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Western wins four straight

By Awney SnuLL
Heruld reparter,

Two come-from-behind ral-
lies nnd 37 hits helped the Lady
Toppers win four of their five
games ot weekend in the
Axztec Invitational, hoated by
Sun Lhiego State.

Western (9-7) probably had

the most family and friends in,

the stands hecause five team
members were from California,
coach Rachel Lawson said.

The Lady Toppers per-
formed well and the positives of
the tournarient outweighed the
negatives, she said

After falling 1o Colomdo
Stmie (12-4).in their first game
of the toumament on Thursday
T-0, Western win four consecu-
iili conlests

The weskend was an overall
success, saidsSophomare (i
baseman Shelby Smith

“We fimally played to our
potential,” Smith said. "We
strung together the Hitle things
that weren't coming together in
the previous tourmaments and

Track and Held

played-likea team most of the
tournament.”

The Lady Toppers boanced
sk lager um night sguinst San
Diego State (9-3) in the seventh
inning when freshman thind
baseman Rebecca  Horesky
drove in two rums o give
Western the 4-3 victory.

A fourth innfng explosion
againyt “Wagner (0-5) Friday
aftermoon paved the way for
freshman pitcher Ryan Rogge
Lo earn her first win,

Rogge replaged Lathrop on
the mound in the third inning
and surrendered paly ane hit 1o
the Seahawks through 1wo
inmings.

The California atmosphere
was no match for the focus of

_the Lady Toppers, junbor out-

fielder Alana Towns suid.

*We were finally able (o
trust oursclves and exch other,”
Towis said. “We found ool we
were better than we perceived
ourselves to be by working
with cach other.”

Edging Long Beach State (8

6) on Saturday 1-0, Towns hit n
solo home run in the fourth
inning, which proved to be
enough cushion for Lathrop
She shut down the 4%rs with
alx hits and no rens,

The Lady Toppers had sirug-
gled with hitting consistently in
the Inst three weekends, bui

= their hats exploded in the sixth
inning Sunday against Loyols
Marymount (6-5).

The Lady Toppers collected
eleven hits in“thelr 6-2 wmp
over the Lions,

“That was definitely the best
pan of the weckend,” Lawsoii
sabd, “The girls did an excellent
job ut anscking the ball and
putting it inlo the gops through-
out the whole weekend and
performed much better ¢lfen-
sively”

The Lady Toppers
Evansville al 2 pom. inmorrow
in the first gaine of o dosble-
header.

face

Reach Abbey Shull
et sportvi whahernld. com.

Lady Tops win Sun Belt indoor title

By Ep LUkins
Hereld reporter

For the fir time in Wessern
Istiry, iy Topper trock amd
field wam won the Sun Belt
Conference indos Sismpionship
Sunday ot the NMurphy Center af
Maddle Tenticssce Stale
University

In leadmpg the Westem woanen
e ther find-gver conference trck
e, head cooch ('\lna-\ Laag
was homored as cond
of the vear, Long

w1 many years on te
Hall
T ficaam Jocked up the cham-

Bel hovons,
with a thied  place finash, in
1756 86 mbnutes.

Sensor Damah Whitkey (in

whed fifth in |8:1748, for 3 usal
of 11} points.

Junior Carin Cole and sefior
Shanea Wiluon highlighied the
wiechend, going first and second
in the 55-meter dach, with thmes
o .9 and 697 secomds, respec-
tively

Lotz sald their placinig wis
the defining poant of the mieet
Because it put them in o posidion
o i

“Not everybody thinks uf i
this way, bul we are adeam spon
are a collection of
s,” e said.

The Lady Tappers finkshed
with 1155 puints, defeating sec-
ol place North Tewas by 185
pomts. Florkks Insertaational fin-
ibeed thind wiih 93 pomits
South Alabama. MTSU, New
eans. Arkansas- Linke Rixk,
Arkansas St and

(
Truy

Loutsiana-Lafayetie rounded out
the competition

Hosa MTSU won the men’s
team Litle with 153 points, while
the Toppers placed fifih, scoring
63 points

Jundor Dunnis Mitchell was
second in the 55-meter dash with
a ume of .32 seconds. He abo
placed thisd n the 200-meter dash
in 2043 wonds. Sophomore
Asa Drew camed the firs all-Sun
Beh honor of s cancer in the
miple jump, where be placed thind
with a beap of 47.9.

The Toppers ond  Lady
Tioppers track and field rams will
compete inTthe Last Chance
Invitational on March 4 before the
WCAA Championships March 10
and 11 in Fayetiewille, Ark

Heach Ed Lukins
ar spartsikisherald com

MARCH 4, 2006
SHOWROOM
8:00pPm
TiCKeT PRICES:

$47/936/%28

“‘Basy DoLL” « “WaveE ON WAVE"
“DoN'T Break MY HEART AGAN”

270v443 8000 1-800-866-3636
|| www.jrsexecutiveinn.com

Win: Ransdell hits first homer of year

three piichers Friday.

Oiun (-2 rcckell up 23

Fiits in the neat two games. The
Bobcats forced Western 1o use
12 pitchers Hetween ihe pames
o Saturday and Sunday.

Senior pitcher | 1LC.
Faircloth said the teamihas to
compete  overy iAning 1o
improve and mintmize  the
number of piiches they, throw.

"We've gottn go at ghitters
and et phead early,” i
“When we pitch shead in the
count, we seem to do well, but
ms we gel further and further
bebind our pitch counts seem
1o add up.”

Consistent  plching  and
offenae led 1o the Toppers' first
win of the season Fridoy.
Junior cotcher Jordan Newton,
a preseason  All-American,

| went 3 for d-with 3 RBls in

the 91 win

The bats were hot for
Western again on Saturday as
well, The Toppers scored on
14 hits in an 11-7 victory,

Senjor  second  baseman
Matt Ronsdell hit the team's
first home mun of the season.in
the third inning, The two-run
timer scored sendor firse hase-
man En¢ Scriven.

In the series finale om
Sunday, the Toppers Tell
Behind early 2-0. and baoth
teams exploded offensively
beginning in the founh inning,
The teams combined for 17

b Sports brief

Men's tennis wins two, loses one
matches

in weekend

FPatrick Smith/Herald

Junlor shortstop Dennls Winn slides salely into second
base as Ohlo's Bryant Witt attempts to tag him out during
Friday's game. Western went 2 for 3 for the weekend,

runa in o 14-10 Bobeat victory.

Scriven finished the week-
end § for 13 with three RBIs
and two nms

“I think we played sohd
over the course of the week-
end,™ he anid. "1 think we
might've just kinda lost focus
here at the end, bul we gave it
a good mun, and we're glad 1o
take two oul of three.”

Ohbo sentor piicherfinfield-
ef Anthony Gressick was held
in check by the Toppers early
on in the weekend. He hit o
combined | for B with no RBIs
during the Tirst two pamss
" Gressick, the prescason
Mid-American  Conference
pliyer of the year, broke out of
his dlump by going 3 for 4
with two REL: Sunday

“We played

Finwood said the jeam’s
pitching needs to improve,

“Its hard when your guys
dont compete on the moond
and you're behind constantly,”
he said. “Just having 1o go o
the pen in the third and founth
inning is gening old aleeady.
It's  pretiy  disappointing
because we played well on the
field mnd swung the hats well
enough o win (Sunday), "

The Toppers will have a
week off before they welcome
Butler to Denes Field for
another weekend series al &
pm. Friday. They play at 3
pom. Saturdoy and | pom.
Sunday

Reach David Harten
ar sports@whuberald com

as well as we could play from
" True said.

Rubinovies and Franco Serma

The men's tennis team i on o two-malch
winning streak afler pluying three matches this
weekend,

The Toppers swept Campbellsville and
Bellurmine on Saturday and Sunday ufter losing
to Lipscomb 4-3 on Friday,

“We were definitely favorites going info
those (last) two matches,” coach Jefl True said

The Toppers (4-51 won two out of three dou
hies matches against Liphcomb (6-2)

True said the Toppers-had a lol of momen-
tum after winning the doubles podnt

Lipseamb held them back by winning [our
out of six singles malches, he said.

were the only singles winners for Wesem

True said Lipscemb has more expérience and
It bever at the bottom flights,

“They ure good competition, and with a Lit-
the luck we could huve won,” Trle said.

Rabinovics won all three of his singles
mudches over the weekend, rasing his career
singles wins to 47, He broke inte Western's top
100 career singles wins

Both the men's snd women's tennis leami
will travel to Indianapolis this Friday to pluy
at & pam. ogainst Indiana University -Purdue
Upshyersity Indianapalis

—Will Perkins

¥

RALLY FOR
HIGHER
EDUCATION

‘ The rally for higher education is an annual
& event where colleges from across Kentucky
.+ ‘moet at the state capital in Frankfort to sup-
port funding for post- -secondary education.

The Rally will be held on Mafch 8, 2006,
We will leave the SGA office at 7am and
return around 4pm. All missed classes will
. be excused by the University. The deadline
to sign up for the rally is March 1, 2006.

Additionally, two $1000 scholarships will
be raffled off to two participants that, come
with us to support funding for higher edu-
cation.

T-shirts will be provided.

¢
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Seen: Lady To;ié‘ out-rebound MTSU by 13 |

'i‘l 1

forwand Crystal Kelly's J-polet
play 1o go up 2416

Kelly finished the game
with auemm-high 19 points and
13 reboumsds. The Blue Raiders
beld Kelly 1o just nine points in
their first meeting on Jan. 12 in
Murfreeshoro. MTSU deleated
the Lady Toppers 68-83 on that
outing.

“We shoulde't have lost that

game down thers,” Kelly said.
“You sfways want io gt 8 tgam
back”

g'an:r-nihm ended her last
game ot Diddle Areoa with 16

puteLs and eipht rebounds

As s team, the Lady Toppen
oul-rebounded  the  Hiwe
Raiders 43-32, including s 23-
16 advantage on the offensive
boands

today. There was 2 kot of emo-
won, snd 2 bot o suake” the
said. “We » bt
today, but we're pot flakhed.”
Saturday's game saw @
erowd of 3,019, easily topping
season avernge of jusl

Sel forward  Krysal
Gardner pulled down & seasin-
high 10 rebounds snd scored

PO Pags 13
» Sports brief
Swimmars, divers acivievad quatifyung tames for the
miss NCAA cut NCAA et

Thed Westoen wwion snd dive
wamn concladed ther  scasons
Saturday & the  Indians
Imvitatonal o the Coums -
Rillingsdey Aguatics Center at
*Inebiars |lmiversiy

The meet was the final
Change o any swinmers oF
qualify for the NCAA

I which e held

four points on 2 of 3 shooting.  over 2,000 per game
Chetting the win was impor- *

tant for Gardner, but she said her  Reach Jake Mitchell TV 0

team's focus remaing on win-  atap kst cum £ ¥

Hero: Rumph, seniors honored before game

cantinine 1

Coach Sergio Rovco said he
was henched for disciplinary
reasony following sn incident
during FIU' 6451 low 10
Sumsth Al Feh. 25,

“He lod his cool pa ibe
bénch, and didn’1 belgive ihe
way we would've w him
0 hehave.” Rouen said. “We
cam’t have that iype of behav-
jor. He's a great Lid and was &
great ieammale tonight but he
Jusl had & hod momend,”

Even without Almonte, the

Golden  Panthers

beld a 3836 heart condition, docs. Right now I"'m just keep-
rebounding edge. l“ﬂ m My would have be ing my poise and Composite
FIU  semior for- m com- and trying to hold everything
ward Lsmael and i, I's been & deealy come trer
N'Diaye fisished POSUrE, and try- coming to Western * I
with mine poinu  jn m viwithes Western will be without
14 rebounds. s gtﬂ " leeling of playing freshman goard Ovlando
fore. the  CVEIYAING "  ia i tast home  Mender-Valdez for the confer
game, Danay pame gave o lot of  ence lournament. He suilercd &
Humph was —Egrace Wibor®  used  emotion  fracture in his right fowt and
posthumously Semar oot and energy. had surgery Friday
honored as well =t wan good o

Rumph, whao collapsed and
died May 7, 2005 from cas-

“Right now, I'm

n't hit me yet, bul | hope it

diomyopathy. &

Reach Jason Stamm
at perty@whkuherald.com

finally play i front of my
imanm,” he sakil "I really has-

student news. faculty news, Alumni Bews. all news.

I Atheiw, ., on March 16 fir
ayanen s Musch 23 fur inen
Neo Wesdem  swimmen

Freshgma Jessica Aspinall
compesed in the 100-yund hack-
wroke, finkhhing in 5857 aex-
oods.  Fedmis  Christlan
Goelirtng finihed  the 200
freestyle in | 45 75 mintes,

Other Topper and  Lady
Topper particants wers wopho-
mere Kyle Prienon s fresh-
man Counmey Somet] in the 100
bunerfly and freshman Lukase
Herbst b the 1083 frpestyle.

hrvid Harten

Hick: Some students
asked to move seats

Sclig aléo taid havipg an

EHRTIONES RAm PiRL Td

Sovw shsdenty i afiondance
Saurdey weve fored to leave
iheis seats. Cope said this was
n pan because of the double
header with the Lady Toppers
gane earhict that day

"We wid all of the mon's
takets, and there were siill
wormnen's seimon licket holders
thai came |n" be skl “There
wene aciually more tickets oul
there thun there are (veis) i
e arena,

We've pakd more siteniion

p ibetmil with 3 el dhatl has

3 1 he  sand

srprsed me. U'm

beasesd with the My of fan

pont bt | eapect that every
night

Keach Iy !
atsport it wkisherald.com,

o

COLLEGE

1. 2, & 3 bdrma. Close 1o
WKL Shunle! Pool WD
Provided. Cameron Park
Call B42-4061
sosnbasnnnsarapeiss
2 e, apartment
Close o canipus, Call for
maove in apecial
270-THAL92Y

FREEDOM OF
SPEECH!
Got something o say?
I'ét it on & T-shin!
Golden Blade can cus-

$8.00. Located om the cor-
net of the

HBypas uui irview
£
2-7090
Ginlden Wiade, more than
just @ knife and

South Central Kentucky
Harber College
ollege S1. TRI-3261

m

Chrmmuaier sivindel
o e 1 e s
e e (b
mith bkini el wet Hbr;g
L2 Jechry whovts comteats daily wd
mghely.
Caty wwhmamu
[ gt emermrmeces. bowhog st
el mcm as Bob barkey's Waddens, Tome
st Lax: omad ottaer e w1
iy whadulod for B yoas art B
e Eyed Pess pefarmeg on e teech
n chined w Sandapoy Foacon darmg
temad e e Juy Laemo'y sborm Mt Maghtsiote
™ i Sping Bresk vy
o legpr ol Sl e Rong e ol
1 Sinbbde The Sealpiperllescs fesch Volleyball Towsmsmest i
luigs th purty |p you - o driviey scheduled {0 by place betund the
Sandpiper bt st Thers will be
The Ronl Workd was of owierininment afl doy aad off night ot
that Sl por im0 205 with MU wd  thee el Shroughot spring bresk.
:nh- -Id.:;:‘h'_' e “""’W—_
reTenlT Themch . 10 sow what's on tp for Spring Heek
They .mmm-m Ucucon Eheach
fparty, wid o owimsuit Resort in Passmna Clty
Alkey bus sk Bench, Floride or call the o o
in ong
moddel  searahen, . “m

www.wtherald.com

HEIGHTS

2 bt | bath Duplex near
WKL $395 W/D inchaded,
Park at your doos, good nei
borhood. 19538 Nashville R
270-782-9805

Close to WKL, | bdrmn.+
deposit & some utilities
$315/mo, phone 796-1944
Lafge 3 bdrm.2 bath house al
490 Mainvicw. Central hedt/air
W/ hook-up, Fenced yard.

$675. 2 bdrm.

LD

To Order Call 745-2653

Deadlines:
Tuesdoy's Poper - 4 p.m. Fridey
wm'-ép.-. Towsday

aenseip e
Habamas Spring Break
Celebrity Crulie!

5 days from $299!
Includes meals, taxes,
Entry to exclusive MTVu
events, beach parties with
celebrities us seen on
Real World, Road Rules!
O ecampus reps needed!
SeringBreak Trmvel.

Spring Break Panams
Clty from $199!
Heachiront rooms st
Boardwalk, Holiday Inn®
Free Party Package!
Food ot MTVa Party Tent!
Bahamas Cruise $299
Daytomi $179. Cancun,
Acapuleo, Nassau $399!
www. SpringBreak Travelsom

1-BO0ATH 3RO

| -HO0-07H-6340

Promo Code 33 "

1425 Sute $425
TH1-K307

Frermerarns .
Outer Loop 7T81-2877 "
Muote than the area’s
21 picrcing shop, ;
Outer Loop also carries
concert tces, paiches
dnd boodics. You can gei
an airbrush tattoo,
snd we can cusiomige
anything you wani
on a T-shirt!
www OUTERLOOP biz

Special Discount! | bdrm
defue. Farfickd Daytona,
Ocean walk, Over-looking pri-
vale beach, Call B42-5968
negotiste price

Large portabl illaminased
sign and doghouse FREE!
781837

itAconss

X PRSI 5

cALL FOR RESERVATIONS!
800,486.86828
‘www.SandpiperBeacon.com

1145 Pt Bt i Paams Cy Buaah, L 38410

Clty of Bowling Green

| Applications are currently being accepted for the following po-
thona with tha Golf Divislon:

Shop Attendant
keaper |
*Concassion Attendant .

work schedule will conalst of 15-40 hours per week
(depending upon position) with some weekend work required
Must be |8+ snd have ability 1o work well with the public. Salary|
will range from $580-54 £0%hr, depending upon the posiion.
amssscen Diapearmans , Cay ol 1001
-i-d—‘..ﬁ-ﬂ\!ﬂa
Do ety L pibore ond @

spmen e o Humen

Sorwer, Sowiing Crver, o P s
By Grres 8 o L

Dirug fras wertzime

Goll Division I

Pubiear Tl Mot Afvesl svisos sdwrtiued in thin crwipager b b
ma’nhmlﬁd“ﬂ“*lwnw-

Became o Dell Campas Rrp-

Farm $12%e. Make your pan

Pusition starts i
it Weprathn ¢
s apply

Part=time fronn desk pusition
avallable lor SprngSummer
help, Tundays, Wedsies
Thuarscliys, sl ulbern
Saturndsys ure roguired Apply
s person at it
Manageme

0K Wrosdway Ave

umpany
student far pan
full -tume 0

phere. Paid
ok phie. Apply

in persan
Thues. & Fn. 1-4 pm.
Adualatad Pisl, Spa & Patio
2 | L

il
een

Baricnders wanivd
[ERERATL

IEATIONAL STAFF A

hraswhe, gvening & wokend work reubred, May- Augusk
Age 18+; 55.80/hr.

RECREATIONAL STATF ASSISTANT Ii— Drganizes, instructs &
& Ivities. Requires

coaches

abillity 1o oblaln CPR and standard frst akd certification; 25

sk, 40 his during the months of June and luly, some

woekeond work required, Age | 8+, 56.30/hr. plus vecollon,
sick & holiday leave.

CAMP COUNSELORS - Assists with Summer fun Comp and
leads group aclivities; some comp counselors work with spe -
chal needs children, leens & adults. Must be knowledgeable in

bt

CPRE First Ald

Certification, 40 hours per week; May thru August weekend
work may be required. Age 17+:$5.80/hr.
’

g Murman Bpsourced Department, Oty Holt, |001 Cotlegs Street,
Bouting Green o rom our websly of wew Dghy ovg The Ciy of
Bowiing Grven i e fgued. [ompieryer
@ Drug-Froe Workploce.

and

wkills i saibinng. kuy

golng fast. Apply toda

Boating Director & Camp Stafl
Bear Creck Aguatic Camp, located on scenic
160,000 gcre Like now hiring Boating Dic.,
CIT Dir., Khichen Asst. & EMT. Advanced
yaking, wmasurfin
img ol s inuming desieed. Gireat bematits, fus |
traditions & playiul stimesphere! Joba are

www.kyglrlscouteamps.org

AFF

AMP

Bimimens Myr. Grest benefiss, fun ttaditons & ey ful stmos
{pheeve. Jobs are going fast! Apply sodey !
www.kygirlscoutcamps.org

Help girls oo stiofg
make life riemids, &

Layak m yv




Notable \
The Lady Toppers track anid fiekd tem J
wort s first S Belt Conference indoor —
;. charipionship Sundzy. They clinchied the
title wouth sophopmore Natalie Leepers” -
-Hird place frsh i the 5,000 meters.

~ SPORTS
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Western dazzles full house in finale

Tops get 15-point win

By Jason STams =
Tierudd reporter

Although his satistics are modest, senior center -
Elgrace Wilbomn hos been key 10 Wester's success

this séuson

Wilborm had one &f his best perfor
Satrday night as Western rolled over
Intermational B0-65 or Night,

Asold out Didd
Just shy of @ wipke double with |15 poins
rebounds and nine hlocks.

\I:‘_E““[ has ever reached a triple doable nihe
87 of Topper basketball

in’ em. and 1 knew he had
cpach Damin
il To do it with blocks is really hard. He
active lonight in every area of the game
what semiors do, but af an unbelicvably high

e jlest Kept lyfe
St or ning rebou

Hom
was 1

5 b the first hall.”

M- pusint win ever Noah Te
its oppanent in e coil
Teancisee Stal

eh. 11, ne

vive and

hncss.
dics Sutubday,

Tirst hakl
U Cin

v Eee with

it witnessed Wilborn finish

fier it
v ity
e wrmament  Middle

d bye, Western will play
Mo, 4 West seqd
FILE ae 2:30 p.m

been gearing
ec doys and
Hoim said,
¥ hetter over the last few
g We just huve 1o play

Westerm

fler scor
Toppers led the

1 Divisdion) wert

eter added 15

whin was mamed
Almoanie
s T gane

15

20

11 L Toppers pl

Lady Tops take top seed from MTSU

i . .
Deemer! Herald

Senlor Asfiley Butler battles MTSU's

Kry: t on i Western's 7063 win,

ITCHELL

By Jaky
Heruld reporter

In was Senior Night, but the Lady Toppers'
banle-for Sun Bell Conference supnimacy

point pliy with just under four minuge:
put Western up for pood
el Middle
afternoon ut Diddle Arena
With the win, the Lady Toppers (32-5, 12-2

SBC Eust Divasion) claimed their fourth con-
+ Division championthip, s well
1 sced it the conference woumamey
| twir of our tedm goals
aylor Cowles said. “We,
won our East Division clampjonship and we
stayed undefeated af Daddie.”
crs finishied the season 14-
nbed the season on an |1
streak, Western hasa't losl a1
the regular season since Feb

0 go
1 they wenl on 1o
-6 Satanlay

Tennesser

EEmE wine
home duri;

tormament tips off an
Thusrsday af MTSU's Murphy Center in
Musfreeston, Tenn,

Western will sée s first action at }:30
pom. Saturday

~ Al you
care fo
drink.

They will face the winner of Thursday's
match-up between No, 4 West swed South
Alabama and No. 5 Exst seed Arkansas-Litle
Rixk

Cetting that No. | sced wosn't quite as
casy as the Lady Toppers would've haped

MTSU (179, 10-3 SBC East) junior
guard Chrissy Givens, the Sun Belt's leading
scorer who has 21.9 painis per game, had a
ame-bigh 20 poings,

Entering the second hdll with a 35-32
lead, the Lady Toppers saw their advantage
disappear with 14 minutes 10 go

Before Duck's F-point play, there were
seven lead changes and eight tics

“We came out aml knew his was going 1o
be o big game,” senior gaard Tilfany Porter-
Talbert said. “We know we were going to
have our runs, and they were golng 1o have
thekr rans.”

Lady Topper runs were detrimental to the
Hlue Raiders, who slipped 10 second place in
the division,

An 80 run midway through the first half
helped Western get its first kead ot 17-14 with
12 mdnutes resnakilng. Thice minutes Latet, the
Ladly Toppers capped 4 7-0 run on sophomione

Jogh ArmatrosgHerald
Senlor guard Anthony Winchester attempts a lay-up.during his final home gama as a

¢ Hiltopper against senior Gotden Panther lsmael N'Diaye Saturday. in a B0-85 win. The

nest @t 2:30 p.m. Sunday in the second round of the Sun Belt Tournament.

Diddle attendance
is highest since
2001-02 season

By JAsoN STAMM
Herold reporter

‘With the Toppers' success this season,
Uckets to men's husketball games in
Diddle Arena are once again in high
demand.

Western averaged 5,731 tickets per
game this scason, the most since the
2001-02 season when the Toppers drew
423 per pame.

Diddie Arena's capacity is 7,326,

Four Toppers games hove been sold
wut this sexson.

Snturday night's game sgainst Florida
International and Western's 79-58 win
over Northern Arzona on Feb. 18 in
ESPN's BrackeiBusters were the most
recent sellouts.

Western's  94-B]  victory  over
Lovisiana-Lafayene on Jan. 26, shown
on ESPNI, wus also wilnessed by a
capacity crowd,

The Nov. 26 contest against Georgia
wai the other sellout

“We play an eatremely eaciting brand
of basketball, and tha's whal patrons
want 0 see,” Athletic Director Wood
Selig said® "Our game atmesphere is jud
incredible every second, from when the
doors open 10 when the doors close.”

Weatern's home  sttendanés ‘figures
have declined since the 2001-02 season.

Driddle Arenn averaged S473 the fol-
lowing seasom, 5014 in 2000-04 snd
4,963 last neason,

Western opened the 2001-02 season
with a 64-52 victary over Kentucky in
the Mutional Associution of Basketball
Coaches Classic i Lexinglon

Jim Cope, Diddle Arcna ticket man-
ager, sald that win was a huge reason for
the anendance thai season

“Everybody jumped on the bandwag-
on after that game,” he sald, “People did-
n't think we were going 1o make the tour-
nament again until we beat Kentucky.”

The high turmout for the Toppers' last
two home games also brought some con-
Tusion among those i atiendance
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RE

New coach gets
first two wins

By Davio Hantex
Herald reporter

In the Toppers' weekend series against Ohio, both
teams remembered to bring their bats 10 the stadium.

The pliching, however, may have been left on the
buses,

Western took two of the three games at Nick Denes
Field, winning Friday 9-1 and Saturday 11-7, bat drop-
ping the finale Sunday 14-10

Coach Chris Finwood, wha esmed his first Topper
win over the weekend, sald he was proud of the way his
team swung the bats in the series and was happy 10 see
players with good appeoaches ot the plate.

Offensively, the | 5 (2-4) were consistent against
the Bobeats, batting 351 & a team in the serbes with 39
Trigs.

Western batted 291 in the previous three games
against Centrul Michigan and Belmont

The weekend sturied well for the Topper pitching
uaff, who allowed only one run on four hils betwesn
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