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¥t~~t1;';~,~~,,,, ·:r:..~*'7.'.::r..:'~ 
;Ie~t.·_:¥i~~-.. Caroli~.a· Joi·/Iten~~-tt_SJ~'.e: 

-. . , . -.. _. _ . . . . -,. , ra<!Coiti,iil1ie_~,; _ b!!f --~u~an· __ t99e,_;t-
( iand• ~tey· :a,;.b&t,. Big.1l:a"lie. 

0 t]
- .-:. · • "":-,_._ -f· __ --<l}-·1··• on· ·£\er"· t1_ut~_&:-_bf)Wt-:_~O_J_ri.en.a~,_hU/Y/L~~f;::r •• ' ·U :a ws O •·•·•···Jt .• '·.; \$ •.• ·.•· •• • 18ho)'tl.f irfter their lUTi'l\'a~ ne~ ' 

.. ·t''·.,._.'. _::•;_· • ---_-\::_,._-;;:· - ·.·:'.»:_· ·:.' .• ~O~j:iJ,I:W<Lit~_,_ J±a:rpe· ~eit 

D~ys in H~nde:rrson:=:,:
1:~::::d0::c::·: 

' ,-. a . • n A , .. • • Cl,.,.,,,u;,,.d • f~ 'ixp.r;.. ~a<ing ,:tli• two IJ!•" <!l!m't.rd 
~"'~1 "'~* 1"":'",' ~,.-,-_ . ·., ' ~9 "l>ii,;;;;;:,,;,,,:1, li~g ste&!Jng. '.1'11"1:0 

• •Among its .· pioneer .. poptilaMon. l<rJ1!!!'!1,milxi ~\]\\~ .,,_ ;,.i,re:,w The sto1•y'of the Har.pes ·-,, ', _-- ,\ ---... ,-_,_.-. ·,. ~~-- ~ ~dif/ _,, a;_v~~, =:, 

--. . : . • -- .. \vei·e ·men who,_ aa-.tugitives-from ~¥,;'.~''"ltti.'lm they. ~t ii:hteh ~ 
more t,ha1_1 • th.!\t. -of mer~ ·er1:11in ·j~Sti¢~, had-- deli~,erately-_ •. _·.stn1ght, f n,O~s ana DaTnS,,_. _ :Afte:u lia;v;ing 
a_ls, T·h~y -.-w,eJ_'e, arch_-e:rim~l)~' 'safety : R"Vf&Y front tlie<_ .. ·_~ast.er?- beeh~ arrested· --~e'.ve;·~l;' :t:i.h:',~-~5i-­
a1rparently lovn1g_ murde:r for 1 __ . sta'.tes The Olifo •.and,·_-M-issi_S!Ul,):Pi' ellpi.Iig ·,ac_h: :tini~_ .be:f_ot·e ·b!!ing, 
own sa,k~. A1Jy· account of thJ ·n,·ers· were :f~fested':)Vlth._':pir;it~~~·- iplaietl ·1n jaU,.,....t;hey .d--eci4ed'· to 
bai·bati~i8s _ theY comm!tte~ i ,th~ e,ar-1:y r.i:v,ermeµ _. t1J..~mB~}V~-~ l :l'eaye- ~aSt. '.,reupe!.$ee.._.--,::·B~fci~e.jto~-
i Ifentucky ::3-"d· \Ten,n~s:;e.~·'= '1\1Q1l~ w~re :_a· r~ugh arid, viG_l~nt t.?7pe.; ;fotth_ey_:_Jdl)i&·a· ~-~~-.~-~'tp~4-:\I!11;·~,.., 
be looked' upon as ·w1ld .• -~ction :\_ 'Isolation. lf?d·. the .well..:~e~lri-ng _to ;s·on, Tb_e.y·,:i-.ippetl/.:PJJ'fm_;jfi~&-:.bOd.JY,-,} 

. t.be stat.eme:nts th'e1rein.,,: w_ere:-.--- no_,ti :'be gen;e_i·Ous . ~nd, .cionfidirig. __ t:o_: /iti:~f ,it )'~-~t~1
. ,t~~e~.'-;~~-_-:_tlirp,~~;"'it~ 

, verified ·b·y. c.o._urt_. .~e.co_:r. ds_ ,an_~·,tnose wP,°-n. •.· he .h.ad tested .• ·.;_-.P .. u.t .• t'°,.'rl int .• o.- t~e ·H?lki·t·•·.l·n'··_.rl .•.... -T~_r.,_.-.···.·~.\eS.D:1.te:. '.•. 
1c.ontemport.:1•y_.-newspap~r :notices, a- gl'eat degre_e_ mig'-h't;.' -was' rigJ_\tJ~Jthis.:ca.utfoll" the s.ton·~s-··:d)e;cflJitei 
1 or were they not.'ca!efullY:, cheske ._and strangflrs _lo~kea:.· ·aslta~~·- ati; looaene:d·, 1:11~ ·~_o_r.p~e---.r.Cu3:~t-.t,o,. :~_:ll) 

! with tp._e sket_ches o_f ~arl_Y,: _writer .~ach ot)ter 'a1.1_d, _ -prep~r:ed· ._.f.Qt" 1f\¼\ sm~-~~~-:.'~:nd-.. w-a_~.:-~1~~-~Y:~~-~·-,._~.:_ f~-~] 
] )vho iath_e):e.d. th~ facts D:'o_in m~m\ _-worst. ¥et :such 1 -'a.:-:_' _ _--r:ude -~d;. _ days __ la~er:- :!;~1~- _tiJ_lmg:· . . o,:t. -~o\~'•7 
{ and· w~.men whO.- ljved _at the: time1 hardy peonie_: ._~s,_.t_m&\ ·-:W~ ID'il>Jl_i:dfj -.~o~· s~-e~tl_g ,to )lttv~ _-b~till~,~~~~•fi_r,.s' 
th~. cr1I!)eS, we.re committed. _ ·/•. _with ho_nor;_,at th.e. ti_nmeq.ning ·and'.i murder. It was, 1op-o_.~.~d·:·liy;·'ntany;1 

It shoµld, he borne. \11 m_ind_ t_hat : unprovoked - ~fumcities oi •. tht!.l -9thers,· but • th( true·- nit-lll}i{)r _._:w:il.\i'. 
tJ1e ·ex~~~~ts 0£ OU:t_u;ws. i?- pioneer·._:Hatpes. • .: • __ •. : '/ _ •. -'.~ever be:·kni:,wn;_;' ?J~3..v,e_l_ajfs:_·-~_.an~i 

ti.n1es_ .gr··. -~ur_- ?Jf~rt_e_tl -se~tl~i~e. nt .. :f1- • • .• :It" _:i~- difffoul. t. .in :.i t·l·l.· ~.·.• .. e····. d.· .•· .Y• .. o.:f. _,\ )l!hed ·:and; .. left -.~.o . tra.~~i.-·•.•.b.• .. ·.:u··•t. ).·¾_:: .. 1: ·e.·.'. 
o! th~,-.• µew. • '°. UAh:_Y, ~r .• e.a·d . .- -9~.-- weJl~o. rdexed- g.ov~1:·•n···~~p.·.·.t., ·,to r.e. al••.,1 :Har:pes mo·V··. e .. ~·,wt .... ;~.·. gr~. •,el•.·.r···' .. cy;.· .. ····.,:·.\. 
·h1ghw:~yme!}- .- bl'oug-P,t pe~c~f,;i:J)ize th-e m.yriterfou•s:.telll'or· and.~ . We next-hea1: of thetn:--anqi-tli~ur 
frontiersinen_ togeth.er, and:_ :Qius:: .. ___ ,--,- _ _-<--~-- ::_..-: _. ·_ . .-.'._.--_._ .-- , . : ·", ___ • I worn.en on/t)ie, WUdemes~ ·.~~diJtJi_ 

,b~Ht _·uJJ. :·Cmn~unlties '~nd '~e_Ip?d:::f_cit~~:~:Ut~;:)_h~t .. ·b.e_i.~~·'. ~.~:,._~t*1 'Ke_nt~ckyJ/' -~-hre.~ -m0rt\-_ ·::vi~~-lt: 
to hastdrr, ~he estpb't.S'i~eut ,of j ..,dlle iii i:7:~8:.;and,-.-·inve-pt . .-. .-tl.Uri>:U-gh) were· -on their hst by, the time, 

1 
la.w and· orde1·. The lives of early:'!':....::. :1<.L-, ~ -1,h 1.i;.-,__J- .:.J!. they arrtved at the tavern of Jolin: • f 1 ,wd!! Wn.yc.lUleSS- uO ,.. e JJ1.1.1iue-ra u.li , 

I out}aws are tbe:refore a pa1i; o J ' ,. . . , +1t·:. Farris near C'nb Orcfuu:d. No,. one• 
itb.e history o:f the country, The the- ~ti§Slsa1cppl and a~rosa ... ,'ii o-f the tavern suspected) who the 

,j hlatorian who passes them over 'j OJil:o,tiJJfu ~lnnofa ~5 some a~dd'!ID, new arrivals were, ' The:Fe they; 
1 

ns mere- b'lood-and-thunder tale&\1 c:i·ef~g- file .hrea:k5: ou_t 11:' , ~e.1 met Stephen L_ang:ful'd 9;f ¥1); .. 
misses entirely one of the high111~n<l';-'¥'~.iHqa1), ~d gI'QWs_ s:e-aililty- U'.I , (COtl:Hrwed on Pa.g:e. six~ 
lights in the great adventure o:f mt~~ mia; ia~ untfl It .s.':Yee_p& -- _ 'l 
the se,ttlh1g; of the Ohio and Mis~ \:Q~«Sff$ hefo.re it. _ ,All, ~ , was, I ginja, who had, come alone. Lang~~ 

sissipp1 vril)eys. ,. J _1n :'3:<_-·_~e~ttte; ~ahz~d; _ ili ~-e: ford de~i?ed it wou,l~ ~e _ ~~!~_..!~:' 
.The· atroCities of the two- Ra1-pmr; hr.ff~~,:- ,of._ .h__~•man ~€lf1:g~--- 8:8_ ·~ .. 1 -travel, with camp;u:mons 1'llir(lu~:I1:_c 

;-~ig· H,a:"p; a.nd. • Lit.f;le·'·_-Har_J.)e-__ :,.:'.' . P,1?~ -_ 0 :li th~ .. :H~:es ;· ilclar,~!~~:•_:}the wil?ei·ness ~an: to .. g_o. :u1la_~.; 
iat- the cloa~'. of th~ .eig~i;E~th_-_-.e~'7.; • ~M~,.,il:U_P,es ~~r~ -;be.lj_er~~--,~~--._-b:e.; i compamed. A few . d,ys_. .. lat:~,,,._,.-] 
'tJ.,y, have __ • i'arely· _b0i1n:_ ;eq_~ale~' J~::: _b½o~·_s, _ _ :~el: w~~-~, <~a,·t1v~5,·;-_:}:f.: [ Decen_iher 14, , 1.7.98-meil_ -~i-V-1:11:~j 

'.rbei_I' J1Ult care.er_ as· m~r_d_~i Nt»,m.•.-_-.~ar:~lm~ •. _ M1~:~:Jjl~;\_k.~~~ ':c'attle ove1· tlie roa~. 1¥1,(hng: t.~; 
_I_WQ.l'e elouded in sYch miste1.·i~-•~,: ,_a13-.i'.!M_~: _-1,):~,~e>_:_---~-.-_ib,Qr~ _;_;,~ill; the Ferri~ tivern ~cei_de.n.taliy:._~fs:,f 
th~_1· outrages 'V:er(! so- 'hearlJ~~~~-; 17-6~.~--~vn: .. :w1)ey,.-f119:":·~--·~8- :~W!t !coyere~ lli,e ~o~:r1 of a .. :ma~ .co,-~.~J 

;:th.at CtJ~ihis, the ··Ktn1tux*y· .h!~~o,~;; :~~Rr::}V:R~:_.~o1!_n_,a_]:,:~:ut.l77p:·, ~~,tr~ . ce.aled· behind -a-- log. lt ,y~s ~d_e~] • 

iair··. Jt.r€fe.,1'.'t·.·e_d ·_to_ them. "a$ t~.• ... ·' ... •·.· •.... .:-. .-::--. ·.· ~~~.-_<'.······.··.;::•.; .• :;"'ft·:·~.~.:._ ~ .. l.·<l .• -~ .•.• ~ •. ~·: .. -t1 .. , ..• $V-e-. ,~e._._._~ .. ". •.• .... ·-a :·¥.i .• ecr os that of··. ~~-ngf. o ... .r4.• S .. ·:us.-.i 
,bi•lf'·a) ·mQ11sters ri:f•- the ·f:hmil__ To~--·~?l~l!,_ · __ . - -- ·_ :'°-- 1·piafon feU on .the Harpes,. ~h-ey,! 
:»;~ik~- -·--~. : _. .:' ---__ ,_.-', -:\~'.\ ·-~.'~${~~~~s.;who_,.aft~~-: __ t~~/177~~\-•Wl;l:_e p111:su<;G· and eapt~~-~d;· ~-~t~j' 
• : Theri ·.j.i;iint c~eet>. •a-s-_ mu.:vd'~" _lu,~~f'::_.5Plt ~~~pa.,¥.z~d :--~-~-.-· t.~:\1, plnf,!e<l in ~he ___ Stamfo~d. Jai(~ .. .; ... 0~\ 
~~s: .eO~ere,d ~ peri~d·,of, o_nly .m.~:: .~~:Sj·~~;1~i!1-~11tt an~--.'?~11:-~i~ef~o:' 11J~!lll'fil'Y if, 1799, t]10 h:o·:m:n-: ~--~J 
ye~rs, but it was _-te~i.ble w-l_rilt(it;-l,~-}>~J\;fl_h~_.:.,!·!d:·,eltJe~en_;>· ~~-~f, 1 'Y.o!:len appe_ared be!o_1t1;t th_e JU,4~e,~:j 
lasted. 'At that time 1198-99~. ---~:_.~~~::s,~tiQ.~Sr:·. _ ~tt·.a~1_/'f .-. -~,:: I of __ the Llnco_hl Coun.ty Cou,l'.{;; --~,1 
K_e~1tucl5,y al_!4 Terme~see wer£:: :.~h;l!_i~-<,-~·~'~rgJ~:Pors.,: · .It .:~~ :,t.n:: ,~~· ! Qu~Tter Sessi_o.ns. _ -. 1:Flie.:y ·-w~~ 'h!f~f: 

isparsely • .sei;ti-ed. . . The then_-ealled . ~&1J'.:r~1~~~-·- _°..1~ss_ th~+ ~-he PqJc'•~.,8 ' I . or.' murde.r I '~·~d ·_·_.thei:rc :-Ctt:s~ -w~; 
-west was well nigh a- Wlldern~$s .. :~~--_'.t~~~J~,ai~ge_s- belg~g:~:;:._a~~:J:h_~: tt•n_nsferired! ,to.'-.thec--J)an.vf~le."'_~~~'. 

! 1t_ •W!l:SiA.n. an- _en;~_t;;omn.E-nt -Qi :1J.a..,.. l tr.ict;. Cou·rt. 

• .The n~xt •.day_ a- strOrig:-'_ -,ih~~\ 

I, 



j_ -,lt-,.-

,'. took the prisoners to Danville, ten 

! miles away, to await trial in April, 

issued· • a a Ion_g· grace _at table. After 0sup-; 
GoYemor of Kentucky per they bade thefr host· farewell, 
Procl'amation offering a ;r_,_ewar_d . t 

th saying they had 1_- an engagemen f or the capture of either or bo • 
d k elsewhere. On i\•farch 1G both Big· Harpe an :,Reports of killings in Kentuc y Lrit.e that night, . Aug.. 20, they 

• J ' their ll ct " others from Little Harpe escnped, eavmg~ were fo owe :.,1Y , . ~ reached the· hou-seiof Moses Stegall 
three women and three -jail-born, southern Illinois then from east -about five miles east of -what 

, infants behind. i Tennessee, then ai?:~in ~r~m Ken- iater beeame the town of Dixon. 
The jailer evidentfy had felt i tucky. Among their v1ctnns was Stegall was absent, but his wife 7 

therP. w~s some likelihood 'that his I one of their own childre,n. ~e- and their only child, a boy of fou1• 
charges would escape for his ac-J claring that Little Harpe's. crymg -~ _ _ _ _____ --. 

11 count shows he bought, on Jan-J infant ,vould some day. be th_e months, were nt home and, a few 
11 lHll'Y 20, 1799, "Two horse locks] means of pm·suers detectmg thew_ hours before, _had admitted Major j 

to chain the men's f_eet to the~ nresence, Big Harpe, slung the William Love· 'a sm;veyo:r whO !,_, 
b lt 1 1 • t a t-ree __ , ' I 'g-ronnd, 1.2 shillings, and, on~ 

0 'I baby by the hee 8 ~gams . _ 1 had· corrie to ;;e~ St.egall on busi- : 
9 shilling·s·' , on Februa11y 13,~ u.nd literally burst its he·ad t 0 1

1 
, M S.t .. II , , 

u • • • , 18 J • f', t 0-f- •ness. rs, ega , expressrng an I/ "One lock for front Jail door, , • pieces Durmg the 11'S year - . . . -·th t h . h b d wo Id 
27• • , d f ·t theu op1mon a ~r us an u shillings·" and on February , their unrestrame_ e roci_y J, • t . th t. _, ht , •t d··h,'m·t ' 

' , , • • 1 t ··twenty re urn. a mg , mV1 e ,, o "Three pounds •0 f nails fo1• the • had com1mtted at ea,s ' . . H h -d 
1
. b d 

• • • • • ·" • T he whole of Ken-·· ~·emam. _ e a - c. 1m e up.- a 
use of Jail, 6 shillings. . lllUl'

ders. ladder_ outside ;the house to· the 
Such was the 

st
ate of affairs loft ~boVe-, acncL Was in bed ~hen , \\•hen, on April 15,. the, trial of t_he J' tucky and Tennesse~ ha_d, b_ecome, ,' - , 

the new· ~rt•ivals·,~ntered the .ca,J:>in. women began. Five· d~ys were I terrol'ized by the. poss1b1l1ty or. He came. _do,wn· ·and met 'the -·two 
devoted to hearin_g· evid~n~e, ·a11d I fro~ heir ba::rbardus "mastel'S, and: men.. If.I. , the ·.Conversatio~- that. 
-the trial E!"nded in the acqm

t
tal_ of ;the appeara~ce '·of the Harpes at.: followed the mQrd'erers· themse~ves 

the women. • They deci?-re~ 
th

at, any· hou1' in any locality. inquire_d about the ~arpes,. ~ild~ 
•r:.bove all things, 

th
ey d_e

s
ired to . The people· of the lower Green: among 0th.er things, statedi .that, 

return tO Knoxville and 
th

ere 
st

art River cotlntry like seitlers else~-: accorc:litig. to rumor, the, two._ou-t--· 
:f • It ,vas believed that ' t 

I 
l t f ' · . 

b e onew. . • _ _ where, we1·e on he oo c.ou or, la,ys wel'.e tl:ien prowhIJg .around· 

I they had obtained·; haPpY r~l-~;se i them. ln'9·the· ~arly- ~a~i; of- Au-1 .i!:1--_t1he p.eig.·hbo_rhoo~~. . . 
• 1 b , u 0 ,,-,slel's and· .,g·ust, .179 , two susplcH?llS new~,: _ Mrs, St-egall, h_avmg only_. the_ l'l·om then· )a.I' UIO s <W ' <· ' ' r ' ·., . . j 

' .. • ' . . l comers were discove,red pi;ow mg:. sp~lle, be4 lil •th~ .1ort,, ~as· obliged:,, 
thereiore a collectrnn of clo

th
es

1

' around sonie· Of • the ·backw:oods 1 to assig.n, it to the three men,.·Af-
0

_ 

and money was taken ·among· the s·ettlements ~n squthern Hen~er- i;te1• MaJo_r Love h'acl- f~~len-,asle'ep
1
, 

citizens of Danville, and· an_ 0
~~, ~!on _.County. • ~hese_ strangers .:·o_ne p{ the ·Harpes took_, an _ a-xerj 

mare given, to help them on t~en : 1i1ight be ·the Ifarpes. No _onf! :'. which he always-_canrieq, in his·-bf:!lt'. · 
way to Tenne·ssee, • lkile";: The Hai pes, • aware that i a,'nd; : _ _-with a sin~Ie- blow, dQs)l_ed', 

The jailer accompanied the they were ~~ing hu_nted-a~d at iout.)he- brains o·r the ·'-sleepitlgi 
three mothers _to the edge of ;times _seen~- an~I Watched;......had; _ _'.__:·_ :-- -. ;,. -·-·-·:·:'.'. , ..:.._ , .:. ._. . 
town ~o point out the road ~hat '.taken the precml.tion- never to pnan~ The two v-illains then., we_n-b· 
led to Knoxville. It was learned iinoye in the' op_eil with their wo- ·d·own~ to.'·.IVIrs:· StegaWs. :roo:m. She:,: 
later however, t

1
·mt they had men. The •fact that' ·no· woman knowing nothing to _tP,e contra:ry, 

tri;v:led. less; .that, thirty mil~s ha·d bee~ S_een with· t4e.m led th~ presu~ed 'lVIajoli ·r.ove :wa~r still 
whP.n they cha~g, d their course· "\vatchei·s to conclude that the sus- asleep. Reprimand-iJlg her :for· as­
dTif.ted do":'n G1,een and Ohio i 1pects' weJ'O nqt_ tp.e" wich~ly sought signing, them ·:to a bed with a ma:Q 
Rivers to .Diamond Island a!ld • 'rmirdet•er's. - • • :whose sn·oring' kept them awake,. 

i Cave-in-Rock, ani.l a few months • On().: day the Harp~s left Hen- they: _,murd,er~U h!,!i ,ancl" ~e:r ba·by~ 
, ,thereafter joined- ·.their husbands 1 ·ders_on county ·and· started toward Leaving the ~hree. Qodies- · in th~;·. 
,·near Hende'rson. • • • ·-_. -_ -. ·1rn_ouSe, ·they Set·it a:fjre> · 
• An org:::i,nized hunt had been in .-the hiding place of their women j · ·. . .. , . -, 

• • • • The ,next mormng_ five men- re:--• progi·ess sm_ce -_the two_ Haipes, and children-twenty. or mo.rel/ .-.-. . . lt']'.k'f· ·d· 
• • ·1 I-ti: • • turn1Til_g. -f.rom - a -s~- 1c -oun _. 

~rake_ o_ut of the ~an VI~!~ J~- .th i -~nes away. They- rode good. nors~~ th~-· st_egali- .·house . a, ~inolq•erin_g;: 
11s pr_~bable t~at matnyb Jome thefl es and were well armed an~ '1111iJ1.. • • ·sur:roundib:gs . ind.fc_ated'. pursumg parties no ecause e: • cl • . . . ,_ • · . 

'. d b t hief fairly well dresse i. _ _ fill.ab the disaster was still unknow:n,. 
Harpes ,v.ere mfurhe:·ersb·, )lt le on- 'That evening they arrived at ~he-,:'n_: t_h~ Ileig.hb_ orhood. The ·men, 
I b u t cir ru a c -.. 1 . ·. . . h t . 
y eca s~ o. • . :un·, wo- i home of James Tompkms m ~ -~ !procee4ed tO the_. home of. Sq!lfot? 

duct toward the three yo g is now Webster Qou~ty. They!snas M'ciBee ta notify him of"'tih-~-hr' 

I men. No olle suS}_)eded th~ij represented themselv~s as_ ~et~o~/ QisGOYery·., .Wliile they wefe d_i&,,,. 
I l d h ld dist preachers. T_he, Jr e_qmp. me~tl e_u _ssi:n_ g_ the subje_ ct i.vi,th Squtr~, : these women had p anne , s ou f tfle -
I h • aroused no susptcwn, or I AfcB_ ·ee. Mos_ es Steg~ll · rode up';_ , • they be liberated, to meet t eir I t unbroken · · > - h d h ~ 

country was a mos an- ._ a:ud ·:fo:i:; -t:t,i_e ··:rii:st time _- e_ar_, w au, 
husbands in the lower Gree'n Riv~ wilderness and preachers, as: welJi had: l1_a.PPened· to hi_s ;f.::..zn-ily, 
er country. as most other pioneers, often travj ·.' : • , 1 : •. _ 

Immediately after t;~eir esca~.~ ! eled ,,&ell a.rmed. Tompkins i~ . rh.~n began, t~e hu~t; f~~ th~. 
the two Ha1·pes 1·esumed the_n Ii ,iite<l them .to supper, and Bi . ~~rpes. . ~Iounted and equ1~pe~- _ 

I \"ork. On April 22, 1799, the.,! H t ar·d off suspicion. ~::iirll and prov1sraned for-. _a few -~ays,, -
,Y i a,rpe, o w ·1 



• th h d f I t t •Jl ;.m·. en and! chil.a:ren. ,·to m=atify ... ·.·_·ru,.':PJ.s•tl ..J , m e ea , or wan o save 11;1; ! , . - . : -_ • '-

1

, Sq~h-~ ·l\'IcBee's tro?p of .. ~~~e~ ;I, .as a trophy," Then aiming at hiif'l'for mm\der::: Ma.son, :t;o.~>fOc_ :t9p .. : 
•mer.: started>- on theH.' expeq1t1or1:' • h rt h h t h' . th I ft 'd..:: • I_ bery solely _ _:for·.the purpos.e· ... oi g,et--_ • • d. They , e.i, es o _1m1n e e s1 tl~:t··· ·- - H.-·- < .-_.-_.:.-," . .,,.·_ih-, 
agaivst. the mu:r _erers. A d B' H d' d 'th t .. : .m_g money. - e was one: 0;1. _ !'. e-. 

'.·.found R.Ild fOllowed- the ti-'ail until -: . nh 1
~ arpe. le Wl OU an"!-: s1irewd,eSt ~ and most' 'fo!Souicert1T' 

" -, - . I , ot er struggle or""groan. ! ' , -. • - · • . .- -., r :;:,;_i 
riight·: Earl_y the· next mornn,g a - 'I : 1 robber~} ne"."el'_~he~_esa he,. was· tttap~_ 
'ter tra~e-ling ·only.· a few miles,: ' With the knife he had so cold~1 ped.~yithe young_e-r)Iarpe, ·A.Dou~. 
:they· detected the Harpes stand- '•ly exhibited, Stegall cut off· th~ twq _y_eai·_sa_t.f_~r-~ittl~ _Hii,~p_e }Il~d:e~ 
."ing on a • dista,nt hi1lside. .Big . ;'~utlaw's head. He placed _it in on~. his ln~~- ~light .:rrom ~entuckY-:-; 
.H~i·pe w3rs holding his horsei Lit- I _'.1en~. of a- bag, in the ot~er end o:Q ~f~~r._p.js -~~;yther}iad b.e;ei:i, ~.iJl~d~­
tle Harpe h~~ no hors~, The p~r., :1wh1ch was a, correspondmg weigh~. ije. ~01:1-ed)V.I:8:s_on:~. :ban~ u_nde:r- •:th:1 
sller·s St orice st~rted f~i~ 'the h~ll. I !,of. provisions. The bag was slunti;.- p·_a~_e .. of,:f o~: ~~t~~Jl:O·>.:~~s01; eV?-:­

'·In the meantime Big Ha1•p6 across a. horse,. and the captor~: d~11:tly µ_if•. :11:o,t" recog_n1ze _ S.et/jon 
·-mourited and dart~d off in on~: 1 -and their' three captnred wome~ , as ;r.,~~,t~e. _.H11-;1•pe. 

<l;ll'ection, Little Harpe -ran in an--
1

11
-started· on their re~rn-soritEf i. M .. a·.i:;on's.•··r.obbe. ~ie. s h. ad. b·. • .. ••.o·m .. ,,e···' 

',other-and both were out ,_of : thirty.five miles-leaving the • i so E;req.uent· anljl· so· se#ous: on. the·i 
'sight. In their efforts. 'to fmd I '.~eadless corpse to the. wolves ~~ \ J~issls.siypi- .~iver ang. ~h~.'. Natc~ez; 
·traces of the Harpes the pursuers •Muhlenberg !County. The hea(!I; Trace that·1n. J802. the .. Governor.· 
'qiscovered the ~arpe c'amp. 1:1-ierj;was taken to' .. the cross roads.!1,e~~, :, ?£- Mississ:ipPf oi:£e1~-~d a, reward·-'°·~.: 
.follnd no on_e there except Little. 1 where the Harpes had comm1tteif: $1090-for,~;lle _leader,i;I,e_ad_o1•.<aliV;er 
I-I.irpe's woman~ When question~ : , their last crime. It wiis ther~ In .. J_anua_ry ·'.l.~0~~" .M·asP11._ a,n~ .. his, 
:ed 'thi-eateningiy she said she did'. 1'placed in the fork of a tree a~· .;f band,-,includi'ng;·_Litt_le,<:H·~rp,e, w:p.o: 
·nOt know in what direction Htt~~ , warning to others, The spot eve_~ wa,s. -s~ill- uni:ecog1:1,-iz~d •. uill(Je11. ~n 
~a:r;pe had fled, but ,th'.3-t Big. •since has been known as Harpe!~ B.lias, :were captur,e4· nea1·· ~e.w·Ma:.. 
-'Harpe had' just been there, hur~ .. ~Head, 'and the oldi road, now· iC (1 drid-_ Misso.u:d.:. ·Aftel!: a·: p:Celh_11~· 
'riedly plac'ed each of his wome;ri:: modern highway, still bears tliij , i mar;- tdal befOl'e. the· . .SpaniSh.·&-ti~ 
.on 'a good horse, and had 1•id<leni name of Harpe's_ Hea_d road. rJ th.Qritf~,s.;,:the-.J.)rrs0Il'e1•s:~a4·e ~h$':· 
\away with th~m. She was leftj'' The captors, leaving the oUt-.i esc·ape~ 
under the care of one of th~ Jaw's head conspicuously display;. :soldiers and civili3.ri;S. again . .")Je;. 

:men, and ·the chase was resume~/ 1ed in the tree, rode o·n· to H~t;f~ canl~, 'man,.hll'ntei•S'. 0Jle·.·Cl'a-Y,.tWo., 
, A few mi:es ~arther on, Bi~/ _derson, some twen_ty mile~ ~ar~h~ • 

1 
fl'len'· llpt)iiared ,in -Gre.~.Il~-11~~·'; M,fa~:' 

,Harp~ ~nd h1s two wome~. we.~~ land p~ace the three women m, Jail~ yi sissil)p{·:('ireai": Natchez)>, .. ~r.iri:ging 
seen on a ri~g:e a s~ort_ d1sta~c, T-he prisoners were tried on S~~ ~.:with: ,them· ·a-' gi·uesome·· trOph-y'--::' 

1 :ahead. Reahzmg his danger __ ~~ tember 4, 1_799, bef9re the C'oµ~. 'the··hea'd' •of.'· s_a:muel'Jfasoll~_~11dt 
pu~ sp11rs to hi~ -~or~e and·dash_e1 KJf Quarter Sessions: T~ey w~~~ 

1 
:~laini~d_'·.:·t}te: lie:Wa-rd> ... ·?Jhe,:h~~il"I" 

~f:f alon~, leavmg his women be· .fo~nd guilty of "bemg· parties ·:i:Q. i,.was·.'._identifi8-a,:'as:':~t --.?~<-.Ma~o:l}i 
·hin~. ~~~Y made no_, attemp~ t rthe mu1·d~r" and_ according~y wer( )~by. a· /n,;i.mber ·,of -p~rso.tt~.~; :~~~:. 
follow htm, but calmly awa1te prdered sent to Russ,ellville to· •a~"! two ·heroe·s::-_a-ppeai•ed:· :befo:iie .. '·;@.e. 
,th_eir. captors, two of whom too, pear, iii October, before the Logai;n. }t-idge.'to·,--,feceive· all.' ordier·.:jiot"::-tlte.

1 

;them in charge. _Disttii;tJ Cout't. That .Court founq',:,, payµieii-t /_of ,,: .• the'- TeWa,xd_·•.·. :The.~: 
-·~'The other men -~ontii:11.iea.: th"' :them "not guilty." _After thei,i: g"ave ftlrefr•:riaines, as )fohw!S'e,Fllo1( 

I \?i;·a~·~.. Eacl_}, fi~-~td/~f sli,ot at: th ·release Little.:Harpe's, w~ return~,: aha Ja'lJl:es: May. ' .. : 
' ·1fle~i~g out,fa.W, _th.'&'." 'a_gain- ~n& ed. to .. '.!en11e.~se.;;.-.;BiJ?.JJ_41·»~)-~o..~_.N • ·As'·t~e ju'dg·e was:jn the:_aet ,-oft 

~gairi ·br~\1isl1ed hiB'/toITlahawk ill.'. men_ andi two chi!~ren' co:n~inued_ maln:ng'_ '~out: _3.:''·' cel'tifi~ate,;_- _a'.,\tli~w~ 
•savage defi'ance, _ .'fhe ,wild 1-idiif to live.,in Logan _()o.u~~Y for ma1,1y; eler· ·stePP"e<l·'•'fo.to 'the·- c.o_m:t'. rOOin,f 
cimtinued th1·qugh_._-,al;:n,se woodlf yea:i;s, • ·, , ••-j ·and reci.u~sted the 3.:ri·est .of:- th,(!· 

,:i~d over :narl!pw·.ip,•~1s for a fe'W!' , Big Harpe. was dead, and the -.t'.iv·O rii.'i:m:· .H·e;. stated: thB.t ·he·-:. ·hiid· 
'runes until the· ftrgitj.Ye, sl'acke~-, w~~en h~d _ag:ai~ peen sp~re~;.a~i?h_t1·c11 a~--.t.~~ t~_ve!~;_·:~-a~:ie?fW~'. 
•ing his pace, waB oVertaken. He t.h!o.u~,h- ~-~b~ic s~1pa~hy. Littl6: • ed' to the_·stable ... tt>-"·see ·hls· ·1'orse: 

i 1-ha·d •. been mortally •wp1;1nded bj(y I-Jarp.e.-.h'a~:va_~is_h~d into the _w~-~~~- ' .. att_en_ded''- t_O/':an·~- ·"th_ere· "saW':".th·e1 

; ,One of )he shots. As_ Ue .las,: ~rne_ss., .ffo· o,ne k_1:1ew w?e~_e,.how,_ ·Jiorses.··of the, .:two ·'nien who.,_·.Jiad. 
\ : ~ketch~d upon the grqund, h~. or when . he ,might 'reappear_. All~ :afrivea.· "JU:s·( befo're --•hiID. ;He: re;; 
1 ' _., • h '· feared hi~ refow,~:. It. was ,riot un~'A • • ... · '· , , ·· JI l.tBSKed for water. A s oe was. , ..,.... :cogil.fae_&':_the ... ::ho:iseS,..,.,-p1anGI.I,)a_._Y:! 
: °L.P.,;1.·1~_d off his foot and water.wail_ ... ti_lf.iye Ye~rs}a/er that they 1ea~·n".: 1:,ecausk·'e'a_Ci{·liad' a peCuliar biaZtl, 
: ,_.br,Oug~t. Mose_s Stegall steppe.~ .. ;f3d 'he had io'Ile. south,. a:nd • ullder:'. fai:'iihe·:fac:e~a·s,-:belotii?;in·g:•to:;p~±~. 
I :forward. While reciting to Bi~. another name· joined wit~ samU.'el. tie·s '. wn.o•· :haq.: '•r,ob6e&/ him. ,and,: 
, :Harpe how .br:utally he had mur~· ~ason, the out,law. '1dned- o'i1.i ·o/·his Companion$. O'ri 
! Ldered hiS wi:fe and child, Stegall''• ·Samuel Masori stands out· (in; -the;· Nai.'chE!z-.:,-:Trac·e'' ifoni8 :;two 
i: drew: a knife, dedaring he wouht" · pi-~neer• hi"stOi~Y ·of 'the 0.h~o a~d llloiithi:-:-b·e,.fb're. , And g,oihg. i1lt0 
, -ctit ,off his'. enemy1s head. TlieD ; M:~ssissip]_)i valleys aS a ·hig~w~.y' '.the court; hous~ ·he identifle~ the_') 
: ·he ·pointed a gun at Harpe's :face~ + rob be'~ and river pirate. He had ;tWO l1len. 
The dyirig outlaw. conscious'· o:B _ 1.b~en a useful Revolutionary sol~ , '· .• ',T_hi~ ;"•de~la"fatio~ •1ridiCated; ·~h~t,. 

, the threat, jerked his head. fron:( , dier. The Harpes :killed meii, .\Vo~ >the. t,.,;.o • :ni_f'n had_·· c.oinmi_tte.d. • at 
1side tO side, h0piug to dodge th~ I ·L i-- -'----·---·-b···- --- • 

least one murd·er and, roJ?. ery1_ and 
thI'e3.tened bullet. "Very well,'~ I 

t_hey Were therefore J1eld und. e.r .. said ·Stegall, "I will not shoot yot(· . 



ari•est. ·No 0Ue:_K;~_,w._·:rvr_a·~- nor the 
m.'an who caHe.d·- · hifuself' Setton. 

"••· -· ·- . 
But sl,lS.Picioll-:wit;:: _ii.1:o~S-ed :· that 
Setton·- -.\¥:as ~~th~UM _ -~al'ne'. ··_A 

·n~:tice: Wa~- ·p~t- ·_ti:P.::at· -th,~_: .j{atohez_ 
:1an~Unif~ts;ting,.th_at_,-it W_as· bf,'!lii'?f/4'. 
:1Little :aal'!ie h~,~been ·cap.tu1t~·d:· 

;·ahf-pe:itflQJJ~, _h~-v'ing._ ~ny--_-kno_y,1-_t: (J 
'. •.d_g·c· 9tn··.• .. /-. .iQ-0·µ·t·J.~._,:. w .. •.•.-~-:li~.'l'.· u~.•.•.~~. [ -<ld.- _to ;qon:te· • to.- ·th~, G:,;e~nvUle. -j'a:il 
; .a_nd, yii_w,:t;h~ _prit¥;lle~. :·--.Orie -~-e:n.­
i · ·tft_~ky boatr(l.fll)_.". ~h_oi hiU}: _:a~.en -~_iµi 
·: ili _Pie l;)_ajlv.ille: j:iil, l'e(t·Qg,riize·4 him GUSTAV G. LAUBSCHER, A. B., PH. D. 

, -1l~- 01_1.C_e .. __ • i\ripiJi_~r :a1,,_s~:rted, .-,_1_!1 J.t~ 
l 1i~- Little. ::S:~;p.~:;JW_:has ,t\: -:m.O!(l; --~-

PROFESSOR OF ROMANCE LANGUAGES 

• h,is neck ~ii' two to~s grown jj~cmY KILBY, A. M., PH. D. 
_g'eth~t•_Qn Q~"e--f0ot/' ·_A ':Canness~-ePHYSICS AND AS'\"l!ONOMY 

llla.n ,_4e·cla.r8:d-. .'-W: he .iS_:Little,--Jill:r»8, 

JAMES FREDERlCK PEAKE, A. M . 
PROFESSOR 011' POUTIC;\L SCIENCE 

he __ ·has:·;_a ·ie~r-;_-U.ii~er _._hi~ Jeft:(riip~_: 
2le Where ] cuI.,hilll,in,a di:tfiinµty, 

EZRA B, CROOKS, A. M., PH, D. 
l'RQFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY ANO EOUCA'flON 

1
W~:_-ha:U'.·fo;_·~ox'vi~~~::,·- •,· :,, • 

·1 '._ -An<--~infi:iatiOll;_·.':'Sho.wed· ·eve:cy:_A, LAREW, A. M. 
i one :o:e<Ul(!S"¢,:/icle_htiftyin_~-:_·.ma:r1i11-_rESSOR OF M"ATHEMA'flCS 

MABEL K. WHITESIDE, A. M. 
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR OF CREEK AND LATJN 

Escapff: WA_s ·=Ji9*.:Ai~~ . O_n1y::no:p_e I 
:J0_1f'_lra:r,p·e- ··3n~>:!\[a·y~- ·. T_h-er ::did NEL:n~;N~ ~~:!~'o:·E~~~l::· M, 
~r~ak 'Jfl;!I,- -_-h:t,tl.:. ~ere- xeq_a,l}:tu._11ed. 
/.ln J:a:i',u~ry[ii!; .!?04, they ~ere; M. HARMANSON, A. M. 
-~•iedt''~'.fq:una-_ -~ilo/;_;Of. :L'.OD_be:3;iyt. ROFESSOR orr GERMAN 

aiid:-Se'l#f8n'i"Od- -fo~ death; 'aitd on 

META GLASS, A. M., Pu. D. 
ADJUNCT PROI'ESSOR OF LATIN 

• F~brti,hli)~_ -~f :·W~~e .. '.liail,ged· 111 --What 
.'iiilif:-:Oee·u:· 1tn«:>"tiu. : ~Ver- .isiniJ_e 
:~-Hlalrt~{-;Ff~-d;1~:.·- ~ ,_ • 

HELEN B. HUBBERT, PH, D . 
ADJONCf PROFESSOR OF PH:tLOSOPHY t\NU EDUCATION 

\'14'0 •Jtte1npf;llad b,een made to MALONE, B. D. 

'_;\;"~_ifh ,~tlif-;.:t~d_L\::,<tQ~d~~n-~4~ :;_~_u_t;~:- ESSOX- OF ENGLISH BIBLE 

ELIZABETH H. GERHARD, A. M. 
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR OJ! ROMANCE LANGUAGES 

Tu./ws, h.bt Jll~!JJ¥,;)\ spi,,:lt evld~nf, 
[t}ffiged,/oi;, ~¥t~ tll~il: leJ!'~~.•~- BEULAH RUSSELL, A. B. 

1 :\~.P#~·n: •: :o',ll:_ :_('¼_a1'1~ ·_Flf¥4·~ •• ---~,i~ INSTRUCTOR IN MATHEMAt:rcs 

- -' ~( °:t~f:_: f~_ce.a, ·-.0¥· __ poles, '.opt•r ~ ,.., .-.rd..-,. 
··vt.dlst,an~e, ;e t)\e nort1\ anq ,,,,,. ,RRILL, A. M. 
'Othef·a:.'.~~ifdiS'tancl( to_ thii CHEMISTRY 

MABEL DAVJDSON, A. B. 
INST,RUCTOR IN ENGLISH 

i'~i _df:::OJ'd:·<~Jfeen;v11le_ on,- t~~ 
?~l~A~-~---~t~i:~-~r._ '· ·· __ ·-:· :·,. Lt EM~:ST:!';! ~R:;:c~ONG 
1 

:: .. T~~-·;tw_o.:-.~a:"clleSS b_9die$ _ wer~ 
. b,1,/ .. ,i,'fci~bt!i,ii In· o.ne gri;v-e ,neai:, VHITESIDE A. 13. 
! _·the 'o1_d!_:!~-«~_.:·;. A;a_:~~m,i;,1:0,ll~d_. a:~,--- R rn MATHE;AT1cs 

FLORENCE WALKER, A. E. 
1NS.1'RUCTOR lN CliEMlt\TRY 

: _t,h_e .. n~i-iO:W,:'ih~:-<:,Wid~.r,ted:~'. :_as 
; -io_H.il,f~Jfr~·q_ueiiµY.'. do;:·-:1~~ _ -y,o~~, 
\ ·tt_e.eper_.-}#~~:, ~-t!J··_sli,g-ht _ ~l~va.ti~n­
' ~v~r ;vhieh jt.}ed. •, Ji'il1l!lb; ,thi,s 

MARY WESTALL, A. B. 
lNSTR.UCTOR IN D10L0GY 

! :wi~eni~g,_"a~d::..d~~l{~~i~i·::pr,1e_.e$ DILLARD, A. B. 
! veac~fl(l?tne :;fl~~J»ess_-::bOiies.Jn-·_tli_e_. CTQR JN ENGLISH 

i Sol-i~;;,:ri __ ,gra~~;,-~d _.the_,_·t~;:r·--slr~e; 
i' t_~ll~,_.:~:-:PrP,~:1-'l~!s- '_1:si7~e. _':kl =-t:>je~~:r 1re, 1916-17, 

horn. th~ road . bs:n1',,were0 al'.>gJl;ed 
out by, ,d.PI!'• ,aii<I ;~¢as1s:'. , 'Nhu.i 
the, last yeotjg,; of :C.ittle Ha•pe 
d'/!alll'eared on, the vei,y highw•v 
upon wliieh. fie. had..' eommjtted' 

·manz er.ti+teS. ___ - '- --

- The=: :t~tioi:_faihg· --~flu0nees·-. ':bi, 
'the nruneo of the Harp cs, -dually 
~ani_.~~ef :i'r~m~ :.the._. ·SputJi :-a11,t t¥e . . w:,;t; but ~h• dee~s ~f th?•• o.ut-

11aVfS. and_- the _horro_r __ ·t,~~Y arou~eO_d 

l'.h,,,:_~, ~,a _1n1s~ed .-into·· the,· hist11-y.: ::>£. 
J?~<mee:r life. .- •. 

DOROTHY CURE, A. B. 
INSTRUCTOR IN PH \'SICS 

8 


	The Harpes Two Outlaws of Pioneer Days in Henderson
	tmp.1728509194.pdf.Fbnlr

