











OGDEN COLLEGE OF SCIENCE
AND ENGINEERING

The National Science Foundation's
(NSF) Research Experience for Under-
graduates (REU) Program funded a team
of students Lo study the Upper Green
River/Mammoth Cave watershed, under
the direction of Cathleen Webb (Chemis-
try) and Rezaul Mahmood (Geography/
Geology) this summer. The project is de-
signed to continue for three years with a
funding level of $254, 000. Participants
study for ten weeks during the summer
and present their research on regional
and national levels.

Alumnae Rosarae Tieken (Archi-
tectural/Manufacturing Sciences) has
received a $30,000 fellowship to attend
Savannah College of Art and Design.
She will begin her studies in Fall 2004.

The US Environmental Protection
Agency has awarded a $75,000 grant to
WKU's Center for Water Resource Studies
for a project that will work to improve
the safety of Kentucky drinking water
supplies.

The Department of Agriculture’s
Block and Bridle Club captured first place
in the Activities Scrapbook contest at
their national convention in April 2004,
in San Antonio, TX.

Mechanical Engineering undergradu-
ates Timothy Clayton (Tell City, IN), Kath-
ryn Hess (Auburn, KY), J.D. McQueen
(Alvaton, KY) and Christopher Rich (Bee
Spring, KY) won the American Society
for Mechanical Engineers Region VI Stu-
dent Design competition held in Lexing-
ton, KY, March 27, 2004. The team will
compete for the national championship
in Anaheim, CA in November,

The WKU Steel Bridge Team finished
4th overall and 1st in aesthetics at the
American Society for Civil Engineers’
Ohio Valley Regional Conference Stu-
dent Steel Bridge Competition, held April
2, 2004. Those engineering undergradu-
ates that participated were team captain
Michael O'Reilly (Hardinsburg, KY), Tra-
vis Carrico (Springfield, KY), Kyle Hunt
(Morgantown, KY), James Jones (Somer-
set, KY), Jason Miles (Elizabethtown, KY)
and Benjamin Kidd (Glasgow, KY).

Sheryl Hagan-Booth
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Cathleen Webb

The department of Geology/Geogra-
phy hosted Jennifer Turner (Coordinator
of the China Environment Forum at the
Woodrow Wilson International Cen-
ter for Scholars) for her presentation,
“Water is for Fighting: Resolving Water
Conflicts in China,” on April 30, 2004 as
part of the Distinguished Speakers in
Environmental Sciences Series.

Doug Schmucker (Engineering)
presented “Leadership through the Back
Door: Exercises for Individuals and
Teams,” and “Not as bad as it seems:
Teaching Probability and Statistics in
Civil Engineering,” at the American So-
ciety for Engineering Education confer-
ence, June 20-23, 2004, Sall Lake City,
UT. He also co-moderated “Teaching
and Learning” at the conference. Finally,
Schmucker is a Structural Consultant to
Ray of Light School Project in Dondo,
Mozambique via Engineering Ministries
International, Colorado Springs, CO.

Pat Kambesis (graduate, Applied
Research and Technology) led a team
of expert cave explorers and surveyors
on a three-week expedition to China's
Hunan Province in April 2004. Geosci-
ence graduate student Mark Graham
functioned as the group’s Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) specialist, in
conjunction with hydrologists from the
Chinese Academy of Geological Scienc-

es and the Xiangxi (Hunan) Hydrogeol-
ogy Bureau. Chinese broadcast journal-
ists followed the group’s progress and
aired coverage on the Chinese national
evening news.

Alumnus Keith Milam (Geology)
received the 2004 Stephen E. Dwornik
Award for "'Central Uplift Formation at
the Middlesboro Impact Structure, Ken-
tucky, USA."” He will receive a plaque,

a $500 award, and will be an honored
guest at a banquet hosted by the Plan-
etary Geology Division of the Geological
Society of America.

Weslern Kentucky University will
install a research grade telescope in
Rwanda. Charles McGruder (Phys-
ics/Astronomy) was asked to address
the National University and Rwandan
governmental cabinet concerning this
initiative. The Rwandan government will
provide funding for this project.

On April 17, 2004, Western Kentucky
University hosted the 3rd annual Girls
in Science Day, with 102 area middle
school participants. The students at-
tended classes taught by professors
Becky Gilfillen (Agriculture), Jean Griff-
ing (Mathematics), Jane Brantley (Math-
ematics), Betsy Shoenfelt (Psychology),
Nancy Rice (Biology), Cathleen Webb
(Chemistry), Uta Ziegler (Computer



Science), Karen Powell (Community Col-
lege), Heather DeHart (Biology), Thandi
Buthelezi (Chemistry), Scott Bonham
(Physics/Astronomy), and the WKU Soci-
ety of Women Engineers student branch.

Andrew Wulff (Geology/Geogra-
phy) and Wayne Tarrant (Mathematics)
received 2004 Powe Junior Faculty En-
hancement Awards for research, valued
at $10,000 each.

David Keeling (Geology/Geography)
presented “Pinochet’s Folly: Devel-
opment and Change in Patagonian
Chile,” at the 2004 Conference of Latin
Americanist Geographers in Antigua,
Guatemala. Keeling also completed a
two-year term as president of the orga-
nization and a two-year term as joint
editor of the Journal of Latin American

Geography, from June 2002 to June 2004.

Keeling further published a chapter on
transport development in Latin America
in the 21st Century: Challenges and Solu-
tions (University of Texas Press, 2004).

Geoscience graduate student Chris-
tina Henry was invited by the National
Weather Service in April to present her
" Master’s thesis research at the Jackson,
KY branch.

Cathleen Webb (Chemistry) and Wei-
Ping Pan (Chemistry) were featured at
the National Environmental Protection
Agency Science Forum in Washington
DC, June 1-3, 2004. Webb's work is with
HydroTech Engineering on a project
titled “Limestone-Based Material for
Arsenic Removal from Drinking Water.”
Pan’s work is on “A Low-Cost, High-
Temperature Mercury Sorbent for Coal-
Fired Power Plants.”

David Keeling (Geography/Geology)
published “Free Trade and the Geog-
raphy of Ignorance,” in the August 3rd
edition of the San Francisco Chronicle.
Keeling also serves on the Board of
Directors of the American Geographical
Society.

Wei-Ping Pan (Chemistry) was
awarded the 2004 Outstanding Service
Award by the North American Thermal
Analysis Society. The presentation cer-
emony will occur at the NATAS Confer-
ence in Williamsburg, VA, October 5,
2004.

WKU, under the direction of Terry
Leeper (Architectural/Manufacturing
Sciences), hosted the Western Ken-
tucky Longrifle Workshop, June 3-11,
2004. Sixty-two participants of domestic
and international origin met to receive
instruction from some of the nation’s
leading master gunsmiths. Skills taught
included gunmaking, carving, crafting
and sewing, among others.

Soleil Archila (Graduate, Biology) has
been awarded a national travel award
by the American Society of Biochemistry
and Molecular Biology for “Identification
of Phosphorylase Kinase Alpha Subunit
Binding Partners in Skeletal Muscle.”
The award was presented at the Soci-
ety's 2004 conference in Boston, MA.
After her August graduation, Archila will
begin working toward her doctorate at
the University of Calgary as part of the
Smooth Muscle Research Group in the
Department of Cardiovascular/Respira-
tory Sciences.
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INTERDEPARTMENTAL

Phil Myers (Sponsored Programs)
received the Senior Professional Service
Achievement Award from the National
Council of Research Administrators,
Region 11, at the May 2004 meeting in
South Carolina. In addition, Myers pre-
sented three sessions: a workshop with
Laura Hagan (WKU Patents Attorney) on

“Intellectual Property and Tech Transfer
for the Research Administrator,” “Re-
search Foundations for Smaller Institu-
tions,” and “Recognizing and Manag-
ing Faculty Conflicts of Interest,” with
Marilyn Anderson (Assistant Lo Dean for
Budgets, Grants and Contracts in Ogden
College).

Tricia Callahan (Asst. Director
- Proposal Development) co-presented
“Training Strategies,” at the National
Council of Research Administrators
Region Il meeting, May 4-9, 2004. Calla-
han also edited the Region IIl Newsletter
for 2003-2004.

Regina Allen (Sponsored Programs
- Operations Specialist) chaired the Re-
gion Il Membership committee during
2003-2004. Allen also gave the com-
mittee report at the May 2004 Region IlI
Meeting.

The Western Scholar publication re-
ceived awards of excellence and merit in
2004 from the CASE Kentucky Advance-
ment Awards Program.

Western's WKYU-NPR National Public
Radio staff won the following awards
from the 2004 Associated Press broad-
cast competition. Awards were present-
ed on April 13 in Louisville, KY:

Dan Modlin, Joe Corcoran, Kevin
Willis, and Jenine Howard Cherry
won Ist place for Best Newscast

Dan Modlin won st place awards
in Besl Series, Best Public Service
Reporting, and Best Investigative/
Enterprise Reporting.

Jenine Howard Cherry won Ist
place in Best Use of Sound, and
Best Feature.

Dan Modlin and Kevin Willis won
Ist place for Best Sports Reporting.

COLLEGE OF HEALTH
AND HUMAN SERVICES

The WKU Speech Clinic has been
re-authorized by the Commonwealth of
Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family
Services to operate as an Outpatient Re-
habilitation Service. Western is currently
the only educationally based licensed
facility in the state of Kentucky.



a Office of the Provost and Vice
President for Academic Affairs
Western Kentucky University
WESTERN 4 Big Red Way
KENTUCKY 239 Wetherby Administration Building
UNIVERSITY Bowling Green, KY 42101-3576

oers & Deeds

Academic Excellence at WKU

Office of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
September, 2004 « Volume 3, Issue 1
Alecea Davis, Editor <davisar@wku.edu>




