




echo - November 2004 - University Libraries Activities Page 1 of4 

echo Home 

Commentary 

People & 
Positions 

Professional 
Activities 

Library 
Activities 

Archive 

Editorial Staff 

www.wku.edu/echo/ 

February 2004 

University Libraries Activities 

A New Look 
The Kentucky Library and Museum has completed a seven-month project to improve its website for 
both researchers and the general public. Visit the site at: http://www.wku.edu/Library/ky lm. 
Back to Top 

WILLS: Westel'll IS Intel'll Clil 1e Live Library Services 
As of Feb. 2, accessing library services and resources is even easier with the introduction of a new 
virtual reference service, called WILLS (Western's Interactive Live Library Service). With this new 
chat reference service, WKU faculty, staff and students will be able to access library materials and 
receive a librarian's assistance from home, work or wherever they are located. 

WILLS allows librarians to help users online by answering questions, guiding them through Web 
sites, electronic databases and other online resources. As the librarian provides assistance, the user 
can see on his or her own computer exactly what the librarian is doing. 

WILLS is easy to access through the Libraries' Website: www.wku.edu/ library.Click on the "Ask 
Us! If you have a question" prompt. Five options appear. Click the WILLS icon and provide the 
information requested. 

This new virtual reference service is an additional way for WKU Libraries to increase user access. At 
least for the time being, the service will be available 6- 10 p.m., Monday- Thursday. If demand 
increases dramatically over the next few weeks, the hours of service may be increased. 

For more information, contact Bryan Carson, WKU Libraries' coordinator of Reference and 
Instructional Services, (270) 745-5007 or bryan.Carson@wku.edu. 
Bac!; to Top 

Black His/OJ)' Month @ }'our Ubl'lll} ' 
A Celebratioll of Kellfllcl.. y African Ameri clln Writers 
The Book Fest partners are sponsoring this celebration of the written word featuring some of 
Kentucky's finest African American writers: Marie Bradby, Sheila Williams and Crystal Wilkinson. 
These authors will read from their books and sign copies. 

Sheila Williams, author of The Shade afMy Own Tree, will appear at the Bowling Green Community 
College on Thursday, Feb. 5 at 7 p.m., and at Barnes and Noble on Friday, Feb. 6 at 7 p.m. Award 
winning children's author, Marie Bradby, will speak at the Bowling Green Public Library on 
Tuesday, Feb. 17 at 4 p.m. Crystal Wilkinson, author of Water Street, will appear at the WKU 
Glasgow campus on Thursday, Feb. 19 at 3 p.m., and at Java City on the WKU campus at 7 p.m. 

These events are free and open to the public. For more information, call 270-745-5016 or email 
jayne.pelaski@wku.edu. 
Back to TOil 
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"Artist Always: Erin Brady "Vors/wm" 
"Artist Always: Erin Brady Worsham," an exhibit of nine computer
generated prints, will open at The Kentucky Museum, Feb. 7 and run 
through March 28. The exhibit opening and reception will be Sunday, 
Feb. 8, 2-4 p.m. at the Kentucky Building. This event is free and open 
to the public. 

Worsham's art is amazing in and of itself; however, it is even more 
amazing when you learn that the artist, who uses a wheelchair and a 
respirator, creates her artwork with special software with an adapter, 
which she operates by raising and lowering her eyebrows. 

Technology allows this classically trained artist to continue working 
after having been diagnosed in 1994 with Amyotrophic Lateral 
Sclerosis (ALS, commonly referred to as Lou Gehrig's disease). 

For more information, contact Earlene Chelf (270) 745-5263 or 
earlene.chelf@wku.edu or check the website: 
www.wku,edu/Library/museum. 

Back to Top 

2004 Kentllc!..)' Live Series 
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"Big \1llheels Keep on TW11in'," is 
one of nine '~orks of 81t in the 
"Allist Always: El1n Brady 
Worsh81n" eX11ibit at the Kentucky 
Libr81Y 811d Muselun. A,i cO\u1.,y 

Kentucky Lilmuy .,ul Mu:;e\Ul\ 

With the generous support of Lowell Guthrie, Trace Die Cast, University Libraries is able to continue 
the very popular Kentucky Live presentations, a series of programs dealing with Southern culture, 

The 2004 series opens on Thursday, Feb. 12, 7 p.m., at Barnes and Noble with a presentation by Dr. 
Marion Lucas, professor of history and University Distinguished Professor, titled, "John G. Fee: 
Kentucky Abolitionist and Educator." 

On March 11 , the featured speaker will be Alice Gatewood Waddell, "African American Artist," and 
on April 15, "Jesse James" will be presented by author J. T. Stiles. 

For more information, contact Brian Coutts (270) 745-6121 or brian.coutts@wku,edu. 
Back 10 Top 

Famolls-Barr Used Book Sale 
The Famous Barr Used Book Sale is scheduled for Feb. 13-15 at the Bowling Green Public Library 
Depot Branch. Donations are currently being accepted. For more information, contact Jayne Pelaski at 
jayne.pelaski@wku.edu, or (270) 745-5016. 
Back to Top 

Far Away Places . . ,With Stran.ge SOlll/dil/g Names 
The Far Away Places series presentation on Nigeria, by Dr. Johnston Njoku, Modem Languages and 
Intercultural Studies Department, will take place on Feb. 19 from 7- 8:30 p,m, at Barnes & Noble 
Booksellers, 1680 Campbell Lane. For more information, contact the University Libraries Reference 
Office at (270) 745-6115 or web.reference@wku.edu. 
Back to Top 

Military Pioneer AI/lla Mac Clarke Headlil/es Black Histmy MOl/th ~ 
Observallce 
Anna Mac Clarke, a Lawrenceburg, Ky., native, played an important 
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role in the desegregation of the military in the 1940s, but few may know much about her. Clarke's 
impact on the military - and women's history - will be better known after a one-woman portrayal of 
Clarke by Haley S. Bowling of McKee, Ky., on Saturday, Feb. 21, at 1 p.m. at the Kentucky Library 
and Museum. 

Anna Mac Clarke was born in 1919, graduated from Kentucky State College in 1941, and went to 
work at a Girl Scout Camp in New York State to avoid having to become a domestic worker. 

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7,1941, Clarke volunteered for the Women's Auxiliary 
Army Corps (renamed Women 's Army Corps (WAC) in 1943). During officer's training in Iowa, she 
led the successful opposition to a proposal to segregate black soldiers into their own regiment. 

At Douglas Army Airfield in Arizona, Lt. Clarke made history when she became the first black WAC 
officer to command a white unit. She gained national attention after her protest against segregated 
seating in the base theatre convinced the commanding officer to ban segregation on the base. 

Clarke died a few weeks later from complications from a ruptured appendix. She was just 24 years 
old. 

Also planned on Sat., Feb. 21, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., is an art workshop led by Alice Gatewood 
Waddell for upper primary and secondary school-age children. Participants will design a Black 
History Month calendar by incorporating drawing, painting and collage. Cost of the workshop is $10 
per person; space is Limited so pre-registration is required. 

Throughout February and March, the Kentucky Library and Museum will also display an exhibit of 
20 photographs taken by Marlow Hazard. The photographs originally appeared in the 2004 Women of 
Distinction Calendar, distributed by the Bowling Green Hunlan Rights Commission. 

Finally, selected items relating to African American History and Heritage will also be displayed in a 
case located near the second floor entrance to Galleries K & L. Among the items is a photo of Dr. 
Walter F. Becket, the first African American physician to practice medicine at Bowling GreenIWarren 
County Hospital; items related to State Street Baptist Church; and a tribute to "Aunt" Frances Kersey, 
a freed slave who operated a successful restaurant and catering business on College Street. 

Bowling's portrayal of Clarke is a Kentucky Humanities Council Chautauqua presentation; it is free 
and open to the public. For more information or to pre-register for the art workshop, contact Lynne 
Ferguson (270) 745-2594 or lynne.Ferguson@wku.edu or Laura Harper Lee (270) 745-6082 or 
laura.harper.lee@wku.edu. 
Back to TOI' 
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