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Manuscripts & Folklife Archives 
Special Collections Library 

Department of Library Special Collections 
Western Kentucky University 

Bowling Green, KY 42101-1092 
 

Descriptive Inventory 
 

MSS 85 HOBDAY Collection 
 

7 boxes.  44 folders.  2,867 items.  1895-2012.  Originals, photocopies, and typescripts. 
 

1992.64.1; SC2015.47.1 
 
 

COLLECTION 
  
 This collection consists of the extensive genealogical material Bob C. Law collected while 
researching the Hobday/Hobdy family. He provides historical information concerning the family’s 
movements from Virginia to North Carolina to Tennessee to Kentucky during the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. Data related to Law’s specific line begins with his great-great-great-great 
grandfather Robert Hobday, Sr., born 13 May 1744 in Gloucester County, Virginia. After he 
moved to Bertie County, North Carolina, he married Talitha Cotton about 1763. By the time of 
his death in 1797 he was living in Sumner County, Tennessee and and fathered 12 children: 
Robert Hobday, Jr., Ripsey Ann (Hobday) Harrell, Hannah (Hobday) Blount, Edmond Hobday, 
Thomas Hobday, Elizabeth (Hobday) Rhodes, Patience (Hobday) Cartwright, William Hobday 
(Law’s great-great-great grandfather), John W. Hobday, Talitha (Hobday) Byrn, Tabitha 
(Hobday) Howell, and Richard D. Hobday. The collection contains information on each child of 
Robert Hobday, Sr., their children, and the families into which they married. Extensive corollary 
information is presented on the Howell family. Also of interest is a copy of the 1895 journal of 
Alexander C. Cartwright, son of Patience (Hobday) and Jacob Cartwright, which provides 
detailed family information as well as insight into late nineteenth century life in the Sumner and 
Davidson County, Tennessee area. The collection also contains correspondence, family charts, 
photographs of family members and family graves, and photocopies of birth, marriage and death 
records. 
 Owing to the fact that much of the material in the collection is genealogical and 
governmental records photocopied from periodicals and books, those dates are not considered 
in the content headings of the folders. 
 
 
SHELF LIST 
 
BOX 1       1895-1991   278 items 

 
Folder 1 Inventory         1 item  
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Folder 2 Genealogical charts and data about 1991    3 items 
  charts compiled by Bob C. Law 
 
Folder 3 Alexander C. Cartwright’s journal  1895    1 item, 53 p. 
 
Folder 4 Genealogical correspondence of   1968-1990   15 items 
  Bob C. Law and Margaret E. Forsey;  
  correspondence of Bob C. Law and  
  Clarence “Bud” C. Hobdy    
 
Folder 5 Hobday family – Virginia   1961-1987   95 items 
 
Folder 6 Hobday family – North Carolina  1961-1984   35 items 
 
Folder 7 Hobday family – Tennessee      33 items 
 
Folder 8 Hobday family – Tennessee   1968-1984   34 items 
 
Folder 9 Hobday family – Tennessee  1987-1991   16 items 
 
Folder 10 Hobday family – Kentucky   1985-1988   45 items 
 
 
BOX 2       1962-1990   384 items 

 

Folder 1 Hobday, Robert, Sr.    1977-1984   30 items 
 
Folder 2 Hobday, Robert, Jr.    1990    5 items 
 
Folder 3 Harrell, Ripsey Ann (Hobday)  1987    17 items 
 
Folder 4 Blout, Hannah (Hobday)   1987    7 items 
 
Folder 5 Hobday, Edmond    1962-1989   85 items 
 
Folder 6 Hobday, Edmond    1983-1985   49 items 
 
Folder 7 Hobday, Edmond    1983-1990   67 items 
 
Folder 8 Hobday, Edmond    1986-1990   29 items 
 
Folder 9 Hobday, Thomas    1983-1987   95 items 
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BOX 3       1965-1991   401 items 

 
Folder 1 Hobday, Thomas    1978-1991   58 items 
 
Folder 2 Hobday, Thomas    1984-1987   46 items 
 
Folder 3 Rhodes, Elizabeth (Hobdy)   1985-1991   76 items 
 
Folder 4 Rhodes, Elizabeth (Hobdy)   1985-1988   77 items 
 
Folder 5 Cartwright, Patience (Hobdy)  1985-1987   67 items 
 
Folder 6 Cartwright, Patience (Hobdy)  1965-1987   77 items 
 
 
BOX 4       1934-1991   499 items 

 
Folder 1 Hobdy, William and Eliza Jane  1983-1991   141 items 
 
Folder 2 Hobdy, William and Eliza Jane  1934-1990   123 items 
 
Folder 3 Hobdy, William (Mary D. Mayes, Moore 1985-1990   125 items 
  Cotton, William D.) 
 
Folder 4 Hobdy, William (Mary D. Mayes, Moore 1984-1990   110 items 
  Cotton, William D.) 
 
 
BOX 5       1984-2012   665 items 

 

Folder 1 Hobdy, John W.    1987-1988   88 items 
 
Folder 2 Hobdy, John W.    1984-1988   79 items 
 
Folder 3 Hobdy, John W.    1985-1991   87 items 
 
Folder 4 Byrn, Talitha (Hobdy)   1984-1991   82 items 
 
Folder 5 Byrn, Talitha (Hobdy)   1985-1986   86 items 
 
Folder 6 Howell, Tabitha (Hobdy)   1984-2012   154 items 
 

Folder 7 Howell, Tabitha (Hobdy)   1987-2012   89 items 
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BOX 6       1984-2012   396 items 

 

Folder 1 Howell, Tabitha (Hobdy)   1984-2012   112 items 
 
Folder 1a  Howell, Tabitha (Hobdy)    1984-2012   104 items 
 
Folder 2 Howell information (secondary)  1985-1991   54 items 
 
Folder 3 Howell information (secondary)  1984-1988   41 items 
  
Folder 4 Howell information (secondary)  1986-1989   40 items 
 
Folder 5 Howell Information (secondary)  1984-1989   45 items 
 
 
BOX 7       1983-1989   244 items 

 

Folder 1 Hobday, Richard D.    1983-1989   91 items 
 
Folder 2 Hobday, Richard D.    1984-1989   128 items 
 
Folder 3 Hobdy, Ann     2001-2011   25 items 
 
 
OVERSIZE 

C1-D4     

  1. Settlement of Edmund Hobdy estate, 
   1851 (1 item, 22 p.) 
 
  2. Will of Abner Eason (?), 1794 (1 item, 1 p.) 
 
  3. Oregon County, Missouri census 
   records, 1850 (1 item, 3 p.) 
 
  4. Ripley County, Missouri census 
   records, 1840 (1 item. 1 p.) 
 
  5. Howell County, Missouri census 
   records, 1880 (1 item, 1 p.) 
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BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD 
 
MSS HOBDAY Collection   1895-2012  
85   
  Genealogical materials revolving 
 chiefly around the Hobday family of  

Tennessee and Kentucky as researched 
 and collected by Bob Law, Nashville, 
 Tennessee. 
  7 boxes.  44 folders.  2,867 items.  

Originals, photocopies and typescripts  
  1992.64.1; SC2015.47.1 
 
   
SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Blount, Hannah (Hobday) – Relating to     B2,F4 
Byrn, Talitha Hobdy, b. 1792 – Relating to     B4,F4&5 
Cartwright, Andrew Cotton, b. 1823  – Reminiscences     B1,F3 
Cartwright, Jacob, 1767-1808 – Relating to     B1,3,p.12-13 
Cartwright, Patience Hobdy, 1785-1837 – Relating to     B3,5&6 
Cartwright, Robert, 1722-1809 – Relating to     B1,3,p.4-9 
Civil War – Civilian affairs – Tennessee     B1,3,p.39 
Clothing, Early     B1,3,p.9,14-15 
Confederate sympathizers – Tennessee     B1,3,p.39 
Distilleries and distilling – Tennessee, 1847-     B1,3,p.9,12-13 
Education – Tennessee     B1,3,p.27-29,31-38 
Farms and farming – Tennessee     B1,3,p.26-27 
Food – Frontier and pioneer life – Tennessee     B1,3,p.9,12-13 
Forsey, Margaret E.     B1,4 
Frontier and pioneer life – Tennesee     B1,3 
Genealogy – Bingaman family 
Genealogy – Bowers family 
Genealogy – Byrn family     B5,4&5 
Genealogy – Cartwright family     B1,3;B3,5&6 
Genealogy – Chaney family   
Genealogy – Connell family 
Genealogy – Cotton family 
Genealogy – Denning family 
Genealogy – Fonville family 
Genealogy – Harrell family     B2,3 
Genealogy – Hays family 
Genealogy – Hobday family     B1,2&3,p.48-52;B2,1&2,5-9;B3;B4;B5 
Genealogy – Howell family     B5,6;B6 
Genealogy – Luton family 
Genealogy – Mathis family 
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Genealogy – Mayes family     B4,3&4 
Genealogy – Milam family 
Genealogy – Perdue family 
Genealogy – Rhodes family     B3,3&4 
Genealogy – Trail family 
Genealogy – Warmack family 
Genealogy – Wattwood family 
Goodlettsville, Tennessee     B1,3,p.11,23,25,50 
Harrell, Ripsy Ann (Hobdy), 1765?-1770? – Relating to     B2,3 
Hobday, Edmond, 1776-1850 – Relating to     B2,5-8 
Hobday, Richard D., 1794-1851 – Relating to     B7,1&2 
Hobday, Robert, Jr. – Relating to     B2,2 
Hobday, Robert, Sr., 1744-1797 – Relating to     B1,3,p.79;B2,1 
Hobday, Thomas, 1780-1840? – Relating to     B2,9;B3,1&2 
Hobday, William, 1787-1857 – Relating to     B4,1-4 
Hobdy, Ann F. “Annie,” 1888-1959         B7,F3 
Hobdy, Clarence “Bud” C.     B1,F4 
Hobdy, John W., 1790-1852 – Relating to     B5,1-3 
Housing – Frontier and pioneer life     B1,3 
Howell, Tabitha Hobdy, 1792-1851 – Relating to     B5,6 
Immigration and emigration – Internal migration – To Texas     B1,3,p.25 
Indians – Tennessee – Davidson County     B1,3,p.4-5,13 
Law, Robert C. – Compiler 
Montgomery, Caroline (Howell), 1811-1874     B1F2 
Murders – Frontier and pioneer life – Tennessee     B1,3,p.4-5,13 
Nashville, Tennessee – Frontier and pioneer life     B1,3,p.4-5 
Nashville, Tennessee – Public schools, 1855-1874     B1,3,p.31-38 
Railroads – Comments about – Tennessee     B1,3,p.19 
Rhodes, Elizabeth Hobdy, b. 1783 – Relating to     B3,3&4 
Slaves – Tennessee     B1,3,p.4-5,9,12,14,22,26,33 
Slaves – Attitudes toward – Tennessee     B1,3 
Slaves – Employment – Tennessee     B1,13,p.26 
Sumner County – Tennessee – Settlement of     B1,3,p.48 
Tennessee – Civil War – Civilian affairs     B1,3,p.39 
Tennessee – Civil War – Confederate sympathizers     B1,3,p.39 
Tennessee – Davidson County – Distilleries and distilling, 1847     B1,3,p.30-31 
Tennessee – Davidson County – Indians     B1,3,p.4-5,12 
Tennessee – Davidson County – Public schools, 1870     B1,3,p.37-38 
Tennessee – Education     B1,3,p.27-29,31-38 
Tennessee – Farms and farming     B1,3,p.26-27 
Tennessee – Murders     B2,3,p.3-4,13 
Tennessee – Railroads – Comments about     B1,3,p.19 
Tennessee – Slaves     B1,3,p.4-5,9,12,13,19,22,26,33 
Tennessee – Slaves – Attitudes toward     B1,3 
Tennessee – Slaves – Employment     B1,3,p.26 
Tennessee – Sumner County – Settlement of     B1,3,p.48 
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Texas – Emigration and immigration     B1,3,p.25 
 
 
SEE and SEE ALSO CARDS 

 

Hobday 
See also: 

    Hobdy 
 
Hobdy 
 See also: 
    Hobday 
 
Law, Ann F. “Annie,” 1888-1959 
 See: 
   Hobdy, Ann F. “Annie,” 1888-1959 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Lile/Jeffrey   05/01/2008; accretion 05/29/2012 
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