








Great 
Year/or 
Western 

Ranked in the top 25 percent of 
the Sears Directors' Cup standings 
(81 st - highest among all Sun Belt 
Conference, Ohio Valley Conference 
and Kentucky schools) at the end of 
the fall sports season, Western Ken
tucky athletics teams are enjoying a 
great year to date. 

The seven fall and winter team 
championship sports have combined 
to win four conference titles (volley-

ball , women's swimming, men's 
basketball and football) . 

In addition, the Hilltopper foot
ball learn was ranked fifth in the na
tion and reached the quarterfinals of 
the NCAA Division I-AA playoffs. The 
men's basketball team made its first 
NCAA Tournament appearance since 
1995 and the 17th NCAA visit in 
school history. 

Go Toppers! 

Western Kentucky University 0 



THE DISTANCE 
OF AN ATOM 

Western Kentuckj' Univcrslty i~ 
une of 16 UnlVLTslllCS selected for 
1l.:.lIl11tcLlmoh)gy resL'.:m.:h by the u.s 
Air rnrce and the Dl'pLHlrncl1t 01 De 
tense 

rile Thermal Analysis Laboratory 
III Ilk' l\1aterials Charih:ll'n/atil1l1 Cen 
[l'r has bt..:l'11 cJwc.Irl.ll'd .:.I grilnt of 

SIIl),UUO lor 'Al"t]uisilion of un X ray 
Diffradometer fXRO) 1'01 

N':'U'HJIt'chnl1Iogy Research The Cen 
tel' is hOllsed at the W"U South Cam 
pus. 

Recently the XRD 1las become an 
indispensable analyllcal technique for 
liSt.' III polymer ' day nanocomposile 
studies, according to Dr \Vel PlIlg 
Pan, professm In Westr.:rn's Depart 
men! 0 1 Chemistry X ray diffraction 
(an prcliscly Illcasure atomic dis 
t.:lIKCS. d-spacings bL'twcen clay lay
ers, large-scale ~lrulllll"L' c.InU long 
rdnge order and partICle SI/C and 
shape. 

The XRD system will cnhance the 
f\laterials Charaden/at lllJ'l Center's 
capi.lbi1Jtlcs in undergraduate and 
grilduatt' education ilnd fundamentill 
rescilrch in nano scienct' Dr Pan 

SJld Nanoctlll1pnsltes (tn..' vcry ~ll1all 
materials 

The nannteLi'moit)gy L'lluipmt.·nt 
(ompetilJi.lIl drew MY plopoSJIS, The 
other universIties rt'ct:'ivlIlg grants 
were Ilarvard ~ansas SI,llc, Lehigh. 
Penll Stale , Illinnis, Rice. Anl.ona. An 
lona SteltC', Culorado, f\lIchigan. 
Texas, Vlrg1l1w 1\1a~saLhusctls Insti 
lute of Tcchnnlngy. Stevens Institute 
01 Tcdlllology III Ncw Jt'rsey and Uni 
\'l'rslty of California at S~1I1td Bc:ll'bara 

HEALTH SERVICE TO SELF OPERATE 

Western Kentucky Univcrsi ty has 
returned to sell npcration 01 its cam 
pus slLIdent health services 

The 17 employees of Collegiatc 
Ileillth Carl'. Wllldl provided student 
heallll services s1I1ce Sc.!pt I, 19q9 
were hired hy Wesll'1'Il on a tempo· 
rary hasis through the end 01 the 
spnng semester. said OJ Gene Tice. 
vice president for Student Affairs and 
Cilmpus Services 

" \VL' wanted tll (ls:-;ure our slu-
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dents that they would ":'Ct,.' no reduLtlon 
JJ1 health services as we dealt with 
these changes," Dr Tice said "The 
slall at the WKU Ilea1th Carl' Clinic has 
hecn dcdicated 10 serving the needs 01 
Olll' studen t5 and c:\pect thai level of 
(are to conlinue 

"Tile current ~tall 11uS made slgnili 
cant illlprtwt'l1lcl1ls III the delivery 01 
hL'alth ser\'iLes to Olll' students and wc 
plan to continue to huild on thosc 1111 
provcll1cl1ts. Tict' said 

SHARING 
KENTUCKY'S 
HERITAGE 

FOUl faculty membels n.:'(cnlly had 
manuscripts appl'llvl.'d lor publicatioll 
and a book wl'ltten by i'l1'l'lired hbtory 
prolessor was the il'atllrl'd sciL'dion 
in <1 ~ldlL'wiJc IC.:lUJl1g proglam 

"Western is (ollahmdting with 
Ul1IversHy Press (.\1 ~l'nll)(ky .. lilt! Kell 

IlllkV Educational Tl.'ic\'Isiun to \\'Ilkn 
Liti/en knowledgt' or tilt.' richness of 
their shared heritage" saiL! John 
Ilal'din, assistant dean 01 Pntter Col 
lege 01 Arts, Ilulllal1lties and SOl.laJ 
ScieJ1ces 

Lincoln 01 Kenllllky writtcnl,.\' 
Lowcll Harrison, was thl' Fl'hru..1ry se 
ll'clion in KErs "\Vhat II AU Kcntucky 
Reads the Same Book" proglall1 1\1orc 
than 1,000 people parllcipilted 111 the 
programlilal read IldlTisnn's 246 
page billgraphy or the ni:llioll's I hIll 
preSident and hiS lies 10 his huyhood 
honk' 

works by lhrct: WKU Idcl/lty l11em 
bcl's ilnd Olk' retired laLulty member 
were ilmong 15 lllal1uscripts seleLled 
for publication by the editorilll boarLl 
01 the Univcrslly Press 01 ~Cl1llh.:ky in 
FebruJIY Publication dates have not 
been dl.!termined 

('hose books are 
Kentucky Family and I hHISl.' 

Ghosts by \Villiam l.ynWlltlJ 1\lontl.'ll , 
a rctired Folk Studlc!) program lilculty 
rncmbcr 

DIxie Limited R.:Iilroads, Culture, 
and the SOllthern RenaissaJ1(e h~1 loe 
1\11111dlilP, a professor inlile Oc.:part 
men 1 til English 

Petcl BruneI ' A SI .. lvl"s AJvcn 
ImL's Toward Freedom Not ri(tion, 
But the True Story of d StJ'uggk- \Vilh 
an introduction by 101111 itardin, .:Ill 
associa te professor 111 the Dcpart 
Illcnt Of History (Jnd tht.' i..lSS1~ti.lnl 
dean of Poller ColIl'ge 

Elisha \V Green Allie nl the Re\' 
fhsha \V Grccn \\,Ith an 1l1ImUlI1,:lJon 
by 1\larion Lucas, a U!1Jvt.'rslty Distill 
gll1st1l'd Prolessnr in the Ol.!J1dl'lnH.:nt 
PI' Ili~tury 



TEACHER MEETS 
THE HIGH-TECH CLASSROOM 

Once upon a time, classroom in
structional tools were low-tech: a 
chalkboard, a film-strip projector or a 
new set of encyclopedia. 

Today, however, classroom instruc
tional tools have gone high-tech: soll
ware, a computer presentation or the 
Internet. 

Whether the instructional tools are 
as low-tech as a No.2 pencil or as 
high-tech as Powerpoint, teachers must 
know how to effectively use them in 
the classroom learning environment . 

Increasing instructional technology 
ski lls of new teachers is the goal of a $1 
million project in Western Kentucky 
University's College of Education and 
Behavioral Sciences. 

"The focus of the project is to en
sure that our students are prepared to 
integrate technology into classroom 
instruction in the P- 12 setting," said Dr. 
Sam Evans, associate dean of the Col
lege of Education and Behavioral Sci
ences. 

Kentucky has made substantial 
strides in buying computers, hiring 
com puler teachers and wiring schools 
for Internet access, but recent surveys 
show that many teachers don't know 
how to use technology effectively, said 
Dr. Leroy Metze, director of Educational 
Technology and project coord inator. 

The project, which will begin May 
3 t , w ill do more than teach teachers 
how to use technology, Dr. Metze said. 
"We want to teach them to know what 
will accomplish their needs and to as
sess emerging technologies," he said. 

The project, which includes 
$450,000 in federal appropriations se
cured by U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell, "is 
a partnership between teacher educa
tion, arts and sciences at Western, 
practitioners in the field and students," 
Dr. Evans said. 

Project goals include ensuring that 
un iversity faculty from teacher educa
tion, arts and science diSciplines can 
model technology-rich instruction for 

prospective teachers; increasing the 
number of new teachers who are able 
to lise technology to enrich instruction 
and assess student learn ing; using a 
web-based or electronic portfolio to 
gather data for the evaluation of 
teacher performance; and setting up an 
electronic clea ringhouse that will give 
educators access to technology-rich 
lesson plans and assessments. 

Project teams will include Western 
faculty from the teacher education pro
gram and from the content areas in arts 
and sciences, public school teachers, 
graduates of Western 's teacher educa
tion program and public school stu
dents, Dr. Metze said . 

"Teaching technology changes 
teaching in general ," he said. adding 
that w ith rapid changes in technology, 
teachers must learn abollt technology 
and what is available. 

"You can't just teach the subject," 
Dr. Metze said. "You teach students to 
learn the subject. " 

Dr. Evans agreed. "Our rocus is now 
on learning not teaChing," he said. 
"This is one thing we hope will make a 
difference." 

Western Kentucky University e 
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Bank Anywhere , Anytime with Internet Banking from AREA Bank. 

We know spare minutes are hard to come by when you're in college. Between classes, 

studying and all the extras. you barely have time to sleep, much less get to the bank. But 

there is an easy way to help tame your crazy schedule. For example. Area Bank's 

Member FDIC 

Internet banking service. We call it DirectNet. and it connects you 

directly to the bank. Just log on to our secure web site. Then access 

your bank accounts 24f7, with no monthly fee. So next time you're 

up at 3 a.m., try pcinting and clicking your way to the bank. 

Area Bank DirectNet...one more way you can have it all. 

Visit the AREA Bank center nearest you. 

270-782·1000 

www.abcbank.com 

Enjoy These Benefits 
With Our Internet Banking: 

• Check account balances 

and cleared transactions 

• View images of your 

cancelled checks 

• Transfer funds between 

accounts 

• Pay bills ... and more 

~~I" ~EA8ank. 
have 

it all .. 
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