














NEWS BRIEFS

THE DISTANCE
OF AN ATOM

Western Kentucky University is
one of 16 universities selected for
nanotechnology research by the U.S.
Air Force and the Department of De-
fense.

The Thermal Analysis Laboratory
in the Materials Characterization Cen-
ler has been awarded a grant of
$119,000 for “Acquisition ol an X-ray
Diffractometer (XRD) for
Nanotechnology Research.” The Cen-
ler is housed at the WKU South Cam-
pus.

Recently the XRD has become an
indispensable analytical technique for
use in polymer/clay nanocomposite
studies, according to Dr. Wei-Ping
Pan, professor in Western's Depart-
ment of Chemistry. X-ray diffraction
can precisely measure atomic dis-
tances, d-spacings between clay lay-
ers, large-scale structure and long
range order, and particle size and
shape.

The XRD system will enhance the
Malerials Characterizalion Center’s
capabilities in undergraduate and
graduate education and fundamental
research in nano-science, Dr. Pan
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said. Nanocomposiles are very small
malerials.

The nanotechnology equipment
competition drew 89 proposals. The
other universities receiving grants
were Harvard, Kansas Stale, Lehigh,
Penn Slate, llinois, Rice, Arizona, Ari-
zona Slate, Colorado, Michigan,
Texas, Virginia, Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology, Stevens Institute
ol Technology in New Jersey and Uni-
versity of California al Santa Barbara.

HEALTH SERVICE TO SELF OPERATE

Western Kentucky University has
returned to self operation of its cam-
pus student health services.

The 17 employees of Collegiate
Health Care, which provided student
health services since Sept. 1, 1999,
were hired by Weslern on a lempo-
rary basis through the end of the
spring semester, said Dr. Gene Tice,
vice president for Student Alfairs and
Campus Services.

"We wanled Lo assure our stu-
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dents that they would see no reduction
in health services as we dealt with
these changes,” Dr. Tice said. “The
stalf at the WKU Health Care Clinic has
been dedicated to serving the needs of
our students and expect that level of
care Lo continue.”

“The current stafl has made signifi-
cant improvements in the delivery of
health services Lo our students and we
plan to continue to build on those im-
provements,” Tice said.

SHARING
KENTUCKY'S
HERITAGE

Four faculty members recently had
manuscripts approved lor publication
and a book written by a retired history
professor was the leatured selection
in a statewide reading program

"Western is collaboraling with
University Press ol Kentucky and Ken
tucky Educational Television to widen
citizen knowledge of the richness of
their shared herilage,” said John
Hardin, assistant dean of Potter Col-
lege of Arts, Humanities and Social
Sciences.

Lincoln of Kentucky, wrilten by
Lowell Harrison, was the February se-
lection in KET's “What If All Kentucky
Reads the Same Book” program. More
than 1,000 people participated in the
program that read Harrison's 246-
page biography of the nation’s 16th
president and his ties to his bovhood
home.

Works by three WKU faculty mem-
bers and one retired faculty member
were among 15 manuscripls selected
for publication by the editorial board
of the Universily Press of Kentucky in
February. Publication dates have not
been determined.

Those books are:

Kentucky Family and House
Ghosts by William Lynwood Montell,
a retired Folk Studies program faculty
member.

Dixie Limited: Railroads, Culture,
and the Southern Renaissance by Joe
Millichap, a professor in the Depart-
ment of English.

Peter Bruner: A Slave's Adven-
tures Toward Freedom: Not Fiction,
But the True Story of a Struggle with
an introduction by John Hardin, an
associale professor in the Deparl-
menl of History and the assistant
dean of Potter College.

Elisha W. Green: A Life of the Rev.
Elisha W. Green with an introduction
by Marion Lucas, a University Distin-
guished Professor in the Department
ol History.




TEACHER MEETS

THE HIGH-TECH CLASSROOM

Once upon a time, classroom in-
structional tools were low-tech: a
chalkboard, a film-strip projector or a
new set of encyclopedia.

Today, however, classroom instruc-
tional tools have gone high-tech: soft-
ware, a computer presentation or the
Internet.

Whether the instructional tools are
as low-tech as a No. 2 pencil or as
high-tech as Powerpoint, teachers must
know how to effectively use them in
the classroom learning environment.

Increasing instructional technology
skills of new teachers is the goal of a $1
million project in Western Kentucky
University's College of Education and
Behavioral Sciences.

“The focus of the project is to en-
sure that our students are prepared to
integrate technology into classroom
instruction in the P-12 setting,” said Dr.
Sam Evans, associate dean of the Col-
lege of Education and Behavioral Sci-
ences.

Kentucky has made substantial
strides in buying computers, hiring
computer teachers and wiring schools
for Internet access, but recent surveys
show that many teachers don't know
how to use technology effectively, said
Dr. Leroy Metze, director of Educational
Technology and project coordinator.

The project, which will begin May
31, will do more than teach teachers
how to use technology, Dr. Metze said.
“We want to teach them to know what
will accomplish their needs and to as-
sess emerging technologies,” he said.

The project, which includes
$450,000 in federal appropriations se-
cured by U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell, “is
a partnership between teacher educa-
tion, arts and sciences at Western,
practitioners in the field and students,”
Dr. Evans said.

Project goals include ensuring that
university faculty from teacher educa-
tion, arts and science disciplines can
model technology-rich instruction for

prospective teachers; increasing the
number of new teachers who are able
to use technology to enrich instruction
and assess student learning; using a
web-based or electronic portfolio to
gather data for the evaluation of
teacher performance; and setting up an
electronic clearinghouse that will give
educators access to technology-rich
lesson plans and assessments.

Project teams will include Western
faculty from the teacher education pro-
gram and from the content areas in arts
and sciences, public school teachers,
graduates of Western's teacher educa-
tion program and public school stu-
dents, Dr. Metze said.

“Teaching technology changes
teaching in general,” he said, adding
that with rapid changes in technology,
teachers must learn about technology
and whalt is available.

"You can't just teach the subject,”
Dr. Metze said. “You teach students to
learn the subject.”

Dr. Evans agreed. “Our focus is now
on learning not teaching,” he said.
“This is one thing we hope will make a
difference.”
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~ DATES TO REMEMBER

5-6

Bluegrass Reining Horse Association
Reining Horse Show. 8am. LD
Brown Exposition Center. Contact
Brown Center, (270) 8453542

6

Spring Commencement Ceremony
1:30 pm. LL Smith Stadium. (Diddle
Arena Rain Site) Contact Registrar’s
Office, (270) 745-5432

Nursing Dept. Pinning Ceremony.
10a.m.-12:30 p.m. Van Meter Audito:
rium. Contact Deborah Williams,
(270) 7453133

7

Classes Begin Tor May Session.

9

Astronomy Public Viewing, 8:30 p.m.
Thompson Complex Central Wing.
Contact Department of Astronomy,
(270) 745-4357.

11
College Heights Foundation Dinner 7
p.m. Bowling Green Country Club
Contact Alex Downing, (270) 745-
5266.

11-12

College Heights Foundation Golt
Classic 7:30 a.m. Bowling Green
Country Club. Contact Alex Downing,
(270) T45-5266

12

West KY Flal Shod Horse Sale. 10
am. LD Brown Exposition Center.
Contacl Brown Center, (270) 843-
3542

18-19

Soap Box Derby. 7 a.m. Big Red Way
Contact Special Events, (270) 745-
2497.
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19

4-H Team Penning, 930 am. LD
Brown Exposition Center. Contacl
Brown Center, (270) 843-3542.

20

southern KY Team Penner's Assocla-
lion Team Penning. 1130 am, LD
Brown Exposition Center, Conlact
Brown Center, (270) 843-3542.

20-21

American Cancer Society Relay for Life
Diddle Arena. Contact Stacy Carter,
(270) 842-6455

25

Duke Talent Search Recognition Cer-
emony 2 p.m Diddle Arena. Contact
Gifted Studies, (270) 745-6323.

27

Wesl KY Horse Sale. 11 a.m;, LD Brown
Exposition Center. Contact Brown Cen-
ter, (2700 842-3542

28

Memaorial Day. Offices Closed and
Classes Dismissed.

2

Foundation Quarter Show. 8 am. LD
Brown Exposition Center. Contact
Brown Center, (270) 843-3542.

8-9
KY Angus Preview Show. 9 am. LD

Brown Exposition Cenler. Contact
Brown Center, (270) 843-3542.

11

Orientation/ Advisement/Registration.
Freshmen. Various Campus Locations.
Contact Greg Purpus, (270) 745-4242.

13

Orientation/ Advisement/Registration.
Freshmen. Various Campus
Locations.Contact Greg Purpus, (270)
745-4242.

15

Ornentation/ Advisement/Registration.
Freshmen. Various Campus Locations.
Contact Greg Purpus, (270) 745-4242.

17

West KY Horse Sale. 11 am. LD Brown
Exposition Center. Contacl Brown Cen-
ler, (270) 843-3542.

18-22

Hilltopper Soccer Camp WKU. Contacl
David C. Holmes, (270) 745-6068.

18-29

Summer Camp for Academically Tal-
ented Middle School Students and Ad-
vanced Placement Meeting. Garrett
Conference Center. Contacl Julia Rob-
erts, (270) 745-6323.

19
Orlentation/Advisement/Registration.

Freshmen, Various Campus Locations.
Contact Greg Purpus, (270) 745-4242.

21

Orientation/Advisement/Registration.
Transter Students. Various Campus Lo-
cations. Contact Greg Purpus, (270)
745-4242.

28

Summer Camp for Academically Tal-
ented Middle School Students Dinner.
& p.m_ Garretl Conference Center Ball-
room. Contact Julia Roberts, (270) 745-
6323,

29

WEKU Board ol Regents Commitlee
Meetings. TBA. Wetherby Administra-
lion Building. Contact Elizabeth Esters,
(270) 745-4346.

Contact telephone numbers
are all Area Code 270 unless
otherwise specified.




Internet Banking. Your Way.

Bank Anywhere, Anytime with Internet Banking from AREA Bank.

We know spare minutes are hard to come by when you're in college. Between classes,
studying and all the extras, you barely have time to sleep, much less get to the bank. But
there is an easy way to help tame your crazy schedule. For example, Area Bank's

Internet banking service. We call it DirectNet, and it connects you

directly to the bank. Just log on to our secure web site. Then access
your bank accounts 24/7, with no monthly fee. So next time you're
up at 3 a.m., try pointing and clicking your way to the bank.

Area Bank DirectNet...one more way you can have it all.

Visit the AREA Bank center nearest you.
270-782-1000

www.abcbank.com

Member FDIC

Enjoy These Benefits
With Our Internet Banking:
» Check account balances
and cleared transactions
* View images of your
cancelled checks
* Transfer funds between
accounts
* Pay bills...and more
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