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A LOOK AT THE RECORDS

AMONG THE MANY old-timers who influenced
the course of football are three great titans: Amos
Alonzo Stagg, Glenn “Pop” Warner, and Ficlding
“Hurry-up™ Yost. Stagg’s carcer is amazing. The
“orand old man of [oothall” has coached continu-
ously [rom 1890 to the present. A great innovator—
he invented such basic things as the tackling
dummy and the use of diagrams—his record is also
outstanding. While coach at Chicago from 18¢g2 to
1955 he had five undefeated teams and won seven
Big Ten championships. “Pop” Warner is most
famous as a system-maker. He originated the widely
used single and double-wing formations. His Car-
lisle and later Pitt and Stanford teams were terrors
at steamrollering the opposition with pulverizing
power plays. Of the trio of old masters the most
amazing victory skein was rolled up by the late
Ficlding H. Yost of Michigan. His point-a-minute
tecams of 1goir-1goz won fifty-five of filty-seven
games, lost one and tied one and amassed a total
ot 2,821 points against jo for the opposition.

By now the name of Knute Rockne is legendary
—and with good reason. He was the outstanding
coach ol the country during the 1920's. From 1918
to his tragic death in 1931, Rockne’s Notre Dame
teams,  playing against the naton’s top-flight
clevens, put together the unbelievable record of
105 victories, 12 deleats, and 5 ties. The coach of the
famous Four Horsemen had five unbeaten teams
and was honored with the mythical national cham-
pionship several times. Rockne's most consistent
rival for national honors in the twenties was
Howard Jones of Towa and later Southern Cali-
[ornia. In the years of Notre Dame's supremacy
under Rockne, Jones-coached teams managed to
defeat the Fighting Irish three of seven times. In
Jones™ sixtecn years at the helm his Trojan tecams
won cight Pacific Coast championships, three na-
tional championships, and the five Rose Bowl
games in which they played.

Great gridiron mentors develop schools of coach-
ing. Andy Kerr and “Jock™ Sutherland are ex-
amples of coaches who became exponents of Ll)c
Warner system and went on to gridiron heights in
the late twenties and thirties. Kerr specialized in
the double-wing formation embellished with wricky
double-spinners, laterals, and other “razzle-dazzle.”
In his first six years of using this system at Colgate,
from 1929 through 1934, Kerr's teams won g7
games, lost 5, tied 1! Sutherland’s Pittsburgh teams
were just as devastating. Emphasizing the “straight
football” of power-laden single-wing plays, which

featured deadly precision blocking, the Panthers
under Sutherland swept over opposition, winning
four national championships.

In twenty-nine years of major collegiate football
at Texas A. & M., Nebraska, and the University of
Texas, Dana X. Bible’s teams won no less than
lourteen conference titles and were mentioned for
national honors several times. While Bible's teams
were annexing Big Six and Southwest Conference
championships, and Howard Jones' Trojans
reigned on the Coast, two other coaches emerged
as twin scourges of their respective conferences and
as national titleholders: Wallace Wade in the
Southern Conference and Bernie Bierman in the
Big Nine. In his twenty years of Southern Cons
ference coaching at Alabama and Duke, Wallace
Wade's teams have won ten conference champion-
ships, been rated national champions five times.
Bicrman's Minncsota juggernauts dominated the
rugged Big Nine during the thirties and early
fortics. In ten years Bierman's Golden Gophers
played through five undefeated seasons, won six
conference championships. The Minnesota teams of
1935, 1930. 1940 and 1941 were national champions.

Today, men like Bierman and Wade face the
challenge ol younger coaches promulgating new
styles of play. Both Bierman and Wade are ex-
ponents of the single-wing. Both broke off coaching
carcers to assunmie active roles in World War 11 and
returned to find post-war foctball undergoing rapid
change under the impact ol the T-formation. Clark
Shaughnessy, while at Stanford, popularized the T.
Men like Earl Blaik of Army and Frank Leahy of
Notre Dame have adopted it and compiled out-
standing records. Other coaches—Iou Little, Tuss
McLaughry and Don Faurot—have modified the T
by different placement of backs or line shifts or
splits. The entire course of the game will depend
on the success or failure of these new efforts.
Whether the records of the future will sing the
praise of the T will depend on the latter group
of coaches and the determined effort of the old-style
coaches to continue the single-wing.

Great Modern Coaching Records
Won Lost Tied Years

Rockne 105 12 5 13
Jones (USC record) 121 36 13 16
Kerr 04 50 7 18
Sutherland 144 28 14 20
Bible 209 64 19 29
Wade 181 40 8 22
Bierman 100 23 5 16
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