


A Hi story Of H omecoming At Western 
The history of Homecoming football 

games at Western is the closest th.ing to a 
football saga in Western Kentucky grid an­
nals. Far surpassing any heated rivalries­
even those between Western and Murray 
and Western and the University of L ouis­
ville-the 19 Homecoming games have for 
the most part been close and thrill-packed 
frays. They have lacked inspiration at times, 
but they have never been dull. Thus today's 
20th Homecoming scrap has a great tradi­
ti on to live up to. 

The first Homecoming game in 1927 set 
the pace and the other games have liv ed up 
to that inaugural in closeness of score or 
brilliant indiv idual play, not always by Hi ll­
toppers. 

In that 1927 epic the Hillt oppers under 
Coach Ed Diddle upset L ouisvill e 7-6. Cen­
ter August Throgmorton recovered a Card 
fumble in the end z:me for Western's touch­
down and Cy Williams kicked the winning 
point. 

Three features of the "arne were drop­
ping of the ball from an airplane in pre­
game ceremonies, the fact that Western 
used no substitutes and Puss Reynolds' 
plunge over a 40-foot embankment at the 
east end of the field while chasing a pass. 
That end of the field hadn't been built up 
then past the end zone. 

In 1928 Williams, Curley Elli s and Turn­
er Elrod, now assistant coach at Western. 
scored touchdowns as the Hilltoppers drop­
ped Georgetown 19-6. The Ti gers had been 
State champs the previous year. Centre won 
the 1929 tilt 7-6, with Turner Elrod passing 
to brother Leroy Elrod for the Western 
marker. Swede Anderson was the Western 
mentor that year. 

In 1930 Coach Jim Elam watched Wendell 
"Lardy" Johnson pass to Paul Vaughn for 
the TD and then kick the extra point to 
drop U of L again 7-6. In 1931 Carroll Broder­
ick pranced for two touch towns and Leroy 
El rod made the other as Western whipped 
Miami, Fla., 20-0. 

I n 1932 Garnett Mercer ran wild to bag 
two touchdowns and scamper 130 yards in 
four runs as Western won 24-0 from George­
town under Ernie Miller. In 1933 Murray 
walloped Western 20-6. In 1934, with And­
erson at the helm again, Max Reed and Leo 
Yeskigan, a couple of linemen, grabbed the 
glory as Howard was held to a 0-0 tie. 

In 1935 the H illtoppers received their 
most crushing Homecoming defeat at the 

hands of Howard, 19-0. The following year 
Butterball Williams and Red Roddy led 
Western to a 6-0 triumph over Oglethorpe. 
Joe Cook. (deceased) a guard, romped 40 
yards with an intercepted lateral to high­
light the 13-0 win over Tampa, Fla. in 1947. 
In 1938 under Gander Terry, Waddell " Big 
Train" Murphy scored both touchdowns as 
the Hillt oppers upset Western Michigan 13-6. 

Tom Zoretic and John Magda gained the 
ground in 1939 when Louisiana Tech fell 
20-0. The following year saw Western go 
0n its biggest scoring spree in history to 
swamp a fine Western Michigan team 25-6. 
Swivel-hipped Bob Wilson ran for one TD, 
Duke Dulaney pitched to Tip Downing for 
another and guard John Taylor and line­
backer Mike Price intercepted passes for 
about 50 yards each for the other two scores. 

It would be hard to single out one game 
and call it tops. But if there was one it 
must have been in 1941 when Gene Sparrow, 
Johnny Mazola, Joe Cullen, Dick Crouch 
and Bob Wilson wouldn't admit defeat and 
stormed back from a halftime deficit of 20-0 
to nudge an unbeaten Eastern eleven 27-20 
as Wilson ran 65 yards with an intercepted 
pass for the clincher. 

A 6-6 tie with Tennessee Tech provided 
the 1942 Homecoming feature. In that game 
Arnold Winkenhofer. then Western's coach, 
had the game halted for 15 minutes whi le 
he officials searched for a ruling on a field­

goal attempt which hit a man in the end 
zone and bounced back on the playing field. 

Dan Ward's passing and the defensive 
play of Dallas Arnold were the highli ghts in 
" 32-20 loss to Western Michigan in 1946 when 
football was resumed at Western following 
'I wartime lapse with Jessc Thomas in charge. 
In 1947 came what was possibly the biggest 
upset of them all when a powerful Bradley 
eleven fell 15-13. Hoyte Threet blocked a 
Bradley punt to set up one touchdown. Jim 
Pickens ran and passed well. Harold 
Murphy's kicking kept the Braves at bay 
and Dale Schrenk provided a precious safety 
to give the Hillt oppers the win . 

Then last year another highly favored 
Eastern Maroon eleven came in only to be 
knocked off 14-13 in a hair-raising thriller. 
Jim Pickens had a field day as he passed to 
Jewel Browning for both Hilltopper markers 
and Tom Montelli split the uprights on each 
attempt. In addition Pickens intercepted 
four Eastern aerials to stop Maroon scoring 
threats. 



Alnerican National Bank PARK CITY HOTEL 
Safe And Friendly 

Since 1886 
We're Behind You Hilltoppers 

More And More Students Are Findinq 

A Good Place To Shop 

DELTA STATE BACKS 
... -.... -.,...-,..... .. ~.--.---.. ,.", '. . 
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THE THINKING FELLOW CALLS A YELLOW CAB 

Prompt and CouTteous Sel'vice 

YELLOW CAB CO. 
Phone 1000 

For All Your Needs Come To The Optical Shop 
HOLLAND DRUG CO. 

. Phone 81 100 Main St. 

John B. Cooke, 

Your Optician 

Telephone 982 513 E. Main St. 



"Globe Trotter" 

~~~~"The Pick of the Portables" 
There's fun 'round the clock when you have an RCA Victor 

" Globe Trotter" portable radio along. Wherever you go your 

favorite radio program s go right along with you. Plays 3 ways-

on AC or DC current indoors or on its se lf-contained battery outdoors. 

That exi ra light r.ase is made of anodized aluminum for added 

ONLY RCA VIC TOR 
HA S THE 

" GOLDEN THROAT" 

durability. Choose America's best known portable • •. RCA Victor's 

" Globe Trotter," Model 8 -BX-6 . 

SEE YOUR NEAREST RCA VICTOR DEALER 



Dodge "Hotpoint Headquarters" Plymouth 

Leachman - Potter Motor Co. 

Harry Leachman 

927 Center Street 

Goodric h Tires 
Phone 2600 Harry Potter 

Good Luck Hilltoppers 

J. C. Penney Co. 

01ltfittl'1'g for the Entire family 

M eet Me At 

PEARSON 

DRUGS 

After The GamG 

Phone 34 Ccllege & Main 

Try Shell Premium 

The Most Powerful 

Gasoline Your Cor 

Can Use 

Convenient Shell StOl"iOI1S 

In Worren, Hart, 

Metca lf & Cumberland Cos. 

MOBLEY OIL CO., Inc. 
Louisvill e R()acl P hone 424 

Make The 

MANSARD HOTEL 

Your Home 

1.1 

Cowlin(] Green 

Ceo. Williamson, Jr., M.r~ r. 

PHONE 520 
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CLEANERS-LAUNDRY 
FormeTly BUTton & BUTton 

MATN PLANT", 
1122-24 CENTER ST. 

BRANCH OFFICE 
THIRD t~; COLLEC:;; 


