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we try to shut our eyes to it. Evade it as we may, it hangs
over us yet, menacing and threatening. There are many
counties in which these blacks own from one-quarter to one-
half of the land, and they are acquiring an increasing rela-
tive amount as the days go by. As the race as a whole is
reactionary instead of progressive, ignorant instead of
learned, you can readily see the enormity of the weight
handicapping the section in its progressive movement.
Then, is the South going to continue to sidestep this vital
question—possibly her biggest one, or shall she boldly face
it? Can she solve it by her past policy of race hatred? Or
<hall she, while keeping intact the traditions of the fathers,
lend a sympathetic hand to the struggling black? Some-
thing must be done. '

A second herculean task confronting the South is her ele-
mentary school problem. Illiteracy is rampant almost ev-
erywhere. From the fields of cotton and cane we hear the
dull, ominous thump, thump of the footsteps of thousands
who are denied the rights and privileges of a liberal edu-
cation. Again, in hundreds of little schoolhouses, inexperi-
enced, dead teachers are teaching dead things in a dead way
from a dead text-book. They are putting a withering blight
upon countless lives fresh with the morning dew of hope-
ful expectancy. They are turning verdant oases of youth-
ful promise into barren, bleak deserts of maturity’s despair.
Careful surveys reveal the fact that an appalling number
of Southern children never complete the sixth grade. Here
is a second challenge to the New South as she rises phoe-
nix-like from the ashes of the old. '

The South’s loud problem has assumed gigantic propor-
tions. In days of yore, when land was cheap, the Southern
farmer robbed large areas of their fertility and moved on to
virgin, inviting fields. His descendants could not do this,
but they plowed shallow, followed a one-crop system, and
made no attempt to restore the fertility of the soil. So
Nature's erosive agents furrowed into gaping gullies a large
per cent of the rolling and poorer lands. Also, with wanton
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hand, the South’s glorious wealth of virgin forests has well-
nigh been squandered. As a result, an alarming percentage
of the older settled communities show an actual decrease in
rural population. This is a portentous omen, a cloud no
bigger than a man’s hand of a catastrophe that must inevit-
ably overtake the South, unless she is soon halted in her
mad, wasteful career, and turned into paths of providence,
thrift and restoration of resources.

The South’s secondary education problem is as urgent
and immense as her problem of elementary education. This
task has two aspects: First, to get the boys and girls into
the high school; second, to keep them there until they grad-
uate. More than eighty per cent never graduate. Why is
this? If our form of government is long to endure, those
who must assume the burdens of citizenship must be trained
to meet the situations of life upon a plane of reason.

The administrative functions of Southern educational
machinery have been woefully inadequate. Laxity, lack of
preparation demanded of teachers, lack of supervision, are
the cardinal sins.

Abe Martin guaintly says: “I hear a lot of talk about
effishuncy these days, but I don’t see none of it.” Happily,
there are signs of it to be seen low on the Southern horizon.
Our normal schools are attacking the various sectional or
state problems, and some of them are doing a very efficient
work. We are proud to hail our Alma Mater in the very
forefront, doing a very splendid work. The universities
are contributing through research and investigation. The
new George Peabody College for Teachers, from whence the
viewpoint of this article is taken, is devoting a splendid new
equipment and large endowment entirely to the problem of
the South as a whole. In its walls is located the only South-
ern sub-station of the National Department of Education.
Extensive and exhaustive surveys are being made and very
specific remedies proposed. School curricula are being
overhauled, the traditional being cast out, and the remain-
der vitalized from a new standpoint. From time to time the
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results of their investigations will be given out. Watch
these and those of all the agencies, for if the South is ever
to be the ideal South that Nature has made her capable of
being, there must be co-operation of all agencies engaged in
this work. Fortunately this co-operation does exist, and the
signs of the times point to a very rapid development. Why
not? No spot of earth can boast of a more desirable cli-
mate, more favorable resources, or a nobler race of men.
Shall we, the Young South prove ourselves worthy of our
opportunity by doing all in our might in the making of the
New South?
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