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1%..11--1: 7oLase of ti.e life cf I7r7in

clirec; cn l'rectionO :%-t..vc vith

Cf..I;Ser;thz.. 12-ce trt7rite tie • 1-1th

E.,ffIrt,z fcr 

tne theE":6.

LLe 
ret]7:•=.-.7t.

?riest rtordes Ls ti.€, E-.71,:e•ect

;.7-_-a"...eft.1 for -Lin itterczt itF.

'•ilsor,of the :Jecrtzent. of .-.L-clf.sh in --..estern 1:er-

f3t: 171EL cx.--;ress 7:7 (..et-

cf thir



I

ma?,

r. tne m:,re tnar three sl.rt stories,

7hich stare. fore=oct in the real::: cf s..:rtafnee ficti,n, Trv;rr 3obb

hLs :.aL.e a nJtstle acntritier -.4) the Leveler-nett of that phase of

literature.
J.•

r.st ent.,:c.',7y, en ?riLL:-., .7.1:he 2.3,1E76, in ot.e cf the

nest pretcttielsbces f a small it:, wh-ich then consisteL ef eicht

Irvin Z.hrt:v-stor7 :c.tb NTer the first seoom

onilu amon,7 chil:Lret nor tu :2 S:1srS

2z i1ns7me, Shre771-.:77, vra: hfr:. fn irtor cf

• Jhrr-vs.- v-as irtA friet4: of irvi2

▪ hLs L',:zrf..viated nie:re17 to the --ctter "S," fi.,mnus vr1ter

_

is cvm sily as Irvin S. Cobb, humorist, shru-ster7: rriter,acd novelist.

7 1C '27

e....:catPc.in the atC

- orris iL hic

re.venteti fro!: :hel:n his soh:_elinE

hi; -.7-Es Fo:_roely rixtte.2., tht.t is his C ar ,rfv.te seioi-

7'=lits .Lith:u:11 not a eulleqe

C:St

_
7 7' -

4
7:bc-t E. -ZTiO, 17,:r - rf::, -. an C.-...,

_1716,,-...16.



..`otb re3e'.veu the honLirL..r:..? err f cr o Lcv.'s from the

5
:r.fversit7 of C-eor(ria i from :::.rt77.onth

, seveteer Irvi. .C3bbet into
6

l.ews office at e, nov ti.e re-•-•s_   ctb renorter.

:rs1.E.ter 1.,ecame eLitor Of the     :e7s. 'Cobb

ined in rel.:E.:lacer ror;, f3r eig.hteen arc, one half 7e,rs; 11( spent a

little more tar eitt:-..;; of these -rith rev:s. .erc, three th

anL. se,ver. vrith !or:

i-. the Itr. C..)bb left the nevs27.1a7•:,r f-ield 7 o become

ttaff 3orn.ricuzcr fcr His ac staf:

3cirt•riti:tcrfr this mai...-anine  ttthe

E - irto —lreatur

tr_roucf:: r features, the for:-...al ,:rtranee c:irv

Z. Cobb into the n.a.r.:.zine field was welocmeo. all over the Unitee. States.

7( 1^,  Ft C4. October 1=1,1t-11,carried ar  

L'.16LL "2--;-.C.; 01-en e.EO

later teL e ncv •TI:O.re ?riest r.Lrrat4 ve.s.

lc,- '-he -re c: creater

7

.?...7,ta; r-..:ncr

•



:4!7 ellec cvm?Lris= ri;:h r%..11cf the Ii3tse cf Usher" and •.,ther ELL)riPr

i.r L11 i'oe; z.. t17-enty-rte narra.tives of his rre::.test ch.L.recter.

e 7.4:I-Ise life cha cc crltics t3 Cobb's

v-Ith itrret Harl,e's; tLec vc11:.:7.nes on the. war; L .7. ?CIL e  ,

Orect.his first n-..N.-e1. w3und 121_-.. the year ;7,7 v:f.nr-in!-7 the G'!--e7.rz-

Lv-,ar(- 77'ith t;A: first shLrt st.orr rrcte fc.sr the Cc,sr..:-.1-,.:•1. -.7 7.-7-_rs

.10

It is r:::tdier :hat e7er.77 one c.,:f Irvin Cobt•S e:f.cent

his nvel,   have beer. fi.crect fro7r. Etcrito ana art-
. _

-.her DC-iez..

3!-7 the r:ccTls CO bb hLE vritteh tcnecr17 al: or

1-7:izr. her:::: state. thlrty

c-t; 7_nt c177.7 1re set fr 1t770',777 s:!snes. r:re

'bour.c. 2ne ..;f: these storf•zs E E. rher, it is

I.erred that they. alonc: N-f.th other stories c• the S11:ecrass, ere lerf-ely

7.h‘, t-Etc,r:•

ir 7-s.r1 t co: f 01; C .1'.r!eCt stcries

are fc.ran!'_ , 7"...n, 17.n 7:TA: 

E C., ":77'' 7;-•r-ress
  I
11

237-nsc.na,":rvfn

: :f



  Yeni.er   ;-riest L.rc T-7-ir S. CCU.

1,1

mest caricatl:rec: ,.-riting mani. iLr. Oobb is -rel:ertly

reu i^ rEf0eZT3E! t. h -!:: loyal a:tit:. ae towarL ;etercy.

It is sitF-L:lari:. zre tnat a r_tive-bcrn iientucan bolainf- 1:7-tlis-

nLted tsrimacy preFe:it-aay humorsts ant:. sh:,rt-story rriters !s

visc the state's cht.ef advocate an.1 7nost devoted c!t5zen. It h..=..s Leer Er,vf

a score of years since the prlfic rriter introauaea Cla arc

l'r;est.inuc tLaz zime a regz,lar stream of literatore has povree nom his

T)en dealinc, with &rcai her Teo-ole.

IrviL h1;%:::r rever r.ri nor crtel. it .iorz tubtlef oot

Ee has zhe atility to imnal,c

tT) .f-ELf 01.:t

heart of a frieLd: ;hese are the trsits vhich rill rive his N-or: per.aar-

e.ioe•

f-r. is mass of rir,e exilerferoe

saracity,ho-ever .2layfu1 he 1y be on t. ,-; sl:rf&oe.cr,e

s av. re of an &irn3rt .7o:.nscnian '.;n1rn=.117: .Lez:.ti.t. It
tie= 3' -die

of zr,-e ef

thc tecr7 thr_.-t the -21,77

fis r7:' the •.;  the t::--;1--no.1:6 of every narrsziNe.

Ee has not 1-.1t€1: =r7 Et:nlec er that fictinist,

lr
1E,

]2:;,icc.



he has create L a character in .'ue ritt that rill be named in the sar

brea:.h with hi-aself as long as he lives and after his Leath. Zne chief

characters of his first novel come from the land of his birth, the land

of his best short stories ard humorous articles, the land of his neonlo,

hig lohr-aved erttcv. :r.obb'& best short stories v,ere a:.reftaly

composed,and he cid not be -in to write cntli the facts CI: at co -

16
2he Phan c.s with ease scmethinr like une husored and

17
thirty thccsand

:he ?ries -. tales hLve given JaLucah m ch prestire, arC

nrouL cf the .7ot€1 Irvin %';obb,ramed in honor of the famcus

and hunlorlst rhc refers to ;,a uoah as "bac-- home." The Irr'n Dobb,

eipht-stor structrre,wts onenea in 1.11,19.
16

L:r. Cobb's vereatilfty is evideced by his success as a short-storzT

writer,hove1ist.war-corres7ondent,speal:er,radio star,and motion-picture

actor.

a -.)7:e star is pure varit:,- or r.,:r part. I'm
st conceite enouf-li to .ait nt..Er simt7

:Tears oiL before startitc a total:LT- ner

Lr.'3Lb1 is abontt s.cs a ner contract vith the 7,- ertieth Centnry-

20
Fo.7: (-,tuLizos cal'in7 him -t.,7) star in tr-J =re 7,-Iatnres. i: c the

16
-red G.:,e;:man,'T7-Tan..Lom F..-r-Imoc-at,r'er-.70,r:-

17

lE

Jareo-r,"



Et7- e: 4.1f TtC.t;

vrich he api,eared rith -ill :oe-cre.

c thLt  .cti -• ore both effcrts to cut do-ir.

c.:.:rethfrc rE thirc:,see,or

" •r'T :r Icrc17 yc're
re T.co?Le. Thereib e heap of fur occaectea

.1I'd startea forq. -rears af-u."'-

ycz..av. Cot', ::.7.irtained an a.-cart:ent or ?er .:"..verue

ris t•sumcr horae et &Et Earrptsr, Lev!

Sfroe r:.he novirr-7ictl,rc f:CL;re-ht,s

rurz.h:..Eeu - e:Ire i sL.:arnica. 1rTir Con

fcr, rd-c •=7.- Lim bert r Leart Via

%-

1.2'rEu



t 4

•

441, -;ritst c.r.nes t., mini/ as the st o'lear tv of chLre.cter th: t

r:Ten LS. :HE abornus in tr.e rra.t;enr simni it

the romElace cf cei:ti7tent Lnu has become c,:n:r1O1-tiLx tc Iittr-

:,tt-,re.where he belotT.s Fo perfectiy.

11';17c cretec., .7tuge l'riE St, character thLt hL.s hi,7 ..rmort!,

Le cc;ries

hbov.t, art/ arctrr.: thfr in7 C f til-XL of his the s.7

bt:on of U.ecrf-e Lorimer,eCiter tf 

ir.b

Ihe  

Lt,LE:rto" the ptroe of fiction a rew ty.ne

La-the:7, t -Tell' Pcitue:fter, who it 1.6-3. 7;E:;- re ,zfs

ted ir ,7.,-)olnrter,Oc2oroc,m,cae a me!torabLe visit to rez York,

rescr•ed hiF   fr,:,m the of nr:tea syscri:,.tcrs, ar6 /r.s cr t1J,

r ir 7.he :11C75.1:,r—picre incl:str:! z.!,7

In the •.,rfr-fnti cesipn.hrever„'Eff rLs merely a

!• tLe ni a Sc; tfl :t cic.1—eLls„ .7rEff„ 7,un

rnasi .r 4'r. him; Lrd of that tf-eci .7ttare :priest -.7-Ls torn,

first c'tory r:Lrif7ing the cIt, e -;nehreO. in the

4
11,f ssue of a( t- L.ost Lnu. was c.

c.irrin L.

7 r f, nts.



8

It v -ith instal.;favr,2onse!...:Einf- tanc ai-•pedled beth the

7rot:::.• and the cic. has been folicv,ed bz• half hundred Juden ?rest

• ;he 'f-c.3 of thirty -Eiz had been livinf• iz• the north

cin-ht yearn. the fiction he had betn readinz,•,

cor7i•reed hir. that the averhce Sdv•theraer rlisret:resentea in

ry of the storf ti.Lt ',ere ..rritten abcve the .....ason end :.ixon line. In

the nfo t. Fo'ie the author se: of tfee Ivell-r.;ea.ning but imac..-

inar7., Southern F nellEe iters. fere:lc:2 ths seil.

tr I ::.•.rth to live it Se€r. t !T:e that ;he Sot:-
rner c fictidn e:7 th ir the v:as Pererall7 -lvst
that - nothinF else; tr•-•'.e that had t(1 'vst clain
.on elf c;,sr.ce and yet a type that ct.rrert15. accel:tecl an a
v•art

Irvin 2abl.-: tro-re frem the tracitinal Southern t7.-oe ata introdrced

v-dmen and men in the South as he be: them in

an a.vera.fre community.

"I to deszrice I believed to
cver:".1-C ethers it E6' it

11:7_ (i Sec f t. teridl I ere,.-- trTor. the life cf thzt
as I '- (EL it.

S. inai:!. I vrote v.-hat I considered to be e.
s.7. ries cf oictures,o-:t of the life cf c tc-rn in the 'estern
r.-_rt Ecttl;cky."6

It to cerrect the tv'iSt6d conception of the reentuokia:. as it

in the mirLs Gf the tt Cobb terah 5s tr.;:o

:-..vPs

Ibid. -

J•"ehn :Is : o. rerr

reas too, 1:e my,-o •Tv&-e arieot.

1:7 Y7--.17TE .



trrer ever formtl in iii.errtLre.

xne En,;. wocceeiinr volumnes Ls the beet rep-esentt,tive So!:th-

E

:here Lre in L11 iscr1.7:- .1.«Lre .1tet stcries:

  -
ir

9 i:-. ?rlest
  4-.CCC.7.71: LS

I. frTrCL_r_d Cons,
t? in  ae Doctor

Place tc  
5 Ti

c-r '1"naer r'fth JtC.pe Priert'
cr& Irv-ir C. C:obb

rfe7

coLsict ertIr 5.;CrE-.t of

9ir h.af.L7i1,eL,thr.,:=7rv j bee', 1:1:10 ehe6 lLter in 1:-‘;I:C.

inciCert7 -elotez. in :Le

ert herd 177 thc rheni vert rtr r Tc1Shrev.T.L-.7ry

to the home f .TIALce Priest. In the oner_inc.! paragraph of "L Dogr.ec L'r.Ler

Irvin Cot;1; TriSitC•

"Cne 7r rff7rts v=ef-1-7- 1:J1C: 1.;s- e:... to
1..hen Le cszt t , the everfr:- C1c1 -)rf

'ere ne c_cter,
if :t w7t-r 7 - :17 'Id. t

the 2.077 -;---16E :raC.
the hct. - Lr-e 1.•rf_cfst'r. -7E.ff

L tr.- or else rzi•rt
-..3.:1(1 aft wo;o1,,I
Lt.€17 of_ •r7- oLre Imees

f

7.7:he C.
;2'r- - T•L

9
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rt
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I

Leen N:urti. ar.7 bcr's t.a listen the ccr.i.y ft.L.t

cr ?riest's frcrt prch. IrTfn rioh sLt iot the feet c

i.;urzilLrr &r:(1 hErbcred :-:isuom for tLe ft:ft:re 7,7eLrs.
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T •r

Ir. 'chest:- of • €: 0-)•°:1 €!F z.H. 2. E. "'WO

rcd ErFc, ir, t71:1.4-t: st ,rç tL1- is

hc.t :-,......ruL117 ct a tor.-.:h icr th(i.

ri-T.7.-.e.ser':-.r. the

cf thE: :•, ever:. 2h€se rtcrfeE

lect-.1i th intereFtinr.

that ii- 117.- ir. Oobl.;

a real r.,ers.-r. .:f; t 7.) f t::_e c:-.7..racters

f:r F ri.-±:-.oveol to aL other r;art of for

r.tc.r:cs rca1:- t1ise. evei: nor: 0z-1N-es Irrir S. Cobb's

stor7- ?rier_t, "7.ercls printecI ir_

.:rao e " <-• •T- t :crt

r cf ?riest, a1s3 sf

ac=frcr,7. cf thc

-Keen 2ar , in reLl lifF -'-a7.71 C. ,

near l&F,f• a_nt.. F

1
f'cr

Cctfo.'f - • •



L'tit, c:-..terk.t.tcr was,

r: tr•3

Eze

5
were btrr:

1!_17C:3" rat a rtrtiei-

.":•.oett —efenLecia ct UC:CE in -;;I.e cf er—

fcrr:ier17 resiZ.ed. ir PL.:.;a1:4

rbett 7-as ::-eL te:::;:

L.:. t:. •-n7re charz_cter
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• starL:.

of -LI::: Lf the
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:Jeer f.locuty, r '

so, _xi ver iil1y arletrr—

er Cotyc Pz.A.11: CLL.
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C' 1:LeEt
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.2he
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212.. e E
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'L cf uleease 7-E....2:tet tC ee fu-r

las cf•ro-_!. ;71.- ti-rTe F is

aican -s:rt arcl E 1. zleu ie. c:ff the strect

the ---eat....er-'74.atc-n re t!-.:a ir

CreCt c tht. ?r4est

lnuer

ccotrrchueo.

L 71e..ster.1 a tr,..e -Erf_r7 in

-....ral.s.frrea. by its actval hero, Urcic.

Z..7r0tc the; Ircrs "Tive 1-7s-rfirer„1

la ' . f thEt-

=.rrZ,t:vee,, aru ittle

z'riest his Lni‘ tLt& CC arirsc)oez..t

i iZ, er rorral:rec above
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• 1:- 7,..6C:-.1 a cf.:• EeLry E. 21.-Lor:r4cci,-.., •...ri.;.er 7:hose t.-L:tel

rf..z e;:veerce.—

:).Tiest FT". ries' .  I '...ctor;

t " 

StrinrE:" river 1.'6 L. r7.4.:1-7_::E - 7*`.1. et Ls

LL fr o

.s_t. L.:Lc.

f To:7

:LE te, 1
*Ca:

S 7:":1'; : : . 7. • LL

; . 7. T. - t 1-7

f• .

.̀:,1 • .7 7.-1 ,_•

trt -_r:- :7 :r

er t the tr.;

f

1:r..•

E- L.. 17—, •_ r7 rt

of .".. L tr:-7: t

t

:17'LL•-•.'1":_. C-5:

wvz. ,• • - _



-
-A

. •

•

- Lis Loz:•„ ic

terz.*.r- v.:t the :lc::11C Ci -r

•

firct vt:

12:" e c.

- ter i€: .

the

cr ECEr:..713

2.. rere

71" E

. • _

".. , ; :•.:

.•

:

cf :le

. ' .

•



7

-,E!" r•-ieu

'
.7. •-ri: latavc - • -f

f., .tL

- r

7c1: ft.rt t. e , .7eLre: t Ei

:I

. y.;1., 7%. r•

TE tivz- , t

, ic ' t

t

car:,

1•.::„c1r re

":777 • t



:

.'"••• • • -• •

.;...17 ST. 

S  Lt.‘21'.• .

• • L_ :I:. • r_•

t' E

C.t.t".

- • t-

" L-

• - :

. i,•••

t . _ • • r'

zai..rio:.-•

Z' r s T:1 C. 7e r z e

: •

:rt -

t.7.* • ..-

„

•



• . • .

t.;i. • -..- 4.t: L,...ze

i:.c

7.-.7• 1.0.-•:;, 

0i7 _ •. L 

-

t ^

C. "2

_ 
--ur

• f.

EL:)..•.•.err,ere :17

_-• • L

:1 c-,:t

-

td.

- .

72, : '• _ 7



-tr L

r.r

ez,z1;

'

f

..r

."..t.; • ;

it. Li

!F.F. • t

or, c-P

from

Le fcr

r •

Ce f

_ _ ; • : f.:.



Et-  r :r

1L - c•- f:_ce

Z

Fcrs.c.),"

"-- -1 ore: c'•." ine e

, thf

__.7- • : - ft:. €r€ j.

707 •

,•C

• • • "' E. t,. .i.• -.7s7f.cr. "

7-6'.

1, T•"Z.- e ,

7.7 re ;7. 7"], - •

• 7"It or -



•

•

. Lri„. 7117 ../...7.Lr Oc:

, :



'

"::e

L.c71E.-

"1..7

•

• • .1.:" ' v." -1

, Jet. e

•

: . •

t-

11

" tf 1ll

41 
:Li 1

—

.•

••••••:,

"1,••



'

s

.1•1&:E.

'3*

_

7

:7_71:en

!ItJ

•3 ••

.3 •• 

•$,

It

1 C.:, •

t

• -7%1,1.7 =ost.

3/

-3 •• "



•••

• _

"...reef.; 1. of is

".;"eat .41;7
: -crnir„:7"

•Ei.1

...L. .1-1:

ti

•T

tj

• ' 1

•

ift

Z.5



Co-:fn." t, e

a-7-L-r-cr-nct!--: • ",;-..;Li.v.o rittZu:Jes Cc..-!cr---,-.. -.7.1•-1„.L-pr11. 7,1932.

, C., Ce'ot•E :Lc st

Lift.

..`r€L. C., b.r.L ' r of Irvr: S. C,c,Ift, l'ers-Le=cerct,

G., ;;;;;I: nil 7. , C.,.

,

,

Letter ritcr,

ri ter,

'

•-• -

'

.11



7,7

Cr.: 1;1 •  ,77.1.- If,

2C. .1r

.r__ S

"  c. a', 7- , .

, e , "1r -;•-: -
L  , IV C Z. ,

a Z., "Jels•-trr'_7.-.ff..-F. -f
936 7.

," - • ,"

" • . ...a- -.7 a ''  ?:-

s ":

-11


	Western Kentucky University
	TopSCHOLAR®
	8-1936

	Irvin S. Cobb & the Judge Priest Stories
	Katherine Logsdon
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1526312685.pdf.9Q2eP

