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T!1c ·comm11njty spent i°hl'ir merry e,enings 
>!!ether· and while 1heir fires blazed bright withr 
i"' 1he li;tle and secltlle square, the far howl or 
, 0 (ves, or e,·en 1he solitary war-whoop of an fn
ian s01111Jed in the P.nr of the happy and reckJess 
)dl'lellcrs, like ihe driving ~to~m, pouring on the 
[ielt!lring rooC• abov,i the head ~r the rra.vi.lL~r, 
uf,•ly o~stedj in his clean and quiet b!!d; tl?el •.s, 
r,,,.5:;·t the contras~ of comfurt and security UJ 

,ore home felt emphasis to the bosom. 
Such a S1ation was 13ryanl's in I 782. ft was 

1c oucll!ua of the settlements of that delightful and 
ich country, of which Le:(ington is the present 
,rntre. There were at this time but t~vo ollters 
orth of the I<entuclly ri\,er. It was more opt>n 
> attack th.!n any other in the country. The 
(liami on the north, and the Lick_ing un the south 
f the Qhjo

1 
were long canals, which led fi•om the 

urthero hive of the saYag'-'s hPtween the leltcs 
nd 1h11 Ohio dii ectly to it. Tn the summer of this 
ear, a grnnd assemblage convened at Chilicolhe. 
~he Cherol;ces, \Vyando1s, Ta was, Pollownttu
Jies and most uf the 1ribes bordering on the lnkes 
,er: r~presenlt'd in it. Ilesi~l'S 1heir chiefs, and 
ome Canadians, they were aided hy 1he c~unseJs 
fthe 1wu Gir1ys and Nl'Kee, rc1regndo wh11os. I 
a\'e mndc diligent enquiry, touching the ~gra
hy of these men, particularly Sim01~ G~~' a I 
(relch, whose nanui is of more not01·1 10, t~ 
1s1igati,un of 1he wars. and mnssacre I! In-
ians than any other in our rccon.J Y'lflur-

~ tJ c:i
1
ptive escaped froru them in • s, who 

. :" ould not tell the s\1or11, which y h:~d 
1 hi~ surre~ings; nu burnin a •rs, m 
,hioh he assisted not eill1e • WI ce or 
is counsels. I ha\'C gained no . • fli.c info1·ma
on, except', that they were suppose,!, lo be refu,- I 
ees from Pll,msylvaniu. l'hey :idded the calcu-. 
1ting and com~ining powers_ of the

1 
whites tu lhw 

1s1inctive cunnmg and foroc1ly of 1,1e snvages,-:
' hey hnd their warlike propens~tie~, without 1~e11· 
iagnanimity ; and 1!ie1~· appetite lur blood w11h
nt thuir active or poss1ve courage. They· had 
1c b,Ld properties of the whites a11J Indians, un-. 
iixed with ll1e good of either. Tlui eruelty ol 
\e fodfans hail sume show of polli;;ting circ11111-
ances. But theirs was gratuitous, cold-liluo<leJ, 
hi! withuut visible motive. Yet Simon Girty, 
ke the people, 1lmong whom he dwelt, sometime~ 
lDk the freak of l1in<lness, no reuson coul<l be- as
gned whe.11etirne ;· and 011ce or twice_ snvec.l a_n 

I, nhappv victim from being roasted nl1v.e. Tl1111 lo/ :negm.io livt•d in plenty ; and smoked his pipe, 
V ~d d1·,rn!t ulf his whiskey in his lug palnc1•, cnn-

tlted by the ~ndia_ns, as an ~ra;:te. He wns seen 
ncl in ,t nu.filed shirt, a soldiers cont, pnntaloons 
d gaite rs Lieltrd with pistols and dil'ks ; anJ 

ore a wat~h with an e11ormm:s length of chain 
1d tassel of onnaments ; all, prob:.ihly, the spoils 
i murcler ; .ind as he hod a strung a0'ectation of 
isdom, therr. is no doubc, laut in these days he 
ould hav,i worn green spectacles. So !inbited, 
, swelled in ~he view of1he unhappy Indian cap
\'l's, like the peaoocWU,l'"nding his morning plu
ag.e. • There is liUH!~ Yl)r, t.lml those ~aveJ by 
s interposition weru spared, thnt he might have 
hite admirr.rs,San<l display lo them his gran_deur 
1<1 the extent of his in_fluenue _among th11 In<lmos. 
The tire:it asscmbh1ge to which J have r~fern,d, 
lth<!rlld rnunJ the shrin<1 of Simo n Girty for 

N E 'vV - E N G L A N D G A L A X )'.1 

cou11scl, Loucj1ing the 11oi11t, which it was e.,:peJi,.! 
en t to nssaiJ. He pointed to them llte JP.lights of -
the .ltlnd ,of c:rne, :clover, dee1•, nnd liutr.1l0P.s ; and 
the fair vallics of the Knmuckee, tor whiidt so 
much blood Imel been sbed. He clescl'illetl thu 
gradual encr{)11chmeo1s of the whites; and the ne
cessity of a determined effort) if they would ever 

/

regain pos~es;ion of their rich and rightli.il domain. 
He warneJ bhem, if the pr11st>nt order of things 
cunlinueJ, lhf.l thu whites would soon leuv11 them 
no hunting grounds worth retaining; and no 
means of prneuring rum, with which to warm aucl 
cheer their d1isolate llea11ts, 01· blankets to cli1the 
their nuked backs. They were advised lo de
scend the i.'\'li:uni, cross tlie Ohir;,, ascend the Lick
ing and paddlt! their canoes to the very contiguity 
o r Brynnt's 3tn1ion. The sper.ch was rt1ceived 
with yells gf ,<isahusinstic anpluuse. 

A._wa,y- •~lfched this cohort of biped wolves, 
howling-ti ro11gh .the. furest to their cunoes on the 
M)nmi. Girty,. in l)is rufllt:d shirt and soldier coot, 
stalked at their Ii~ si_ipitly feeding upon his 
own grandeur. -tallnn, against which they 
were destined, <.'nclosed furry callins. They arPi-

1 ved before it, August 15, 1732, in the night. In 
the morninl{ llui iuhabitants were wa1•11ed of their 
presence, by b,iing fired upon, as they opened 
theii· doors. The time of thPir arrival was prov
iJent•ial. In lwo hours most of the eAkient males 
of tftP. Station WP1•e to have mnrnhed to the two 
o ther St~ vhich were rt?pol'ted to have been 
nltaclied ~ pia,;e w,onlcl thus .have been ll!ft 
complc:el encdess. The garrison found 
mean» lo dispatch one of 1hei11 number lo Lexing
ton, to announce the assault, and c,,av.e aid. Six
teen mounted men and thirty one on fuot were 

,immP.cliately marched off to their aid. 
The numb-.r of the assailants amonntecl to 111 

least six hundred. fo conformity to the cl!fnmon 
modes of Indinn warfare, they alt<impted".-in 
lhe place hy ~lratagem. Thr.gue-at lrodi a l-

l
l!cl themsdves 111iiong high weeds 11pon>th -
site side of th,1 Station, within pisrol sho f!~ 1! 
spring, foom vhicb it was ·st1pr.lied '"lh \VlUe1•.
With a detac 1men1 or a hund. th"'-'9oummer.c
ed a false attack upon the south east. angle,wilh · a 
~iew lo dra ;v the atlemion of the gim•ison to tliat 
point. This ~lrat,,gem was predicated on the be
liPf, thaL lhe in!iallit:ints would all erowd to 1hr. 

, point of assault, and leiwe ll1e opposite one de
fenceless. BuJ..~ere Lhey reckoned without their 
ho~I. The pllfi\'lle instantly penctnaled their pur
p~: anti ins tead of retunning their lire, com - , 
me~ced, Yhat ought to have ~~P.n compll'ted' be
fore, ~epairing the pnlisades, and putting the Sla
tion in a condition of defence. The high and lux
u~iant Jamestown weeds nenr the sp~ing instruct
ed these rxperienced backwoodsmen, that a host 
of the foe lurlted beneath theil' shelti,_ning foliage, 
there to await the coming forth of tl\e men, In 
dra~Y wat.1'1· fur the supply or the gni1cison. 1,et , 
modern w,i ves, who hes irate to li>llu\V. their hos- I 

b.andlf. lo clris pia e, beca1111e- it is deemed utrl\l!lll
~h!Y; o~ lo tlm e4'i~ will 11emove them from 
the sc1t11e of th accu,tomad prw,sures, !tear and 
1~rnpend ! Tliiae oobl ti i.,. mathenr, dnugh
ttrs and SIVt'l'I lreart f dm· alfinu, handsnme r, 
tlino ever eithei· .J:1 or ~ ar Minerva, 011 

an!)' nf the grac Ill _y,mphs hl boor, ap- 1 
peared on J)1 infomJed me men, 
rhat there• , ity, that th.e fudians I 
would liri: )1p hem, as their gllme undoubteclly 
was :he llle!l ; and thn t even if they di<l shoot 

I down n few of them, it would in no \VIIY diminish 
I tht! 11esources of the ga1111ison. 'l"he illusl riou:i he
roines armed themsl'lves wTth buokets, an<l march
ed down to the spring, espying here ancl the~e- a 
pinted fnce, a11d an Indian body crouching under 
tl1e thiclc fuliaj!,e. 



The Ken_tucllians of tliose , ag_s, c?r.rying . th~ ir 
lives in tlwu- l'tnnd1 were falllil\1I an, obeclience 
to the prreept, to "take no, tp ... li.,r tJ,lf"' mor
row.I' Whi le gloom was retirtue from t1,11ila1 fure
l,1ead, jo)• sbone agnin on thei1· eheek:t. As soon 
as 11ie_y we1•e a1'lare,.that tl:\e me~cil'ess prowbm1 
had left the vicinity fo" good, they <pain due hon
ors 10 the dead ivho bud fallen, while coming tol 
their aid. Th,i wounded we11e 11u1·sed with thel 
lend~r.est assiduity, These du1i11s of humnnity 
duly pe11forml!d, the subsequent afte~noon and 
eveni'ng were elevated t1,• the joy and hilarity of a 
kind of triumphal jubilee. The rablPs groan11d 
with good chP.er ; and, as ther.e were then no tem-• 
perance societies,a ~easonable ~1•opontion of" Ol'd 
Mnnongahela rye whi.skt>y," which even in those 
enply days was deemed a drunk of most sah11ary 
IJeatification, was added to the pt'rsimon and mu
ple beer. A.II,, nar eJteepting e"en those, who had 
been most zeuluus fo,, tJ•eating with S,mon 6-il'ty, 
overwhelmed Re:Y11olds,wi1h ,vell•enrned compli
menls, and admiratiun of l\is spidt an~ oratury. 
The gentlemen were scarcttly more. hearty in ex
pressions of this s011t, than the ladies; among 
whom, being hnn<lsome, and of a b1•a11e and ll'e.e 
spi11i1, he had been a. favorite 1lef011e. There )Vas 

something pan~iculal' in the wistfolness,w,ilh which, 
Sarah NJcCracken CllOtemulnt\Jd him this e\'ening. 
Sarai\ wall Irisl\, six foet and an inch ;· lier limbs 
admiralily turn~, and her frame as square, and 
propo11tioned, as an lrali'an statuary would have 
desired for a moclel. FI er hair was fair, and in
clining to yellow; and in he1• faae piony red was 
sprinkled on a ground of lily w,hite; and withal 
s l\e ear11ied a hook nose, an abundant vocabulary 
of Kel)tuck y repartee, and a termagant spirit cu1•i
ously compounded of frolic aod misehief. Siirah 
had been wooed t'o nu pu11pose l\y every young 
man of any p11etensions in the vicinit.y. le was 
ol.ea11ly nnde,·stood, thnt no love11 would be favor· 
ed, until lie should be able publicly to give her a 
foil· foll, and noose her, _as they were in 1he habit 
of managing n wild, or, as the phrase was, a•'' ~c
vm:e" colt. !Wore- than one had s!l·uggled for the 
pri-1le, But they fan~ like the Philistine upon 
Sampson ; 01· as 'Ii'abi'tha G~umbo managed with 

, her tiny suitor,, young Mr. Thumb. Reynol'ils 
had sighed among the rest; and bad surveyed 
th!!" r,1•e1nises 1Vith feelings, not unlike those, with 
which a hostile man of 1va11, ~egartls· th·e 1•oc!t of' 
Gibnaltal'- ' When questloned,by the young men, 
why he had not uttempted to noose this pretty and 
"severe" colt, he discussed ~he 11alue- of thv P,nillt!, 
much as t1he full: did the grapP.li, 

In the t~iumph atrd ex-pansi'on of hca~t of thnt 
ev,ming ol' ddi11erance, two er three fine young I 
girls had been noosed ; and, to their crP.dit be it j 

1·ecorded,. they we~e. ever af\er 11s genlle and' do- I 
eile-, as, they had been wild and unmannge_nhle be
fore. Whether Reynold's Mt stnonger,, after the 
ample honor!! an<l prflises, he bad won,.or ,vbP.ther 
there was a conse!Tling languor iu Sa.rah· Mc
Cracken's eye-, d'otb not appeuf. The fact is sub-· 
111i1t11d withour an:1 eI"plimatory conJ.ectures.-

, Reynsl<l's, with a neat cord -'.lf 6nlfalo ht1ir, mo.ire 
up to Sarah, evincing a_ sh01v- of the ~equisite haTd
ihood 011 pu1,posing a trial to noose her. "Come 
on " ;ai.d Sarah. " Faint hennt uever wen fair 

, 
lady." Jigs, reels, spo~ts, frolics, ~ilfo shootin~, 
e,·ery othe.i· e:<ceitement was instantly ubso11bed an 
tlie ke,mer inte1·est of witn.essing the trial at 1100.s,. 

ing. I1toommence<l 1vith an energy, fo~ wbieh I 
have no comparisons. Th~ contest of the str~n
g<'r wi t,\ t,he Giant of Gauntly, n.r even that 6e• 

tween JEnc.as and Turnus, for the hatid 
·dom of Lavinia, afford no• a1lequute p 
·tus tratltin. • Tears of laua:hter streamt' 
ey~s of 1he spectators; and it act1mlly 
punt, tl_iat sultry August evening, In see-

1lion of athletic power, the inler1wining o 
li he bonding of anus and 1,hc diah1111ellUJ,11p.01r11u 
Sometimes her fine form seemed lo ll-'p!"d 
muscular pow-r.rs of 1hc young wnrr.i at!' 
1,imes, to al'ail of the Kentucky ph1,ase, 
ed" him, as though she hud bel!n pll1yi 
penny. Sometimes one scale pl'epond111-al'II 
the chances of victory:, and so.metimes bhtt 
Cut oo golden s ign 11·ns hung out in tha 
Reynolds oogan to show laborious respil'II 
and lh'.! ladies to cheer, and the gernlemeJT ~ 
spond. But at the very moment, when tt~ 
ers seemed to be sin Ri ng nndi>t' 1he prow 
fair and bl01ned le.mall! Fle1,cules, the 
threw a heavy weight into bis scahi, and !l
stantly kicked 1he beam, for lo! an alma 
ct'plible trip uf 1he aucle bestowed her nt. l 
on the white' clover. ,vhile tHe woods ~ 
uni1ed acclamations, the Jov(!r fullowect .~ 1111 
conquest. The "severe"' colt was noo~ f 

,mllekJy as ,, lamb. . 
Th<"l'e were not wanti'ng sly gi1,IH, inmolll!s ot: 

the station, who used in p1,ivate to insinuate- to 
her, that the slip was int1rn1jonal. Sarah al1Vays 
assumed a knowing look on the occasion; andlin,. 
sistecl that she fo1..nd no cause to repent dte: lblf, 
Reynold's, it is wdl lmown, l).,havecl nubl~ilJ'te.r~ 
wards al lhe baule ot' the Blue f!.icks. ffa i1!1¥as, 
who, being in a(ter dhys a little in the Hullih of. 
"striking the post," as the ]ndians ha.ve i~re>ir, in 
our µhrnse, blowing his own trumpet-llt~1t¢til11 
prnverbial Kentucky boast--" I have,.tj:tha lfo 
somest horse, dog, 1~fle al"!d' wife- in ~ UI ~J?
lucliy." 

--f 

I 



COL. OUTTRHT ON BRYANT'S. 

Jpells the Station's Name With 
a "t'' a'Ild Giv2s Rea

sons 'I'herefor. 

A nll111rilies Lett 011t the Lotter, 1J11,. 
tho Prrp011dcrnnco or Evidence 

fa )'S the Ofhe1• Way. 

(To th, E dHnr ot th!! CourJer, Journal.) 
'J11e reccuo effort,, h)' 3ome .of om l>a,. 

Wotic ln<lies, co StJC u:rc the nece.sa:ry ' 
tund& f">r cr~•,•tirig a, monument to the 
int-mo:ry of the l:r'lV<l womeu of Brya,nn•a 
Static.o, in l '7~ 2, who, ta procure ~t.e:r 
[or the ga.rrison, went to the ,spring out,. 
eidr. c;f t11c proter.ting wall», witJti.u rMJgo 
of 500 rlttc~ in the, J1t1,ndtt or th,i ·betl:ii;
in~ s.i,,·nge~, h:1<. starll!Cl :1 lhrely iu.qoicy 
us to whe1Jwc t 11e propc.r name of t.hh! 
station i:J 13ry11,1t1/.-s or 1'1'yn.n't,. I bu.\'G 
receivec1 :.md altb.vered u. number u! l~ 
te.r, n13ll'ing my or.inion oo t,hj._~ subject.. 
nnd.I ba,vu vet. a, Jar~<ll: nu!llbl!t' of tbllUI 011 
rny ta.Ille tlTIILll>!\Ye.r:id. 'l'he labor or .rt>

pl,\'ing tu the~ le n m:: 1J c;iru,lder Jbfo, 
11ml I ha v~ co!lcluded that the bezrt. 'llfll/,'I 
to avoid the coruita.n~ rnpetitit,n o.C a1l!l'IV.or; 
i:ng sur.h iu,1141•ieo is tu 'IIUbll!ili • /w 
J':l,•11, in the Conricr-Jourual, ,W,ll it 
wide c:!t111tl11cii.oo. llill<o' . b.tln.:I. ~\ u 
to the JiJJowleclge ol all inquiroro. Do 
u,e the favor, tll61'1lfol'e, to pu·bllslt tl;o 
following, wllioh cunt-line 11,bout nll oj! 
impo1•l.ance that.I Jmo,v oa. the subjeet: 

In a.ru,wr..r tv 'the inc1uil'y w)l.ethex tlte 
right name ot fillh:i stat.ion. ill l?.rya.J1.D'~ ar: 
Ery-:in'~. I mi~ltt n-usv,er bh11t tJiei:e is 
authority for hotlt spellings or tho ;oa.mc, 
end having thug answered I might let tho 
::c.i,cte.i: r rst. The facts t.he1Jl6elvus, hc\\·
evcr, ~Te a, bet.tur 3'!lbWer, a.ncl when t:1ey 
a.re given enc.it one Cll,11. jutl.;e Jor llis or 
he1·8·~l.f.. 

I myself lm.ve a.lwaya !ll!elled 1lhe mime

Brya.nt's, u;ntl I t.hinlt I hia,ve JIU11i&ci.enb 
oa.lllthorit.v thei:e:far. All· the e1tr1.T ~ 
to:nia,ns of Eieutuc.ky, some of w.ho~ per
soa.all.v knew t.Jie ta:mily whose name -thus 
et.a,tion bore <1,nd. W<1l'e 1'-a.miliar w1lbh 1!he 
11ln.tiio.D. rtae1f, give the name B11Va.nt's. 
John Filwn. tho .11..rst liisb,u:i:m of '.Ken.
tuokl·, w·bust' wm·lr w'!lll p~b.lie.u.ed . ad~ 
W ihn.iu,gton iu 1 ?!H. a.ud w,na.eh COirtniila 
the ,a,ur,,:1>iog11:.1,phy or :u-lvell/tUJ'.e;i of De.n.
ricl. Dcoue. a. broth~-in-Ltl.w of 111\e Bry
tn,1lftd, clicria,ted bl,y Jrimi,61.r, apeJ)s tihe no.IIl~ 
J.!r.ia:nll',. Ili.L-3 Lt..-.e of I im;,tead o.l'. Y illi 
till'> ,welling is immruteniru. a.a the clisp~te 
is only 11,nout the 1Jo.aJ 'L .A.iter li:.i.leon's 
in 1 7$4. followed Mm:shuJ.l'~ l:Jiiatory of 
Kcn~ucl1"11 in 1s12 Mld lt!2¼. )3u,lller's illl 
1e:34 a.nd 1iiau. wwic; Collins' in. Hi~?. 
A.rt11nr & (J&rpen,ter's J.n. lt!o:.? llil.d lJJen'll 
in 1 t! 12. e11,cb gl-..?;llg tli&Jw.me .fu.yan,t'e-

r lf, tihu:; ~ppeara t,1;1& I'll' l!C,ll'l.V a. 111.w
Ul't!U yeM<' fWPl7/ lli::.tod.u.u or Kentuc.lcy 
wil•liour. an e:ueol'lion ~ve the n~ 
Dx)·a.n,t's. Out9id() r1! r.h""'e regulu-r hJ&.. 
taria.lJ.d ot the Sw.te. s11dh .k,iudr~ works 
a,; .unlay's T,)poglla>phlcal D1Y.:JCrlip1ion o! 
t.ho V:~:;.u:rn T,n'litu1·.v iu 1 ;u~. Mc.Clung',. 
::ik,.~ol,P,.s o( 'rV 68tem A.!L-venturo in ll:!il2 
.St:{'1dl1!~$ Cu.uho-lio ~1L,doll3 iu 134-l ~ 
num,miu.; 101·,1,I h ial~•::W W! an.cl w.orln; t.lul!i 
lll:~lu bo mentioued, give tile name Bey~ 
tint's. 

1 t ,v:15 not unril 18 7,1., ueu1,Jy u.n huo
cil'tJd y_.a.r:1 a..u~r 1111._. scaciu.n Wab ercccecll 
a.llU.• a.CtC:r eVt!l')rbotly COUllllCt;etl. WL&b it, 
hull \Jct.n laid 1n t,11;, gru.vc,, tb:it it ,. •• 
pearcd iu ll.i,;tory lly any Otho.!• ,~ 
than 131•yant•~. 1u 11174., bQWeve 
Ultt ll.iscury o! K .?11t11..:J1y by lltc l 
C"'1linrt w :i~ pu IJJJ:,Jwu, th~ 1iu LDtl 

- firs t. watle it:i upp1::1i·:rnce ilf tuu 
)following L'oll:rn~ our lu.rer hl1 
~hulvr, l.11 1:3~4; Perrin, in 111,• 
Smi~J1, in ll!~ 6, ell.Oh ,1<lul)ted !illt> u,u,_u,. 
Bl'S:lll'o, ~1.J:. t't1n1n, howe,•1~r, in lu~ 
hhtory o! .F,iyette county, in lt72, gives 
bhe oa.mu .131·.ya,n&':., while in his hlstorY1 
ol'. Kt!ntuclry, in 1885, he h:I~ it Bryan•1,, 
which wcuk,~nr, h.i.i . .u as authorH)•. \Vhile 
he wrui writiug hi>1 history or F:lyette 
CL,unty, where the station stood, he had! 
before him Ha.nclte's .l:listm,y or Le..tlug
tun, in 1 b72, in wili!,h. the .=~ Br.y
aut's is given, and whifo -wa1xttu~ lua hi6-
tory of Kentunl.cy he had Co1llns', 1ol 
lll74, wlu~re he found and ooems to h11.v& 
adoptecl 13rynn's. 

For some reu~on un]cnown, Timothy 
Flint, when he m·oti> tho biog?'.i.pl~ o:1: 
Daniel BoonP, in l 8:'13, i;:we the name 
!Bn-an/s. Almo~t every sur,aequen~ bio!!
l"apbt>r of Boone 11-rn. foJl.owed Flini J?'. 
~Ima callin:f t.he stat,lon B1-yan'a, It JS 
;not cert~1in, how<:Y6l', tha't E:it?er of; 
-tb,!se \Jiogra.phers !had tile nnb'lllal o:C 
Fili!on or hncl eve.r nPen it. 

The stron~t evidenC'e in behalt of. 
thuee who held to the apP.Jling Br.van'& 
fu tound in the 1nnd entry book of lten
tuoky couney, in, 1780. W:h!le ~. ~1-
line, the yo1.1n~er, was wn.t,mg lris hl5-
tory of lCentneKy, I culled hi.a :ittenti.on. 
to thia record among other things a.n<I 
sbo:wed him in my note book the lol.
low:incr en try : 

" J\lllmu·y 7, 1780. William Bryan, 8&-
11ignee of Anthony Havilund, enters 40(11 
a~res In Kentuolcy hy virtue crf a, certtil
•~te, etc., lying on. the nurth side of the 
~ orth Fork: of Elkltorn, o.n both sidP.s ot 

• the Shawnee trace mnde by Capt. H~lder'IJ 
me.u goillg to the Nation, .in-clu&i.ng 8J 
~pring on thP eesb of enid ~ce. ~ 

Thia is eviden.tJ~, the land on whiol\ 
t,he stJlltion wuo rco.Tfl<l, n nd it Sl'i!m~ to 
ha,,e bud io1lnencP enough with th" Jun
ior Collill.9 when I !111owml it. t-0 h4n ~o 
ma le.. him cha.ng•J th<" s11elling ot' tlie 
e!cl,•r Collin& and all previo113 ltiatorio.ru, 
in Keotur.k:y us tn thu si.ati.oo. . 

'\-\'hl?D it iB remembe,red, hmvever, ·thnb 
tllfl a.[i-plicu.nt did nut himoel! llltLke thia 
ent•n· in tibe TCO'lrd boo~ l1ut that it w ,11:1 
11rn~ by 11he 'Rl',cordPr or the La.nd Oftioc 
who 1:tptllled tl1e =me a.➔ be llllderstood: 
it, to ba,ve been prou0t1DcPr1 by the ap
plica.nt, tl10 •ividence will hardly ho 
J.eem,•d r,,mclu,;iv::. In th,, "'1Dll! wa-y the 
ruHne or th-e grllllclfatJ1.,.r o! Tun,ident Lin
coln w~ wrltt,•n iu the entry book! 
" Link horn," a.nd other entd8ll made 
cqua,J}.y 1111 vm-i:mt from the names of ~ho 
ape_lioontz, u11 ltn1)\VJ1 ,1mong the pioneem. 

Da.niAl Bryan, the 11.11thor •lf th~ 
"Mo1111tn.in :\I 11i01>1 or .1.dvcuturet, of Dan1ea 
·Boone,• pu.lllielted a-t liH,rr.iaonbin•g m 
llilil, whir.It was a. Vl)l'\' populoo: book: lb. 
its day, gi,,es thl' oarnc 13rynnt's. As ho 
was or t.lle .Bryun tru11ily, he ought fD 
have known how to sp~ll :tohe nfl.me, and 
Jllll xn aldug th.is diotiuction in llis boolll 
by apellini: his own nanio Bryan and tll.l,ti 
or. the station Bryant is, t.o o~· lihe lElasll 
r.1 it., very slgnittcant, it nob aoncluslve. 

So fair aa my observation has gone iu 
Jookiog over old manusc:ri11t joUrlJ.ILUI. 
letters, eta., which ha.i bee11 COllllidtlr
ub le, tdlill station wns known among the 
pioneers 11s 13cyant.'a. Cnl. .ll!dmlllld,. 

• .lzy'!l•!, a.n educated. gentleman who wa., 
in cltargl3 o.r the Blue Licks. not far dla◄ 
ta.n t> from thi11 ataJi.Dn, maltiritt a11lt. aiJ 
eur.ly as 1786, and who ronntnuw. l,d. 
tba.t bulil:ne11s !or wu.oy yeal'll a.:tter.w:uxL, 
wrote 11he nu.me :Bryant's in. his aOl:ull.lUI 
book wheuewr he sold salt to go ta GlmtJ 
localili}r. Daniel Boone, however, in bis 
leoter tu the Go veruor of Virginia. i.n, 
1711 :i gi.ving an account o! tJ1e dis.a1:r 
noiu' battle oL the Blue J..iaks, spellJI 
the nRm13 Ilrynn. Bu.t wt is well known. 
Boone W(IS too crrMio in hi.3 t111elling to 
make this single erfo11t of h.i:1 couel.ul:'iv~ 
as ttl t !1e prrrp-,r way o.t spl'lling. Two 

I 
yea.1·s later hill spelling Wlld Bt'.iant's, IM 
di<:1 a,teu to .John l!'U~on, t,he llistorlan. 
so tha.~ he cn.u not stand !or vt?ry highl 
au thol:itJ· on this su\Jjec~. _ .. 

J.t hi '. iletiul~, 11owi,1 l'1' to Dl.ll.lltili> 
a11,t.hoz11iies on eLl!her &Ide' • ti • ' 
t.rove1,sy. A.L bhia ]'lite <la~ 

0
~ ~ = 

~TI>r the 111;1,me .Bry~n•.s Wl•U ad/here to 
ilt, and t.llo:i;:: who p1-eJ:er .liryaU1t' J . ,vil) 
ucl,qere . to tth:.i,t, uo mu ~ter w1ba,t bhnse' 
w.LJ.o differ wilih nh0111 ~ illlaY' ,My 
l'l¼V6l'ffllll\) CiJr Q;tl!'Cedtent, inC1UCed 1Il8 Jo 
,-r to . acJngt oho sp;,illng .l!r,v,A!U/s il8 Ill£ 
•Ollnd 1t un.11.ormly iu our hlwt.ories ton 
near~:y 8i neubury ; an- I I ha,vi, s.lnce l?Olllo 
~t~n JW cvidllJloo sufficiently str,mg to 
m •U.00 me to cl!ange tJo &-.van '3 L 
shnll, th,•retore, C<U1·1dni1a 00 Wl'ite • ti a 
na~ lit yant•.~, l'or wihfoh I deem bll.e a,~
tlliority 11uffloum~. • 

AUr,!Ub~ 11, 1804. IR. T. DDRRIDTi 
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1 , :·: • ,,, ,'::,"··; • : .. /: J7c) &gent, Bryan Station Chapter, D. A. R., uy;~~~b j ' ::,, '. ,,~; · "' ~ ', ft ,yl!fP 
·(o_'. - ~Ei~nd;ed' ·:~d fift~~~~:7{!'i4~ ~loclili~-::s, ~~ act.ls tt ~·~~~~-: f\ h~

1p~~;~i1~;~~ft 
• wart woodsmen, with their families . and all their gram, were filled wit):i great pi<;~ets, made from trunks of 1 ••: .j 
; worldly possessions, set out from 'the valley of the trees split in two and sharpene<H.t t the ends. · :~, ~~ 

,I. Yadkin .River in North Carolina to .make new homes in At the foot of the -hill, facing Elkhorn creek, was a ('.< 
j what is pow the .· famous • """"'=·--:-:,-er= ,-;:,-,=rs= .,.,.,,,..,.....,,,.,...., spring of almost ice-cold1•.•:•. 
,; B_luegrass r~gion of ~~P~ ~ater. Thi~ spring was not ',h 

tucky. • · -~'s.':, . mcluded within the stock- ·J', 

Four of these men were . ade, despite the fact that its · , 
brothers, William, Morgan, discovery had decided the-:,!,:. 

, James • and Joseph Bryan. location of the station. • t. 4?, 
William, the acknowledged Thus wa_s founded Bryan's • 1. 

leader, was a brother-in-law Statio_n, a spot destined_ to ,' 
. , of Daniel Boone. The fifth fill so prominent a place in . 
. . ma~.· William Grant, was the history of Kentucky. 

also · a ~rother-in-law of tlie Life in _the new st~tion "".as ,. :~ 
great.p1o~eer. Two hunters, filled ·to overflowmg ·with ~1 

,' Cave .Johnson and William thrills, • romance and very , .. , 
1' , Tomlinson, joined the trav- often, tragedy. 

elers as they jou,rneyed : Here,.William Bryan, the . 
~ • through the wilderness. On • founder, w h i1 e hunting 1.' 
!, and on they traveled, stop- . game in the nearby forest, .1: 

l: ping at Boonesboro for corn .. . was wounded by Indians. • 
and other.supplies and pres~ing on again until the beaut_iful His was _the first death within the new settlement. , f-. 
valley of the Elkhom lay before t)lem. Here, m July of the year 1780, corn sold for one hundred .. , 

. Here, suq·ounded _by a hunter's paradise, rich land, and and tw~nty dollars a bushel in Continental currency. ' 
abundant water, they found an ideal location for a fort, or It was on August 15, 1782, that the Indians and Canad- t 1 

, • station . . Work was _immediately begun ·and in ·a short • ians; spurred on by .British,officers, and led by two aban- •· 
time a ~umber.'of ru!le, but strong, c?,bins' were erected. • cloned white men, McKee .and Simon Girty, that the sta- , ,. 
Other settlers joined, those already at work and very soon tion was besieged.. • •. • . . • ' • 

, the cabins reached .abc;m~•twenty in number. • . • . • During 'this fearful time, a period of three days, twelve 
• . The cabins were placed at irregular intervals ·on the women an~. sixteen gi~ls, led by Jemima Suggett Johnson, 

long sides of a parallelogram which was something like • faced de?,th tq • carry . water • from the spring into the '.•, 
' six hundred feet long .and one hundred and fifty feet wide. stockade while the . men stood guard to shoot down the ', : 
• At each corner was built a blockhouse, fo .be occupied by • savage eneiny hidden Sb near. I ' • • •• . -~, 

the single _-men of ,the;> tation. ' The ,space~. ·~et;..yeen the : (Colffinue<L.q,p p.ane--4~ • 
, •{;~~ ,' . •, . , ' ' ', . . .~· ' 



- ~~~- ~<:l~l'l·~~--~ . 
,1. 1 ·1:.1:.,; :,·· '·.,, • f~• !J 

~~":e•~;'.!~>f"'--~~~-- . ._•,-·, _,. ; ,, 
i• his huni'anlli; ;.

1
11hut lic),i ishetl to, s1>ah1'.Jihi::) effu-

1; ·.~101.1 of- !i'i1'11i~i;-_ >joo~ri ,\tl/.11, ,jn: ci1se/lf u'sii!·l~1{dcr/J 
he conhl nnswe1-.,fo1\ tl,1c; sqcur1.ty•ot ,th,e.JJ1'1soi1erg r 

1· trnt,
1
thi11; in .1J1q,~vent ' ot'.1ilki1'1g !hci -,g11ri·,iso1i ,'by._ 

. ~ti)J'Jn,• hc1«;911lcl ,fl~!; ·th\tl cannon _wt'rc i}P1>1·oa~I~-. 
ing 1yith,a ,i'ci11furce1nent:, in,wh.h:h <;a~ci ,llrny, must 

'· ,be ,ill1'1'1'C, that, the' palisacli)s, c'oi1lcl 110 longer a'vail, 
•io scc1iru thc1ii' froin"·1hc 11nri1c.roi1s fn.nd . inceii'~eil 
liicl '.llis; i_iuµ,o's'ing,illilllllt!,I' hncY L\l6 ·;poni.1:eij'cct; 
in prnducing consternation, as the ,garriso,n knc\v, 
that, the/sumc',loes hacl .. us,:d .cn11nu11, in ',tlje· UIJ,ilCk ' 

,or R11<[~lii~'· ,a~t! .,~I <1r,1i11's .,.~ttitio11~· ..... , ~oi1i,11 .lii.~!is. 
-1 ,b\c~c.h~g.1 •,..'I ,1110~1.1~~-lllre11~ly ,li,ccp1$li1Jn, ) 11Hl1t(1\; 
!'1(ot11· woun,~cd i\l:Cl't;•, groa11.ing i.1Jnp11g th!:!h• ,,S01111!. 
'' p( tlrn, 111.ox.elc'orisj~':l'Ult',.II pµ risH,9, ·of . tlw .:.f o),ly;,"of 
: 1,~ll.~w.i,ng}suc_h 'a. ~'ego'ch\toi· if 1: sµ~ l

1
1 h ,w:11.>f , .1!q,;.J n:· 

,: ·t11111clalsi_.tl1e,..gan:1son, called O!)I 19,shooti .tl,19 ~ l:,'1sj, 
en!, 11<l~111g.l1> h1s, 11pmc, t.l~.i:· cu:;top1,11r.)'.. 1IS~n!ll~ky, 1lcpith~t ,.11 9,frty, in,s'istcd 11po.n.1 )1i;1 )pro1pisecj~.s.ec_ut, 

/· riti,'~s.,11,'fi11g 1,o( truc,e, \yhilc tl1i~ ,negociatio1J'./a'sti 
! :ell,; •,n·~si -~(!mh,11,~Jd:.,l(jth,. g~qp.t,:i:S~fli.r)~,{ ~li~nlt)i1 ii' 
r1 th,ey; kl)CI\;, .ifho ,)t ,,xµ.s, ,,1110 111u11,11d<h~s.s,ei:htl11rn1. 

·A·s.·j1irite'd voung' rria11, of,(vhcw1 the -lJlbstf,lronni·11t 
II 1', ,' I l ' ' ' , I [ -..; l J • ' • ~·- $: 

,~lc ,.'i1entio11fi~;niad~ ~•! th~1~1:1hsc!,IUC!ll an,nij~s f>!?!. 
~,lfJdran ,warl,!J'l'e;:\ vps· dt;p_ut.~~ ,l.~!: IWS,\~/!l'vtl11r :>;'f,i?e,t 
( gndc ·11egqi:iil<>'r1 . ijJ.~ object •W!'$'. to· 90 11,vnyHthe 
( depres~i~~ of t)w:gi!•'l"iS</ll1l ,and, pe1:hl!PS to git).,~ J1 
'.,reputiilrn!J. fttli', 'Yng~ery, (_a.~Jf _he,1,1\lrendy,_ hni!11 fp)· 
i· lrnrd, llght1ngM,1f' : Y: ~~l r~phe\l 1 :ij,r:ynol.<hi" } , 11:r. 
I jrnil.\V ·Y!lll;Wcll , ·it'Y OU, iwc· 011,e :~f those , cowu,·ply 
I vlll1.1ips;tt110 l~y~;to n'Hp·dcr,1ivoni'e1i.a11

1d c)li)d .. :cn~;. 
' tl~pesla!!Y·,10'.os~ f.CY~U l\ OIVll)l~Ol*· ./~-~(now, .,S,i
·'•lll \J)}tq/~ty( ,Y_e:1·1 l11s ,f~1l11:f. }l'~s} n{,,pnntJ1e~, (11 , 
:1 ~lnp1i.l).: IY<,>.)f:-. \'• l ,h,jvrA.,w.~rtl}.lrl~· ,:clqg,,:it!lllt,..ki!ls . 
I la1nt,t , ·/ 'r llS,tf,'~51 of.~l10~11111g I /!~•11 I ..,l ha~.e:.;.~l~eil 
1 lrn\11SiJnor), G1l·iri•. 11,}.':011

1 
.. ~,iitC_t , J'~i_nfg -~e1~coJ$ 111,nd •~1mno.n,"d~ -yc1,u. ?Ji\Y ~• ~xn11c_~li;e!11forft ~.i~!,11~,1 

t~o1;\ 11p~ !'- ,1}Ul)1,l>.ei;$; /o.,_gt e.~sl!oh ~ r~eJlqnmif t to , 
. y.ou1;, ~o,,vi}~d]y·, 

1
wrct~l.t~i ;. , q,~1-~'oQ}I Jo,u , •~Yo\il~, , 

I 11otcdare '•1ouch them f on!d(°/yC}ll 1111d I them .. . ,0. ' 
fveil' 1r•you 'to1il<l.,1l>ati'~)• .thJl~I),.:; 001; 'piclrnt~;iii1• for ' 
, bne;ihord:,yiu•r1 1i~c1nl❖·~i 11 fo.o . ri1

1
uch llbci11le1\Jpti1to 

·/ liono1·,the1il(bf di~ol';.l;\ii&tN~; ft e\1rn1~ •\ll>DtF.IJhe1p/ 
• ~ •SHoifld, y6'u I '1(~'11\e t'r.oub,f,,.fo ~til,i'teil. •iuMfrirt/ I' 

Ii'.•)' Je'. ~eef t ~~?~liTil d'i\fl"l'l~?.r.J{~'i~k:oti, s,1 'j t~hes, 
i\vHh,11v}l\9l.1_.1y?~ eli_ tW1vl111~fiil~ ~4l(gµ_, rr.~.~~~s,: 
:o'iit of Ille ·o'!laiitryY· '. ·'',ti.. 'r-, 1 

r ~ ·) • i· 
• t,, ·;~-~~'Yi YP11 ~b: tiJ, ''.::·ci )'t _sh,sf,~irr~on," ~~p~ qrt1~· 

"- l o:w~JQ eU1_ije~y ~l\lih,11_c~-e~ ~y:th;lr_~~.l.r,'1; ' ~s
~lcct,1,n~:-•.u; ,· • 1o~ ~t~1~~\i.~~/l.~RC,Y.i )'~d.1,n'hl .. 111ntfQJJ r(J 

, ,1~
1
g1:':n o,\h'. 1~.filnn ofr~Jllec,I shirt, ·undt.sol,df 1' 

~•-~,, ~
1
13reh'11·11'<!d 1 ~nd '{h~ ~r)ng,,c9mme'nce~ ng~•~· 

~,(}'hc•IJbslog/ii g rje n good n'ccount ofi everY[ on,;l 
!f\~•l1o{c~1ife1i@~if~n·o11gli io !ulur UI /riill,, th'o'.n : )3u( 
! ~Hord! n1i1'11.i i'>1f1, th1(1n)l itl/ l>bcly h'toi•checl _th.wiiyf,io 
11th'111J1J\t~~ Blue·•m.cl{fr \vliere"'tliey:1>bfo!)1J,d ··a'l · ~ig
('1ia11Y,t1ttlii' an~,o;qcly;trfomph. •··Tlie lridifinsH1n'd 
{ 'O' • , H, ' ' ' ' ]d-t i '· 1 ~· d i:I I I"' .';, .~llRC!l~flS ·ll\'8 11 , Jo JnYC 1/Xlc~r,- t ' 's .~ l .~~-

r
fdred, nrl,d th~ rs ,1gi:d numl>eretl f,~r(tl YO • l'i6e; , 
.. rfienf liefi>rt'; (11elr, 1:1?iiitorcement1 • •:• ' }'. ··~ -
;' . Jl1e 'rJllo~,·i\/g ,iijp~eJ:iclix, 'io 'the 11btm1',1•~6_1:' 'li/s~ 

I 1qr,l'} ·,~,e f1;nnJdf cg',.1(,~s~, ~eems:1·11-thel: a(ipc_ry.phul,., 
a'nd ,,i.~ 1not¥~f111iR'11ly1 to'. V ~c•llellif~t[ors~eif':-l~i~ .' tlic, 
'Kenlilck':)1.fn'ili1nliJ~i sari!~ 'iv1\g; •,T:fiougl1:fth\rti1 

t,lnre l~~t~\Yllriiing { oni'tpen(n'iors,: ,vl,ch llscov.,e't_ in
~. ,i·ln~i~ 'r.vicie.,i~e 1.,f1ifs ,~clclit,y Jn. ,J•llo.', ~~ml11ye.;'l:
f:\ We l~lfv,~f,t he;_feeUr.r,;tq,,~fhlt t !11:1'(,9Jtestlon ,f 01·: h.trtl• 

syJ1:~.;\V.l!'t~l.ve;_M wc.:hityc· ·t.~fiteir,' it; ~eelJ!s 
to 11s t<:>1 b,11 ,lfltj>)1tl~d : lletch• 11fi'.tUc en~·tgP.t 1.c • ancl 

• som(!1vhti•t•'wil~ :-iihto ckof t~e'br-~vll ni1d free· s~ir
. its1/' tliq :fot mi$~ , ' e . 1t]o ' •, H'. '' nte ' ;,,:-, ,• 
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