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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION

Although literacy is often thought to be synonymous with reading, there are other
elements that are necessary for a balanced literacy approach. Reading, writing, speaking,
and listening are all elements of literacy and are included in the Common Core English
Language Arts standards. A balanced literacy approach should be implemented in the
elementary classroom, but it is important for parents to work on literacy at home as well.

According to Lindsey Musen (2010), early reading profiency is a leading indicator
of student achievement. Throughout elementary school, learning builds on students’ prior
knowledge so it is easy for students to fall behind without a foundation of early literacy
skills. Musen (2010) also states that third-grade reading scores are highly predictive of
academic performance; 74% of third-graders who struggle with reading are still struggling
in ninth-grade, and third-grade reading scores can ‘“reasonably predict high school
graduation” (p. 1). Therefore, working on literacy skills before children enter school and
throughout elementary school helps to set them up for success.

Parental involvement with literacy is especially important for Engligh Learners
(EL’s), who are already facing a gap upon entering school. If EL’s can begin to work on
literacy skills at home before entering school and continue working on literacy skills at
home throughout elementary school, the achievement gap between EL’s and native English
speakers can shrink and EL’s are better set up for success (Wilder, 2014, p. 393).

Elementary schools are always searching for ways to get parents involved in their
child’s education. Many schools throughout Southcentral Kentucky set up literacy nights,
math nights, STEM nights, or international nights to get parents involved in their child’s
education. The goal of this Capstone Project was to create a family literacy program that
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would involve parents and students in literacy activities. Moreover, the program utilized
bilingual materials in order to promote literacy for both native and non-native English-
speaking families. Because parent involvement in early literacy is so important, the
program also aimed to provide parents with strategies and resources to enhance their abilies
to engage in family literacy. The family literacy program was implemented in the Simpson
County Adult Literacy Center in Franklin, Kentucky. The participants of the program
included both EL families and Native English-speaking families. The overall goal was to
get parents and children practicing literacy, together.

Rationale: This program was created to promote family literacy skills in the
families of Simpson County. Specifically, working with clients from the Simpson County
Literacy Center who are English Learners or low-level readers will promote literacy skills
in both parents and children. In the teacher education program, experience working with
families is limited; this family literacy program worked to provide the researcher with
valuable experience.

Research Question: How can a family literacy program implemented in an adult

literacy center work to promote literacy skills and strategies in the families of Simpson

County?



CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW

There has been a multitude of research on the importance of early literacy,
technology, and parent involvement to a child’s education. Furthermore, there has been
research conducted discussing the impact of various literacy practices and interventions.
The following review will discuss the literature available on these various topics.

Early Literacy

Cultivating early literacy skills in young children is important in creating a
foundation of literacy skills. Lindsay Musen discusses the importance of early reading
proficiency as a leading indicator of academic achievement. Musen (2010) states that
students who fall behind in the early grades have a hard time catching up as they move
through school, especially as the curriculum shifts from learning to read to reading to
learn; this shows the importance of developing early literacy skills, both inside and
outside of the classroom, to increase student achievement.

Because early literacy skills are so crucial to student achievemement, they should
be developed both inside and outside the classroom — making parent involvement in
education imperative. Concha Delgado Gaitan (2012) discusses the significance of
family-community-school relationships. Gaitan (2012) cites a case study from the
National School Board Association that found student achievement improved when
parent-school partnerships existed (p. 306). Gaitan (2012) explains that parents,
especially bilingual parents, need to be knowledgeable about school language in order to
feel connected to the school and become involved in their child’s education — making
partnerships between the school and parents important to promote early literacy skills in a

child’s education.
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APPENDIX F: CLASS #3 TEXT FEATURES HANDOUT

Text Features Chart
Text Feature Definition Example
Title Name of a literary work. It gives the e

reader an idea about what will be =
read in the book ;

Appendix asection at the back of abook or  |Appendx i

Ppe document that gives additional 1048 cm: o og‘:]fmcd s

fnform_atxon that is important to but oy oy . mp‘c‘"‘l’ A,
is not in the main text appraciated by the Publishers.

G aptions words undemeath/ beside
photographs. illustrations or charts
explaining what it is or what it is z
about

==
T ion of President K v
Charts or tables a visual representation of data, a

visual depiction of information that
is quick and easy to read :

Diagram a drawing intended to explain how 2
something works; a drawing ¥. o
showing the relation between the S i
parts b}

Glossary Bty i wraiphuhictionl Kstub
terms with the definitions for those | Astrophysics — The branch of astronomy that

= deals with the physics of stellar

terms. It usually appears at the end | S vt _P“Tz:‘;}m dm

of a book and includes terms which
are newly introduced

;\nomdlmlx‘kemmuaphnnhhm
earth

Graphs

a visual representation showing
how 2 or more sets are related to
each other plotted with reference to
a set of axes

Headmg a line of text serving to indicate Ancient Road System
S There are traces of several ancient
what the passage below it is about i e Bistory and pe
around Turoe.
Index Pages at the back of the book that | pger
tell where to find important topics | Abemathy, William, 36-37, 38, 47, 197-199
in the book. It lists the page number | 4hese0. Dean 7.1
the term is found on. action principle, 13-14, 17, 119-155
Maps Information presented in visual i3

form to tell you where something is
or where it happened. It helps to
understand where places are located
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Photograph/Illustration

A picture that emphasizes key
points and adds interest

Bold Print Text that is heavier and darker than ] .
the rest of the text. It can be used to Text in Bold Print
show which words can be found in
the glossary.
Table A list of facts or numbers arranged
in a special order, usually in rows bt}
and columns. !
Table of Contents | A list that shows the major chapters |Comtents 7
and parts of the book as well as the ntrodact
page numbers.
Time line A visual representation of events in
history displayed in chronological
order.
Subheading A secondary heading added Heading
mdetnea?h'a subje'ct heading. Itis | mzﬁ::ﬁ: puirmiaaid
u::;i t<: fi::nde enMesdu;;der the S e Syl S o o e et
subject into more specific .
subcategories. Subkeading
Footnote a note of text placed at the bottom 2 Radford, Robert. Tuly 28 2002.
of a page in a document that <hitp://www.imperialtometric.com™>
provides additional information
Bullet Points a symbol used to introduce items in o Ttem1
a list. Bullet points are used to o Ttem?2
create a list and make it easier to o Ttem3
read and understand
Ttalics Words that are slanted to the right. Words in italics
It calls attention to important words
or terms. It shows which words can
be found in the glossary.
Sidebar Boxes of information to the side of JS—
the main text/column(s).

——
mnt
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APPENDIX G: CLASS #3 ADVOCATING FOR STUDENT SUCCESS HANDOUT

©EO NV A WN e

Homework Help

Don’t hover, but be there when your child wants to ask for help

Do homework in the same place at the same time every day

Provide a quiet, comfortable, distraction-free zone for homework

Help your child set goals for the day and week

Attitude is everything! Believe in your child and they will believe in themselves!

10 Questions to Ask Teachers at Parent-Teacher Conferences

How do you prefer to communicate with me?

What do you see as my child’s strengths?

What academic challenges does my child face?

How is my child doing socially?

How do you support kids in their social development?

How does the school handle standardized testing and prep for those tests?
Do you keep a folder of my child’s work? If so, could you review it with me?
Is my child performing at grade level in reading/math/science/social studies?
Does my child have special learning needs?

10. What can | do at home to support what you’re doing in the classroom?
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APPENDIX H: PRE-SURVEY QUESTIONS

Pre-Survey Questions

1. How confident are you in your use of classroom technology (such as Google Slides,
Microsoft Word, Class Dojo, other)? (please circle one)

1 2 3 4

Not at all confident ~ Somewhat confident Confident Extremely Confident

2. How confident do you feel reading picture books and other books for fun with your
child? (please circle one)

1 2 3 4

Not at all confident ~ Somewhat confident Confident Extremely Confident

3. How confident do you feel reading for homework (articles, textbooks, other) with
your child? (please circle one)

1 2 3 4

Not at all confident ~ Somewhat confident Confident Extremely Confident

4. How confident do you feel contacting your child’s teacher/attending parent-teacher
conferences? (please circle one)

1 2 3 4

Not at all confident Somewhat confident Confident Extremely Confident

5. What do you enjoy reading with your child?
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6. Does your child spend more time reading for academic purposes/homework
(textbooks, articles, other) or reading for pleasure (picture books, novels)?

7. How much time do you spend reading with your child for academic
purposes/homework per day or per week?

8. What types of literacy activities do you do with your child? (reading to your
child, listening to your child read, asking questions while your child is reading,
talking to your child, helping your child with writing) All these activities are
part of literacy.

9. Do you have any questions regarding technologies your child uses in school?

10. Do you have any questions regarding reading with your child, or helping your
child succeed in school?
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APPENDIX I: POST-SURVEY QUESTIONS

Post-Survey Questions

1. Do you think the information presented in the family literacy program was useful?
What specific information did you feel was the most useful for your family?

2. Have you implemented any strategies learned during the program (reading with
your child, the types of book you read, using technology, doing homework,
communicating with your child’s teacher)? If so, please explain your use of these

strategies?

3. What did you enjoy most about the family literacy program?

4. Do you have any suggestions for improvement to the family literacy program?
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