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At sny rese, wost of our public men up unbil the Var
Retvieen hhe Stetes, snd even afher, found 1% necessary bo
defend their honor st some bime in their lives and Lhe rogber
of Hhose who gave chellenges snd scoephed challenpes includes

sueh nemes as Henry Clay, Georpe D. Prentice, Sam Houshon

end o host of obtherg, Doctors, lawysrs, merenanbs, chlelfge-

dn

v owas 8 rave profession Lhslh did not come in conbach, direchly
or indirechtly, with bthe duelling habits of the day.

STATE OFFTCTIALS TOOK OATH AGATHST DULLLI M,
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By widespread and prevalent wes bhe cusbom thebh, ag early
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a5 1812, sn oahh against dusliing hod to be Haken by shate o1 4
judicial officers snd abtorneyse-ab-lews Wob oply did they
neve Lo sweor that, since & ecified date, they hed nob given
3 » N &

or sccepted b duel challenge and would nob do so while Lhey
held office, bub hy thelr osth they werc even prohibited from
corrying a challenpge for snother. Tn 1850, condemnation of
duelling was incorporated in bhe New Constitubion of Kentucky.

Juat the drawing of bloed geemed to sablsly mogh of tle
Hobsours of the age. The mosh peculisr duel of the Lime wds
perhaps one hheh hoolo plece =t Lddyville in 1852, The perty
who wes challenpged, having the privilege of speciflying the
Lerme under which bhe duel should be fought, mede hhe
patounding shivuletion thel instesd of plshol or sword, the
medle's lonce should be used,

To obher words, he demended Hhal bhobh he and his opponent
should subult Lo a Hlood-lething in a docior's office. The

opponent agreed, hokh ceme bogeSher, whether sceompriied by

seoonds we do nob know, snd a physiclan whose anonymiby has
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been pregerved, bled the perbicipants in bhis 0dd duel unbil

hobh were white o ghoshs and exitremely weok from loms of

x

blood. Vhebher the blesding cooled thne hob blood of Hhe

periies is nobd known for eerbain, hus evidently szo, for bokh -
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considered thelr bonor sabisfied and Llefl Ghe dachoriz office

pecafully,
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Hoyle, with seconds reedy sb nand to plek up bhelr rgmains,
it was & good oldwfaghioned handgho=hond tussle with the
hebtber men on Lop.

CASSTIUS CLAY HAD FTRERY (TMPER

Of 211 Lhe fiery-temperved Fentuckisng of his tine, Cassiug
Clay, noted Kbolitionist and nevspeper man, bokes the honora.
lils enti-glavery senbtiment in & disbrict exbremely pro-soubhern
in ita feelinge may have precipitated meny of his encounbers

Tor, as eorly asg Aupnst 1645, & comnlbbee of thoss who
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agpeingt slavery had

forelbly removed the press snd type of the "Prue fmerican,”

.

Lhe newspoper medium bhrough which Cley expressed his vicws,

In one of the mosbt serious encounebers of the bine, Oy vus

\ . My .
Turner wag shebbed bo deshh by Clay. This was not shric b1y

.

spenking o duel, but shows bho quick feeling of bhe bine =og

*

the encounbeor resulted from a public discussion ab Foxbown, in
ilr’

adigson County. Cley himself received a shob wound from some

unknown porty on LHhe same occasion,



He fought a formal duel with Robert Wickliffee, Jr.j}
in Fayette County in 1841, thought Cassius, on more then oge
occagion, was not fortunate enoupght “to have a second arrange
his affaira of honor decorously for him. In 1843, his life
was saved by a mere stroke of good luck in an argument with
Sam Brown in Fayette County.

In the course of an argument the latter fired at Clay
and bhe ball struck the scebbard of a knife he was carrying.
Vhy he was carrying such a wespon~-a Bowie Imife--is not
Imow, but earry it he did, and when the bgll from Brown's
pistol failed to reach home, Clay pulled out his knife.
Seemingly géing Berserk, he carved up his would-be assasdin's
face in a pretty fashion, though Brown, the original off;nder,
somehow managed to survive to tell the tale,

DUELS OF GEORGE D. PRENTICE

Goorge D. Prentice, editor of the Louisville Journal,
and the Focug, was another hot-blooded newspaper men., He
seemed eithor to have & partiality for the month of August
in which to engage in affairs of honor or the heat did not
improve his temper for in August, 1833, he had & personal
encounter with George Jemes Trotter of the Kentucky Gazette
at Lexington, in which neither was seriously injured and
again in Augnst, five years later, Prentice and Major Thomas
Fs Moore had the satlslactiion of firing at emsh other at
Harrodsburg Springs.

Mr. Tpotter hnd a "past" as a duelist and in en en-
counter in 1829 he dealt less kindly with thé enemy, Bor
in this duel, which took place near the Scott County line,

his opponent hed been killed,



As an aftermath of a personal editorial in the Courier
in Louisville, there vms another hewspaper shooting, this
time between George D, Prentiee and Reuben T. Durrett of the
Courier. The rival editors met on the st£eet and, becsuse
Durrett took exception to the aboveﬁmentioned editorisl, the
two let loose a volley of bullets at each other which wounded
neither parﬁy to the fight, but did strike an innocent party.

An instance of what the poor newspaper man of the age
had to be prepared to faoce is the cnse of a certain editor off
the Kentucky Gazette at Lexington, who was shot and killed
by Charles Wickliffe as the result of an argument in which
the latter had demanded the name of the author of a certain
article which appeared in the pdper. |

GOVERNOR METCALFE RECEIVES CHALLENGE

Two men, later covernors of Kentucky, General Thomas
Metcalfe and James Clark, were concerned in a duel which
had a2 newspaper origin, though the duel fell through because
the parties to the fight could not agree on the weapons to he
used.

George McDuffie of South Carolina took up the cudgels
because of whet he considered an insult attributed to
Metealfe, appesring in & newspaper. Both were members of
Congress at the time.

Meteclafe, as the challenging party, wanted to fight
with rifles while Clark insisted on pistols. The new
argument as to weapons apparently overshadowed the original
cause of complaint and as Metclafe stood pat on his rights

to neme the weapona, MeDuffie either pot cold feet or
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it benesth his dignity to satisfy honor with plebian rifles
and the duel died a natural death.

A venr after this épisode at Washington, Metecalfe
became governor of his notive state and eight years later
Clark, who was his second in thks proposed duel, took on
himself the duties of the gubernatorial office at Frgnkfort.

Sometimes amiable ;elaﬁions were re-established before
the combgtants had a chance to try out the sureness of their
aim, Colonel Samusl Major, editor of the Frankfort Common-
weelth, set out in;1857 for Indiana to settle their diffi-‘
culties, but by the time they had arrived in Louisville,
"their troubles had been patched up and they returned to
their #ditoriel chairs at penoe.

Sometimes a little bloodshed was required to re-establish
friendly relations, In 1847, two former Kentuecky lawyers,

a men by the neme of Ward and Edward C, Marshell took passage
on a gteamboat from Frankfort to Utica, Ind., for the

purpose of fighting a duel; they-came baclk together chatting
like old friends. In this encounter, neilther party evidently
had murderous intent for after the shooting a note, which
Ward had given his opponent's second, was opened and in it
was a statement to the effect that "he did not want to kill
Marshall, but that he would hit him at a certain spot,”

and thls he had dons.

Henry Clay wes one of our leading lights who seems to
have been frequently under the necessity of defending his honor

with a brece of pistols.
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He fought with Humphrey Marahall near Louisville in
1809, but no serious damage was done to either party, Clay
recieving a wognd in the thigh, In 1826, while he was
secretary'of state, he flung a ohallenge in the face of
Senator Jobn Randolph because of words in the Senate
which he deemed derogatory to him,

| Whether intentionally or accldentally, two shots of
Clay!s and one of Randolph's failed to go home and, owlng
to Randolpht's genrerosity in firing his second shot into
the air and saying that he refused to shoot at Mr. Clay
a second time, Clay forpgave his opponent and the two were
reconciled.

Rip=roaring good times were had by all in Washington
in those days. Oﬁr political figures prior to the War
Between the States had other worries besides how many votes
they would get on the next election because they never knew

. when an indiscreet remark would demand a bloody accounting.

William J. Graves, a representative at Washington from
the Louisville vieinity, killed ancother representative from
Maine in 1838 while Thomas F, Marshall, a representative
from the Lexington district, wounded the editor of the
New York Courier and Enquirer in a duel in Delewsnre.

A requisition for extradition, issued hy the governor
of Kentucky to the governor of Tennessee, if ocarried thwough
might have affected the independence of the Lone Star state,
for Sem Houston, Of Texas fame,was the offending party.

He wns wanted in Simpson County for shooting at General
White with gpparent intent to kill. At the sgme time

another indictment in the same county ageinst the survivor



of another duel there was made, showing that while "pinking"

your opponent was no% a serious matter, killing him was
another.

Another noted hero of later days who greased up his
brace of duelling pistols on ocoasion was Albert Sidney
Jolnson. Twenty=-four years before the War Between the
States was to bring him fame and an earty demth, he engaged
in & duel with Genqral Foliz Huston of Texas in which he
himeelf was wounded. |

BLOODSTAIN ON FLOOR RECALLS TUEL

The o01d Thomns Kennedy home in Garrsrd County, which
is supposed to have furnished the background Tor part of
Harriet Beecher Stowe's book "Uncle Tom's Cebin," has =
legend of a célebrated duel econnected with it, which
resulted in a bloodstain on the floor still to be seen
there today. |

The story goes that a man passing by stopped for the
night and engaged in s geme of cards with Genreral Eennedy.
The two got into an argument which was settled with pistols
~at sunrise, a negro slave dropping the handkerchief for a
signal, Vhen the stranger vms wounded, General Kennedy
sent the negro post haste to Paint liek for a doctor,

On the arrival of the docotr, he lound that the
stranger had been carried into the house where he had
expired, and on the floor was a blood stain, showing the
outlines of a man's fipgure, indiceting where the stranger

hsd lain and breathed his last,
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Today, the floor of an upper room carries a peculdir
stein, bearing a strong resemblance to & man's reclining
figure,.

DURI.S OF CIVIL WAR FERIOD

The duelling spirit survived even the horrors of the
th of 1861, John Grasscup and John Blair, who fought for over
four years for the samé cause while serving in the Confed-
erete Army, took part, immedistely folling the war, in a
duel at Bowling Green in whébh both were wounded.

This same war was the cnuse of one of the encounters
of the period. In 1862, William Casto, at one time mayor
of Maysville, challenped Colonel Leonidus.Mbtcalfe toa
fight with rifles because the latter had put Casto in
prison et Cemp Chese and Camp Warren., Casto fell a victim,
his honor satisfied, but his life amacrificed,

Typicel of the spirit of the times was a duel between
Captein James Desha and Captain Alex Kimbrough. DBecause e
war intervened, their querrel slumbered for five yesrs, oniy
to break obt with renewed force as soon as the war wasg over.
The two had a difficulty which, acecording to the code of the
times, had to be settled with pbstols, but the War Between
the States sent the two miles apmrt-~Desha into the Confed-
erate Army, Kimbrough into the Federal. Four years of
bloodshed did not dim their pergonal grievance and hardly
had the hostitlitis of war ceagsed than the two hastened to
Harrison County, the home of both men, and renewed their
old argument, on the farm of James K. Duke, in 1866, with

duelling pistols.
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Not the clinking of stbel aghinst stéelldid these, our
forefathers, want. Burning powder and sharp report of a
firesrm was the accompaniment to which a gentleman secured
redress for his public or privete.wrongss Eight feet,
thirty paoes, eiphty yards--the dedlision as to distance
wes the only variety, for the purpose wes always the
same. Draw blood, satisfy the delicate nmances of honor,
pack up your pistols for the next encounter and go home.

Shades of Henry Clay, Cassius M. Clay or Sam Houstonl
What spineless creatures they would consider the men of
todey who settle their personal difficulties mot with a
pair of duelling pistols, but with dusty law books #n a

court of law.
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