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'

I wrote this or: with the nat4 or's Picentenr4a1 Ceebration

in mine. It !ion corr:letee on Dec. 1, 1.975. I ho7,e the rus-

icians who perfcrm it will do so with the sare attitude of

pride in beina an Ar.eric,a1 that I feel and th-t I e::pericAtc-

ed as I -Trote it.

The underi-i-- --tive, in the beginning, was to write a "Bi-

centennial -4 c-" that would be totally different fror other

w010,:s that ,:ould be most surely coning cut in the '75-'76 Bi-

centero.ial year. I chose the vocal nediun first because the

ability to zirg is God's sift to ran. It is 'naturaltmusic.

I chose the brass accompanirent because of the rower of the

instrurents themselves, hinting at the power of the nation. I

chose rercussion to add flare, variety, and vitality, the vat:*

pulse and drive of the nation. To ny krowleer-e, the Fayflor

Corpoct, the Declaration of Independence, the Preamble to the

Conotitut4 on, Pne the PPdge to the Flag ha rl never before been

set to music s:s I did in Anerioa These are relatively

obseure docunerts in the rildio -orld and :et se vital to Amer-

ica's history. I conhired the t-e: 4 significant documents

In the histor: of the natien, -rd elcl tr-atise. kSee

narration for further eetails.) Finally, the .̂"4 -77inPa status

of these accrin:nts was that ..t:.ey were to be r,cae or recited;

so the :arratcr 7rovides the continuing story cf why Ar-erica

Si-.

There are two b..7.sic musical f:leas, that F-,e7-1 tc recur through-

out the 7iece. Cne is the use of V-I-V scale Ce7ree rattern

in both vocal and brass parts. This recurring oattern gives

the feeling of -1r..c7:ing vo':7ard.- The other is a recu_rrIng I-

V r,alody ttern in the tuba and tinr.2ni ::arts, ir-1

an old American T-arch.

•

1:14! piece is in oratorio forr. Ar7ain, I ho' 'the piece will

Ys b- 7erfored in the "spirit Arerica." I co'l't the

Ie.-sage jr .k7eri.c7 Slre-s to Ame,rica!

catcs,
Jr.



NAF AT ION:

America Sings! America sings because she's always been

heard singinz! Since her days cf infancy, she has had

much to sing about!

In those early days of colonization America was first

heard singing! The Pilgrims instinctively used their

voices in song ard huddled together in their storm-

ridden ship, the Yayflower. It was 7ovember, 1E20, and

soon winter .:,as sure to be7in its battle against them.

They must unite in order to survive. Las had to be

incorporated. !!any tines in the course of the long

journey to the New *Jorld tl,ey had joined hands, minds,

thoughts, and ideas in worship to their Creator. Now,

they must unite for anothor cause, one of buildnz a

govern7ent. This was the first true docurent of Arerican

history where people united themselves together to rake

law, with the law being based -n ccrsent of the gov-

erned. They wrote, ',We covenant o'Arselves together to

enact just a:-.d equal laws, for the general good of the

colony.02he Pilgrims, numbering ovar 100, had reason tc

sing, it was the beginni7g of democracy, it was the

Yayflower Compact. America sings:

aUsic)

,qpippinpmerrigOtappgripip•MPPWRIIIIVIIPIPP,
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A century and a half after the signing of the Compact,

Americans wore still cinging. Now though, they were

tired of being just rerbers of colonies of Great Bri-

tain. So, they cried and sang of freedom, of indepen-

dence. The people again united themselves to draw up

a document that would definitively state theintent of

America to gain independence from the mother country.

Delegates from each of the 13 coloines met in Phila-

delphia. On July 2, 1776, the Declaration of Indepen-

dence was signed by these men and was read to the pub-

lic on the 4th. War was inevitable! Some 15 months

after the battles of -Lexington and Concord, the Dec-

laraticn was adopted by the Continental Con,t7res.

merica hld -:nited for a cause.

A-

They had reaoon to

sing once aga'n. Jefferson wrote, 1r1hen in tie co' -

of human events, it becomes necessary for one people

to dissolve the rol:t'oal bands wh!.ch have connected

then with another, and to assume, arong the poiers of

the earth, the separate and equal station to which the

laws of nature and of nature's God entitle then,

decent res7ect to the opinions of mankind res-tres that

they shou-.d declare the causes which irrel them to the

separation. We hold these truths to be self-ovident:

that all men are created equal, that they are endowed

by their Creator with certain unalienoble rights, that

among teoo are life, liberty and the nurcwit of hap-

''r,ess." America sings:

(Music)
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(on cue) '?hat to secure these ric!hts, ernments ere
instituted among men, deriving their just powers from
the consent of the governed.

(on cue) It was but a decade after independence was
granted, that America was again sinring. It was evi-
dent that the Articles of C.:nfederaticn -ere useless
for secltrin: a strong central sovernment of the United
States. In those swalterinT hot 74url7er '?2y3 of 17E7,
55 delegates mat in 'rhilaPelphia to formulate a strong,
sure docur,ent of laws that would woe the supreme law of
the land.,." This was to be done with each stta retain-
ing their ineividuality and control over local affairs.
The docu7ent was finished on Sept. 17, 1787, and ratified
finally in June of the followin, year. The Constitution
of the United States as in effect. Americans had again
united for a cause. :hey had reason to sing. The Pre,7',1e
states, wje tha People, c the Un:Yted St-ites, in order to
form a more :erfect Union, etalish justice, insure d--
restic tranquility, rroviee for the cornon defense, :ro-
rote the co:reral .,:elf7.re, and secure the blessinzo of
liberty to c,Irs,lveo and cur rosterity Po ord-in 7.nd 7-

tablich this Constitution for thP 7nited of .
America

(music)



It . ; decades lat..:r at America was a-4 v,in

and whit a st,-4-es and white st,::rs
on a fi-1,4 of blue. This =lag -f the Un'te St'tes

•rerreTanted the o 4 7nal ,- o':n4 ec and the sunt
state- ef the Un'an. Old Glc.,7 waa sym'ol'c c al'
that had :-re before in h'st - ry cr the na-
tion--the '. -reams of thl' settle-.-s, the ide:as
stes in -:-he Com:-.7.ct, the un4 ty of a rrou: of col-
onies f4ghting for 4 rder:e:ence culrating in the :Dec-
laration, the struc:les of de-4 7ning a central
natir- nal gov-rnrent end'nz in the written Cont4tut4on,
and the co.-:.ntry suoccTing In nli 7: t'rese. The flag
underyent many chan=as in arpearance in the naxt few
years, but whenever or wherev:- '1,', of the U.S.
was seen flyng, it rerr=s?nted ..*-_7rerIca. In 12, a
verse w-,.s tten in hr,ncr cf the :lag of the U.S.
Since then, Arlericanc have recited that passage to
show res7ect, love, rnd af.r4.ration far 4.:eir
If A- rica ever had a reasn t:N n7w was the
for it -- c w-7- tten, 'I plee alle 4---rce to the
of the Un4ted State: of A7erica, an to the rar-lblic for
which 4t one nation under Grad, inf4 4v4.c4 hle, w4th
liberty yd "-.-r all." America u7.7.2s Ito oci-
05vCr ah7;ty to re her voice in or-n, fr A-rica
has on heard cin74ns'. Arcr'ca r4-73 

Arer4ca rin-ct
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0 A centu-y and a half after the signing of the Corpact, Americans were

!low though, they were tired of bcinr7 just members of colonies of

5reat Britain. So, they cried and sang of free(!om, of :idependence. The people

igain un'ted thrselves to draw up a docurent th-it would defin!tively :-tate the

intent of Arerica to gain independence fr7m the mcther ccunrry. Delegates from

each of the 13 colonies met in ihiladelshia. Cn July 2, 1776, the Declaration of

Inderendence was signed by these ren and was read to the public on the 4th. War

was inevitable! Sore 15 mcnths after the battles cf Lexington and Concord, the

Declaration was adopted by the Continental Crngrecs. America had united for a

cause. They had reason to sing once again. Jefferson wrote, "'When in the course

of human eve-.t, it becsres nese-nary fcr one people to dissolve the rs:itical

bands which have conrected them -,;ith another, and to assume, arcn: the powers of

the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws cf nature and of ntur-

God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they

shoud declare the causes which impel them to the separation. We hold these trut

to be self-evident: that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by the

Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and tl

pursuit of happiness. " America sings!
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was -.ut a decade after inle7endence was granted, that America was
It was evident that the ArtIols of Confederati-:n were useless

for a strong central govern:7[.nt of the Unttid Stat.7s. In those swelterin: hot
nu:'mPr d :%1 of 1787, 55 deles:ites met in h'lade - :h11 to formulate a strcns, 3
docurent of laws that would "be the supreme law of the land,.." This w ,s to be
done with each state retaining their ir 4 v1-1"?.14ty nnd control over -17..l affa'r -
The dos..;.ment was finished en S-pt. 17, 1 7 and ratified finally in June of -
following year. The C nstitut1on of the United Staes was in effect. Americans
had azain united for a cause. They had reason to sing. The Preamble states,
the people, of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union, estabT
justice, insure dorestic tranquility, crevide for the common defense, promote
general welfare, and secure the blesinms of liberty to ourselves and our roster:•
do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America."
America singsi
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It was but 3 decades later until America was given a gift:of red and white st7-e7 s on a f11 of blue. Ttis flag of the Un -colonie7 -ind the subse-luent staten of the U- on.
-:tc, before in the brief -•'ory of them--- the _rly het,1.3r_:, the ideals state:: in the "::arr - ot; theun ty of a 

irddence, culmin -ed ie the :te ztrl -:.es of A strong, c7ntral national T v teht, e-_-ing with the Conution, r.d the country succee.ling in all of these. Theunderwent many ch.-.7.es in aprearance in the next few years, but in whatever oror whenever the fT - 7 of the t.3. was seen **lying, it represented America.lS32, a verse w-sz: .:.'itten in honcr of the flag of the U.S. Since then, A-hav r,' ted that 7ssage to show respect, love and ad77iration for t'r-1--r _If Amel-ca ever had a reason to now was fcr it was writtenVV" Ipledge al.egiance to the flag, of the United States of America, and to the re-publ.ic for which it stards, one nat'on under God, indivisible, with lberty andjustice for all." America uses its' 3od-given ablity to rai.se her vT'ice inscrz, for America has always been heard singing. America sings.....,1z.ica sin -
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