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PREFACE. 

On the morning of Friday, Ja1'!.uary 30, Floyd Collins; a 
resident of Barren County, in the heart of the ''cave couri
try<j of Kentucky

1 
entered ft cavern a short distance from 

his home-entere(l never to retnrn. 
\Vhen Collins disappeared into this cave he vtas engaged 

in what had been to him for years a customary ,task, that 
uf cave exploration. He "\.Vas unknov,:n beyond the im

mediate neighborhood 0£ hls home. 

By Monday, the name of Floyd CoHins had flashed 
through the country. The hopes and fears of the nation 
centered a.round that cave mouth, For two ,veeks the world 
kept vigil there for Collins wa:-; trapped in the narrow fis~ 
sure, caught far beneath the surface by a {aHing boulder 
that pinned him by the feet just af he was crawling out to 
tell the ne,v.:S o[ a wonderful unde:-gronnd chamber he harl 
dist:overed, He ·was held prisoner under conditions more 
app;:111ing, more fcadul than had eve:r been known or im
agined, Caught at the entrance of that narrov.0 passage 
to the npper earth, through ,:vhich a man could just squeeze 
his ,vay, Floyd Collin:- was in a position -.,,vhere friends and 
relatives C(~uld crawl to him, talk to him, take him food and 
endeavor 1lesperately to extricate him. nut they could 
not free him. Then carae the fall of earth that shut him 

nff completely, 
In a few days all the resources of mechaaical power, 

man labor a!l.d engineering skill ,vere about that cave 
mottth seeking to save Floyd Collins from undergoing liv
ing death in the cold and the darkness beneath the earth, 
striving to sink the shaft through the rocky ledges that 
would bring him out \vhile yet there ,vas life. 

It ,vas a race and a fight~ a race and a fight such as men 

never thrilled over before. 



Louisville, Ky., Feb. 27, 1925. 

Afr. Howard W. Hartley, 
Louisville Post. 

Nfy dear Mr. Hartley: 

I have read with great care and interest your 
story entitled "The Tragedy of Sand Cave" and 
wish to commend your work in the highest possi
ble terms. Although I appreciate the prominent 
part you have seen fit to give me in this 1•olume, 
yet I feel wholly undeserving of such praise. 
1-Iowever, I am convinced that you have chron
icled the main facts surrounding this great drama 
in a true, forceful and readable manner and 
that all of us engaged in the rescue work, in fact 
the nation, which took such interest in the case, 
owe you a debt of gratitude for this great work. 

Yours sincerely, 

H. T. CARNIICHAEL, 
Gen. NI gr. Ky. Rock Asphalt Company. 

PROLOGUE. 

FA TE seems to have selected Floyd Collins as a fig
ure for the nation's Hall of Fame in early child
hood. Born in the hilly cave region of Kentucky 

in 1890, Collins_ as a boy evinced the passion for exploration 
that cost him his life. 

While his playmates were content to follow the usual 
pastimes of normal boys, Floyd often would desert them 
to worm his way into the yawning caverns. To him glis
tening gy'psum and the pillars of onyx were as wonderful 
as the coveted birds' eggs and he sought them ardently. 
This queer turn of mentality caused his parents much 
,vorry and his father, Lee Collins, a devout church goer. 
often was haunted with the premonition of disaster. 

Gro\ving into manhood among crude surroundings, 
Collins did not begin the professiorial exploration of caves 
until after he accidentally discovered Crystal Cave in De
cember, 1917. One morning, while making the round of 
his traps set for ,voodchuck and other small animals, Floyd 
discovered that a trap had been sprung and dragged away 
by its captive. 

Search for the 1.voodchuck and the trap revealed a small 
hole on the crest of a ridge near the Collins home. After 
much squirming and considerable excavation, Floyd suc
ceeded in enlarging the hole sufficiently to .permit the en

. trance of his entire body. Once inside all thoughts of the 
trap were abandoned for the hole proved to be a natural 
water drain leading into a vast pit tbat yawned downward 
a distance of 237 feet. 

Thus Crystal Cave was discovered. Floyd was given 
a half interest in the cave and he, his father and three 
brothers, l\!larsh~ll, Homer, and Andrew Lee opened up 

'the cave for commercial purposes. The venture did not 
pay as well as was expected, due to the location at a point 
too far from a passable highway, but the cave today has 



great possibilities -in that it· is t~t'garcfed generally as· one 
of the most beB..Htiful in Kentucky. -

Aiter Floyd disc,;,\·ere<l Crystal Cave his services were 
eagerly scug·ht by a 11umber of farmers of Barren. Hart 
a:1.d Edrnonson Cou::1ties as· a professional explorer. He 
,vorked ah:vays on- contracts s6pulating that the discoverer 
\Vas to be deeded- a lialf interest in the new cave, 

Thus Collins made his living. He was boarded by those 
fur whom he· ,-vorked an(, his fimmcial out1ay was smalL 
Sheer joy of e:xploratlor, and _t~1e hne oi great \vealth~ 
should he open up a cr,ve of s1ich· proportions as .Mammoth 
0r the HC\V entrance droYe him T)11 in the face of great 
dangers. That the teeth uf the caYe dragon dose·d upon 
him in San<l C2.vern was the natural course of event~. 
l'loyd had often been warned and had laughed a.~ those 
vvho feared. For his ,va.s the courage of the Vikings. 
They scoffed at the periis of uncharted seas as he madei 
light o: eYen more fearful dangers -of the hnd below the 

~urfac.e., 
Collins began v,;orking in Sand Cavern about the first 

vveck nf January, 1925, after a. contract had been drawn up" 
hetv,,-ecn ~imse1f, Bee Doyle1 F.:dvvard Estes anp J. L. Cox; 
all farmers owning land adj!)ining the narrow water fissure. 
That this fissure, located -on Doyle's farm, seven and one
lrnli miles s_nutheast of Cave City, should be called Sand 
CaYe \ya;; pure1y accidental. Flo:-·d named it after he f.ound 
,Yhite sand in it::: strata-~tnd the. title was promptly adopted 

ior want of a better one. 
_-\n illustration o-f Cf:)lllns' fortitude is the story of his 

plight while exploring Crystal Cave in 1923. He was 
wedged in a tight_passage for t\venty hours but lay quietly 
while frantic frler:ids effected his rele::i.se. Other men would 
base tt-1..ken warnin:g· ,hut Collins again threw .the gauntlet 
o{ (bring in the teeth of a relentless Fate and contlnued 

exploring the· next morning, 
:3o wh2.t has gone before iUuStra.tes the ch~racter ,.of the 

5torr's central figure, 1t reveals hin1 as a true heru, weH 
fitted both mentally and physically to play the lea(\ing role 

ill ·'The 'Tragedy of Sand Cavern.'
1 



CHAPTER 1. 

COLLINS ENTERS THE CA VE. 

A timid sun peeped over the foc1thills of Barren County, 
Kentucky, on the morning oi Friday, January 30. 1925, to 
signal the opening of the drama of the decade. 

Scurrying rain clouds, retreating before a ChiH westerly 
breeze flung back the curtain and the first gray rays stole 
soitly through the tiny panes of a cabin where slept Floyd 
Collins. man of destiny. Beside his crude pallet lay the 
scattered accoutrements oi a true soldier 0£ Fortun(', 
Rough overalls, a worn blue jumper_, a battered kerosene 
iantern, hobnailed boots, and a coil of stout hempen rope. 
Prosaic articles the.Se. Yet just as effective to his kind ct.i 

musket Cir broadsword. 

No bugle roused Collins tn his last journey. No fair 
lady waited to bestow the rose, Outside a quarrelsome 
chanticleer voiced ·his indignance at the impudent sun an(l 
at the fi.n:.t shrill notes CoBins av.-oke. 

As he clumsily adjusted his "armor/' moving slowly 
and with the deliberateness of all hill folk, he pondered 
over plans ior the day. For three long· weeks Collins had 
be·en working on· contract making explorations in a narro,Y 
fissure beneath an overhanging cHff located 0n th<' farm 
of Bee Doyle, a faithful friend of Floyd. 

Because it was believed this fissure lead into a vast 
cave, as large and beautiful as Mammoth, Onyx. Crystal 
or any uf the other principal ''tourist" caverns of Barren, 
Hart or Edmonson_ Counties. Collins was engaged on 
contract to Doyle, Edward Estes and J. L. Cox, ov,:ners of 
three farms adjoining the mouth of the fissure. H a cave 
were opened, it was calculated that the underground area 
might lie beneath these farms. Hence the triple agreement 
between Collins and the farmers. 
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Th~ pact had "been dl1ly sign~ed and. set forth that in the 
event Collins opened up a cave of sufficient size and beauty 
to justify conimercfalization, the Giscoverer -..vas _to bec0!11C 

half owner. The other half was to be held jointly by 
Do:yle, Estes and C0x, Colli1~s v,ras to be boarded .;,veek 
about'' by the three far~ners,. On this partlcuiar morning 
he 1vas residing at Doyle's home, located at the 5ide of 
the highvvay betvveen C~tve City and 1':L:unmoth Cave and 
a quarter of a mile from the rnuuth of the fissure leading 
Into Sand Cavern . 

Floyd h~d been engag·ed i'r: thi.s particulat exploration 
ft1r about three weeks. Two days before, he had sloshed 
through. the rain to Doyle's h01:ue after speading· almost 
thfrty h~rnrs toiling 1n the r:.arro\v aperature, pn:padng· 
tr for the 5nal dash to t\::e cave he knew lay beneath the 
wofJded ridge. This absence had alarmed Doyle, v;rho knew· 
the danRer of the joh. The conscientious farmer had gone 
tn the black mouth of the fissure a:iiter Floyd had been 
abser:t twenty-four houn:; only to ·be reassured by the cheery 
voice of the explorer thnt ·•everything was all " But 
an hour after ·Do;r:Ie departed, Collins e;H:ountered the final 
obstacle blocking· his path to the first -Ie,;,el o.f the cave, a 
solid., jutting ledge of Er:1esto:ce. O,·er this hung a 1onse 
strata of muck and sandstone bon1<lcrs . 

Finding h impossible to loosen the 
and hammer, Co11ins used dynamite. 

ledg;e ,\1ith chisel 
I-Jc made a brief 

~urvey after the biast and the·task hi.: set' out to accomp1i.sh 
(JlJ this fatal Friday morning was tu dear a,vay the debns, 

The faithful Doyle v,,as ,vaiting when Cc,llins had fin
ished dressing a:Hl the r◊-ugh tab1e _bore a simple bre;::ikfast· 
of salt pork, potatoes, corn bread an<l steaming cuffee. 

Floyd spoke bt1t little 2.s he sa-~ munchiag vvhat was 
to be his last full meaL He tc,ld Doyle of the dynarniting 
and predicted that the day would find him in the depths 
oi a vvondrous cave, more beautiful than anything yet dis.
covered, 
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Alma Clark, Who Once Was 
One of Floyd's Close -

Friends. 
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"I know this thing vvill pan out," Floyd explained to 
Doyle. "If I can get down to the pit and get through to 
the main avenue, I am sure it will lead to a cave as big 
as Mammoth. Perhaps this ~vill develop another entrance 
to Mammoth. And if it does, you and I will wear fine 
clothes." 

But Doyle was so apprehensive that he paid little 
attention to Floyd's exultant prophesies. All through thC 
stormy night he had been haunted by grim visions of dis

aster. 

Admonishing Collins to beware of the loosely hanging 
rock in the tortuous passage, Doyle met schoolboy reassur
ance, for Floyd was too near the goal to be halted by what 
he termed "scairdcat talk." 

The hasty meal finished, Collins bade farewell to Doyle, 
shouldered his sack of tools and departed for the fissure. 

Pausing only long enough to exchange his 1;voolen coat 
for the denim jumper and to light his lantern, Collins 
plunged into the rocky slit, crawling on hands and knees 
for a distance of thirty feet. Here he was compelled to 
flatten his body and the remainder- of the journey ·was ef
fected in this posture. 

Close your eyes for a moment! Imagine a stovepipe. 
coiling, twisting under itself, filled ,vith loosely hanging 
boulders, sharp jagged ledges, spiraling downYvard through 
a strata of muck and rock. Its average height is eighteen 
inches. Its \.vidth scarcely large enough to permit the· 
passage of a human body. At onJy two points is its ceiling 
sufficiently high to enable the explorer to reverse his body. 
It is cold, dank and the rocks drip icy s,veat. So 
dark is it that the inky blackness seems to press 
upon your body like an unseen hand. Your ears are tor~ 
tured by the spasmodic crash of falling boulders farther 
on into the yawning pit. Your heart pounds madly and 
your lungs seem incapable of sucking in the chill air fast 
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enough to•~ cool a br0vv made hot by, fe,a-r of impending 
death. 

1t was into ,:,uch a fissure that Floyd Collins Yenturcd 
for his last excursion into the ca-veland ! And he entered 
it i-esolutely, ,vithout faltering, calm -.,vith the assurance 
of previous t~·ips that had been successful. T'hrusting the 
o:il lantern ahead and holding tight to the .:,hc,i-t -steel crow
bar, the explorer reached the ":-ogueeze," a partkubrly n:11:
row "s"-shaped passage. Vlrig-gllng like an earthworm. 
Collins passed this dangerous douhle turn and within 
t,venty minutes after leaving the surface ,vas at the scene· 

i\f the dynamite blast. 

He found the expio.'5ion had completely loosened the 
jutting ledge and ;-1. ferv t~xtra strokes from his crowbas 
remov-ed a11 of the obstruction, Buf above his head hung 
a huge egg~shaped bouider1 1.vei1,;hing -approximately 100 
pound;:; and held in place, sharp point downv;ard, by a 
small wedge rock. In a11 of his J_)rt:\'l{;u.s trips Collins had 
learned to respect that 1.vedge. Ele k:1ew it meant dis-aster 
if he should brush against jt. And .s◊. as he wriggled O\"Cf 

the lip of the pit and .s,vung do\Yn on a rope adjusted a 
week before, he little n~alized that this small rock ,vould 
p!ay sueh a11 important part ln the tragic e-vents- leading
to hfa death, 

Dropping nimbly frci-m the ro_pe and alighting on the. 
!k,or of the pit, Collins ,valked straight fonvard. He tta"'\:
ers~<l proha.h1y a hundred yards, turned sharp to -the left 
and found himself in a wondrous cavern! Its ,vaU-s glis
tened -..vlth gleaming gypsum and the stalactltes festooned 
iike lfrown lcicle,5 from the vaulted ceiling, 

For a moment Collins was dumfounded by the \·ery 
beauty of it alL Then the realization of .victory smote his 
senses. He rushed back along the cavern floor to the dan
gling rope and began the long climb to the fissure high 
above. 
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.. .,. . - ·-
long stays· in tht caves ·would n6t bt lndicative of disaster. 
So chance of discovery before the passag_e of at least twen
ty-four hours ·was remote, and Collins knew it. 

The next thing Coll-ins considered 1:vas his light, 
\vhich iay at his head on a narrmv !edge, He. seized it 
H'ith frantic hands and shook it to test the oil content 
Only a shall,-)w gurgle was heard, probably enough to iur
nis!1 illumination for three or :four hours. The crowbar 
rested beside his left hand. His right arm was partly 
pinioned by the trapped leg and could not be withdrawn, 
So all the "\\'Ork ,vlth the crowbar must be done v:.ith the 
left arm and hand. 

VVith these harn.Jv,ring· thoughts filling his rnind 1 Collins 
began fighting alone against th~ forces that held him pris
oner. Clink.! clink! clink! T'he pokes of the cramped arm 
.sent the pojnt of the crow bar but feebly against the rocky 
mass. Once the point hit too high,- sending down another· 
shower oi smaller boulders, coyering Cullins' body almost. 
to the breast! 

\Vork fiye minutes, rest thirty. Such was Collins' 
schedule for the first· three hours. The yellow flame oi 
his lantern d\vindled lo1ver and iov✓er. Creeping do\vn 
from above, ever nearer and v.rlth the relentlessness of the 
sea, came the tidal wave of inky darkness. No sound came 
to his ears hut the hoarse ,vhist1e of his own breath. 
Though the air currents in the tunnel \Vere near the freez
ing point, CoHins soon was 1-vet ,vith swC:4t ·and the icy 
drip from ti:e rocks above stabbed like tiny daggers- as 
tltey foll upon his grimy face and neck 

By tw0 o'clock in the afternoon. only a 'tiny Bame re
mained, dehoting the draining of the last drop of oil through 
the wick At b;:t it flickered feebly-and went out. And 
for the first tlme the cold :ingers oi Fear dasped Floyd 
Collins' brave heart. The passing of the Hght meant the 
exit oi hope _unless some human could move the rock-bound 
shackle, 
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But while these thoughts filled Collins' mi1Hli vvhat was 
happening on the surface? 

CHAPTER !IL 

THE DISCOVERY. 

V\i'hi;e Collins spent ,:1is fits'~- night·"',f agony ln the tun
nel a violent rainstorm s,vept Harrer: County. The Yivid 
flashes of lightning and deafening crashes of thunder 
awakened Doyle; and the farmer, as if by instinct, tnade his 
\\·ay to Cnllin5' bedroom to ascertain if Floyd had c0me 
ho:ne. H c fnnnd -the bed unruffled and 1could not s:eep the 
remainder' nf ti1e night A.s soon as it -,;yas light enough to 

make ~1is over t;1c ridge 'Lo the :1otYJC of Edward gstes, 
Duyle donned his raincoat a!1d hurried to the neighl:-iur's to 
£nd uut -if Floyd had come to the- Estes home because he. 
C>.Jttid find quicker :1helt<"r the1~e. Estes did not seem to be 
afarme:d ,vht>n: t,o1d of ·Collins' absence and reassured Do.yle 
that 'the ex.plnn:r probably \.Voul:1 be waiting for him 1Yhen 

Doyle returned horn::. His m:nd still troubled wi,vh·.- strong 
fear, T)()yle tctracec! his, :->teps but could -find no :race of 
Collins. 

Ha\'in.~~- gulped do,wn • a hasty breakia:St, Do_y!c- returned 
tn the Estes home, this tirne insisting that Estes ·lllvesti
gate, and the latter, ·a stolid man, at last consented calling 
his s-on J ewelL a stur<ly lad of seven:cen sum•·a1ers, to go 
with him to Sand Cave and to assist in the search for Collins. 
·1'hc thre~ searc:-her.s were sttrprise,C: to find Collin~' coat and 
cap hanging 011 a 1·ockr ledge just otttsiG.e the fissnre. Thes,e 
artide.s bore r:ante evidence t:lat disaster had nverta.ken the 
-explorer. Because the boy, Jewell, was of slender, wiry 
build, he was selected to enter the tune.el and wa-s cl,:,sely 
follffi,ved by his ·father, a rather portly rnan, with Doyle 
bringing up the rear. The elder Estes ·was able to proceed 
only as :far as the squeeze, and -there he yvas blocked the 
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.. 
narrow rock wills. Instructing his son to procel.~d further, 
the 'h.v'o farmers lay face downward in the tun1nel shouting 
directions to the boy, who showed rare gameness by push
ing on until he reached a point fifteen or twenty feet from 
Collins, ·when he succeeded in geHirng a feeble response frum 
him, who by this time was half asleep and partly overcome 
by cold and terror. 

Young Estes clamibered head foremost down to Collins 
and wa·s the first to learn fmm the explorer exactly ·whait 
had happened. "Go back out and hurry over to the home
place and tell the folks," was Collins' first order to young 
Estes. "Jviy legs are caught by at least one rock hut if you 
can get me a •crO\vbar anid have my brothers come -over vvith 
some of the oit'her boys, I rbelicve I -can get out of here 1vlt:h
out much trouble." 

Young Estes left his lantern, when Floyd begged pite
ottsly for the ligrht, explaining that it was heartening to him. 
The lad then turned around and ,can1,e out head foremost. 
reaching his father and explaining the situa,tion,. 

The elder Estes accompanied by Doyle rode muleback to 
1:ihe Collins' ·home, arriving t'here at noon on Satur-day, Jan
nary 3L The Collins family had just finished dinner and 
Estes was met at tbe door by Lee Collins, the aged father. 

''Floyd is hung in Sand Cave and 1,,vants yuu all to come 
over right away," Estes explained. 

The el,der Collins stood for a rnom-ent a,s if smitten by a 
lightning bolt. "You are to blame," he exclaimed, his 
voice shaking with poorly suppressed anger, "You men got 

, T '=1 him to go in tha•t hole and now yon got him killed.·" hen 
the white-haired father realized that now was the time for 
action and not for word·s, an:d so, ·hurrying back into the 
cabin, he notified Marshall Collins, a younger brother and 
instructed other members of the family to telephone L-ou
isville and to inform Homer Collins, the second brother, who 
was working in the Kentrncky metropolis. The elder Col-
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lins, his son, E3tes and Doyle hurrjed back to Sand CaYe 
stopping at eve;ry fatmhouse to spread rt:he alarm. ·Tele
phones jingled aii along the party litkS :ea ding to Cave Chy 
and the operators at the S\Vitchboards assisted materially 
ir, arousing the cnnnt1-ys1Cle. By the- .time, the relatives anrl 
the hvo farmers rc<1ch0d the cavern from the Co1hns home, 
c·ight rniles dis,tant. bet,,:een tnteu·ty-fi ve ancl thirty farm0rs 
,,i all a_;;es stood avva11tl!TC[ tl;em. 

'i\tia~·shall Cuilins immediately organized a partr of Yol
untccr.s and crawled in:o the ca-rern ,vhl'rc he found the '.-1t-· 
1mLin11 practkally ·c1nchanged. )'he brother tried frantically 
with a longer crovvbar to reac:1 the rock resting on Floyd's 
foot but found this was impossible, due to the fact that he 
wa;-J cornpcl1ed ~o reach O-\'C'.f a11d 11nder ~he rc,cky ledge 
bf:neath which Floyd rec.linrt',I. The Jantern was repJaeed 
by a ga.~oJinc tons,h for vvhich Fl-nyd \Vas ext:·emely gratefnl. 
'f'hc party· of n•s,,:uers after re1hai11ing in the tunnel for 
approxlmateJ~, three honrs, ,:ame out and prepared a mun
ber nf gra~s ·sacks and secured a rubber coat vvhid'1 they 
took in ,-vith theril aga)n, placing the sacks under the- upper 
part of Coilins' body and arranging the rubber coat as an 
a\Yning to •.vard off the mad(lening dripping oi the ,vater 
\v!1ich had fallen contiauo:::si.y on Floyd's fac·e. 

l.Iomer Collins-cottrageou.s and 
from LonisviHe on the train1 reaching 

1mf earin:5'---ardYed 
Cave City at five-

thirty of that Ee m,G,de a :·ecord rnh to the -cave 
in a battered Ford and. found a little gro-up of rescncrs. \-vho 
looked more like 2. column of mourners standing abc,u.: the 
entrance. 'I'he comi:i.g of H om•et se~ved as a rea} stimulant, 
for the lad, though he knev,: no~hing of the dangers that ]ay 
before him, v,·as bubbli:i.g over \Yit11 con5.clen-ce tha·t h-c 
wou:d be able to effect Floyd)s release, .t\nother party went 
into the cave headed '.:>y Hom·er who ,.vas cl-osely followed 
b); :\iarshall. El"om,er weighs ap?roxim-a,tely one hundred 
sixty pounds. He is a man of powerful build with mus-c1es 



.. 
• Tntgedy of Sand Cave 

CHAPTER IV, 
THE FIRST SABBATH-

.. 

39 

Homer CoBins \vas at -last persnaded rn leave: the cave 
at dawn on Sunday morning, February L He ·was worn 
from <Cxha1:stion, bis d-0thing <lrippe<l m.ud an<l icy water1 

and he ,vas on the verge of botih a ne:-vous and ;:,bysical 
collapse. 

Church belts tDHed softly and their mellow notes 
-.v•ere \vait_ed on :he gentle breezes. T-he Re\0 erend Colum
bus Doyle, pastor of a small flock of Ffardshell Baptists. 
ar'rived at the meeting-house to find most of the pe,vs 
empty. Learning frmn ·the few faid1fol in attendance oi the 
disaster that had befallen Flny"<l Collins, w:1om he h,aJ 
knpvvn from childhood, the nriniskr, a man o: .stout heart 
and strong physique ht1rried "':.O ti1e caver11L Ht found a 
:s-ce:1e ,:;f ,vll,d confirnion. His cars, a'!Jhorring profanity. 
were shocked by the oaths uf well-meaning but less devout 
men of the hills. There was no organization~ all was chao:;. 
flamer Collins was in a state of co!lapsr and !1ad offered 
a re\.v·ard of $500 to any man su,cc,oed in rescuing Floyd, 
dead or alive. Shortly :)efo,re noon, a new fig:tre cnte:-e<l 
tl:e picture, Larry B, Fiouper, an d00trician. \vhose. ho:ne 
is in Na::hvi]c, Tenn., but ·who at the time \Vas vishing 
friends in Cave City. Hooper, or "Tennessee1

' as he later 
was affe,c:tionately known 1by the rescuers, damihered d-ow.n 
the shaft landing from the cliffs just as a Harren County 
fanner emergetl foom the tunnel and announced that he had 
been to Collins and felt the cold sweat of death on Floyd's 
forehead, that the explorer's eyes were glazed and that man 
had alrea,dy lost the rare, 

Hooper. though a yonc1g man, knovts men and realized 
from the expression on the fa,ce of 'the inforrn,er that all was 
not \Yell. Ahhong'h Ire '\Vas unfamiliar ,,vith the cha:-actcr 0£ 
the tunnel, "Tennessee11 donned a suit of overalls and crawled 
through the tunnel's bends and twists to the side of the en-
1:ombed man. He spoke to Collins and re.;:eiv,ed a response,, 
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he klt ht::: pulse and found i1 \Va:: steady, he g·ave him a few 
sips of hot coffee, wrapped the CX_j_)lor,e,r rnorc securely in the 
g:ra'>s sa,:ks and ntbhcr coat and then s:·ruggled back to the 
surface, "YV,here is that m,::rn ?'1 shcn1::cd T:Too:_)er, his eyes 
.searchlng wildly for tht farmer "vho had falsely repor1e-d 
Cn\Ens' death. The f2.rmer by th-i;:; -<::-ime yvas hastily s,ca!ing 
the p;:i.tb (t!ld did not lnok ba-d-:, a:3 Hooper shouted, "You 
are a liar. Floyd Collins is aHn; and we can get him out if 
r'.1ne .arc (:nong,'h r<'al men willing to help.'

1 

Hooper was in the caye two hours, and v.-hile engaged 
111 the lie tr.• the report of dFath, i\lagistrate Thomas, 
Clay Turner of Cave City had impznJeled a coroner's jury 
ior the rnu-pose of qne~::io:1\11g lh-e farme:· and Officially rle• 
claring Collins dead. The jury was assembled but it 
promptiy became a -res,:'.ue 1Jaxty ·whe-n Hooper· delivered 

hi,; c-ha:\enge. 
It ~,yas inevitable that the men.a...:e of moun.shine should 

creep into a disorganized ba;1d of rescuers engaged in so 
haza:·don:-:: and e::drnnsi.ing; a task. Probahl:v the fi-tst :,hougl1t 
nf ti:ose. n-ho ·bn;~tght the to the ,mouth of the cav
ern, ,,.,,as th:.::.J the lX'\:\'erl.ul s:imdant might he needed to 
steel the 11t.:rve of the ::nt:11 \Vh•) were trying n1liantly 
and as best ~hey knew to pry the rock from Collin_-;' foot. 

~['here ncn:r ,-vas a sltuati1:1a w-~1~re 1::1oonshine had less 
place:, than vvherc only 1nen in fu:l pos·s.es{;ion oi every fac
ulty could be of any :1se in the tnnrH:'1 an<l t:1osc whose sen
sibilities ,vcrc dulled in the least by artifrcial stim11latic"11, 
wou]d not or1~y be nsele;;:s a,5 rescuers but would ~erious
ly jeopaxdizc the lives of their ::or.1pan-ion6., 

So ifagrant and upe.e \Vas the drinking on Sund'ay night 
that ,the R(',·erencl 1fr. ,])oyle'., \\:·ho came pre-pa::ed to do hi.S 
be::,t and who tried, vvent into t:1.e tnnnel as far as the 
.squeeze, returned home that night fully heart-sick and dfr
gusted. And on through the night, parry aHer party 
crawled to Collins, pottnded vigoroHsly at tbe rock5 and 
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•• gra;~l, ;nd c~-n{e ba-ck exhausted. without effecting rnait,eri.a1 

progress in the task that was foredoomed to failure. 

st> 

CHAPTER V. 

THE WORLD AROUSED. 

Dawn of Monday, Fdbruary 2, found every telephone 
and telegraph wire leading from Cave City to the 1,,vorld 
singing stirring mes-sages for aid. Sensible men of the com
munity had come to realize that human power 1,,vould be fu
tile to cmnba•t the terrific forces that held Oollins in their 
grasp. On the first train reaching Cave City early Monday 
morning, came A. VV. Nichols, staff correspondent of the 
1,,ottisville Herald, the firs,t newspaper man to reach the 
scene. Nichols vvent at once to the cave and succ·eeded in 
penetrating the tt1nnel to abou,t ten or twelve feet from 
Collins. 

"The world is coming, old man," Nichols shouted to the 
entombed explorer, who then was very ·weak and was able 
only to mutter his thanks; the first message Floyd Collins 
sent to an anxious humanity. Nichols told Collins that Lou
isville stood ready to off.er any assistance, financial. human 
or mechanical, to effect a rescue, and in a brief interview 
explained how deeply Kentucky had been. _stirred by the 
tragic plight of the daring hill man. 

Nichols was closely followed by "William Burke Miller 
of the Louisville Courier-Journal, who also penetrated the 
tunnel that morning getting all the way to Collins and in
terviewing him regarding his plight and as to what m-ethods 
Collins would suggest t,o free himself. Lieut. Rohert A. 
Burdon and Private John Blake of the Louisville Fire De
partment accompanied by the writer arrived at Cave City 
on the noon train. The firemen had volunteered their ser
vices and the Lieutenant was in the fissure in less than a-ni 
hour after rea-ching Cave City. 
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After the pu,vedui air compres'.:lor anC: drill, which was 
brought from LouisYllle in a special car donated by the 
L. & K. Rallroad 1 was hauied to the cave by a team o"f six 
hors,es, the apparatus 1vas mmmte,l on the cliffs and p'.'."ep
aratiorrn n·1..,re :nade to nsC' 1t b"~H carefnl investigation of the 
t1:1rncl showed that the s-pace was too small to use a drill, 
thus s\veeping av;,,2y :he only chctnce man ever had to resc:ue 
Flo:v<l Co11lns hy bringing ·):i.m ::hroug,:1 the fissure to the 
surface. E n:.ry effqrt \Vas made to devise a means v.rhereby 
t1w drill t~c:nld be t!sed h1..1t the nc.tura1 contour of the pas
~ag·e made thi~ irr::;10-;sible. 

lt is l~t::;-ioa~ to nnte that Lient. Fh;rdon npon em:erging
to the surface aiter I1iS inspection trip, -:said, "There is only 
one 'Wa_v to save Coll-ins ,vhhout maiming him a:id that fa 
to sink a shaft to h1m,'' 

There 1vas more drinking of :noonshine on :Monday 
night th1n any other night durin1g the rescue, It was th-en 
th;it the ,;:;it11atio11 literally slid from under the control of the 
hard-working but severely handicapped organization. The 
more level-headed vvorkers 0£ the croivd, who stood as
trnmded ,v-hik ,ti11e frolicsome ':opers reeled .dangerously 
fro□ boulder •o ho1-1lder1 engageC: in free fi.'Vt fights and 
broad,caste,d their s,e~itiments to the wo,rk: in raucous 
streams o:": prof:?,nity, reali7cd tha:: tr,oops were needed and 
needed immediately. GnYernor V./illiam J,ason Fields was 
ndtified of the critical situation and ordered engineers of the 
State Higlnvay Department and other experts to proceed at 
once ro Cz,ve City to aid in the 1.·escuc. 

Co11ins by Ivfon;day night ·yvas resflng very \vell, ha,1lng 
been fed t:11·ee times during the day and he indicated his 
ga:irt in strength and sp'irit by asking fo:r ''A mess of fried 

__ onions" his favorite <llSh. It was impo-Ssible, however
1 

to 
give him anything except liquid foods .such as coffee and 
milk, 'fhe c-0ffee, especially-, was of gTea1t va1ne in keepirrg 
hfrn warm, The blctt1ketts covering Collins were changed 
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during t:1e day and Iater in the aiternoon a new plan ,of 
re$CHe was suggested ,by Lieut. Burdon. 

"I believe there is a c·hance to free him if we -can adjust 
a harness about his waist an1d shoul.ders and puH on a rope 
a·ttached to it until Floyd's foot is broken and drawn from 
under the boulder.'' the fireman explalned, 

The harness, hastily constructed of stout leather was 
brought to the cave by Homer Collins, who descended into 
the tunnel with Burd,on an,d );Jiller and ass:isted in adjusting 
it around his brother's body. 

Burdon explained carefully just what they had planned 
to do and Floyd muttered, "Go ahead and pull, I had rather 
be dead than down here.11 \Vhen the final tes:t cam.e and 
Miller and Burdon began putling, Floyd uttered a low moan 
which completely unnerved his brother, ·who was holding 1.o 
the end of the rope and who at first pulled with all of his 
strength. Homer im-mediately stopped pulling and begged 
Burdon and l'viiHer to do likewise. 

'I'he harness was Jeft in pla-ce and the three men returned 
to the surface lo find, out~s,poken complaint among the 
workers against B11rdon's plan of rescue. Homer Collins, 
however 1 saw the Impossibility oi aHempting to remove 
the rock an,d offered $500 to any surgeon in the world who 
v,r-ou!,d be a;)le to amputate Fioyd',s leg and thus free him-. 
But this plan also was not ieasifble because of the utter lack 
of room to permit a surgeon to perform such an operation. 

A conference was '11eld between Lieutens.nt Burdon, Pri
vate Blake, city and county officials and relatives at which 
the fireman explained in detail about the hose hoist plan. 

"It might bre_ak his foot or maim him.'' said Lieut. Bur
don, "but it is the only chance of getting him out.'' 

''Handle him_ a3 you would one of your own," the father 
pleaded. And the words touched the heart of Burdon, who 
realized that the aged parent was not .in ab~olu,te sympathy 
with his system of extricating- Collins, 
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Upon returning to the hotel, after pulling on Collins' 
body sufficiently to straig,hten the torso, I..,:ieut-enant Burdon 
lay awake until t"he \vee honrs, turning O\"er the matter in hi;-; 
mind. He conclnded to secure tvvo hose hoists from the 
LouisYi,lle fire department and dis-patched a message to 
::vfajor _\.lex Ba,che, his ·chief, for this e~uipment. The h-oiSts 
were sent immediately. 

Lieutenant Burdon ·was cunfrdent that, 1:vith the leverage 
of a crowbar, augmenting the power of the hoists, he 1votdd 
be able to drag Collins from beneath the rock arncl ·was de
termined to do this, regardless of lrnvv much ::::uffering he 
wot1k1 -cause. The Louis-,·ille fireman rode. ba,ck to t:he cave 
Tuesday morning and found hi::; hoists had arrived but that 
Gerald had assumed command. Lee Colli1~s. the father, 
appeared highly incensed against Lieutenan't__ Burdon and 
there was I11l1ch hostility among 117any of the rural rescue 
workers. Sensing the sitnahon, Lieutenant Durclon 111.ade 
no ftirther effort to haul Floyd to freedom with the holsts. 

CR-\l'TER VI. 

MOONSHINE-MUCK-MADNESS. 

King Cham; rnlccl Sarnl Cavern from the clis•coycr)" of 
Collins· unti,l the evening of \V cdncsday, 1:."'ehrnary -+. 

I-la \'e you ever ,vitnessed a grade-crossing· fatality? 
Have y,ou l'VCr been ,compelled to stand he'lpl,ess ,vhile a 
l-ocom.oti,-e !bore ckno.-n with relentless spee·d upon a pinioned 
\·ictim? Then imagine how mnch greater your emotion 
would be if three or four groups of earnicst vmrkers, each 
striving: for the ·honor of releasing the trapped victim, jock
eyed for position and 1vasted preci-ons 1110111-ents in sensele-ss 
argument ,vhen only the keen brains of experienced eng-1-
necrs conl-<l save the life of ,the doomed man. 

Such ,vas the situation at Sand Cave on Sunday, .l'vlon
day, Tuesday ·and most of \ 1\T ednesclay. Isaac T. VVoodson, 

I 
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• Fred A. Kratch, monument builders, of Lo:uisville, accom
panied by two of their most expert stone men and en
gineers, Harry Mell and Ralph Gibbs, arrived at the cave 
at six-thirty. o'clock Monday night. They came prepared 
to mJ.ke a survey of the tunnel, to view the situation from 
an engineering standpoint and to \°'-'Ork out a definite plan 
to free Collins. Until their arrival no scientific men had 
been on the scene. 

Imagine our reaction when Ivir. Woodson upon return
ing to the hotel after spending hyo miserable nights in the 
downpour, made this report: "Although \Ve were urged 
by Lee Collins, the father, and Marshall Collins, a brother, 
to take charge and .try and effect a rescue," Mr. \Voodson 
said. "John Gerald, a friend of Flo::/d Collins, who has 
taken charge of the rescue vvork_. refused to permit us to 
enter the cave, and there ,:vas nothing for us to do but re
turn home. We found everything in confusion and several 
hundred men blocking the entrance to the cave. 

"\;\Te had been told that the entrance to the cave was 
,Tery narrow and for that reason Harry Niell and Ralph 
Gibbs, our expert granite a·nd stone cutters, were scantily 
dressed and ready to enter the cave immediately and begin 
the work of rescue. However, the crowd was so dense it 
was impossible for the men to get even close to the en
trance to the cave and they stood around in the cold rain 
for more than five hours waiting for the entrance to be 
cleared. 

"We finally despaired of making any headway l\!Ionday 
night and returned to Cave City for a short _rest, but ,vere 
on the scene again Tuesday morning at five-thirty o'clock. 
We again found the same conditions confronting us, as the 
crowd had not dispersed during the hours between mid
night and morning. In fact, the number had increased 
instead of decreasing, and the entrance to the cave was 
more congested, if possible, than it was on our arrival and 
during our stay Mouday night. 



Tragedy of_ Sand. Ca11e-

"It -.,;vas following our arrival Monday morning that the 
father and one brother of the im.rrisoned man appealed to 
ns to start the rescue work. \Ve told them that ·while \Ve 

were there as volunteers we felt sure we would be able tn 
effect a resctle if given the right to undertake the ·work and 
carry out our m,·n plans \vithout interference. As 11r. 1fell 
and :Mr. Gibbs are knmvn experts in their line and ,vere 
willing to risk their lives to save the life of a fellow human 
being, l\.1r. Kratch and myself felt they should be unham
pered in their ,vork of rescue, or atten;ipted rescue, and 
asked that the cave entrance be cleared and no one pct
mitted to enter ·while our men 1vere at work. 

'(It ,vas at this juncture that John Gerald informed us 
he was in charge of the rescue 1,,vork at the request of the 
imprisoned man, and that he would not permit our ,vork
men to enter the cave v,rith the tools necessary to carry on 
the 1vork or even to make a survey to ascertain what, in 
their opinion, is necessary to effect a rescue. \Vith that 
situation prevailing it was useless for us to remain longer 
on the scene, hence our returi1 to Louisville." 

Ivfr. Kratch said that while neither he nor either of the 
experts entered the cave and did not know the exact con
ditions prevailing in the immediate vicinity of the impris
cmed man, he 1:vas convinced, from ,vhat v1ras told him by 
men who had been inside, that the ·only method by which 
Collin-':3 could be safely rescued v;as to use a small drill 
and chip av,ray a little at a time of the stone or boulder 
which had fallen across his left ankle and foot. "It vvas 
our opinion," said I\-1r. Kratch, "that if a large drill ,vas 
u:::ed or an effort ffiade to raise the boulder it will result 
in the 1valls of the cave giving away and not only mean 
the death uf Collins. but of those 1vho are attempting the 
rescue. 

"Our experts were ready on arrival at the cave at six
thirty o'clock J\![onday evening to mike a survey and begin 
work immediately after they had determined the best meth-
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od to pursue, but as the cave, entrance was clustered with 
more than a hundred men \:vho refused to make room for 
our workmen we had to withdra"v until a more opportune 
time. However, conditions were even worse Tuesday 
morning, and finally Gerald assumed full charge and r:e
fused to permit the experts to enter the cave. 

"From the information we received from those who 
had been in the cave and been close enough to Collins 
to·- talk to him," Mr. Kratch said, "we know it will be 
necessary for the rescuers to enter the cave, or that 
part of it where the man is imprisoned, head first. \/Ve 
also knovv that it is a hazardous undertaking and one 
that requires great skill if a rescue is to be made. With 
those conditions prevailing it vvas only fair, if Ivir. Mell 
and 1\1r. Gibbs \Vere to undertake the work, that they 
should be permitted to use their own judgment in map
ping out a plan of procedure. This_ suggestion was turned 
down by Gerald, who refused to make an_y effort to keep 
the crowd back or permit the ex1~erts to enter. In fact, we 
were pointedly told our services were not needed." 

Until hearing these words from the Louisville monu
ment men, it had been our impyession that Gerald was 
doing excellent work and we still believe he did what he 
thought ·was best. Dut, while pondering over the delays 
and the nerve-racking aimlessness of the rescue work up 
to that point, 1\!Iarshall Collins and Edward Estes came 
voluntarily to the writer and reported several matters ex
tremely suspicious relative to Gerald. It seemed to be 
.Marshall's opinion that Gerald deliberately blocked the 
effort of Louisville monument engineers, while Estes' ideas 
were even .more sensational than his companion's. By this 
time the Louisville engineers had left the cave utterly dis
gusted and Marshall seemed so anxious to have them re
turn and make their survey that I advised Estes to hurry 
to Cave City and bring the experts back with him. They 
did not come back, having left on the afternoon train before 
Estes could reach the depot, 

' 
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::VIeanYrhile party after party ,vent in and c2.me out of 
the tunneL Sor:1e of those, who started so braYely, faltered 
hy the wayside. This \Yas proved vthen Lieut. Burdon 
discovered bottles of milk a:1d coffee c.nd packets o: lunch 
tucked in crevices far fron1 Collins. One could not be sure 
that the reports he heard from the n:ajority of the rescuers 
were true. Some would say that Collins -,,vas strung aed 
brave, others would report the expiorer in virtual collapse 
1vith death hovering near. But it seemed the conce:1sus 
of opinion of thoEc: who really got to Collins that the strain 
w:is already 'breaking a brave splrit. 

Two valiant figu:-es entered the drama late il'londay 
night, <liBtinctly contrasting· to. the gang oi drunken 
roisterers holding orgy in the ·valley, These ,vere Lieut. 
Ben \Veils, a stl"i:1pplng six-ioot~!r, and a \Vest P1.,int 
grac~ua:e, a11d Chrtrles .E. VVhi::tle, the twentrfiYe-year-<1ld 
president uf Ogden College, Bovvling Green. Lieut. \ 1l eHs 
is head-,){ the rnc.then:atics de_partment at the coliege. 
These men drove through a hlinding rainstorm an,J ,-vent 
to ,vork imn!ediately upon arriviag at the cave, They 
y,·ent in together 1-vith Gerald leading and these three did 
:nore real 1vork· from m1dnight i\'IonC.ay unt!l dawn Tues
day, than had h·een accon1pl1Shed by any prC\'inus parties, 

They _remoYecl so much :·oc-k from around Corins' body 
that practically the entire torso -rvas free and it \Vas pos-5iblc 
tu reach dm,vn a's far as t~1e knees. One rock was so large· 
that Gerald, literally standing on his hearl, suffered a 
severe strain, pasSini,r it back to \Vhittle and \'V ells. 

This party also fed Floyd quantities of grape juice, milk 
and hot coffee three times early Tuesday morning, Collins' 
hands were completely free and he ·was so revived by the 
nourishment.that he ,vas able to <Lssist the rescuer::;. 

VVhittle, a man nf keen intellect, noticed however,. that 
Collins was rapidly approaching the bn::akfng poh1t. Ife 
reported that the explorer would groan when very sm1.H 
rocks would fall upon hif body and that there was other 
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evidence that the an:icipated collapse 0f mlr!d \Vas 

imminent. 

Gerald was completely exhausted by t;he strain of seven 
hours' labor with~ \iVhittle and Lieut. \¥ ells and rl:tired 
to Cave City for the much-needed rest. So much rock had 
been removed from about Collins' body that it ",vas hoped 
that a successful effort c:nuld be made by a small man tn 
ir;sert a jack beneath the rock 1·esti11g upQn Collin:/ foot 
and lif~ the bou!de;· from the limb, By this -time englnee:·
ing conten1s from all part's of :he United States, who had 
imagined that jacks could be used, had sent va~iottss types 
o[ apparatus of this character to the cave. T!1ese ranged 
from very small affnirs to large types used ln lifting 
bonses, the in,pression apparently having been fixed 1n 
the mbds of the public at large that there ·was con~ider
ahk room in ,yhich to i,.vork. 

J\:1iller and Lieut. Burdon, ·white Gerald vvas resting, 
\Vent into the tunnel for the pe.rpose oi operating a jack_. 
Miller in. the leac!. Several types \Vere tested and foU.nd to 
he too large. but at last a very small jack v;ras adjusted 
agains~ a rock that was believed to be the plni0ning 

- bouldeL 1ifiHer could not be sure, but began lifting the 
jack by means of a small wrei1ch. The rnck began mn,·
lng slowly and ColliES seemed uyerjo_yed, but the momc,nt 
oi triumph t.Yas short-lived, for the jacl< :,nddenlr ga\·e 
\Vay and the ever-shiftiag grayel and ~he rock rolled back 
in place. 'This marked the hlgh tide of the effort tu rele~se 
Collins: in the. tunnel, and ~{ille;," and Burdon ,,·ere in a 
state of nervous collapse when they retarned to the hotel 
following their daring but pitifully un:3uccessful battle 1vith 
the boulder. It is significant to ncite that ColHus· spirit 
seemed to snap 1-vhen the jack fo.iled to work. He began 
Gabbling incoherently and for the first time demanded that 
some one remain with him so that he might be able tn 
h·ear constantly the sound oi human v01ce, Marsh;;:dl and 
Homer Collins were rushed to the hotel Monday night 

1 
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both semi-conscious from the strain of their labor, but 
Homer after physicians had dressed the lacerations of his 
limbs, literally broke away from his friends and returned 
to the cave. 

It is important to note here that the continual passage 
through the tunnel of great numbers of men of various 
sizes, most of them inexperienced and all in stages of 
terror had slowly but surely knocked away the important 
key rocks supporting sections of the ceiling between the 
squeeze and Collins' body. 

This could have been avoided if there ·had been a con
certed head to operations, if the rescue parties had been 
selected rather than assembled haphazardly and if the spirit 
of factional strife had not over-shadowed the better judg
ment of those who knew exactly the situation and could 
appreciate the need for coherent organization. 

CHAPTER VIL 

THE CASE OF JOHNNY GERALD. 

Johnny Gerald is the victim of circumstances. End,owed 
with several years of experience in caves, with a more or 
less sound practical knowledge of the peculiarities of the 
subterranean passages, it was inevitable tha,t th~ fickle god
dess shonld cast him inr one of the m1ost peculiar roles of 
the dran1a. 

}Tad it not rbeen for Gerald's business, dealings with the 
Collins family relative t,o the Crystal. Cave options ,there is 
no doubt that Johnny would not have been raised to a 
position of considerable importance in this story. Briefly 
sum,marized, Geral,d's transactions with Lee Collins and 
Floyd were as follows: 

During the summer of 1924, Gerald endeavored and 
succeeded in securing opti,ons on the interests of the elder 
Collins and Floyd in Crystal Cave. Both of these options 
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expired on January], 1925, and while Gerald held the op
tions he succeeded in coming to tern1s ·with Lee Collins. 
That he failed to do s.o with Floyd was due, it seems to the 
varying opinion".: as to the potential c,omrnercial_possfbilities 
of Crystal Cave

1 
held by the elCer Collir~s .and tl:e expiorer. 

Floyd Cullins was thor().ughly irnhued with t:1e idea that 
Cry:;;tal Cave some day wonlcl pay .big dividends. Floyd 
realized that considerable progress had been made on the· 
project to __ o'.:invert the en-ti:;:c c-ave r-cgior( into a 11ational 
park and he reaqzed if this ,vere <lone Cr)lstal C.1\·e ,vonl<l 
he :,aken O\'er by <the United State.'3 g·ovcrnment. • T'l1cse 
motivc.t:: togdhc.,_. with the natn.n:d pr:dc· of the dis,coverer 
.:ausecl Floyd to dema 0d more money [oi. his half interest 
in Crystal Can: than Gerald felt able to pay and so ;:tt the 
date of expiration of the first oi:lti·on, Gerald had faHed to 

come to tc:rms ·vvith Floyd. 

There- had been considen1:bie wrangling over :·he matter 
a.ffd short'ly before the ftrst ,of the yea:- Geral•d ha<l per~uaded 
the e~d.es C~ollin& to g-rar;t an extension of his option to 
Ai)ril 1, FJ2.5. This extens~on, the father infor-111::; the 'writer, 
w-a.s made ,:vithoot ,the knowledg·e of Floy1d, Gerald cxpiai1~
lng· t~1at he hoped to co1nc to terms vv-iti; Floyd in the 

1nterim. 
Since 1\,farshaN Collins appears to have taken s1des 

with Floyd in the deal, it ,vas -nnt-Li.nd ::hat ·he would look 
through st1spicions -eyes uµon anything Gerald di,cl to,vards 
effecting the release of the explorer, and as a result of this 
opp-0.siti(!u_, it \Va3 natnra! al3o that 1!1t• ,Shou]d c::al'l aside the 
author and explain c;erald's connection in the Crystal Cave 

transaction. 
Gera1d, we believe, really desired to save Floyd Collins' 

life. He sei:1111s a man of firm cor::vic:tions, sli.g,:1Hy stuibhorn 
and of unquestioned -cotttage. That he resented -outside 
aid <:an he explained by the inhexent spirit of provincialism 
that im~bued seve.rai others <>Onnected with the res•cue in the 

I 
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early stages. Doubtless Gerald ielt completely justified in 
doclining to permit the entrance ai the Louisville expe:-ts. 
He fe1t perhaps that the 1nai:1 effort at that ;:;tage should 
be concentrated on extricating F!oyd's foet and in attempt
ing to drag him inch by inch 11p the narrcnv passage to 
fre:'!?dom. 

Ile little reahzetl-:ti~hough he later became conve:-ted
that science and eniineerlng intellect "\Vere of paramount 
importa::,:::C' (rom the time it was found that Collins conM 
not have been brought to t:1•e surface even thmt,~h his {c-et 
had been released. 

The conS;tant arr:val of additional o~perts irked Gerald, 
His jangled ne.-ves ln1pcl10d 'him h) (kl and say indiscreet 

many .cotmt-ry 
folk as the hi:ro. he mu~nuht<;"dl.Y ,vas, his words and actioas 
1,:vere considered of great importance by certain dasses. 

Gerald was slowly, bnl none the les~. 3urely crowded 
out of the drama 1by the on:us.hing conr-se of e\·ents. Brig. 
Gen, H.' TL Denhar<lt. 1vho assumed full command of the 
military acd ,vho from long experience realizes the im
portance of mor:tlc, ,w~Jc.:-ed Gerald excluded £roni the 
rescne 201:e. This wa2 the final crus;1lng- ·::Jl,ow to a brave 
spirit. lrnt Gerald slwwed rem,arkable fotti-tnde vvhen later 
allo\ved to ret11rn by rt'fraini.ng from hitter attack upon 
those he n:1.turally blarned for his :;nde eXciusion. 

A man in the heat of passion, be i,t anger or the burning 
desire to lead, ·will say and d,o :nrn:y things 1.vhich upon 
calm reflection,. h::- wi11 regret. This axiom of Ii-fe see1ns 
peculiarly applicable t,o the case oi Johnny Ge:a'ld1 b:1t 
regarJless oi \vhat man may say, Gera'Id \vill forc-ver retain 
his place as a true soldier of the battle, He may have been 
head-.strong, he may hav1.~ resented the aid of others than 
t'.1-ose he knew frmn childhood, he m:ay ·have scoffed at the 
eoming of experts, but w.hen all is said and done, GeraJd, 
we believe1 strove as valiantly for the life of Floyd Collins 

Iii 
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the hd'lne ·of the ·Kentucky Rock ·Asphalt Co, of which he 
is the general manager, bringing with him a ~band of tried 
and trusted employees, selected personally for the tremen• 
dous task ahead. Carmichael realized in an instant that the 
first need was organization, and the responsibility of leader
ship came to him inevitably, He did not seek it nor did he 
attempt to override the half·dozcr, or mMe of the substitute 
leaders. These came to him and sa-id1 "Vl e need you," and 
he replied sir:1ply, ''Command me." 

Brief intervievvs with those he knew· had really pene
trated the tunnel to Collins satisfied Carmichael that the 
haphazard methods of the preceding days had gone for 
naught. Long years of practical experience in excavations 
had satisfied hir.:t that careful surveying would be the first 
step. 

Listen then to the brief story gleaned frofn Carmichael's 
note·l>ook: "The first thing I did when I arrh·ed was to 
locate a bunch of men that I brought ,vith me. I had -prev
iciusly selected Thomas Smith, who is noted for his mechan
ical skiH and good sense, and I sent him with ten men on a 
gas boat to 1fammoth Cave. They had bee~ instructed to 
~roceed to Sand Cave from there and do whatever they 
could and to advise me as early as posslhle Tuesday morn
ing of the conditions and ho\v they found them. The men 
called me up and reported about :live-thirty Tuesday morn
ing that the situation-~vas very serious a!ld there was more 
or less confusion. 

'
1I asked what they needed in rescue work. They said that 

I, myselfi was needed (there s,vas nothing of the egotistical 
in this expression, merely the notation of a request made 
the same as if a piece of mechanical equipment were re
quired). I told them I .could not leave at once and really 
did not know what I could do. I arrived at Sand Cave 
Tuesday afternoon and found things a little confused. 
There did not seem to be any system and I did not see any-
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. . . 
one in actual charge. When I got there, it seemed that the 
rescue party had just come out and advised that they were 
going in at stated intervals, an hour or· so apart. Casey 
Jones, one of the men I had selected, had come up when 
I arrived. He was a boy of good judgment and nerve. I 
got my first real information from Casey as to conditions 
in the cave. That information was, that there was no 
special difficulty in reaching Collins but that it was a hor
ribly tough squeeze, and that the hole ,vas a small one and 
particularly tight. The end of the tunnel was the most 
hazardous place, about thirty-eight feet beyond the squeeze. 

"Casey told me that he had reached Collins and fed him, 
found him in good shape physically, but in a horribly bad 
pos1t10n. He descrihed to me how he had to go over the 
rock, and' back under the rock to the entombed man, who 
was in kind of a crevice, tightly wedged with only ,his 
shoulders sticking out at an angle of about forty-five de
grees. Casey found it impossible to get his hand down 
around Collins'· body. Collins told Casey his feet were 
caught in a crevice under a rock, he guessed would weigh 
about Lrty or fifty_ pounds. He understood that Collins 
said he loosened the rocks but,, some more loose rock,,had 
fallen down, although Jones and all of the men expressed 
some hope of getting him out. No one knew exactly how 
he ,vas caught so I picked two men to go in front, more or 
less to relay, but the men occupying the positions one, two 
and three were in very tight places. The plan was for the 
leading man to be assisted by the second man, -who would 
hand him tools and pass rock and dirt back to the others. 
The men would lay on their backs until they reached a 
place where the cavern was large enough to enable them, by 
removing the dirt to reach down to Collins' thighs. 

11As Tuesday wore oh, there was a tendency of the organi'
zation there to rally around me, and they began asking, 
should they do this or that." 



78 Tragedy of Sand Cave 

Carmichael-A Study in Expression. 



Tl111s Cs1.rmkhael took charg1:.:. and for the first brief 
lwun ef his generalship permitted wnrk to {'Ontinue 
in the tun11eL He intervie,ved Gerald, :Miller) Burdon 
and one or tvvo (,then;, vvho had heen in to Collins 
and fr•r a ti:nie there 1yas some hope that Floyd 
might be cxtric1ted through the t1,nneL A g::oup of 
expert tirnher n~e11 headed by Albert :\1arshali of Danville, 
hegati bracing the tum,eL sta:-ting at the entrance prepara
tory to b'.'.'inging Colhns out that way. Shortly before two 
o'clock \Vedr:_esCay noon _February 41 nature trumped man's 
second trick ·with a snc:den cuHapse of about t\velve or fif
teen feet of celling het\Yeen the squeeze and Collins' body. 
News ,.-lf the collapse sprt:icl like ,vildfire and the spirits of 
r:1e volunteers plurr1bed the nadir uf despair. Nlar.y felt 
that C<,llins ::hen \vas docmed hecanse the rock faH made it 
i:npossihle for rl?scners to reach his ,":>ide. Fortunately, 
hvwever. ai1 hour hefoce the ceiling collapsed ,Lieut Bur
don, 1\1ilier and a party of rescuers had reached Collins, 
fed him a small quantity vf mJlk and had attached an elec~ 
tric light buib in such a way that the globe rested on 
Collins' neck. Had the- rescuers knovv:a c,f the impending 
collapse, they would have instaHed a telephone receiver in 
:su..::h a \Yay as to enable Collins to conyerse with the out
side world, and would also hc:.ve placed a tuhe near Collins' 
mouth so that he could be fed but there was no warning, 
nu forecast of the terrible disaster. The hollow roar of ::he 
falling rock ',vas in reality Collins' requiem. 

CHAPTER IX. 
THE SHAFT IS STARTED. 

VVhile Carmichael was perfecting his organization in 
''death valley;• the outside world was becoming more a11d 
:r.1ore aro11sed by the fear{uI plight of Collins. 

The history of the Sand Cave ca;;e as a newspaper st)ry 
may be summed up hy the description o: a snowball rolling 
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doi';,n hill. It started quite inauspiciously but gathered 
weight ,vith astounding speed until v,dthin five brief days 
the, Cailies of two continents were carrying long accounts of 
the fight to re8cUe Fioyd. 

Special correspondents and photographers came in 
• droves from all sections oi the country. taking up head
quarters at the Dixie .Hotel, a splendid little hostelry, 
whose capable management labored tirelessly to provide 
every comfort and convenience. Sand Cavern was the 
cynosure of the eyes of an anxioas world. It became the 
center of all thought, not because of. F!oyd Collins' promi
nence, but sirnp[y because humanity was at death grip with 
nature and because the high ideals of the Struggle stirred 
the pulses of every reader, 

"Ask the -country tO pray for my boy" ·was th_e· message 
the press gave the world from Lee Collins1 the patient 
father. And the world did t':lore than pray. Mrs. Emmons 
Blain, a g:-eat-hearted woman of Chi~ago sent Dr. VVillia.m 
S. Hazlett, the eminent specialist, to Cave City in a plane, 
A field hospital was established on the brow of the cliff, 
capable of handling any emerge:i.cy. Two trained nurses 
were stationed at the hospital working in twelve-hour shifts. 
Troops came at la.st to keep in check the ever-growir..g 
multitude, to stamp out the drinkiag and to maintain guard 
over equipment worth thousands ,vhich lay ·scattered at 
the mouth of the cave-. 

The Kentucky N ati0na1 Guard as an organization is to 
be heartily commended for its fine service at Sand Cave. 
The details were not large but the service \vas of otttstand
ing character. Officers and men alike gave freely of every 
energy and remained on the job to the last moment. The 
discipline and morale was of the highest character. 

Lieutenant Governor Henry H. Denhardt, acting in the 
capacity of his office as a brigadier general of the Kentucky 
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National Guar<l, arrived at Cave City Thursday morning 
February 5, and at once assumed command of the military. 
He considered martial law for a time as a means of ef
fectually stamping out the drinking and selling of moon
shine but this plan ,vas abandoned because the mere sight 
of the uniform acted as an efficient check to the boot
leggers. 

Cave City ·was rapidly taking on the _appearance of a 
Klondike gold rw,h tmvn. \Vhile the spirit of most of the 
citizens was that of co-operation, there was much profiteer
ing. This took the form of sky-high telephone an<l taxicab 
tariffs. Dnt it Yvas inevitable that this should develop for 
profiteers follow crmvcls and take instant advantage of 
urgent emergency. 

The ne1vs from the cave at this point-or while prepara
tions \Yere being made to start sinking a shaft to release 
Collins--was most discouraging-. Gerald was th~ last man 
to talk to Collins face to face and Floyd murmured drowsily 
as a vveary school hoy, "I'm tired, Johnny, so tired and I'm 
going home and go to bed," Gerald adjusted the quilts and 
the ruhher coat while at Collins' side for the last time and 
was on his ,vay out to report to Carmichael when the rock 
fell from the ceiling. 

After the fall, Norman Parker, a disabled ,.var Yeteran 
:-u1d close friend of Collins went in the tunnel to make a 

'""" personal investigation. He penetrated to the edge of the 
fall and escaped horrible death by the narrowest of marg-ins 
,;vhen a huge boulder fell directly in front of his head, miss
ing the skull by a fraction of an inch. 

Upon receiving. the combined report~ of Gerald and 
Parker, Carmichael ,vas practically converted to the shaft 
plan but lacked the necessary survey data. And here is 
where t_he mistakes made in ··the early stage of the rescue 
vvere thrmvn into conviction bas-relief. No accurate survey 
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had ever been made of the tunnel. When the squad of 
Louisville monument men were on the scene, their first 
thought was survey. They realized, from long experience, 
that the whole tunnel should be carefully mapped and 
plotted, so that if it later were found necessary to sitlk a 
shaft, the data would be at hand. 

As a result of the ignorant opposition to these scientists, 
Carmichael was without accurate measurements of that sec
tion of the tunnel between the cave-in and Collins. Parties 
coming out of the tunnel 'Vvr ednesday afternoon, following 
the ceiling collapse of that morning, reported that a "mine 
squeeze" was in progress. 

This, in the language of the layman, is the gradual clos
ing together of the bottom and top of the fissure by pressure 
of muck and it results., miners say, when the supporting 
side walls give way. These side walls had been rlpped 
down by the continual and blundering passage of all sizes 
of men. N ev1'S of the "mine squeeze" came as a new blm:v 
at the hopes of the rescue army. That Collins was not 
slowly crushed to death, as a human nut in a cracker, was_ 
only prevented by the squeeze encountering the loosened 
boulders of the rock fall. 

Preliminary to selecting the spot upon ,vhich to start the 
shaft, Carmichael sent in several parties of surveyors and 
Roy Hyde, the latter an experienced miner, who was the 
last man to speak to Collins. 

Hyde worked his ,vay to the edge of the cave-in, or 
about fifteen feet from Floyd, who was then in a state of 
delirium. 

"~!ly God, ,vhy don't you take me!" moaned the frantic 
explorer. nMother, I am coming home in just a little 
while." 

Choking back the tears, Hyde called to Floyd: "Hold 
on, old man, we are coming!" And Floyd answered, "You're 
too slow, too slow." 
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These are the last wnHls Floyd Collins eyer spoke to his 
feilov;' man. Various medical oplnio1i::' ,vere made then as 
to Collins· _physical condition, Some stated that Collins was 
a ,:,--ictir:1 of pneumonia and that hi,:, delirium was the natural 
development nf the di,-scase. Other::; thought the raving was 
that CJf a demented man. Hut the posithe ne,vs that Co1lit~s 
had not been killed by the fi:Llling :·o{'k was in itself hea1~tcn
ing to thf' army of resC"uers, 

\Vhile Lieutenant \-\\_'.;ls, Am.kr:-;on, Fo~·d ar:d other 
engine('r5 made c-::rf:'fut s11n'ey;-, of the tunnel from the 
entrance to the <:'aYe-i:1. Carr:.1ichael began interviewing 
A1iHer, Gerald, l-;urdon. Maddox and a'.1 the c1thei-s he knew 
had hecn to Colti11~. Frrnn them he obtair1 ed data to ccrn-
7>trnct a t·ompus1te pk,t r;{ the ~unnel frmn the caYe~in tu 
the e><plnrei-. :\ tra:~-;parent map n·::._;,:. made of the tunnel 
in its eHtlfcty, drawn tu the scale fif the map of the sti:-
face. The fo;:mc-r map was then superimpused upon the 
other and the site lor t!:e sh,:ft was selected. 

Ca:·mkhad ,1-a~ certain that Collins wonld he luc2.ted at 
;\bout the sixty-fiyc-foot le\·eI and the :shaft wr,s spotted 
•;o a:-,; to 1ni:-;s }'lnyd by abunt ten fret. :\.ctual 1.vurk u11 the 
-.:haI" began at one-thi:·ty o'dnck Thu::sday afternoon, Feb
ruary 5. 1025. The edg·e nf the ll\"erhaaglng cliff ,vas 
1.Jeared of all f,h;:trunions and dangcn,ns rnck_ The only 
tool:, at the nutse-t were picks and shoYels, 

C2-rmiclrne1, hu,Yever. is a ma:1 who anticipates every 
need. L'nde-r Iii:;; direction, a stout wooden railway was 
la.id from the m'..rnth o:'. the :;haft m·er the e<lge vi the val
ley. A rude but efficient hoist 1 constructed of whole logs 
and set fr, a nicety, •.va::: hastily assembled, rigged and fittNl 
,;,rith a sturdy little gasoline engine. :l\faterial and labor 
were lavishly furnished by the L. & N. Railroad and other 
large corporations. T'he appeal for labor was broadcasted 
through the press an<l was anS\YerEd instantly by hundreds 
from all classes oi society. 

l 
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Crews came from the Western Kentucky State Normal 
School, to compete as if on gridiron or diamond, with 
sqnads from Vanderbilt and other universities. The college 
men toiled shoulder to shoulder with the common laborer 
from, the mining camps or section gangs. 

Carmichael formed a board of strategy, consisting of 
himself, Prof. \V. D. Funkhouser, member of the faculty of 
the University of Kentucky and M. E. S. Posey, executive 
secretary of the Kentucky State Highway Commission. 

All efforts to, locate any new entrance to the cavern 
proved futile and even later, when banana oil was sprayed 
into the tunnel, no important side fissures ,vere discovered. 
The tunnel itself was impassable beyond the cave-in. So 
the shaft, Yvhich was the only chance from the very first 
day, now was the last shred _of man's last fading hopes. 

Every swing of the pick or downward thrust of the 
shove1 ,vas backed b? the- prayer of an anxious world. 

CHAPTER X. 

DIG-DUMP-PRAY. 

Much has been said and written for and against the so
called radio tests e·mployed during the final stages of the 
battle of Sand Cave. Experts can be found who declare 
the tests meant nothing. Others are just .as firm in their 
opinions that the murmurs heard over the delicate appar
atus proved that Collins' heart still beat. But on'e fact can
not be disputed, the radio tests aided wonderfully in main
taining the morale of the rescue army at a-high pitch. 

H. C. Lane, who·had charge of the Delco lighting outfit, 
suggested the tests. He is a radio enthusiast and figured 
that a powerful detector and amplifier could be attached 
to the wires leading to the globe resting on Collins' breast. 
Then, with the current turned off, Lane calculated that the 
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faint rise and fall of the explorer's diaphram would be 
recorded in the head phones. 

Repeated tests ·were made after ,:enturesome rescuers 
·worked their wa}· to the "squeeze" and disconnected a globe 
hanging there, thns making sure that the globe on Collins' 
body was the only one from which impulses could be de
tected. Sume of these tests· ·were successful, others 1;vere 

not. On Saturday, February 7, no murmurs ·were heard 
and it was figured that the circuit ha·d either been broken 
or the globe was loose in the socket. But ·when Collins 
was funnd, the g1obe proved _to be in good condition. It 
wa:- also tight in the sr1cket. Sn the contentions of those 
who place no faith in the "radio tests" have some founda
tion. 

Yet it was surpnsmg- how reports. that either really 
came or were supposed to come from the electrical men, 
·were eagerly seized upon-hy the shaft workers. These men 
came to regard the bulletins as personal messages from 
Collins and the acceleration in shaft work following the 
announcements ·was most encouraging. So. reg·ardless of 
the scientific merit. the "radio tests" played an important 
part in the rescue work. 

After the shaft-digging equipment had been installed 
and work was progressing in earnest, the fight settled down 
sumeYvhat to a prosaic basis. Jt ·was now a giant engineer
ing project, differing from the a\·erage run of johs irl that 
the objective ,vas the saving- of a human life. \Vhile in 
reality the ,vork progressed faster than a- shaft of this 
nature was ever dug by human agency, to the ,vatchers on 
the hillside it seemed painfully slmv. 

Eager correspon<lents, after being told that but a few 
feet had been excavated in thrice the number of hours, 
would turn away dejectedly, imagining perhaps that the 
true figures were being suppressed. The opposite was the 
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case. It was Carmichael's policy from the very first to give 
the world through the press all of the truth of the battle. in 
the valley. And lt was during one of these innumerable 
interviews that the.director of operations coined the slogan 
of Sand Cave "Dig, Dump and Pray." 

It \'V[\,S the slogan of a working man, Nothing poetic 
n bout it. N" othing poetic about the toil at the bottom oi 
that shaft. And so these four words epitomize the gruelling 
work of the sappers, 

They dug a lot and dumped a lot and prayed as they 
vvorked, these sturdy gnomes- of the underground stn1ggle. -
\Vhen the purple mantle of night draped over the hills of 

-old 132.rren County and the yellmv incandescents gleamed 
far down in the yawning shaft, one could hear the sob of a 
str:icken people, louder than the sobs of the scrrowing 
tamH;v- Grim thankless work! No prospects o{ pay beyond 
the, thanks of the \"lOrld. ~{any were men with families, 
w110 ill c:o'uld spare their -time and pay envelopes. Some 
were just youngsters budding into full manhood at colleges, 
Others \vere true soldiers of fortune, mayhap those for 
whom the long fingers of the !aw were searching. It was 
a r:.ci,v Foreign Legion, a fit!e brave band1 these men of 
Clan Carmichael, forgetting seli1 forsaking famlly 1 risking 
all that one man-whom they never knew as friend but to 
whom they ,vere bound as brothers-might live. 

Dawn of Sunday, February 8, 1925, found all roads 
leading to Sand Cavern jammed with vehicles of every de
scriptfon. The vanguard of a mighty caravan passed 
through Cave City at daybreak. By noon ten thousand 
sight-seer3 jammed the fields and \\;ooded hillsides sur
ro!lnding the cave. At three o'clock the peak was reached 
when conservative estimates fix the total present at fiftee0 
thousand. 

Some idea of the vastness of the multitude may be ob
tained by the length of the lines of parked motor cars ad~ 
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joining Bee Doyle':: farmhouse. T\vo lines. on both sides, 
of the road, fender touching fender, extended a distance of 
four miles in each direction. Three thousand othe1· cars 
,:v·ere parker! in the fields. Every man1 Yvnman and child 
in that vast assemblage departed greatly disappointed. 
l\lany came fully expecting to he able to pass into a cave 
:tnd gaze upon a fellc,w-being in his death agony. Suell is 
the charactet of so great a per cent of human nature, a 
throw hack, probably, from the mobs who shouted in glee 
,vhen Roman gla<liato::s battled to the death in Nero's arena. 

Others ,vere dra\\'n by the very human desire to be able 
to say in yea~s to come, "I saw it all." But regardless of 
motive they came by the thousands and a very smaH per
centage really s~nv the only worth-,vhile thing from the 
,standpuint nf the idle spectato-::, the church service held 
n11 the wooded hillslde above Collins' prison. 

"Lead kindly light amid the endrdlng gloom, 
Lead thou me on 

The night is dark and I am fat from home 
T,ead thou me on." 

Thi'> ·was the prayer of Flo;'d Coilins. These were the· 
·words of a hymn breathed towatd the blue dome of Heaven 
that Sunday afternoon by the worshippers gathered on the 
hrov;, of the cliffs, oyerhanging the entombed man, 

It \Vas one of the most impressivt" church services ever 
held. The cloistered \;,,roods formed the aislea of the natural 
tabernacle and its floor tvas the rocky roof of Sand Cave. 
If Collins, in his liv-iug; tomb, could have heard the fervent 

'--ers and the hymns of his childhood, he vrnuld have 
re;;._ 1 as l1C\''er helore that the h<-art 0f humanity beat a 
mighty '--' ,:i,pason of supplication to Go"d. 

The sen11t>n V>'flS a hrief and Jmpresslve message, pictur
ing y]vJdly the struggle on whose outcome a nation waited 
v:ith intensive interest, Nothing of the flowery sort. Noth-

• 
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ing of gushing oratory. Simply a din:ct appeal for united 
prayer, a liaison between God and man, and the forceful 
explanation that: only through -divine help can mortal 
achieve the jmpossible. 

• ''\Ve find in the Bible," explained the minister, "that ·all 
things are possible through prayer. If God wills, the rnoun;... 
tains may be moved and the seas dried up. If it be IIis 

EFFORT TO RECOVER 
COLLINS' BODY 

gh: back to his loved ones 
1 on bended knee and with 

NS" 

CHAPTER XI. 

THE MILITARY INQUIRY. 

T•he morning of February 9 r.1arked a new an·d serisa
,tional developm·ent, The newspapers of that date carried 
long accounts of two investigations, one a'lready formed 
and the other 11nder con;sideration. The first was a detailed 
annoum::ement of a Board of Tulilitary Inql.1iry, duly sum-_ 
moned an<l impaneled at the qrder of the g'oVenior_; 
\Villiam Jas,un Fiel<is and Adjutant Gen. J. J. Kehoe. 1'he 
planned invesbgation was a grand jury prolie-,- suggesfed 
by- County Atty, J. Lewis \Villiams of Barren County _who-
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The Military Board of Inquiry. Left to Right: Capt. Chaney, Brig. Gen. 
Denhardt, Lt. Col. Henry J. Stites and Capt, Polin. 
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The Radio Station, H. E. Ogden, Jeffersonville, Ind., at the Key. 
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conferred Sunday- night at great length with correspond
ents of the Louisville Herald and Post, the Chica,:o 
Tribune, the Cincinnati Post and the Nash ville Tenrnessean, 
concerning the maize of rumors and inuendo tha1t had be
cl,6uded m:iin issue-the rescue of } ..... loyd Co'llins. Singu
larly enough both investigations had a comm,on objective, 
although the :11ilitary Board in additi,on to investiga-ting
ihe rumors of delays in the res-cue of Collins, also vva,s 
directed at the running dm,vn -of an unfortunate s1ory \v·hich 
<tppeared in m,any newsp-apers allied through the national 
organization of the Associated Press. 

This story related in substance, am,onrg other rumors 
c,rJncerning the Sand Cave case that, "certain -residents in 
the vicinity of Sand Cave doubted if Floyd Collins was 
really trapped; that they considered the v,rhole thing a giant 
publicity scheme to attract thousands to the cave country; 
and thJt the whole affair might be a gigantic hoax." 'I'he 
rea-ction to this report, which angered the high offidals of 
the State of Kentucky, 1vas viOlent and instantaneou~ 
Governor Fields in a righteous explosion of ,:vrath, 
demande-d the immediate recall of the•· correspondent, who 
sent in the story, holding that the article was an insuh to 
the co-mrn·onwealth .. that it placed the -entire state in a 
precarious position in the eyes of the world, and that tbe 
people of Kientucky were in grave danger of being held up 
to s,c-orn by their fellow men. 

'L''he writer has no desire ,:vhatever ,to delve into the 
circumstances surrounding the writing of the Asrsociatccl 
Press story, feeling that the matter is one that concerns 
the Associated Press and is of no inter,est to the world at 
large. He feeIS that the correspondent was indiscreet, but 
that the story was no more irrational than a sr_cor,e of other::; 
,vhi,ch 1night have been pentl'ed by other correspondents, 
if all that was heard was written. But the fact remain::; 
that this story was the lever that really precipitated the 
convening of the Military Board, wh-i,ch he'ld its first s•ession 
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A Shaft Crew Resting on the Brow of the Cliff. 

Tragedy of Sa~d Qave .~-~--~-~-

·011 1\{onday mornmg 111 the dingy little police court at 
Cave City. The personnel of the Board was as follows: 
President, Brig. Gen. Henry I-I. Denharclt; members, Lieut. 
Col. H. J. Stites, of Louisville; }fajor vV. H. Cherry, of 
Bowling Green; Capt. John A. Polin, of Springfield; Capt. 
Julius L. Topmiller, of Smith Grove, and the recorder 
Capt. Alex l,.. C1haney, of Rowling Green. 

The Military I1i'quiry aiccom:plishecl much g,ood. Fin;t 
ot all it proved conclusively, tha,t there 1:vas no foundahon, 
in fact, for the Ass,ociatecl Press hoax stm~y, s·econdly the 
testimony showed beyond a shadow of a doubt that exces
si\·e drinking 0£ moonshine, haphazard organization. 
chaotic rescue party clire·ction and the general tumult that 
prevailed from the time ·Floycl Collins \vas found there 
trapped \rntil Carmichael took charge, hampered the work 
of rescue. There vverc so many cla:ys lost, 1·11 what has 
al \vars been a handicapped race il)et,\·een m.an and .nature. 

11'hese ·yverc the aocomplishments of the :'vi ilitary 11oarc.l 
vvhich held its sessions regularly, w·ent in the police courts, 
or at the UtYe until the close of the dr.ama. The files of 
the Board which were later made 'public in the Adjutant 
Ceneral\; office ·were along the same lines set forth aboYe 
and its testimony will remain an eternal fact of the Sand 
Cave case in the ar'chiYes of the commander. 

Coincident with the convening of the ]\Iilitary Board 
came the institution of the -military com-munique, a system 
of press information. The reporters had ·been g.athering
their news haphazardously until this time, but the situation 
het\veen ·the press and -the ·m1ilit.9:ry and the superintendents 
was not fully clarified until .a meeting was held on the 
brow of the cliff. This meeting was quite su-ddenly 
precipitated when ,the two reporters were ord·ered from the 
mouth of the ,cave. After much milling around and con
sid·erable wild talk on 'both sides, the press re.pres,entatives 
and those in charge of the sol-dier.s and workmen gathered 
together in the rear of the field hospital and got clov-rn to 
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cold facts. There was no question that tbe army of report
ers !lad grown so large that they a•t times got under the 
feet uf the workmen and Carmichael, Posey and Dr. 
Fnnkho:rner, all pa·tient men; had ,been ,harassed almost to 

the point of e.x:asperation by the continual clamor for news. 
~rhe -communique plan, of ne\vs dispen-sation was worked 
out to fhe mutual satisfaction of an Concerned. Lt did not 
dampen the enthusiasm of the reporter nor did it supj)ress 
the slightest bit of informatiori from the columns. of the 
pr,es-s and S<o' the informal meeting on the hill takes it;3 
place as one of the important gatherings of t:le Sand Cave 
case, in that the two factions arrived at a com-mon basis of 
understanding, understood thoroughly the varyin~ view
points and fr,oned out kinks of organization tilat may ha,;e 
resulted unfo:-t1..:nately for all ccin~erned, 

After !he meeting a bull pen was constructed quite nea, 
th·e mouth of the shaft, fenced in wi,th barbed wire, hut 
strategic.ally located to permit dear view of the operations. 
'The reporters were ordered t·:J remain wi-rh:n this bull pen, 
and_ a similar coatrivance ·.vas erected f.or the convenience 
of the photograp·hers, thus separatjn:g the sheep frorri the 
goats. And, so, after being duly penned, showered wi,th 
instructions and given definite orders a.s to conduct, the 
rcporteis proceeded to gather news rn-uch after the same 
fai::,hion as before wi,:"h exceptic,n. of cou·rse, of the official 
communiqr::es. These were announced at regqlar intervals; 
11,a:mdy: a:t nine in the morning, at two in t:le afterncon, 
and at ten at night with frequent infonmal bulietins inter
spersing. 

Direct testimony as to the C'haotk. conditions in t,he 
early stages of the rescue was deliv,e-red by the Reverend 

0.,Colum,bus Doyle, who ,vas driven from the fntran.ce of 
Sand Cave forty-eight hours after Collins was entrapped, 
by the confusion, factiional disputes and drinking. The 
minister testified as follows: "There were three or four 
faotions th.at seemed to ibe contending with each other. 



They \vere all :,;trangen;. to me, Ancl there \vas a 1rre.s,t_ 
dea1 nf sv,Ie:arir1g. I savv one cn1-µ:;:y hott1e, 1rnt there wi:'i 

so 1-i:"k or?,·a·1izat:~1n ar:d _;;;n muc:1 tumult t'.1at i was afraid 
h• re111ain." 

rega:-di11g hi~ experiences relath:e to threats. 
/Hiller the 11c1v.::pa;1er rep,wter stated as fo1lo\-VS: 

Qrn::~stil'm--~ \.\' ere y::u ;u:- any time :hreatened ,vith per-
~nnal violence? 

.--\.n;-:,\\-'er--1 i-i;ce-iYed rumur.-s of that. 
(J .---You •.\·ere not "'.:hreatet.cd di:·ectly? 
.-"-\.--1 was only tnld uf it by a \Vorkman in the crowd 

th~0~t I dn uut kno\\·. I was (._'alied ::,,·ay sen::·n tirnes that 
nighL 

Q.---\\~hat 11ig1:t:' 
.-\.---\Vednesday 11ig1:t, when I wa.~ there fuming an<l 

impatient -:-o _g<·t in. l wa;:; tr:ld that it \vonld be best for 
me not t(l g-et down there. that 111_1-· trouble if l (tid wciuld 
he ahu, grmrnc.L not ;)t'.lu\\- it. Dr. Funkhouser called me 
~o crime i:1:-'.ick at one time ,-ti~d said tu me. ''Yonr worst 
c?1em_y is Jffn\·incialism.'' 

Q.-\Vhat d-icl they te'.1 you i' 
.:\.-They told me, "You 

it you dn go they a::-e 
and yuu \nni't curne out.'' 

had better not go down there, 
to let you go with your O\Vn 

Q.-\Vh<> appe:.,red to be cHrec':ing -the efforts annrnd 
there un the part uf the faction that was trying· to ~_>revent 
yon from going- in? 

A.-:!\:fr. Gerald \vas preparing tn go clcl\Vll. He was 
coid and tired and had just come ou-'.: and ,ven".:. up to the 
tt:nt to warm tlJ) a little bit. He -did not vvant anyone to 
go down but wa11ted to go him!z.elf, 

Q.-:-Dicl he ask you to go with him? 
/\.-!V<J. S:r. 

Q.~Jle did not ask you to go? 
A.--No. sfr. I heard him at tl:e mouth of the cave ..say 

when [ ca1:1e out that if they let anybody el:oe go, that lte 
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Tragedy of Sand Cave 12-$ .. 
would not go in again. He said, "I am going to get -him 
out, and if anyone else goes down there I won't go in." 

Q.-In his· opinion then he was not the only one that 
was not bungling? 

A.-Y es, sir. 

Additional testimony that proves that there was drink
ing of moonshine in the early stages of the rescue was de
livered by J. 0. Hornung, Count_y Agent of Barren County. 
"When I reached the cave Monday afternoon I found great 
confusion, men were trying to do what they could but they 
had no leader, some said they could get to Collins and sbn1e 

others said that they were afraid. to try. Before I went 
down, I appealed to Magistrate Turner, advising him of 
the situation and asking him to give me at least four or five 
men who had not been drinking." 

Even the aged father, Lee CoUins, admitted on the 
stand that the rescue had been hampered by too much 
whiskey. He was asked directl_y by Cap. Chaney to give 
the name of the bootleggers, but the· ironclad man of the 
hill country sealed his lips, turned square about in his 
cI:iair and gazed _without flinching into the face of his ques
tioner and replied, "I cannot tell you, sub." 

These ·excerpts from actual testimony delivered before 
the Military I3oard proved what the author will always 
believe, that Floyd Collins could have been rescued alive 
from Sand Cavern if the shaft had been started on Monday 
morning, February 2. The golden sands of time which 
were as precious as radium in those first days, _were scat
tered ruthlessly by well-meaning, disorganized, impotent 
men who firmly believed that they could achieve the im
possible-to drag the tunnel to safety. 

f 
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Carmichael and Posey Talk It Over. 

• 

CH;\ PTER XI T. 

NATURE BLOCKS THE SHAFT. 

Floyd Collins died sometime during the afternoon of 
Friday, Fehrnary 13. 

There is much evidence to support the statement that 
God ·release-cl the soul of the bnt\"C explorer on "hoodoo 
day.'·' First of all Dr. \.Villiam H.azlett stated, after making 
a physical examination o{ Collin:-; when the body was dis
covered on the following J'vinnclay, that he believed Floyd 
''had heen dead between two and five days." 

Th-is is doubly important when one recalls the events of 
Friday and Saturday. Disregarding the strange supersti
~ions nf all miners, Edward Brenner, a rough-and-ready 
Teuton from Cincinnati, went into the tunnel about ten 
o'clock Friday morning ·with a fellow workman to signal 
hy tappi11.g to the creyv in the shaft. These sound tests had 
been carried on from time to time in order to determine 
accurately hrnv close the bottom of the shaft lay 1vith 
reference to the tunnel. 

Brenner macle his way to the edge of the rock fall and 
crawled a little way over the <lehris, being able to do this 
hy reason of his small, wiry physique. He stopped at a 
point ten nr twelve feet from Collins. Then he lay quiet 
ancl distinctly beard gasps and lmv moans. 

Cpon reporting- this to Carmichael afte-r the ,c,ouncl tests 
were satisfa,ctorily cornpl.etccl, Drcnnt'r \Vas taken at once 
before the military board of inquiry vvhicb im:mediatcly 
placed him unclcr oath and took the follo,,ving teshmony: 

Q.-Dicl you go clcl\Vll into the Ji.nle this morning--down 
into the ca,·e, T meall'? 

..:\.-Yes, sir. 
Q.-\Vhat did yun do dc)\\'11 there? 
A.-1 ·went down to listen to the sound, sec, the sonncl 



Traaed11 of Sand Cave 

.--------------------·· 

Ed B:renner-'1The Man from Cincinnati.'' 
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I took them with m(e. The lantern 'has a- blue tag on it, you 
know, and I take the tag off, but I lost it coming out. I find 
the canteen in the corner there, stuck in. a corner, and I 
took it along 'and took this harness and the lantern, but I 
take this blue tag off the lanteTn and I lose it coming out 
and it's still clown there. 

Q.-Did you hear any more gasping, or any other noise 
111 t'here? 

.\.-:'\ o, I didn't. 
Q.-H ;Jyv long did yon stay there? 
A .. -I stayed about five minutes. 

Q.-_ .. -\fter y-011 'heard this· gasp, you waited and listened_ 
to ,c.;t:e i[ yon could hear anything else? 

_,\_-! certainly did. 
\].-Diel }'-OU sec any light th-ere in the hole? 
_•\.-1\To, I couldn't see nothing but my own light. 
Q.--Dicl you •see any cle,ctric bulb clown- there? 
~\.-No, I didn't see no electric bulb. T tnrnecl my light 

back behind m-e so I could and didn't ::,ee no light in there. 
(J.-\V;here was this gasp yon ,hl'arcl in relation to where 

you vverc? \:\' as it in front of )'Oll? 
:\.-Yes, it \vas in fnmt nf me. 

\.].-Did you hear the knocking from that place, or had 
you gone £nrthr:T hack. or w1he,re \Vere you? 

A.~-2\ o, l \\·as about two fed ha.ck from there, hack 
- from the fall. 

U.--_,\·JJOnt two feet back? 
~-\.-Ye-;. '!'hat\ where I give the boys somwl. 
(}.-T'hat was near the cave-in? 

A.-Yes, I crawl back and iust wait on the signal
savvy? Then I hear that deep g,asp, ini front of me or 
right behind me somewhere-I can't tell at first-then I 
knov,r it is in front of me. I couldn't hear no more, and I 
hollered out "Floyd, Floyd." And Floyd don't answer, for 
he ·is \vhere he can't, I guess. So I holler, //Hold out, we 
are coming." 
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There is a rock sticking out here, see, and I took the 
canteen-but first I took a rock and hit it, and it didn't 
sound right, see, and so I took the canteen and hit three 
times. I rapped three times and they started hitting over 
there, and heard that. I waited a while and they stopped 
again, so I keep that pounding up, and give them seven 
more raps. I hit it seven or eight more times. 

When I come out, I brought that canteen and I took • 
that blue tag off the lantern and lost it in the hole. I took 
that harness on and that canteen, that army canteen,. to 
bring them on out with me. I pushed them on out in fron_t 
of me, I want to show them to them-to the boss, you 
know. I brought it out and give it to what's-his-name; 
you know? 

Q.-Mr. Carmichael? 
A.-Yes, Mr. Carmichael, that's his name. The boss. 
Q.-Did you pass where the telephone was? 
A.-Oh, yes. 
Q.-Y ou saw the telephone? 
A.-Yes. 
Q.-Then what places did you go through? 
A.-1 can't remember that; I can't remember what they 

looked like. I was hell-bent on getting back there. I was 
making ti~e. It wasn't bad crawling in there. I got along 
all right. I skinned my arm a little bit one place.· There 

"· was about two places I could get through when I go down 
like that, see, and turned around and went through like 
that. When I come back, I have to back up till I get 
around, and I come out the right way. 

Q.-Could you turn around down there at the cave-in? 
·A.-No. 

Q.-You had to back up and then you found a place 
where you could turn around?· 

A.-Yes. 

Q.-And you say you went clear on down to where 
the cave-in is? 
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Reunited After 30 Years. Lee Collins Meets His Brother, William. 
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A.-Surc, and I took a piece of rock <int of it ahout 

that long. 
Q.-Coulcl yon see o\·er in there; past the cave-in? 
J\.--No. 
~].-Ancl yon say yon sa,v 110 electric lig·ht hnrning 111 

there? 
A.-No, str. 
U.-Saw no electric light:-; down 111 the passageway 

at all? 
.\.-No; only my light. 
\].--Did this other man that wa:-; \Yith yon st(Jp there 

Jiy the telephone? 
/\.-Yes, I had that other ielluw with me-I don't know 

his 11;:une-~rndJ told him to go ahont haH-,•/;:i'y if he wanted 
to, and he goes· out long before I dn. 

I aske<l him; about ten feet from the 1)lwne, if the phone 
was in order and he says, ,;yes." and so T went to call 
up outside and I wound on the phone for about five rntn
ute::, or so and couldn't get nobudy to answer me, so I 
tlwught I woulcl crawl on. 

Q.-And then you crawled on nearly as far on the uther 
:-;icle of the phone as yo_u did on this side? 

A.-1 guess so, I crawl 011 about twenty-fi\·e or thirty 
feet, 1 guess. Ciy_e llH' a tapeline and I'll go down there 
and measure it for you. f could not swear to that distance. 

~J.---It wa~n't the man hack of you gasping, \\'as it'? 
1\.-.:.:0; no, no. absolutely. 1 le was gone. He ·wasn't 

there. I called back and said, ''_Arc yuu still back there?'' 
Ancl he didn't ans\\'er me. I-Te ·was gone then. \\"hen T 
call hack and a:-;k him if he is still there, he is gone-he's 
011 hi.-; way out. .\s I left the phone, he left me. I sa:_vs, 
.;~\re you slill back there? Can _':'Oll :--ee my light?'' Unt I 
didn't get niJ answer. 

Q.-You say you tried to talk to Floyd ancl tell him 
tu carry on, that you were coming after him? 

A.-I said, "Floyd, hold out; we are coming." 

~~ r ~= 
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Now Brenner is a truthful man. He was ,not Seekin·g 
publicity and he brought out with him the harness, which 
had been taken into the tunnel by Lieutenant Burdon and 
Miller. This was positive proof that he spoke the trnth. 
Brig. Gen. Denhardt was also cqllvinced and gave the pr_ess ·' 
the copy of the testimony. 

' On the following day, however, soaring hopes fluttered 
to earth. Another sound test was made and this time 
Lieut. Wells went into the tunnel to exactly the same point 
at which Bre:,ner heard Collins' last gasp. 

Immediately after reaching the surface the writer closely 
question_ed the former army officer. Lieut. Wells said, '5-1 
lay there in the tunnel for fully a half hour, perfectly quiet; • 
straining every nerve to catch the slightest sound fro.ill t_he 
direction of Collins. I heard nothing but the drip of the, 
rock sweat." 

Taking these three facts-Dr. Hazlett's diagnosis and 
the reports of Brenner_ and Lieut, Wells-into considera~' 
tion indicates almost exactly the tirhe Floyd Co.llins was 
freed from his underground torture chamber. 

Lieut. Wells' report was strictly confidential and was 
not circulated among the rescue workers for fear of' af
fecting the morale, which was then at a high pitch as a 
result of Brenner's testimony. Late Friday afternoon,· 
however, a serious obstacle was encountered in the shaft. 

The strata changed to a, curious mix~Ure • of muck and 
loose boulders. It was almost impossible •to work through 
the stuff. As fast as an excavation was made -a 
would occur, forci,ng the sappers to keep· on. the ale_rt- _ 
keep from being caught in the avalanches: Carmichael 
realized instantly that 'a drastic change. of plans must be 
made, as evidenced from his field notes, which ,rea:d.: . 

"When the shaft reached about forty-five -feet0w'e hit a 
bunch of muck and loose rock. This condition ,continued 
down to fifty-five feet. At fifty-two feet we had so much 
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loose material and it ,vas falling out so £,ast that I began 
to have fears of the shaft pulling in two. Vv' e s,Yitched 
the shaft, after the core drill was placed in the shaft and 
shov,red a limestone ledge at sixty feet ,vitl-L ;i_ vacancy in 
it. This led me to belie11 e there,yvas some sort of vacancy 
sixty. feet from the ,surface. The shaft at. this poi.nt began 
to sag to :-;uch an extent that I was afraid to go straight 
down an:, farther. \Ve decided to lea Ye the shaft and drive 
a heading to get behind and start clO\vn at another point." 

The ,vork on the lateral heading began ~~t once and im
mediately gave rise to all sorts of rumors ·which kept the 
newspaper camp in a constant state of uproar. The head
ing was a spiral affair, :-;loping gently down so as to bring 
the sappers on a level with Collins or Yery close to it. 

Frequent conferences \\'ere held hy Carmichael, Posey 
and the engineers who made the sttr\'e:_rs. They frrst es
timated that Collins would he 1·eleased sometime· 011 Sun
clay, F'ebruary 16, hut progre::;s was so slow in the heading 
due to frequent rock falls, that a new prediction ·was made, 
extending the tirne tu nine o'clock 1\lonclay night. 

T'he heading measured three feet square and was tim
bered constantly as shifts of three specially selected men, 
cnt their way forward and downward from the main shait. 

ClL\PTRR XII L 

THE FINAL DASH. 

): ature retreated sl-crwly before the final onslaught of 
man's attack. After a snltry Saturday afternoon, a terrific 
rain and electri-cal storm s1,vept the ca111ip. Carmichael had 
prepared £or aerial assault clays before by :-:,preading 2,400 
square feet of canvas O\'L'r the entire Yalley fronting the c;ave 
month. So the w9rk continnecl without interrnption, It 
was -hard on the soldier·s and the faithful ncvvspaper colony, 
,vho stuck ga1ncly to their posts fearing the_y vvould miss the 
rescue. 

f,l 
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Carmichael, Dr. Funkhouser and Brig. Gen, Denhardt Confer 
After Finding_ of Ca!Hns' B0;dy, 
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The electrical display was as vivid as could be expected 
in any midsn•m·mer thnndei-show,er and the weather changed 
quite sudclenlv to bitte cold, Reports from the sbaft were 
anything hut enconraging. Most of the work in the shaft 
was being done ·by :Marshall, Brenner a.n•d Ble\rins, who 
were known as the. "Three ~,fusketeers of Carmichael's 
Legions'' 

Duri:1g the 1height of the storm, the framework of the 
shaft slowly began &ettHng into the strata o7 muck and rock 
This was a very grave turn of affairs. Carmkhael immedi
ately ordered hng.e logs thrown over the top and lashed the 
shaft irame to thenL Even this plan failed to cheek the sag
ging, which continued at one corner until the framework 
was eight or ninC inches out of plumlb. 

The third Sabbath passed quietly. Less than a third of 
the throng of the preceding Si:nday was on hand to gather 
around the barricade, whi,ch ihad been flung ba,ck still fl1rther 
on the orders of the military. Some· enterprising but callons 
hawkers were on the lot brig'ht and early with a stock of 
"Sa2td Cav,e" balloons but were quickly dispersed by a 
prompt or<ler from Brig. Gen. Denhardt. 

As the lateral heading drove farther and farther into the 
loose rock the dtngers ,:,-.o the sappers constantly increased. 
Brenner ,vas very near death once when a fali of rock c.ame 
within an ace of trapping him. The avalanche came whe:t 
Brenner s,craped the ceiling with his pick handle, iBustrat
·ing how loose was the _strata and what a faint touch was 
needed to precipitate fearfut death. 

1farsha1l, a man of s,teel nerve, be·came m-ore apprehen
sive at each rock fall b1:t stuck gamely to his task of timber
ing the h-eading. 

In order to give the newspapers and the world some idea 
of the character of the work, Carmichael took Miller and 
Nichols into the heading with him and explained in detail 

i 

1 
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wh,at wa~ :being {.\dne. Both 1-e-pi_wtc·:s h<"Hl !1een in th<:'. t~1:1~ 

ne.1. arnl .had <:oncurrul ln :he i,cl:e~ that the heading -v,'a5 

rn\1ch more· <latlgc.tol1S. 

'rl<l' :-,1fc''.tH.t 1:c.:.ts cc.:tlinncd aH throug1h Sun<lay and far 
into the night. Each tc'.':l shu-wcd ,the 1nterveni.ng sp~cc 

growing rno:·e and more narrow • 

.,\r: interc-sting rlcYelopment in the la:;: stage_c; uf the fip;lH 
to .:'.ave c~1~lins 'N{lS t,l1e installation of a hknvc:·, snperhcate<l 
and a tank by L-ien::cnant 111trdon and .l'rivate Blake, the 
Louls\·i!le ;~rernen_, at the special, request of Dr. Hazlett anrl 
nt!1'er physician~- Th,:: outfit bacl a.:'. its purpose the fr•tTlng 
d warm air 1nto tunnel 1n;t the plan 'A·a:c; suggested d:1r
ing tlH::: t·arl:•; days o-! the n::.:'>Cl1C \vork. T..ic1tte'..1ant EL.:rdon 
expbine.::l the propositi::._m to the volunt('t'f wurkers but hi-.; 
;;th:r, vva~ flatly rej<.:-ctccl. T'.1e vobnteer"'. 111.ostly natives, 
toicl ·:·he fire1nan that to rz1ise the tc111peratun: in ;:he ::.1:1ncl 
was to ri:::k the ::::bllapse of ,the vvallA. J t vvas singular tha:,· 
the zn1tfit, :.hirlng the Final dash ,,v:1cn the gallar'.t spirit o[ 
C'::ilhr:s had already fted rhc hatten:d hocly, \'-:.as ord,tre.d in
-;talkd not h;' the 11.octors hnt ,ds,n "py the m-i.lit:try 
autlwritics. :\ tan\( was specially hui!t at G~a~gow n:1 

Pr~vate Blake's sp(~cifica1ions, H1ake had lung exper:ence 
as an engineer and H1e apparatu½ worked to perfoctic.n 
alth0112l1 the 1wat:..<", 2.ir never retv:hecl ·~:~c tire~l h~ngs for 

wl1lt·'.1 it \\'8.S intended, 

. j 
l 

:j 

S:,>enliat-iun \•tas rHe an10ng: the workers :tt this s~age 
relati·ve. ~o wh;;;ther or not Collins 3ti11 lived, Great c.:ir,c 
was taken to :',Ustain_ the nwtale-• .. a ;,rccatttionar_y rneasure, ,· - {", .ft_ 

of great importance, as evidenced hy the collapse uf :spirit 1 

that crop~)(:C\ ont whe.n CoHins' ho<ly vvas {01.md 

.. 
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CH.\PTER XIV. 

COLLINS FOUND DEAD. 

Th_e discover}· of Floyd Collins' hurly \.vas as Sllllclcn as 
l1is entom'brn-ent. The offici;:i.1 annmmccmcnt of the disco\·
ery of the remains was not made until exactly tvvo-forty
threc o'dock on the afternoon of ),fonday, Fc·bruary 16, 
1925. The fir-st hreak ,1wt\vcen the workers in t,hc beading· 
and the narro,v t11111H:l. vvhi-ch ior fl H' days hacl served as 
Collins' coffin, w-2,s made at one-thirty n'clnck. 'l'11 Fclvi·arcl 
Brenner the Cincinn:ati miner g_ncs the honor of discovery. 
Urenner was ,,·orking on his ha·nds and knees in the heading, 
w·ielcling a :-J1ort-hanclled pick vvhen the keen point of the 
tool punctured a thin layer of limn:"tnne, much after the 
fashion of aff ice-pick thrusts through the tough ."kin of an 
orange. J.-Zealizing instantly that the encl 1vas at hand 
Brenner enlarged the opening \\'ith hi-; tools until it was of 
:-;nfficient ,c;i1-c to admit his hody. 

Pccrin1g· duwn into the narn1i\' tr.1.p door, lheu11cr de
tected the r.opc which lay ·beneath Collin;-;' body and which 
he had used to lower himself into the eighty-foot shaft of 
Sand Ca\·ern. a milk hoHlc balf f111l and a :-,mall cruwbar. 
Brenner kncvv_, hc1.ving quc~tioner1 other rcsn1ers. that these 

tooL-; were a'hanclonecl bctw·cen the :-;quee1,e and Collins and 
he rca1i7.ed that he would be ;:rblc to reach the ei"Jltombcd 
man by crawling head-foremost into the tnnnd and worm
ing his 111,,ay Ionvarcl. \Vorking in the heading with Brenner 
at this time were 1larshall and BJ.evins, who hacl been his 
compa·n,ions practically all the way through on the work in 
the shaft. Calling- upon Blevins to follow, U-renner clam
bered down to the tunnel and quickly rea-chcd Collins. 

S\1uatting down on the rocky ledge, Brenner felt Collins' 
face. It \Vas l'Cy cold and t'he jowls were covered with a 
thick growth of ,beard. Drav;ing ba,ck ·\vith a natural horror 
o.f contact vvith the dead, Urenner steeled his nerves to 



148 Traged:y of Sand· Cave 

Carmichael Dictating the "Death Communique" 
to Dr. Funkhouser. 
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make a more careful in•vestigation, He aclju:,;ted his flash
light so that the white beam fell din,ctly on the la~e of the 
dead man, revealing a remarkab:e mask. ,-fhe jaw was set 
and the lips tightly den,ched. It was the face of a m,m who 
died fighting, battling despe~a,te]y against inevitable death. 
The cheeks, thc11gh hoUowed by long days withot1t food or 

r"water1 were furrowed deeply with the lines of determina
ti•on, and th•e eyes were half closed. Collins in his death 
agony had tnned over on his back and the tips of the 
fingei'S of the left hand were clenched betv..reen the teeth. 
This was characteristic of the post:u-e oi the mummy .oi thf:' 
Httle white girl, w'hiah waP. found ·in Salts Cave ln 18i5 by 
a party of explorers, and was typical as the final act of a 
human vtho met death in a subterranean prison. Ri,gor 
mor!:is had set in but no·t completely f-or Brenner ·vtas a·b'.e 
to move the uppe-r portion of Co1Hns1 body rather easily. 

Satisfied in hi·s own mind t,hat ColliriS h:d passed on, 
Br-"'.nner and Blevins returned to the heading and ran to tlH: 
c•hah tn notHy Carmichael, who imm·ediately descended and 
m.ade a personal investigation. Orders -..v·ere issued for all 
guar:!s to fix bayonets and none of the workmen in the 
were permitted to leave~ it being desir_ec! to announ .. .-:e the 
nev,Ts -;imnltaneous1y to the reports thus giving each one an 
even start in the mad dash for telephones and telegraph 

1; lnstrumen ts. 

The watching newspaper men detected that something 
\Vas a-bout to happ~n vv'hen Carmichael, his genial smile van~· 
ished, crawled stiffly out -of the_s-,hait and summDned Brig. 
Gen. Denhardt, Prof. Fun'khouser and Posey for a con
ference which, was held at two-thirty o'clock at the far end 
of the trestle ieading from the mouth of the shaft. 

The four executives sat down on the vrnoden tie,:; and 
di-scussed Brenner's ghastly disoovery ,from a1J angles. They 
decided tha.t it was of paTamount importance to determine 

·~ 
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Carmichael Breaks News of CoIHns' Death to Lee Collins, 
the Aged Father. 

[ 6 

r 
j • 
! 

c;rn~~-ialfr that· Co 11·1as \,'as • dea(l. ·hlit-· hffore -.dOing.:-.So_ rliej_ 
Btin1111<:,;,ed the 11r:1-vspapel' men ·a·nd anno1rnrccl tli-e __ hi_S-tofifa( 
::.-ninm1miqnc that ~t<ntelf the--_p_rt·sst•s ·-..vhitri11g·<tn -al_Lp.if}s _. 
of tht' l}nih'.d S;··:ite:-;, ::rrindin1.(-_iJU'L ~he:txtr'a's th.if'inf~:rn~ __ e-q:, ,_. 
the 1;,,,ide ,vorld that -matr had· been· defoitCd ·i_n· _~h~·'t.h_I'itli,ig:, • 
sfrngg_l_e 1Yith nature imcl her·ally,.deatlt" The coffi,-m:1.fn1i:iz~!tt 
foliows: 

"At one-thirtv o'clock this _da-te ;-<ifj{._ :!titer-al n.e{dj' 
i:111{ .. at rti:~li~tance .,nf ttvelve ·and ·on~~hn!J:--fi~;:_f~om,_th:e?_91;·att 
111ea;-;11r:::~ _ circ11iarly·. _ hr,_ikc -through _~nto .. :_~rt> _orig_iflaL._f_iV\~'
after. fr~-- man-hole_ was -started Jt1S_thelo~:;.,;iJ1e .hre~k_dO~_R~:: 
After bi·_e-aking: through a fm.u..,f~ot __ ledg.e· _ _ifro;k/_.v.e1:i.fy,{ug •• _:,.:.: 
[}1~eclictfon to rhe i n:ch, • t!tc cltstancc fro·m. C8illl)sl fiia<f#rf!i~:-
ufcd slx_- fec.t \,cnicaHy: The· ldca\·t,iil fif- C~nlr:"~ -·}~)~]_:;\}~~' 
ele\,iJhnn _ oi-igiti~Hy ind-ic~Vted-· aiHJ _-willfrn a. te,v. fecl.zof<-_thc" 
pn::itt(m determii1cd -h~,t _t-he· firz-;f sufY~}~:: 

"The 1-vh~_lc_. ca_ve_rn w~~ -:ro_unc( h1 _-_,tn· ex.ff.e_nieiif :crt.tr~,J.'._ 
cond1t_inn._ _. \ lh_er_~- -~Le-shall _·p __ rr}ppecl the. _ _)()(i'sel:f __ !l-in:_gi_;j"_~---_:· 
tla11gerc ll '- h:<:11 der.~. and let. hi11:1s.cl f do-w.t; .. i 11 ti::1·t he -slucft:_i~ii-::.: • 
fnre111nst. ·-t"o:1ching _v··dth_ h_is- ·rCc:·_·-\yhirt hc__.thO-_ugt.ti?+_o.:·-_hfjt\ 
blankrt wrapped around Collins' body, I1~t11ediately ->her'.•., 
wanl Brenner by rea~on-of _his sfatnre ;n:l--iro'n ner\'.e-,--_iv;.eni:t·:: 
dcn\:n head-±(~remc_;-S{ foio-.:{1{e haz"itrclous: :1.h3-ft· ·,u1~l- .:~~it!L:--0.'j 
,light ·c1c)sely exai:1inet1 the--_pb"Ce. arr_rl _po-~_it_ior/-~t·t.?·r--'~_i.i_j_:-: 
_I.t '.Vis qufckly seen th:it Collhis ,~r{tS coJd- _;ind·._-app~(eritlj_ _-::";_'/-:)t· ~t/\. 

;~~~'.:e aF;l~y~~~~;,~n~'.,i~1~/:ml~a~1l~ i~a:~i~~a~~ ~:;~i::.~ ,:~~:~ :''.;)ii;~'. 
it dcv_elops that a way can be_ f(}_und_ o_f driving -a_ diifr, if)-:·-· 
reach Comns' feet. lt will be prcloobly thirty-six hours be,:' 
fore the-. body can b~ ,brought to._the s_urfa-ce-. ..:_[SignedJ --·.Car~-, 
mfr·hael. Denhardt; Posef and_-_ Ftm,khrm:ser> ,_: -- ··.:. 

Immediatelr after this annquncement, there was a wil~ 
~c_r_airl'ble by_.ne_wspap_er ffie_n t_Q._.fla_J:ii·_th,eir offi<=:es,_::<!ft~f_-_w!~i_{~) 
iurther con.ferences were held 'IV~ich resultecl itt the ,send•"' 
ing oi Gei·ald into 

1
thc U·nllel to positivd1, ide11·•i!y.-89ll{i~s', 
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CHAPTER XV. 

CA VERN MADE AN ETERNAL MAUSOLE'\JM. 

One of the most remarkable changes in spirit and fuoral.e· • 
of any gr.oup of men was notked amon&" the army of res-

. __ :,'f 

cue workers im·m-ediately ~6llo_~'"ing _th_e ·defitl_ite_,_ai:ttt~nc,e_.:: :)-:,';\ 
ment that Floyd Collins ,had paid the price of daring with .. •;, • f 
his life. - - ---:::_~-:,, 

Courageous men, who had h?ttled faithfully while the.re .. ·" J 
was yet h0pe that a life mnglithe saved, flatly reiu-s<Od when· i 
asked if they would as:,ist .1-ni_ tl1_-e extremely hazard_m:is_ ·tae1t::-- •• i - -.l 
of_ removing the 'body. ··:·1 

al will go througJ1 hel_l fife'.f<>'_"_save that b __ ~y-_fJX}in dea"th/' 
said one of the fa;thful band. "I have suffered torture in'the 
s·haft, I nartowlv missed being buried· ,alive working in 
the dangerous h~ading, m1y-· ·pody _i.s_-- \vurti, -and· uiy _ UCfv;•e. •• 
frayed b,rt ·I would be down !'here just the sam.e •if I llnew. 
that Floyd was alive but now thak he is de&;d I ai!I1"1Y won't· 
do it." It was this out:spoken and logical attitude on the • --,;~, 
part· of pr:-1,~tically every man in his_ b.attaii-0~

1 
that c.au·se1(.f_:--· ., 

Carmkhael to suggest confining Collins' body to S&nd . .'.: 
Cavern,- H·e,-reaiized that a great ·many·ignora.Ilt_--folJ{-jvti,O 
hafr read the hoax skir_y \V-ould tWifl their th11ml;iS:_:.itil.sh-Oi1t/ - .,.,_,_ 
"Ha! Ha! I told you so," unless SOl11le visible proof, how- ·.:,, 
over grisly, he brought out of the shaft and !ltmg where all r. 
might see, proof p-0sitive nh'at a hum«n bein,g had been, i 

.J trapped· in the £avern. "If it mus,t be done that these fools . j' 
may believe, I-et us cut off his head; bring it out, photograph . 
it :_and broad'cast, tihe- picture-to· silen:;;e_ fhe .dOuibterst· __ SUg( 
gested Carmkhad. Stern opposition developed from t,he, , , • ~ 
family, as was expected, although Ca:mfohael's suggestion .... ,

1

. Pl 
was never made in foll seriousness. The men' wouh! Itn.e·· • 
gone through with it rather than risk the dang·er of the hoox'. · : ' 

rumor becoming fixed more firmly iw fh~ ntinds of (Ivon dtc ·.:-:·:•.~.,_,_._,_,·_·:·)'~' 
most ignorant. It was finally decided however, to pierce . ' 
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L'ENVOI. 

?loyd Collins has been enshrined in the lore 
the caveland. The story of the ga.llant battle 
tght in "Dea.th Valley" has been spread upon 
, pa.ges of Kentucky's history. Ana the world 
U soon forget. 

' ' 7 et who can say that those who toiled in muck, 
,ed beneath perilous ledge and tottering bould
hcwe not received reward not measuretl in 

rishable gold. "Greater love hath no man than 
'.s: That he lay down his life for a friend." 
d so willed that human sa.crifi.ce was not 
,essary to penetrate to Collins' prison. But 
.•re was none in that brave legion who would 

have gladly g·iven life if only the divine spark 
'ght be preserved ,:n the battered body of the 
, -epid explorer. 

:'hey pass on into the vale of yesteryear. 
stalwart figures too soon an enshrouded 

: 'ie shifting mists of tim.e. Somewhere there 
;. an angel, ·whose iiuty it is to record on eternal 
ffers the record of good deeds-the credit bal
e of a weary world. And, somehow, we 
eve that when the final reckoning -is made, 
l once again will marshal "The Army of 
'id Cave." 

The Author. 



Sentry Guarding C011ins' Eternal Tomb. 
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