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‘count shows he -bought, on Jan-
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- progress sinca
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jthey be liberated,

toel the prisoners to Danville, len
miles away, to await trial in April,

On Mzreh 16 both Big Harpe andif

littie Harpe escaped, leaving_their
three women and three “jail-born
infants behind.

The jailer evndently “had ‘felL‘
there was some likelihood that his|
charges would escape for his ac-i

uary 20, 1799, “Two horse locks)
to chain the men’s feet to. the
‘ground, 12 shillings, and one bolt,,
3 shillings; ’ on February - 13,.
“One lock for front jail door, 18
shillings;* and on February 2‘7

use of jail, 6 shillings.”

‘southeln Illinois then from east

Governor of Kentucky i_s%ued_.‘-_‘ a
proclamation oifering a reward
for the capture of either or both
‘Reports of killings in Kentucky
were followed hy others from

[] Tennessee, then apain from Ken-
tucky. Among their victims was

a long grace at table, -
per they bade their host farewel]'
'gaying they had.an engagement
elsewhere, n

Late that mght A_u_g 20, they]
reached thé hodse iof Moses Stegall
—about five miles east of what
later beeame the town of Dle'ﬂ
'Stegall was. absent, but his wife

one of their own children. De-
claring that Little Harpe’s erying
infant would some day be the
means of pursuers detecting their
nresence, Big Harpe. slung the
baby by the heels against a tree
and literally burst its . head ' to
pieces. During the first year ofj?
their unrestrained ferocity thay,
"had committed at least ‘twenty
murders, T he whol‘e of Ken-”

Such was the state of affalrs
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women began,  PFive days weré
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where, were on the lookout for!
them. In-the eally part of Au-
dgust, 1799, two suspicious. new-|

comers were diScovered plowlmg'f
arcund some of - the - backwo_ods

and money was taken among the
citizens of Danville, and an old-
mare given, to help them on their
way to Tennessee, - '
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waLchels to conclude that the sus-
.pects wero not the quely soug'ht
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had come. to; see Stegall on bum—f
ness.  Mus, Stega]l expressing an
opinion” that’ her . husband - would
return. that mg'ht, invited him: to |
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‘That evening they arrwed at the-
N home of James Tompkins in Whah
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represented themselves as, Metho-|
dist preachers. Theis eqmpmenti
aroused no suspieionm, for the
country wags almost an unbmken[
wilderness and preachers, as. well”
as most other pioneers, aften trav
eled .well armed. Tompkins in
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 Squire McBee’s troop of deven .
‘mer: started, on their expeditioni:!

agaipst. the murderers. They

.found gnd followed the trail until -
'mght
'ter traveling only a few milesy
‘they detected the Harpes stand-

Early the next morning at- |

ing on a - distant hillside. Big
‘Harpe was holding his horse, Lif« |
tle Harpe had no horse: The purs
guers at once started foi the hill,
‘In the meantime Big Harpé
‘mounted and davted off in one:_
.divection, Little Harpe ran in an-
other——-—and both were out of
s:ght In their efforts .to find
 traceas of the Harpes the pursuerd
'discovered the Harpe camp. They
found no one there except Little
Harpe’'s woman. When quest:101:1-~i

1ed threateningly she said she did

'not know in what direction httlel
SHarpe had fled, but that . Big]
‘Harpe had just been there, hurk,
riédly placed each of his women :
on 2 goad horse, and had mdden.
f'away with them.
under the care of one of the
e, and the chase was resumed;
A few miles farther on, Blg‘
’Harpe and his two Women. were
lseen on 2 ridge a short dlstanc

[5head: Realizing his dang'er h&

‘| put spurs fo hiz horse and" dashe
{off alone, leaving his women be=

_hmd They made no. attempt €q

| follow him, but calmly awaite
itheiy - captors, two of whom fool
ithem in charge.
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\e other men continued, th

' as a trophy.”

She was leff f \

: Dlstrlqt Court, -
-them “not guilty.”

-in the head, for T want to save %
Then aiming at hig
‘heart, he shot him in the left side‘q

other struggle oragroan. R

With the knife he had so eold- |

'ly exhibited, Stegall cut off the
Jroutlaw’s head, He placed it in ong

‘end of a bag, in the other end of)
swhlch was 3 corresponding weight]
“of. provisions.
across a. horse, and the ecaptory

-started on their return—somg |
thivty-five

-Muhlenberg iCounty, The hea.‘i

-where the Harpes had commltteﬂ
,theiv Jast crime., Tt was therq
placed in the fork of a tree as' g
.warning to others, The spot eve:g
‘since has been known as Harps'§
[ Head, and the oldi road, now i
'modern highway, atill bears thg.
name of Harpe’s Head road,

The captors, leaving the oﬁf-i

wed in the tree, rode on to He!I‘-g
derson, some twenty miles falbheﬂ '
jand place the three women in: Jaﬂ
1 The prisoners were tried on - Sep-
tember: 4, 1799, before the Courﬁ
of Qualter Sessmns. They Werd
found guilty of “being parties- 111

Jordered sent to Rusaellvﬂle to-aps
pear, in October, before “{he Logan

After theig:
release Little Harpe’s wife returx.

‘savage defianee,
ontinued through ‘dense

| miles until the fugltwe, sl‘acke.nu.
‘ing his pace, was overtaken. He
vhad “heen mortally “wounded hy‘{}

.one of the shots. As he lay
stretched upon the ground,” hd,
casked for water. A ° shoe was
lpulled off his foot and water wagd:
-lblought Moses Stegall stepped
‘forward. While reciting to B'Jg;
‘Harpe how brutally he had murh
sdered his wife and child, Stegall'
| drew 'a knife, declaring he would:

et . off hie enemy’s head. Thed
| He pdinted a gun at Harpe's face |
| The dying outlaw, i3
‘the threat, jerked his head. froni '
hiside to 51de, hoping to dodge the

conscious of

thr_e_a,tened bullet. “Very well, %

said Stegall, “T will not shoot you'

L ied to Tennegses: Rig Hsnpe '8 WQa

,men ang two chllthen cuntmued
to live in Logan County fo1 many
years.

woinen had again been spared
thloug‘h pubhc sympathy.
I-Ialpe had vamshed into . the wild
grness
or. when he mlght. 1eappear .
faared hls 1etum.. It was not: un.
kil fwe years, latel that they lea;
ed 'he had gone south and "unde;

-another name -joined with Samuel kS

;Mason the outlaw. . ..
Samuel Mason . stands out ﬁn

pmneer hlstury of the Ohio . and. :

Mlsmsmppl val]eys as . a hlghway

robber and river plrate He had“
been a useful Revolutionary sol

' mhen. and: - childién:
| for- murder.. . Ma

And Big Harpe. died without. an- i
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The bag was slung‘
and their’ three captored womelf

miles—Jleaving the.- i
headless corpse to the wolves. oﬂ i

[ was talken to.the cross roads. nea). i

L. U thoritie

law’s head conspicuously dlsplay‘ﬂ oo

the murder” and accordingly werd pi. i)y R
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hls ]ﬂst‘ fllg‘ht

:
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;ma.ry

tWO heroes

That .court found: -} Lage.

. Big Halpe was dead and the oyt i

No one knew where how,

dier. The Harpes ‘killed men, »i.vo

lIeast one mul‘der and robbery, and
they were therefure he]d under
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arrest. "No ¢

GUSTAV G LAUBSCHER, A. &, Pa. D
FROFESSOR OF BOMANCE LANGUAGES

JRY KILBY, A. M., Pu. D,
PHYSCS AND ASTRONOMY

JAMES FREDERICK PEAKE, A. M.
PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL $CIENCE

EZRA B, CROOKS, A M, Pa. D
PROFESS0R OF VHILOBOPHY AND ERUCATION

MABEL K. WHITESIDE, A. M.
ADTUNOT PROPESSOR OF SRFEK AND LATIN

NELLIE V. POWELL, A M, Pa. M.
ADJUNCT ERGFESSOR OF ENGLISH

M. HARMANSON, A, M.
ARDFESSOR OF GERMAN

META GLASS, A M, Ps. .
ADJUNCT PROFESSCH OF LATIN

HELEN B. HURBERT, FPu, D.
ADJUNCT PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY AND EDUCATION

§ MALONE, B. D.
350 OF ENGLISH BIBLE

ELIZABETH H. GERHARD, A, M.
ABJUNCT PROFESSOR OF BUMANCE LANGUAGES

BEULAH RUSSELL, A. B
INSTRUCTOR IN MATHEMATICS

MABEL DAVIDSON, A, B.

CHEMESTRY INRTRCTOR IN ENGLISH

EMMA KATE ARMSTRONG
INSTRUCTOR IN WRENCH

HITESIDE, A. B.
qH 1N MATHEMATICS

FLORENCE WALKER, A B.
INBTRUCTOR IN CHEMISTRY

MARY WESTALL, A B.
INSTRUCTOR IN MOLGGY

 DILLARD, A, R
Hé JCTOR 1N ENCLISH

DOROTHY CURE, A B,
INSTRUCTCR 1IN FHYSICS

e, 1916-17.
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