








ACADEMIC A TIIRE 

A time-honored tradition of great dignity, the wearing of academic apparel is a SUC' 

ecclesiastical garb of the late Middle Ages, in turn a survival of still earlier civilian fast 
academic gown, necessary for a scholar's warmth, and the hood to protect his tonsured 
apparently frrst regularly adopted in the thirteenth century at the University of Cambr 
University of Oxford was soon to follow _ The custom was transplanted to this country in col 
by Kings College in New York, now Columbia University. 

In 1895 American universities and colleges decided to standardize their academic 
developed the intercollegiate code of academic custom. In general the style follows the 
tradition. The characteristic elements of academic regalia are three: gown, hood and cap. 

The gown is usually of black material (serge or worsted for bachelors, the same 
masters, and silk for doctors). The doctors' dress gowns of the chief British universities 
Bachelors' gowns have pointed sleeves; masters' have long closed sleeves, lunate at the b, 
slits at the elbow from which the arms protrude; the doctors' have wide, round, open sleeve 
gowns are faced with panels of velvet down the front and three bars of velvet across each 

The hood, worn around the neck to hang down the back, is the principal emblem 0 

and source of the degree held. It is edged with velvet of the colors of the degree, while its Ii 
bears the colors of the institution which granted the degree. Bachelor's hoods are thre. 
masters' three and one-half, and doctors' hoods only have wide panels at the sides. Hoods n 
only after the degree has been granted. 

The cap, the square mortarboard in American universities but a round, soft, flat v 
British, Canadian, and some European universities, bears a tassle which may be black for a 
degrees or may be of gold thread for doctors and the color of the degree for bachelors and IT 

doctors' caps only may be of velvet 
The degree colors are appropriate to the category of the degree, rather than to the sch. 

subject For example, the appropriate color for degrees in Arts and Letters (B.A., M.A., B.l 
in Commerce, sapphire; in Dentistry, lilac; in Education, light blue; in Engineering, orange 
Arts, brown; in Humanities, crimson; in Laws, purple; in Library Science, lemon; in Medi 
in Music, pink; in Pharmacy, olive; in Philosophy (Ph.D), dark blue; in Physical Educati 
Science, golden yellow; in Theology, scarlet These colors are used for the edgings of all h()( 
be used for the velvet facing and sleeve bars of the doctors' gowns and tassles on bachelors' , 
caps. 

The institutional colors, with which hoods are lined, indicate the university or coli. 
the degree. Among the hoods worn by our faculty members you may see here today a 
Arkansas, red and white; Auburn, orange with two navy chevrons; Chicago, maroon; Col' 
blue with white chevron; Duke, royal blue with white chevron; Emory, navy blue with g< 
Harvard, crimson; I1inois, navy blue with two orange chevrons; Indiana, crimson with whil 
Iowa, old gold; John Hopkins, black with gold chevron; Kansas, navy blue with cardi, 
Kentucky, azure blue with white chevron, Louisiana State, purple with old gold, parti-r 
MiChigan, maize with azure blue chevron; Mississippi State, maroon chevron on white; �~� 

gold with two black chevrons; New York, violet; North Carolina, light blue with two whi' 
Northwestern, purple with gold chevrons; Ohio State, Scarlet with silver gray chevroD.! 
orange with black chevron; Purdue, black with two gold chevrons; Radcliffe, crimson 
chevrons; Rice, silver above blue; Rochester, dandelion yellow; Rutgers, scarlet; Stanfo 
Tennessee, white with orange chevrons; Texas, white above orange, parti-per-chevron; 
black and gold; Virginia, navy blue with orange chevron; Wisconsin, bright red; Yale, roy, 
The colors of Western Kentucky University are one white chevron on a field of bright reo 

All candidates for degrees and those who hold these degrees, including Univers 
faculty, and visiting dignitaries, are attired in traditional cap and gown. Recipients of t 
degree at Western Kentucky University will wear gray gowns and caps; recipients of th 
degree will wear black gowns and caps; and recipients of master's degrees and specialist 
wear black caps and gowns with hoods of various colors. 
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HOOD COLORS FOR GRADUATE DEGREES 

Light Blue 

White 

Citron 

Silver Gray 

I 

Specialist Degree in Education, Master of Public Service in 
Counseling, Master of Arts in Education 

Master of Arts in Child Development and Family Living, 
English, Folk Studies, History, Humanities and Psychology 

Master of Arts in Sociology 

Master of Arts in Communication 

Golden Yellow Master of Science in Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, 
Geography, Institutional and Home Environment. 
Mathematics;Master of Public Service in City and Regional 
Planning; Master of Science in Communication Disorders 

Maize Master of Science in Agriculture 

Lemon 

Sage Green 

Master of Science in Library Science 

Master of Science in Physical Education and Master of 
Science in Recreation 

Salmon Pink Master of Science in Health 

Drab Master of Business Administration 

Pink Master of Music 

Peacock Blue Master of Public Administration 
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ALMA MATER 

College Heights 

College Heights, on hilltop fair, 

With beauty all thine own, 

Lovely jewel far more rare 

Than graces any throne! 

Chorus 

College Heights, we hail thee; 

We shall never fail thee 

Falter never, live forever, 

Hail! Hail! Hail! 

Words by: Mary Francis Bradley 
Music by: Ben Bradley 


