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-~acts at a Glance -~acts at a Glance 
iIi Faculty Fall 2000 

Western's faculty teach courses at the main cam pus in Bowling Green and at 
10 other locations throughout South Central Kentucky. Through the use of 
the world wide web and satellite technology, WKU ' s faculty are extending 
learning opportunities to students across the Commonwealth and nation. 

Nearly $21 ,000,000 was awarded 
to faculty and staff for research. 
instruction, and public service 
projects in fiscal year 2000. 

iIi Academics 
Western Kentucky University aspires to be the best comprehensive public 
institution in Kentucky and among the best in the nation. 

iIi Graduates 
Offering degrees al the associate, baccalaureate, masters and specialist 
levels, WK U confers approximately 2,500 degrees annually. 

iIi Students Fall 2000 
Students come to Western Kentucky Univers ity from) 10 Kentucky counties, 
44 states, and 59 foreign countries. Western ' s youngest student enrolled in 
Fall 2000 was 16 years o ld; the o ldest student was 90. 

40% of entering 
fre"hnlen graduated 

in the top quarter 
of their high 
school class. 

iIi Residency 

3 out of 5 entering 
freshmen had a high 

school GPA of 
3.0 or higher. 

WKU's Student Life Foundation will spend $40 million to renovate and 
update 14 residence hall s by 2004. 

Renovations Per Year 
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- g)id You Know? 

It University Success 
• Increasing enrollment 4.4 percent since 1998 has led to 

Western Kentucky University experienci ng more growth 
than any other comprehensive university in Kentucky. 

• In a recent alumni survey, 97 percent of graduates agreed 
that Western Kentucky University is making progress 
toward becoming a top-ranked university. 

lti Program Success 

• For the third consecutive year, Western 's Forensic Team 
captured the International Forensic Association World 
Championship in Prague, Czech Republic. 

• Three new programs---civil, electrical, and mechanical 
engineering-will be introduced in Fall 2001. Western is 
onc of three institutions in Kentucky that otTer engineering. 

• The Col/ege Heights Herald, Western 's student newspaper, 
completed a third consecutive sweep of college 
newspaper's top awards by winning two Gold Crown 
Awards from the Columbia Scho lastic Press Association. 

It Student Success 

• To help first-time students make a successful transition to 
university life, Western has developed a series of Academic 
Advising and Retention Support Programs designed to 
enhance student success in college through a combination 
of placement testing, study ski lls improvement, career 
investigation and tutoring. All first-year students are 
required to participate in components of this program. 

• WKU 's undergraduate colleges offer more than 150 
program s of study. Western students enjoy one of the 
highest rates of success among Kentucky college graduates 
in gaining admission to medical , dental, veterinary, and 
pharmacy schools. 

• More than 200 campus organizations and c lubs provide 
Western students opportunities to pursue special interests. 
Organizations inc lude departmental clubs, honor societies, 
professiona l societies, service o rganizations, and soc ial 
fraternities and sororities. 

It Support for Success 

• In 2000, private support was up more than 43 percent, 
topping $8.2 million. Western 's combined endowment has 
increased to $37.4 million, including the addition of70 
new endowed scho larships. 

• Four new endowed professorships have been added to the 
University, bringing the total number to 16 since the 
program began in 1999. 
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Benchmark Comparisons 
Western benchmarks itself with institutions identified by the Kentucky 
Council on Postsecondary Education to gauge progress toward strategic 
goals. The benchmark information presented here highlights data from the 
200) edition of US News & World Report 's America's Best Colleges. 

Slate University IS,444 6% 1,744 
Slate University-Fresno 14.767 1% 853 

Missouri Slate University 9,074 7% 141 

Illinois University 9,861 2% 1.077 
Michigan University 11% 525 

lIIinois Slate University 17,705 2% 1,800 

Indiana State University 9,33" 7% 547 
Michigan University 7,301 13% NlA 

Missouri State University 7,474 11% 162 

Little Rock N/A N/A 

Carolina at Greensboro 10,286 9% 

Iowa 12,100 4% 

Chester University ofPeMsylvania 10,078 11% 

5,352 7% 

10,434 
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