Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®

Folklife Archives Oral Histories Folklife Archives

9-22-1983

Interview with Bonnie G. (Cole) Willis (FA 17)

Manuscripts & Folklife Archives
Western Kentucky University, mssfa@wku.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist

6‘ Part of the Folklore Commons

Recommended Citation

Folklife Archives, Manuscripts &, "Interview with Bonnie G. (Cole) Willis (FA 17)" (1983). Folklife Archives
Oral Histories. Paper 333.

https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dIsc_fa_oral_hist/333

This Transcription is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Folklife Archives Oral Histories by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please
contact topscholar@wku.edu.


https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_fa_oral_hist?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_fa_oral_hist%2F333&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/321?utm_source=digitalcommons.wku.edu%2Fdlsc_fa_oral_hist%2F333&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

»Interv%ewér's tape no.: 83.1.1-83.1.2 " WKU FL, FL & OHA Accession po.:
Interviewer: J. Sharli Powell . Address: 137 Aspen, Hereford Texas 79045
Interviewee: Bonnie G. Willis _: - , Address R1chardsv111e KY

Place of interview:livihgroom, Willis home ,;N—Date=22 September 1983

Other people present: .

Equipment used: Panasonic Cassette Recorder, model RX 1810 -

Reel—to—reel‘tgpe: Brand: - Size reel: Tébe Mil: Speed:
‘Cassette: Brand: Memorex - '0-300—90/0—120 (circle size)

Amount. of tape used: ﬁSide 1)

(Side 2): - _
~ two tapes; 83.1.1.1 Tilled, 83.1.2 has 20 minutes on side A.

EriefAdescriptlon of interview context and tape contents:

Mrs. Willis discusses her life and quilting as a-part of that

1life. Topics discussed include biographical information, learning

to-make quilts from her mother and at'qu11t1ng bees, the materials
used in quilts and the processes involved-in making three kinds

of quilts: string quilts, quilts pieced by pattern,_and appliqued
quilts. She also discusses tobacco farming.
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Okéy, good morning again; This is September 22, 1983. 1 am out in Richardsville,
Kentucky in the hoﬁe of Mrs. Bonnie willis: We're going to be talking today about
her background and about the quilts she makes. Mrs. Willis, I've toid you -
about putting this in the archives at Western Kentucky University. Is thaf

okay with you?

Fine.

Okay, Mrs. willis, I'm going to ask you some real easy questions to start out.

I would like to know the proper spelling of your name so thaf I can be sure I

have it in my records right.

B-0-N-N-I-E G. Willis, W-I-L-L-I-S.

And what was your maiden name?

Cole.

Cold?
C-0-L-E. | o ‘

THrern 2 ',9—/{\
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Do.you mind.telling me when you were born?

(laughing) April 29, 1914.

Qkéy@ and where was that?

ih-wérrenSCounty.-

Was fhét in this area, or- was

No;iit was- across the river from here, now.

What was the name of that called there?

Weil,'it,QQS'Guy, kéntUcky.

And what is it called now?

Well, there was a post office there at that time, Guy, Kentucky. And i went
tonschool at Roland'Springs. The just still call it Guy.

Okay, so when did you move over here? | |

Well T couldn't teii'you‘exactly. It was before we mérried and we were married
in 1939¢

Where did your husband grow up?

Here,‘ih Riverside. .

So‘you finished school-éver there in Roland Springs?

Richardsville.

0Oh, you finished over here. How old were you when you got married?

24,

Okay. Have you ever worked outside the home?

' No.

what'steen:}dur family'occupétion?'
»Farming.

Okay;"Do'you have any children?
One.

How old is-your child?

42, 1 guess. No, he was born in '42.

.Okay, so he must be a son. And grandchildren.
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Five..

Five grandchildren. Okay, and how old are they?

Well, two of them are sixﬁeen, almost sixteen. Two are, one

of them just turned twenty, and the other one is eighteen. Now

these are:two families, understand. And we have one four.

- Are these boys, girls?

Two, three boys, and two girls.
Okay, and your parents, what were your parents occupations?

Farming.

Where did they come from?

They were, oh, originally, I think my daddy's people came from
Virginia. IIkbelieve, I don't know for éure, now.

What about your mother's side?

Tﬁey were born in Warren County.

Did your mother make quilts?

She sure did. She had to.

She had to? ,

'Well, what 1 mean, it was;jﬁst economical. We had to do things

~like that. You know you just needed to do things like that.

So, did she make, what kind of quilts did she make?

Well, actually then'fhere,werg,just mostly string quilts. 'Cause

we had to use what she had, you know.

SQ,_What;were these‘made out of?

Oh, just patterns of, pieces of material from things that she'd
sewed for us.

Okay, so like your clothes. Did you, so you watched her do this
When you were growing up?

Yes.
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Did you ever helb her do that?

Oh, yes. _
About ‘how old were you when you started helping her do this?
Well, I was thirteen when I made my‘ffrst QUilt.

But had you helped her on quilts before that?

Oh, yes. My mother would sit down and'of‘épurse we liked.to
sit down with a.needle and sew with her.

Were your grandparents living when you were growing up?

My grandfathér*was. My grandmother died when, in my early child-

hood days.

Was this on your, uh

Daddys side.

Daddy's side. So he lived right around hefe then;

Yes. | .

What was his occupation?

Farming. 5

Did your grandmother, I know she wasn't Iiving when you were a
child, but did she make quilts? _

Well, I don't knowfabout that, but I would almost say she did
because back then people had to do that, you- know,. in order

to have cover for winter.

Okay. How many brothers and sisters did you have?

Two brothers and two sisters.

Were they older, younger?

I was the third.

Right in the middle. Did any of them make quilts?
All of them did.

Your brothers and your sisters?
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BW: No. Just my sisters, of course.
SP: Okéy. Were they younger or older?
»Bw:. There's a brother and siéter older and one younger.
SP: Boy you're gplit up! Did you ever help a younger sister with
quilting?. |
,VBW: Well, We'd piece quilts together, you know a lot of the time.
“The younger sister didn't take a part in quilts like I didy
though. So we have though, she does now.
"SP: And your other sister?
Bw: Yes, she pieced quilts, too. She'd dead now.
SP& ‘What about other relatives, any of them quiltmakers?
BW: Oh, yes. “
SP: All of them, or
BW: Well, I'd say most of.them.
SP: Are there any in partftuLar that stand out in your mind as being
quiltmakers? | |
BW: Well, I just can't think of,qnybody spécial, Back then, we
just, we quilted. We'd golfrom oné house to the other and quilt.
My mother and them, now were were just children, young folks, I
mean. Now wé would Qo with the older foiks to the quiltings.
We'd maybe meet at one house one day and the next day we'd
go,to our house. And we just quilted in the neighborhood.

SP: So these were just your neighbors, not necessarily family members.

BW: That's right.
SP: About how often.did you do this?
Bw: Back then, almost once a week.
SP: O0h, really?

"BW: "Now, what I mean by that, we'd go to, maybe go to our house one
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one day, then we'd go to somebody else's house maybe the next
week. -

So, can you sort of tell me what 6ne of those days was like
if»ybu’wénf to.somebody's house? '

Oh, we just had a lot of fun. You see, most of them were oider .
than we ﬁere; Theke was three or four of us younger people that
went too,v:And it was real fun because we uh, we had our dinner and
well, the one that had the quilt in made dinner for everybody.
Course, we all tried to quilt the best that we could and especidlly
us young folks tried to do as good as the older folks!' quiltingf
And that'é how I got started qdilting.

About how -old were you when

Well, this was after I got older airight. This was on up when

I was seventeen. SiXtéen; seventeen, something like that.

Did you ever go to quilting bees before that just as a child and

not participate in the quilting?

Oh yes, yes. See then, back when my mother was quilting she

had frames that huhg from the top of the house, you see, and the
wholé\quilt would be out. See, you could quilt all around these
quilts. And many, there jdst could be several people quilting
at the samggtime{

About how many people would you have.quilting?

Say eight, maybe ényway. Most of the time be that many.

.And what:did the children that weren't taking part in the

qUilting do while the mothers were quilting?

.Piay, just played.
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Played, and you didn't get into anything you weren't supposed

to or anything?

(laughing) I suppose so, most of them do.

What do people talk about when they're quilting? What kind

of subjects come up? |

Well, I don't know that I can remember what subjects. Everybbdy
always talked about their neighbor. What Iiméan if they had
sickness or‘things like that. They were concerned about eéch
other. Everybody, we grew up in a neighborhood that was concerned
about each other. And, you know, there was sickness in the nejgh—
borhood, that was the conversation. Just things like that.

Where'd you get thé patterns for your quilts? |

As I say, most of them weren't just patterns. A lot of the

time we would just-cut a pattern about six inches square out of

a paper and you'd just start your strip on a piece of paper andﬁ
you'd fill out that paper. 'And theh you}d cut around the pattérn
of your paper and sew that together,‘ Then after you'd sewed it
together, you got to pull off all that paper, you see, and throw

it away. We didn't have a lot of patterns then, now these patterns}
have come up a iot‘of;them since then. A lot of them were pieced
in little blocks just say, maybe it's two or three inches, soméfhing
like that.

On the paper?

No, not, it wouldn't be on the paper.

Oh, okay, let's go back a bit to making those on the paper.
So you sewed directly to the paper instead of sewing one piece

of cloth to another?
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YouLd just put your material down here like this on this piece

of paper,.maybe put across in the middle here. Then you'd sew
this one and turn it back over this corner. And the same way

on this side. Then you'd cut out to fit your paper. Press them,
then cut them out to fit your paper.. And that-would just be

what we called a string quilt.

Okay, then maybe I'll get you at some point to show me how to do

that so that .I can take pictures. Because I think that that's

going to be a hard one for us to get on tape of how we're going

to explain how to do that. But I really want you to tell me,
because I don't think people do that very much anymore.

Well, I don't think they do either. Course now, as I say, they
have a lot of patterns and everybody shares their patterns. If

we gef a pattern for a new quilt, each, anybody's that's interested
in it, we share this patterh.

Did you ever get any magaziﬁes back then that had patterns in fhem?
Well, I guess we did,'but as I say, we had to use what we had.

We didn!t buy materials for a quilt then, you see. I mean this is
back in my early days. |

Yeah, I was just wondering. I know there were some floating -
around and I wondered how many people really used them.

Yeah, well, of course, I'm sure we had patterns, all right. Now
the first onezthat I pieced was on this paper. And now we set

it together with a little pihk print or a percale or something

like that. And you can do that with those pieced on the paper

like that.

What did you use for the backing to the quilts?
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(laughs)vA‘lot of times we used sugar sacks and feedsacks and things

like thaf. Back then, I'm talking about back in our earlier days,

ﬁOw).when.my mother quilted.

yeah, whét, when you got those sugar sacks and feed bags, were

théy just -plain domestic or were they

-Sbmétimeéthej%f have writing on them and we'd have to soak them

in water and you know, maybe Clorox and;, well, it'd take a long
timenéetting all this_print out o% them. Sometimes they'd .be
moStly*plain. We bought sugar in 100 lb.:.sacks back then.

About hQQ‘bié is a 100 lbl bag? _How: much fabric do‘you get out
of it? )

Well, it'd be about a yard square,-maybe a little bit over._'
So, for the back of the quilt, you'd have to use several.

Uh; mostl&, T believe we'used four, maybe five. You'd have to
put a haif on each end tolmake it.

What did you put inside?

~Cotton.

Bought batting or

A batting, yes; but it-wasn't'polyester like we have now. I'm
stili talking about- back then. |

Right. I'm still B

‘Well, and a lot of times it would have little fleeces in this

.‘cotton. It wasn't white cotton like it is now. Anyway, it'd

maybe make it hard to quilt through sometimes when you'd use that.

‘What are you calling a fleece?

Well, I'd say maybe just theilittle pieces of the cotton, you know,
where they've made the cotton, real cotton, you know what I'm

talking about?

2”9




T

=4

=

SP:
BW:
_SP:
BW:
SP:
BW:
SP:

. BW:

SP:
BW:

-SP:

BW:
SP:

BW:

SP:

83.1.1a.10 197 i | a-1e

So were they hard?

Yeah, hard.

Matted? And so this was the kind of cotton that you went out

énd bought?

Yeah. -Now my mother has made cotton. You know, carded it or what=
ever you call it.

Do you know how she did that?

.Yes,‘I know how, but T couldn't do it.

Can you tell me approximately how she did that?

She would just do it in little pieces of course, which would have
to be patched up in the quilt.

Like about a foot square or something?

Yeah, I'd say, or some of‘them would be bigger. It would be
like the cards you have. I don't remember what size they were.
So they're like, the cards, what you'ré calling the cards are
the things with the little needles? |

That's right. -

Did she gdlout and buy those cards or were they something that
she could make? |

No, they had to, I'm sure they were bought, but they were bought
back before I can remember. They.were there atihome. And she
didn't do this all the time beéause she could buy the cotton.
It'would be a big roll of cotton, you know, but it would still
have these little pieces in it sometimes. It was hard to quilt.

And it wasn't white, T mean it was a, well, it just wasn't

‘white.
“‘Like the unbleached domestic.color or something like that?
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"Yes, that's what I'm talking about.

So_new you said you use something else.

We use polyester now.
Why did people switch to that?

Well, it's easier to quilt and then, now people make more

fancy quilts and it's a cotton that will kindjpfapuff up when
‘you quilt with it, makes your quilt kind of puff:up. And now

you kind of like for them to do that. Then they were just
made for warmth.

When do you think people started making quilts less for warmth

than for show or fancier or whatever?

Well, I guess, really.I don't know. Before I marhied, now people
had begun to make patterns because we began to‘share our patterns
then. And. I made'thié little square quilt upvthere, the stamp
QUilt, before 1 marrieq. "But now I made those ifrom, people would
bring me in [their”scrapsﬂ'afterutheyghad*cut_their patterns

oaf of it; you know, and‘thefewjvjust be Iittlehfiny pieces

they'd bring forlfhat. » | | | |

Dp you have any reasons why people switched fO"making fancier
qu11ts7 ‘ | |

Well, I think they made them as [ say, they made them then for

warmth and somethlng they had to have. AS a necessity. Now

- they make them for show maybe more. And you know, just, really

I don't khow, just for show mostly, I guess you'd say. And a lot
of people sell quilts.

Dd-yeu sell your quilts?

“Yes.
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Do you make them Specifically to sell?

No.

How - come you make them then?

(laughing) Well, T just love to. That's my hobby. That's

"just my hobby and it has been ever since I was a child.

About how many quilts do you make in a year?-:

Well, my trouble is that I start too many.:(laughs) Don't finish

them up. I'd say, well, since Christmas I've made two quilts.
I've got one of them set together and I haven't set the other
together. But I qUiited three this winter that I had already
pieced, you see. '

Okay, you were telling me before I turned this on that you just

‘tied up some quilts you made out of a different fabric.
‘Well, I had made, a lady gave me a great big sack of double
'knitimaterial. So I just sat down and made me twelverlittle

throw quilts. The children like to .have them for watching tele-

visiony you know, or throwing across the couch. So-1 have:.made

twelve tops. So‘thié week. I have tacked four of those tops.

Ahd they're made out of this polyester. -Just scraps of that,

too.

I'm curious about how you're telling me about making quilts

‘and that you really seemed to seperate the two. You know,

you told me about your fancy quilts buf you never told me
about these. |

Well, they were moétly now, they were mostly juét like mama
gsedlto méke, only string quilts, you know.

And those are more?
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weil, they’re just older quilts. And all of our old quilts. Now
wé“ll buy material a lot of the time to make, say, our patterns
thaﬁ we want. I have a Heritage quilt that we, in Homemakers

Qe had a pattern for a Heritage quilt. 1I'll show it to you

after awhile. It has, well, it just has a lot of the old

‘batterns in it.

Can you tell me a little bit about what Homemakers is?
Well, it's just a place where we study. . We've had a lot of art
in Homemakers. And quiltmaking, we have lots of lessons on quilt-

making.

:”is this a Club?

A club, yes.

Is it a local club?

Yes.. |

About how many people are involved in it?

Well, I'd_say about'twenty members belong to the Richardsville

club, Coursevtheré's clubs all over Warren County. Different

_clubs.

Do, you said you had quiltmaking lessons, who teaches those

" lessons?

BW:

SP:
BW:

Welget them over at the extension office and then we bring them

'chk to the club. We have to go to the extension office and -

get the lessons. And then, say two will have to give the lesson

>thenkdown here to the rest.

Is this a written thing?

Part of it will be on paper, but we have.to,tellywhat she tells

-uSs, you know.
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Oh, T see. So a couple df ybu will go and she will explain
everything to you and then you come back and tell the others?
That's right. And demonstrate.

That's interesting. What kinds of things do you learn through
that?

"Well,'we'verlearned_quite a bit through Homemakers, now.

Of course, we did decopaging and, well 1 can't,. Needlepoint.
And we'verhad lots of lessons on different things. 1It's not
all quilting, understand. Quilting's just a lesson, maybe one

lesson out of a year or something like that.

0h, I see. Okay, do you want to start telling me how to make

a quilt? ‘
Well, if I was going to start, I would start out with a pattern,
a needle, thread; scissors, and the material.

Okay;'if we start out then, if you can tell me what kinds of each

of those things you would use. What kind of scissors would

you have?

Well, you WaﬁtAgood sharp séissors.. And your pattern. To make
a'hattern where it will hold on your material, if you will put
sandbaper on the back of your, on one side of your pattern.

When you put the sandpaper déWh‘on your material, it won't

slip when ydu want to cut out your pattern. Then you cut so many

blocks. You have to know'whether you're going to set this quilt

together with something, one Way or the other. Say if you were 3

piecing'ifgin“blocks, whether you're going to block it

together with a solid block of material, or if you're going to
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strip it together say, with a two inch strip around this block.

You'd have to know which you were going to do. And then you'd

piécé'so many blocks,;ever how many that it takes to fit your
bed; and then you strip it together, block-it together, .or sew
these pieées together, either way.you want to do it.

If i-jUSt picked'a.pattern, how would I know how many pieces 1
would need to make? |

A lot of the pattérns have, if you buy a pattern, a lot of them
telI‘you exactly how many pieces to cut of each kind of materiél.

Say, if you hadzthree colors to cut.

> What if I didn't buy a péttern, what if somébody just gave me,

 <you_know,[and said,] "These are the pieces, put it together;"

How would you go~abou£ figuring that out?
When you had pieced maybe two blogks,’you could just lay them
on your bed and.go up thfoqgh‘thére to see. Lay both of them

down and then just turn the other one over. And go on up your

.bed.to see how large you have to have for your bed.

éd_ahead andAteil me moré.

weli.then, I guess the next thihg‘after you.get it set together,

.the you're going to have to have your cbtton and your lining.

Now=we used to buy lining, but lining is hard to get now. And

real expensive. And you can buy a sheet, a percale sheet.

" Now, some sheets are too thick to quilt through, because you've

got?tb puil your needle, the knot of your thread through between

. your cottohg'yodr_qﬁilt, you see. You don't want to leave your

‘knots on the bottom. And sometimes we just buy sheets now.

And the way I do, I lay my, an old sheet on the floor and I
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lay my lining down on this sheet. Then I spread my cotton out

on this lining. Then I put my quilt top on top of that. And
I pin this in my frame then on each side.

So you're laying it down here in the living room floor.

That's right. And'pin it in both frames. Now, my frames

Have a piece of material that I can pin this to, this quilt in
there to, it's tacked onto my frames. Which makes it easy.

Now back in. the days when we first started, they'd tack the quilts

_in the frame. But I sewed me a piece on this frame and then 1

can jdst'pin my quilt on it. Then you roll up one

side .of it. And then you start quilting from the other side and

‘you roll that side under to keep the top and the bottomg~streﬁched

good, you see. One turns up.and the other, under. where you
quilt you've got to turn it under,lyou see.

0kay,:so the back part will be turned up and the front under.

And how do tndse.stay tight?

Well, my fTameS-have“just a little turn thing and when you pu11>?u
them over you lock it in that little round block there. And you
can pull it up, just reai tight. And then on the ends you'll

put a,piece of material to hold it tight around your other frames
and that holds it up.real straight;

Who made your frahe?

We did. |

You-ahd.?’

Just here at home.

Just here at home,-so you,smaybeayou,and:youf husband?

Yes.

216
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[t's interesting. 1[I see so many kinds of frames and they're
all a littlé bit different. they're almost as interesting as
lobking at the quilts. (laughing) So, what kinds of things are
you looking for? You told me that the backing,‘éome sheets

are too thick. If I were to go out to a store foday to look
for a sheet to put on the backing, shat sheet should I get?

A percale.v’

[end of side A]
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Use fhe end of their thimbles to push the needle through. Now
I don't. I just push with the side. Push my needle through .
with the side. And to make my stitches.

Do;you like a thimble that fits you pretty snugly?

Yes}' And I.like the old thimbles. I don't like these plastic
thimbles iike we get now. |

The old metal thimbles?

Uh‘hm. 'They'have déeper holes for your needle. These you

buy now don't have these holes like that, like our old thimbles
did.

SO0 you can really hook

Hook your needle in better. Hold your needle better.
(laughing) Maybe.that's my problem with using a thimblel

What abouf bn the underside of the quilt, when your doing the .:.:
quilting and it comes through on the bottom side, do you use
your other hand?

You just have your other fiﬁger. You can tell.when it touches
your other finger, it's ready to come béck up through.

Ever stick yourself?

Sometimes. (laughs)

You can see I'm a novice quilter! What kinds of materials do
you use for the top now? You said you bought a lot of your stuff
now.

Well, you can't hardly find just cottoh now. Now that's what

we used to use. Just plain cotton material, percales and things

like that. But you can't -hardly find the cotton material now.

Most of it has a little polyester in it, but it's not bad. You

buy mostly solid material, maybe to set one together with.



oA

SP:
Bw;

" Sp:
Bw:
- SP:

BW:

SP:
“BW:

83.1.1b.19 020

You don't,. really, I don't buy a lot of the other way unless

ILﬁ going to make just a quilt maybe out of two or three colors
or something like that. |

Have you oaved up scraps now for years so that you have them all?

Yes, and people know that I quilt and neighbors have brought

me in sacks of material that they would have. A lot of people

don't quilt now.

So, everybody thinks of you and sort of

Yes, they've really been good.

Isn't that nice of .them? And the batting, is there a

particular brand of batting that you tend to stick with? I know

“there's several different kinds.

'.well,'yes,,there's”feally two kinds of this polyester. Now,"~

I like the fluffy kind. Now they do have a kind now which is-
onvthe’mafket. You can't hardly find the fluffy kind now. But
it's more 1n a blanket like.and it doesn't puff up as good

when it! s quilted. |

Can you tell me how to make'appliqued quilts?

Yes, I do that a Iot now. I've made several appliqued

quilts. You put your material, cut your blocks first to the

- size that you want it. And then cut your pattern. Now I

usually take my pencil and real lightly go around where I want

my pattern to go. I have my pattern all ready on this ”,
Then IAlay my material on there and then, we used to do this
on our honds, put it all together. But since later I learned
to do it oo the machine so I do most of mine-by the machine.

But if you were doing it by hand, you've got to turm it down,

a/
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thi; piece you're appliqueing on. But I go to the mabhine,
mosfly fdr a féster way of doing it. And just do the round
with the machine, with this little stitch, little tiny stitch,
you know.

Is it, whaf kind of stitch is that?

I forgot.

Is it a zig zag stitch?

Yeah, zig zag stitch. But you do it real close around-the edge
of it.

That's almdst like a satin stitch?

That's right. |

What kind of stitch did you use when you hand did it?

Just whipped. Just real closely around the edges of. it.

So did that show?

Not as much as-the mdchine did.

So you said that you didn't have:=te turn it under. So you:
just stitch right around the very edge of it?

That's right. And ao it éloée enough that the édge~doesn't

show. But now if.you're whipping'it down, now you've almost

‘got to turn it down, becaUse you can't.. But now they have,

we have, back earlier we didn't think anything, but we didn't

have any machines to do this, and we used an.embroidery stitch.

Can't think of what that stitch was., But anyway you do it

real close together with embroidery thread.

Did you use a matching color of thread?

Sometimes we'd use black, and do altogether black, and some-

times we'd use the color that we'd want. Like the material.

Did you use'a fancy stitch for doing that?

Manueorinte & Fafliife Archives
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No, if Was always the same kind of stitch.

Did you ever make crazy quilts?

Weli} thatfs_what we'd call those that we'd make on these

blocks. They'd juét be crazy quilts. That's what we called them.

Now, I don't know, there may be a crazy quilt pattern now, I don't

. know. _ But when you made these just on the pieces like that,

that's what»wé_célLed crazy quilts.

. So fhis is the string quilts you called crazy quilts?

Uh hm.

So, just out of curiosity, what's your favorite kind of quilt?

Well, I've made nine Ohio Rose patterns. Because, well, I have

'sold several of those. That's the reason of it.

So a lot of peop1e think that's

Well, it was'just a new pattern then aﬁd I sold several of thenm.
But I don't have any, just a pattern that I love any better than

I do anothér; I like'to‘try new patterns. |

You said fhe'Ohio Rose ﬁattern was a new patternf Back when?
Backfwhen*ITfJFSt started“mdking*those; The\Ohio Rose is what I'm
talking about now. Now when I.made‘thoée, and I have made nine

of .those, but I've sold most of them now.

-When was fhat that you started making them?

Weli, I'1l say within-the last ten years.

" What's your current favorite pattern? You said you like to

try new things. What are'you working on now?
Well, I'm making the Grandmother's Basket right now. And it's
made like you're making a Flower Garden, only it has a different

pattern in it.
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Okay, so that one's pieced.

That's pieced. VYou have to do all that on your hands. Now

- some of these others, you see, you could sit down to the machine

and quilt, and piece, I mean.

Abouf how long does it take you to piece'é\Flower Basket?
I'Started at Christmas.

And you've been wofking on it, now,'about

Well, it's already finished and it's beeh finished a month or
moré. And I had some pieces left from that, from that one, and
I'vé made a Pickle Dish and I iny like one block having it
finished up. But I haven't‘got it set~together. But it was
madé from a pattern from my Basket. |

So, you take those pattérns from a lot of these quilts, you
take the same pattern and you adapt them for another quilt.
Yes. | |

And you keep going on like that. So, when you, I'm going to

back up a little bit to when you start cutting out your

'patterns. When you do that, do you cut out your patterns with

a specific quilt in mind?

Yes, yes... ¢

If you were sitting‘down-tofdo that, do you cut out patterns

for the whole quilt at one time?

Yes,'and most of the time,I cut, it I know what I'm doing,
what I'm fixing to make. I usually cut out enough pieces to
make thislquilt before I start piecing them. And then I can
dip down in my box sitting here and I can pick them.up when I

set down to rest anytime.
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Do you ever start making blocks or something for something that

you don't know what it's going to be when you finish it?

(laughter) You know what I'm falking about?

I know what you mean. But I don't. I think most of the time
I'Vé“kind of knowh what I was going -to try to make out of it
anyway. (still léughing)

What abogt quilting? Where do you get your patterns for doing

" the actuai;quilting?

Sometimes it's on the pattern.or on the papef that comes around
the batting.. Sometimes there are. But most of the time, I just,
if I'm doing something kindAof fancy, I just cut it out by my

own notion of whatever I want.

And ‘how do you get this pattern onto the quilt?

-1 put it on with a pencil, very lightly with a pencil. -Because

I.don't like thé'marks to show on my quilt When it's finished.

At what stage,'do;you:sit aown and

: Just kind of as I'm doing it.

This is after it's in the frame?

As I'm quilting, say when I roll this cotton, this =~ . will

- be. After it's in the frame I'11 do this first row that A

I'm going to fix. Because'iican see better, maybe my lines,
because I don't want them to show on my=quilt when I get‘through.
How do you get them, do you make them so you don't have to wash

them out?

-Just real light.

It would just about make you go blind, wouldn't it?

(lapghing) No, you can, after you get used to it, you can
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‘kind of do that alright.
'Maybe‘my eyes just aren't very good.

One thing I didn't tell you about was after you take your quilt

out you've got to bind that quilt. - And you sew your binding
éay,;you éan buy.binding or you can cut it out of material.
Now, what I like.to do is to cut it crossways of the material
or.to the bias of the material. I never like to bind it with

it straight down the material. If my quilt is real straight,

~if you've got a\straight piece on the outside, that.might work

out alright. But if it's pieced up to the edge of your
quilt it's very hard to sew a.straight piece on there without
it puckering come down through there. -And if you'll use the

bias it Won't. It'l1: just stretch out down through there as

.you go. And thén you sew it on the front side, turn it over

to the back and then whip it on. And then your quilt is finished.
A lot of times péOple will put them in their dryer.for just

a few minutes on fluff to fiuff them-up to show the puffing of
your quilts. Now I don't kﬁowiif yod'vé ever heard of. that

or not.

No, fhat's something. So, when you're putting'together a

quilt now, what kinds of materials, what I'm getting at it what
kinds of colors are you-éftef?‘ |

Weli; it all‘depénds on where, if you'ré going to keep the quilt,

where youire going to use it. Sometimes you'll want to fix it

for your own room. And as:I-say, I sell quilts if anybody wants

- them and 1 don]t, if I make them for myself, I try to make them

to use with the color of my room that I'm going to use them in.
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D@ you ever make quilts for your grandchildren?
Ui a0y,
Oh yes, I've got quilts put away for all of them.

‘What kinds of quilts do you make them?

Well, I started this grandson who was just twenty the other
day-before he was born. I made him a dog quilt and a cat quilt.
And of course, I have made him-other qdiits since then. Anyway,
that was before he was born.- And I made my-two little girls

a Colonial Girl pattern for them. One each. And the other

boy, I have set aside for him, too.

What kind of quilts?

A Sunflower, for one.

Is that an appliqued one?

'.No; it's pieced. Sunflower.

‘How do you decide what to make them? Do they pick out patterns

that they like best, or:?

No, I just started quilting these when they were little. Now I
have, for two of theh, my ownlgrahdchildren, see this is two
families of qhildren, And my ownlgrandchildren, I have got
painted quilts. See, we took this painting in Homemakers.

And I've made these pictures for this painting out of coloring

‘books the children had.

What? |

I'1l show you one of those directly.

Yeah, I want you to tell me a little more about how you paint
quilts. Do you, how do you get the pattern on there and

Well? you-just cut out your block just like you would any other.

Say a white block. And then you'd do this painting on it.
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You can almost do it without drawing on top of it. You can

put your picture underneath this and draw lightly your picture.

-And then color it with colors that don't wash out.

Is this a special kind of colors you get?
Yes. We got these from LeeWard. But I can't tell you exactly
what they are. Bur anyway, they are the kind that doesn*t:

wash..out.

Do you order much from the LeeWard catalog?

No, not now. We did then, when werwere making these. I made
them when they were small, too.

So you used to order from LeeWards.

Uh huh.

Are there other places that you used td order from?

‘Not very much. This was just craft material that we ordered

from LééWard.

- (sound of low-flying helicopter)

: Sounds like we're being invaded. Do you. do ofher things?

Oh yes, I've made such as that dog. (pointing to dog made

of white ydrn sitting on top of piano nearby) And cats, I've

made them. I made enough Red Riding Hood dolls to buy a rug

top put on my:=living room floor down at the lower:zplace. Before
we moved up here. That was, it cost about $240 something then.
How many Red Riding Hoods was that?

(lqughing) I don't know how many Red Riding Hoods that was,

but that's how I bought my rug for the living rooh with.

I made dolls and sold them at $10 a doll then. Of course, they're

a lot more now.
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What were they made out of?

Well, it had the Red Riding Hood on one end and the Grandmother
on one side of the other end. And the Wolf on the other side.
There were three sides?

Three, it would be three sides. The Grandmother would have a
cap over her. head and when you took that cap off, it would

be the Wolf's head on that side. -

That -sound's great! So you could tell the whole story.

Yeah. It was just for children, you know. The Red Riding

Hood story. It would be Red Riding Hood and then you'd just
flip her dress, you see, on therother side. And then that's
the Grandmother. And you had a grandmother dress on that

side, with grandmothef material, you. know. And then the

wolf would be on the side..'And when you took her cap off,

she had a little-tied cap on, you know, and then when you took
that off, the Wolf was on the back side of that.

How did you.find out how to make them?

Well, just had a pattern. (laughs)

How did you come by the pattern?

I don't remember now. You know sometimes you gey, as you say,
now. you find them in magazines and things like thatf I don't r=
neaily remember. Seems like I got this from a neighbor, though.
What kind of other things do you do?

Well, I've made the(@%ngaroo with the little kangaroo in the
pouch. And I've maqe the Scotty Dog, and I've made the cats
with the big long tail.

S0, these are almost all things you could sew together?
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That's right. I've sold a lot of them.

Where.do you sell these things?

lJust anywhere somebody'll come in maybé and see them.

So, do you take them out and put them in shops?

I have. I have had some. And I've had quilts on display several
places. '
Where was that?

Well, I had one inm the Arts Center not very long ago. And

then I had, two were sent to Western, you see. Now they bought

those up there, though.

So they're in the collection?

:’They were up there. I don't know if they're still there or not,

but they were in the Western Museum.

Are there people that buyyour quilts other than =

:Well, the last two or three that I've sold have come through

the people have found my name in the library at Bowling Green..

And they've called me and come out to see them from seeing them

. -in that.

SP:
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In therlibrary, where inuthe-libhary?«-r
At Bowling Greén. We had, you know, these books that we had
* fom, well, Dr. Kenneth Clarke and them made a book. And I have

.a book like that. And then I guess these others came from

Archbold. The book she made.
So, just looking at these on quilting, and they see your

name on them and

‘And there's a copy of them, they tell me, in the library.

It's funny to think how far these things stretch. po people

ever take your quilts and show them?
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Yes. I had a lady had one of them on display. She had a log

-:‘cabrn'home and she called and wanted to know it I'd let her
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have one of them to use on the bed during this sale. Course

it wasn't for sale, but she had her log cabin dressed up to

sell. It was an auction. So she borrowed this quilt to use on

~the bed. It was a Colonial Girl quilt.
“So, for her to dress the place up a little bit, make it look
- nice and‘homey?

:'Uh hm.

I'm trying to think here of What we've covered -and whether

Awé've;left'anything I'm trying to get. One of the things I

"wanted to ask you about was the»specific quilts that you made..

Do you have any favorifes?‘

Well, 1 just‘can't think:of really;a-favbrite. I just like

to méke all of them! - I mean if I get sfarted at one, I just
really love it. Now I havé this Heritage Quilt that I don't
hdve(quiited'l'll show you directly. But now, I'm really:fond
of it. Not that'it's that pretty, butiit's, it has the old

different patterns that we used to use when our mothers and

them didzhave patterns. It would be patterns they were using,
you know babk'then.

: S0, a Heritage Quilt. It's sort of talking about heritage?

0ld patterns. ‘
I sge.' It sounds nice. What about that Postage Stamp quilt?

Well, as I told you, it has over 17,000 pieces in it. It's not

- a Iarge quilt; it was made for a half bed. I wish that I had

made it larger, but I didn't. At that-time, I didn't need it
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‘that large. So, it has 545 pieces in one square of it]that I'd

say is a.little bit over a foot wide on the bed. Aren't they?

A Sqﬁare?

Yeah.

I don't believe it would be 18 inches, maybe 16 inches. 1t would
be 545 bieces-in that one block. And I started that one winterr
That was just before I married. And when we, back then when

we would go pléces to stay all night, we would take our quilt
pieces and quilt. Thaf'é what we did for entertainment. Instead

of»a'IOt of things like they do now. If I went somewhere, like

I say, I was older than a lot of people when I married. And

when I'd go and'stay_all night with some of my neighbors that were
married, they would be piecing quilts and I'd take my box of
quilt pieces and we'd, that's the way we got a lot of work done

like that. We quilted together, I mean pieced together as

*well.aquuilted together.

So, where'd you get your fabric?

Well, people (laughs) brought it to me mostly. That's the one

“that evefybody'd bring me their scraps after they'd cut through

them. Now another way that I like to cut through my pieceé,

if I have a box of scraps; I will maybe cut a full bex, four «:f¥f
different'patterns that I can get out of the piece that's left.

I cut the.large ones firét., Then I'll take a smaller pattern
that I can get out of the piece that's left. Then I say,

maybe I've got Eour quilts started from maybe just cutting ‘
through:them. Then when I get through with them I'm through

with my quilt pieces.

'S0 you're Cutting out four at a time?
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‘onn'trhqve four pieces in them. But when I have a piece that's

big enough to cut one of these four patterns that I've got, I will

. cut it out. Then I just get rid of that, because I don't need
. to use anymore of that, I mean.
50, about how big-were the squares on the Postage Stamp? Not

~the squares, but the pieces.

Well, I'd say the're not an inch, are they?

: Well, they're not an inch when they come out.

I don't know, it wouldn't be, I don{% believe it would be hardly

an inch. The block, I don't believe would be hardly an inch

square.. I don't know for sure.

I think that was made'ih a day when stamps were smaller than
they are today! (iaqghtér)' |
That's right. Yeah; that's right.

You're talking about postage stamps, you're talking about 3¢
stamps.

I would say about, hardly an inch square.

~So people could pass you on.real small pieces.

Yeah, that's right. Aftef they had cut through theirs, as I'

say, like I did. -Well, they'd have all those little scraps that

I would cut through.

.So this is the winter of 19397

Uh, it would be about '38. I married in January of '39.

So that was right to the end of the depression.

Yes it was.
So you'd want to use up just about everything.

We used everything.
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Can‘yoU'tell me a little bit about what that was like at that
time? While you were making this quilt?

well;tit‘was just a time when people had to use what they had.
Instead of going .out and buying something. Like as I say, that
a lot ofﬁpeople,doanow;iwhith=I do-myself. I buy more material
than' I uSed to. But, I don't buy a big lot of it. But we just
coﬁldn't do that then. We had to live. Just a hard time -for

everybody.

;So, do you think that in this particular quilt there was, that

that might have been reflected in what the materials were?
You mean whatfkind»of maferials? It was all print of course.
Course,_this polyester wasn't heard of then. All that kind
6f stuff; And now I quilted this quilt the first year after

our marriage. And it was 13, it took 13 spools of thread to

quilt that quilt.

‘Oh, my goodness.

And I put all thi$ down on paper back, you know, when I was

putting it tbgethér and everything, so I could remember that.

That we used 13. And we had a quilting to do that. And older
people came and helped me quilt.  (Phone is ringing in the

background, interview is interrupted.)

[end of tape 83.1.1 side B]
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“[long sp&@e at beginning of tape]
SP: So,»whatévér possessed you to make a quilt with 17,000 pieces?
" BW: Well, I told you I didn't marry as young as a lot of these other
o girlsrdid, and I had to have something to.do. We would sit.up
at_night. And as I séy, when I'd go visit some of my neighbors,
vwe'd‘take'our quilts and work on them ltkg that. And-I was living
af hpmevWith my mother. My daddy had died and I was living
there'With her, and she'd piece quilts and she.had quilts of
ﬁer own and we'd just quilt together, you know, at night.
«:Or-anytime we'd get time to.
_SPE What were you doing the .rest of the time. so thattyou didn't
:have,time'to do this? what.keptfyou'busy?
i BW: (1éughs)_ Well, just regular routine. -Work. . Just washing and
}ironing ahd gardgning and, you know,'things like that. Stripping
tdbacco. We rdised tobacco. We worked with tobacco, hoeing
and stripping. ©
SP: How much land did'you have in tobacco?
BW: Oh,'maybe:threé:acres; AOrvsdmething like that at that time.
SPf I doh't»know anything about growing tobacco. Will you tell
'.mera little about it?
"BW: (Iaughing) I wouldn't know hardly what to tell youf -Course
'ﬂypuxhaye to do your plant bed first. Sow .your seed.u Burn
youf'piant bed, then we did. Now they chemical the plant beds.
But they would burn them, maybe with logs or piling a bunch
Of:treetops and fhings' like that together,. yéu know and burn
. that. And maybe, if they used logs, they'd have to go back
there in a litt1é~whi1e and roll those logs . to burn all the

land, all the ‘ground under this plant bed. Sow your seed.
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And:then it would have to be covered with canvas:. And then
the plants began to grow then. About the time you think you'll
set it out, well, you take this canvas off. Then you pull your
(phone rings-pause for phone call.) |
I'll quiek go ahead and tell you about tobaccof

Yeah, why.don’t: you finish:.tellingime:about tobacco?

'Well, then yoU_have to transplant this tobacco, then in the

fields. And then, maybe it grows. There's a lot of things

have to be dohe with it, such as spraying and then it's got

to be topped. And you know they use a lot of chemicals to

}keeg' you from having to do a lot of work on it. And then

itls,cuf,iput:innthe;barn aﬁd dried out. Then we'd have to
strip them. The tobacto.

So, you were talking:abdut you and your mother, did you have

any help'doingfthis?

Yes, of course all of us would, you kndw, gang up together méybe

~ the family and strip tobacco together. Sometimes it'd be so

pold we'd have to have a fire. Sometimes we. wouldn't have any

fire and we'd nearly freeze to death!

What time of year do you do that? _

In the fall, realiy in the wintertime. We usually tried to get
through before Christmas if we could. Had to have a season

for tobacco to come in season.

When do you plant this?

Well,'tobacéo is almost a thirteen month crop. You see, you
have to start, say well, usually we used to start in Januqry,
February. If we had to burn the bed. But as. I say, now they
chemical so many of them, they don't have to staft that éarly.

By sometime in March, ihey»sow the seed.
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SP:{Whatfs Burning supposed to do?
.BW: Kills the weeds and things that come up in the tobacco field,
and everything;
SP: So one of the reasons that you would start with a bed like this,
is that you just got the plants out of the other one?
Bw:fWEll; they;d have to be started to be planted, re-set you know.
| They, well.they just won't grow hardly. You couldn't just set
thém out, plahtja tobacco field would be so big you couldn't
just piant it in the field, you see.
‘SP: How big.is‘a tobacpo seed? |
'Bw:.(laughs) Oh, you Eﬁn barely see'it! You can barely see it.
They'ré real little. Smaller than a turnip seed, if you know
what that is. |
- SP: That's_small. ’
BW: Say ydu take a spobnful, I think they say,7heard Joe say a
- spoonful to a hundred yards a leveled 6ff spoonful for a
hundred yards of bed, you know. |
SP: So how much tobaéco séed would you buy, how much tobacco seed
would you use? o o
BW: It'd just depend.on how mahy beds you're going to. fix. It
COmes in packages.of say, -won't have very much over a
- spoonful. Whén you buy the:package which has the seed.
SP: I've been a farm_kid all my life, but I've never been around
“tobacco! (laughs)
- BW: ¥ou'Ve been lucky! (laughing)
o SP: 1 grew up around cotton, that's what grew up with. Cotton

and corn,and wheat.

A

\



S N a-
83.1.2a.36 O%%

A\

BW: O0h, I just remember one time that my mother had just a little
bit of cotton in the garden. And that's when I remember my
-mother showing us how to card this.

.SP: -1 want to'thank you for taking the time to talk with me.
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