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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

George Lehman (1812-1889), a native of Alsace, Germany, settled in Bowling Green,
Kentucky as a young man. Throughout his life he was active in many commercial pursuits, both
as an individual and in partnership with others. He conducted confectionery and winery
businesses, built and operated Bowling Green’s Portage Railroad, was part owner of the city’s
first gas works, helped establish the first waterworks, owned several steamboats that plied the
Barren River, invested in and leased real estate, and built an estimated one hundred houses in
the city.

Lehman never married, and when he died in 1889 his nephew, George A. Collet, became
executor of his estate. Collet also pursued a wide variety of business activities, including real
estate, and in 1915 contributed land for the establishment of a street abutting the Warren
County Fairgrounds. The street was named Lehman Avenue in honor of his uncle.

COLLECTION NOTE

This collection contains primarily business and legal papers of George Lehman, including
papers relating to his estate. Some papers of Lehman’s nephew and executor, George A.
Collet, his wife Josephine, and other Collet family members are also included. The materials
relate primarily to land transactions, accounts, business arrangements, and legal actions.

Letters to George Lehman (Folder 2) include one from a nephew in Nashville discussing
the sale of his interest in a house, and a Washington, D.C. lawyer’s letter, written after Lehman’s
death, requesting authority to pursue a claim he had filed against the U.S. government for
property taken by the Army during the Civil War. Lehman’s business papers include a survey,
deeds and contracts relating to his land dealings (Folder 3); deeds and contracts entered into by
the firm of Lehman and Grafulla, including a partnership agreement to supply cross ties to the
Louisville & Nashville Railroad (Folder 4); correspondence and court documents relating to
Lehman’s debt suit against Joseph W. Calvert (Folder 5); legal documents relating to the affairs
of Thomas C. Calvert, a bankrupt, with whom Lehman had a business partnership (Folder 6);
papers relating to Lehman’s business dealings with Joseph |. Younglove, including a partnership
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agreement respecting a vineyard and a related court document (Folder 7); miscellaneous
accounts, notes, receipts and papers of Lehman, including a receipt for the use of shotguns by
the provisional Confederate government of Kentucky (Folder 8), and a contract and minutes
relating to the construction of the Bowling Green Portage Railroad (Folder 9); and deeds and
surveys relating to land transactions between Lehman and the Moore family of Bowling Green
(Folder 10). Materials documenting the settlement of Lehman’s estate (Folder 11), of which
George A. Collet was executor, include accounts, property inventories, and correspondence
relating to Lehman’s Civil War claim; of interest is the detailed claim for fees of Lehman’s
attorney, H. T. Clark, which attests to the breadth and complexity of Lehman’s business affairs.
The papers of George A. Collet include deeds, surveys and other documents relating to
land, including a plat of the “Collet Addition” in Bowling Green, Kentucky (Folder 12); accounts,
notes and receipts (Folder 13); and cancelled checks (Folder 14). Papers of Collet’s wife
Josephine (Folder 15) include documents relating to land (deeds, title opinion, option
agreement), a stock certificate, and a letter of thanks from Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr. for her
offer to send him an old periodical to which he had contributed. Miscellaneous Collet family
papers (Folder 16) include stock certificates, a resolution of regret on the death of George’s son
Frank W. Collet, draft cards of George A. Collet, Jr., and a sketch of the “Collet Addition.”

SHELF LIST
BOX 1 Lehman-Collet Papers 1839-1944 173 items
Folder 1 Inventory 1item
Folder 2 George Lehman — Letters to 1863-1894 4 items
Folder 3 George Lehman — Deeds, surveys, land contracts 18d39-1887, 8 items
n.d.
Folder 4 Lehman & Grafulla — Business papers 1849-1857 8 items
Folder 5 George Lehman — Correspondence relating to 1872-post 5 items
J. W. Calvert Aug. 1873
Folder 6 George Lehman — Thomas C. Calvert — post-1869- 5 items
Business and legal papers 1880
Folder 7 George Lehman — Joseph I. Younglove — 1869-1887 5 items
Business and legal papers
Folder 8 George Lehman — Accounts, notes, receipts 1862-1889 23 items
Folder 9 George Lehman — Miscellaneous papers 18d55-1879, 8 items
n.d.
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Folder 10 Mariah Moore and Moore family — Miscellaneous 1855-1879, 10 items
papers n.d.
Folder 11  George Lehman — Estate 1890-1902, 20 items
Folder 12  George A. Collet — Business papers 1886-1922 8 items
Folder 13  George A. Collet — Accounts, notes, receipts 1886-1916 20 items
Folder 14  George A. Collet — Canceled checks 1890-1912 32 items
Folder 15  Josephine R. Collet — Miscellaneous papers 1893-1931, 7 items
Folder 16  Collet family — Miscellaneous papers 1901-1944, 9 items
BIBLIOGRAPHIC RECORD
MSS LEHMAN-Collet Papers 1839-1944
474
C1-D5, Business and legal papers, primarily of
#8 Bowling Green Kentucky businessman George
Lehman and his nephew George A. Collet.
Includes materials relating to Lehman’s estate
and to other Collet family members.
% box. 16 folders. 173 items. Originals.
SC2013.3.130
SUBJECT ANALYTICS
Bankruptcy, 1869-1880 B1,F6
Banks and banking — Bowling Green — Relatingto  B1,F14
Blacksmithing — Warren County, 1876-1889 — Relatingto B1,F8
Bowling Green Portage Railway Company — Relating to B1,F9
Calvert, Emmons Whitfield “Joseph Whit,” b. 1828 — Comments about, 1873 B1,F5
Calvert, Emmons Whitfield “Joseph Whit,” b. 1828 — Correspondence  B1,F5
Calvert, Emmons Whitfield “Joseph Whit,” b. 1828 — Relatingto  B1,F5
Calvert, Thomas Chalmers Hall, 1826-1898 — Relatingto = B1,F6,11
Certificates — Stock — Central Holding Company No. 1, 1933 B1,F16
Certificates — Stock — Central Holding Company No. 2, 1933 B1,F16
Certificates — Stock — Farmers Union Supply Company, of Bowling Green, 1920 B1,F15

Civil War, 1861-1865 — Bowling Green, 1862 — Relatingto  B1,F8
Civil War, 1861-1865 — Casualties, 1863 B1,F2
Civil War, 1861-1865 — Claims — Relating to B1,F2,11

Clark, Henry T., 1831-1904 — Correspondence B1,F2,5
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Clark, Henry T., 1831-1904 — Relating to B1,F8,11

Collet family — Relating to B1,F16

Collet, Frank W., d. 1941 — Relating to B1,F16

Collet, George Andrew, 1848-1917 — Correspondence  B1,F11

Collet, George Andrew, 1848-1917 — Relating to B1,F3,8,11-15

Collet, George Andrew, Jr., 1899-1987 — Relating to B1,F16

Collet, Josephine (Rauscher), 1865-1956 — Letter to B1,F15

Collet, Josephine (Rauscher), 1865-1956 — Relating to B1,F15

Deeds — Davidson County, Tennessee, 1863 B1,F3

Deeds — Warren County, 1842-1906 B1,F3,4,9-12

Estates — Warren County, 1890 B1,F11

Fox, Henry J., 1812-1899 — Relating to B1,F4

Grafulla, Modest J., 18167-1858 — Relating to B1,F3,4,10

Hobson, William Edward, 1844-1909 B1,F11

Holmes, Oliver Wendell, Sr., 1809-1894 B1,F15

Land — Transactions (Sales, purchases, transfers, etc.) — Butler County, 1859 B1,F3

Land — Transactions (Sales, purchases, transfers, etc.) — Warren County, 1843-1906
B1,F3,4,10,12

Leases — Bowling Green, 1872 B1,F9

Lehman, George, 1812-1889 — Correspondence B1,F2,5

Lehman, George, 1812-1889 — Estate B1,F11

Lehman, George, 1812-1889 — Relatingto  B1,F3-11,15

Leonard, Columba — Relating to B1,F2

Leonard, John B1,F2

Louisville & Nashville Railroad — Relating to B1,F4

Moore family — Relatingto  B1,F4,10

Moore, Mariah, 1807-1888 — Relatingto B1,F10

Plats — Bowling Green — Collet Addition, 1922  B1,F12,16

Railroads — Relating to B1,F9

Tax receipts — Davidson County, Tennessee, 1892  B1,F13

Tax receipts — Warren County, 1879-1916 B1,F8,13

Vineyards — Warren County, 1869 B1,F7

Wright, Daniel Webster, 1839-1921 B1,B11

Younglove, Joseph Isaiah, 1818-1894 — Relatingto  B1,F7

SEE or SEE ALSO
Collett family

See also:
Collet family

Niedermeier/Jeffrey 09/27/2013
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