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POST-RELEASE MOVEMENTS, BEHAVIOR, AND SURVIVAL OF
CAPTIVE-RAISED BARN OWLS IN CENTRAL KENTUCKY
Jer-Chung Chien and Gary Ritchison
Reintroduction programs where captive-bred individuals are released into the wild
have been used in an attempt to increase declining populations of several species of birds.
Scott and Carpenter (1987) suggested that reintroduction programs provide several potential
benefits for small populations, such as increasing the number of animals, increasing genetic
diversity, reducing inbreeding depression, and establishing new populations. However,
reintroduction programs also can have negative impacts, including the introduction of diseases and parasites and potential genetic changes (Long 1981). Despite these potential
impacts, reintroduction programs have been successful for several species of birds, including Peregrine Falcons (Falco peregrinus), Masked Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus ridgwayi), and Puerto Rican Parrots (Amazona vittata) (Scott and Carpenter 1987).
In North America, evidence suggests that populations of Barn Owls (Tyto alba) have
declined in recent years (Colvin et al. 1984, Marti et al. 2005). Factors thought to be contributing to this decline include the loss of suitable habitat due to the development of
agricultural areas, reduced availability of suitable nest sites, secondary poisoning from
pesticides, and predation by Great Horned Owls (Bubo virginianus; Colvin et al. 1984,
Knight and Jackson 1984, Colvin 1985, Marti 1997). Increased mortality due to collisions
with vehicles and severe winter weather also may be factors (Marti 1997, Fajardo 2001,
Marti et al. 2005). The status of the Barn Owl population in Kentucky is poorly known, but
they ‘are certainly not among the state’s most numerous raptors’ (Palmer-Ball 1996). One
possible means of increasing Barn Owl populations in Kentucky, and perhaps elsewhere, is
to release captive-bred individuals.
Captive-bred Barn Owls have been released at several locations and results of those
release programs have varied. In Iowa, Ehresman et al. (1988) found that, after release,
captive-raised Barn Owls suffered high mortality rates due to predation and suggested that
their reintroduction program did not significantly increase the number of Barn Owls. In the
United Kingdom, Barn Owl populations increased during a 21-year period when captiveraised birds were released, but the extent to which that increase was due to the release of
captive-raised birds or other factors was unclear (Meek et al. 2003). In Spain, Fajardo et al.
(2000) found that captive-raised Barn Owls were more likely to die of starvation after
release than were wild birds, but captive-raised owls given experience at capturing live prey
prior to release had higher survival rates.
Given the uncertainty concerning the possible role of captive-release programs in increasing Barn Owl populations (Meek et al. 2003) and the possibility that, if provided with
opportunities to capture live prey prior to release, survival rates of captive-raised owls may
improve (Fajardo et al. 2000), additional information concerning the behavior and survival
of captive-bred owls after release is needed. Our objective was to obtain such information
by monitoring the behavior and survival rates of captive-reared Barn Owls that were
allowed to develop their flight muscles and capture live mice in aviaries prior to release.
Methods
From May 2002 through June 2003, 31 captive-reared Barn Owls provided by Raptor
Rehabilitation of Kentucky, Inc. (RROKI) personnel were released and subsequently
monitored. The owls were captive-bred at RROKI (Louisville, KY), at the Cincinnati Zoo
(Cincinnati, OH), and at the Lincoln Park Zoo (Chicago, IL). At each facility, owl chicks
were raised by adult owls until they became independent.
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After at least five weeks in flight cages, young Barn Owls were banded with U.S.
Geological Survey metal bands. Just prior to release, owls were fitted with 5-gram transmitters (Wildlife Materials, Inc., Carbondale, IL, and Holohil Ltd., Carp, Ontario, Canada).
Transmitters were attached at the base of three or four centrally located rectrices using a
sewing needle and dental floss.
Release sites were located in Madison (N = 3) and Fayette (N = 1) counties, Kentucky. All release sites were in areas that included lightly grazed pastures, hayfields, and
recently abandoned agricultural fields that appeared to provide suitable foraging habitat.
Release sites in Madison County included the Miller Welch-Central Kentucky Wildlife
Management Area, a private farm 9.5 km west of Richmond, and a private farm 1 km west
of Union City. In Fayette County, the release site was the Raven Run Nature Sanctuary,
located 19.5 km south of Lexington. All owls were released between 18:00 and 19:00 h.
After release, we attempted to locate roosting locations using a Telonics TR-2 receiver
with either a hand-held two-element Yagi antenna or, when searching for missing owls, an
antenna (Magnet-Mount Mobile Scanner Antenna 2000032, Radio Shack) mounted on top
of a vehicle. We attempted to locate owls daily from 08:00 to 16:00 h. The day after each
release, searches began at release sites and, if owls could not be located, continued along
roads surrounding release sites. As owls moved away from release sites, daily attempts to
relocate them generally began at or near the previous day’s roost site. If no signal was
detected, a search pattern was established along roads radiating out from the previous day’s
location, and continued until all accessible roads within about 34 km of release sites were
searched.
In an attempt to locate missing owls, we conducted aerial searches from a fixed-wing
airplane on three occasions, including twice during 2002 (1 August and 6 September) and
once during 2003 (24 July). During flights, all areas within a radius of about 35 km of
release sites were searched from an altitude of about 800 m.
When a roosting owl was located, characteristics of the roost site were noted, including
site location, roost type (tree or barn), and roost height. For owls roosting in trees, the
species, height, and diameter at breast height (dbh) of the tree were determined. To avoid
disturbing owls, characteristics of roost sites were determined later (either the next day or
the first day the roost was not used). We also searched areas below roost sites to locate and
collect any pellets that may have been regurgitated.
Distances and directions of movements by Barn Owls from release sites and previous
locations were determined by plotting locations on aerial photos. When an owl was found
dead, an attempt was made to determine the cause of death (e.g., predation, hit by a vehicle,
starvation, etc.); if cause of death was uncertain, we classified it as unknown. For surviving
owls that were located, locations and roost sites were monitored until transmitters failed
(about three months).
Any pellets found were placed in plastic bags and the date and location noted. In the
lab, pellets were air-dried for at least two weeks. Pellets were then dipped in water and
carefully pulled apart. For each pellet, we extracted all prey remains, including complete or
partial skulls and lower jaws, feathers, and exoskeletons. Prey remains were then identified
to the lowest taxonomic category possible.
Results
From June 2002 to June 2003, we released 31 captive-raised Barn Owls at four
locations on nine separate occasions in Madison and Fayette counties. At the time of release, owls ranged from four to nine months in age and had a mean mass of 538.3 grams.
For dispersing owls located the first day after release (19 of 31, or 61.3%), mean distance
moved was 0.5 ± 0.1 (SE) km (range = 0.6–1.8 km). Mean distance moved during the
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second day post-release was 1.9 ± 1.3 km (N = 9; range = 0.33–11.97 km). For the third day
post-release, mean distance moved was 0.98 ± 0.28 km (N = 4; range = 0.3–1.6 km).
After release, Barn Owls typically remained near release sites for one or two days,
then, for those that continued dispersing, generally began moving greater distances (Figure
1). Five Barn Owls were monitored for more than 40 days post-release (mean = 63.4 ± 6.8
days; range = 40–80 days). For these owls, the mean distance from release sites was 7.5 ±
0.9 km (N = 5). Nine Barn Owls (29%) were tracked until either found dead or their
transmitters stopped functioning. The locations and fates of the remaining 22 owls (71%)
were unknown.
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Figure 1. Distances moved per day by captive-raised Barn Owls (N = 31) released in central
Kentucky.
Five Barn Owls were documented to have died of various causes after release, with
remains of these owls located a mean distance of 3.6 ± 0.7 km from release sites. Two owls
apparently were killed by predators. One was found under the previous day’s roost site on
day 26 post-release. Numerous feathers had been plucked and the owl’s head was missing,
suggesting predation by an avian predator (perhaps a Great Horned Owl [Bubo virginianus]). The other apparently depredated owl was found on day 22 post-release. Remains included only a right wing and scattered feathers. One Barn Owl was hit by a vehicle and was
found on a road 5.7 km from its release site on day 12 post-release. The fourth dead owl
was located 3.7 km from its release site on day 12 post-release. Examination revealed an
empty gizzard, suggesting the owl may have died from starvation. The cause of death of the
fifth owl could not be determined because only its skeleton and scattered feathers remained
when found on day 12 post-release.
During our study, 38 different roost sites were used 107 times by 12 owls, with owls
roosting in four barns and 34 different trees. Barn Owls roosted in 18 different species of
trees, with American elm (Ulmus americana), black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia), hackberry (Celtis occidentalis), boxelder (Acer negundo), and Virginia pine (Pinus virginianus)
used most frequently. Owls roosted at a mean height of 7.5 ± 0.3 m (N = 61, range = 2.2–
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14.9 m) in trees with a mean height of 12.5 ± 0.5 m (N = 62, range = 7.5–24.3 m) and mean
dbh of 29.2 ± 1.5 cm (N = 58, range = 12.7–73.5 cm).
We collected 124 pellets from seven Barn Owls. The mean number of prey items per
pellet was 3.6 ± 0.4. Shrew (either short-tailed shrew, Blarina brevicauda, or unknown
shrew species) remains were found in 100 pellets (80.6%), and prairie vole (Microtus
ochrogaster) remains were found in 88 (71%). Of 460 prey items identified, the most
common were shrews (154 of 451 items, or 35.1%), prairie voles (128 of 451, or 28.4%),
and unidentified grasshoppers (Order Orthoptera; 106 of 451, or 23.5%). Other prey items
found in pellets included white-footed mice (Peromyscus leucopus), meadow voles
(Microtus pennsylvanicus), unidentified beetles, and other mammals, unidentified birds, and
insects (Table 1).
Table 1. Prey items found in pellets (N = 124) of captive-raised Barn Owls released in central
Kentucky.
%
occurrence

% of
460 prey

Northern short-tailed shrew (Blarina brevicauda)

37.1

14.8

Shrew, unknown species

43.5

19.3

Prairie vole (Microtus ochrogaster)

71.0

29.1

Prey Item
Soricidae
Muridae

Meadow vole (Microtus pennsylvanicus)

10.5

3.0

White-footed mouse (Peromyscus leucopus)

17.7

5.7

Mouse, unknown species

3.2

0.9

Sciuridae

Tree squirrel, unknown species

0.8

0.2

Leporidae

Eastern cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus)

0.8

0.2

Passeriformes

Passerine, unknown species

1.6

0.7

Cambaridae

Crayfish, unknown species

2.4

0.7

Orthoptera

Grasshopper, unknown species

11.3

23.0

Coleoptera

Beetle, unknown species

4.8

1.3

Hymenoptera

Ant, unknown species

2.4

0.7

Hemiptera

True bug, unknown species

1.6

0.4

Discussion
Most Barn Owls in our study remained near release sites for one or two days before
dispersing greater distances. Most owls moved less than 2 km per day. However, by one
week post-release, we were unable to locate nearly half of the owls, suggesting that some
Barn Owls moved much longer distances in relatively short periods of time. Stewart (1952)
estimated that some young Barn Owls might travel as much as 30–40 km per day during
dispersal.
For five Barn Owls monitored for at least 40 days post-release, the mean distance
moved from release sites was 7.5 km. However, the location and fates of 22 owls were
unknown and, assuming the transmitters on these owls were functional and no signals were
missed during the aerial searches for missing owls, these individuals apparently dispersed
more than 35 km (the distance from release sites searched by airplane) from release sites.
Other investigators also have reported long-distance dispersal by young Barn Owls. Marti
(1999) reported that the mean dispersal distance of young Barn Owls in northern Utah was
102.9 km (range = 0–1267 km). Stewart (1952) reported that 34% of Barn Owls banded as
nestlings were recovered at distances greater than 80 km from their nest sites.
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In contrast, studies of Barn Owls in the United Kingdom have revealed that many
young disperse shorter distances. For example, Meek et al. (2003) found that young Barn
Owls (N = 97) dispersed a mean distance of 19 km from natal sites. Taylor (1994) reported
that about 53% of breeding-age birds in England were found within 10 km of natal sites,
90% within 50 km, and less than 5% more than 100 km.
Several factors may influence dispersal distances. Dale (2001) suggested that dispersal
distances for Barn Owls in the United Kingdom may tend to be shorter than at other locations because natal philopatry (i.e., reduced dispersal distances) may be the optimal dispersal strategy for isolated (e.g., island) populations. Food availability also may influence
dispersal distance. For example, Byholm et al. (2003) found that food availability in the
natal area (specifically grouse density) was related to dispersal distances of young Northern
Goshawks (Accipiter gentilis).
Although food availability may influence dispersal distances, young Barn Owls that
disperse rapidly over considerable distances (e.g., 30–40 km per day; Stewart 1952) likely
would be unable to determine prey densities along their dispersal route. If so, other factors
must be influencing dispersal distances. Dominant hypotheses currently used to explain the
ultimate benefits of natal dispersal are reduced intrasexual competition for resources (e.g.,
mates, food, and space) and inbreeding avoidance (Dobson 1982, Pusey 1987, Wolff 1993).
However, both hypotheses assume that dispersers incur costs to survival and fecundity
(Bengtsson 1978) and that these costs increase with distance traveled. Dispersing individuals may face increased risk of mortality associated with unfamiliar habitats, passage
through areas of relatively high predator densities, or the physiological costs of extensive
movement (Waser et al. 1994, Plissner and Gowaty 1996). Reasons for the long-distance
dispersal of many young Barn Owls, therefore, are unclear. Although comparative studies
have revealed that Barn Owls do possess characteristics generally associated with relatively
long-distance dispersal among birds, including eating animal prey (Paradis et al. 1998,
Sutherland et al. 2000) and relatively large size (Sutherland et al. 2000), other characteristics of these owls are associated with species of birds that exhibit relatively short-distance
dispersal, including defense of breeding territories and resident status (Paradis et al. 1998)
Characteristics of roost sites
Although Barn Owls in our study selected roost sites with no apparent preference for
particular tree species, roost sites generally provided owls with good cover. Similarly, Marti
et al. (2005) reported that Barn Owls roosted in trees with dense foliage, especially during
the summer. By selecting roost sites that provide cover and concealment, roosting owls
likely minimize the chances of being detected by predators and mobbing species (Hayward
and Garton 1984). In addition, roost sites in dense foliage also provide favorable microclimates (e.g., shade and shelter from precipitation; Forsman et al. 1984).
Mortality of young owls
We determined the fate of nine owls, with five (56%) found dead and four (44%)
surviving until transmitters stopped functioning. Ehresman et al. (1988) released 36 captiveraised Barn Owls in Iowa and 24 (67%) were eventually found dead. Taylor (1994) noted
that all Barn Owl populations in temperate climates exhibited similar patterns, with firstyear mortality rates of 65 to 75%. Similarly, Frylestam (1972) reported mortality rates for
first-year Barn Owls as high as 70%. High mortality rates for young owls also have been
reported in other species, including Eastern Screech-Owls (Megascops asio, 67%; Belthoff
and Ritchison 1989), Northern Tawny Owls (Strix aluco, 45.3%; Overskaug et al. 1999),
and Northern Spotted Owls (48.7%, Strix occidentalis; Forsman et al. 2002).
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Taylor (1994) suggested that the high mortality rate of first-year Barn Owls was due to
their general lack of experience and the need to develop hunting skills. Our results, although
based on a small sample size, suggest that captive-raised Barn Owls were able to capture
sufficient prey (only one owl apparently died from starvation). However, we only monitored owls from late April to mid-September, when prey availability was likely high. Firstyear Barn Owls, and those in other age classes as well, may be more likely to starve during
the winter months when prey availability may be lower (Taylor 1994).
At least two of five Barn Owls we found dead were apparently killed by predators. In
Iowa, Ehresman et al. (1988) reported that 54.2% of young captive-raised and released Barn
Owls were killed by avian predators, primarily Great Horned Owls. High mortality rates
also have been reported in wild populations of owls. For example, Overskaug et al. (1999)
found that predation was responsible for 40% of deaths of young Northern Tawny Owls,
whereas Forsman et al. (2002) reported that up to 68% of the deaths of young Northern
Spotted Owls were due to predation by Great Horned Owls, Northern Goshawks, Red-tailed
Hawks (Buteo jamaicensis), and mammalian predators.
Food habits
The most common prey items of Barn Owls in our study were shrews (34.1%), voles
(32.1%), and grasshoppers (23.0%). Other investigators also have reported that small mammals, especially voles, are common prey of Barn Owls. Marti (1988) summarized the food
habits of Barn Owls in North America and noted that the most common prey were voles
(Microtus spp.; 60.8%), with other small mammals taken based on availability. Meek et al.
(2003) identified prey items in over 20,000 Barn Owl pellets collected in England and also
found that the most common prey items were voles (Microtus spp.; 53.4%). Although voles
appear to be a common prey item for Barn Owls throughout their range, the presence of a
variety of other prey in their diet in our study and other studies also indicates that Barn
Owls are opportunistic predators. Marti (1988) also suggested that Barn Owls were opportunistic hunters and took whatever prey was available within a certain size range.
Releasing captive-bred owls
Several efforts have been made to supplement Barn Owl populations by releasing
captive-bred individuals, and none have apparently been successful (Mooney 1988, Ehresman et al. 1988, Marti et al. 2005). The results of a 21-year study documenting releases of
captive-raised birds in the United Kingdom were unclear; Barn Owl populations increased
in the area, but there was no clear evidence that the release of captive-raised birds contributed to the increase (Meek et al. 2003). In addition, Carter and Newbery (2004) noted
that national surveys confirmed that the Barn Owl population in the United Kingdom did
not increase significantly despite the release of thousands of captive-bred birds.
Our results were similar to those of previous captive-release efforts in at least two
respects. First, most young Barn Owls dispersed away from release sites and, second, mortality rates for young whose fate was determined were high. Such results indicate that
attempting to augment Barn Owl populations in specific locations would likely be difficult.
In addition, captive-release programs can create other problems, including the introduction
of diseases and parasites and potential genetic changes (Long 1981).
Because Barn Owls have high reproductive potential (i.e., large clutches, potential to
raise two broods per year, and able to breed at an early age) and are known to disperse
considerable distances, a better strategy for augmenting populations may be to ensure that
sufficient suitable habitat and nest sites are available (McCracken 1998, de Jong 2009). If
suitable habitat and nesting sites are present, Barn Owls possess characteristics that permit
them to quickly recolonize areas and restore populations.
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SUMMER 2011 SEASON
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., and Lee McNeely
Following the rainy spring season, June and July 2010 were more normal in terms of
temperature and precipitation, although a prolonged period of above-normal temperature
and below-normal rainfall commenced across most of the state during July. Transient lakes
across the Highland Rim of south-central Kentucky lingering from the heavy spring rains
did not last as long as in 2010, but there were a few interesting reports of nesting waterbirds, particularly in southern Christian County.
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Rarity highlights of the season included up to four Neotropic Cormorants at Lake No.
9 in Fulton County and a Tricolored Heron in Pulaski County. Least Terns apparently had at
least some nesting success on higher sandbars in the Mississippi River and at an industrial
pond along the lower Tennessee River.
Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these
reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official checklist of Kentucky birds. Reports
of out-of-season birds and rarities should be accompanied by written and/or photographic
documentation. This documentation is reviewed by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee
(KBRC). Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are
reported periodically in The Kentucky Warbler.
Abbreviations – County names appear in italics; when used to separate dates, the “/”
symbol is used in place of “and”; “ph. ” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the
observation was documented with photograph(s); “vt.” next to an observer’s initials
indicates that the observation was documented on videotape; “†” next to an observer’s
initials indicates that written details were submitted with the report; Place names: Chaney
Lake, Warren; Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson; Fishing Creek = Fishing Creek embayment of
Lake Cumberland, Pulaski; Horseshoe Road = slough next to Horseshoe Road, w. Henderson; ICG Mine = former Starfire/Addington WMA now ICG Mine, Knott; KY 739 =
transient pond along KY 739 se. of Williams Store, Logan; Ky Dam = Kentucky Dam,
Livingston/Marshall; Kuttawa = Lake Barkley at Kuttawa, Lyon; Ky Lake = Kentucky
Lake, Marshall (unless otherwise noted); Lake No. 9, w. Fulton; Lake Reba, Madison;
McElroy Lake, n. of Woodburn, Warren; Melco = Melco flood retention basin, Jefferson;
Morgan Pond, near Oak Grove, Christian; Obion WMA, Fulton; Shaker Village = Shaker
Village of Pleasant Hill, Mercer; Swallow Spring = Swallow Spring Pond, Christian; WMA
= Wildlife Management Area.
Gadwall – a male was at Swallow Spring 15 Ruddy Duck – the male at Lake Reba linJune (BPa, EHu).
gered to at least 17 July (AN).
Blue-winged Teal – there were two con- Common Loon – there were five reports: 1
firmed reports of nesting: 2 broods (1 w/
lingered on a pond at Bowling Green,
12 yg.) at Swallow Spring 17 July (BPa,
Warren, through most of June (TD); 1 on
EHu) with a family group still there 30
Morgan Pond 15 June (EHu, BPa); 1 on
July (BPa, EHu), and a brood of large yg.
Lake Cumberland near the Fall Creek
at Chaney Lake 17 July (BPa, EHu). The
embayment, Wayne, 16 July (fide JBs); 1
following reports were not accompanied
on Ky Lake at the US68/KY 80 bridge,
by evidence of nesting: a pair lingered at
Marshall, during early July (CS, ME) and
KY 739 to 14 June (FL); a pair lingered at
as late as 17 July (BL); 1 (likely continMcElroy Lake to 24 June (BPa, EHu, TD)
uing from late May) at Petersburg, Boone,
with 1 still there 11 July (DSi); 1 was at
23 July (LM); and 1 on Cave Run Lake
Lake No. 9 on 29 June (BPa, EHu, MM);
above the dam, Bath/Rowan 31 July (DP).
and 2 were at Morgan Pond 30 July (BPa, Pied-billed Grebe – nesting was confirmed
EHu).
at three locations as follows: an ad. at
Northern Shoveler – 4 were at McElroy
Chaney Lake 15 June (BPa, EHu) with 3
Lake 26 June (TD).
family groups there 17 July (BPa, EHu);
at least 6 ads. including 1 on a nest at
Green-winged Teal – a male was at McElSwallow Spring 15 June (BPa, EHu), but
roy Lake 11 July (DSi).
only 2 ads. with no evidence of nesting
Ring-necked Duck – a pair lingered at KY
there 17 July (BPa, EHu); and 10–12 ads.
739 to 5 July (FL et al.) with the female
with 2 on nests at Morgan Pond 15 June
being last seen there 16 July (FL).
(BPa, EHu), with 3 ads. plus a family
Hooded Merganser – a female was at Mcgroup consisting of an ad. and 3 chicks
Elroy Lake 19 June (TD).
there 17 July (BPa, EHu), and 6 ads. and 2
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June (DSt et al.), but there was no evijuvs. there 30 July (BPa, EHu). Also reported without evidence of nesting were 2
dence of nesting there this year.
ads. that lingered at McElroy Lake to 2 American White Pelican – 1 was present at
June (TD); 2 at Barren River Lake dam 24
the Falls of the Ohio 18 June through July
June (LC); 1 at Lake No. 9 on 28 June
(DSt et al); also reported were 20 over
(RD et al.); and an ad. on a pond ca. 2 mi.
Lake No. 9 on 29 June (MM, EHu, BPa).
e. of Morgan Pond 30 July (BPa, EHu).
Great Blue Heron – as many as 113 were
Neotropic Cormorant – 1–4 birds were
counted at the Falls of the Ohio 26 June
reported at Lake No. 9 from 19 June to 30
(SD) with a peak count of ca. 150 there 12
July as follows: an ad. was first seen there
July (DSt) probably representing an all19 June (ph. JW); 3 were there 25 June
time high count for that location.
(ph. JW); at least 2 were there 28 June
Great
Egret – reports of interest included
(HC, ph. RD, ME); 3 were there 1 July
only
ca. 150 at Lake No. 9 and ca. 50 at
(ph. BY, ph. MY); 2 ads. and an imm.
Island No. 8 Slough, Fulton, 29 June
were there 3 July (JW, NM); 4 (2 ads. and
(BPa, EHu, MM); 5 at McElroy Lake 17
2 imms.) were there 5 July (JW); an ad.
July (BPa); ca. 500 that came to roost at
was there 12 July (†MT); an ad. and an
Lake No. 9 on 30 July (BPa, EHu); and
imm. were there 16 July (JW); and an ad.
750–1000 at Obion WMA 31 July (BPa,
was last observed there 30 July (ph. BPa,
EHu).
ph. EHu). KBRC review required.
Snowy Egret – at least 1 was present at the
Kuttawa heronry 26 June (ME); there
were two reports away from western Kentucky: 1 at the Falls of the Ohio 5 June
(T&CB) and 1 at Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan, 26 June (†VS).

Neotropic Cormorant (with Double-crested)
Lake No. 9, 1 July 2011
Mary Yandell

Little Blue Heron – reports of interest
included an ad. at Melco 7 June (EHu); an
ad. at Fishing Creek 5 July (RD); 2 ads. at
Swallow Spring 17 July (BPa, EHu) with
1 there 30 July (BPa, EHu); 2 juvs. at
McElroy Lake 17 July (EHu, BPa); an ad.
at the Falls of the Ohio 21 July (EHu) into
early August (m. ob.); and a juv. near the
Sauerheber Unit Sloughs WMA, Henderson, 30 July (CC).

Double-crested Cormorant – reports of Tricolored Heron – an ad. was at Fishing
interest included 1 at the Laurel Creek
Creek 22 July (ph. RD). KBRC review
Reservoir, McCreary, 4 June (RD); 2 at
required.
Lake Reba 12 June (AN); 2 over Dranes
Green
Heron – a nest (incubating bird) was
Lakes, Hardin, and 2 at Morgan Pond, all
seen
at Swallow Spring 15 June (EHu,
15 June (BPa, EHu); 15 on the Casey
BPa)
with 4 young in the nest 17 July
Creek embayment of Green River Lake,
(EHu, BPa).
Adair, 26 June (RD); at least 60 at Lake
No. 9 on 29 June (BPa, EHu, MM); 1 at Yellow-crowned Night-Heron – there were
Fishing Creek 5-6 July (RD); 1 at Morgan
only two reports: 1 at the Blood River
Pond 17 July (BPa, EHu); and ca. 1000
embayment of Ky Lake, Calloway, 1 June
birds including an unknown number of
(HC); and an ad. and a juv. at the Highnesting pairs on two islands in Lake Barkland Creek Unit Sloughs WMA, Union,
ley, Trigg, during June (JBs). Up to 58
10 June (CC) with an ad. and a juv. still in
were seen at the Falls of the Ohio during
the vicinity 31 July (ph. CC).
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Osprey – 2 at Lake No. 9 on 29 June (MM,
occurred on a cliff (old quarry face); alEHu, BPa) and 1 at Fishing Creek 5 July
though that nest failed, it was the first falcon nest attempt on a cliff documented in
(RD) were not near known nesting territories. A statewide nest survey conducted
Kentucky since the late 1930s (KH).
by the Ky. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Re- Common Gallinule – there were four
sources during June and July detected at
reports: 1 along KY 1375 n. of Franklin
least 87 active nests with most on Ky
Crossroads, Hardin, 12 June (RA); 2 at
Lake and Lake Barkley (KH).
Swallow Spring and 8 at Morgan Pond, all
15 June (BPa, EHu); 3 with 1 seen carryMississippi Kite – there were two reports of
ing nesting material between Powderly
birds away from known nesting areas: 1
and Central City, Muhlenberg, during earalong Green Road, Kenton, 5 June (†AB)
ly July (SN, JN); and 1 at Morgan Pond
and 1 at the Sinclair Unit Peabody WMA,
and another on a pond about 2 miles to the
Muhlenberg, 1 July (ET). Two at the
e., both 30 July (EHu, BPa).
Highland Creek Unit Sloughs WMA,
Union, 11 July (ph. CC) were in an area American Coot – there were several reports,
where the species likely breeds.
but none with evidence of nesting: 1
lingered at Melco through the season
Bald Eagle – 1 along the Cumberland River
(EHu et al.); several were still at KY 739
near Sawyer, McCreary, 5 June (RD) was
on 1 June (FL); 10 at Swallow Spring 15
away from known nesting territories. The
June (BPa, EHu) with 3 still there 17 July
Ky. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Resources
(BPa, EHu) and 2 still there 30 July (BPa,
accounted for a record number of 98 occuEHu); 17 at Morgan Pond 15 June (BPa,
pied nesting territories during 2011 inEHu) with 7 still there 30 July (BPa,
cluding 10 new territories that were estabEHu); 5 at McElroy Lake 15 June (BPa,
lished or detected for the first time (KH).
EHu) with 8 last reported there 11 July
Notable new territories were documented
(DSi); and 1 at Calvert City, Marshall, 31
at Mammoth Cave National Park, EdmonJuly (BPa, EHu).
son; along the Ohio River, McCracken
(3); at Prospect, Jefferson; at Laurel River Semipalmated Plover – 15 at KY 739 on 1
June (FL) and 3 at McElroy Lake 15 June
Lake, Whitley, and near Lake Cumber(BPa, EHu) were the latest spring birds reland, Pulaski (KH). Despite at least 20
ported. The earliest fall birds included 3 at
documented nest failures due to severe
Morgan Pond and 2 at McElroy Lake, all
spring storms, it is known that at least 114
17 July (BPa, EHu); at least 6 at Morgan
young were produced (hatched) in 2011,
Pond and ca. 6 at Lake No. 9, all 30 July
and fledging was confirmed for 81 young
(BPa, EHu); 8 at Horseshoe Road 30 July
(KH).
(CC); and 1 at Pulaski County Park 30
Peregrine Falcon – 1 at Floyds Fork Park,
July (RD).
Jefferson, 11 June (AM, BPi) was asKilldeer
– peak counts during the season
sumed to be an individual from one of the
included
at least 500 at McElroy Lake 17
local nesting pairs. During the 2011
July (BPa, EHu) and at least 775 at and
nesting season, the Ky. Dept. of Fish and
near Morgan Pond 30 July (BPa, EHu).
Wildlife Resources documented nesting
attempts by 13 pairs, 7 of which were suc- Black-necked Stilt – nesting was confirmed
at two locations: 1 or 2 at Morgan Pond
cessful (KH). Combined, all nests pro15 June (BPa, EHu), with 7 ads., 2 with
duced 21 confirmed chicks (KH). An
chicks, there 17 July (BPa, EHu), and 3
overall reduction of nest success in 2011
family groups with 4 chicks each at and
may have been due to bad weather in the
near there 30 July (BPa, EHu); and at
early part of the nesting season; however a
least 2 family groups with 4 and at least 2
nesting pair in Carroll produced the laryg., respectively, at Obion WMA 31 July
gest documented falcon brood (5) in Kentucky history (KH). Also of interest was a
(EHu, BPa). Also reported was a pair at
KY 739 from 14 June to 5 July (ph. FL et
nesting attempt by a pair in Franklin that
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al.); 4 at McElroy Lake 24 June (TD) with Western Sandpiper – there were four re1 there 26 June (TD); and 3 at and near
ports: an ad. at Oak Grove, Christian, and
Open Pond, Fulton, 26 July (DCh et al.).
16 ads. at McElroy Lake, all 17 July (BPa,
EHu), the latter possibly a new state high
Spotted Sandpiper – the following June recount for fall ads.; and 2 at Morgan Pond
ports were not accompanied by any eviand 1 at Lake No. 9, both 30 July (BPa,
dence of nesting: 1 s. of Mt. Zion, Allen, 4
EHu).
June (MBy); 1 that lingered at Melco to
14 June (EHu, BPa); 1 at the Banklick Least Sandpiper – singles at KY 739 on 5
Creek Regional Wetlands, Kenton, 14/27
July (MBt) and at Melco 10 July (EHu)
June (DM); and 2 at Thurston Park, on the
were the earliest fall birds reported; other
Ohio River at Louisville, 30 June (ph.
reports of interest included ca. 35 at McMC). The earliest returning fall birds were
Elroy Lake 13 July (TD); small numbers
1 at KY 739 on 2 July (FL); and 1 s. of
present at transient ponds in Christian,
Mt. Zion, Allen, 5 July (MBy); small
Logan, and Warren 17 July (BPa, EHu)
numbers were present at transient ponds
with peak counts of at least 80 at Morgan
in Christian, Logan, and Warren by 17
Pond and at least 75 at McElroy Lake, all
July (BPa, EHu) and 10–15 were at Mor17 July (BPa, EHu); and at least 75 at and
gan Pond by 30 July (BPa, EHu).
near Morgan Pond and at least 100 at
Lake No. 9, all 30 July (BPa, EHu).
Solitary Sandpiper – 1 at Lake No. 9 on 3
July (JW) was the earliest fall bird repor- White-rumped Sandpiper – 1 at KY 739
on 14 June (FL) and 8 at McElroy Lake
ted; small numbers were found at transient
15 June (BPa, EHu) were the latest spring
ponds in Christian, Logan, and Warren 17
birds reported.
July (BPa, EHu); and at least 45–50 were
at and near Morgan Pond by 30 July (BPa,
EHu).
Greater Yellowlegs – singles at McElroy
Lake 28 June (TD) and at Fishing Creek 6
July (RD) were the earliest fall birds
reported; also reported was 1 at Lake No.
9 on 12 July (MT) and 3 at Morgan Pond
17/30 July (BPa, EHu).
Lesser Yellowlegs – 3 at McElroy Lake 28
June (TD) were the earliest fall birds reported; 3 were at Morgan Pond 17 July
(BPa, EHu) with 25–30 there 30 July
(BPa, EHu).
Upland Sandpiper – there were four reWhite-rumped Sandpiper, Logan
ports: 1 at Chaney Lake 17 July (BPa,
14 June 2011
EHu); 1 at Morgan Pond and 1 heard over
Frank Lyne
Lake No. 9, both 30 July (BPa, EHu); and
2 over Obion WMA with another on the Pectoral Sandpiper – 1 at McElroy Lake 11
ground adjacent to Obion WMA, all 31
July (DSi) was the earliest fall bird reporJuly (EHu, BPa).
ted; 10 were at Morgan Pond and 15–20
were at McElroy Lake by 17 July (BPa,
Semipalmated Sandpiper – 8 were still at
EHu) with peak counts of 100 at HorseKY 739 on 1 June (FL) with 4 still there
shoe Road 30 July (CC) and at least 250
14 June (FL); 1 at John Young Road
at Morgan Pond 30 July (BPa, EHu).
Pond, Logan, 17 July (BPa, EHu) was the
earliest fall bird reported; at least 35–40 Dunlin – a tardy spring bird was at McElroy
were at Morgan Pond by 30 July (BPa,
Lake 15 June (BPa, EHu).
EHu).
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Stilt Sandpiper – 2 at McElroy Lake 17 Black-billed Cuckoo – there were four
July (BPa, EHu) were the earliest fall
reports: 1 near Bridgeport, Franklin, 23
birds reported; also reported were up to 22
June (JBs); 1 at Boone County Cliffs Naat Morgan Pond 30 July (BPa, EHu) and 1
ture Preserve 25 June (NC); 1 singing bird
at Melco 31 July (MA).
at Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 2/4 July
(BPa); and 1 at the St. Anne Wetlands,
Short-billed Dowitcher – 2 at Morgan Pond
Melbourne, Campbell, 28 July (SH).
and 3 at McElroy Lake, all 17 July (BPa,
EHu) were the earliest fall birds reported; Barn Owl – there were 15 reports of nesting
other reports of interest included 3 at
from the following counties (fide KH,
Open Pond, Fulton, 26 July (DCh et al.);
EW, JH): Caldwell, Clinton, Edmonson,
and singles at Morgan Pond (BPa, EHu)
Graves, Grayson, Logan, Marion (2),
and at Horseshoe Road (CC), both 30
Pulaski, Scott, Taylor, Union, Warren (2)
July.
and Webster. Also reported were individuals or pairs at 10 non-nesting roost
Wilson’s Snipe – singles at McElroy Lake
sites in the following counties (fide KH):
12 July (TD) and at Obion WMA 31 July
Bourbon, Boyle (2), Logan, Madison,
(BPa, EHu) were rather early.
Montgomery, Muhlenberg, Taylor, Union,
Ring-billed Gull – 2 at Calvert City, Marand Warren.
shall, and 35–40 at both Ky Dam and
Lake Barkley at Lick Creek, Lyon, all 31
July (BPa, EHu) were likely early returning fall birds.
Least Tern – at least 200 pairs nested on the
Mississippi River off Watson Point, Fulton (EHa, JBs); ca. 40 birds were at Calvert City, Marshall, during the season
(DSw). Other traditional nesting locales
on the lower Ohio River and Mississippi
River remained under water through the
season (fide JBs).
Caspian Tern – 5 at McElroy Lake 26 June
(TD) were extremely unusual for the last
week of June. Next earliest were 2 at the
Falls of the Ohio 9 July (T&CB).

Barn Owl fledglings in silo, Marion
23 June 2011
Kate Heyden

Black Tern – 1 at Morgan Pond 30 July
(BPa, EHu) was the only one reported Willow Flycatcher – 1 at the ICG Mine was
singing as if territorial 6 June (KH); 2
during the season.
likely territorial birds were encountered in
Forster’s Tern – there were two reports: 1
central McCreary 31 May & 2 June (Stedat McElroy Lake 2 June (TD, BY, MY)
man 2011).
and 28 June (TD).
Least Flycatcher – a pair was observed at a
Eurasian Collared-Dove – 2 individuals renest at the summit of Black Mountain,
ported in n. McCreary 31 May (Stedman
Harlan, 27 June (RW).
2011) were county firsts; another was reCommon
Raven – a group of 7 were reported at Scottsville, Allen, 16 July (JBy,
ported at the ICG Mine 6 June (KH).
MBy).
Yellow-billed Cuckoo – 1 was recaptured at Purple Martin – the roost on the e. side of
Shaker Village 2 June (KH et al.) that was
Lexington began to form during the last
originally banded during summer 2009,
week of July (SM); thousands were seen
thus demonstrating breeding ground site
on the Ken Unit of Peabody WMA, Ohio,
fidelity.
20 July (KH); ca. 1500–2000 were in the
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EHu).
Tree Swallow – a family of fledglings being
fed nw. of Beattyville, Lee, 13 June (BPa)
likely represented a first for the county.
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cent breeding range expansion were the
reports of at least 11 likely territorial individuals in at least eight distinct locations in McCreary, most in the heavily
forested e. portion of the county, 30 May–
3 June (Stedman 2011).

Bank Swallow – at least 200 were at
Black-throated Green Warbler – a male
Morgan Pond 17 July (BPa, EHu).
near Millerstown, nw. Hart, 10 July (BA)
Cliff Swallow – a nesting colony consisting
was a very early disperser or migrant.
of ca. 50 birds at the Lake No. 9 pumping
Lark
Sparrow – there were two reports: 1
station, Fulton, 29 June (BPa, EHu, MM)
along
Watermelon Road, Logan, during
represented only the second report for the
the first two weeks of June (ph. FL) and 1
county. Also of interest were probably
along McDonald Landing Road, Hendermore than 100 at McElroy Lake 17 July
son, 12 June (CC) with 2 ads. and 2 imms.
(BPa, EHu).
in the same area 14 July (ph. CC).
Louisiana Waterthrush – 3 at Obion WMA
31 July (BPa, EHu) were unexpected and Savannah Sparrow – 2 present adjacent to
KY 739 on 14 June (ph. FL) with 1 still
likely migrants.
there 17 June (FL) were far outside the
Golden-winged Warbler – 1 in se. Mcdocumented nesting range; 3 were at
Creary 31 May was likely on territory
Spindletop Farm, Fayette, 25 June (DL,
(Stedman 2011). Atlasing efforts by Ky.
ASK); 3 were singing as if on territory
Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Resources staff
along Buster Pike, Mercer, 28 June (BPa).
and volunteers yielded the following reports of territorial males: 4 on Log Moun- Henslow’s Sparrow – reports of interest
included 2 at the ICG Mine 6 June (KH);
tain se. of Chenoa, Bell, 20 May (LP); 2
1 at Anna, n. Warren, 5 July (GR); and at
on Jellico Mountain, sw. of Williamsleast 2 ne. of Red Hill, Allen, during midburg, Whitley, 25 May (SA); 12 on Black
July (JBy, MBy, et al.).
Mountain, Harlan, 1 June (SV); and 1
along Sims Fork ne. of Arjay, Bell, 3 June Rose-breasted Grosbeak – a pair was pres(DB).
ent at Boone County Cliffs Nature Preserve 19 June (JF, LH).
Swainson’s Warbler – 1–3 were present at
traditional locales in the Red River Gorge Blue Grosbeak – 3 were at the ICG Mine 6
vicinity, Powell/Wolfe during late June
June (KH).
and early July (SK, JK, MS, DCo); also Dickcissel – 1 was at the ICG Mine 6 June
reported were 3 at the Bee Rock Recre(KH); there was an above-average number
ation Area, Pulaski, 20 July (DCo). Howof birds reported in many areas including
ever, the real highlight came from McCalloway (34 birds on a Breeding Bird
Creary, where at least 25 singing males
Survey route) (HC); Mt. Zion Road,
were detected, particularly in the se. porBoone, during early July (TY); three
tion of the county, 31 May–3 June, with
additional locales in Boone (2–4 territorial
16 recorded 2 June (Stedman 2011).
birds at each) during June & July (LM);
Cerulean Warbler – specific efforts to surHart during July (SK), Logan during July
vey for this species yielded the following
(ST); and Henderson during the season
counts: 4 at J.J. Audubon State Park, Hen(AG).
derson, 5 June (MBr); 10 along the Nolin Bobolink – at least 2 singing males were
River in Mammoth Cave National Park,
reported off Fox Lane s. of Mt. Sterling,
Edmonson, 1 July (MBr); and 13 along
Montgomery, 6 June (KH).
the Green River in Mammoth Cave NaPine Siskin – singles lingered near Big
tional Park, Edmonson, 8 July (MBr).
Gimlet, Elliott, to 29 May (EM) and in a
Chestnut-sided Warbler – of interest as
yard at Lexington to 5 June (JP).
continuing confirmation of a relatively re-
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Observers: Michael Autin (MA), Ryan Ankeny (RA), Sara Ash (SA), Bonnie Avery
(BA), Audubon Society of Kentucky (ASK), Andrew Baldelli (AB), Danna Baxley (DB),
Jamin Beachy (JBy), Matthan Beachy (MBy), Tom & Colleen Becker (T&CB), Mark
Bennett (MBt), Mike Brown (MBr), John Brunjes (JBs), Neill Cade (NC), Mike Callan
(MC), David Chaffin (DCh), Hap Chambers (HC), Derek Coomer (DCo), Linda Craiger
(LC), Charlie Crawford (CC), Roseanna Denton (RD), Scott Dickman (SD), Tom Durbin
(TD), Melissa Easley (ME), Jonathan Frodge (JF), Alan Gehret (AG), Erin Harper (EHa),
Stanley Hedeen (SH), Kate Heyden (KH), Les Houser (LH), Janet Howard (JH), Eddie
Huber (EHu), Janet Kistler (JK), Steve Kistler (SK), David Lang (DL), Bill Lisowsky (BL),
Frank Lyne (FL), Scott Marsh (SM), Don Martin (DM), Lee McNeely (LM), Andrew
Melnykovich (AM); Mark Monroe (MM), Nancy Moore (NM), Evelyn Morgan (EM),
multiple observers (m. ob.), Jacob Neace (JN), Susan Neace (SN), Andy Newman (AN),
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BPa), David Patick (DP), Laura Patton (LP), Bill Pike (BPi), Joe
Pulliam (JP), Gerald Robe (GR), Vicki Sandage (VS), Damien Simbeck (DSi), Mike
Stinson (MS), Del Striegel (DSt), Don Swearingen (DSw), Carrie Szwed (CS), Evan Tanner
(ET), Mike Todd (MT), Steve Tyson (ST), Shawchyi Vorisek (SV), Rick Waldrop (RW),
Jeff Wilson (JW), Ben Yandell (BY), Mary Yandell (MY), Travis Young (TY).
Additional Source: Stedman, S.J. 2011. Central node for the foray in McCreary
County, Kentucky—30 May–5 June 2011. http://iweb.tntech.edu/sstedman/Foray—McCreary County2011--Central%20Node.htm. Date accessed: 19 September 2011.
THE KENTUCKY ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY
FALL 2011 MEETING

September 29–October 1, 2011, Pine Mountain State Resort Park,
Pineville, KY
John Brunjes, Recording Secretary
The fall 2011 meeting of the Kentucky Ornithological Society was held 30 September–
2 October at Pine Mountain State Resort Park near Pineville, Kentucky. President Scott
Marsh called the meeting to order at 7:06 pm EDT Friday evening, welcoming members
and guests. Carol Besse provided the members in attendance a rundown of the Saturday
morning field trips. After Carol finished describing the field trips, Hap Chambers asked to
speak to the members. She recounted the story of how she and David Roemer had rescued a
sick Parasitic Jaeger which had been present at Barren River Lake. They took the bird to a
licensed wildlife rehabilitator who was able to nurse the bird back to health; Hap told the
members that the bird was subsequently released into the wild and appeared to be doing
fine. Carol then introduced the evening’s first speaker, Shawchyi Vorisek; representing the
Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources.
Shawchyi Vorisek provided the members with a fascinating presentation entitled
“Landbird Conservation and the Golden-winged Warbler.” She told the members about
conservation efforts that were taking place for this species and detailed the status of
knowledge we have for Golden-winged Warblers in Kentucky. She told the members how
groups like Partners in Flight and numerous Joint Ventures were working with state and
federal wildlife agencies to conserve this species. She told the members that the Goldenwinged Warbler recently had been petitioned for listing under the Endangered Species Act
and gave the members an update of where that process stood. She spent a good deal of time
discussing the concerns about hybridization with Blue-winged Warblers. She told the
members how many areas that used to have only Golden-winged Warblers now have Bluewinged Warblers. She provided the members with the website address for the Goldenwinged Warbler Working Group (www.gwwa.org) so they could read more. At the end of
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the presentation, members had many questions about Golden-winged Warblers here in
Kentucky.
Carol Besse then introduced the evening’s second speaker, Lee McNeely. Lee provided the members with a great slide show of a recent trip to the western United States he
had participated in. Lee thanked Tennessee birder Mike Todd for the use of his fine photos
in his presentation. Lee recounted many great stories of birds being chased. He told the
members of one particularly difficult chase for Black Rosy-Finches. He proved that with
determination and hard work, you can get those great birds. Photographs of many bird
species not seen here in Kentucky provided the members with ideas for future birding trips.
At the end of everyone’s questions, Carol Besse thanked the speakers for their presentations and the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm EDT. Attendees continued discussions
and socializing over refreshments.
Three different Saturday field trips were held on an overcast, cold and windy fall day.
The less than perfect weather conditions, however, did not dampen a great day of bird
watching for the field trip participants. The Pine Mountain State Resort Park was the focus
of the day’s field trips, which visited various birding hotspots around the Park. One field
trip was led by Brainard Palmer-Ball and focused on landbirds and raptors in areas around
the old campground and Chained Rock Overlook. A second field trip was led by Lee
McNeely and focused on songbirds on the golf course and grounds of the Clear Creek
Baptist School. The final trip was led by Mark Monroe and Eddie Huber and went to
Cumberland Gap’s Pinnacle Overlook; this trip focused on watching migrating raptors.
While no organized afternoon trip was planned, many of the meeting participants birded
around the State Park that afternoon. The KOS board meeting convened at 2:13 pm EDT.
With numerous issues before the board, the board meeting lasted until 4:35 pm EDT. After
conclusion of the board meeting, members of the Kentucky Bird Records Committee
convened for about an hour of discussion.
The Saturday evening meeting was called to order by President Scott Marsh at 7:10 pm
EDT. After welcoming everyone, Scott turned the meeting over to Vice-President, Carol
Besse, to announce the night’s agenda. Carol welcomed everyone and announced the
night’s first item of business, the election of new members for the KOS Board. Lee
McNeely presented the slate of officers for Nominating Committee Chair, Mark Bennett,
who could not attend. Lee presented the following slate of candidates for the KOS Board:
President Carol Besse; Vice-President Steve Kistler; Treasurer Lee McNeely; Corresponding Secretary Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.; Recording Secretary Blaine Ferrell; and Councillors Ginny Kingsolver and Linda Craiger. Lee asked the members in attendance if they
had any additional nominations. Hearing none, Horace Brown made a motion to accept the
slate of candidates. Hap Chambers provided a second for the motion, and the KOS members
in attendance voted unanimously to support the slate as proposed. Carol Besse then
announced details of Sunday morning field trips. Field trips were scheduled to begin at 8:00
am EDT. Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., provided the members additional details for a field trip
that he was leading to Pine Mountain near Cumberland, Kentucky. Blaine Ferrell then ran
through the day’s bird checklist with the members. A good variety of raptors and at least
one Common Raven were observed, as were good numbers of migrating warblers, vireos
and thrushes.
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., then announced the evening’s speakers Bob and Martha
Sargent of the Hummer/Bird Study Group. Brainard and Mark Monroe had visited the
Sargents a few years ago to train to band hummingbirds. Because Martha was overcoming a
cold, Bob led the evening’s discussion entitled “The Ruby-throated Hummingbird: The All
American Bird.”
The presentation focused on hummingbird biology, and the members were transfixed
by the amazing stories shared by Mr. Sargent. He taught the members a great deal about the
life history of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, a species which he affectionately described as
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“hateful” on numerous occasions. Bob told the members about albino and leucistic plumages of hummingbirds and how to recognize the various types. He also gave many great
identification tips for all species of hummingbirds, but he went into great detail explaining
the differences between the sexes of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds and the differences
between age classes. He discussed the nesting habits of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds and
told the story of many unique locations where hummingbird nests have been found. In an
interesting note, Bob told the members that most hummingbirds that nest in April are not
successful. He thinks that rainfall causes the loss of many of these nests.
After covering Ruby-throated Hummingbirds in great detail, Bob then talked about
Rufous Hummingbirds. He told the members that in the southeastern U.S., the Rufous is the
most common winter hummingbird. He described the Rufous Hummingbird as the meanest
of the hummingbirds; “these are hateful birds” said Sargent. He told the members the story
of a Rufous Hummingbird banded in Florida during the winter that was recaptured on the
breeding ground on an island off the coast of Alaska. He also talked about Black-chinned
Hummingbirds. He gave the members good tips to help them identify this western species
as well as many others that have occurred in the eastern United States as vagrants. Bob
concluded the presentation taking many questions from the members in attendance. While
he frequently described hummingbirds as “hateful”, it was clear to the members that he
loved these little birds and had made a lifelong commitment to studying them. Mr. Sargent
encouraged all KOS members to join the Hummer/Bird Study Group. More details about
the organization can be found at the following web site link (www.hummingbirdsplus.org).
At the completion of the presentation, President Scott Marsh thanked the Sargents for
their presentation and then thanked the members for their attendance. With no further items,
he then closed the fall 2011 meeting of the Kentucky Ornithological Society.
Attendance at the Fall 2010 K.O.S. Meeting
Alexandria:
Bagdad:
Bowling Green:
Burlington:
Carlisle:
Frankfort:
Glasgow:
Lexington:
Louisville:

Middlesboro:
Morehead:
Mt. Sterling:
Munfordville:
Murray:
Owensboro:
Pineville:
Prospect:
Richmond:
Science Hill:
Somerset:
Floyds Knobs, IN:

Mary Beth & Ron Lusby
Horace Brown
Blaine Ferrell
Lee & Lynda McNeely
Virginia & Wendell Kingsolver
Joyce Bender, John Brunjes, Joyce Fry, Barry Howard, Gary Sprandel, Shawchyi Vorisek
Sandra Moss
Rhonda Bryant, Phyllis Deal, Scott Marsh, Jessica Moss, Bobbi &
Lou Shain, Jim Williams
Bonnie Avery, Mary Bill Bauer, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Carol Besse,
JoAnn & Carl Bochmann, Richard Cassell, Eddie Huber, Cheryl
& Scott Jones, Mark Monroe, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Ben &
Mary Yandell
Judy Golden
Fred, Joanna, & Katie Busroe, Brian Reeder
Gerald Robe
Janet & Steve Kistler
Hap Chambers, Melissa Easley
Patricia Augenstein, Janet Howard
Steve Coomes
Win Ahrens, Carol & Paul McAllister
Andy Newman, Brenda & Pete Thompson
Roseanna Denton
Linda McClendon
Tom Becker, Colleen Craven-Becker
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Birds Observed at the Fall 2011 K.O.S. Meeting
The following bird species were observed at the Fall 2011 K.O.S. meeting; areas visited
included Pine Mountain State Resort Park, Cumberland Gap National Historical Park, and
Pine Mountain near Whitesburg in Letcher County (L). Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Ruffed
Grouse, Wild Turkey, Double-crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Black Vulture, Turkey
Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier (L), Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk,
Red-shouldered Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Merlin,
Peregrine Falcon, Killdeer, Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Barred
Owl, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied
Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Eastern Phoebe, White-eyed
Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo (L), Red-eyed Vireo,
Blue Jay, American Crow, Common Raven, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Whitebreasted Nuthatch, Carolina Wren, House Wren (L), Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Eastern
Bluebird, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Swainson’s Thrush, Wood Thrush, American Robin, Gray
Catbird, Northern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, European Starling, Cedar Waxwing,
Ovenbird, Tennessee Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Cape May
Warbler, Black-throated Blue Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Pine Warbler,
Prairie Warbler (L), Palm Warbler, Bay-breasted Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Black-andwhite Warbler, American Redstart, Northern Waterthrush, Common Yellowthroat, Hooded
Warbler, Summer Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, Eastern Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Song
Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow (L), White-throated Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting (L), Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, Brown-headed Cowbird, American Goldfinch, House Sparrow. A total of 108
species was observed during the weekend.

FIELD NOTE
First Kentucky Record of Gray Kingbird
On 24 April 2011, while driving along Lower River Road in western Boone County,
my attention was drawn to a bird perched on a wire alongside the road. While initially
resembling a species of kingbird, several features appeared unlike the expected Eastern
Kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus). I pulled off the road onto a driveway and was able to
observe the bird from a distance of approximately 31 m. Over the next 45 minutes I continued to watch the bird as it frequently made forays to a nearby cultivated field to catch
insect prey, often hovering just above the ground.
During this initial observation the following features were noted: general impression of
of a Tyrannus kingbird. The color of the crown and back was a medium gray. The head
looked large and the birds’s bill was dark in color and noticeably larger and longer than
either an Eastern Kingbird or Western Kingbird (Tyrannus verticalis). A blackish mask
extended from the bill to behind the eye. Underparts were off-white in color with no hint of
yellow. Wings and tail were brownish-gray in color with a light edging in the secondaries
and coverts. The tail did not appear notched but was somewhat ragged toward the end. No
lighter-colored feathering was present on the tip or sides of the tail.
Attempts to contact someone to come and photograph this bird were unsuccessful so I
returned home. After reviewing several field guides for North, Central and South America. I
felt strongly that the bird I had seen was a Gray Kingbird (Tyrannus dominicensis). I am
familiar with the species, having observed it on many occasions in south Florida. A few
observers tried to relocate the bird 25 April but were unsuccessful. I returned to the site on
the afternoon of 26 April and was excited to find the bird still present. Joe Caminiti was
able to arrive a short time later and obtained several photographs using his cell phone
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camera and a spotting scope (see photos on front cover and on p. 124). The photographs in
combination with field notes support the identification as Gray Kingbird. No observed
features were present to indicate possible hybridization with another member of the genus
of Tyrannus, and other possibilities would seem to be eliminated by the combination of
field marks observed. Despite visits by other birders in the following days, the Gray
Kingbird was not seen again. If accepted by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee, this
will represent the first documented record of the species in Kentucky.
Gray Kingbird is most common as a breeding bird throughout the Caribbean region
and peninsular Florida. It also nests sparingly along the Gulf Coast west to Mississippi, and
along the Atlantic coast north to South Carolina. It is rarely found breeding far from coastal
sites with the exception of the southern limits of its breeding range in Venezuela (Armistead
and Iliff 2003). A compilation of 165 vagrant records for Gray Kingbird through December
2000 noted all but 19 of those records reported from coastal areas (Armistead and Iliff
2003). Domagalski (2008) lists only 11 inland records through 2008 for the eastern and
central United States. Seven of those records are from Ontario (all late summer and fall)
with the other four coming from Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri. Only the Illinois
and Missouri records represent presumed “overshooting” spring migrants while fall
vagrancy is more likely due to “misorientation.” Weather patterns do not seem to have a
strong influence on Gray Kingbird vagrancy (Armistead and Iliff 2003). The spring season
for northern Kentucky was marked by above-average rainfall.
Literature Cited
Armistead, G., and M. Iliff. 2003. The vagrancy of Gray Kingbird in North America. North
American Birds 47:148-161.
Domagalski, R. 2008. Midcontinent Rare Bird Records. Electronic version available at:
http:wsobirds.org/wso_midcontinent birds_test6.html. Accessed 20 September 2011.
—Lee McNeely, 3579 Burlington Pike, Burlington, KY, 41005.

NEWS AND VIEWS
Visit the K.O.S. Website
To learn about the Kentucky Ornithological Society, visit the KOS website maintained
by Dr. Gary Ritchison at http://www.biology.eku.edu/kos/default.htm.

K.O.S. Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available
The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the
deeper appreciation of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants of
up to $500, please contact Scott Marsh by mail at 4401 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY, 40509, or via email at (scott.marsh@insightbb.com).

K.O.S. Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Avian Research Grants Available
The Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky
with monetary awards of up to $1000. For guidelines on how to apply, please visit the
K.O.S. web site (http://www.biology.eku.edu/kos/monroe.htm) or contact either Shawchyi
Vorisek, Ky. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY,
40601 (shawchyi.vorisek@ky.gov) or Dr. Blaine Ferrell, Ogden College of Science and
Engineering Dean’s Office, Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green, KY, 42101
(blaine.ferrell@wku.edu).
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During 2011, the Kentucky Bird Records Committee updated the list of “Review
Species,” or those species for which documentation must be provided for reports to be
considered for inclusion on the official list of bird species documented as having occurred
within the state.
Black-bellied Whistling-Duck
Fulvous Whistling-Duck
Brant
Eurasian Wigeon
Mottled Duck
Cinnamon Teal
Tufted Duck
King Eider
Harlequin Duck
Red-throated Loon
Pacific Loon
Yellow-billed Loon
Western Grebe
Black-capped Petrel
Audubon’s Shearwater
Band-rumped Storm Petrel
Wood Stork
Northern Gannet
Neotropic Cormorant
Anhinga
Brown Pelican
Tricolored Heron
Reddish Egret
Glossy Ibis
White-faced Ibis
Roseate Spoonbill
Swallow-tailed Kite
White-tailed Kite
Northern Goshawk
Swainson’s Hawk
Prairie Falcon
Yellow Rail
Purple Gallinule

Whimbrel
Hudsonian Godwit
Red Knot
Little Stint
Curlew Sandpiper
Ruff
Red Phalarope
Black-legged Kittiwake
Sabine's Gull
Black-headed Gull
Little Gull
Mew Gull
California Gull
Iceland Gull
Lesser Black-backed Gull*
Great Black-backed Gull*
Sooty Tern
Gull-billed Tern
Sandwich Tern
Black Skimmer
Pomarine Jaeger
Parasitic Jaeger
Long-tailed Jaeger
Long-billed Murrelet
Band-tailed Pigeon
White-winged Dove
Inca Dove
Common Ground-Dove
Groove-billed Ani
Snowy Owl
Green Violetear**
Blk.-chinned Hummingbird**
Rufous Hummingbird**

Say's Phoebe
Vermilion Flycatcher
Ash-throated Flycatcher
Western Kingbird
Gray Kingbird
Northern Shrike
Black-capped Chickadee
Brown-headed Nuthatch
Rock Wren
Bewick’s Wren
Mountain Bluebird
Varied Thrush
Smith's Longspur
Black-throated Gray Warbler
Green-tailed Towhee
Spotted Towhee
Clay-colored Sparrow
Bachman's Sparrow***
Sage Sparrow
Nelson's Sparrow****
Harris's Sparrow
Black-headed Grosbeak
Painted Bunting
Yellow-headed Blackbird
Hooded Oriole
Bullock’s Oriole
Scott’s Oriole
Red Crossbill
White-winged Crossbill
Common Redpoll
Lesser Goldfinch
Evening Grosbeak
Eurasian Tree Sparrow

_________________________________________________________________________
Notations:
*
**
***
****

–
–
–
–

Reports away from Kentucky Lake, Lake Barkley, and Smithland Dam.
Banded hummingbirds do not require review.
Review if outside established Fort Campbell breeding range.
Review if other than during late September/October fall migration period.
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The Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC) is charged with determining the
validity of records of rare and out-of-season birds in Kentucky. Sightings of such birds
should be documented with information supporting the identification promptly submitted to
the KBRC. Photographic evidence is desirable but not essential. Electronic documentation
is preferred and should be submitted to KBRC Secretary, Ben Yandell, via e-mail at
secy@kybirdrecords.org. Hard copy documentation should be mailed to Ben Yandell,
KBRC Secretary, 513 Lymington Ct., Louisville, KY 40243.

The Kentucky Warbler Available in PDF Format
Members of the Kentucky Ornithological Society who wish to receive their quarterly
journal, The Kentucky Warbler, in electronic format rather than hard copy through the mail
may now do so. In the new and here-to-stay digital age, we have found that some members
prefer to have a searchable electronic format. The board of the Kentucky Ornithological
Society has discussed the eventual scanning of all back issues of The Kentucky Warbler to
PDF format and making them available on the internet, but that project may be a few years
away. If you wish to receive future issues of The Kentucky Warbler in digital PDF format,
email the Society’s Corresponding Secretary, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., at the following
address: brainard@mindspring.com.
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Western Sandpiper (adult), Christian
17 July 2011
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.

Peregrine Falcon chicks (5), Carroll
17 May 2011
Tonya Mammone

Tricolored Heron, Pulaski
22 July 2011
Roseanna Denton

Neotropic Cormorant (adult), Lake No. 9
1 July 2011
Ben Yandell

Gray Kingbird, Boone
26 April 2011
Joe Caminiti

Pied-billed Grebe on nest, Morgan Pond
15 June 2011
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.

