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- 'Belohenﬁ-fff,What’klnd oP games d1d klds plav°
'Lﬁdﬁ%honpsongﬂlkzvou mean when T was ‘a. k1d‘7 f-;?fj‘, -----
' Belohery i¥eas Lt i Fe R
'fThompsonET ;fﬂod dang, we'd play “at anything we'd get a holt of;" Really, we made,]f{
e I o 15 o games, ike: shlnnv and-corn: cob! flghts -and roek . flghts and We .
our- sllng shot - We- used to "

-ﬁi made our  bows- and arrows, e made
“get on. ESundav afternoons, we'd shoot 1izards- off 18 rall fente with -

S sllng 'shots.,  If we could find-a- 1nnertube where we could get some-.
- rubber-ito. make a'- sllnz shot with. It wnsn't nothlng but Model T - S

Words ‘and them. llttle ole 1nnertubes wa n't big around’as a bi-
S0 % 3% was- the ‘size: of ‘them, but they had good.

And: we got- pretty good at, wa'ld-get ‘out, on Sunday afternoon, I

S get: on one side ofa rail-fenee and: ﬂct a ‘boy.on. the. other 51de
and :darn’ llzards, “you: know, he if he sees.yon thlS‘ side - he'll run

o around .on the other 'side.;and 1t takes two to get:a- shot. at hlm.

ol And of “course you'd glanoe
T uD51de the- head w1th a’ rock L -; S g_ T e
:All klnds of thlngs hapoened but what I'm saylng was, there were
<. ino boys: to buy. You: oouldn't zo to’ ‘the store™and- buy a. olcycle,
- .. there’ wasn't no mud road. to ride it” ‘on. 1f you could ‘have- ‘got a-. ’
blcycle, But-there wasn't enough money 1n the country to buy a

;blcycle, we'd luckv to have Shoes.

o Put we learned to make our. toys.«,?or example, I'd whlttle out a,
T T 1“1nd me a good hlckorv tobaeco. stick. and’made - ~the best bowiand -’
f.arrow.. Hard to whlttle on and I'd whittle on that -darn thlng for
a week mayhe “trying to get it whittled- ot . Just rlght so Tt'd be-

Lsort of a. recurved joby, .and make 1t Took pretty good and it'd’ shoot
T.always: was’ fa501nated in Indians.-and I. felt sorry

T Tike dlckens.
i for the. poor devils, belng Danlel Boone' and Simon Kenton -with; them
'f~‘long B rlﬂiles and’ poor Indlans néver had nothing but a -
- “bow and arrow., So° I -kinda: felt sorfy for him, BT
~those bows. and shoot Tem, <. And: 1t'd také me'a., week +to makeone .
~-and- I'd’ generally break it in two- daysit 5o that Tvd want to see’ .
how far she'd 'shoot, you’ know and pull her back a mlght too far o

- &'.».

Vi“and there went my. bow.

_ Rut 1t does, I 1earned how to wh1ttle,§1 learned how to make a bow,‘:‘
‘ ﬂ-if’wheel don't roll good . But.we.made .our own:- sleds, there-wasn'i!
.. ".no such thlng ds going to the
S ghe ‘hill with. . We'd. get some planks and’ make' our. own sled and- come
T f”fk'down that old Plll Squire hill" ‘the. prettlest heap ‘and man we'd R
"*i”be salllng when we"d hit the’ bottom._ Straddle a tree, skln us: up N
‘ Vou know and it was all thai much more fun._}‘f“rh- —~ ST

7‘cycle»t1re much.
“gum in them and- they'd make & . sllng shot that'd- shoot like a rlfﬂIEeA,:fj_

off orice. 1n & whlle and hit your buddy4 R

86T would make 0T

L and T learned how toumaksia S Wagon; ‘a1l except the wheels,a square,__ _

‘store and buy1ng ‘a’sled to slide downz Lot
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'"‘VOu know we'd spend all evening , half of it swimming.

- we'd have.rock fights,
‘buddy, . and, because they'd get smart with you and all of them throw

pecked,

-and have corn cob fights.

" fight and there was about a half dozen more.

We'd swim in the ponds and in the creeks and we never had any
swimming hole, T mean . pool, like they got now. I never heard
tell of one, Rutbt bunch of us'd go on the creek Sunday afternoon,
Then we'd"
get out in the woods and chase squirrels. (et a squirrel started:
and wasn't no way for Him to get away., We never had a gun but if
we'd run him in a hole, we'd take a green bear and, did yOu ever

do that?
No

Why shoot you, we¥*d get after him and he'd try ito climb a tree,:

we could climb anything he could climb, If he went in a hole we
took a green bear .and stick it down there and twist it around and
around and get his tail tangled up in that green bear and pull
him out., We caught more squirrels that way than ever d1d with a
gun, because we never had enough money to buy shells for the gun.

We could twist a rabbit out of his hole or anythlng with a green

bear. VYou just take it and just start winding itland twisting it
that way. It'11 turn in- there and get 1t wound- up in his hide A

and you Just pull him out.

This is the way we'd spend a lot of our afternoons and we'd line wup
on the-hillside acrcss a little holler, used to be a real steep
holler with trees all.'in it and we'd get a half dezen boys on one

side and half on the other and wetd choose up. Ng'ill feelings buvb
ind we'd throw, you had to watch close °

at the same %ime. - You'd see about a dozen of . them coming through
the darn trees and you'd have to dodge them all or get your head
Though that don't sound like much good sense, but this is

the type of games, Ue llked them klnd of games.:

.Corn cob fights! You ever.had a corn cob fight?

No,

Well you aint 1ivéd yet,’ You'!d get a bunch of boys and get out -
around the barn where they had been feeding the hogs and cattle and:
you,horses, used to work horses, mules, fetch up the mules and they

- you, .
didn't eat the cobs, they just eat the corn off and big fine cobs -

all in the horse stalls and mule stalls. And we'd choose up sides
And you get where them old cobs been
sogking in a hog lot out there has all wet and mud all over it and
its just like a rock and you hit a fellow upside the head with it
and you can make him turn around like hé's having fits.

Put one time in particular, the funniest thing T ever saw . My buddy

and myself; we'd take on all the rest of them and have a corn cob
Well they got us

himmed up in the barn and there wasn't no way to get out without-



) SD&CG see.,

‘ltiwe was and. we'd canght 'em .and we could- bahg them, .
-got to standlna back and throw1ng through <the holes and we was runs.

:”-up 4n-asfist fight.,

n fvh1t h1m too harc.,g«(h;

- dozen ‘shootirig, .you had. 30-marbles:in there,

nr;igettlng peppered good So we got in a stall. Had a tame mules :dl
© ¢alled Glp and. Jake and we kept both of them.mulss,in the. same ;:'

stall, ~And every other. plank' was 1eft out from about your -
waist up. . and‘so there'd be . a. crack about -6 1nches wide and- then a

“‘fplank and- another i6>inches "and a plank -and another 6 inches in

s And We got back in: “there and: it was dark :in: there, they
_.couldn't’ see s, ‘but we: we could ‘seexthem out in the driveway. - And-
‘they got toy they'd. stlck their head up -to-that thlng to seé where

. ning out: of cobs, "There" wasn't nothing to it and: they knew we was
out..of: cobs, ' 50% they would sneak up. and'. peep throvgh: the. crack and -

"'well Sye got’ to scratchlng down - under the manger hut for some- more }.‘

cobs and- he. found a.hen's nest. and “out: came- 15 hens and" he aot | one .

" of them-eggs and the leader of the other gang, he: stuck . his. head

’f{up to try to see where we was and Sye hung him - rlght between the
TE was. a mess ‘cause. that' corn. cob flgh% wound’ S

e _But this.was:all fun. Nobody, no 111’ 1nten-“ L
=7_~f,1ons w1th a- fellow you'd Just sk1n his- bead with'a corn cob If o
. .. you tcould: ang that was part of the game.
. 7 footballs

eyes Wlth the: ‘egg.

‘Kinda 1ike ‘boys’ playlnz
- You' ‘¥now. ‘one boy . car: tackle ‘another £éllow and break his -
“leg and: whah a football- player he 1s' No 111 1ntens1ons, you Just

L don't know, ‘pames: were YOU get tWO boys together and if had not }

. any: money and no- where 10’ go: anvwhere hefound a game.
Now' marbles Was one: ‘of: the ‘oldest games in ‘the. ,i-"” o

- play - ‘marbles,

'Ufcountry, used to play rangmen.

o That's where you had. flve marble
- Madé about - an,8 inch: sqﬁare, put ‘one marble onfeach corner of the

203,

g[?Lfsquare -and old mlddler was- about. a third blgger than- the- others.
.- Ahd“you-could e1ther .shoot - ’em or you could throw fem;- or pltch Temyte

Lf,ﬁbut you had to pitch from a llne baek ~here. at’ a cértain distance.
-ind .some- 6f those. fellows got: so good enough that they ¢ould knock:.

o eld. mlddler, if you. knock middler out; the gamey you win -the- game,L v

.7 whoever knocked ole mlddler out the. bLg one, he got the game.

v o .of those got to hit old mlddler
o {Were Just deadly with:that game.;:.,.iu

out of: 3 tlmes. Vou know, they

71Alr1ght now, then:they came up*w1th a new game where you'd put 'em A

itln ‘a-ring, 4 whole bunch of marbles: that you- would play keeps and

‘éach boy: put in five marbles in:the ring, maybe wehad a half.a -
If you shoot a marble,A

;'hlt it, and knock .it’ out ‘it was _your marble, put it in yoﬁr pocket

'-i';And 1f you. were -good: ‘énough” and knocked -them: all: out you got. them.
all,  Well, I was a pretty good marble shooter.

’f;'tlll the* skln, well T stlll got scars on. my knucklescwh,re I
rubbed," fudge a llttle bit you know. - - You had to knuckle dcwn a blt

'1but 1f you fudged too much 1t dldn't ccunt

" in We dldn't have refereee. This 1s another thlng I llked about the old
'“”iqames,; You dldn't have B referee,

Ve useéd tO'fifi

: Somel““.

But . thev Justi;,."

"And T ‘shot: marbles ;f;l-‘.

vou dldn't have to have a refereegﬂ R



- next’ tlme.

'ﬁ*jThere Wasn't even anyway to get one, so ‘S0 We- made our own.. rules o
. and we ablded by them.; o

You just: didn't dev1ate from “the - rules

of whatever you, were your. own rules that we rade" up.-. ‘Now; you got '

a ‘game where ‘you- got a referee, if. you.can cheat the referee and get

by without him khowing. it, your ahead, ‘see.
“that when were without & reféree because. they’d ‘hairlip you,"

whole: bunch .of “them would, ,down on you, ‘you wouldri't play. leh them o

But.you couldn't do’
‘The*

Nobody cheated in those" kind of games, course . they

-;~weren’t very restrengent*rules elther.‘.‘

Rut games as such though now when we' got a llttle blgger we’d

’ :-have baseball games; got. to olaylng ‘baseball and.-wetd walk flVS
miles, T’ walk " 5-or 6 miles many tlmes Just tor pitch a game of -

“_baseball, T could: throw that” apple t00 man,
““baseball, and then when, we'd got travel autamoblles you know,

./ Rut, then we'd play

o somebodv'd take a truck: and we'd.travel. to- -play.baseball ‘all, over :‘_‘-

‘3~the country, -

‘Maybe drive ?GEBO mlles t0 a ballgame, ‘But' games,’

"5'basketball -and football,” we were -grown before there was such a

game, in our area; .Wow they played football Tor .a-long time and

they: played basketball for a long tlme, butiive:. didn't: “have' access s

"-:;naswum.
w:lfe- B

_ Thompson'

o hhfe: ‘

- T to ity
'5_fschool untll 1ust be?ore two vears hefore I qult there was“a

chrvangton;;;lf’ff
i‘Irv1nuton. q{f

‘,T‘a dlrt courﬁ
'court

¢;alearned how to hit that darn hole t60, -
20 miles hour from: the left svde we learned ‘to aim- that far to the R

}:theft and. make it go. in- there.

Put most ol our pames we made 1t for ourselves.-

And even Uhlle T.was. tearhlnv school T never d1d teach

, One~i‘»'

'~‘§ymn381um in- Precklnrﬂdee Pountv, and no, Cloverport had a gym-..‘

The rest of the schools 1n the county had none. -

‘1;-%£§ﬁﬁ§6£:g{*‘Vea that's rlght Irv1ngton. Irv1ngton had a school that had a.
o ~. . . gymnasium 1n it -for.a while, : |

But.we played in, the mud or: 1n : _
-and you can't bounce a 'ball goo,- you know, on a-dirt
CTEd- be rough and ‘we learned to pass that 'ball,’ We was -

the-. oa351ngest club vou ever saw, ‘boy, cause you can't drlbble ite

:f~sue01allv if it was'a 1little bit muddy, you know, S won’t drlbble

* . worth a darn.
“and pass it quick '£i1 you got’ 1t. worked under: the basket,. and we .

"turned out some terrific. ballplayers couse’ of the 51mple reason that »

Vou. ?ot to. earn to- pass’ that ball- and pass ‘and: pass:

they couldn't dribble -it, they. had to learn to pass it,.and they - T
‘And if. the w1nd was blowing EEPURRE

Old Dentucky Wlndlesl

Wo flrecrackers, RN

-‘““iwhoever heard of flrecrackers for. r‘1'11'1s‘t31rr1as wntil T was, blg, big

ffffbov.
'Awe'd take the bladders, blow 'em up and- dry 'em out they'd get _-‘1

put when we'd butcher hogs, sometlmes T2—1h hogs every fall




'lfThompsonafﬂ,*

' -;'Belcher:;

just dry as powder,
f*}then when you: got . ready 1o . Chrlstmas mornlng, “weld hold ther. in
'~ there by the. stove,\that air'd expand they'd get bad they get--

’“}just as, tight as a’fiddleé ‘drum.-:
L them, they'd -gound. llke dynamite going off.
'ilffflrecracycrs you..ever sa@ outof hog- bladders.
“.and, so ‘once in- a. whlle one-didn?t bust and he'd throw you.a devil's -
L summerset '
S balls you- know, 181t dontt. b st vou you,?
'~g»]sports, that we- plaved ‘ rr‘1n can &’ dog,»
- weltd catch h1m we'd: just as- sure tin can; h1m as h1s 11fe.“
“QAsever tln can a- doa? Jj o Sl et D e A

..”.Relcher‘ :' 'T\TO. A- ), R

"fNo. 1u

o Thbmpson? jﬁ‘Well, Vou alnt seen nothlng.u

o L 419 -what. you ‘take a. tin can. and. take put 2 or 3. gravel in it and :

EER “Néw hoy, he'gets-on ‘the:ball and you never ' .’

fﬁseen anvthlng run.like be'll run.-until “he- ‘hoops: it around a bush
.- ‘or something and break’ the strina “of £y

' the road bawllng every 3ump. R

o tie it to a ‘Jogs £ail.

an fvou could blow 'em up w1th cold alrvand

we had ‘the awfulest
SJamp of f: the porch

Gause 1t's, itts? 11ke Jumplng off: the ‘porch -on a foot- _
" But’ these were 811 o

stray dog - came: around 1f'{

Or a cat7 '

Here s a good 11ttle story on how we

;1“And when e were in- school there was Y fellow had a. 11tt1e grocery'J;T.‘

. store up there, we had-to. go past his places.
fthls, ‘it shouldn't been -doney but did ity
sget. An. hlS store’ every dav and wasn,t his" cat..
'fggstore every day: ‘opening," 1ay up on.a sack of beans.
77 didn't have pork-n-beans, “we had beans 1n a sack ‘a huridred . pounds .:J
T navys beans, a hundred pounds -of. plntos, and that:kind: of stuff and" .-

' - sugar-in’ .sacks -and. everythlng else-in hundred. pound bagsi.’ Well,A '

that ‘darned cattd get up on: one’ ‘of them sacks and’ 1ay down on' it .and:

T oughtn't tell:

“You know we .

And you’d jump: of £ “the ‘porch on __" -

But now. he'll walk on down; o

Did you_j lef;;

HS had an old cab-that. .
But 1t come:in thezss‘ .

o idlddt nobody . want to ‘eat the, beans ‘or the sugar : ‘either after the cat3“ﬂ¥5?‘

. ~"been - 1ay1ng ‘on 1t

So, he, wanted to get rid. of his cat and. ‘he told

:'3me and- mv'buddy he'd give us..a’ quarter 1f Wweld: take that’ cat ‘out

.. and kill him.-
for. 'a quarter, I' d a'killed a man's mule.for a quarter.— But we deu C L

Well ‘T-didn't partlcular obJect 10 killing the cat

A‘;c1ded a better way, we'd. vet 7id of the cat and hetd. never come ..

back and he wouldn't have to- k111 hlm.‘

-Z‘as you keep. him’ out of here and he - don't ‘hever come back, I'll 4

_‘<F§5g1ve your: quarter,. .
©. you ought to try. this sometlme.;
‘-'bag, ‘a candy bag, paper bag, and blow. it .up right t1ght
‘tie a. ‘string around : 1t ‘and tie. that. on to the e

S navy ‘beans. in it;. 2 balee 07t 14 g G
ake ‘0 ike-

ﬂfﬁ%cat's tail, :
“a’ scalded dogy’ and ‘aint. nothing can run faster: thah -a ¢at, not even-

S6 we-got ‘the cat ‘and got a. nlckel candy sack,

Well when that bag - starts raddllng he

‘Well he said-just ds: 1ong“‘bff5'f

Just. bake a 1little old penny,‘nlckeifﬁ S
and put 3 or :i:

T a. scared dog. We had the door open and had blm tlghted rlght towards o




Belcher:

Thompsons

counter, and the next jump he made He got up on the shelves.

- that paper bag on his tail.and he was getting with it.

" And the scallow beast neve

" You can buy anything that'you can think of.

. nothing about them cause they play wit

elass ball in college.

the door, but we raddled that bag and he.got tﬁpned someuﬁay:or‘
another., And the first jump he made he head up on top of the

- And:
he had a whole bunch of glasses and lamp chimneys and that kind of
stuff, and the cat got up between that and the lamp chimneys and .
the wall, and he went down through there just like that, and with
Well, ‘
nithrie, got so he didn't know what to do. He was wrecking his =+
store so he grabbed a broom and tried to hit the cat but he always
hitting behind ‘him;. Between the ecat and Cuthrie both he tore his
strve up, Aint no telling, I mean he did tear up.. Well, me and
Sye:léft. We went on to school.  ¥ever did know how he did get
her cleaned up, T never saw no more, just what T told you about.
r did give us our. quarter, but the cat

didn't ‘come back.

Well now, these were things-we did, with no 311 intentions, you
know, but they. just happened. Just accidents  that happens to '
boys. A boy is a walking accident anyhow, uou know that? 0o,

but as far as games,-we had fun. We knew how to have fun. TYou

got to work at having funy

T,I-still do, T don't do anything that T don't want to do. If T
have to .wash dishes, my wife gets sick and T have to wash dishes, I
can have more fun washing dishes than you-can shooting marbles. . -
You know, you got to get your head in gear. If you, something -
you-know you got to do, all you got to do is just start wanting to,

" sée, and that way you don!t.ever have to do anything that you

don't want to. If you know you've got to do something; just®
comriense to wanting to, and have a ball doing it. Tt's that simple,’

now it took me a long time to learn that, but the quicker you

leari it the more you can play all theprest of your 1ife. What

_else you want to know about?

What kind of toys were betber fbr'chiidfen?i*Thefkind-then or
the kind now?, - : T

'confdundod,¢the<dnes that they get now are a whole lot nicer.
You just have a dream®

and somebody will make it.- And, they're nicer but they don't care

h them w while and they bust
it and get them another one you see. The old toys that we:chad were
1ots better because they bad to make them, and in making them, they
learned how to make things, WNow nobody knows how to make, one of
these electronic gadgets that you buy, And you, something you got
a battery in them,: why, or something with assoritment of battery,

Well,

wears. out yourve=got to go get another battery, or most of them, or-

most of them are just thrown in. the junk pile when you get through,
The toys that we made,we were proud of them because we made them :
ourselves., And if you didn't make it yourself ycu didn't, T never . .
¥knew what a store baseball bat was 'til I goi to playing pretty good
e made -our -own baseball bats, and made

Vau could knock a hall clean out of the

pretty darn good bats too. A
And that's 21l a bat is, is something to

country with one of them,
hit a ball with,




Yea, T think the toys that we had were far superior far as the
‘benefit of the toy to the child. ‘Cause he had a personal interest
in that toy after having made it, or helped his Daddy make it, or .
helped his Uncle or his Orandfather., Worked together on it. And he
learhed something about making toys. Tha's far ahead of what you’

buy.

Another thing, you talking about swimming, we have these swimming
pools, The man concrete swimming pools, and high diving boards

and all that kind of stuff. -They're alright but you, how many

times did you ever see a boy break a leg running on the scum

gutter around him, and ram his foot under the fence of a, one of
these high chain leg fence around him and got his foot stuck under-
neath.of it and got to getting it out and all this kind of stuff. '
We swimmed in a pond, in a creek, and mud banks, swimming aint no

- “fun unless you get that mud squishing up between ya toes, That's

when SWimminﬁ is best'

There was a 7allow, 1lived up here by harned, Isle man, they had a
real fine pond, Tt was a deep pond too, goodest, best pond to’
swim in you ever 'saw, except wouldn't let boys swim in it. He had

~ sors fine horses, and fine cattle, registered stuff, and he didn't
"want the pond muddred up. So he wouldn't let the boys swim in it,
Rut, a bunch of them knew one day, Homer Alexander, did a :

. Denver Robinson and a couple of his brothers decide they'd sneak®
over there because they knew Isle was doing something to & home-
coming and be'd gene all day. So they were going to sneak over to.
his pond and go swimming . So they went, and the youngest one, he
was a boy, chey didn't want him to go because he wasn't big enough

So he was tagging along behind, and they tried to get him. to go

back and he wouldn't do it. So one of them, his older brother,
offered him a nickel. Homer offéred this little one a nickel if

he'd go on back home and not go with them., Well, he wouldn't do it,
he was going with them, find heck. So they thoﬁght once about '
whipping him and running him home, but they ¥new better than that
because if they whipped him and made him go home, he'd tell his
Daddy, and his Daddy would tear them all up. John Keal would have

' busted every on¢ of them's hide. So they didn't,they knew better -
than to run him home. = So, they had to get through a big beach woods
to get to this pond and when he got over there Hémer got a big idea.
He said he'd, he knew where those yellow jackets nest. And he got

it up where those yellow jackets' nest was and he took a stick and

he drew .a about 3 or )i foot circle around tba* yellow jackets' nest.
And he told him he'd give him a nickely; .éand a nickel looked like a
wagon wheel back then, a boy didn't see a nickel but once or twice

a year, Rut.he offered him this nickel if he'd take off his
brecches and do a shirt tail dance in that circle whlle, till he
counted to a hundred., Rut he didn't know there was a yellow jackets'
. nest in it. So he took his breechés off and he got in there, and

' they started , and he started to count, and the other one started

t0° danc€, and he Uas reallv getting with that danc1ng. Directly, he
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" home,

" No, T’m Just checklng 1t

. the air,

- it so that it couldn't do nothing but stay there.
- things by doing things,

“4nd he started to shoot, and he
got to going higher and higher all the time, but he stayed with it.
. And it's doubtful if anybody, any ballet dancer’ ever got as much

started to dance 11vened P,

altitude as that boy did doing that. But he got up, he stayed up
with it until he got up to a count of about 80, and ole Ashley :
slowed his count down a little bit, or T belweve he'd a made it.
He had to give her up. Well he went out and rubbed his busters
awhile and he . wanted to try it agains That nickel meant enough to

‘a boy at that.time, that he was willing to try it again and %ry to

win that nickel, So, well, the countdown.began, and he started to
dance*but he didn't get but to .about 30 or li0 that time. Now the -
trade was, if- he,stayed there 'til he counted to a hundred, he'd -
get the nickel and go with them, But if he didnt't, he had to go

He ducked his head and went home rubblng h1s busters, But
"this was a game, the pond

these kind of things. boys would do. Now-
"‘And

was a toy, or your creek was your toy, if your swimming hole,
it beat the- concrete sw1mm1ng pool 11ke the aces beat deuces.

T took thls boy down here on Rough Rlver, we had a place on a big

high bank, Mn T g01ng too far on this?

We got up on a blg hlgh bank, hlgher than that celllngg Aﬁd we
saved, we went in the woods and cut a White Oak, second growth

White Oak , that was 18 feet long, and we: ‘eub one plank»out of

that whole dang log. And we had the thing about 1}s inches thick at
the back end and 1l .inches wide, and it was tappered all the way to
where it was just one inch and about an inch and a guarter thick

at the other end, -and only ten inches wide. And we anchoured that
thing in the bank and put a deadman on.the back and -one up there

in front so that 1t couldn®t do nothing but set there. We dug a
trench in the back about two feéet deep and it was just like loading
coricrets- ., - S0 we got ready to try her out, when we got her ups The
water was ahout 12 to 1l feet deep, I tell you we'd get up on that -
thing and bounce a time or sc, now boy that thing would throw you in
Now there never was such a diving board. It was about. two
thirds of 1t*3tlck1ng out over the creek, Flrst time ‘T dived off of
it, I thought I, I got clean up amongst them limbs on-a 51camore
tree, T went so darned high. -And what we learnéd how to do it you -

:’Pnom. And. this was a fabulous experience, in doing these kind of;

we learned how to make a diving board; and we learndd how to anchour}
And boys learn .

that's why your toys were 'so far superior
to thcxmodern ones, - S AP o Y .

Tﬁare 's one more Ehlng, g¢§és ¥you. an in31gh as to what T'm saying.

"~ . 'Did you ever see a Shirley Temple doll; or some of those dolls
- that they used to put out with real pretty, beautiful hair, and

compared them to . a_cabbage patch doll, ‘that they're putting out? :
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. }::dlstance or- r1de a horse.” ‘And.they had: to- eat‘A
v o .work at a job,

. -,l-vea‘ ‘
",fwell i ‘some klds, yes, and -some klds, no. -
" get -examples- elther -way and prove it elther way .you- want " to prove

niilﬁ But, in general terms,, I would say ‘they were,. for: the simple
' rehson they dldn't ‘have. as, their scope-of: act1v1ty'wasn't anythlng

”;lﬁBut on’a famn, you all work
" the cous. to milk and the’ horses ‘to ‘feed, and the. hogs, you’ “got- to ¢

_.f‘get them fed, and- you ve -got a- darn. good appetlte when breakfast’ R
- - .comes, -

-9

‘f.Okay, I've heard that chlldren were more respon51ble back then. ;f

,S'Vou mean more respon31b1e than_they'are now? f*f»?~ o

You can't make ay I can

hat ‘they.: did, -they had to- de within® walklng
And -they: all had “to~

CIF they lived- on:a farm, now I'm ‘talking” about
country klds how, I don't know a darned’ thlng ‘about’ people llVlng in .

llke what-it is: now.

-+ the 01ty, ‘and except for rlgnt ‘after we was married I lived- up there: - -
- +for a'year in Touisville and T Dromlsed the Tord if he'd forglve me i
. 'for that I.never would ‘do it agaln. L
“and I wanted to ralse my boys 1nﬂthe country.¢

T 19k& it -oub-in the, country, =
And d1d by G1nney. ’

-Vou get up every mornlng, you got

“And you come - in“the" house ‘and, eat a half a dozen: bulscultS»uf""~”‘

~~ and sargum and mollasses ‘and . §ome gravy ‘and have meat or ‘sausage:

- daY.

~q{*But another thlng, boys learned to do thlngs. ‘
urespon31b111ty, a boy.: on- the farm, the, cows get out.

" aid you're: ready to go to_the:field 'and work, and then you work. all?'sl'”

Followed a team of- mules or whatever your d01ngs -

vou talklng about
Next mornlng,

“th‘eatlng breakfast “the' Papa told every’ meﬁber of . the house what to. do e

And he'd .8aY,: boy go out there and flnd where them COWS

--." that.day. .. oud
f—:got out’ -and "fix the ‘fence; ’

. -out, you - had +o find Where- the cows got out

.you how “to’ flx 4t, you had to' flgure out how. to fix the darn. thlng.

"?And you ‘Tearned respon51b111ty Just: by the way you: had to. Yives -

And he. dldn"b tell:
ARG

" there wasn‘t no. questlon whether'. you. were going to work tomorrow or4 L

5~not, cause the ‘work: there: had. ‘to be done or you: didnty eat ~You-:

'_yjknow, we all worked’ together too, food .and ‘clothing.’
' gharsd allke, both with the work ‘and as a recipient” for the" product__ﬁuil

'«i-:of you work::
'”responclblllty, respon51b11ty ‘Was:a thlng you learned w1thout know—”;“;zu,-

Alf'lt
iiWe had a teacher in college, one of the greatest teachers I ever

L knew N my dife,
'f;gexactly the ‘same klnd of*- condltlons ‘T .was -talking tot you about
worked like a dog when he was a kid, and’if. a’ nelghbor had & mule i

- ;idled he'd go skin “him,: and sell hls hlde, he’d get: SO¢, maybe a
1“;{dollar for:.a mule hldeo

. We shared- and”gf’f

No work and no. eatlng, it was about that 31mple.- S0,

And.he was a hard one, too; but he was raised-in . :.7) o
He UL

And 1f the nelghbor wasn't g01ng to skln N
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-and definitely no drugs at that time,

with stealing.

[i’}(kcfs leq, ?j

him himself, he'd skin him and sell his hide, or cows, He hunted’

" oppossums every night. He would shoot rabbits and sell them for, get

15-20¢ a piece for a rabbit. Back there you could buy a8 box of shot
gun shells for a quarter, or 304, and he made a lot of money during
hunting season by killing rabbits,; setting steal traps and , and

with a coon dog. Dr. Chryslefﬁwho's teaching down at Western i7"
University, down at the University now, is the guy that I had .-
reference to, And he was one of the greatest teachers I knew, but '
he learned when he was a kid what hard times were. And he recognizes
some boys that are in the school now that come from rural areas; and
he has both sympathy and impathetic abilities. He can put his self
in the place and walk in the other boys moccasins better than any =

" teacher than I've ever known in my life. Ané'‘he could explain

something to you, when he got through, if you couldn't understand

it you didn't belong in college. He could do that job. Bubt he was’

raised in that kind of a background and they'd make your teachers.
Go on, what else do you want to know about? :

Okay, I've also, let's see, I also wanted to ask about morals.
Do you think morals were better back then than now ‘or not?

Well, Yea they were, for the still, the same cotton pickihg reason,
you had about I or © neighbors that you were within reaching
distance of. Other than that you had to go several miles to hunt

- up a new nelghbor, and so vou a

(Interupted b; why end of that 51de of the tape)

Your morally, everv way, conditiong made you have better moral

standings than is necessary. Now, in first place, there wasn't
any dope, if your going to rest that in. That has to do with
morals, Your morals go. down when you get doped up.. And if you

‘had any whiskey you had to make it _yourself, and that was against

the law. So there wasn't, you didn't have access to alcoholic 11quor
Y6u could get .a-bottle of

moonshine, we knew where the bootleggers were, but we sure den't
bring 'em around., We dldn't brlng any moonsh1ne home or Pop

would tear us apart

Put themthmng*that.made it-compulsive to keep your morals up, you
don't lie, for several different reasons, When you tell a fellow
a lie, it'1l catch up with you and you know a fight is bound to
come back to you some time or another. And, if you tell a lie,
it don't take you long to realize you dontt believe. anybody says

_ cause you know your a lier and you think everybody, your just
like everybody else, and so you learn real quick, it don't -

pay to tell lies. BRecause of what it does to you. You don't hurt
the fellow you lie on, you hurt yourself. And the same things true
If you steal a pair of breeches from me, you never
made any breeches yourself, and maybe you can't steal some more, so
you aint got no breeches next time. Or if you steal them from me,

10
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and suppose I come back and steal “them from you that night; and

" you steal them from me, and we weéar them out stealing them from

one another, and nobody makes any more breeches. T mean just the
conditions at that period in history made it necessary for people
to be honest and truthful. A man's word was his law., That was

his bond.
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