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Today it's no grades, no play 
By TONI MITCHELL 
Gallatin High School 

The cheering crowds roared 
with excitement as the All
Amcrican basketball star scored 
the winning basket, but the 
same night he learned that he 
wouldn't be playing anymore 
because of failing grades. 

Athletes and their grades 
have become a vital issue in 
most colleges, and act:ording to 
Western Athletic Director 
Jimmy Feix, �~�r�t�'�s� time fOT athle
tic programs to be cleaned up." 

Setting higher standards is 
the job of the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association, which has 
made scholarship and eligibility 
requirements tougher. 

The new standards caused 
many universities and colleges 
to change their standards of 
accepting academically deficient 
athletes. 

Feix said he emphasizes the 
importance of not recruiting 
players who probably will fail to 

meet eligibility requirements, 
and as a result, coaches are 
having to be more selective. 

"} think players have to sus
tain their grades before they are 
allowed to play in sports," Paul 
Sanderford, Western's women's 
basketball coach, said. This atti
tude has produced a successful 
program, he added. 

Western is perhaps a long way 
from perfection, but its decision 
to recruit more intelligent ath
letes has apparently put the 
university ahead of some univer
sities. 

A federal survey of 103 major 
colleges showed that 14 football 
and 35 basketball programs had 
graduation rates of less than 20 
percent. 

According to �~�g�i�s�t�r�a�r� Freida 
Eggleton, the graduation rate 
for Western athletes who first 
entered the university in the fall 
of 1983 was 50 �p�e�r�c�e �n�~� up 13 
percent over the 1982 freshman 
class. 

"The reason for the universi
'ty's high rate of success is 
because they work wi th the 
student athletes w ensure they 
get a degree," said Dixie Mahu
rin, academic adviser for men's 
basketball. 

"An athlete is like any other 
student; their studies come first 
and athletics second," Mahurin 
said. 

"1 make sure that the players 
are on track, and if they are 
struggling, I make arrange
ments for them to be tutored," 
she said. 

Getting the help they need is 
very important, because if the 
students go through college 
without really learning any
thing, and end up not graduat
ing, they will have a hard time. 

Feix said he tries "to emphas
ize to the athletes how impor
tant it is to have a degree, 

See NO GRADES, Page 16 

'Zip' is hip, unique kind of guy 
By ERICA PATIERSON 
Franklin·Simpson High School 

When he stepped on the foot
ball field dressed in the West
ern's red and white jersey, 
Roderick ""Zip" Zanders struck 
fear in opposing players. 

But off the field, "I try to get 
along with every person. I want 
everybody to like me," Zanders 
said. 

Zanders graduated from 
Western in May, 1990 and is no 
longer a college football player. 
He likes to think of himself as a 
nice and helpful person. 

Zanders, who transferred 
from South Carolina, has had 

his chance at professional foot
ball delayed by a leg injury. But 
he hopes to get another chance 
after his leg heals. 

Zanders, however, does not 
want to be looked at as a football 
player. "Football players have a 
bad name," he said. 

The 6-foot, 230-pounder said 
he was "a different person on the 
field" and that he was responsi
ble for "keeping the team calm" 
when several players wanted to 
fight. 

�~�I� smile all the time" and 
"clown around u �l�o�~�"� he said. 
His hobbies include dancing, 
rapping, spending time with his 
fiancee and meeting people. 

"A lot of people at my high 
school thought I would be a big 
head. I don't go for that coolness. 
I'm not the type of person who 
goes 0:1 an ego trip ... every 
person is unique in his own 
way 

In addition toplaying football, 
Zanders played intramural 
basketball and was a buddy for 
the Special Olympics. 

Zanders ,said it was hmd to 
keep up his studies while play
ing college football. "When you 
are a football player here, you 
can't get too involved in activi
ties. To play football, you have to 
be intelligent in some kind of 
way ... you have to be." 

Green finds new home at Western 
By MELISSA PARALES 
Western High School 

When Tandreia Green came 
to Western from Washington, 
D.C., to play basketball, she 
knew her life would be different. 
What she found was perhaps a 
pleasant surprise. 

The 6-foot women's basketball 
forward found Bowling Green 
"different from the city. It's a 
slower pace and you learn to 
appreciate things ... the people 
are much friendlier." 

Green said she chose Western 
because at the time she was 
making her decision, the 
women's basketball team had 
gone to the NCAA Final Four 

two consecutive years. 
Although Kentucky is diffe

rent from Washington, Green 
said she is not unhappy. There 
are others who may be even 
happier because of her decision, 
including Coach Paul Sander
ford. 

During the '88-'89 season, 
Green averaged 19 points and 9 
rebounds per game, was named 
to the All-Sun Belt Conference 
Team and voted "Most Valuable 
Player" for the second straight 
year. 

She continued her leadership 
during her senior year, averag
ing 16.2 points and 7.1 rebounds 
per game, and had a career-high 
31 points against the University 

of North Carolina-Charlotte in 
February. 

Although Green spends most 
of her time on the basketball 
court, she said her education is 
more important. 

"I knew that basketball would 
be my key to college," the 23-
year-old sociology major said. " I 
love ball, but my education 
comes first and ball comes last." 

Being in the spotlight all the 
time "makes you feel good," 
Green said, "but you don't want 
to let anyone down." 

After graduation, Green said 
she would like to play profes
sional ball in Italy or Japan, 
then return to the United States 
and get into social work. 

Toni MitchelVGaliatin Senior High 

Planning activities is one of Western senior Rodney Ross' duties 
while interning at the Boy's Club. Ross, who played basketball for 
Western for four years, is fin ishing up his recreation degree. 

For Ross, degree a must 
By TONI MITCHELL 
Gallatin High School 

Giving, a determination to 
succeed, taking time to help 
people who might not be able to 
help themselves. 

These are characteristics of 
22-year-old Rodney Ross, a for
mer Western basketball player. 

Ross who will complete his 
recreation major this fall, said, 
"I feel the only way to come out of 
here after working hard for four 
years is to receive a degree." 

"I can't stress enough how 
much you need that degree 
because without it you might 
have to settle for working in 
some factory the rest of your 
life," Ross said. 

Ross some day would like to 
work with youngsters. This 
summer he is i'ilterning at the 
Boys Club, a place where boys 
can go for recreation. 

"The club gives the kids a 
chance to have fun and learn 
how to work with each other," 
said Ross, whose job is to coordi
nate activities for the boys. 

The boys seem to respond 
favorably to Ross. 

"I think he's nice because he 
teaches us how to play basket
ball, and how to be nice to each 
other," 7-year-old Timothy 
Babbs said. 

"Rodney is all right because 
he takes us to the library and he 
talks to us about not taking 
drugs," added Calvin Tooley, 9. 

Not only do the kids think 
highly of Ross, but so do the 
people that work with him. 

"I think he's a fine, outstand
ing young man who's doing an 
excellent job," Frank Ragland, 
Boys Club director, said. "Rod
ney's a hard worker, and he does 
everything we ask him to do." 

He's also been known to carry 
a boy on his shoulders so the 
youngster can dunk the balL 

Having a positive effect on the 
boys is exactly what Ross wants 
to do. "I feel this is the time in 
their lives where they need 
guidance the most, so I try to 
give them the attention they 
may not receive at home." 



An pholoS by Bobby JohnsonINorlh 
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(Above)Two boys from the 
home take a break from their 
afternoon frolic. (Left) Physical 
therapy is an important part ·of 
the kids' day . Tammie Baker 
works with 15-year-old Ram
sey Porter. 
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They said that Johnson did 
not want to ha\'e the TOad paveu 
becf'..use he would be in danger of 
lusing voters, those who are 
prejudiced agai nst the children. 
But finally, the TOad was paved. 

During their 27 years 
together, Jerry and Sandy 
Tucker have li ved through a 
great deal. Early in their mar
riage, they were told that they 
couldn't have children. 

They .adopted their first son, 
Jeremy, nnd had two children of 
their own. Then they adopted 
seven more. 

Sixteen yenrs ngo the Tuckers 
decided to pack their bags nod 
their 10 kid s and move from 
Detroit to Liberty where they 
adopted a Mennonit.c lifes tyle. 

They started the Galilean 
Home Ministries which is a 
home and school to 70 children, 
35 of whom ha.ve been adopt.cd 
by the Tuckers. 

Jerry and Sandy Tucker, 
referred to as Mom and Dad by 
the children, believe that all the 
children in Galilean Home are 
their own in one way or another. 

"They're just children who 
need a home: Sandy Tucker 
said. "God called us i(lto it." 

'The Ga lilean Home requires 
$70,000 a month to care for its 
children. Donations from orga
nizations and support.crs kee p 
the home open. In fact, the 
Tuckers had to leave the Menno
nite religion in order to accept 

donations for the home. 
The Galilean Home Mini

stries offers a place for abused or 
disabled children to seek shelter 
and treatment. Some of these 
children suITer from mental 
retardation, muscular dystro
phy and severe limb dam age. 
The home refers these children 
to various hospitals for treat
ment. 

Many of the foreign children 
come to the Galilean Home to 
seek treatment not available in 
their countries. Children from 
as far away as Honduras, 
Guatemala, Brazil, Afghanis
tan, EI Salvador and Korea live 
at the Galilean Home. 

Seeing the children from all 
o\'er the world can be compared 
to watching one ofthosc Save the 
Children episodes where sickl y, 
emaciated children appear gra
phically on TV. Only this is real 
life. 

For example, five children 
from related families in Hon 
duras were diagnosed as having 
a rare neuromuscular disease. 

One of the children, Dede, an 
18-month-old-girl who looks 
younger, is currently awaiting 
tests before treatment of her 
disease can begin. 

Another young victim is 
Abdulu, a ·shy 14-year-old from 
Afghanistan whose hands were 
blown away by a bomb planted 
in a toy by Soviets. 

One of the more extraordinary 
children in Galilean Home is 

12-year-old Abel whose arms 
were blowll off by an eiC(;tric 
wire he grabbed onto wh ile 
climbing a tree. Despite his 
handicap, Abel continues to lead 
the normal life of a child, climb
ing trees and riding bicycles. He 
even draws with his feel. 

Some of the Gamean home's 
older children volunteer their 
hel p. Libby Thompson, 17, came 
to the home six months ago when 
her teacher suspected that she 
had been abused. Thompson 
helps by taking care of the kids, 
feeding them and bathing them. 

Galilean Home Ministries not 
on ly offers a 'warm home for 
underpriviledged children, but 
also allows them to get a good 
education. The home uses ACE 
(Accelerated Chri stian Educa
tion ) and has special education 
classes. 

Joy Calcina, a teacher 
believes the school is successful: 

"We have kids take the SAT 
and ACT,~ she said, "'and they 
score on or above the level of 
public school kids." 

Alt hough Sa n dy Tucker 
believes that it is difficult to help 
every child, she doesn't give up. 

"Children are important to us, 
and we feel they're worth fight
ing for: 

Georgie Porgy, pudding and 
pie. Kissed the girls and made 
them cry. When the boys came 
out to play, Georgie Porgy ran 
away. 

Jerry and Sa~dy Tucker moved 10 Kentucky' 6 years ago. Their 
family has sInce grown from 10 children to about 70. 
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because it's critical that they not 
put all their hopes into making 
the pros." 

"However, if a player is good 
enough to go to the pros, and 
decides to leave college early, he 
should make plans to come back 
in the summer to finish " 
Mahurin said. ' 

Making the pros is an ath
lete's dream, but what if they 
aren't able to get into college to 
try to pursue this dream? 

For many players, especially 
black a thletes, their chances for 
a professional sports career are 
in _jeopardy because of two 

NCAA rules known as the Prop
osilion 48 and Proposition 42. 

"I feel the tests are racially 
and suc ially biased because 
inner city black kids don't get 
the type of preparation that the 
whites get," Sanderford said. 

Feix also thinks that the new 
standards are good, but they 
could be improved. 

"Other than a few adjust
ments, I think it's a good idea," 
he added. 

uI don't support Proposition 
42 because it eliminates kids 
with low family income from 
getting into school because of the 
lack of money," Fcix explained. 


