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than do large high schools.

Small high schools have more unsatiecflacterily equipped
buildings in regard to lighting, heating, and seating
facilities than do large high schocla.

Small high schools heve mare unsatisfactory water
supply than do large schools.

Small high schools have fewer librsry books than do
large high echools.

Small high schools have poorer equipment in regerd to
bleokboards, maps, globes, laboratories, and physical
eduoation than do large hizh schools.®%

At the present time there are fowr high schools operating in the

-eountye Muach efficiency would doubtless be geined by econsolidetion.

The County Board of Education has invited the independent distriot

of Bardstown {0 merge into the county systeme. Should the invitation be

acoepted, Bardetown would becoms & high school centere Two other high

schools, one

located iu the western and one in the southern part of the

county, would be sufficient to care for the needs of the boys and girls

of hizh school egee. In spite of the feults of the small high schools

thsre is no denyin; the faot that they hawe provided opportunities for

& high school education to many boys and girls who would have otherwlse

never recelved that advantage.

4

"Sohool Coasclidation in Kemtucky”, op. cit., pe 566.
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CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIORS, AND RECOMNENDATIUKS

Summary and Conclusions

In this study, the writer has attempted to portray the educational
stetus of the three types of public schools in Kelson County; the small
rural school, the central or consolidated school, and the independent
schoole Deta for the school ysar 1942<1543 have been usede The one-room
school has been ocompared in certain respects with the oconsolidated school,
aud the consolidated school has been campared with the independent school.
Changes that have been maue in the school system since 1942 hawe been
notede These changes revecl a very definite educational trend in Felson
County, a trend toward large centralized schools through the elimination
of small schools, Evidences to indicate that this trend is a progrecsive
cae have besen presented.

Statistics used suggest the following adventages of the large school
over the small school;

le Higher percentage of average deily attencanoce.

2. Less teacher waste as indicated by the pupil-teacher retio.

Se Longer school term, ¢ specially in the independent school.

4, Better trained teachers with more experience and better salaries,

6. Better grade distribution of pupils according to age.

6« Less retardation due to teaching conditions, inefficleacy, and

sbsenteeism,

7. Better librery facilities.

8e AbLllivty to provide each pupil with & wellebalenoced nooun-dey mesal

In using statistios to arrive et the above conclucions it is realized

that they mey not be presented a&s absclute date. They merety eerve as &



basis of assumpticon which may be used until proof of contrary faots is
rendereds There is need for more definite measures of results. It would
be interesting to maks a study of what success has been made by pupils
from the wvarious types of schools. The diffioculty presenting itself in
such & study would be in finding an adequate measure of suocess. By the
time it was found, if ever, it would probably be out of date.

There is socaroely any objection to the ecmsolidetion of small schools.
Nelason Countians have coms to realize that eonsolidatien of schools, which
began in the county in 194U, is a progressive educational trend.

Large high schools are =s supsrior to smell high schools as large
elementary schools are to small eiementary schools., If the county and
indepencent districts merge, ommsolidetion of the small high schools will
probably result,

Reoommendetions

l. This study haes dane very little toward indieating the trinancial
abilicy of Neison County to oxpu.ad its educational program to meet present-
day needs, BSuch & study :hov.?ld be made.

2 The policy of consolidating smell schoois wherever conaitions
will permit should be continueds Authorities agree that children Iu ve
& botter educational opportunity in the larger eentral schools than they

do while attending the smail rural schools,

Se All teschers should be urged to increase their training immediately

until at least e minimum of sixty-four ssmester hours of college work is
obtainede A majority of ths teachers should hcld the bacheler's degree.

4e Reoent etudies o the reasons given far children's being absent
from sciiool show thet In county districte illness and working accounted
for over 50 per ceant of the abssnoes, It would seem thet attendance

could bs greatly improved if a vigorous effort were made to eliminante
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these causes of non-attendance, The searcity of farm labor has brought
about a great inorease in the number of children required to stay at hame
and work. This is a problem which should be studied and subjected to
positive action by school authorities. A realizeticn on the part of pearents
of the importance of regular attendanoce and a cooperative attituce by
teachers, principals, and other school officials will greatly reduce the
amount of absencez beceuse of work.

5. An efficient supervisory ;régru should be inaugurated with a -
professionally trained, full-time supervisor in charge.

6. Improvements should be made within the small schools that eamnov
be eentraliged in the near future.

7« More publiecity should be given ;:o educational policy and prooceed-
ings of the boerd of education. The public shoula be made fuliy aware of
the responsibility of its members in oarganizing and maintaining a school

system that is compatible with modern educational needs.
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