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(Archilochus alexandri) taken 6 November 2015 at her home in northeastern Calloway 
County (see Winter 2015-2016 Season, p. 44). Financial support for color repro-
duction in this issue has been provided by the Daniel Boone National Forest. 
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WINTER 2015-2016 SEASON 

 

Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., and Lee McNeely 
  

 Climatic conditions during winter 2015-2016 were not as severe as during the previous 
two winters. The season began much warmer than normal with all major stations recording 
average temperature for the month 12-13°F above normal. In contrast, the average 
temperatures during January and February were near normal statewide. Most of the state 
received an above-average amount of rainfall during December, with Lexington recording 
nearly two times normal. In contrast, January was drier-than-normal with most major sta-
tions recording one-third to one-half the normal amount of precipitation. February turned 
wetter than normal again, with most major stations recording one and a quarter to one and 
three-quarters the normal amount of precipitation. No major winter storms occurred during 
the season. 
 A period of dreary weather during 1-2 December combined with a movement of 
southbound waterbirds to result in a decent fallout of several species on the state’s reser-
voirs. Some factor, perhaps simply the milder temperatures during the season combined 
with better communication through the ever-increasing use of social networking and eBird, 
resulted in an unprecedented number of reports of lingering summer residents and migrants. 
The list of such birds included Great Egret, two Green Herons, Spotted Sandpiper, Western 
Sandpiper, Least Flycatcher, White-eyed Vireo, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Black-and-white 
Warbler, no less than 14 Orange-crowned Warblers, American Redstart, Prairie Warbler, 
Wilson’s Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, two Lark Sparrows, Grasshopper Sparrow, Rose-
breasted Grosbeak, and three Baltimore Orioles. Vagrant rarities included Sabine’s Gull, 
Snowy Owl, and continuing Black-chinned Hummingbird and Black-throated Gray Warb-
ler. Winter finches (including two Common Redpolls) were present in relatively normal 
numbers and variety for recent years, although Red-breasted Nuthatches were essentially 
absent for the third winter in a row. 
 Publication of any unusual sightings in the seasonal report does not imply that these 
reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official checklist of Kentucky birds. Reports 
of out-of-season birds and rarities should be accompanied by written and/or photographic 
documentation. This documentation is reviewed by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee 
(KBRC). Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are 
reported periodically in The Kentucky Warbler. 
 
 Abbreviations – County names appear in italics; when used to separate dates, the “/” 
symbol is used in place of “and”; “ba” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the bird 
was banded; “ph.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the observation was 
documented with photograph(s); “vo.” next to an observer’s initials indicates that the 
observation was documented with a voice recording; “†” next to an observer’s initials 
indicates that written details were submitted with the report; Place names: Ballard WMA, 
Ballard; Barkley Dam, Lyon (unless otherwise noted); Barren River Lake, Allen/Barren 
(unless otherwise noted); Bernheim Forest, Bullitt/Nelson; Blood River = Blood River 
embayment, Ky Lake, Calloway; Cave Run Lake, Bath/Rowan; Cedar Creek Lake, Lincoln; 
CVG = Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Airport, Boone; Fishing Creek = Fishing Creek 
embayment of Lake Cumberland, Pulaski; Freeman Lake, Hardin; Horseshoe Road = 
slough along Horseshoe Road, w. Henderson; Jacobson Park, Reservoir #4 at Jacobson 
Park, Lexington; Jonathan Creek = Jonathan Creek embayment, Ky Lake, Marshall; Ky 
Dam = Kentucky Dam, Livingston/Marshall; Kentucky Dam Village SRP, Marshall; Ky 
Lake = Kentucky Lake, Calloway/Marshall/Trigg; Lake No. 9, w. Fulton; Lake Peewee, 
Hopkins; LBL = Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg; 
Lexington, Fayette; Long Point = Long Point Unit Reelfoot NWR, Fulton; Lower Hickman 
Bottoms, w. Fulton; McElroy Lake, s. Warren; Meldahl Dam, on the Ohio River, Bracken; 
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Open Pond, w. Fulton; Owsley Fork Lake, Madison (unless otherwise noted); Ramsey 
Farms = transient pond at Ramsey Farms w. of Monticello, Wayne; Reformatory Lake, nr. 
Buckner, Oldham; Sauerheber = Sauerheber Unit Sloughs WMA, Henderson; Sinclair = 
Sinclair Unit Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg; Sledd Creek = Sledd Creek embayment of Ky 
Lake, Marshall; Spindletop Farm = University of Kentucky Spindletop Farm, Fayette; SNP 
= State Nature Preserve; SP = State Park; SRP = State Resort Park; Surrey Hills Farm, ne. 
Jefferson; Waitsboro = Waitsboro Recreation Area, Lake Cumberland, Pulaski; WMA = 
Wildlife Management Area; Wolf Creek Dam, Lake Cumberland, Russell. 
 

Greater White-fronted Goose – peak 
counts included 17,750 at Sauerheber 10 
December (CP); 2800 at Long Point 17 
December (GP); 4300 at Ballard WMA 
the last week of December (KK); and 
1600 in the Lower Hickman Bottoms 5 
February (HC). 

 

Snow Goose – peak counts included 8000 in 
the Lower Hickman Bottoms 5 January 
(MG); 15,000 at Sauerheber 13 January 
(CP); and 40,000 at Long Point 11 Feb-
ruary (GP). 

 

Ross’s Goose – reports of interest included 
1 se. of Mt. Zion, Allen, 1 December 
(MB); 2 s. of the London, Laurel, airport 
19 December (ph. KVe); 16 in the Lower 
Hickman Bottoms 5 January (MG); 2 at 
Goose Lake, Sinclair, 6 January (ph. BY, 
MY); 1 along the Bluegrass Parkway, 
Nelson, 9 January (JSo); 1 on the e. side 
of Lexington 14 February (DSv); 1 at Mc-
Elroy Lake 21 February (BP); and at least 
5 at Sauerheber (BP, JBa, SG, TG) and at 
least 79 at Horseshoe Road (BP, ph. JBa, 
SG, TG), both 22 February. 

 

Cackling Goose – reports of interest in-
cluded 2 along the Ohio River n. of Pros-
pect, Jefferson, 20 December (JK et al.) 
with 1 nearby at Hays Kennedy Park 2 
February (RFa); up to 4 at the State Game 
Farm, Franklin, 20-26 January (WL et 
al.); 2 at Freeman Lake 28 January (JSn); 
2 at Bernheim Forest 28-31 January (ph. 
JBa, JSo, SH); 2 at J.J. Audubon SP, 
Henderson, 31 January (KMi); up to 20 at 
the Reformatory Lake, Oldham, during 
mid-February (BD et al.); and 8 on the e. 
side of Lexington 14 February (DSv, SH). 

 

Mute Swan – a few individuals showed up 
during the season, mostly at traditional lo-
cales that may suggest some are local es-
capes. 

 

Tundra Swan – the wintering flock at 
Sauerheber peaked at 150 there 24 De-
cember (CC) and 197 there 3 February 
(CP); other reports of interest included 4 
at Bernheim Forest 24 January–1 Febru-
ary (MR, ph. KVo, BD, et al.) and 94 at 
Horseshoe Road 22 February (BP, JBa, 
SG, TG). 

 

Gadwall – generally modest peak counts 
included 300 on the Highland Creek Unit 
Sloughs WMA, Henderson, 3 January 
(KMi); 200 at the Ken Unit Peabody 
WMA, Ohio, 19 January (SG, TG); 170 at 
Long Point and ca. 450 at Island No. 8 
Slough, Fulton, both 8 February (RD); 
and 175 at Sauerheber 20 February (JM). 

 

American Wigeon – local peak counts of 
interest included ca. 310 at Sauerheber 5 
January (TY); and 250 at Long Point and 
ca. 400 at Island No. 8 Slough, Fulton, 
both 8 February (RD). 

 

Gadwall x Mallard – the continuing male at 
Somerset, Pulaski, was seen 29 December 
(RD). 

 

American Black Duck – local peak counts 
included 45 along Aurora Ferry Road, 
Boone, 9 December (LM) and 87 at Tay-
lorsville Lake, Spencer, 14 January (KR). 

 

Blue-winged Teal – a male was reported at 
the State Game Farm, Franklin, 19 De-
cember (†E&MS); 1 at Sledd Creek 18 
February (HC, KOS) was the earliest 
spring migrant to be reported. 

 

Northern Shoveler – local peak counts of 
interest included 163 at Ramsey Farms 9 
January (RD); 350 at Long Point 16 Jan-
uary (ATy); and 400 at Sauerheber 5 Jan-
uary (TY). 

 

Northern Pintail – modest peak counts in-
cluded ca. 100 in the Lower Hickman 
Bottoms 5 January (MG); 100 at Sauer-
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heber 5 January (TY); 106 at and adjacent 
to Obion WMA, Fulton, 5 February (HC); 
and 143 along Mud Creek at KY 94, 
Fulton, and 60 at Open Pond, both 17 
February (HC, ME, JPo). 

 

Green-winged Teal – local peak counts in-
cluded 74 at Louisville Trackside, Jef-
ferson, 16 December (BP, TT); 70 at 
Ramsey Farms 18 December (RD); 450 at 
Long Point 8 February (RD); 117 at Open 
Pond 17 February (HC, ME, JPo); and ca. 
600 at Sauerheber 22 February (BP, JBa, 
TG, SG). 

 

Canvasback – ca. 170 at Horseshoe Road 
22 February (BP, JBa, SG, TG) repre-
sented the season’s peak count. 

 

Redhead – early season peak counts of in-
terest included 300 on Lake Peewee (TG, 
SG), 700 on Lexington Reservoir #4 (RO, 
LCo, et al.), and 700 on Lake Cumberland 
above Wolf Creek Dam (RD), all 1 De-
cember; 925 on lakes at the Bluegrass 
Army Depot, Madison, 2 December (TE); 
and 86 at Ramsey Farms 13 December 
(JBa, BP). Late season peak counts of 
presumed northbound birds included 125 
on the Ohio River at Louisville (RFa, 
BBC) and 120 near White Hall Historic 
Site, Madison (DSv, LCo), both 27 Febru-
ary; 200 at Walton Pond, Warren, 28 
February (BP, RFa, MS); and 150 on Ky 
Lake above the dam 29 February (JPo, 
JSo). 

 

Greater Scaup – generally present in mod-
est numbers during the season as com-
pared to the previous two winters. 

 

Lesser Scaup – generally modest peak 
counts included 100 on Lake Cumberland 
above Wolf Creek Dam (RD), 100 on 
Lake Peewee (SG, TG), and 300 on Lex-
ington Reservoir #4 (RO, LCo, et al.), all 
1 December. 

 

Surf Scoter – there was only one report: 4 
on the Ohio River at Louisville 1 Decem-
ber (EHu, DSt, RFa, et al.). 

 

White-winged Scoter – there was only one 
report: an imm. male on the Ohio River at 
Louisville 25-29 February (ph. BY et al.). 

 

Long-tailed Duck – there were reports from 
only one locale: a male on Ky Lake above 

the dam 18 December (BP, EHu) with 
perhaps the same bird there 3/23 February 
(HC). 

 

Bufflehead – notable peak counts included 
300 on Lake Peewee 1 December (TG, 
SG); 60 on Cave Run Lake 2 December 
(RL); and 67 at Waitsboro (RD) and 380 
(ca. 250 in a single flock) on Ky Lake 
above the dam (BP, EHu), both 18 De-
cember. 

 

Hooded Merganser – 500 on Lexington 
Reservoirs #2 & #3 on 14 January (SH, 
DL) represented the peak count for the 
season. 

 

Common Merganser – small numbers were 
reported at mostly traditional locales; 
reports of interest included several on the 
Levisa Fork above Fishtrap Lake, Pike, 
during the winter season with a peak 
count of 8 there 6 January (SF); 9 on Lake 
Peewee 27 January (TG, SG); and 15 on 
Cave Run Lake, Rowan, 9 February (SF). 

 

Red-breasted Merganser – peak counts of 
interest included 80 at Fishing Creek 
(RD), 84 on Lake Cumberland above 
Wolf Creek Dam (RD), and 200 on Lex-
ington Reservoir #4 (RO, LCo, et al.), all 
1 December; and 140 on Owsley Fork 
Lake 2 December (RFo, RBa). 

 

Ruddy Duck – peak counts of interest in-
cluded 119 on Lake Cumberland above 
Wolf Creek Dam (RD), 300+ on Cedar 
Creek Lake (JE), and 400 on Lake Peewee 
(SG, TG), all 1 December; 60 on Open 
Pond 8 February (RD); 72 on Lexington 
Reservoirs #2 & #3 on 21 February (DL, 
ASK); and 306 at Jonathan Creek 21 Feb-
ruary (HC). 

 

Red-throated Loon – there was one report: 
1 on Ky Lake off the mouth of Sledd 
Creek 18 December (†BP, EHu). 

 

Common Loon – peak counts of interest in-
cluded 30 on Lexington Reservoir #3 
(RO, LCo, et al.), 60 at Fishing Creek 
(RD), and 500+ on Cedar Creek Lake 
(JE), all 1 December; and 15 on Owsley 
Fork Lake (RBa, RFo) and 30 on Cave 
Run Lake (RL), both 2 December  

 

Horned Grebe – peak counts of interest 
included 200 on the Ohio River at Lou-
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isville (DSt, RFa, et al.), 250 on Lake 
Peewee (SG, TG), and 500 on Lexington 
Reservoir #4 (RO, LCo, et al.), all 1 De-
cember; and 150 on Cave Run Lake, 2 
December (RL). 

 

American White Pelican – the relatively 
mild weather enticed some birds to over-
winter on Ky Lake & Lake Barkley; num-
bers increased during the last week of 
February with a peak count of 506 at Jon-
athan Creek 26 February (ME). Also re-
ported were 16 over Long Point 8 Febru-
ary (RD) and 40 on Lake Peewee, Hop-
kins, 11 February (SG, TG). 

 

Great Egret – there was one report: 1 on a 
farm pond wnw. of Midway, Woodford, 
16 January (†IH). 

 

Green Heron – there were two reports: 1 
along Rock Branch Road sse. of Sawyer, 
McCreary, 19 December (ph. L&TM); 
and 1 at Pumphouse Pond, Pulaski, 18 
January (ph. RD). 

 

Black-crowned Night-Heron – as is the 
norm, a few birds were reported at Louis-
ville during the season; also reported was 
1 at Jacobson Park 4 December (LT) and 
2 at Ky Dam Village SRP 5/19 December 
(CD/HC). 

 

Osprey – 1 at Ky Dam 23 February (HC) 
was the earliest returning spring bird to be 
reported. 

 

Northern Harrier – 25-30 were seen going 
to roost near the end of Frostburg Road, 
Hopkins, 5 February (BP, MTr, SG, TG). 

 

Rough-legged Hawk – there were only two 
reports: 1 near Elkton, Todd, 22 Decem-
ber (ATr) and 1 at the Ken Unit Peabody 
WMA, Ohio, 18 February (SG, TG). 

 

Golden Eagle – there were reports from 
eight locales: a sub.-ad. over Long Point 
19 December (ph. BP, ph. EHu, DW); a 
juv. over US 68/KY 80 e. of Elkton, Todd, 
22 December (ph. RS); single juvs. (per-
haps different individuals) along KY 200 
at Guffey Mt., Wayne, 3 January & 29 
February (ph./†RBo et al. & ph. RBo); 2 
(possibly 3) seen or captured on wildlife 
cameras at Yellowbank WMA, Breckin-
ridge, 17 January–15 February (ph. RTa); 
an ad. captured on a wildlife camera at 

Otter Creek Park, Meade, 18 January (ph. 
CL); 1 captured on a wildlife camera at 
Paintsville Lake WMA, Morgan, 4 Febru-
ary (ph. SF); possibly up to 5 different in-
dividuals captured on wildlife cameras at 
Bernheim Forest during the season (KVo) 
with at least 1 still present there in early 
March (KVo); and a juv. over Higginson-
Henry WMA, Union, 28 February 
(†KMi). 

 

Virginia Rail – there were two reports: 1 
heard at the former Gibraltar Mine, Muh-
lenberg, 3 January (BP, RFa); and 1 heard 
in a marsh in the floodplain of Bayou de 
Chien s. of Clinton, Hickman, 26 Febru-
ary (MG). 

 

Sandhill Crane – summaries of seasonal 
counts at the two major stopover/staging 
areas follow: 2300 at Barren River Lake 1 
December (WT) with 130 there 9 Decem-
ber (WT), 3000-4000 there 4 January 
(WT), 2100 there 11 January (WT), 4000-
5000 there 18 January (TD), 2369 there 
25 January (WT), 12,000 there 28 January 
(TD et al.), 2100 there 1 February (WT), 
250 there 8 February (WT), 2190 there 17 
February (WT), 3500 there 22 February 
(WT), and 10 there 29 February (WT); 
and none w. of Cecilia, Hardin, 1 Decem-
ber (CL), but ca. 1000 there 7 December 
(CLo) with 70 there 14 December (CLo), 
1800 there 20 December (CL), 3600 there 
28 December (CL), ca. 3000 there 2 Jan-
uary (BP, RFa), 5200 there 11 January 
(EHa), 6500/6600 there 1/8 February 
(EHa/EHa), ca. 4000 there 18 February 
(BP, PS), 3800 there 23 February (EHa), 
and 335 there 29 February (EHa). 

 

Spotted Sandpiper – the bird reported at 
the Pfeiffer Fish Hatchery, Franklin, dur-
ing mid-November lingered into early 
winter and was seen there 11/19 Decem-
ber (†JSn/†JeJ, JoJ). 

 

Greater Yellowlegs – singles in the Lower 
Hickman Bottoms 19 February (ph. BY, 
MY) and at McElroy Lake 20 February 
(TD) were the earliest spring migrants to 
be reported. 

 

Lesser Yellowlegs – 2 lingering birds were 
seen at the J.C. Jones Road Sinkhole 
Ponds, Hart, 15 December/9 January (ph. 
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Sabine’s Gull, Wayne 
12 December 2015 
Roseanna Denton 

JSo/ph. JSo); 4 at Sauerheber 22 February 
(BP, JBa, SG, TG) were the earliest spring 
migrants to be reported. 

 

Dunlin – 1 lingered at Jonathan Creek to 17 
December (HC). 

 

Least Sandpiper – as is the norm, several 
dozen lingered at Jonathan Creek into 
mid-December (HC et al.); 16 were still at 
Blood River 9 December (HC) with 8 
there 26 January (HC); also reported were 
12 adjacent to Ballard WMA 22 Decem-
ber (BP, EHu, GL, SG, TG); 3 at Sau-
erheber 1 January (CB); 8 at Barren River 
Lake 17 January (TD); and 1 at the Melco 
flood retention basin, Jefferson, 19-21 
January (MA). One 1 at McElroy Lake 21 
February (BP) was a presumed early mi-
grant, and 10 were back at Jonathan Creek 
26 February (ME). 

 

Pectoral Sandpiper – singles at McElroy 
Lake 21/28 February (BP/BP, RFa, MS) 
were the earliest spring migrants to be re-
ported. 

 

Western Sandpiper – 2 lingered at Jona-
than Creek to 24 December (ph. HC et 
al.). 

 

Wilson’s Snipe – 150 adjacent to Ballard 
WMA 22 December (BP, EHu, GL, SG, 
TG) represented the peak count for the 
season. 

 

American Woodcock – the generally mild 
season resulted in scattered reports of per-
forming birds throughout the winter. 

 

Sabine’s Gull – a juv. was present at Ram-
sey Farms 12-13 December (ph. RBo, et 
al.). KBRC review required. 

Thayer’s Gull – there were only two re-
ports: an ad. below Meldahl Dam 30 Jan-
uary (†BWu); and a first-year bird at 
Barkley Dam 13 February (HC, ph. PS, 
KOS). 

 

Thayer’s Gull x Iceland Gull – an ad. that 
was either a pale Thayer’s or intergrade 
was at Ky Dam 13 February (BP et al.). 

 

Lesser Black-backed Gull – as is the norm, 
a few birds were reported at various lo-
cales around Ky Dam and on Ky Lake, 
Marshall, during the season with a peak 
counts of 4 in the area 19 December (HC, 
JPo) and at Sledd Creek 13 February (HC, 
KOS). Also reported was a first-year bird 
near Hamby Pond in the Lower Hickman 
Bottoms 1 December (MG) and an ad. on 
Freeman Lake 3 December (ph. JSn). 

 

Glaucous Gull – a probable first-year bird 
was at Ky Dam 31 January (ph. MTs) 
with a first-year bird there 22-29 February 
(ph. JPo et al.). 

 

Great Black-backed Gull – a first-year bird 
was at Ky Dam 13 February (ph. BP). 

 

Forster’s Tern – as is the norm, small num-
bers lingered on embayments on the w. 
side of Ky Lake, Marshall/Calloway into 
mid-December, with a few birds lingering 
through the winter. 

 

Barn Owl – there were six reports: 2 at 
different locales on the Elkton CBC 22 
December (ATr) with 2 sw. of Elkton, 
Todd, 5 Feb (BP, MTr, SG, TG); 2 on the 
Eastern Allen County CBC 2 January 
(fide NG); 1 heard se. of Perryville, Boyle, 
6 February (RTh); 1 ne. of Lafayette, 
Christian, 19 February (ph. SBe); and 1 at 
Camp #11 on 22 February (BP, ph. JBa, 
SG, TG). 

 

Snowy Owl – an imm. male was present ca. 
4 mi. s. of Monticello, Wayne, 15-16 De-
cember but was unfortunately found dead 
17 December (B&CD, ph. MP). KBRC 
review required. 

 

Short-eared Owl – there were reports from 
five locales: 3-4 at Sinclair through the 
season (SG, TG, et al.) with a peak tally 
of 10 there 8 December (P&SF); 1 at Sha-
ker Village, Mercer, 11 December (DL, 
SP); 3 at CVG 2 January (JSt); 1 in Pike 



44 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER Vol. 92 

 

Least Flycatcher, Fulton 
19 December 2015 

Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 

22 February (ph. JBl); and 2 at Camp #11 
on 22 February (BP, JBa, SG, TG). 

 

Northern Saw-whet Owl – 2 were banded 
at Surrey Hills Farm 3 December (MM et 
al.). 

 

Black-chinned Hummingbird – the imm. 
male banded in ne. Calloway in early 
November lingered to 14 January (ph. 
TG). 

 

Rufous Hummingbird – the imm. female at 
Murray, Calloway, was present through 
the season (ME et al.). 

 

Selasphorus sp. – a Rufous/Allen’s type 
hummingbird was seen in a yard n. of 
Glasgow, Barren, 20-22 January (LCr). 

 

Merlin – a summary of reports follows: 
singles at several different locales in both 
suburban Lexington and Louisville during 
the season (m. ob.); 1-2 at Sinclair during 
the season (P&SF, SG, TG, RFa, et al.); 1 
at Schochoh, Logan, 11 December (ph. 
ST); 1 at Highland Cemetery, Kenton, 16 
December/6 February (FR/RCr); 1 at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery, Kenton, 20 December/6 
February (RCr); 1 at Ashland, Boyd, 26 
December (RCr); 1 at Covington, Kenton, 
30 December (JBk); singles along White 
Road e. of Dabney, Pulaski (RD), on the 
Kleber WMA CBC (JeJ, JoJ), and on the 
Shelbyville CBC (fide HB), all 2 January; 
1 at Raven Run Sanctuary, Fayette, 9 Jan-
uary (DSv, LCo); 1 on the Homestead 
Unit Peabody WMA, Ohio, 19 January 
(TG, ph. SG); 1 at Evergreen Cemetery, 
Campbell, 30 January/6 February (KW/ 
EB, KW); 1 at CVG 5 February (RCr); 1 
along Frostburg Road, Hopkins, 5/18 Feb-
ruary (BP, MTr, SG, TG/BP, PS); and 1 at 
Meldahl Dam 19 Febraury (WH). 

 

Peregrine Falcon – reports of birds away 
from near known nesting territories in-
cluded 1 at Guthrie Swamp, Todd, 22 
December (JH, ATr); singles at Lexington 
18/23 January & 21 February (SH/MTr & 
SH); and 1 at Ky Dam 3 February (HC, 
ME, JPo). 

 

Least Flycatcher – 1 was seen and heard 
calling (whit notes) at Lake No. 9 on 19 
December (ph. BP, ph. EHu, DW, MG, 
RS, VS). Under KBRC review. 

White-eyed Vireo – 1 at McConnell Springs 
Park, Fayette, 11 January (ph. CB) was 
exceptional for the season. 

 

Fish Crow – reports of the species through 
the season may have demonstrated winter-
ing; as is normal, small numbers were 
reported at several sites along the Mis-
sissippi River by the last week or so of 
February (m. ob.). Reports of interest 
included 1-2 lingering at Jonathan Creek 
to 19 December (HC et al.) with 2 back 
there by 26 February (ME); 2 in the Upper 
Hickman Bottoms, Fulton, 17 December 
(MG) with 1 heard there 5 February (HC, 
ME); 1 heard at Clarks River NWR, 
Marshall, 14 January (JPo); singles at Ky 
Dam 6/12 February (JH/HC); 7 at Fulton, 
Fulton, 8 February (RD); and singles 
heard at Blood River 18 February (HC) 
and at Benton, Marshall, 20 February 
(JPo). 

 

Common Raven – reports of interest in-
cluded singles at different locales on Fish-
trap Lake WMA, Pike, 22 December & 19 
February (SF); singles at different locales 
on Dewey Lake WMA, Floyd, 14 January 
& 19 February (SF); 1 heard at the Dewey 
Lake office, Floyd, 1 February (SF); and 2 
caught on a wildlife camera at Paintsville 
Lake WMA, Morgan, 3 February (ph. 
SF). 
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Purple Martin – 2 at the LBL Nature Sta-

tion, Lyon/Trigg, 29 February (AY) were 
the earliest to be reported. 

 

Tree Swallow – singles along Clear Creek, 
Hopkins, 18 February (BP, PS); at Lake 
Reba, Madison, 20 February (JSu); and at 
Allensville, Todd, 22 February (DH) were 
the earliest to be reported. 

 

Red-breasted Nuthatch – the species was 
nearly absent for the third winter in a row 
with 1-2 reported on only four CBCs; the 
only additional report was for 1 at John 
James Audubon SP, Henderson, 11 Feb-
ruary (BM). 

 

Brown-headed Nuthatch – 1-4 were repor-
ted at the Ky Dam Village SRP territory 
through the season (m. ob.). 

 

House Wren – it was a good season for the 
species with eight reports: 1 ene. of 
Creelsboro, Russell, 16 December (ph. 
RD); 1 sw. of Cecilia, Hardin, 17 Decem-
ber (ph. BP, JA); 2 at Long Point 19 De-
cember (†BP, ph. EHu, DW); 1 heard 
along London Dock Road sw. of Bald-
rock, Laurel, 19 December (†RD); 1 s. of 
Daysville, Todd, 22 December (†RS); 1 
on Ft. Knox, Meade, 26 December (†BP); 
1 at Lake Cumberland WMA, Pulaski, 1 
January (vo. RD); and 1 at Cedar Creek 
Lake 5 January (JE). 

 

Sedge Wren – 1 was at West Ky WMA, 
McCracken, 30 December (†KMc, †BP). 

 

Marsh Wren – 2 were heard at the former 
Gibraltar Mine, Muhlenberg, 3 January 
(BP, RFa). 

 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher – 1 at Long Point 
19/21 December (BP/ph. MG) was very 
tardy or wintering. 

 

Gray Catbird – there was one report: 1 nw. 
of Stanford, Lincoln, 30 January (JE). 

 

American Pipit – 250 total ca. 2 mi. nnw. of 
Allensville, Todd, 22 December (RS) rep-
resented the peak count for the season. 

 

Cedar Waxwing – generally the species did 
not linger in large numbers into the winter 
season with 1-372 reported on 23 CBCs 
and relatively few reports after early Jan-
uary. 

 

Lapland Longspur – reports of interest in-
cluded ca. 200 n. of Dot, Logan 2 De-
cember (FL); 300 in the Lower Hickman 
Bottoms 17 December (MG); and up to 5 
at Spindletop Farm during early February 
(DSv, LCo, et al.). 

 

Black-and-white Warbler – quite extraor-
dinary was 1 at Raven Run Sanctuary, 
Fayette, 9 January (ph. AW). Interesting-
ly, this is the same location where the 
state’s first winter record was reported 
winter 2014-2015 (see The Ky. Warbler 
91:56, 2015). 

 

Orange-crowned Warbler – there were an 
unprecedented number of reports with all 
being included: 1 lingering at Surrey Hills 
Farm from late November was last seen 8 
December (BP, ph. PS, et al.); 1 at Bear-
grass Creek SNP, Louisville, 11 Decem-
ber (†JBa); singles (the same individual?) 
ne. of Goshen, Oldham, 15 December/30 
January (†BD/†BD); 1 at Fish Pond, w. 
Fulton, 17 December (†MG); 4 (3 at Long 
Point and 1 at Lake No. 9), all 19 
December (BP, EHu, DW); 1 at Thurman 
Hutchins Park, Louisville, 20 December 
(ph. JBa. MW); 1 at Ballard WMA 22 De-
cember (†BP, EHu, GL, SG, TG); 2 
together s. of Daysville, Todd, 22 Decem-
ber (ph. RS); 1 on the Anchorage Trail, 
Jefferson, 30 January (†AM, BBC); and 1 
at Frankfort, Franklin, 3-15 February (ph. 
SBr). 

 

Common Yellowthroat – 1 was reported at 
Jacobson Park 22 December (†JSo). 

 

American Redstart – a female/imm. was 
present e. of Mt. Zion, Pulaski, 5 Decem-
ber–9 January (ph. RD). 

 

Palm Warbler – 10 on the Western Allen 
County CBC 26 December (fide JBr) and 
10 (including a flock of 9) on the Nolin 
River CBC 19 December (fide JBn) were 
exceptional. 

 

Pine Warbler – 1-3 were reported on six 
CBCs. 

 

Prairie Warbler – a tardy bird was in the 
company of the Wilson’s Warbler noted 
below on the w. side of Paducah, Mc-
Cracken, 14 December (ph. JRu). 
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Wilson’s Warbler and Prairie Warbler, McCracken 
Gleaning insects outside window of WPSD TV station, 14 December 2015 

Jennifer Rukavina 

 

Grasshopper Sparrow, Logan 
14 February 2016 

Frank Lyne 

Black-throated Gray Warbler – the indiv-
idual found at Surrey Hills Farm in early 
November was last seen 6 December 
(BP).  

 

Wilson’s Warbler – a tardy bird was in the 
company of the Prairie Warbler noted 
above on the w. side of Paducah, Mc-
Cracken, 14 December (ph. JRu). 

 

Yellow-breasted Chat – unprecedented for 
the state during winter was 1 at McMil-
lan’s Landing, Monroe, 17 January 
(†NB). 

 

American Tree Sparrow – 1-28 on 18 
CBCs represented a somewhat below-av-
erage presence for recent years; the lower 
numbers may have been a result of rel-
atively mild weather conditions. 

 

Chipping Sparrow – 1-58 on 15 CBCs rep-
resented a now-normal presence during 
early winter; other reports of interest in-
cluded 15 ene. of Cane Valley, Adair, 14 
January (RD) and 15 at Fishtrap Lake, 
Pike, 30 January (JBl). 

 

Vesper Sparrow – there were two reports: 1 
along West Old State Road, Allen, 26 
December (†JBr); and 6 n. of Dot, Logan, 
19-20 January (ph. FL). 

 

Lark Sparrow – quite extraordinary were 
two reports during the season, both at 
feeding stations: 1 along US 421 ne. of 
Defoe, se. Henry, 20-23 January (†RR) 
and 1 at Georgetown, Scott, 16-18 Febru-
ary (ph. BS et al.). 

Grasshopper Sparrow – 1 was present n. of 
Dot, Logan, 21 January–14 February (ph. 
FL). 

 

Le Conte’s Sparrow – there were two re-
ports: 2 at West Ky WMA, McCracken, 
22 December (BP, EHu, GL) and 2 at the 
Wendell Ford Training Site, Muhlenberg, 
18 February (BP, PS). 

 

Fox Sparrow – the species was not present 
in exceptional numbers this winter with 1-
43 reported on 17 CBCs. 

 

Dark-eyed Junco – there were three reports 
of Oregon Juncos (J. h. oreganus): 1 win-
tered in a yard at Douglass Hills, Jefferson 
(ph. MY, BY); 1 was banded at Ashland, 
Boyd, 25 December and lingered through 
the season (ba./ph. RCa); and 1 was pres-
ent along KY 90 w. of Monticello, Wayne, 
for a week to ten days during mid-Febru-
ary (ph. RBo). 
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Baltimore Oriole, Calloway 
1 January 2016 

Kathy & John Mitchell 

 

Dark-eyed “Oregon” Junco, Jefferson 
15 November 2015 

Ben Yandell 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak – an imm. male 
was at a feeding station in Lexington 12-
13 December (ph. AH, CV). 

 

Rusty Blackbird – reports of interest in-
cluded 120 at Cherokee Park, Louisville, 
18 December (BWo, JBa) with an esti-
mate of 250 there 20 December (JW); and 
up to 500 (29 December [KMi]) at the 
Highland Creek Unit Sloughs WMA, 
Union, during the season (KMi et al.). 

 

Brewer’s Blackbird – there were three re-
ports: a female at Ramsey Farms 12 
December (†RD); 4 in the Lower Hick-
man Bottoms 14 December (†MG); and 8 
along US 51 e. of Crutchfield, Hickman, 
26 February (†MG). 

 

Baltimore Oriole – there were three reports 
at feeding stations, all of individuals that 
looked like imms./females: 1 on the sw. 
side of Murray, Calloway, 1 January (ph. 
J&KM); 1 ne. of Goshen, Oldham, 20 
January–7 February (ph. BD); and 1 just 
ne. of Bardstown, Nelson, 28 January (ph. 
PG). 

 

Purple Finch – the species lingered through 
the season in generally small numbers 
with 1-33 on 17 CBCs constituting a rel-
atively normal winter presence for recent 
years. Up to 26 wsw. of Bronston, Pulas-
ki, 16 January (JPe) represented the only 
other significant count reported. 

 

Common Redpoll – there was one report: a 
female at Highland Cemetery, Kenton, 12 

February into early March (RFz, EG, et 
al.) with 2 present there 28 February (ph. 
AC, ph. JRo). KBRC review required. 

 

Pine Siskin – generally modest numbers 
lingered locally into early winter with 2-
55 reported on only four CBCs; generally 
low numbers remained quite locally dis-
tributed through the remainder of the 
winter. Peak tallies included at least 55 
along Kelly Branch Road, Ballard, 22 De-
cember (BP, EHu, GL); 40 at Evergreen 
Cemetery, Campbell, 13 December (FR) 
with 50+ there 6 January (FR); 50 at 
Wood Creek Lake, Laurel, 27 December 
(AK); and 150+ along Swift Camp Creek, 
Wolfe, 20 February (BWu). 

 

Addenda to Winter 2013-2014 Report: 
 

Snowy Owl – the USDA reported that air-
craft struck and killed 2 individuals at 
Louisville Int. Airport 26 December 2013 
and 31 December 2013 (ph. MC); also 
reported was 1 at the same location 6 Jan-
uary 2014 (†MC). 

 

Addendum to the Spring 2015 Report: 
 

Yellow-throated Warbler – 1 at Lexington 
14 March 2015 (†WH) represented a new 
early arrival date by four days. 

 

Addendum to the Summer 2015 Report: 
 

Bell’s Vireo – 1 at Perryville Battlefield 
State Historic Site, Boyle, one day in mid-
July 2015 (†GS) represented a first for the 
central Bluegrass region. 

 
 Observers: Jim Arnett (JA), Audubon Society of Kentucky (ASK), Michael Autin 
(MA), Jamie Baker (JBa), Rebecca Bates (RBa), Matthan Beachy (MB), Nathan Beachy 
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(NB), Beckham Bird Club (BBC), Sarah Bell (SBe), Josh Blackmon (JBl), Clay Bliznik 
(CB), Josh Bock (JBk), Ray Bontrager (RBo), John Brittain (JBn), Horace Brown (HB), 
John David Brubaker (JBr), Sue Bruenderman (SBr), Eric Burkholder (EB), Andrew 
Cannizzaro (AC), Ron Canterbury (RCa), Hap Chambers (HC), Lisa Combs (LCo), Mark 
Craig (MC), Linda Craiger (LCr), Charlie Crawford (CC), Rodney Crice (RCr), Brian 
Davis (BD), Roseanna Denton (RD), Chelsea DeVivo (CD), Brad & Christie Dobbs 
(B&CD), Tom Durbin (TD), Melissa Easley (ME), Tom Edwards (TE), Jackie Elmore (JE), 
Rand Falls (RFa), Ron Foltz (RFz), Preston & Shari Forsythe (P&SF), Rob Foster (RFo), 
Scott Freidhof (SF), Paula Geihs (PG), Teresa Gemeinhardt (TG), Noah Glick (NG), Steve 
Graham (SG), Teresa Graham (TG), Mark Greene (MG), Ed Groneman (EG), Joe Hall 
(JH), Debbie Hamilton (DH), Erin Harper (EHa), Stratton Hatfield (SH), Ian Horn (IH), 
Alice Howell (AH), Eddie Huber (EHu), William Hull (WH), Jeff Jones (JeJ), Joel Jones 
(JoJ), Albert Kayser (AK), Kentucky Ornithological Society (KOS), Kory Knight (KK), 
John Krull (JK), David Lang (DL), Roger Lemaster (RL), Wes Little (WL), Charlie 
Logsdon (CL), Glen Lovelace (GL), Frank Lyne (FL), Kelly McKay (KMc), Lee McNeely 
(LM), Bob Meier (BM), Andrew Melnykovych (AM), John Meredig (JM), Keith Michalski 
(KMi), Lynda & Tom Mills (L&TM), John & Kathy Mitchell (J&KM), Mark Monroe 
(MM), multiple observers (m. ob.), Ronan O’Carra (RO), Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BP), 
Matthew Parmley (MP), Sydney Penner (SP), James Perlowski (JPe), Charlie Plush (CP), 
Gary Pogue (GP), Josh Powell (JPo), Reuben Raber (RR), Frank Renfrow (FR), Keith 
Richardson (KR), Mike Riggs (MR), Jeff Rowe (JRo), Jennifer Rukavina (JRu), Edwin & 
Mary Shouse (E&MS), Jennifer Snyder (JSn), Jeff Sole (JSo), Pam Spaulding (PS), Gary 
Stegner (GS), Jack Stenger (JSt), Brian Stern (BS), Matt Stickel (MS), Ruben Stoll (RS), 
Victor Stoll (VS), Del Striegel (DSt), Josh Suich (JSu), Dave Svetich (DSv), Wayne 
Tamminga (WT), Ryan Taylor (RTa), Laurie Thomas (LT), Robert Thompson (RTh), 
Melanie Torres (MTs), Mark Tower (MTr), Tim Towles (TT), Allan Trently (ATy), Alan 
Troyer (ATr), Steve Tyson (ST), Kayla Veitch (KVe), Carl Vogel (CV), Kelly Vowels 
(KVo), Major Waltman (MW), Donna Ward (DW), Kirk Westendorf (KW), James Wheat 
(JW), Anna Wiker (AW), Barbara Woerner (BWo), Brian Wulker (BWu), Ben Yandell 
(BY), Mary Yandell (MY), Aviva Yasgur (AY), Thomas Young (TY). 
 

— 8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville, KY, 40222 (brainard@mindspring.com) (Palmer-
Ball) and P.O. Box 463, Burlington, KY, 41005 (lkmc9@aim.com) (McNeely). 
 

SPRING 2016 K.O.S. MEETING 
Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park 

April 29–May 1, 2016 
 

Blaine R. Ferrell 
 

 Pat and Jane Bell led a field trip to Land Between the Lakes on Friday afternoon for 
early arrivals. Vice-President David Lang opened the Friday evening meeting at 7:02 p.m. 
He recognized several new members who were present. David introduced Carol Besse, who 
introduced the first program of the evening about the 2015 Jefferson County Big Year 
undertaken by birders in the Louisville area. A target list of 266 possible species was 
prepared by Brainard Palmer-Ball. During the year, the group collectively reported 250 
species, including nine birds not on the list of 266 and four that were first-time records for 
Jefferson County. The effort was cooperative rather than competitive with everyone sharing 
their sightings via a special email group. Pat Bell saw the most species with a final tally of 
247. Carol then introduced Pam Spaulding, who shared a slide show set to music high-
lighting many of the birds observed during the Jefferson County Big Year. 
 David Lang next introduced Stratton Hatfield, who presented Birding, Guiding and 
Conservation—Making My Passions My Life. Stratton was born in Zimbabwe, Africa, and 
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moved to Kenya at age 14. His family is originally from eastern Kentucky, and he is related 
to the Hatfields of the “Hatfields and McCoys feud” notariety. He is currently conducting 
research on the Martial Eagle as part of his graduate studies at the University of Kentucky. 
Stratton presented a series of slides on bird and mammal species in Kenya. He also 
described a tour company, African Birding Safaris, he has started which uses native Kenyan 
guides. Stratton wants to ensure that the revenue brought to Kenya through tourism pro-
vides direct benefits to the people of Kenya. That way they will have an incentive to protect 
the wildlife and conserve their habitats. He further discussed the problems surrounding 
wildlife conservation in Africa and offered some solutions to the issues.  
 David Lang announced the field trips for Saturday morning that would leave the lodge 
at 8:00 a.m. Blaine Ferrell would lead a trip around the lodge, Brainard Palmer-Ball would 
lead a trip in search of waterbirds, Rob Lane would lead a trip for songbirds in the northern 
part of Land Between the Lakes, and Steve Kistler would lead a beginners walk. Two 
afternoon trips would also be offered at 1:30 p.m., including a trip by Brainard Palmer-Ball 
to additional viewing sites on the lakes and by David Lang to Land Between the Lakes. Pat 
Bell reminded everyone about the speaker for Saturday evening. The meeting adjourned at 
8:22 p.m. and was followed by a social hour. 
 President Pat Bell opened the Saturday evening meeting at 7:00 p.m. She welcomed 
everyone and had new members introduce themselves. Blaine Ferrell tallied the species 
count for the weekend. Pat Bell thanked those who contributed to the Society’s various 
funds and mentioned that the Kingsolver Fund would be sending Tommy Quarles to ABA’s 
Camp Colorado this summer. She then introduced the speaker, James Currie, a life-long 
wildlife enthusiast and host of the TV show Nikon’s Birding Adventures. His talk, Birding 
the World with James Currie, was a video trip around the world. He focused on one or two 
species from each of several continents. He began in Colombia for a trek to see Torrent 
Ducks, then to Africa for endangered Wattled Cranes. Next he took the group to Peru for 
the Hoatzin, an odd prehistoric-looking bird that eats leaves and can barely fly, and Club-
winged Mannikins that use their wings like a violin for courtship. The Jamaican Owl was 
next, followed by Blue-footed Boobies and Magnificent Frigatebirds on Isla Isabel, 
McQueen’s Bustard in the Negev Desert, and the Australian Western Bowerbird. He is 
currently working on a documentary called Tuskers in hopes of saving the world’s few 
remaining elephants with giant tusks. A tusker is an elephant with tusks that weigh more 
than 100 pounds. Two hundred years ago there were over 100,000 big tusked elephants, but 
today there are only 40 left in the world. He followed his talk by signing copies of his book 
When Eagles Roar. 
 Vice-President David Lang listed the Sunday morning field trips. Jeff Sole would lead 
one to Mantle Rock Nature Preserve in Livingston County, Josh Powell and Hap Chambers 
would lead a trip to nearby Clarks River National Wildlife Refuge, and Brainard Palmer-
Ball, Jr. would lead one for songbirds in the Land Between the Lakes. Pat Bell thanked the 
field trip leaders for their contribution. The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m. followed by 
refreshments. Observations from Sunday morning field trips brought the bird list up to an 
impressive 160 species. 
 

Attendance at the Spring 2016 K.O.S. Meeting 
 

Alexandria: Mary Beth & Ron Lusby 
Benton: Josh Powell 
Berea: Rebecca Bates, Rob Foster 
Bowling Green: Blaine Ferrell, Carol Hummel 
Cadiz: James D. Chiles 
Carlisle: Eva Lee & Wendell Kingsolver 
Calvert City: Jeremy Teague 
Danville: Granville Cox 
Elizabethtown: Doug & Janet Gebler, Jennifer & Jerry Snyder 
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Frankfort: Kay Harker, Tommy Quarles, Jeff Sole 
Gilbertsville: Denny & Jeff Dreyer 
Georgetown: David Lang 
Glasgow: Linda Craiger 
Greenville: Steve & Teresa Graham 
Hopkinsville: Annette & Sarah Bell 
Independence: Rodney Crice 
Lawrenceburg: Terry Anderson 
Lexington: Clay Bliznik, Nancy Braun, James Hodge, Briana Lewis, Teresa Noel, Marie 

Sutton, Joe Swanson, Jim Williams 
Louisville: Lyle Babberl, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Carol Besse, Rob Lane, David & Terri 

Lusk, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Pam Spaulding, James Wheat, Mary 
Yandell 

Mayfield: Bettina Ivy 
Morehead: Fred & Katie Busroe 
Murray: Kandy Carstens, Hap Chambers, Melissa Easley, Teresa Gemeinhardt, 

Bonnie & Sam McNeely, Mike Miller, Melanie Torres 
Munfordville: Janet & Steve Kistler 
Prospect: Win Ahrens 
Science Hill: Roseanna Denton 
Upton: Bonnie Avery 
Waddy: Tanner Shepard 
Salem, AR Patty Horner 
Tucker, GA Jenny & Tom Michaels 
Floyd Knobs, IN: Colleen Craven-Becker, Tom Becker 
Indianapolis, IN: Louanne Barriger, Larry Peavler 
Cincinnati, OH Brian Wulker 
Eugene, OR Rick Ahrens 

 
Birds Observed at the KOS Spring Meeting at  

Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park and Vicinty,  
April 29-May 1, 2016 

 

 The following species were observed by KOS members during the weekend of 29 April–1 
May 2016 at Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park, Land Between the Lakes, and vicinity: 
Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Lesser Scaup, 
Common Goldeneye, Hooded Merganser, Red-breasted Merganser, Wild Turkey, Common 
Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, Horned Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant, American White Pelican, 
Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, Little Blue Heron, Cattle Egret, Green Heron, 
Black-crowned Night-Heron, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron, Black Vulture, Turkey Vulture, 
Osprey, Mississippi Kite, Bald Eagle, Cooper’s Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, 
American Coot, Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, Spotted Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, Greater 
Yellowlegs, Willet, Lesser Yellowlegs, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Pectoral 
Sandpiper, Short-billed Dowitcher, Bonaparte’s Gull, Franklin’s Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Herring 
Gull, Caspian Tern, Common Term, Forster’s Tern, Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, Eastern Screech Owl, Barred Owl, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted 
Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy 
Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, American Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon, 
Eastern Wood-Pewee, Acadian Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Great Crested Fly-
catcher, Eastern Kingbird, White-eyed Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Warb-
ling Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, American Crow, Fish Crow, Horned 
Lark, Purple Martin, Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Barn 
Swallow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown-headed Nut-
hatch, House Wren, Carolina Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Eastern 
Bluebird, Veery, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Swainson’s Thrush, Hermit Thrush, Wood Thrush, 
American Robin, Gray Catbird, Northern Mockingbird, Brown Thrasher, European Starling, 
Cedar Waxwing, Ovenbird, Worm-eating Warbler, Northern Waterthrush, Louisiana Water-
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thrush, Blue-winged Warbler, Golden-winged Warbler, Black-and-white Warbler, Prothonotary 
Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 
Hooded Warbler, American Redstart, Cape May Warbler, Northern Parula, Magnolia Warbler, 
Bay-breasted Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Black-
poll Warbler, Palm Warbler, Pine Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, 
Prairie Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat, Eastern Towhee, Chip-
ping Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, 
White-crowned Sparrow, Summer Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel, Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern 
Meadowlark, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Orchard Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, 
House Finch, American Goldfinch, and House Sparrow. The total number of species was 160. 
 

— 283 Roy Thomas Road, Bowling Green, KY, 42103 (blaine.ferrell@wku.edu). 
 

NEWS AND VIEWS 
 

Visit the K.O.S. Web Site! 
 

 You may find all kinds of information about the Kentucky Ornithological Society on 
our web site at the following web address: www.birdky.org.  Descriptions of all of our 
activities including spring and fall meetings, bird counts, field trips, scholarships and grants, 
and much more are available there. 
 
  Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Available 

 

 The Virginia & Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to 
honor the memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions of 
Ginny and her husband, Wendell, to K.O.S. and to environmental education efforts across 
Kentucky. The scholarship is available to a young birder between the ages of 13 and 18 
who lives in Kentucky. The Fund will pay tuition for a young birder to attend an American 
Birding Association Summer Camp. Details about the A.B.A. camps can be found on the 
A.B.A. website. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants should fill out the form 
found on the K.O.S. web site (http://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny-kingsolver-fund.html), 
write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend, and include a brief 
recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Recipients will be asked to report on 
their camp experience either in person to their local bird club, to K.O.S. at a meeting, or in 
writing. The deadline to apply for a 2016 Kingsolver Scholarship is April 1, 2016. 
 

K.O.S. Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 
 

 The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the 
deeper appreciation of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants of 
up to $500, visit the K.O.S. web site (http://www.birdky.org/anne-stamm-fund.html) or 
contact Scott Marsh by mail at 4401 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY, 40509, or 
via email at (scott.marsh@twc.com). 
 

K.O.S. Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Avian Research Grants Available 
 

 The Burt L. Monroe, Jr., Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky 
with monetary awards of up to $1000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the K.O.S. web 
site (http://www.birdky.org/burt-monroe-jr-fund.html) or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY, 40601 
(kate.slankard@ky.gov). 
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Baltimore Oriole, Oldham Co. 
6 February 2016 

Brian Davis 

 

Black-and-white Warbler, Fayette Co. 
9 January 2016 

Anna Wiker 

 

Orange-crowned Warbler, Jefferson Co. 
8 December 2015 
Pam K. Spaulding 

 

 

Cackling Geese, Franklin Co. 
21 January 2016 

Pam K. Spaulding 

 

Common Redpolls, Kenton Co. 
28 February 2016 

Jeff Rowe 

 
 

Lark Sparrow, Scott Co. 
17 February 2016 

Brian Stern 
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