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DUif:I,IbTIC T),\YS I!.I 1C7:N'.:1-UCKY 
(Casey Co. J,;e·ws-••){{it; .. ;3f~--:i930) 
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soobho \;he 
ni,,.., 

t1JrnC'.d 1\lown; p0r\1s.p:;, i.;0 

. " 1. L 1L 
J. ,, 
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defend ·[;heir honor at so;ne -t..irn.0 in their l:i:vc-rn Rncl the rost.or 

m.1ch na1nos o.s Henry Clay, C'..-eorE~B D. Prentice, Snin Hous·!;on 

:i.l:, \Vf:lS a rwco profG:Hiion l;'.w.!-; d:1..d not come in contnc+;, clirecbly 

,, 
0 o widespread o.n.d µrevc.len-\-:; \'ffW l~he cusbom Gho.t, as enrly 

Rs 1812, o.n oath a;{,ainrrt ch.1011.inr; hnd to be taken l.-ry n-bate end 

;judicial of.f'ice1·rJ r.nd o.\~t;orneyc-nb,~lnv·1,. Hot only did. they 

hri.vc l;o rr;·.,re~1-l" tho.\;, since n spocif:lod date, they had not 1;iven 

or accopt;cd o. duel cl·u1ll0nrs0 and would no!-; do so l:!hi.le they 

co.rTyir:./~ n e!•nllenge for n.nother. In H360, condomna·l_;ion o.f 

<luo11in1; vvas incorpo1·n\;od ~Ln t;he N0w Co11.nt:i.tu-tlor1 of Yont1-1ek;/ .. 

lJu.~1t \:.)10 cJ1·mviri;;; of l)lood S(·)err1.ed 1-;o :JHti1:1fy rnosl-; of \::Jn 

L1udio I s 1-:-~nc.e sl:wuld Le uucc1 o 

In other vwrdn, ho dmnnndeU \-;hnl-:; both ho and hLs 0ppone11t 



Ueen preGcr·ved, bled tlio perti.cipnn~;s in .!::;ids od(i J.uel until 

blood .. 1//hol:;]1.e1· +:;ho 1-:ileodi:n[: cooled 1:,lle hey!~ 1iloud of' tho 

pGLeoi'ully,. 

'I' tie pour otli13ors and tlwir pApors seu1ned to ho constantly 

Hoy1o, v/1.th seconds reu1:;r rd; iu:mcl to piel: up ~il(:d..r rornr:iins, 

His n.n-J:;i-slnvory Gentiment in a Jist_1'ic-b oxtremol;y p1·0-contho1·n 

d.ianpp1·ov0d o.f his v:i.olrn1t d:i.nbrihos ago.in.Gt slcvery had 

forcibly removed the pr0su o.nU type of bho 11 rrruo {1,.111e1·icn.n., 11 

spno.king n. d11ol, lnrl~ shqrrn tho :_i_uiek feeJ:i.np; o:f Chu l~irno o.s 

Jd1e encot.m!_·,or- rer-n,1lteU. .from a public discussion n.!::; Foxtovrn, in 



4. 

He fought 11 forllllll duel with Robert Wiokliffee, Jr,~ 

in Fnyette County in 1841, thought Cnssius, on more thnn one 

occnsion, was not fortunnte enought 'to have a seoond arrange 

his affairs of honor deoorously for him. In 1843, his life 

wns saved by a mere stroke of good luok in an argument with 

Sam Brown in Fnyetto County. 

In the course of an argument the lntter fired at Clay 

and bhe ball struck the scabbard of a knife he wns carrying, 

V/hy he was carrying such a weapon--a Bowie knife--is not 

lmow, but carry it he did, and when the b11,ll from Brovm' s 

piotol failed to reach home, Clay pulled out his knife, 

Seemingly going Berserk, he carved up his would-be asaa_sd:l.n' s 

face in a pretty fashion, though Brown, the originnl offender, 

somehow mnnaged to survive to tell the tnle, 

DUELS OF GEORGE D, PRENTICE 

George D, Prentice, editor of the Louisville Journal, 

and the Focus, was nnother hot-blooded newspaper man. He 

seemed either to have a partiality for the month of August 

in which to engage in affairs of honor or the hent did not 

improve his temper for in August, 1833, he had a personal 

encounter with George Jo.mes Trotter of the Kentucky Gazette 

at Lexington, in which neither wns serl.ously injured and 

ago.in in August, five years later, Prentice and Major Thomas 

P, Moore hnd the satisfaction of firing nt eaoh qther at 

Harrodsburg Springs, 

Mr, T0otter had a "past" as a duelist and in an en

counter in 1829 he dealt less kindly with the enemy, Bor 

in this duel, which took place near the Scott County line, 

his opponent had been killed, 
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As an aftermath of a personal editorial in the Courier 

in Louisville, there Vlt\S another newspaper shooting, this 

time between George D. Prentice and Reuben T. Durrett of the 

Courier. The rival editors met on the street and, because 

Durrett took exception to the above~entioned editorial, the 

two let loose a volley of bullets at each other which wounded 

neither part}! to the fight, but did strike an innocent party, 

An inat!l.llce of what the poor nm~spo.per man of the age 

had to be prepared to face is the co.ae orf1 a certain enitor of 

the Kentucky Gazette at Lexington, who was shot and killed 

by Charles Wickliffe as the result of an o.rgument in which 

the lo.tter had demanded the neme of the author of o. certain 

article which appeared in the po.per. 
' . 

GOVERNOR METCALFE lmCEIVES CHALLm·IGE 

Two men, later governors of Kentucky, Genero.l Thomas 

Metcalfe and James Clo.rk, were concerned in a duel which 

had a newspaper origin, though the duel fell through beco.use 

the po.rties to the fi~ht could not agree on the weapons to be 

used. 

George McDuffie of South Carolina took up the cudgels 

because of what he considered an insult attributed to 

Me-toalfe, o.ppenring in a newspaper, Both were members of 

Congress at the time. 

Metclafe, as the challenging po.rty, wanted to fight 

with rifles while Clark insisted on pistols, The new 

argument as to weo.pons apparently overshadowed the original 

cause of complaint and o.s Metclo.fe stood pat on his rights 

to name the weapons, McDuffie either got cold feet or 

600;1 
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it benee,th his dignity to satisfy honor with plebian rifles 

and the duel died a natural death. 

A year after this episode at Washington, Metcalfe 

became governor of his native state and eight years later 

Clark, who was his second in this proposed duel, took on 

himself the duties of the gubernatorial office at Frankfort, 

Sometimes amiable relations were re-established before 

the combatants had a chance to try out the sureness of their 

aim, Colonel Samuel Major, editor of the Frankfort Common

wealth, set out in 1857 for Indiana to settle their diffi

culties, but by the time they had arrived in Louisville, 

·their troubles had been patched up and they returned to 

their .tbditorial chairs at peaoe. 

Sometimes a little bloodshed was required to re-establish 

friendly relations. In 1847, tvro former Kentucky lawyers, 

a man by the name of Ward and Edward C, l\larshall took passage 

on a steamboat from Frankfort to Utica, Ind,, for tho 

purpose of fighting a duel; they came back together chatting 

like old friends. In this encounter, neither part.y evidently 

had murderous intent for after the shooting a note, vrhich 

Ward had given his opponent's second, was opened and in it 

was a statement to the effect that 11he did not want to kill 

Marshall, but that he would hit him at a certain spot," 

and this he had done, 

Henry Clay wo.s one of our leading lights who seems to 

have been frequently under the necessity of defending his honor 

with a brace of pistols, 



7. 

He fought with Humphrey Narshall near Louisville in 

1809, but no serious damage was done to ei thor party, Clay 

recl.eving a wound in the thigh, In 1826, while he was 

secretary of state, he flung a ohallenge in the face of 

Senator John Randolph because of words in the Senate 

which he deemed derogatory to him, 

Whether intentionally or accidentally, two shots of 

Clay's and one of Randolph's failed to go home and, owing 

to Randolph's genrerosity in firing his second shot into 

the air o.nd saying that he refused to shoot at Mr, Clay 

a second ·time, Clay forgave his opponent and the two were 

reconciled, 

Rip-roaring good times were had by all in Washington 

in those days, Our political figures prior to tho War 

Between the States had other worries besides how many votes 

they would get on the neJCt election because they never know 

when an indiscreet remark would dcemand a bloody accounting, 

William J, Graves, a representative at Washington froro 

the Louisville vicinity, killed another representative from 

~ine in 1838 while Thomas F, Marshall, a representative 

from the Lexington district, wounded the editor of the 

New York Courl.er and Enquirer in a duel in Delaware, 

A requisition for eJCtradition, issued by the governor 

of Kentucky to the governor of Tennessee, if oarried thoough 

might have affected the independence of the Lone Star state, 

for Sam Houston, Of Texas fame,was the offending party, 

He was wanted in Simpson County for shooting at General 

White with 9:pparent intent to kill, At the s(!me time 

another indictment in the same county age.inst the survivor 
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of another duel there was made, showing that while "pinking" 

your opponent was no~ e. serious matter, killing him was 

another, 

Another noted hero of later days who greo.sed up his 

brace of duelling pistols on occasion was Albert Sidney 

Johnson, Twenty-four years before the We.r Betvreen the 

States was to bring him fa.me e.nd e.n earty dee.th, he engaged 

in e. duel with General Felix Huston of Texas in which he 

himself was wounded, 

BLOODSTAIN ON FLOOR RECALLS DUEL 

The old Thomas Kennedy home in Garro.rd County, which 

is supposed to have furnished the background for part of 

Harriet Beecher Stowe's book "Uncle Tom's Ce.bin," hns e. 

legend of 11 celeb1•ated duel connected with it, which 

resulted in e. bloodstain on the floor still to be seen 

there tode.y, 

The story goes that a num passing by stopped for the 

night and engaged in a game of cards with Genrero.l Kennedy, 

The two got into an argument which was settled with pistols 

e.t sunrise, a negro slave dropping the handkerchief for a 

signal, When the stranger was wounded, General Kennedy 

sent the negro post he.ate to Pe.int Lick for a doctor, 

On the arrival of the docotr, he found that the 

stranger had been carried into the house where he he.d 

expired, and on the floor was a blood stain, showing the 

outlines of a man's figure, indicating where the stranger 

hsd lain and breathed his le.st, 
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Today, the floor of e.n upper room carries a peculll.11.r 

stain, bearing a strong resemblance to a man's reclining 

figure, 

DUELS OF CIVIL WAR PERIOD 

The duelling spirit survived even the horrors of the 

War of 1861, John Grasscup' and John Blair, who fought for over 

four years for the same cause while serving in the Confed

erate Army, took part, immediately folling the war, in a 

duel at Bowling Green in wh!Uth both were wounded, 

This same vmr was the cause of one of the encounters 

of the period, In 1862, William Casto, at one time mayor 

of Maysville, challenged Colonel Leonidas Metcalfe to a 

fight with rifles because the latter had put,Casto in 

prison at Camp Chase and Camp Warren, Casto fell a victim, 

his honor satisfied, but his life sacrificed, 

Typical of the spirit of the times was a duel between 

Captain James Desha and Captain Alex Kimbrough, Because a 

war intervened, their quarrel slumbered for five years, only 

to break out with renewed force as soon as the war was over, 

The two had a difficulty which, according to the code of the 

times, had to be settled with pt>stols, but the War Between 

the States sent the two miles ap1trt--Desha into the Confed

erate Army, Kimbrough into the Federal, Four years of 

bloodshed did not dim their personal grievance and hardly 

had the hostitlitis of war ceased than the two hastened to 

Harrison County, the home of both men, and renewed their 

old argument, on the farm of James K, Duke, in 1866, with 

duelling pistols, 



10 

Not the clinking of steel against steel did these, our 

forefathers, want, Burning powder and sharp report of a 

firearm was the accompaniment to which a gentleman secured 

redress for his public or private wrongs, Eight feet, 

thirty paces, eighty yards--the de&ision as to distance 

was the only variety, for the purpose was always the 

same, Drmv blood, satisfy the delicate nuances of honor, 

pack up your pistols for the next encounter and go home, 

Shades of Henry Clay, Cassius M, Clay or Sam Houston I 

What spineless creatures they would consider the men of 

today who settle their personal difficulties not with a 

pair of duelling pistols, but with dusty law books tn a 

court of law, 

';,, ?J 
;<. E 
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