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WESTERN KENTUCKY ~lATE COl.LEGE 

80WLING .... tEEN . KIONTU CKY 

April 2 1, 1965 

M r . Ha r old H . Huffman 
Executive Vice-President 
Bowl LDg Green-Wa rren County 
Chambe r of Commerce 
438 £alt T enth Sheet 
B owling Green. Kentucky 

Dear Harold : 

COpy 

I a ppreciate the time and attention which you a nd Carl gave 
t o the dhcu •• ton held in your office yelterday. and 1 am especially 
plealed with the a ralP which both of you bave r egarding tbe matte r 
of an a rea vocational I c hool and ita value to our ieo gr aphic a rea . It 
i. especially appropriate for the Chamber of Co mmerce to take t hb 
•• a proj ect at this tim e einee M r. Martin a Dd M r . Uton had talked 
with you lometimG ago regarding the need for a bui lding . it. a t some ­
time in the futu re . 

1 feel that we were on the ria ht track i n diacu •• ing the po •• ibUity 
of thh vocational achool being located in tbe new indu. trial development 
a rea , north of Bowlin a Green. Thh new facUity could be a decisive 
factor in the future devel opme nt of th15 area , a n d the loca tion would 
ltimulate interelt on tbe part of induatrlal pro. pects w ho contemplate 
cOmin, t o B owling Green in the future. 

1 have reported to Pre.ident Tbomplon of your excellent reaction. 
a nd be was hi&h1y gratified to l earn of the proi re •• ive a pproach t hat you have 
taken to this matter . Presid ent 'Ihomp.on a.pecially alked that 1 convey 
to you bia perlona l intere.t in t b e vocationa l s chool proa ram and to a •• ure 
you of the dellre of We stern Kentucky State Collese t o I upport your effort. 
in tbe eatabll.hme nt of a dellr.bl e location in every way poI.ibie . 

1 am vitally intere.ted in tbie a. a member of the Boa r d of Dir ector. 
of the Chamber of Commerce and if I can l ive a •• iatance In this c a pac:lt y or 
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in any other way, plea.e feel free to call upon me . 

Si ncerel y youre, 

Dero G. Downing 
Dea.n of Budne •• Affai re 

DGD:vbg 

cc: : M r . Carl N. Kelle y 

Blind c c: Dr. Kelly T hom p80n / 



~ oc.ational 
School Sites 
Proposed 
The clly and county boards 
~ education and the city~un­
, Chamber of Commerce to· 
lay aODOuDced proposal, of 
~te$ for I new Western Area 
{ocalional Sehool b u j I din g 
lete. • • • 

The c ity board', propotll 
as fOt locating the school on 

I 10·12 acre site adjacent to 
ligh Street School. 

The counly board', proposal 
!'U to locate the school on • 
1.5 acre trad aD the 50 • Icre 
:nmpul of Warren Co u n I y 
Righ School. 

And the Cham.ber of Com· 
cree and the Industrial Foun­

elation bave proposed loeatiog 
the school on a campus within 
the new Industrial Park uDder 
development 011 tbe Old louis­
ville Road. 

The 5 i te proposali we r e 
made at a meeting of vocation- , 
at school officials and other in· 1 
tcrested per$los with F red A. 
Martin, director of Trade and 
Industrial Education, state De-l 
partmcnt of Education. 

Dr, W. R. McNeill, cit y . 
s c h 0 0 I superintendent, em· 
phasized that the city board I 
was proposing the site 1'1 e II r 
High Street School as an ideal 1 
location, and not as a site I 
which the school board would I 
furnish. 

lIe said that the Uman Re· 
newal Agency has expressed ' 
an interest in helping secure 
the site if the vocational 
school should decide upon it, 
and added that the board is 
willing to cooperate in In y 
!t.'ay possible. 

. The site proposed by the 
; county school officials would 
, be part of tne present Warren 
, County Higb School campus. 
{ Although Mthur Reynolds, I 
. county school superintendent, 1 

Continued on pag. 7. column 5 j 

Vocational 
Continved fro", pIItte 1 

\ could not be feached for elab· 
oration, indications are t hat 
use of the site at War r en 
County Higb would hinge on a 
consolidation plan for county 
schools which would not reo 
quire cOllsiderable future ex· 
pansion of Warren Co U n t y 
IlJgh's phYsica l plant. . .. .. 

Thl. probably -."kI "' . a " 
that II new higb school (or 
schools) would be constructed 
elsewhere. with Warren Coun· 
ty HIgb becoming au elemen· 
tary school within it$: present 
buildings. 

Industrial Foundation 0 r f i· 
cials. wbo ear lier indicated a 
willingness to belp find a site 
for the new v~atJonal school 
building. have proposed use of 
a portion of their 190·acre In· 
duslrial Park on the Old Lou· 
isville Road. 

Phillip Hampton. director of 
the vocation school. said t h e 
Interested groups have until 
.July 15 to make formal pro· 
posil.!! of sites to the State 
Board of Education. 

He said the state must be fur· 
nlshed by local interests. and 
win be deeded to the ltate ed· 
ucation department . 

After tbe sites are proposed , 
a ~mmittee probably - ap· 
pointed. by the state board -
wj1J choose the site. Ha mpton 
said . 

Construction should be UD· 
derway by spring of 1966, he 
said. Latest indications are 
that the total «lst of the struc· 
ture will run about $1.5 mil· 
lion. he said . 

Approximacly 20·24 
Will he taught in the 
S<luare • foot building, 
too added. 

lrades 
100,000 
Hamp. 



WESTERN KENTUCKY STATE COLLEGE 
BO WLING G REE N. KE NTU CKY 

MEMORANDUM TO : Dr. Kelly Tho mpson, Presid ent 

This is to r e port to yo u on a meeting which Mr . L argen and 
I attended yes t e rday mornin g at W estern Hills Restaurant for the 
purpose of discussing the const ruction of a new Western Area Vocational 
School in Bowling Green or Warren County. 

Mr . Phil Hampton preS ided and turned the meeting ove r to Mr. 
Fred Martin who spoke at conside rable l engt h regarding the need for n ew 
fac ilities i n vocationa l education and the educational objectives which his 
department was attempting to achieve. Mr. Martin was most compli­
mentary of Weste rn in his rema r ks and exp r essed a ppreciation for the 
fact that the College had been so cooperati ve throu gh the years in the 
o p eration of the present facili t y. He made several statements , the mos t 
important of which provided the followin g information . 

(1) Funds have a lready b een budgeted to construct a new 
Vocational School in this area in the amount of $1,200,000.00 . 
Mr. Mar t in i n dicated that in his opinion the fa cility w ould 
cost in exces s of $ 1, 500 , 000. 00, and he fe lt tha t the additional 
funds would be made available when the plans were comple t ed. 

(2 ) An arch i t ect has been a ppointed by the Department of 
Finance a nd is prepared to commen ce work immediately upon 
the plans fo r the n ew Vocational School as soon as a sit e is 
acquired. 

(3 ) A site of twelve (12) to twenty (20) acres will be r equir ed 
for th e facili t y . 

(4) Mr. Martin expressed the belief that the facilities woul d 
b e doubled w ithin a perio d of five years and indicated that the 
original building would b e t he initia l phase of a compre he n s ive 
vo cational center. 

Following Mr. Ma rtinis comments, Mr . Hampton called upon me 
to m ake any statement which I fe lt appropriate in representing Western 
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Kentucky State College. I made a brief statement expressing appreciation 
to the appropriate persons and emphas i zing the outstanding job which had 
been done and i s being done at the present Vo cational School on t he 
Russellville Road. I told t he group of our genuine interest in the vocation ­
a l education program and expressed re g ret that we did not have sufficient 
land to re-locate the school somewhere on the Western Campus. I told 
them of the developrnent of t he Master Carnpus Plan and of the early 
recornrnendation that had been made by Johnson, Johnson, and Roy r e­
gard ing l and utilizat ion on the Western Carnpus. 

There was considerable discussion, and it would become too 
involved for rne to atternpt to go int o greater detail except to mention the 
fact t hat there were three offers to give immediate and concrete assistance 
by providing an appropriat e site . 

(1) Mr. Charlie Stewart, Chairman of the Bowling Green 
Indus t rial Foundat ion and a mernber of the Boa r d of Directors 
of the Bowling Green- Warren Count y Charnber of Comrnerce , 
rnade a very excellent statement in which he mentioned the 
fact t hat the Charnber of Cornmerce and the Industrial Founda ­
tion had been studying this lTlatter for several weeks. He gave 
assurance that the Indu s tr ial Foundation would provide s ufficient 
acreage in the new Industrial Park on the Louisville Road or 
if this location proved unsatisfactory, steps would be take n 
to provide a site e ls ewhere. 

(2) Dr . McNeill rnade a statement and proposed that ten (10) 
acres of land would be made available by the Bowling Green 
Board of Education at the location of High Street High School. 

(3 ) Mr. Arthur Reynolds stated that the County Boar d of Edu­
cation was in position to provide fifteen (1 5) acres of land in 
the general vicinity of Warren County High School. 

Each organization concerned agreed to prepare a written proposal 
on the site that was being offered and submit it to the State Departrnent of 
Education prior to July 15 . Mr. Martin stated that the sites would be con­
sidered b y a cornmittee, taking int o consideration all the fadors that woul d 
serve as reasonabl e criteria for _the selection of a s uitabl e location . The 
eventual decision would then be rnade by the State Board of Education, and 
it was hoped that actual construction could cornmence around t he first of 
the year . 

Following i s a list of those who were present: 

Mr . Phil Hampton 
Mr. F r ed Martin 
Mr. E d Brown 
Mr . Harold Huffman 
Mr. John Hines 
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Mr . Mike Bardin 
Mr. Cliff Colernan 
Mr. Pr e ston Miller 
Mr. Arthur Reynolds 
Mr . Ray Garner 
Mr. Claudi s Harris 
Mr. Basil Griffin 
Mr . Denvil Barringer 
Mr. Charl es Stewart 
Mr . Carl Kelly 
Dr. W . R . McNeill 
Mr . Otto Matti 
Mr . Charlie Cherches 
Mr. Norman Lewis 

Respectfully yours, 

~!a!::!7 
Vice President 
for Administrative Affairs 

cc : Mr . Harry Largen 



WESTERN KENTUCKY STATE COLLEGE 
BOWLING GREEN. KENTUCKY 

.ueIN." Ol'"I'" I C IE August 12, 1965 

MEMORANDUM TO : Dr . Kelly Thompson , President 

You will recall the earlier r epo rt which I made to you r egardin g 
the meeting h e l d at Western Hills several weeks a go for the purpo se of 
discussing the procurem e nt of a landsite for the Western Area Vo cational 
School. At that meeting . three sit es we r e indicated as being made available 
should the State Department of Educat ion c hoose eithe r of them . 

( 1) The Industrial Development Site located in the recently 
acquir ed Indus trial Deve lopment Ar ea north of the C ity . 

(2) Acreage located adjacent to the High Street School wa s 
offered by Dr . W.R. McNe i l l. 

(3) Superint e ndent Reynolds indicated t hat the Count y Sc hoo l 
System would p rovide a site on the acreage own ed by Wa rren 
County Hi g h School. 

You r atte ntion is directed to an art icle clippe d from the Park City 
Daily News of August 10 and a l so to an e ditorial from the Daily News of 
Wedne sday, Augus t 11. In addition to the difficultie s indicated from these 
articles , I have a l so been advis e d that the sit e propos ed by Dr . McNeill 
cannot be made availabl e . Being confronted with the a bove p roblems , Mr . 
Phi l Hampton called me th i s morning with the r equ es t t hat the College give 
further consi deration to providing l and fo r this facility. He asked several 
question s a bout our plans for the development of the acreage on Indust ria l 
Drive. 1 t o l d Phil again of !he recommendations that had been made by 
Jolmson , J ohnson & Roy/frrdl cat ed that it was my opin ion the College had no 
choice except to comply with these reco m mendations by reserving every foot 
of ground for future devel opment of Western. 

Considerable p re ss ur e i s being placed on members of the Warren 
County S c hool Board to approve the l a nd site on the Warren County High School 
Campu s. I t will b e considered at a calle d meeting of t he Board later this 
month. Unless the Count y Board gives a favorable respons e , I feel certain 
you will be receiving a re qu est from Mr . Hampton or others to give furth e r 

J 
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conside r ation to t his mat ter. 

DGD :vbg 

~rs , 

Dero C. Downing 
Vice Pres i dent 
For Adminis t rative Affairs 



PARK CITY DAILY NE WS 
August l a , 1965 

Reject$ 
Sale 



PA R K CITY DA ILY NEWS 
Augu s t il , 196 5 

E d i t o ria l 

Trdde School Must 

~-:,,~ Cou~:~.1~ E~~~ 
may or may not have had lood re,1Oa to 
rejed a proposal to sell • lo-aen plot I I ;. -let-'" • new Westem Area VoeadOBl.I 
"'boot 

But surely this is a propoul wbk h de­
serv.a hmher ('oruideratioD. The DeW 
trade scbool is too lmportant to the wtJ­
life of. Warren County to permit it to 10 to 
aaother rounty. 

The proposal called for tbe btard to .. 
• tract in the extreme north ... torDII' cI 
Warren County High SCbool-.. ... ef'e ca.· 
pul a •• site for the $1.5 m@IioD ttructart 
to bouse tile vocational schoOl far tbb Me­
tion 0{ the state. 

Sale of the plot w~' ......... 
the superintendent of the Idlool ... 
tem. But this t eeomm faDed .. ..... 
the endorsement of • m cI tbe IItbtIrl 
board , thul resllltiDI In 

This is Unforttma"':"';"~"'~.J;:-;:~ si te on the WarreD C 
the ODe preferred by tbo8e h ... 
sibillty of d~hdoD till the mattei. 

There is the beDei btJd b7 ....... 
-the county board" .. m n eODllder Ita 
It a special sesslou ta. dda ...... 

This is • develop_t tbat 
entour •• ed. 

But if this plao apia dtoaId 
eel by the eoaIIIy board, It .un 
BowliD' crn.a aDd WarreD "'.vet ItepI aft 
" bit ,BOther site 
IdJooI authoriti ... '!'be 
tIoul Sdlool la 
J'!D'Iit 



Augu st 3 0 . 19 6 5 

M EMO r o , Chamber o f Commerce Boa rd of D irect o rs 
Industr' a l F oundatron Exec utl" e Commi ttee 
Mayor Wal ter F wars 
C oun ty Judge B a s rl W G r Hffn 
Dr Kelly Thomp son V" 
D r W R McNeil l 
c tt y Cle r k Emmon R S he:w 
V o c a t io nal Sch ool O f r e c tor P h il lip C H amp t on 
Pres idents of Bank ing In s t It u t Io n s 

MEMO F ROM ; C a r l N Kelley , ' 965 Pre.ldent~ Chambe r o f C om me rce 

F or quite s o me t rm a a lo c a t Io n fo r a new area v o cat Ional s chool has been 
d iscussed and only one location h a s bee n o ffe r e d to the state for this 
$ I ~ 5 m illio n opera t ion . t h a t be ing a p art o f t he new In dus tria l P a r k . offered 
b y the BowlIn g Green~Warren C ounty Industria l Foundat lo n , Inc T he 
p roperty Is located north of B o w Hng G reen on t he O ld L o u ls vllle R oad 

In d Iscussing this locatIo n w i t h the p o w e r . t o be , rt r. o u r feeling that 
t he g roup that h a s t he respons ib Hfty of s electing the loca t io n wou ld desIr e 
a location clo se fn; tn s p e d fl c . c lose to the lndustrial Park located between 
E mme tt D r ive e nd 0 s hma n R oad .. 

It is our b e lief that an ope r a t ion o f this type Is Im por tant t o ou r economy 
and should demand your u ndiv ided atten t fo n by bein g p resent T hursday . 
Sep tember 2 , a 2 : 0 0 pm, a t the Cham be r 0 1 C o mmer ce o fnce, 4 3 8 
E~st Tenth S t ree 

Please make e ve r y e ffo r t to attend 

H HH:ac 
cc : Mr H a r o l d H Huflm an 

AU news m e d1a 
Mr F red A Ma r t in , D ir ector, Industr hsi & D lstr"' lbut lve E ducation . 

F r an k lort , Kent uck y 
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Land Made 
Available 
For School 
The County Board of Educa_ 

tion last nIght voted to sell 12 
acres of land on Warren County 
Higb School properly (or use 
as • new Western Area Voca. 
tional Tralning Sdlool wnstrueo 
lion l ite. 

••• 
The board Nt a price of $25 ... 

000 for the land, which is adja. 
cent to the Little Federal 
League baseball diamond. 

The unanimous board action 
followed an appeal by represen. 
tatives of the Chamber of Com. 
mer ce that the board make the 
site available. The board last 
month rejeded the sa le of ]0 
ac: res of land at Warren Count,. 
I-!Igh School for a constrnctiOll 
Si te for the racility, 
. Dr. O. L. Avery made the mo­

tion for sale of the property. 
The Chamber of of C om­

meree representatives. O. fL 
Wallace, president of Wallace 
Motor Co., and Charles Camp­
bell. owner of Campbell's Mar. 
kets, told the board prior to ill 
action that local funds are avail­
able for purchase of the si te. 

The new school propmed for 
the Bowling GreeD area appar_ 
en!ly will be housed in facilities 
bU.ll~ at a 10tal cost of about $3 
mllhon, they sa id. 

WaUace and Campben II l id 
they have been Informed a 
~1 .5 million expansion program 
~s planned l or the school almost 
!~medlately after completion of 
InItial construction, 
, The alate has said $1.5 mlJ. 

hon Is available lor the initial 
construction 01 the facility. 

The two chamber represent­
atives uid location of the fac ili_ 
ty in Bowling Greeu wouJd 
boost the community 's industri­
al development. 

• • • 
They •• kI R"" .. lIvllle • n. 

Glasgow are among other com_ 
muni ties seeking the school but 
said state oUidals have indicat_ 
ed that they preler it to be lo­
cated here. 

ne two said state official. 
have indicated • site on W .... 
ten County High School propel'" 
ty would be acceptable lor coo­
struction of the school and the 
Ch. mber GI Commerce repn­
selltati"'~Qoe ...... _to _ 

Board ~ be. 
berg noted at the bctard i. 
barred from Jiving awa, the 
land, but WaUacI.d C,. 

ftmdI are ... U .... 
feptw ,eetaallt . .... ,- ............ 

land 
Continued from pate 1 

the new school, ... 1I(IIed 
at aD alternate site III the la­

ustrial park proposed for IG­
cation of tbe school has been 
r ejected by the state. 

" We don' t want to lose this 
great asset to the enti re com· 
munity. We've got it and we can 
keep it. but tbe school mu~~ 
have the property it needs, 
said Campbell. . 

Campbell and wallace said a 
Chamber of Com merce com· 
millee they represent is study­
ing the possibility of 0 th e r 
county locations for the school, 
but said the site at '~arren 
County High apparently 15 the 
most desirable , • • • 

During ... regul.r .. ulon 
the board decided to visit ne~' 
Iy constructed high schOC!ls ID 
the Warren County area , In ~n 
effoTt to 5C{':ure constructioo In· 
formation. 

State Board Chairman Roscoe 
Miller last week suggested the 
counly board visi t such 5c~ool s 
to see first hand educational 
progress being made in other 
counties of the state. 

The state board for sever· 
al years bas sougb! conso!ld a· 
lion of Warren County hi g h 
schools and has given the coun­
ty board unt il December to ac· 
cept one of two. su~veys recom· 
mending consolJdahon or to be· 
gin its own survey . 

In other action the board : 
_Employed J ames C. Red.Q'i-n 

as a second gener al lItipervlsor 
for Ihe system and employed 
Mrs, Nelda Wheat to succeed 
Redden as guidance director 
for Alvaton and North Wnrren 
High schools. 

_ Voted to begin efforts to sell 
recently-closed Boyce Scliool 
this month. 

_ Discussed bul took no ac, 
tion 00 possible increases in 
prices of lunches served at 
county scbools, . 

_ Decided to study the POSSI' 
ble purchase of a cold storage 
rood locker for the syste m, 

_Decided to aHemp! to make 
available to the West~ide Water 
District a small section of land 
on Alvaton High School proper· 
ty if It is needed lor water line 
work. , 

_Accepted the resignations 
of two teacher s and voted ~ 
employe additional substi­
tute teachers, bus drivers, sub­
stitute bus drivers, cookli and 
,custodians. 



COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

1aepartment of iEbntation 
DIVISION OF VOCATIONAL.. EDUCATION 

FRANKFORT 40&01 

September 30, 1965 

Mr . O. H. Wallace, Chairman 
Site Committee, Western Kentucky 

Area Vocational School 
Chamber of Commerce 
550 East Tenth Street 
Bowling Gree n, Kentucky 

Dear Mr. Wallace: 

Mr. Mason and Mr . Ray have made t heir report on available sites 
for the proposed new facility for the Western Area Vobational School, 
and have expressed their appreciation of the courtesy shown by your 
committee. 

Before final purchase is made of the site, the state engineers should 
also approve the se l ection. Mr. Dill Ray, of our office, and Mr. 
Keith Ashby, of the State Engineers staff, plan to be in Bowling 
Green , Monday, October 4, to make the final selection. They will 
be contacting you as soon as they get .to Bowling Green . 

After the engineering staff has reviewed the selection , we will be 
ready to proceed in securing the property. 

Very truly yours, 

2 l'/ ~<------'I , 

E. P. Hilton 
Assistant Superintendent 
for Vocational Education 

cc : Dr. Kelly Thompson 
Mr. David Pritchett 
Mr . William McConnell 
Mr. Fred Martin 
Mr . Harold H. Huffman 
Mr. James Melton 
Mr. Paul Thurman 
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