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R2n �~� in tlIll was frequently as fUnny as he was frighten

ing. Even in his most serious portrayals, such as Galileo, 

the humorous side of Laughton came through often enough 

to entertain aUdiences. 
Laughton's directorial work was yet a further ex-

ample of his versatility. RQn �~� �i�n�~�,� l2bn BrolYO's 

Body, An �~�v�e�n�i�n�g� nl1h ilDA Lanchester, and Ibs Caine 

�~�u�t�i�n�y� 90urt-martial were critically hailed plays of the 

1950's. His only directorial effort in films, 1955's 

lhi Night �~� �~� Uunter, is an excellent study in atmos-

pheric detail. 
It is always difficult to describe a stout man 

as being versatile, for the adjective somehow connotes 

lightness and agility. But Laughton was a marvelous ex

ception to the rule. His mountains of flesh never stopped 

him from �~�t�t�e�m�p�t�i�n�g� any role that he felt was worthy of 

his efforts. Although he was physically unappealing to 

many people, he was in the truest senoe of the word, a 

beautifUl man. We may never see his like again. 
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