirmed to species during the
period as follows: ca. 2nd week August-

ca. 2nd week November, an ad. male at
Bowling Green (ph.SB, fide JE); 12
October - end of November, an ad.
female n. of Rich Pond, Warren (ph.JE,
banded CS/PM); 8 November - end of
November, an ad. female at Rich Pond,
Warren (TB, ph.JE, banded CS/PM); late
October - end of November 2003, an
imtn. female at Russellville, Logan (GM,
ph.MBt, banded CS/PM).

Rufous Himimingbird, Warren
November 2003

Jackie Elmore

Selasphorus sp. - single birds (unidentified
to species) were reported firom two other
locations as follows: a "brownish" hiun-

mingbird at Piano, Warren, 12 October
(FBw) and a likely ad, female at Berea,
Madison, 23 October - end ofNovember
(ph. A&TR).

Olive-sided Flycatcher - only reports were
for singles at King Bee, Pulaski, 6 Sep
tember (RD) and Westvaco WMA, Hick-
man. 30 August (MM, BP).

Eastern Wood-Pewee - two extremely late
nesting records were documented by an
ad. feeding 2 yg. at Mt. Zion 25 Septem
ber (RD), and ads. feeding yg. at Miles
Park 24-30 September (BW). Assuming
normal timing of post-fledging parental
care, tliese nestings occurred approx
imately a month later than has been pre
viously documented in the state.

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher - several re
ports as follows: 1 at Mammoth Cave,
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Barren, 5 September (MM); 1 at Mt.
Zion 12 September (RD); 1 in sw. Jef
ferson 20 September (CL); 1 in Warren
16 and 30 September (DR); 1 at Cave
Hill Cem., Jefferson, 8 October (BJ,
BBC); and 1 in e. Jefferson 10 October
(JB, PB).

Alder Flycatcher - tentatively identified
was I (heard only) calling along the
Mississippi River above Laketon 21 Au
gust (BP, MM).

Least Flycatcher - earliest report was a
bird calling ('whit') in e. Jefferson 9
August (BP) that tied the early arrival
date for non-breeding areas in the state;
the next earliest report was 1 at Mt. Zion
26 August (RD).

Great Crested Flycatcher - latest report
was 1 in LBL, Lyon, 14 September (HC,
BP,RL, MW).

Eastern Kingbird - a few birds lingered
into the latter half of September with
latest reports being 1 in Jefferson 20
September (BW); 5 at Sinclair 21 Sep
tember (BP, MS, BY); 2 in nw. Grt^son
17 September (JPt); and 1 at Knifley,
Adair, 27 September (RD, SBC).

Loggerhead Shrike - relatively unusual
for n. Kentucky was a bird just s. of
AspenGrove,s. Campbell, 10November
(SM).

Bell's Vireo - extraordinarily late and
establishing a new late departure date for
the state by three weeks was a singing
bird (heard only) at Sinclair 19 October
(HC, RD).

Yellow-throated Vireo - latest report was
1 at WKU Woods 8 October (JE).

Blue-headed Vireo - a bird at Mammoth

Cave, Barren, 5 September (MM) was
likely an early migrant; latest report was
1at Big South Fork National Recreation
Area, McCreary, 1 November (RD).

Red-eyed Vireo - a relatively late nesting
record was documrated by an ad. feeding
2 yg at Mt. Zion lO/l 1 September (RD).

Common Raven — 2-3 birds were seen at

Stone Mt. 23/24 September (BP, MM);
1 was heard s. of Hensley Settlement,
Cumberland Gap, 25 September (MM,
BP); 1 was observed ca. 3 mi ne. of

Prestonsburg, Flcyd, 29 October for a
still relatively rare report away from the
Cumberland Mts. (CLg).

Purple Martin - 6-7 birds overMiles Park
21 September (BW) and 4 birds in
Wt^ne 22 September (RD) were about a
week earlier than the latest state depar
ture date ever recorded.

Tree Swallow - peak coimt was 700+ in
Wayne 22 September(RD); latest reports
included 5(H- in w. Fulton 26 October

(RD, SD); 30 at Somerset 28 October
(RD); "nimierous" on the Little River
embayment of Lake Barkley, Trigg, 28
October (ER); 30 at Camp #11 on 29
October (BP, MM); and 7 at Sinclair and
Paradise 9 November (MS, et al.).

No. Rough-winged Swallow - latest rq)ort
was 1 in w. Fulton 26 October (RD. SD).

Cliff Swallow - interesting reports includ
ed 2 at Watertown Yacht Club, Camp
bell, 9 August (FR) and 2 relatively late
birds in Wayne 22 September (RD).

Red-breasted Nuthatch - the earliest re

port was 1 at Beargrass 27 October
(RD); a few showed up during Novem
ber, but by the end of the month, only
small nimibers were being reported, sug
gesting a modest but relatively imspec-
tacular movement overall.

Brown Creeper - earliest report was 1 at
Louisville 13 October (JB, PB).

House Wren - several birds were observed
lingering into November with the latest
being 1 at Mt. Zion 11 November (RD)
and 1 at Riverqueen 28 November (BP,
AC).

Sedge Wren - at least 3 birds lingered in e.
Jefferson into mid-August (BP) and at
least 4 were present - with nesting likely
- at Sinclair 17 August (RR) through
October (MM, BP, et al.); other possible
nesting birds included 1-2 heard at Camp
#11 during the latter half ofAugust (BP.
et al.); 1 heard at Ballard 17 August
(MM, BP); 1 heard nr. Ledbetter. s.
Livingston, 29 Aiigust(BP); and 2 heard
at Long Point 31 August (BP, MM). The
species was also reported at Sauerheber
- where birds had summered - with sev

eral birds including a juv. observed 4
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October (BP, KOS) and 18 October (DR,
KOS). Single birds that were likely
migrants were reported at Beargrass 28
September (DP. BBC) and Chaney 30
Sq)tember (DR). The species lingered at
Sinclair into November with 2 still there

9 November (BP, et al.) and at least 4
seen/heard 20 November (BP, MM, SV).

Marsh Wren - earlier than normal was I

heard and seen at Camp #11 on 17/23
August (BP, KOS) and a singmg bird
still in juv. plumage at Sinclair 30 Au
gust (BP, MM) that seemed suspiciously
oflocal origin. Other reports included 1
at McEhoy 16 September (DR); 1 at
Beargrass 28 September (DP, BBC); 2 at
Chaney 6 October (DR); 2 at McElroy 8
October (DR); and several at Sauerheber
4/5/18 October (KOS). Two lingering
birds were heard singing full songs at
Sinclair 20 November (MM. BP).

Golden-crowned Kinglet —earliest reports
included 1 at WKU Woods 8 October

(JE) and 2 in e. Jefferson 13 October
(JB, PB).

Ruby-crowned Kinglet - earliest reports
included I in nw. Jackson 20 September
(BP) and ca. 6 at Cumberland Gap 25
September (MM, BP).

Veery - the only report was for 1 at Shaker
Mill 8 September (DR).

Gray-cheeked Thrush - 1 at Shaker Mill
2 September (DR) established a new
early arrival date for the state by three
days.

Swainson's Thrush - earliest reports in
cluded 1 at Frankfort 24 August (BP)
and 1 at Mt. Zion 4 September (RD).

Wood Thrush - latest reports were for 1 at
Sauerheber 25 October (BL) and 2 at
Stephen's Knob, McCrearv, 11 October
(RD, SBC).

American Robin - an estimated 5.000

birds were observed going to roost at
Highland Heights, Campbell, 9 October
(FR); a very late nesting record was
indicated by an ad. feeding fledglings in
e. Jefferson ca. 20 September (BW).

Gray Catbird - latest reports were for I at
Mt. Zion 22 October (RD) and 1 in s.
Warren 26 October (JE).

Cedar Waxwing - fledglings were ob
served still being fed at two locations in
e. Jefferson 20 September (BW); a
noticeable movement of birds came

through diuing latter October and early
November (m. ob.).

Blue-winged Warbler —a bird at Lost
River 5 August (JE) was a relatively
early post-breeding wanderer/migrant.

Golden-winged Warbler - it seemed to be
a good fall for this declining species,
with reports as follows: 1 at Middle
Creek Park, Boone, 1 September (LM,
NKBC); 1 at Mt. Zion 4/I0/I1/23 Sep
tember (RD); 1 at Mammoth Cave, 5
September (MM); 2 in e. Jefferson 6
September (BP); 1 in LBL. Lyon, 7 Sep
tember (BP); 1 nr. Lake Barkley, Lyon,
13 September (HC, et al.); 1 at Lake
Cumberland WMA 19 September (RD);
1 in nw. Jackson 20 September (BP); 1
at Sloans Valley, Pj/ZosW, 21 September
(RD); I in LBL, Lyon, 21 September
(BP); I at Mammoth Cave 21 September
(JE, KOS); 1 at Louisville 24 September
(JB, PB); and 1 at Miles Park 1 October
(BW).

Brewster's Warbler - 1 was seen adjacent
to Stone Mt. 24 September (MM).

Tennessee Warbler - earliest report was
for 1 at Mt. Zion 24 August (RD); 30+
were at WKU Woods 8 October (JE).

Orange-crowned Warbler - an extremely
early individual was observed at Mam
moth Cave, Barren, 5 September (MM);
also reported were 2 at Big Bone Lick
State Park, Boone, 24 September (LM),
and singles 10/13 October in e. Jefferson
(JB, PB) and 19 November in s. Warren
(ph.JE).

Northern Parula - 6 birds at Eddy Creek
1 October (BP, JD) and 4 birds at WKU
Woods 8 October were nice tallies for

the relatively late dates (JE).
Yellow Warbler - latest reports were 2 at

Mt. Zion 11 September (RD) and 1 in
Lyon 21 September (MS, BY. BP).

Chestnut-sided Warbler - earliest reports
included 1 (a presumed non-breeder) at
Lake Cumberland WMA 19 August
(RD) and 1 at Mt. Zion 24 Augiist (RD).
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Magnolia Warbler - 20+ birds were at
WKU Woods 5 October (JE).

Cape May Warbler - earliest report was
for 3 at Adair WMA, Boone, 6 Sep
tember (LM, NKBC); well distributed
duringthe remainderof Septemberwith
reports from as far w. as w. Henderson
27 September (CC) and Lyon 21 Sep
tember (BP, MS, BY); peak counts in
cluded 4 at Mammoth Cave, Edmonson
and Barren, 21 September (JE, KOS)
and 10-12 at Cumberland (jap 25 Sep
tember (MM, BP).

YeUow-rumped Warbler - earliest reports
included 1 at Jonathan Creek (MS, BY,
BP) and 1 at Mammoth Cave (JE, KOS),
both 21 September.

Black-tbroated Green Warbler - earliest

rqjorts awayfrombreedingareaswere 1
at Lost River on the exceptionally early
date of 10August (JE) and 1 at Bellevue,
Campbell, 30 August (FR).

Black-throated Blue Warbler - lingering
nesting birds were still quite numerous at
Stone Mt. 24 September (4 males) (BP,
MM) and Cumberland Gap 25 Septem
ber (at least 8, mostly ad, males) (MM,
BP); a female was observed at Mammoth
Cave 21 September (JE, KOS); what is
likely the first ever report from w.
Kentucky in fall was a female observed
at Jonathan Creek 13 September (HC,
EC, RL, MW).

Biackburnian Warbler - earliest report
was for 1 at Mt. Zion 26 August (RD).

Prau'ie Warbler - 2 birds at Lost River 5
August (JE) were early post-breeding
migrants; latestreports included5 (likely
lingering breeders) at Sinclair 21 Sep
tember (BP, MS, BY) and 1 at Somerset
1 October (RD).

Palm Warbler - earliest report was 1 in e.
Jefferson 4 September (BP).

Pine Warbler - latest reports included 1
nr. Richwood, Boone, 26 November
(FR) and 1 at Jonathan Creek 26 Novem
ber (ME).

Bay-breasted Warbler - peak counts
included 30-35+ at both Stone Mt. and

Cumberland Gap, 24/25 September, re
spectively (MM, BP).

BlackpoU Warbler - only reportswere2 at
Stone Mt. 24 September (BP, MM); 2 at
Cumberland Gap 25 September (MM,
BP) and 1 at Frankfort 6 October (BP).

Cerulean Warbler - relatively unusual
was a male at Mt. Zion 24 August (RD).

American Redstart - latest report was 1 at
M. Zion 14 October (RD).

Prothonotary Warbler - an impressive
count oflate summer/early fall lingering
family groiqjs totaling37 birds made
at L^e Cumberland WMA 2 August
(RD).

Worm-eating Warbler - a bird at Lost
River 5 August (JE) must have been an
early post-breeding migrant; relatively
late were a bird at Mt. Zion 24 Sep
tember (RD); 2 at Stone Mt. 24 Septem
ber (BP, MI^ and 1at Cumberland Gap
25 September (MM, BP).

Swainson's Warbler —as part of an effort
to determine departure dates for the
species inDBNF, 1was tapedin atLittle
Lick Recreation Area, Puiaski, 14 Au
gust (RD), establidiing a new late
departuredate for local nesting birds for
the state.

Northern Waterthrush - an extremely
tardy bird in e. Jefferson 4 November
(JB, PB) represented a new late depar
ture date for the state by more than a
week.

Louisianan Waterthrush - relatively
imusual was a likely fall migrant at Lake
Cumberland WMA 19 August (RD).

Kentucky Warbler - 3 birds at Lost River
5 August (JE) must have been early
migrants.

Mourning Warbler - only reportswere for
1 at Shaker Mill 30 August (DR) and 1
in e. Jefferson 6 September (BP).

Hooded Warbler - latest reports included
3 at Stephen's Knob, McCreary, 11
October (RD, SBC) and 1 in Boyd 3
November (LT).

Canada Warbler - latest report vras for 1
at Shaker Mill 24 September (DR).

Yellow-breasted Chat - latest reports were
for 1 at Lost River 7 September (JE); 2
calling at Sinclair 21 September (BP,
MS, BY); and 1 at Big Bone Lick State
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Park, Boone, 24 September (LM).
American Tree Sparrow - earliest rqjorts

were for 1 at East Bend 15 November

(L^O; 4+ at Sinclair 20 November
BP); and a small flock at Garvin Brown
Preserve, Jefferson, 22 November (BW).

Chipping Sparrow - flocks lingered well
into November wifli 45 at Shaker Mill 7

November (DR) and a few at Piano,
Warren, 19 November (FBw); singles
were still at Cumberland Gap, Bell, 13
November (MM, et al.); Evergreen Gem.,
Campbell, 14 November (FR); and Wen
dell Ford Regional Training Center,
Muhlenberg, 28 November (BP).

Qay-colored Sparrow —there were two
reports of this very rare transient: 1 at
Tom Sawyer State Park, e. Jejferson on
the extremely early date of 24 August
(♦JB, PB) and 1 at Mt. Zion 10 No
vember (RD). KBRC review required.

Lark Sparrow - there were two reports of
likely fall migrants: 1 at Sinclair 30
August (MM, BP) and 1 at Mt. Zion
9/10 September (RD).

Grasshopper Sparrow - a pair feeding
small yg. in a nest at Sinclair 13 August
(MM, BP) represented a relatively late
nesting record; latest report was 1 at Mt.
Zion 20 October (RD).

Henslow's Sparrow — lingering birds
remained at Sinclair well into fall with a

not fully grown juv. and nearby ad. with
food observed 21 September (BP, MS,
BY); at least 2 were still at Sinclair 9
November (MM, et al.); also observed
was 1 at Riverqueen 2 October (BP, JD,
MM).

Le Conte*s Sparrow - reports included 1
at Sauerheber 18 October (DR, KOS)
and birds that will likely winter observed
at Sinclair on several occasions 26

October (5) (MS) - 20 November (MM,
et al.).

Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow - only
report was for 1 at Sinclair 19 October
(HC, RD).

Fox Sparrow - earliest report was for 2 at
Sinclair 9 November (MM, et al.).

Lincoln's Sparrow - earliest report was 1
at Big Bone Lick State Park. Boone, 27

September (LM, NKBC); peak count
was 7+ at Sinclair 29 October (MM,
BP); latest report was I at Sinclair 9
November (BY, et al.).

Swamp Sparrow - earliest reports were
from Sauerheber 27 September (BP,
AC); nr. Dot, Logan, 28 September (FL);
and at McElroy 29 September (DR).

Dark-eyed Junco - a male was observed
where a nesting pair had been found
earlier in the year at Cumberland Gap 25
September (MM, BP); first fall migrants
arrived on time with two reports from 12
October in s. Jefferson (BBC) and Grt^-
son (JPt).

Lapland Longspur —earliest reports in
cluded at least 2 at McElroy 19 Novem
ber (DR) and several flyovers at Sinclair
20 November (BP, MM).

Indigo Bunting - latest reports included 4
at Lake No. 9 on 26 October (RD, SD)
and 1 in Warren 4 November (DR).

Dickcissel - a bird was observed carrying
food nr. Ledbetter, s. Livingston, 29
August (BP); 1 was still at Sauerheber 4
October (BP, KOS).

Bobolink - a few were reported during the
normal flight period; more interesting
reports included 12 at McElroy 16 Sep
tember (DR) and 12 at the WKU Farm 5
October (JE).

LeConte's Sparrow. Muhlenberg
20 November 2003

Shawchyi Vorisek

Yellow-headed Blackbird - a male was

observed at Camp #11 on 27 Sep
tember/5 October^9 October (BP, et
al.). KBRC review required.



16 jm KENTUCKY WARBLER Vol. 80

Rusty Blackbird - earliest reportsincluded
1 at Caperton8 November (BY)and 1 in
Bqyd 16 November (LT); flocks of 60+
at Fort Campbell, Trigg, 14 November
(DM) and at least 100 at Caperton 20
November (BY) were both relatively
iinusual.

Brewer's Blackbird - only report was for
3 at Walton's Pond 29 November (DR).

Orchard Oriole - latest reports included a
family group of 3 at Sinclair 26 August
(JE) and a female/imm. plumaged bird
nr. Saratoga, Lyon, 21 September (MS,
BY, BP) that established a new con
firmed late departure date for the state.

Purple Finch - a few birds began being
reported in early November (earliest
report 8 November in e. Jefferson - BP);
by the end of November, still only small
numbers were being observed including
a few at feeders.

Pine Siskin - a modest flight commenced
in early November and by flie end ofthe
month small mmibers were still being
reported including a few at feeders.
Earliest reports were 3 at Barren 7
November (DR) and 2 in w. Boom (KC),
1 at Shaker Mill (DR), and 2 in e.
Jefferson (BP), all 8 November.

Evening Grosbeak - 1 was heard at Shaker
Mill 8 October (DR).

Observers: LeifAnderson (LA);SteveAnderson (SA);NCchael Autin(MA);MaryBill
Bauer(MB); Colleen& TomBecker(C&TB); Shirley Becknell (SB); Jane Bell (JB); Pat
Bell (PB); Mark Bennett (MBt); Thad Bessinger (TB); Fred Bowman (FBw); Karon
Broadbent (KB);Horace Brown(HB);Zack& Ciystal Bumes(Z&CB); Fred Busroe(FB);
Kathy Caminiti (KC); Granville Carey (GC); Bill&Margaret Case (B&MC); Chambers
(HC); Elizabeth Ciuzio (EC); Katharine Cohen (KCn); Amy Covert (AC); Byron Crawford
(BC); Charlie Crawford(CC);RoseannaDenton(RD);SteveDenton (SD); JonathanDunn
(JD);MelissaEasley(ME);JackieEhnore(JE);Preston& ShariForsythe (P«&SF); Scott
Freidhof(SF);LanaHays (LH^; RoseHensel (RH); BobJohnson (BJ);LewKomman (LK);
Ken Leggett (KL); Ginny & Wendell Kingsolver (G&WK); Celia Lawrence (CL); Bill
Lisowsky (BL); Roly Lloyd (RL); Charlie Logsdon (CLg); Frank Lyne (FL); Portia
MacMillen (Pl^; Scott Marsh (SM); Rick Mauro (R^; Gene McDonald (GM); Lee
McNeely (LM);MarkMonroe (MM); NancyMoore(NM);MikeMorton(MNfo); Daniel
Moss(DN^;John & Phyllis Niemi (J&PN); Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BP);JohnnyParks
(JP); I^ura Patton (LP); Joyce Porter (JPt); Dakin Poland (DP); EdRay(ER); Scott Record
(SR):FrankRenfrow(FR);Art & Tina Ricketts(A&TR); GeraldRobe(GR);David Roemer
(DR); Randel Rogers (RR); Chris Sloan(CS); MattStickel (MS); KeidiShicker (KS); Steve
Sweeney (SS);Lin Towler (LT); AnthonyTrimboli (AT); Shawchyi Vorisek (SV);Mark
Vukovich (MV);MaryWalter (MW); Charlie Wilkins (CW); Barbara Woemer(BW); Ben
Yandell (BY); Raymond & Wilma Yoimg (R&WY); Beckham BirdClub(BBC); Ky.Omi-
thologic^ Society (KOS); many observers (m. oh.); Northem Ky. Bird Club (NKBC);
Somerset Bird Club (SBC).

- 8207Old WestportRoad,Louisville,KY, 40222(brainard,pahner-ball@mail.state.lo'.us)
(Pahner-Ball) and P.O. Box 463, Burlington, KY, 41005 (Ikmc9@netscape.net)
(McNeely).
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MID-WINTER BIRD COUNT

2003-2004

Reports of 27 counts were received from across the Commonwealth. A total of 137 spe
cies was recorded on count days, 123 of which are represented on the table. Those species
observed on count days not represented on the table include: a Common Merganser (Dan
ville), two Red-throated Loons (Land Between the Lakes),
a Ruffed Grouse (Richmond), anOsprey (Calloway County), a Virginia Rail (Paradise), two
Glaucous Gulls and a Laughing Gull (Land Between the Lakes), 3 Rufous Hummingbirds
(2 at Bowling Green and 1 at Richmond), a House Wren (Ballard County, Paradise, and
Falls of Rough), a Sedge Wren (Paradise), aVeeiy (Falls of Rough), a Yellow-throatedVireo
(Lexington), a SpottedTowhee (Paradise), and a Lincoln's Sparrow (Lexington).There were
15 species observed on all counts and 19 species observed only on one count. A small flock
of Brewer's Blackbirds was observed during the count week in Ballard County.

Temperatures were fairly mild on average throughout the count period. The low tem
perature was 15°Fat Lexington on December 20 and Upton on December 26, and the high
temperature at 69°F at Sorgho on January 3. The mild temperatures may have contributed
to the reduced numbers of most species of migratory waterfowl as was the case last year.
This trendwasnot entirelyconsistentwithmuchgreaternumbersof Green-wingedTeal and
Common Goldeneyes. The number ofRed-breasted Nuthatches was also down, similar to the
trend last year. There were good flocks of Sandhill Cranes that were observed. The number
of Eurasian Collared-Doves was about half that of last year. Cedar Waxwingand American
Robin numbers were back up. Their numbers appear to vary with food availability. Purple
Finch niunbers, although not high, increased over last year. Lingering birds, such as Palm
Warblers, House Wrens and the Yellow-throated Vireo, were evident.

Thanks to the many observers and compilers who participated in this year's count. Also,
thanks to compilers who submitted documentation for unusual species to the editor and to
the Kentucky Bird Records Committee. Records of species unusual for the count do not
constitute official records until reviewed by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee.

Ballard County (all points within a 15-miIe diameter circle, center as described in 1984.)
Habitat as described in 1984. Dec 29; 6:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. CST. Rain showers through
most of the a.m. hours; cloudy p.m. with partly cloudy sunset; temp. 51° to 53 ®F; wind
WNW 5-13 m.p.h. Water open.

Three observers in 1 to 3 parties. Total party-hours 14 (8 on foot, 6 by car). Total party-
miles 68 ( on foot, 66 by car). Total species 82; 45,070 individuals.

Observers: Roseanna Denton, Brainard Palmer-Ball. Jr. (compiler) and Scott Record.
Morning rain showers dampened birding acdvity for part of the day. Mild conditions

accounted in large part for the lower-than-average waterfowl diversity and numbers, which
resulted in a below average species total (82). Highlights included two American Woodcocks
and at least three LeConte's Sparrows adjacent to the West Kentucky WMA, McCracken
County and at least 35 Greater White-fronted Geese on the Ballard WMA. Berry-eating
species were present in above-average numbers: sugarberry trees and Smilax vines seemed
to be providing most of the food. Mild weather may have accounted for above-average
numbers ofseveral species such as Ruby-crowned Kinglets and Brown Thrashers. Numbers
of Red-headed Woodpeckers appeared to be about one-half the number present during the
winter of2002-03. Eurasian Collared-Doves were observed again in La Center. Thousands
ofadditional blackbirds that streamed overhead at dusk are not included in the count total.

Interesting count-week birds included a House Wren, a male Spotted Towhee, and a flock
of Brewer's Blackbirds.
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Calloway County(allpoints within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Douglas Cemetery.)

Habitat20% lake shore, 30% open fields, 35% urbanand residential, and 15%deciduous
andpinewoods. Jan. 3; 6:00a.m. to4:00p.m. Skycloudy; temp. 65° to 68°F; windSSW,
8-12 m.p.h.

Seven observersin 4 parties. Total party-hours31 (11 on foot, 20 by car). Total party-
miles 214 (6.5 on foot, 207.5 by car). Total species 88; total individuals8,184.

Observers: HapChambers (compiler), JoeTomErwin,BobHead,Charles Mercer, Mike
Miller, Clell Peterson, and Wendell Webb.

Land Betweenthe Lakes (allpointswithina 15-mile diameter circle,centerPisgahBay
picnic ground.) Habitat as described in1984 m.American Birds. Dec. 14; 6:30 a.m. to4:30
p.m.Skycloudy; temp. 40°to 32°F; wind,N, 10-15 m.p.h.

Twenty observers in10parties. Total party-hours 55(19onfoot, 36bycar). Total party-
miles360 (36onfool,324 by car). Totalspecies 94; total individuals 12,867.

Observers: Mark Bennett,Jami Caroll, ValCarter,Hap Chambers,Laura Chapin, Karen
Qement, Melissa Easley, Donald Gladis, Bill Lisowsl^, Paula Lisowsky, Carl Mowery
(compiler), Kathy Mowery, JohnPolpeter, Elizabeth Raikes, Laura Rissler, David Roemer,
Darrin Samborski,TommySherwood,Kelly Werheim,and AvivaYasgur.

There were 13 adult, six immature and three other Bald Eagles on the count.
Soi^ho (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Hwy. 279-S andAudubon

Parkway intersection.) Habitat river, river bottoms, woods, com stubble, plowed fields,
urban park, andcityneighborhoods. Jan 3; 8:00a.m. to 4:00p.m. Slg'cloudy, misty rain
occasionally, diminishing in theafternoon; temp. 61° to69®F; wind SSW, 12m.p.h. Show
ers occurred late in the afternoon.

Fourteen observers in 6 parties. Total party-hours 29.5 (8.5 on foot, 21 by car). Total
party-miles 217(7.5 onfoot, 209.5 bycar). Total species 51;total individuals 18,012.

Observers: PatAugenstein, BrendaEaden,JoeFord,SteveHahus,MikeHenshaw, Janet
Howard (compiler), Mary Kissel, Charles Morris, Joyce Porter, BobRold, Rob Rold, Marilee
Thompson,ObbieTodd,and CarolynWilliams.

Olmstead (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,centerat thejunctionof Ky 1041
andKy 1151.) Habitat approximately 75% is cultivated farmland. Theremaining habitat
includesblocksof deciduouswoods,fencerows, pasture, grown-upfields, developedareas,
and open water. Dec. 29; 6:45 a.m. to4:30 p.m. Sky cloudy throughout themorning until
10:00 a.m. when precipitation began to fall in earnest. From that time until sunset, rain
continued unabated. At times it transitioned to drizzle then back to light or moderate rain.;
temp. 55° to45°F; wind, sustained from S,0-20 m.p.h. Thewarmest temperatures occurred
in the morning andearly afternoon. A wind of 10-20 m.p.h. wassustained throughout the
morning. Once therain began, thewind diminished until there wasessentially no wind by
2:00 p.m. Thereafter, avery light northerly wind developed before sunset. All bodies ofwater
were open. A few nights of subfreezing temperatures (3-4) before the count might have
affected results. Wind hampered earlya.m. observations and rain hampered observations
theremainder of theday. Additionally, thecombination ofwarm windyweather replaced by
warm rainy weather seemed to cause the birds to remain "down", minimizing observation
opportunities.

Threeobservers in 1 party, with I feeder watcher. Total party-hours 9 (1 on foot, 8 by
car). Total party-miles 98.5 (0.5 on foot, 98 by car). Total species 58; total individuals
2,850.

Observers: Mark Bennett(compiler),Frank Lyne,and David Roemer. Feeder watcher;
Alison Lync.

Highlights ofthisyear'scount included thefollowing: 52Wild Turkeys ina single flock,
nine Great Blue Herons, 105 Killdeer, mostly in 2 large groups, 204 Rock Pigeon. 34
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Eurasian Collared-Doves at 3 locations including 25 at one farm, 211 American Robins,
140American Pipits, and 45 Yellow-rumped Warblers were all record numbers for the 11-
yearold count. Otherhighlights included two Wilson's Snipe. Misses this year included
Red-headed Woodpecker, Eastern Phoebe, Northern Bobwhite, Great Homed Owl, Brown
Creeper, andWinter Wren. BamOwlpelletswere observed on the countday,but the owl
itself elluded counters. This owl was observed on 1 January 2004 by the land owner, Ms.
Betty King.

Paradise (allpoints within a 15-mile diameter circle,centerasdescribed in 1993.) Habitat
as described in 1993.Jan 3; 5:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. CST. Sky mostly cloudy to cloudy; temp.
52® to 66° F; wind SW 0-15 m.p.h. Water open.

Elevenobserversin 5 parties.Totalparty-hours44 (24.5onfoot, 19.5by car).Totalparty
miles 196 (9 on foot, 187 by car). Total species 90; total individuals 20,369.

Observers: MichaelAutin,MaryBillBauer,Jane Bell,Pat Bell,MarkBennett,AmyCovert,
Preston Forsythe, Shari Forsythe, EddieHuber, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), and
Mary Walter.

Predictedrains did not develop,and windsremained belowdebilitatinglevelsfor finding
birdsfor most of theday. The speciestotal (90)was slightlyaboveaverage. Warmweather,
in part, resulted in anotheryear with below-average numbers and diversity of waterfowl
althought a Ross'sGoosewasfoundwithdomestic geeseat thesameOhioCountylocation
as last year (MA, MB, JB, PB) and the count of Green-winged Teal (^) was impressive
for the count area. Two count firsts were recorded, a Spotted Towhee (AC, BP) and a Palm
Warbler (BP), both in eastern Muhlenberg County. Additional highlights were mostly lin
gering migrants and summerresidents and includedtwo Merlins on the Homestead Unit,
Ohio County (JB, PB), a Virginia Rail on the Gibraltar Unit, Muhlenberg County (AC,
BP),anda SedgeWren on the Sinclair Unit,Muhlenberg County (MB,PF). Slightly less
exciting finds included at least 3 BaldEagles,at least 239WildTurkeys in a singlegroup,
7 performing American Woodcocks, a House Wren anda PineWarbler. The total number
of Northern Harriers (37) and Rough-legged Hawks (2) remained wellbelowcounthighs
recorded in the early to mid-1990's. Thecount total does not include an additional tens of
thousands of blackbirds going to roost in the evening.

Bowling Green (all points within a 15-mile diametercircle, centerThree Springs, six
miles south of Bowling Green.) Habitat deciduous woods 20%, fields and pastures 60%,
andtown and parks 20%. Dec. 20; 7:00a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Skysunny; temp. 19" to 33° F;
wind WNW 0-5 m.p.h.

Seven observers in three parties. Total party-hours 20 (5 onfoot, 15 by car). Total party-
miles 163 (4 on foot, 159by car).Total species 80; total individuals 14,205.

Observers:Jackie Elmore, BlaineFerrell (compiler), Dick Lord, McKenzieMason, Wayne
Mason, Albert Meier, and David Roemer. Feeder watcher: Diane Elmore.

A highlightof the count was the two adult female Rufous Hummingbirds that were pre
viously banded (JE, DR).The Merlin was a juvenile male basedon size and plumage (JE,
DR). Several flocks of Sandhill Cranes flew over.

Glasgow(all pointswithina 15-milediametercircle,centerasdescribedin 1986.)Habitat
as described in 1986. Dec. 27; 6:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. Sky partly cloudy in the a.m. to clear
in the p.m.; temp. 24°to51®F; wind SSW, 5-10 m.p.h.

Three observers in 2 parties, with 1 feeder watcher.Total party-hours 15 (11 on foot,
4 by car). Total party-miles 48 (8 onfoot, 40 by car). Total species 53; total individuals
1,724.
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Observers: Blaine Ferrell, Marquita Gillenwater, and Wayne Mason (compiler). Feeder

watcher: Billie Mae Moore.

Mammoth Cave National Park (Center and habitat as described in 1980.) Dec. 21; 7:00
a.m. to 3:00p.m. Sky sunny; temp. 30° to 50°F; wind SW,0-10 m.p.h.There was no wind
in the a.m., but it became breezy in the afternoon.

Five observers in three parties. Total party-hours 15.5 (13 on foot, 2.5 by car). Total
party-miles94 (4 on foot, 90 by car).Total species47; total individuals 3,071.

Observers: Connor Doyle, Lester Doyle, Blaine Ferrell (compiler). Steve Kistler, and
Wayne Mason.

As was thecase last year, turtleswere observedsunning themselves on logs. There was
one mature and one immature eagle observed on the count.

Falls of Rough (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Short Creek, Ky..
Hwy. 79 and54 intersection). Habitat: woodland, river bottoms, watershed lakes,ponds,
old fields, RoughRiver lake,streams, and cultivated fields. Jan. 1; 6:30a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sky partly cloudy; temp. 34® to 67°F; wind, calm.

Sixobservers in three parties. Total party-hours 23 (22onfoot, 1 bycar). Total party
miles 186(5 on foot, 181by car). Total species50; total individuals 3,378.

Observers: Brenda Eaden,TonyEaden, Rebecca Foreman. Mary Harrel.Janet Howard,
and Joyce Porter (compiler).

BernheimForest (allpoints within a 15-milediameter circle, centerasdescribed in 1974.)
Habitatas described in 1974. Dec.28;7:45a.m. to 5:15 p.m. EST. Skymostly clear;temp.
33® to 65^; wind SW 5-20 m.p.h. Water mostly open.

Fifteen observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours 41 (21 on foot, 20 by car).Total party
miles 196 (17 on foot, 179 by car). Total species 62; total individuals 8,520.

Observers: Mary Bill Bauer, JaneBell,Pat Bell,DonaCoales, Charles Homaday, Eddie
Huber, Celia Lawrence,Pat Meyer, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), EstherTamplin,
John Tamplin,Philip Tamplin, WilliamTamplin, and Major Waltman.

Breezy conditions somewhat hampered the detection of songbirds but the warm tem
peratures were welcome. Berry-eating species were present in above-average numbers, but
overall thespecies count (62) was belowaverage. Both Red-breasted Nuthatchand Purple
Fmch relumedto the countin smallnumbersthisyear. Highlights includedthe two Golden
Eagles (DC,CL, EH, JH, BPB). FiveMuteSwans were on LakeNevin(JB,PB) apparently
iiaving arrived the previous day.

LouisviUe (all points within a 15-milediameter circle, center Jet. Hwys 42 and 22, as
described in 1972.) Habitat as described in 1972. Dec. 14; 7:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky
cloudy; temp. 27® to 3l^F;windW,7 m.p.h. There were 3.3 inchesof snow on the groimd
with snow flurries and fog.

Twenty-nine observers in10parties. Total party-hours 66.25 (22.25 onfoot, 44.00bycar).
Total party-miles 321 (17 on foot, 304 by car). Total species 89; total individuals 31,845.

Observers: WinAhrens,MaryBillBauer,Jane Belland PatBell(compilers). DonaCoates,
David Dorman, Rod Goforth, J. A. Harris, Charles Hatten. Gerald Heath, Eddie Huber. Jen
nifer Huber, Carol Hyatt, Bob Johnson,John Knill, Celia Lawrence,Aurilla Lesley, Fred
Mansmith, Mark Monroe, Doxie Noonan, Qara Ann Pallares, David Pallares, Brainard
Palmer-Ball,Bill Parsley,Tim Ritter,Jack Still, ScottieTheiss, MajorWaltman,and Barbara
Woemer.

It was a cold, snowy day for the 29 participants who took part in the count. The Ohio
River was high and murky. The group tallied 89 species the same as lastyear with an in
crease of over 15,000 in the number of individuals compared with last year due to the
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countof starlings. Somehighlights were2 PalmWarbers, 2 Lapland Longspurs, 21Wilson's
Snipe(a record count), 91Chipping Sparrows (a recordcount), 327SongSparrows (arecord
count), six Pine Siskins,175AmericanPipits (a record count),2,651American Robins, two
Peregrine Falcons, oneeach of Eastern Phoebe, BrownThrasher, Red-breasted Nuthatch,
Wmter Wren and Purple Finch.

Shelbyviile(all points within a 15-mile diametercircle, centerthree-quarters of a mile
south of U.S. 60 and Guist Creek Lake on KY 714.) Habitat elevation 640'-1190', farmland,
fallow land, suburban,woodedand grassland. Jan 3; 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky cloudy all
day. 47® to 60''F; wind S, 15 m.p.h.

Fiveobservers in3 parties. Total party-hours 26 (2 onfoot,24by car). Totalparty-miles
261 (2 on foot, 259 by car).Totalspecies 51; total individuals 7,578.

Observers: Heather Brown. Joan Brown, Todd Brown, W.H. Brown (compiler) and Kathy
King.

Upton (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,centerone-half milesouthof Hilltop
or 5 miles southwest of Millerstown.) Habitat is mixed woodland, river, agriculture, a small
lake and Nolin Reservoir.Dec. 26; 5:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. SIq' clear; temp. 15°to 50°F; wind
SE, 5 m.p.h.

Nine observers in 1 party. Total party-hours 12 (3 on foot, 9 by car). Total party-miles
102 (2 on foot, 100by car). Totalspecies 63; total individuals28,518.

Observers: Bruce Bardin, John Brittain (compiler), Lisa Brittain, Carol Friedman. Dan
Givens, Ron Gouterman. Dan Gosser, Janet Kistler, Steve Kistler.

Hart County (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center comer of Craddock
Road and Geralds Lane.) Habitat rural farmland and wooded areas, including Green River
and 100Acre Pond. Dec.22; 6:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky cloudy;temp. 42''to 59°F; wind
gusty. Mild temperatures.

Nineobservers in 1 party. Total party-hours 11 (8 on foot, 3 by car). Total party-miles
59 (2 on foot, 53 by car,4 by kayak). Total species59; total individuals4,701.

Observers: BonnieAvery, Bruce Bardin, John Brittain, Lisa Brittain, Carol Friedman,
Janet Kistler, Steve Kistler (compiler), Mitchell Sturgeonand Randall Sullivan.

Fourmiles viakayak ontheGreen Riveryielded dozens ofwoodpeckers. A record number
of Yellow-rumped Warblers was observed.

Frankfort (ail points within a 15-niile diameter circle, center38® 14' N by 84°5rW.)
Habitatas described in 1977. Dec. 14; Skycloudy;temp.26''to30°F; windW.O-lOm.p.h.
Periodic snow showers.

Fourteen observers in9parties. Total party-hours 27.5 (12.75 onfoot, 14.75 bycar). Total
party-miles 228.25 (9.25 onfoot, 219by car). Plus3 at feeders for 5 hours. Total species
51; total individuals 3,088.

Observers: MarthaBuckwald,JamesDenyberry,Margaret Derryberry,Jim Durrell, Peggy
Gould (compiler), Ralph Gould, PatHankla, ScottHankla, JeffJones, Robert Laurenson,
Susan Laurenson, Anna Schindler, Gerri Miller, Tom Miller and Tim Williams

Green River Lake (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Green River
Memorial Baptist Church, Taylor County, Kentucky.) Habitat oldfields, agricultural fields
andborders, second growth forest. Green River riparian areas, open water, including Green
RiverLakeandCampbellsville City Lake,aswellas feederwatchers. Dec.18;8:00a.m.to
5:00p.m. Skyovercast; temp. 32° to38°F; wind 0-20m.p.h. Snowed in thea.m. Turned
to rain in the p.m.

Eightobservers in 3 parties. Total party-hours 21 (9.5onfoot, 11.5by car).Total party-
miles 109 (5 on foot, 104by car). Total species79; total individuals 14,102.

Observers: Beth Ciuzio, LloydCurry (compiler), StevenFields, Richie Kessler, Chris
Mason. Mark Monroe, Brainard Palmer-Ball and Laura Patton.
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Otter Creek Park (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center as described in
1972.) Habitat as described in 2001. Dec. 21; 7:45 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. EST. Sky mostly clear;
temp. 25° to 52°F; wind SSW 5-15 m.p.h. Water partly open; partial light snow cover.

Fifteen observers in 6 parties. Total party-hours 37 (17.5 on foot, 19.5 by car). Total
party-miles 234 (12 on foot, 222 by car). Total species 70; total individuals 6,311.

Observers: Kyle Anderson, Maiy Bill Bauer, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Richard Cassell, Amy
Covert, Eddie Huber, Jennifer Huber, Celia Lawrence, Amy Leist, Pat Meyer, Zack Nelson,
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), Mary Walter and Major Walton.

Weather conditions were fairly good for the count, altough a gusty breeze made finding
songbirds a little difficult. The species total (71) was slightly above-average. Most of the
small lakes and ponds were frozen; as a result, nearly all of the waterfowl were observed
on Doe Valley Lake (MWn, AL, ZN). Berry-eating species were present in above-average
numbers; most seemed to be utilizing honeysuckle and poison ivy. Highlights included the
immature Golden Eagle observed along the Ohio River east of Brandenburg (MWn, AL,
ZN), two Short-eared Owls east ofFlaherty (RC, AC, BP) and the count's first Loggerhead
Shrike (northeast of Flaherty) in several years (EH, JH, MWr).

Kleber Wildlife Management Area (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
as described in 1972.) Habitat as described in 1972. Dec. 27; 8:15 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky
clear; temp. 26® to 54°?; wind calm.

Six observers in 3 parties. Total party-hours 21.75 (5.75 on foot, 16 by car). Total party-
miles 180 (5 on foot, 175 by car). Total species 49; total Individuals 2,451.

Observers: Joe Burgess, Mary Carol Cooper, Jim Durell. Peggy Gould (compiler), Ralph
Gould and Tim Towles.

Danville (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Boyle County Courthouse.)
Habitat as described before. Dec. 20; 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. SIq' clear; temp. 18® to 30®F;
wind S, 3-5 m.p.h.

Twenty-six observers in 9 parties. Total party-hours 45.5 (7.5 on foot, 38.0 by car). Total
party-miles 402 (6 on foot, 396 by car). Total species 70; total individuals 8,298.

Observers: Jim Amburgey, Ernie Baird, J.P. Brantley, Jane Brantley, Neil Eklund (com
piler), Virginia Eklund, Martha Foster, Bill Garriott, JoAnn Hamm, Mike Hamm. Tom
Keams, Bill Kemper, Debbie Larkin, Gail Manning, Jack Newton, Amelia Nichols, John
Nichols. Don Pelly, Erin Pelly, Rob Pendygraft, Herb Petitjean, Jami Powell, Ralph Schief-
ferie, Joan Smith. Robbie Stamps. Charles Vahlkamp.

Lexington (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center East Hickman Church on
Tates Creek Road.) Habitat mixed residential and farmland. Dec. 20; 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sky clear; temp. 15® to 30®F; wind 0-5 m.p.h. Water partly frozen. One inch of snow on the
ground.

Twenty-four observers in 9 parties. Total party-hours 112.5 (10.5 by foot, 102 by car).
Total party-miles 421 (6 by foot, 415 by car). One feeder watcher. Total species 75; total
individuals 134,929.

Observers: Ann Bradley, Rhonda Bryant, Rose Canon, Phylis Deal, Chris Demoll, Edward
Demoll, Jonathon Glixson. Margaret Hatch, Kevin Hopper, Mike Kenawell, Allen King-
sland, Bruce Kiyder, David Marques, Daniel Marsh, Scott Marsh, Betty Maxson, Robert
L. Morris (compiler), Kay Neikerk, Rev. David Powers, Lew Shain, Marie Sutton, Dave
Svetich, Jackie Van Willigen, and Jim Williams.
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Burlington (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center near Camp Michaels.)

Habitat as described in 1992. Dec. 27; 6:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky clear to partly cloudy;
temp. 28°to 51°F; windE. 2-8 m.p.h. Most water frozen, Ohio River open.

Eleven observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours 26 (6 on foot, 20 by car). Total party-
miles 147 (5 on foot, 142 by car). Total species 66; total individuals 3,080.

Observers: LindaAltevers, Joe Caminiti, Kathy Caminiti, Elaine Carroll, Grey Cunning
ham, Denis Desjardin, Melissa Desjardin. Lee McNeely (compiler), Gary O'Hair, Gayle
Pille, and Tommy Stephens. Feeder watcher: Lynda McNeely.

The Snow Goose and Greater White-fronted Geese were found at the East Bend Power

Plant. The Sandhill Cranes were seen flying over the Big Bone Lick State Park.
Warsaw (all pointswithina 15-miIediametercircle,center GallatinCountyCourthouse.)

Habitat as described in 1992. Dec. 20; 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky partly cloudy; temp. 17°
to Sl'F; wind NW, 6-10 m.p.h. Most water open.

Six observers in 3 parties. Total party-hours 21.5 (7 on foot, 14.5 by car). Total party-
miles 141 (3 on foot, 138 by car). Total species 67; total individuals 3,504.

Observers: Joe Caminiti,Kathy Caminiti, FrankLewandowski, Lee McNeely (compiler),
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr and Tim Towles.

The Sandhill Cranes were found in three separate flocks.
Falmouth (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center near Caddo, Kentucky.)

Habitat 50% woodland andforest edge, 25% river and lake shoreline, 20% agricultural, and
5% residential. Jan. 1; 7:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky partly sunny during the morning hours,
overcast during the afternoon; temp. 31® to 52®F; wind E, 3-5 m.p.h.

Four observersin 2 parties. Total party-hours 15(4 on foot, 11by car). Totalparty-miles
123 (2 on foot, 121 by car). Total species 50; total individuals 2,005.

Observers; William Held, Ed Groneman, Lee McNeely (compiler) and Tommy Ste
phens.

Limited coverage and an absence of waterfowl contributed to low count numbers.
Richmond (allpointswithina 15-milediametercircle,center0.75milesnorthof intersec

tion of Bobtown Road and the Kingston-Berea Road). Habitat Fencerows and roadsides
(20%), woodland(20%),pastureand open fields (55%),lawns (4%), lakes and ponds(1%).
Dec. 14; 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky overcast; occasional snow showers and sleet; temp.
30°to34°F;windNW, 0-5 m.p.h.

Thirteen observersin 7 parties. Total party-hours32 (17 on foot, 15 by car).Totalparty-
miles 253 (11 on foot, 242 by car). Total species 67; total individuals 3,655.

Observers; Mark Bostrom, Bruce Callahan, Paul Hagar, Jeanne Hibberd, Kyle Powell,
Robin Powell, Nicole Ranalli,Art Ricketts, Tina Ricketts, Gary Ritchison (compiler), Ben
Sutter, Budd Veverka and Mark Vukovich.

We were permitted access to the Blue Grass Army Depot this year.
Wayne County (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at the junc

tion of Hwy. 1275 and Highway 3106) Habitat 5% urban, 20% residential, 15%
lakes, streams and ponds, 25% woodland, 20% pastures, and 15% cultivated. Dec.
17; 6:00 a.m. to 6:15 p.m. Sky partly sunny in the morning, partly cloudy in the af
ternoon; temp. 28°F to SS^F; wind WNW, 10-20 m.p.h. There was 0.5 inches of
snow on the ground at higher elevations and none on the ground at lower elevations.

Two observersin 2 parties. Total party-hours19(5.75on foot, 13.25by car).Totalparty-
miles 202.25 (2.25 on foot. 200 by car). Total species 74; total individuals 22.661.

Observers: Roseanna Denton (compiler) and Stephen Stedman.
Somerset (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,centerat thejunctionof Bypass E89
and Hwy. 39.) Habitat as described in 2002. Jan. 1; 5:50 a.m. to 5:50 p.m. Sky cloudy to
partly cloudy; temp 28°to 60°F; wind SSW. O-IO m.p.h.
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Sixteen observers in 6 parties. Total party-hours 52 (15.75 on foot, 36.25 by car.), Total

party-miles 346.5 (9 on foot, 337.5 by car). Total species 82; total individuals 177,099.
Observers; Judy Brant, Jean Brickell, Rhonda Bryant, Granville Cox, Roseanna Denton

(compiler), Steve Denton, Kimberly Feltner, Gay Hodges, Scott Marsh, Lynda Mills, Tom
Mills,Arlene Morton, Connie Neeley, Wendell Neeley, Stephen Stedman and MargaretYork.
Feeder watchers: Irene Broyles, Julie Denton, Grace Floyd, Evelyn Garrett, Susan Hoffman,
Eileen Hurst, Mary Moss Cathy Rogers, Clarence Spears, Creston Vaught and Jim York.

Two ducks were observed in flight after they were flushed by a boat. Their profile sug
gested a sea duck. When they landed, they appeared light-brownish colored. Their bills
were stubby. Their heads were knobby with a dark crown and a whitish cheek. Their napes
and lower necks were also dark. These ducks were identified as Long-tailed Ducks, one of
which has been on a pond in the city the last week or so, giving me recent experience with
the species (SJS).

FIELD NOTES

NESTING GADWAIX AND RUDDY DUCK IN UNION COUNTY

For approximately two years, the author has been conducting waterbird surveys at sev
eral impoundments on the Peabody Coal Company's Camp #11 Mine in Union County,
which is located approximately six miles east-southeast of Morganfield. This facility
has four separate impoimdments varying in size from about 20 to more than 50 acres in
size. Three of these impoundments were constructed for the deposition of coal slurry (a
waste product from the cleaning of coal). These slurry impoundments have now been
reclaimed by establishing native prairie grasses on the upland portions, and by controlling
the water level in the inundated lower portions. The fourth impoundment was built as a
fresh water supply lake and now serves as a final settling lake for the slurry impound
ments. Surrounding theopen waterportions of most of theseimpoundments are extensive patch
es of reeds (Phragmitescoimmuiis) and other wedand plants includingcattails {Typhaspp.).Wa
ter depth may reach 8-lOfeet at some times of the year, but many marginal areas are shallower.

During the spring of 2003, a male Gadwall {Anas strepera) was observed repeatedly at
one of the Camp #11 impoundments into early June. During a survey on 18 June 2003,
a female Gadwall was observed brooding two small ducklings along an open shoreline.
The ducklings were overall a lighter, more bufly color than about a dozen young Mal
lards {Anas platyrhynchos) that were nearby, and they associated with the female con
tinuously. On 20 June 2003, the male Gadwall was noted associating closely with the
female and the two ducklings, indicating that this was likely a breeding pair. The female
and ducklings were photographed on the latter date (Figs. 1 and 2). The male Gadwall
was not seen again, but the female and two young remained through at least I August,
when the young were the same size as their mother and could also now easily be iden
tified as Gadwall.

Also present at the Camp #11 impoundments during May and early June were up to
six Ruddy Ducks {Oxyura dominica). Most of the birds were males, but at least one
and probably two females were also seen on some occasions through 15 July. On a few
occasions in May and early June, males were observed performing their unique, chest-
pounding courtsliip displays to one another and females. On 17 July 2003, a female was
found attending four downy ducklings as they dabbled on the surface of the shallow
water for duckweed. Despite their downy plumage and small size (they were about 1/4
to 1/3 grown), the young were immediately identifiable by their facial pattern, dark color-
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Figure 1&2 Female Gadwall with young.

observed againand photographed as they dabbled and dove in shallow water (Figs. 3 and
4). On 22July2003,onlyone duckling was observed withthe female anda remaining

Figure 3. Female Ruddy Duck with young.

-isv

Figure 4. Ruddy Duck with young.
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ation, bill shape and stiff, upturned tail feathers. The following day, the family group
wasmale, but the birds were working a part of the impoundment that was difficult to
see and more young may have been present. On 1 August, only a male Ruddy Duck
was seen, and on subsequent August and September visits, no Ruddys were seen at all.
Given their absence on subsequent visits, it is unknown if the young were raised suc
cessfully.

This represents the first reported nesting of both Gadwall and Ruddy Duck in Ken
tucky. Both species have been observed in the state during the summer months, but
prior evidence of nesting has not been substantive. Ruddy Ducks seem to have increased
as a late spring migrant or lingerer in recent years; although these birds have been as
sumed to be non-breeders, the observation of courtship displays by males at Camp #11
in early June 2002 may have been indicative of attempts to nest there the previous year.
The normal nesting range for both Gadwall and Ruddy Duck does not extend south to
the vicinity of Kentucky east of the Mississippi River, but it does reach south to a com
parable latitude in the Great Plains. There are no nesting records for either species in Tennes
see (Robinson 1990; Nicholson 1997), but Ruddy Ducks have nested on at least one occasion
in northwest Indiana in the mid-1950s (Castrale et al 1998; K. Brock, pers. comm.). Both
species have nested occasionally in northern Illinois (Bohlen 1989) and Ruddy Duck also has
been reported nesting in southern Illinois on two occasions, in Jackson andAlexander counties
(Bohlen 1989). In Ohio, both species are considered rare nesters along western Lake Erie
(Dister et al. 2002), although Ruddy Duck has nested a few times farther south, including a
report from Hamilton County (Cincinnati area) in the early 1970s (Peterjohn and Rice 1991).

It was interesting to note the gradual disappearance of first adult males, then fe
males and young, of all of these ducks over the course of the summer. This dispersal
from actual breeding grounds may be responsible for a number of mid- to late summer
observations of otherwise rare and non-breeding species of waterfowl that have accum
ulated across the state over the years. It is unknown how far such individuals may disperse,
but it certainly may involve great distances.

I wish to thank the Peabody Coal Company for allowing me to conduct surveys of water-
birds at the Camp #11 Mine, and a special thank you is extended to Charles Lilly, environ
mental scientist for the facility.—BRAINARD FALMER-BALL, JR., Ky. State Nature Pre
serves Commission, 801 Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40601 (brainard.palmer-
ball@ mail.state.ky.us).
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Late Singing Winter Wren in Whitley County

On 13 May 1997 I heard a singingWinterWren {Troglodytes iwglodyles) at a site lo
cated about 100 m from the bridge overBark Camp Creek in the Daniel Boone National
Forest in extreme northwestern WhitleyCounty,Kentucky. Daniel C. Doursonsimultane
ously and independently identified thesong of this wren. About a dozen other observers,
including Barbara H. Stedman, Lynda M. (Perry) Mills, and Kathryn M. Huie, also heard
thewren singmultiple versions of its high-pitched, fairly longbreeding vocalization. The
habitat in which the wren sang was a hillside of mixed forest with a fairly thick under-
story composed mainly ofmountain laurel {Kalnua lati/olia). The date ofthis observation
supersedes the late spring departure date (8 May) for Winter Wren in Kentucky listed by
Palmer-Ball (2003) and, in the absence of later records, represents, at least temporarily,
the new late spring departure date for the Commonwealth. Due to an oversight, this re
cord was not submitted for inclusion in the bird report for this season (Busroe 1997).
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NEWS AND VIEWS

Kentucky Bird Records Committee

Rare bird sightings and birds observed outofseason should bewell documented
and the documentation should be sent to Lee McNeely, Secretary of the KBRC,
P.O. Box 463, Burlington, Kentucky 41005, for consideration by the committee
for official state record status.

K.O.S. Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Grant Fund

The K.O.S. Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Grant Fund supportsresearch
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on birds in Kentucky up to S500. For guidelines on how to apply, please contact Blaine
Ferrell, Ogden College of Science and Engineering Dean's Office, Western Kentucky Uni
versity, Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101 (blaine.ferrell@wku.edu).

Kentucky Rare Bird Alert Hotline

The Kentucky Rare Bird Alert Hotline is (502)-326-0878. Please report any unusual
sightings in order to provide others with the opportunity to see rare birds.

Visit the K.O.S. Website

To learn about the Kentucky Ornithological Society and interesting happenings, visit the
K.O.S. Website, www.biology.eku.edu/kos.htm, maintained by webmaster Gary Ritclii-
son.

The Kentucky Ornithological Society Spring 2004 Meeting

The spring meeting of the K.O.S. will be held at Kentucky Dam Village State Resort
Park from April 23 to the 25th. More details will appear in the Newsletter.
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